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"On a Motion for disabling the Earl of Macclesfield from hold- 


ing any Employment, passing in the Negative, 470. ; 
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J 
On a Motion to incapacitate the said Earl from sitting in Par- 


liament, &c. passing in the Negative, 473. 
Against committing the Bill in favour of Lord Bolingbroke, 478. 
Against passing the said Bill, 479. 
On a Motion for a Clause to be added to the Address, relating 


to the King’s German Dominions, passing in the Negative, 
511. 

On a Message from the King for an Additional Number of 
Seamen being sent to the Commons only, 519.. 

Against a Resolution approving of the Measures taken with 
respect to Spain, 542. 


Against rejecting a Motion for an Address to the King, to 
make farther Instances with the King of Prussia and the 
States General for their more entire concurrence with his 
Majesty, 545. 

On a Motion for a farther Consideration of the King’s Speech 
passing in the Negative, 546. 

On the Vote of Credit, 565. 


On a Motion, That the King of Spain be obliged to renounce 
his Claim to Gibraltar and Minorca, passing in the Nega- 
tive, 696. j 


On a Motion to resolve, That Admiral Hosier’s Expedition 
was an unreasonable Burthen upon the Nation, passing in 
the Negative, 701. . 

On a Motion for supplying the Deficiencies in the Civil List, 
756. 

Against passing the Clause for granting 115,0001. to the 
King, 759. 

Against the Treaty of Seville, 775. 


On a Notion for a List of Pensioners passing in the Negative, 
792. 


On a Resolution against Committing the Pension Bill, 794. 

On the rejection of the Pension Bill, 797. 

Agamst the Mutiny Bill, 826. 

On a Motion, That the Maintenance of 12,000 Hessian Troops 
was burthensome and unnecessary, passing in the Nega- 
tive, 827. = 

On the Rejection of the Pension Bill, 855. 

On the Rejection of the Pension Bill, 992. 


On rejecting 2 Motion to exempt from the Duty, Salt used 
for Manure, 1057. 


On rejecting a Motion to exempt from the Duty, Salt used for 
victualling Ships, 1053. 


On rejecting a Clause, For restraining any Officer of the Salt 
Duty from being concerned in Elections, 1058. 

Against passing the Salt Bill, 1061. 

Against passing the Mutiny Bill, 1260. 
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IX. REPORTS. 


Of the Committee of the House of Commons, concerning the 
Project commonly called ‘‘ The Harburgh Lottery,”’ 

Of the Committee of the House of Commons appointed to in- 
quire into pretended Privileged Piaces, 88. 


Of the Committee of the House of Commons appointed to ex- 
amine Christopher Layer and others, touching the Conspi- 

. racy, 99. 

Of the Committee of the House of Lords relating to the Con- 
spiracy, 216. 

Of Precedents of Punishments for Breach of the Privileges of 
the House of Lords, 410. ; 


Of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the State 
of the Gaols of this Kingdom, 706. Second Report, 731. 
Third Report, 803. 

Of the Committee of the House of Commons appointed to in- 
spect and settle the Fees to be taken by the Officers and 
Servants of the House of Commons, 1002. 

Of the Committee of the House of Commons respecting the 
Fraudulent Sale of the late Earl of Derwentwater’s Estate, 
1026. 

Of the Committee of the House of Commons on the Fees of 
the Officers of the Court of Chancery, 1071. 

Of the Committee of the House of Commons relating to the 
Charitable Corporation, 1077. . 


X. OFFICERS OF STATE. 


PERSONS FILLING THE SEVERAL HIGH OFFICES IN CHURCH AND 
STATE FROM OCTOBER THE NINTH, 1722, TO MARCH THE SIX- 
TEENTH, 1733. | 


1715. 
Wi13. 


179A. 


1714. 


1727. 
1731. 


1721. 
1723. 
1727, 


ARGHBISHOPS, 


Archbishop of Canterbury...... William Wake, translated from Lincoln. 


Sir William Dawes, bart. translated: 
from Chester. 


Lancelot Blackburn, translated from 


= - York eelovresoace 


eee ae ee ene Exeter. 


¢ 


BisHops. 


Bishop of St. Asaph .....000026. John Wynne. 


eo 2 8 8 8 nv cccseseenNs Francis Hare. 


Ea =€6§F§ 89H U OO EEO OPO EOS Thomas Tanner. 


Bangor ...c..seecee0ee Richard Reynolds. 


_ 7 2 8 9 OnE cee oe ep sseeres William Baker. 
- 7 = 2 & emmtamm 990000000000008 Thomas Sherlock. 
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1703. Bishop of Bath and Wells...... George Hooper. 
Ii@. ----- ccovsccosseeeee John Wynne. 
1719. ----- Bristol ........ sieetes Hugh Boulter. 
11M. ----- eases William Bradshaw. 


7292. «= --. Chichester. 

17H. -— 2e ec fe @ eserves eosce 
173). oer e Fe @ ee ene 
1714. ~---- Coventry and Litch- 

field ...cccccee beads 

1730. eo eS. 8 = Scoeencsneseoned 
1719, --.-- St. David's ....ageeseve 
1793. - 2 e e«& @ r) eee 
173}. = = = 2 3. eeee e 
W13);.. <6 @s.6-seeee Segeue 
713. ----- Ely ccssewsccxsases cae 
1793. we eee ase 
1716. - - - - - Exeter ....... Suisedes 
1724. ee: fe eee 
1721. - ---.- Gloucester .....0seee0s 
173]. - ~~... jaebawaseweles 
W721. - --- - Hereford ..... evews 
1723. ----- sineuxesoseeces 
1706. a re Landaff Coeoseceone e@one 
1794. -= = ec © On" 256008 ee0088886 » 
1729. = wre ee e eosce 
1715. =F ee eS Lincoln Coesevce eceecee 
17238. -<---- 
1T13.  - = = = = London oiccccccsccoces 
1723. — i eve e 
1721. ----- Norwich — ceocreee bats 
1799. ----- see 
1727. = 2 8 OO Os ogg 00008 eoe 
1732. ope See rite eee ° ove ° 
1715. = = = = + Oxford ...c.cccecees a 
1718. ----- Peterborough........« 
1728. a evecervessesenes 
1713. = eo = © = Rochester PTT TTTT ITTY 
1723. eS ee ecosevceseenece 
731. - ---- subessccnacceue 
1721. - @eee Salisbury eesesoessce ° 


1723. -“ Ss 7 OC © ammems ape erecedeneere 


Vor. VUL d 


.. Charles Cecil. 


. Thomas Bowers. 


Edward Waddington. 
Francis Hare. 


} Edward Chandler. 


Richard Smalbrooke. 


Adam Ottley. 
Richard Smalbrooke. 
Elias Sydall. 
Nicholas Clagett. 


William Fleetwood. 
Thomas Greene. 
Lancelot Blackburn. 
Stephen Weston. 
Joseph Wilcocks. 
Elias Sydall. 
Benjamin Hoadly. 
Henry Egerton. 
John Tyler. 

Robert Clavering. 
John Harris, 
Edmund Gibson. 
Richard Reynolds. 


Jéhn Robinson. 
Edmund Gibson. 


Thomas Green. 
John Leng. 
William Baker. ° 
Robert Butts. 


John Potter. 
White Kennet. 
Robert Clavering. 


Francis Atterbury. 
Samuel Bradford. 
Joseph Wilcocks. 
Richard Willis. 
Benjamin Hoadley. 
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1723. 


1713. 
1796. 
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1730. 


1718. 


1724. 


1725. 
1727. 


1721. 


1724. 
1730. 


1722. 
1727. 


1721. 
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Bishop of Winchester ......... Charles Trimnell. 
ee. a eae nemipere—=e = 9 00H E SHH EES Richard Wills. 


Se ee me Worcester eoeceeeeesee John Hough. 


2 ee = Carlisle eoecvesnceocrce Samuel Bradford. 
sresesescoceces John Waugh. 


eee SS Chester Coesceceseeneee Francis Gastrell. ‘ 
scsscccsssensee Samuel Peploe. 


es ee Durham .......e0e0022. William Talbot. 
sesccescssceese Edward Chandler. 


ee ee ee ee) 


Lorep Hien CHANCELLORS. 


seseosevseee, Thomas, Lord Parker, May 12. Created Viscount Parker and 
Earl of Macclesfield, November 5, 1721. Resigned, Janu- 
ary 4, 1725. 

sesscesssece Sir Joseph Jekyll, knt. Master of the Rolls; Sir Jeffery Gil- 
bert, knt. one of the Barons of the Exchequer; and Sir 
Robert Raymond, ‘knt. one of the Justices of the King’s 
Bench ; Commissioner of the Great Seal, January 7. 

vein seseses Sir- Peter King, knt. Lord Keeper, June 1. 

seescessesse —————-—---—— created Baron King of Ockham, and made Lord 

Chancellor, June 16. 


PeincipaAL SECRETARIES OF STATE. 


Feb. 8. Charles, Viscount Townshend, vice. Lord Stanhope. 


Mar. 4 John, ‘Lord Carteret, afterwards -Earl Grenville, viée Mr. 
Craggs. 


April 1. Thomas Holles, Duke of Newcastle, vice Lord Carteret. 
May 8. William, Lord Harrington, (afterwards Earl of Harrington,) 
vice Lord Townshend, | 


SpeaKERS OF THE Houss or Commons. 


evcsoveevecs The Honourable Spencer Compton. - 
svccececoece Arthur Onslow, esq. , 
CoMMISSIONERS ‘FOR EXECUTING THE: Orrice or ‘Lory Hron 
TREASURER ‘OF ENGLAND. 
-GEORGE THE FIRST. 
April 3. Robert Walpole, esq..Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


George Baillie, esq. 

Sir Charlies Turner, bart. 

Richard Edgecumbe, esq. (afterwards Lord Edgecumbe,) 
Hon. Henry Pelham. 
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174. Mar.28. Robert Walpole, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
George Baillie, esq. 
Sir Charles Turner, bart. 
Hon. Henry Pelham. 
William Yonge, esq. 
119, April 2. Robert Walpole, esq. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
George Baillie, esq. 
Sir Charles Turner, bart. — 
William Yonge, esq. 
George Doddington, esq. 
1725. May 27, Sir Robert Walpole, K. B. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Sir Charles Turner, bart. 
Sir William Yonge, K. B. 
George Doddington, esq. 
Sir William Strickland, bart. 


GEORGE THE SECOND. 


N27. July 28. Sir Robert Walpole, K. G. and Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Sir Charles Turner, bart. 
George Doddington, esq. 
Sir George Oxendon, bart. 
William Clayton, esq. - 
M0. May 11. Sir Robert Walpole, K. G. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
George Doddington, esq. 
Sir George Oxenden, bart. 
William Clayton, esq. (afterwards Lord Sandon.) 
Sir William Yonge, K. B. 


{ 
Master or THE ROLLs. 


717. Joly 18. Sir Joseph Jekyll. 


AtTrornrys GENERAL. 


1720, May 9. Sir Robert Raymond, knt. (afterwards Lord Raymond.) 
1723, Jan. $1. Sir Philip Yorke, knt. (afterwards Earl of Hardwicke.) 


Soticirors GENERAL, 


tb Mar.22. Sir Philip Yorke, knt. 
723. Feb. 3. Sir Clement Wearg, knt. 
Apr. 23, Charles Talbot, esq: 


X. 


INDEX 


OF THE NAMES OF THE SEVERAL SPEAKERS IN BOTH 
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 
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Argyle, Duke of, 334, 391, 537, 861, 
1241. 

Aston, 1192, 
1265. 
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Cadogan, Lord, 207. 
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Clayton, Mr. 516, 1024. 
Clutterbuck, Mr. 809, 1180. 
Compton, Spencer, 21, 23, 475. 
Conduit, John, 1192, 1264. 
Cotton, Sir John Hinde, 1306. 
Cowper, S. 38. 

Cowper, Earl, 204, 334, 363. 
Croft, Sir Archer, 1185. 


Danvers, Joseph, 788, 874. . 
Delawar, Lord, 988, 1007. 
Doddington, G. B. 531, 1196. 
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Eyles, Sir John, 514, 1067. 


Falmouth, Lord, 989. 
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Finch, Lord, 507. 
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Winnington, Mr. 918, 923, y92, 1179, 
1262. 

Wyndham, Sir William, 197, 418, 530, 
553,788, 87+, 889, 917, 921, 951, 1020, 
1180, 1185, 1209, 1222, 1233, 1267, 
1301. 

Vernon, E. 675, 941, 948. 
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9 GEORGE THE FIRST, a. pb. 1722. 


First Srsston OF THE SrxTH PARLIAMENT 
or Great Briraln. 


Buckingham. 
Alexander Denton,— Made a judge of the 
Common Pleas: a new writ ordered, Octo~ 
tober 15, 1722. . 


Meeting of the New Parliament.] October | William Heathcote. 


9,1722. This day the New Parliament being 


met at Westminster pursuant to the proclama- | 
tun for that purpose, his Majesty came to the | : 


House of Peers, with the usual state and solem- 
nity, and the Commons being sent for up, and 
attending, his majesty’s pleasure was signified 
to them, by the Lord Chancellor, that they 
should return to their house and choose a 
Speaker, and present him to his majesty on 
Thursday the 11th instant. 


_ List of the House of Commons.] The follow- 

ing isa List of the Members of the House of 

Commons : 

A List of the House or Commons in the Sixth 
Parliament of Great Britain, which met 
at Westminster, October 9, 1722. 


. BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Sir Rowland Alston, © Charles Leigh. 
Bedford. 


William Farrer, 

Georve Huxley,— Made a commissioner of the 
Victualling-office; a new writ ordered, May 
31, 1725. He was afterwards chosen for 
Newport in the Isle of Wight. 

John Thurloe Brace. 


BERKSHIRE. . S 

Sir John Stonhouse, Robert Packer. 

Windsor. 

Charles e. of Burfurd,—Succeeded his father 
as duke of St. Albans ; a new writ ordered, 
May 93, 1796. | 

lord Vere Beauclerk, Will. e. of Inchiquin. 

; Reading. : 

Anthony Blagrave, Clement Kent. 
Wallingford. : 

William Hucks, George lord Parker. 

Abingdon. 

Robert Hucks, 

. Bucgs, 

St Thomas 
Vou. VIII, 


‘ 


F Mont. Gerard Drake. | 


Richard Grenville,—Brother-in-law to lord 
Cobham: died, a new writ ordered, Feb. 21, 
1727. 

Jobn Fane. 

Chipping Wicomb. 

Henry lord Shelbourn, 

Charles Egerton,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 21, 1726. . 

Charles Collyear, 

Aylesbury. 

Richard Abel, 

Joby Guise,—Colonel ia the Guards. 

Agmondesham, 

Ralph, visc. Fermanagh. 

M. Garrard Drake,— Made his election for the 
county. 

Thomas Chapman. 

Wendover. 

Richard Hampden,—A teller of the Exchequer. 
Sir Richard Steele,—Master of the royal come 
pany of comedians. | 

Great- Marlow. 
Sir John Guise, E:lmund Waller. 


CAMARIDGESHIRE. 

Sir John Hynd Cotton, 

Edward lord Harley,--Succeeded his father as 
earl of Oxford ; a new writ ordered, Nov. 12, 
1724. 

Samuel Shepherd. 

Unio. of Cambridge. 
Thomas Willoughby, © Dixie Windsor. 
Town of Cambridge. 

Sir J. Hynd Cotton,—Made his election for the 
county. 

Gilbert Afileck, 


CiESHIRE, 
Charles Cholmondcley, 
John Crew Oitley,—A gentleman of the Privy 
chamber. 
Chester. 
Sir Rich, Grosvenor,—Died; a new writ or 
dered, Jan, 16, 1733. o . 
B 


Harry Waller. 


Tho. Sclater Bacon. — 


3) 


Sir Rich. Grosvenor, Sir Rob. Grosvenor, 
Sir Tho. Grosvenor,—Died ; a new writ order- 


ed, Feb. 22, 3733. ° 
| CornwaLt. ee 
Sir John St. Aubin, Sir William Carew. 


Launceston. 

Joho Friend,—Not duly elected, but he was re- 
chosen on the death of Mr. Pendarvis. In 
1723, he was committed to the Tower for 
high treason, bat discharged without trial. 

Alexander Pendarvis,—Died; new writ or- 
dered, March 17, 1725. 

John Willes,—Made second justice of Chester; 
and anew writ ordered, May 23, 1726. Te 
afterwards was chosen for Weymouth, &c. 

John Friend, Henry Vane. 

Leskard. 

John Lansdell,—Deputy treasurer of the Ord- 
nance. 

Ed-vard Elliot, —A commissioner of the Victual- 
ling-ofice, Died; a new writ ordered, Oc- 
tober 17, 1722. 

Thomas Clutterbuck,—Secretary to the lord 
Carteret, as lord-lieutenant of Ireland. 


Lestwithiel. 

Philip lord Stanbope,—Gentleman of the bed- 
chamber to the prince; made captain of 
the Yeomen of the Guard, ‘and a new writ 

- ordered, Jan. 27, 1724. 

Will. m. of Hartington,— Made his election for 
Grampouaod; a new writ ordered, Jan. 27, 
1724. . 

Henry Parsons,—Purveyor of Chelsea hospital ; 
made a commissioner of the Victualling-of- 
fice; a new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1726. He 
was afterwards elected for Malden. | 

Sir Orlando Bridgman, Sir W. Stanhope. 

Truroe. _ 

Spencer Cowper, 

Bodmin, 

Richard West,—Made lord chancellor of Ire- 
land; and anew writ being ordered, May 
$1, 1725, he was re-elected, and died ; a new 

’ writ ordered, Jan. 18, 1727. 

Isaac Leheup,—Envoy to the Diet at Ratisbon. 

John Laroche. 

Helston, ; 

Walter Cary,—One of the clerks of the council, 

_ made warden of the Mint;. and a new writ 
being ordered, May 31, 1725, he was re- 
elected. 

Sir Rob, Raymond,—Made a justice of tbe 
King’s-bench: anew writ ordercd, Feb, 5 
1724. 

Sir Clement Wearg,—Ilis majesty's solicitor- 
general; died, a new writ ordered, May 3, 
1726. 

Exton Sayer. 

Saltash, 

Edward Hug):cs,—Advocate-gencral of the 
judge-marshal of the army. 

Thomas Swanton,—Comptroller of the navy: 
died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 24, 1723, 

Philip Loyd. 

Camelford. 
“Henry e. of Drogheda, William Sloper. 


Thomas Wyndham. 
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-| Thomas Herbert, 


(4 
West Looe. 


Sir John Trelawney,—Gentleman of the bed- 


chamber to the prince. 

George Delavil,—-Died ; a new wnt ordered, 
Jan. 9, 1724. 

Edward Trelawney,—Made a commissioner of 
the Victualiing-otlice ; and a new writ being 
ordered, Jan. 29, 1726, he was re-elected. 

Grampound. © 

William marq. of {artington —Made captain 
of the band of pensioners ; and & new writ 
being ordered, May 23, 1726, he was re- 
elected. 

Humphry Morice. 

East Looe. 


John Smith,—Died ; a new writ ordered, Jan. 


9, 1724. 

Horatio Walpule,— Auditor of the plantations, 
and joint secretary of the Treasury with 
Willian: Lowndes, esq. made his eiccuon for 
Yarmouth, Norfolk. . 

George visc. Malpas,—Made master of lis ma- 
jesty's robes: and a new writ being ordered, 
May 12, 1727, he was re-elected. 

William Lowndes,—Died : a new writ ordered, 
Keb. 23, 1724. 
Sir Henry Hoghton. 

Penryn. 

Edward Vernon, 

Tregony. 

James Couke, 

John Merril,—Deputy-cofierer of the bhouse- 
hold. 


Sidney Meadows. 


Bossiney. 

Robert Corker, 

Henry Kelsal,—A clerk of the Treasury. 
St. Ives. 

Sir J. Hobart, Henry Knollys. 
Fowey. 


John Goodall,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
March 3, 1725. ‘ 
Nicholas Vincent,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 1727. 
Will. Bromley, jun. — 
St. Germains. : 
John lord Binny,—A commissioner of trade in 
Scouand. ; 
Philip Cavendish,—Treasurer of Greenwich 
hospital. 
St. Michdel. 
Charles Selwyn, 
princess of Wales. 
John Hedges. 
Newport. 
Sir Nicholas Morice,—A new writ ordered, 
Feb. 9, 1726. 
Sir William Pole,—Made his election for Ho- 
niton. 


Rich.visc. Fitzwilliams. 


Gentleman-usher to the 


John Morice. 
St. Maws. 
Sidney Godolphin, 
Samuel Travers,—Dicd : a new wnt ordered, 
Jan, 2u, 1726. 
Samuel Molyneux. 
Keltinston. 
Thomas Lutwyche,——One of his majcsty’s 
counsel at law, 
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Thomas Copleston. 
CuMBERLAND. 

Sir Christ. Musgrave, Gilfred Lawson. 
Carlisle. . 

James Bateman, Henry Aglionby. 
Coc 2 


Sir Thomas Pengelly,—His majesty’s premier- 
seryeant, matte lord chief baron of the Ex- 
chequer: a new writ ordered, Jan. 19, 1727. 

Sir Wilfred Lawson,—Groom of the bedcham- 
ber to his majesty. | 

William Finch,—Envoy extraordinary to the 

‘ States General. 


DERBYSHIRE. 


_ Godfrey Clarke, 
Derby. 
Lord Jas. Cavendish, Thomas Bailey. 


a 


Sir John Curzon. _ 


DEVONSHIRE. 

Si Will. Courtenay, Sir Cop,W.Bampfylde. 
Exeter | 

John Rolle, Francis Drew. 


Totness. 
Sir Charles Walles—Colonel of the first regi- 
ment of foot gaards. 
Joseph Baoks. 
Plymouth. : 
William Chetwynd,—A lord of the Admiralty. 
Patee Byng,—Made treasurer of the Navy; 
and a new writ being ordered, April 18, 1724, 
he was re-elected. | 
Oakhampton. 
Robert Pitt,—Clerk of the green-cloth to the 
prince of Wales. 
Jobo Crowley. 
Barnstable. 
Thomas Whetham,— Lieutenant-general of his 
ra forces, and colunel of a regiment of 


t 

Sir Hugh Ackland. 

Plympton. 

George Treby,—Made one of the tellers of the 
Exchequer; and a new writ being ordered, 
Apni 9, 1724, he was re-elected. 

Richard Edgecumbe,—Made joint-vice-trea- 
surer, receiver-general, and paymaster-gene- 
ral of all his majesty’s revenues in Ireland ; 
and anew writ being ordered, April 9, 1724, 
be was re-elected. 

Honifon. a 

Sx W. Yonge,——-Made a lord of the Treasury, 
and anew writ being ordered, April 2, 1724, 
_he was re-elected. . . 

Si William Pole. | 
Tavistock. 

Sit Francis H. Drake, Sir John Cope. 


Ashburton. , 
Roger Tuckfield. 


Richard Reynel, 
Dartmouth. 
George Treby,—Colonel in the guards. 
mas Martyn,—Made one of his majesty’s 
jastices for the counties of Carnarvun, Me- 
noneth, and Anglesea; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 23, 1726, he was re-elected. 
Bereaiston. 
St John Broderick, 
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Sir John Hohart,—Made his election for St. 
_Ives. ‘A new writ ordered, Jan. 24, 1724. 

Sir Robert Rich. ; 

| Tiverton. 

Arthor Arscot, ; 

Thomas Bere,—Died: a new writ ordered, 
Jan, 20, 1726. 

George Dean. 


Dorsetsuine. 
T. Strangeways, jus.—Died: a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 18, 1727. 


George Pitt, jun. George Chaffin. 
Poole. : 

George Trenchard, Thomas Ridge. 
Dorchester. 

Joseph Damer, 


Ed. Morton Pleydell,—Not daly elected. 
Wiliam Chapple. 
Lyme- Regis. 
Henry Holt Henley, John Burridge. 
Weymouth, and Melcombe- Regis. 
Sir James Thornhill,—-His majesty’s sexjeant- 
painter. 
William Betts, vo 
John Ward,—Expelled the house for forgery; 
u new writ ordered, May #3, 1726. 


| Thomas Pearse,—Made ‘a commissioner of the 


navy ; a new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1797. 
Jon Willes,—Second justice of Chester. 
Edward Tucker, 


Bridport. oe coe 

Sir Dewy Bulkeley, Peter Walter. 
Shaftesbury. 

Edward Nicholas,—Died; a new writ ordered, 

a oe 27, 1726 

Stephen Fox, Sir Edw. Desbouverie. 
Wareham. 

Sir Edward Ernie, Joseph Gascoigne. 
Corfe-Castle, 

Dennis Bond, John Banks. 


_ Duruau County. . 
Sir John Eden, John Hedworth. 
Durham. 
Charles Talbut,—Son to the bishop of Durham, 
made solicitor general; and a new writ being 
ordered, April 23, 1726, he was re-elected. 
Thomas Conyers. 


Essex. ee 
William Harvey, Robert Honywood. 
° Colchester. 
Sir Thomas Webster, pS 
Matthew Marstin,—East [ndia director. 


Malden. 7 
Sir John Comyos.—Made a baron of the Ex- 
chequer; a new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1727. 
Themas Bramston, : 
Henry Parsons,—Before in this parliament for 
Lestwithiel. 


Harwich. , 
Humphry Parsons, Sir Philip Parker. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Kinard Delabere, Henry Berkley. 
; Gloucester. 
Charles Hyeit, : 


John Suell,—Died ; a new writ ordered Jan, 
17, 1727, : 
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John How. 
Cirencester. 
Thomas Master, 
: Lewksbury. 
Thomas visc. Gage, 
George Read, —Colohel of a regiment of foot, 
and brigadier-geucral of his majesty’s forces. 


Benjamin Bathurst. 


: HEREFORDSHIRE, 
Sir E. Goodere, Velters Cornwall. 
Hereford. 


H. R. Wesitaling, — 
William Mayo,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
March 21, 1723 
James Walwyn., 
Leominster, 
Sir George Caswall, Sir Archer Croft. 
Weobly. 


Nicholas Poilpoce, John Birch, 


HERTroRDSHIRE. 

Sir T. Saund. Sebrignt, Ralph Freeman. 

| St, Albuns. 

Wilham Clayton,——Auditor-gencral to the 
prince, atterwards lord Sundon. 

William Gore. 

Heriford. 

Charles Ceesar,—Not duly elected. 

Edward Harrison,—Late governor of Fort St. 
George, made joint post-master-general ; a. 
new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1727. 

Sir Thomas Clerke, George Harrison, 


Hu NTINGDONSHIRE. 

John Bigg, 

E. R. visc. Hinchinbroke,—Colonel of a regi- 
meat of foot, father of Johu, 4th earl of 
Sandwich; died, a new writ ordered, Oct. 
18, 1722. 

John Proby. 

Huntingdon. 


Koger Eandaside, Edward Wortley. 


‘ Kenr. ; 
Sir Edw. Knatchbull, , Sir Thomas Twisden., 
Canterbury. 
Samuel Milles, 
Rochester. 
Sir Thomas Palmer,—Died; a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 6, 1724. 
Sir John Jennings, - 
Sir Thomas Coleby,—A commissioner of the 
navy. | 
Maidstone. 
Sir Tho. Culpeper,— Died; a new writ ordered, 
May 27, 1723. 
Sir Barnham Rider, 
Queenborough. | 
John Cope,—Lieutenant-colonel of the first 
troop of yrenadier-guards. 
James Littleton,—Vice-admiral of the white, 
and late commissioner of the rae at Chat- 
I 


Sir Thomas Hales. 


John Finch. 


ham; died, a new writ ordered, March 11, 
1723. 
George lord Forbes. 
Laxcasuige. | 
- Sir John Bland, Richard Shuttleworth. 
Preston. 


Thothas Hesketh, 
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Daniel Pulteney,—A lord of the Admiralty, 
made clerk of the council in Ireland; and a 
new writ being ordered, May 7, 1726, he 
was re-elected. 

Lancaster. 

Sir Thomas Lowther, ; 

William Heysham,—One of the clerks in Chan- 
cery; died, a new writ ordered, April 21, 
1727. 

Christopher Tower,— Deputy-collector inwards 
at the pert of London. 

Newton. 
Sir Francis Leicester, 
Wigan. 
Sir Roger Bradshaigh, 
Clithero, 
Nathaniel Curzon, 
_ Liverpool, 

Sie Thomas Johnson,—Made collector of the 
Customs in Raxahamock river, in Virginia 3 
a new writ ordered, Jan. 23, 1723. 

William Cleveland,—Died ; a new writ order- 
‘ed, March 31, 1724. 

Langham Booth,—Groom of the bedchamber 
to the prince, died, a new writ ordered, Nov. 
12, 1724. , 

Thomas Bootle, Thomas Brereton. 


LeIcESTERSHIRE. 
Lord William Manners,—Lord of the bedcham- 
ber to the prince of Wales. . 


William Shippen. 
James e. of Barrymore, 


Thomas. Lister. 


| Edm und Morris. | 


Leicester. : 
Sir George Beaumont, 
Sir Lawrence Carter,—Serjeant at law, and so- 
licitor-general to the prince of Wales, made 
a baron of the Exchequer; a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 19, 1727. 
T. Boothby Skryinsher. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Henry Heron, : 
Sir William Massinberd,—Died, a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 13, 1724. 
Robert Vyner. 


Lincoln. 
Sir John Monson, Sir Joho Tyrwhit. 
Boston. 
Henry Pacey, Richard Ellys. 
_ Great Grimsby. 
Charles Pelham, Benjamin Collier. 
Stamford. 


Brownlow Cecil,—Succeeded to the title of 
. earl of Exeter, on the death of his brother, a 
new writ ordered, Oct. 15, 1722. 


William Noel, Charles Bertie. 
Grantham. 

John visc. Tyrconnel, Francis Fisher. 
MIpDLEsEx. : 

James Bertie, Sir John Austen. 
Westminster. 


Arch. Hutcheson, and John Cotton,—Blection 
declared vuid, a new writ ordered, Nov. 6, 
1722. 

George tord Caryftenter,—Governor of Minorca 
and Port-Mahonu, colonel of a regiment of 
dragoons, and general of all the king’s forces 
in Scotland, | 
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Charles Montagu. 
London. 


Francis Child, 

Jobn Barnard, 

Peter Godfrey,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
Nov. 16, 1724. 

Sir Richard Hopkins. 


MoyMOUTHSHIRE. 
Sir Wm. Morgan,—Lord leutenant of this 
county and of Brecon. 
Jobo Hanbury. 
Monmouth. 
Edward Kemeys. 


NorFo.n. 
Thomas de Grey, 

Norwich. 
Waller Bacon, 

Lynn- Regis. 
Sir Charles Turner, 


Richard Lockwood, 


Sir Thomas Coke. . 
‘Robert Britiffe. 


Sir Robert Walpole,—Made one of his majes- |" 


tv's principal secretaries of state; and a new 
writ being ordered, May 27, 1723, he was 
re-elected. 

Great Yarmouth. 

Charles Townsbend,—Called up to the House 
of Peers as lord Lynn; a new writ ordered, 
May 27, 1723. 

Horatio Walpole,—Auditor of the plantation 
accompts, joint secretary to the Treasury, 
and ambassador extraordinary to the court 
of France. 

William Pownshend. 

Thetford. © 
Sir Edmund Bacon,—Of Gillingham. 
Robert Jacombe. 
‘  Castle-rising. 

Wiliam Fielding,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 19, 1724. - 

Charles Churchill,—Brigadier-general of his 
majesty’s forces, colonel of a regiment of 
dragoons, and governor of Plymouth. 

Algernon e. of Montrath. 


NorTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
Sir Justinian Isham, = Thomas Cartwright. 
City of Peterborough.. 
John earl Fitzwilliam, Sidney Wortley. 
Town of Huntingdon. 
Wiliam Wilmer, Edward Montagu. 
Brackley, 
Sir Paal Methuen, Wiliam Egerton. 
Higham Ferrers. 
Thomas Wentworth,—Died, a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 9, 1724. | 
John Finch,—Solicitor-general to the prince, 
made one of" his se counsel at law; 
and a new writ being ordered, Feb. 2, 1727, 
he was re-elected. 


NoekteuMBERLAND. 

Algernon earl of Hertford,—Called up to the 
House of Peers as lord Percy, upon the 
death of his mother; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 25, 1723. 

Sit William Middleton, 


Wiliam Wrightson,—Not duly elected. 
Ralph Jenison, : 
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- Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Sir William Blacket, William Carr. 
Morpeth. 
Henry visc. Morpeth, : 
George Carpenter,—Lieutenant-colonel. 
Berwick upon Tweed. 
Grey Neville,——-Died ; a new writ ordered, 
April 29, 1723. 
Harry Grey, 
William Kerr,——Colonel of dragoons, and 
groom of the bedchamber to the prince. 


NoTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
Scroop visc. Howe, Sir Robert Sutton. 
Pr ai 

George Gregory, 
oe East Retford. 

Thomas White, Patrick Chaworth. 

' Newark upon Trent. 

James Pelham,——Secretary to, the duke o 
Grafton, as Jord chamberlain. 

Richard Sutton,—Envoy extraordinary to the - 
king of Prussia, and the landgrave of Hesse 
Cassel, made one of the clerks comptrollers 
of his majesty’s household; and anew writ 
being ordered, April 10, 1724, he was re- 
elected. s 


John Plumptre. 


| Oxon, 
Sir R. B. Jenkinson, | Henry Perrot. 
University of Oxford. 


George Clark, 

William Bromley,—Died ; anew writ ordered, 
Feb. 18, 1732. 
Ozford. 

Sir John Walter,—Died: a new writ ordered, 

Oct. 15, 1722. 


Thomas Rowney, jun. Francis Knollys. 


Woodstock. 
Samuel Trotman, Sir Thomas Wheate. 
Banbury. : 
Monoux Cope. 
RurLaNpDsHIRE. 


Daniel lord Finch—Made comptroller of his 
majesty’s household; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 25, 1725, he was re-elected. 

Sir Thomas Mackworth, | 


SaLop. 
John Kynaston, 


Robert Lloyd. 
Shrewsbury. | 


Richard Lister, and Corbet Kynaston,—Both 


not duly elected. , 
Orlando Bridgman, Sir Richard Corbet, 

_ Bridgnorth. : 
William Whitmore,— D.ed, a new writ ordered, 
May 31, 1725. 
Sir John Charlton, 

Ludlow. 
Abel Kettleby,—Recorder of this borough. 
Acton Baldwin,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Feb. 2, 1727. 
Richard Herbert. . 
Great Wenlock. 
Samuel Edwards,—Deputy teller of the Exche- 
quer. 


| John Weaver. 


‘Sir Humphry Brigges. 


Bishop’s Castle. 
W. Peere Williams, 


~ 


~ Maurice Morgan, 


* Sir Wm. Wyndham, 


« John Codrington, 
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Bowater Vernon,—Not duly elected. 
Charles Mason. | 


SomMERSETSHUIRE. 

Edward Phelipps. 
Bristol. 

Sir Abraham Elton, 
Bath. 


Joseph Earle, 


Georg: Wade,—Culonel of a regiment of horse, 
and commander in chief of the land forces in 
Scotland. 

Wells. 

Francis Gwyn, 

Taunton. 

John Trenchard,—Died, a new writ, ordered, 
Jan. 9, 1724. 

Abraham Elton, - 

Bridgwater. 

G. B. Doddington,—Made a lord of the Trea- 

sury, and clerk of the Pells in Ireland ; 

cad a new writ being ordered, April 2, 1724, 
he was re-elected. 

Thomas Palmer. 

Minehead. 

Robert Man<sell,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
May 13,1723. | 

Thomas Iales,—Clerk of the green cloth to the 
prince. — 

Francis Whitworth. | ~ 

Ilchester. 

Daniel Moore, 

William Burroughs,—Made auditor of the ac- 
compts on leather duties ; a new writ order- 
ed, Dec. 5, 1722. 

Thomas Pagett—One of the grooms of the 
bedchamber to the prince. 


Milburn Port. 
George Speke, 


Thomas Edwards, jun. 


James Smyth. 


Michael Harvey. 


SouTHAMPTON. 
Lord Harry Powlett, ; 
Lord Nassau Pow!lett,—Made auditor of the 
Exchequer in Ireland, and a new writ being 
ordered, Jan. 9, 1794, he was re-elected. 


Winchester. 


Lord Wiliam Powlett, George Bridges. 


Southampton. 

Thomas Missing,—Proveditor-general for Gib- 
raltar and Port-NMahon. 

Thomas Lewis. 

Portsmouth. 

Sir John Norris,——A lord ofthe Admiralty, and 
deputy governor of Dover castle, and admi- 
ral of the blue. 

Sir Charles Wager. 

Yarmouth. . 

Thomas Stanwix,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
March 24, 1725. 

Anthony Morgan. 

Petersfield. 

Norton Powlett, 

Edmund Miller,—Made one of the barons of 
the Exchequer in Scotland, a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 17, 1727. 

Joseph Taylor,—Not duly elected, 

Edmund Miller,—~Duly elected. 
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Newport. 

Charles earl of March,—Made his election for 
Chichester. ; 

Charles lord Whitworth,—His majesty’s ambas- 
sador and plenipotentiary at the congress of 
Cambray ; died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 21, 
1726. 

Charles Cadogan,—Colonel of a regiment of 
tuot, succeeded his brother the earl of Cadu- 
gan, as baron Cadogan of Oakley ; a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 21, 1727. 

George Huxley,—Before in this parliament for 
Bedtord. ; 

Sir Wilham Willis. 

Stockbridge. 

Martin Bladen, 

John Chetwynd,—A commissioner of trade and 
plantations. 

Newtown. 

Charles Worsley, 


Christ-Church, 
Sir Peter Mew,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
March 29, 1726. 
Francis Gwyn,—Made his election for Wells ; 
a new writ ordered, Feb. 12, 1724. 
Jacob Banks, Edm. Prideaux Gwyn. 
Lymington. 
Paul Burrard, 7 
Lord Harry Powlett,—Made his election for 
the county. | 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote. 


Whitechurch. 

Thomas Vernon,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 20, 1727. 

John Conduit,—Made master-worker of bis 
majesty’s Mint, and a new writ being order- 
ed, March 30, 1727, he was re-elected. 

Thomas Farrington. 


Andover. 
James Brudenel, 


William Stephens. 


William Guidott. 


STAFFORDSHIRE. | 
Thomas lord Paget,—Lord of the bedchamber 
to the prince of Wales. 
Wil. Levison Gower, 


Litchfield. 
Walter Chetwynd, 
Richard Plummer,—A commissioner of trade © 
and plantations. 
Stafford. 
Thomas Foley, 
John Do!lphin,—Died, a new writ ordered, Nov. 
12, 1724. : 
Francis Elde,—Master in chancery, expelled 
the House. 
Walter visc. Chetwynd. 
Newcastle under Line. 
Sir Bryan Broughton,—Died ; 8 new writ or- 
dered, Nov. 12, 1724. 
Sir Walt. Wag, Bagot, Tho. Leveson Gower. 


Tameorth. 
Francis Willoughby, 
Samuel Bracebridge,—Not duly elected. 
Richard Swinfen,—One of the gentlemen of bis 
majesty’s privy chamber; died, a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 1727, to be issued out to the 
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sheritls of Warwickshire and Staffordshire, } 


being in both counties. 
George Compton. 
SurFo_Le. 
Sir Robert Davers,—Died; a new writ order. 
ed, Oct. 15, 1722. : 
Sir William Barker, 


Ipswich. 

Sir William ‘Thompson,—Recorder of London, 
made cursitor-baron of the Exchequer, and a 
rew writ being ordered, May 24, 1726, he 
was re-elected. 

Francis Negus. 

Dunwich. 
Sir George Downing, 
Edward Vernon,— Made his election for Pen- 


Sir Thomas Hanmer. 


= 


rya. 

Sir John Ward,—Dicd, a new writ ordered, 
March 28, 1726. | | Song 

Jobn Sambroke. . 


Orford, : 
Dudley North, William Acton. 
Aldiborou ch. 
Walter Plumer, Samnel Lowe. 
Sudbury. 


Wiliam Wyndham,—A_ colonel in the anny, 
made lieutenanc-governor of Chelsea hospi- 
tal, and a new writ being ordered, April 27, 
1756, he was re-elected. 

John Knight,——Secretary of the Leeward 
Islands. 

Eve 


Sir Spencer Compton,—Made his election for 
the county of Sussex. 

Edward Hopkins,—Made master of the revels 
m Ireland; and a new writ being ordered, 
Oct. 25, 1722, he was re-elected. 

James Cornwallis sMommanter of the Griffin 
bre ship. 

St. Edmundsbury. 

Sir Jermyn Davers, 

James Reynolds,—Serjeant at Jaw, and recor- 
der of this borough, made one of the justices 
of the King’s-bench ; a new writ ordered, 
March 17, 1725. 

Jubo lord Hervey. 


Surry. 

Sir Nicholas Carew,—Died, a hew writ order- 
ed, March 27, 1727. 
omas Scawen, 

Scuthzark. 

Edmund Halsey, 

Georce Mepgot,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
Jan, 9, 1724. 

Jobn Lade. 

Blechingly. 
George Evelyn,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
Nov. 12, 1724. 
Hen, Arth. Herbert, William Clayton. 
Ryegate. 


' 


John Walter. 


Yt ‘ 
Sir Joseph Jekyll, Mae of the Rolls, made 


irst lord commissioner for the custody of the 
Heat seal; anda new writ being ordered, 
Jaa. 13, 1725, he was Fesciectes 

ames Cocks, 
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j Guilford. 
rthur Onslow, Thomas Broderick. 
Gatton. 
William Newland, Paul Docminique. 
Haslemere. 


James Celeshorpe, Peter Burrel. 


“Sussex. » 

Sir Spencer Compton, 

Henry Pelham,—A lord of the Treasury, a 
secretary at war, pnd anew writ being or- 
_ dered, April 1, 1724, be was re-elected, 

Chichester. : 

Sir Thomas Miller, 

Charles earl of March Succeeded his father 
as duke of Richsoond ; anew writ ordered, 
Jan. 9, 1724. 

Lord William Beauclerk,- 
to her majesty. 

Horsham. 

Charles Eversfield, 

Henry Ingram,— Made commissary of the proe 
visions and stores at Gibraltar; and a new 
writ being ordered, May 10, iW 27, he was 
re-elected. 

Midhurst. 

Alan vise. Middleton, 

Lewes. ° 

Thoinas Pelham, 

IIenry Pelham,—TFirst cousin to the duke of 
Newcastle ; dicd, a new writ ordered, Jan. 
20, 1726. 

Sir Nicholas Pelham,—Great uncle to the duke. 

New-Shorcham. 

Sir Nath. Gould,—Governor of the Russia 

company. 


Francis Chamberlayne. 
Bramber. 

Sir Richard Gough, 

Will. Cha, Wan Huls,—Clerk-comptroller of 
the king’s robes; died, a@ new writ ordered, 
Feb. 8, 1723. 

David Polhill. 

Steyning. 

John Pepper,—Dicd; a new writ srdeeed, Jan. 
20, 1726. 

John Gumley,—Made cuommissary- general of — 
the musters, and a new writ being ordered, 
Nov. 13, 1724, he-was re-elected. ; 

John marq. of Carnarvon,—Died; a new writ 
ordered, April 17, 1727. 

William Stanhope. 

Last-Grinstead. ; 

John Conyers,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
March 22, 1725. 

Sir Spencer Compton,—Made his election for 
the county. 

Edward Conyers, 

Richard vise. Shannon,—Lieutenant-general of . 
his majesty’s forces, and colonel of horse. 


—Vice-chamberlain | 


Bulst. Peach. Knight. 


Arundel. sé 
Sir T. L.Saunderson, J. visc. Micklethwait. 
WARWICKSHIRE. 


William Peytoe, 
Robert Digby,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
May 2, 1726. 


Edward Digby. 
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Coventry. 
Sir Adolph. Oughton,—Lieutenant-colonel of 
the second regiment of Foot Guards, created 
a baronet in 1718. 
Jobn Neale. 
Warwick. 
William Colemore, jun.—Died, a new writ or- 
dered, Nov. 9, 1722. 
Sir Will. Keyte, 


WESTMORELAND. 

Anthony Lowther,—Made one of the comms- 
missioners of the revenue in Ireland, anda 
new writ being ordered, May 23, 1726, he 

was re-elected. 

James Grahme,—Brother to the viscount Pres- 
ton in Scotland. 
nd dade " ; 

Sir Richard Sandford,—Died, a new writ order- 
ed, April 10, 1723. 


Dodington Grevile. 


James Lowther, Sackville Tuftoa. 
WILTSHIRE. 
Sir Richard Howe, | 
Robert Hyde,—Died, a new writ ordered, Oct. 
15, 1722. 


Richard Goddard. 

, New Sarum. 

Anthony Duncomhe, 

Wilton. 

Robert Herbert,—Made one of the grooms of 
his majesty’s bedchamber; and a new writ 
being ordered, May 27, 1723, he was re- 
elected. 

Thomas earl of Londonderry,—Governor of the 
Leeward Islands, colonel of a regiment of 
foot. | 

Downton. 

John Verney,—Made one of the Welsh judges ; 
and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 18, 1727, 
he was re-elected. i. 

Gyles Eyre. 

. Hindon. 

Henry Lud. Coker, 

: Heytesbury. 
Edward Aahe, fs 
Pierce A’court,—Died, a new writ ordered, 

April 2, 1725. 
Lord Charles Cavendish. 
Westbury. 
James Bertie,—Made his election for Middle- 


Francis Kenton. 


Robert Gray. 


sex. - 
George lord Carbery. Francis Annesley. 
Calne. 

Ben. Haskins Styles,—Made his election for 
Devizes; a new writ ordered, Feb. 1, 1723, 
upon the petition against him being with- 
drawn. 

George Ducket,—Made a commissioner of the 


Excise; anew writ ordered, Feb. 19, 1723. 
Edmund Pyke Heath, Matth, Ducie Morton. 
Devizes. - 
Sir Joseph Eyles, Benj. Haskin Styles. 
hippenham. 


Edward Rolt,-—Died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 


14, 1723. 
Thomas Boucher, Sir Joha Eyles. 
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Malmesbury. 

Sir J, Rushout, and Trevor visc. Hillsborough,— 
Both not duly elected. 

Giles Earle, 

John Fermor,—Died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 
16, 1723. 

Charles Stuart. 

Cricklude. 

Thomas Gore, 

Sir Thomas Read,—Gentleman of the privy 
chamber, and one of the clerks of the green 
cloth to the prince. 

Beduwin. 

Robert Bruce, 
Ludgershall. 

J. Richmond Webb,—Died; a new writ order- 
ed, Dec. 2, 1724. 

Anthony Cornish, Borlace Richm. Webb. 

Old Sarum. 

Thomas Pitt,—Died ; a new writ ordered, May 
19, 1726. 

Robert Pitt,— Made his election for Oakhamp- 
ton. , 

George Pitt, | 

George Moreton Pitt,—Made register of the 
revenue of Excises a new writ ordered, Jan. 
13, 1724. 

John Pitt. 

Wotton Basset. | 

nee Murray,—Colonel of a regiment of 

out. 

William Chetwynd. 

Marlborough. 

Algernon e. of Hertford,—Made his election 
for the county of Northumberland. 

Thomas Gibson, Gabriel Roberts. 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 

Sir John Packington, : 

Sir Thomas Lyttelton.—Made a lord of the 
Admiralty; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 12, 1727, he was re-elected. 

Worcester. © 

Thomas Wylde, 

Droitwich. 

Richard Foley, 

Edward Jefferyes,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 20, 1726. . 

Thomas Winnington. 

Eversham. 

John Rudge, 


Bewdley, 
William Crew Offley,—One of the gentlemen 
of the privy-chamber. 


Charles Longueville. 


Samuel Sandys. 


Sir John Rushout. — 


YorxkSHIRE. 

Sir Arthur Kaye,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 17, 1727. 
Cholmond. Turner, 

York. 
Sir William Milner, 
Edward Thompson,— Made one of the commis- 
sioners of the revenue in Ireland; and anew » 
writ being ordered, May 31, 1725, he was 
re-elected. 
Kingston upon Hull. 
Sir Wm. St. Quintin,—Died, a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 9, 1724. | 


Henry visc. Down. 


Nathaniel Rogers. 
h. 


Richard Arundel,~Made surveyor-general of 


bis ma sa yet 8 works; and a new writ being 


April 20, 1726, he was re-elected. 


Sarborou 

John Hungerford, : 

Sir Wm. Strickland,—A commissioner of the 
revenue in Ireland, made a lord of the Trea- 
sary; and anew writ oe ordered, March 
31, 17 vote was re-elected 


John Sirope,-Ons of the barons of the Exche- 
oar and joint secretary of the 


Richmond. 
Be Con. D’Arcy,—Master of his 
D’ —Master 0 majest "5 
a ‘ 
— Pulteney _-Made his election fur Pres- 
Willen Pulteney, 


Heary ma oe gure mefor of the second 


‘ Fegament of 
J 
: James T 


yrrel, 
Si Conyers D’Arcy,—Made his election for 
Richmond. 


Joseph Danvers. 
Malton. 
Sr T, Wentworth, 
Sr William Strickland »—Died; 8 new writ or- 
dered, hate 16, 1724. 


Thirsk. 

Tho, Frankland,—Made a commissioner of the 
revenue in Ireland; and a new writ being 
ordered, April 24, 1724, he was re-elected. 

Sir W. St. Quintin. 

Aldbor ough 
Charles ares Suanbopey—Treneurer of his amaeniye s 


Wiltam Jessop. : 
Bever 
Sc Charles Ho ae bAiad of the royal re- 


giwent of dragoons; died, a new writ order- 
=o , Jan, 18, 1723. 


Hotham, Sir Mich. Newton. 
Northallerton 
Henry Peirse, — Leonard Smelt. 
Pontefrac | 
& Wal. Low Lowther, Jobn Lowther. 
CINQUE PORTS. 


Hasting 
Arch. Hutchinson,—See Westminster. 
& Will. Ashburnham,—Ore of the commis- 
teners of the Alienation. 


Pat Furnese, 
e Berkeley,—Made master of St. Catha- 
tee's hoopital end a new writ being order- 
fit ae be was re-elected. 


‘ 


# 
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Sandwich 

Josiah Burchet ee to ‘is Admiralty. 

Sir George Oxenden,—Made a lord of the Ad- 
miralty; and a new writ being ordered, May 
31, 1725, he was re-elected. 

Hythe. 
Hercules Baker,—Captain in the navy. 
Sir Samuel ee 
w- Romney. 

Sir Robert Farkie, David Papillon. — 

Henry lord “Avie; 

Phillips Gybbon,—Chairman of the committee 
of privileges and elections, mage surveyor 
_ general of his majesty’s land reveuue ; and a 
new writ being ordered, May 16, 1726, he 
was re-elected. 

Winchelsea. 

G. Bubb Dodington,—Made his election for 
Bridgewater. 

Robert Bristow, Thomas Townshend. 

Seaford. 

Sir W. Gage, 

Sir Philip "Yorke,—His majesty’s solicitor gene- 
ral, made attorney general; and a new writ 
being ordered, Jan. 31, i724, be was re- 
elected. 


WALES. 


ANGLESEA. 
Richard visc. Bulkeley,—Died, & new writ or 
dered, March 17, 1725. 
Hugh Williams. | 
Beaumaris. : : 


Henry Bertie. 


BRECON. 
W. Gwyn Vaughan. 


Brecon Town. 

William Morgan,—Made his election for the 
county of Monmouth; and a new writ or- 
dered, May 17, 1728, upon the petition 
against him being wi wo. 

Thomas Morgan. 


Carpicayn. 
Francis Cornwallis. 
Cardigan Town. 
Stephen Parry,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
eb. 18, 1725. 


1 Thomas Powel. 


CaERMARTHEN. | 
Edward Rice,—Not duly elected, 
Sir Nich. Williams. 
Caermarthen Town. 
Richard Vaughan,—Died : a new writ ordered, 
Dec. 5, 1724. 
James Philipps. 


CARNARVON, — 
John Griffith. 


Carnarvon Town 
Thomas Wynne,—Clerk of the green cloth to 
the Prince. 


' Densron. 
ve Wil, Wyan, 


19) 


Denbigh Town. 
Robert Myddelton. 
FLint. 
"Sic Roger Mostyn. 
Flint Town. 
‘Thomas Eyton. 
Gramorcas. 
Sir Charles Kemeys. 
Cardiffe Town. 
Edward Stradling,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 18, 1727. 
Bussy Mansell. 


MERIONETH. 
Richard Vaughan. 


Montcomery. 
Price hil 1 
ontgomery Lown. 
John Pughe., 


. PEMBROKE. 
Sir Arthar Owen. 
Pembroke Town. 
Thomas Ferrers,—Died : @ new writ ordered, 
Nov. f3, 1722. 
William Owen. 
Haverford West. 
Francis Edwards,—-Died; a new writ ordered, 
_ Jan. 20, 1726. | 
Erasmus Philipps. 


Rapnor. 
Sir Hum. Howarth. 

New Radnor Town, 
Thomas Lewis. 


SCOTLAND. 


Aberdeen, 
Archibald Grant, 
Air. 
Joha aay Sei 


Sir James Ce tai 
Banff. 


Alex. Abercrombie, 
Berwick. 

George Baillie. 

' Bute and Caithness. 

Peter Campbell, 

Clackmannan and Kinross. 

Sir John Schaw. 

. Cromartie and Nairn. 
Jobn Forbes, 

Dum ries, 

Charles Areskine,-—Made solicitor general of 
Scotland; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 31, 1725, he was re-elected. 

Dunbarton 
Mungo Haldane,—Not duly elected. 
John Cam sa L 


dinburgh. 
Robert Dundasa,--Lave lord advocate for Scot- 


Ajecander HLotie,—Minde lord, Los, king. at 
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arms; and a new writ being ordered, May 
15, 1727 . - was re-elected, 


Sir John Aceruthich 

ar. 

James Scott, jun. 

Haddington. 

John Cockburn. 

Incerness, 
James Grant. 
Kincardine. 
James Scott, sen —Lieutenant colonel of the 
third regiment of foot guards. 
Kircudbright. 
Alexander Murray. t 
Lanerk. 
Lord Archibald Hamilton. 
Linlithgow. 

George Dundas. 

Orkney and Shetland. 

Colonel George Douglas. 

Peebles. 
Joho Douglas. 
Perth. 

Lord James Murray,—Succeeded to the title of 
Duke of Athole; a new writ urdered, Nov. 
27, 1724. 

David Grahame, —Died; a. 
March 29,1726. 

Mungo Haldane,—See Dunbarton. 

nfrew. 

Major Thomas Cochrane. 


Ross. 
Alexander Urquhart. 


+ Roxburgh. 

Sir G. Elliot of Minto,—Made one of the or- 
dinary lords of session in Scotland; a aew 
writ ordered, May 24, 1726. 

Sir G. Elliot of Stobbs, 

Selkirk. 
John Pringle, sen. 
: Stirling. 
Joba Graham, juo. : 
Sutherland. 
Sir William Gordon. 
Wigtoun. 
John Stuart. 
Edinburgh City. 
John Campbell, 


Borovons or 
Kirkwall, Sc. 
Robert Monro. 
Fortrose, &c. 
Alexander Gordon,—Not duly reterned, but 
had leave to petitiun. 
Duncan Forbes. 


Elgin, $c. 
William Fraser—N ot daly elected. 


writ ordered, 


Joba Campbel 


ae Sc. 
William Kerr,—Not duly returned, but had 
leave to petition. 
John Middleton. 


Charles ia. an William Erskine,—Double 
retura ; the former act duly rerarned, bes 
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had leave to petition, which be did, and re- | ence to our present happy establishment, hy 
sewed it in Sess. 2,35. : | choosing for their Speaker a n of unshaken 
fidelity to his Majesty and his government, and 
of undoubted for the Protestant succession, 
on which all our marries depends :—That, 
considering of how little weight his recom- 
mendation could be, and how ill it became bia 
to advise or recommend, he should not presume 
to propose any body to so high a trust, but a 
person of known honour and integrity ; and of 
whose abilities, and impartiality in the Chair, 
the last House of Commons had had the 

reatest experience ; which, he believed, would 


Grail, gc. 
Derid Scott, and Philip Anstruther,—Dovuble 
_retam; the former not duly retarned, but 
Mr, Scott petitioned, complaining of an un- 
due election, and Mr. Anstruther was voted 
duly elected. 


Dysart, &c. | 
Thomas Leslie, Not daly returned, but had 
leave to petition. | 
— ir, —Major io the third regiment of 


_ Inverkithen, Sc. a much stronger inducement to all gentie- 

H, Coningham, jun. men, than any thing he could mention: that, 
Glasgow, Sc. after this short character of the person, it wo 

Daniel Campbell. be easy to guess his abd geatettet and that the 
Selkirk, Gc. very naming Spencer Compton, €84- would 


suggest to gentlemen many more and. better 
reasons than he could add: And therefore 
moved, *‘ That Spencer Compton, esq. might 


Deviel Weir —Died; a new writ ordered, 
March 17, 1725. 


Haddington, §¢. ; 
Sir Jemes Dalrymple,—Auditor general in 
Scotland. 


take the Chair of the House.” 
Charles Talbott, esq. eldest son of the bishop 
of Durham, said :—That, at the opening of this 


ries, 5c. parliament, he saw every corner of the House 
Wiliam Douglas. so crouded, that it was to him an earnest of 
Wigtoun, §c. ‘| agreater public spirit, or greater love of liberty, 
Wil. Dalrymple,—Colonel in the foot guards. | °9 this House of Commons, than had appe 


in any of their predecessors: that he hoped 
every gentleman came bere, resolved to support 
the liberty of the subject, the just rights of the. 
crown, and our present happ establishment in 
church and state:—That if this were theit 
sense, and if gentlemen were inclined to give 
assurances of it to their country, it was impos- 
sible to give a mure convincing proof, than by 
placing again in the Chair the honourable per- 
son that had been named, who had been always 
distinguished for bis love of liberty, and unal- 


Air, &e. 
William Staart, —Remembrancer of the Exche- 
quer, ia Scotland. | 
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Duke of Montrose, | 
Roxburgh 
Marquis of Tweedale 
Rarl of Sutherland 
Rothes, (died in 1722.) In 


e 


his stead terable adherence to our present establish- 
Finlater and Seafield. ment:—That if there be yet any enemies to 
Buchan our peace, who have entertained imaginary 
Haddington hopes, that the people of this kingdom have the 
Loudoun least inclination to exchange a Protestant for a 
Selkirk Popish government, let us shew by the known 
Aberdeen character of the person who we place at our 
Orkney head, what they are to expect from this House 
Staic ; of Commons:—-That it was always of the 
Bute greatest importance, and absolutely necessary 
Hopetoun to the regularity of the proceedings of the 
Deloraine House, to have in the chair a person remark- 
Isla. able for his knowledge in the laws of parlia- 


ment; and therefore he should second the mo- 
tion to put the honourable person again into * 
his former station: a station which Is indeed 
attended with infinite labour and difficulty ; 
aod is the greatest public trust that can be re- 
posed in.any man: But, That the honourable 
person named had, in the course of seven years, 
gone tbrough such a vast variety of business, a8 
shewed there was not any labour impossible for 
him to conquer, though of the greatest diffe 
culty ; and that no trust had ever been reposed 
in him, which he did not discharge with the 
greatest equality, fidelity, and honour, to the 
ratire satisfaction’ of every gentleman in the 
House; and when we bave this honourable per- 


Speacer Compton, e&y. chosen Speaker.] The 
Commons being returned to their House, 


Lord Stanhope, son and heir apparent of the 
earl of Chesterfield, one of the gentlemen of the 
tedchamber tu the prince of Wales, said ; That 
the Hoose having attended his Majesty, and 
laving received his Majesty's commands, by the 
lord Chancellor, to return to their House, and 
chune a Speaker; he thought, that, consider- 
ing tbe present circumstances of the times, and 
te many important affairs that seemed urgent 
tocome before this House, the House ought in 
thisirs step, to give his Majesty, and the whole 
pation, convincing provis o their frm adher- 
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son among us, can we be in the least doubt one 
morment.to call him agaia to the same Chair ; 
aad desire him once more to sacrifice his own 
ease‘and quiet, to the service of this House, 
and his country? And, That he hoped every 
gentleman would concur in the motion, That 
rape bon. Speacer Compton, esq. may take the 

air. 

Thea the House calling Mr. Compton to the 

air; eo 

Mr. Compion stood up in bis place, and said ; 
That he was very much obliged to the noble 
lerd, and honourable gentleman, for the great 
honour they had done him, in proposing him 
again for the chxir; and that if he had the 
Jeast share of those abilities they had compli- 
mented him with, he should know his duty bet- 
ter, than to decline the service of his country, 
though attended with the greatest difficulties : 
but he was so conscious of his own want of 
abilities to discharge the. duty of the chair; 
and so many gentlemen were witnesses of it in 
the last parliament; and his own experience 
had taught him to be most sensible of it him- 
self; he did therefore really wish the noble 
Jord, and honourable person, would withdraw 
their motion; or that some other gentleman 
would propose a fitrer person, which nobody 
could desire with more sincerity than he did.” 


But the House again calling Mr. Compton to: 


the chair; he was taken out of his place by the 
Jord Stanhope und Mr. Talbot; who led him 
from the bar of the House up to the Chair: 
where, upon the first step, he said; 

“ That, notwithstanding gentlemen had per- 
snitted him to come thus far, which he could 
impute to nothing but the good opinion they 
entertained of the noble lord and urable 
gentleman, who had done him the honour to 
_ propose him ; he hoped, even they themselves 

would be satisfied with the House’s having thus 
far complied with their propositions; and that 
he might now have leave to return to his 
place :” | | 

But the Members crying, No, no; 

Mr. Compton went up into the Chair: but, 
before he sat down, he said, That siuce gentle- 
men were determined to replace him in the 
Chair, be must return them his thanks for the 
great honour they had done him; but he hoped, 
at the same time, they would give him leave to 
lay his inability before his Majesty, that his 
Majesty’s service, and the service of his coun- 
try, might not suffer by his insufficiency; but 
that they might bave an opportunity of making 
@ better choice: 

But the Members cried, No, no: And 
thereupon Mr. Compton sat down in the Chair; 
and the mace, which before lay under the table, 
was laid upon thie table. : 

' Then Mr. Comptroller said, he concrata- 
lated the House on their having so unani- 
moously concurred in the choice of the same 
poren to be their Speaker, who had, in the 
ast parliament, discharged the duty of that im- 
portant post with honour, integrity, ability, and 
Impartiality: that he did not doubt but their 
Choice would be very agreeable to bis Majesty, 


presented and 


your Majesty’s commands, p 


and the whole kingdom: and his Majesty haw— 
ing, at the same time he commanded the Hoase 
to choose a Speaker, appointed them to pre~ 
sent him to his Majesty, at the bar of the 
House of Lords, on Thursday next, le moved, 
That the House do adjourn; which was done 
accordingly. 

The Speaker's Speech to the King en being 

ieee of.] Oct. 11. The 

King came to House of Lords with the 
usual solemnity; and the House of Comnons 
attending, 

The Speaker elect addressed bis Majesty as 
follows ; | 


“¢ May it please your Majesty, 

“ The kcights, ‘tisaes: and burgesses, im 
parliament assembled, having in obedience to 
to the 
choice of a Speaker, do now bumbly attend 
to present me to your Majesty, as the persom 
they have called to that service: butas I am 
conscious of my own weakness, and as my 
want of ability cannut be unknown to your 
Majesty, I moet earnestly beseech yoir Majesty 
to accept my excuse, and to command your 
mons to present to your Majesty some other per- 
son more worthy of your royal approbation.” 

Then the Lord Chancellor, taking disections 
from his Majesty, said ; 

‘¢ Mr. Compton, 

“You have so long, and sovery well, dis- 
charged ‘the important trust of Speaker of the 
House of Commons ; and his Majesty has bad 
so full experience of your zeal for his service, 
and for the interests of your country, which are 
really inseparable; that he is pleased te com- 
mand me to tell you, that he is perfectly well 
satisfied with the choice which his Commons 
have made of you now to be their Speaker; and 
therefore does not admit of your excuse; but 
allows of, and confirms, you to be Speaker.” 

Then Mr. Speaker suid ; 

“ Since it is your Majesty’s pleasure to ap- 
prove the choice your Commons have nade, it 
is my duty to submit; and _ oo to. 
supply my want of capacity, by a diligent 
slieauoe ‘a the discharge of this trust, which E 
am commanded to undertake.—The experience 
[ have had of your Majesty’s great goodness, in 
pardoning my past errors, encourages me to 
hope, that any involuntary mistakes I may here- 
after make, will receive a favourable construo- 
tion: And I intirely rely on your Majesy’s 
justice and goodness, that none of my fetlings or 
infirmities may be imputed to your faithful Com- 
mons; tm whose name, I lay claim, by humble 
Petition to your Majesty, to all their antient 
and accustomed rights, privileges, and immue 
nities; particularly, Theat, for their betrer at 
tendance on the public service, their persons, 
estates, and servants, may be free from arrests, 
suits, and molestations: That they mey have 
liberty and freedom of ‘speech, for the better 
manavement of their debates: That they may 
have free access to your Majesty, atall convenient 
times, as occasion shall require: And that thei. . 
proceedings may be free from misconstruction, 


_s 


| ct ete ce ee eee Mee ary. bac 


ad 


aad receive the most favourable interpreta- 
tion.” 

Then the Lord Chancellor, receiving further 
directions frem his Majesty, said; — 

* Mr, Speaker, 

“Jam commanded by his Majesty to say, 
that his Majesty, being fully assured of the 
ro loyalty, and good affections, of the 

ase of (ommons, does most willingly grant 

to them all their privileges, in as full a manner as 

they haveat any time been granted or allowed by 

any of his Majesty’s royal predecessors: And, as 

to what you have said in relation to yourself, his 

Majesty will be graciously pleased to put the 

best and most favourable constructions upon 

words and actions, in the discharge of 

your daty, as Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons. 


. The King’s Speech on Opening the Session.] 
Teen his Majesty was pleased to say, 

« My s and Gentlemen, I have ordered 
my Lord Chancellor to declare to you, in my 
mme and words, the causes of calling this 
Pertiament.”” . 

Then the Lord Chancellor said, _ 

&@ My Lords and Gentlemen ; I have re- 
ceived bis Majesty’s commands from the throne, 
to declare to you in his Majesty’s name and 
words, the causes of his calling this parliament, 
a follows : | 

“My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

“Iam concerned to find myself obliged, at 
the ing of this parliament, to acquaint 
you, a sigs datecrmus eoescieee has been for 
some time formed, and is still carrying on, 
wamet my person and government, in favour 
ofa Popish Pretender. 

- The discoveries I have made here, the in. 
formations I have received from my ministers 
abroad, and the intelligences J have had from the 
powers ia alliance with fa and indeed from 
most parts of Eorope, have given me most 
sole anid concurrent proofs of this wicked 


ie conspirators have, by their emissa- 
nea, made the strongest instances for assistance 
from foreign powers; but were disappointed 
m their expectaticns. However, confiding in 
their pambers, and not discouraged by their 
former ill success, resolved once more, 
wpon their own strength, to attempt the sub- 
versina of government. 

“To cus’ ead. they ded considerable 
sans of money, en great nambers of of- 
feers from abroad, secured large quantities of 
atesand ammunition, and thought theasselves 
® sach readiness, that had not the conspiracy 
been timety discov: we should without 
doubt, before now, have seen the whole nation, 
aad particalarty the city of London, invelved in 
Wood and confusion. 

. “The care I have taken has, by the biess- 
iz of God, btherto prevented the execution of 
beta encamped aif this summer; six regiments 
(thou very frecessary for the segurity of that 
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oe been brought over from Ire- 
land. States General have given me 
assurances, that they would keep a consider- 
able of forces id areadiness to embark 

on the first notice of their being wanted here, 

which was all I desired of them; being deters. 
mined not to put my people to sny more ex~ 
pence than what was absolutely necessary for 
their pence and security. . 

“¢ Some of the Conspirators have been taker 
wp and secured; and endeavours are used for 
the apprenenicing others, 

“‘ My Lords, and Gentlemen, | 

‘¢ Having thes ie general laid before you the 
state of the present Conspiracy, I must leave to 
your consideration what is proper, and neces- 
sary to be done, for the quiet add safety of the 
kingdom. I cannot but believe the hopes and 
expectations of our enemies are very ill ground- - 
ed, in flattering themselves that the late discon-: 
tents, occasioned by private losses and misfore 
tunes, however industriously aod maliciously 
fomented, are turned into disaffection, and a 
spirit of rebellion. 

“ Had I, since my accession to the throne, 
ever attempted any innovation in oor establish- 
ed religion; had I, in any one instance, mvaded 
the liberty or property of my subjects ; I should 
less wonder at any endeavours to alienate the 
affections of my people, and draw them isto 
measures that can end in nothing but their own 
destruction. 

‘¢ But to hope to persuade a free people, in 
full enjoyment of all that ts dear and valuable 
to them, to exchange freedom for slavery, the 
Protestant religion for Popery, and to sacrifice 
at once the price of so much blood and treasure 
as have heen spent in defence of our present 
establishment, seems an infatuation not to be 
accounted for: but, however vain and unsac- 
cessful these desperate projects may prove in 
the end, they have at present so far the desired 
effect, as to create uneasiness and diffiidence in 
the minds of my people, which our enemies le- 
bour to improve to their own advantege. By 
forming Plots, they depreciate all property that 
is vested in the Public Funds; and then com- 
plain of the low state of Credit; they make an 
increase of the national expences necessary, 
and then clamour at the burthen oftaxes; and 
endeavour to impute to my government gs 
grrevances, the mischiefs ae | calamities which 
they alone create and occasion. 

‘* T wish for nothing more, than to see the 
Public Expences lessened, and the great Nae 
tional Debt put in a method of being gradually 
reduced and discharged, with a strict regard to 
parliamentary farth; and a more favourable 
opportanity could never have been hoped for 
than the state of profound peace, which we now 
enjoy with all our neighbours, But Public 
Credit wiil always languish, under daily alarms 
and spprebensions of public danger; and, as 
the enemies of our have been able to 
bring this rmmediate mischief upon aos, nothing 
can prevent them from continuing to subject 
the nation to new and constant difficulties and 
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distresses, but the wisdom, zeal and vigorous 
resolutions, of this parliament. 

“¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

«¢ T have ordered the Accompts to be made 
wp, and laid betore you; of the extraodinary 
charge that has been incurred this summer, for 
the defence and safety of the kingdom ; and I 
have been particularly careful not w direct 
any expence to be made greater, or svoner, 
than was of absolute necessity. 

‘TI have likewise ordered Estimates to be 
prepared, and laid betore you, for the service 
of the year ensuing: and I hope the further 
provisions, which the treasonable practices of 
our enemies. have made necessary for our 
common safety, may be ordered with such 
frugality, as very little to exceed the supplies 
of the last year. 

‘‘ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“I need not tell you of what infinite con- 
cern it isto the peace and tranquillity of the 
kingdom, that this parliament should upon this 
occasion exert themselves with a more than 
ordinary zeal and vigour. An entire union 
among all that sincerely wish well to the pre- 
sent establishment is now become absolutely 
necessary. Our enemies have too long taken 
advantage from your differences and dissen- 
tions. Let it be known, that the spirit of 
Popery, which breathes nothing but confusion 
to the civil and religious rights of a Protestant 
Church aud Kingdom, however abandoned 
some few may be in despite of all obliyations 
divine and human, has not so far possesed my 
people, as to make them ripe for such a fatal 
change. Let the world see, that the general 
disposition of the nation is no invitation to 
Foreign Powers to invade us, nor encourage- 
ment to domestic enemies to kiadle a civil war 
in the bowels of the kingdom. Your own in- 
“terest and welfare call upon you to defend 
yourselves. Ishall wholly rely upon the Di- 
vine Protection, the support of my Parlia- 
ment, and the affections of my People, which 
I shall endeavour to preserve, by stcadily ad- 
hereing to the Constitution in Church and 
State, and continuing to make the laws of the 
Yealin the rule and measure of all my actions.” 


Debate in the Lords on the Bill for the 
suspending the Habeas Corpus Act.| As 
soon as the King was withdrawn, and the 
Commons returned to their House, his grace 
the duke of Grafton, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ircland, took notice of the horrid Conspi- 
racy lately formed and sull carrying‘on, against 
his Majesty’s sacred person and government ; 
shewed the necessity of strengthening the 
hands of his Majesty’s ministers, in order to a 
full detection and entire suppression of those 
traiterous designs and practices; and there- 
upon, with the leave of the House, presented a 
Bul for suspending the Habeas Corpus Act, 
and empowering his Majesty to secure and de- 
tain such persons as his Majesty shall suspect 
are conspiring against his person and govern- 
ment, for the spaceof one year. After the 
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first reading of the said Bill, a motion was- 
made for reading it a second time immedi- 
ately, which was strenuously opposed, but after 
a long ‘and warm debate, the question being, 
put thereupon was carried by a majority of 67 
voices against 24. The Bill being, accordingly 
read a second time, and committed, the House 
adjourned during pleasure, and being quickly 
after resumed, they went into a Committee 
upon the said Bill, his grace the duke of Whar- 
ton being in the chair, The Committee, after 
some speeches went through the Bill, and 
filled up the blank for the continuance of the 
suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act with the 
words, ‘until the 24th day ot October 1723.” 
The House being resumed, the duke of Whar- 
ton reported the said Bill, with the Amend- 
ment made thereto, which occasioned another~ 
very warm and obstinate debate. | 
The Earls of Anglesea, Cowper, Stafford, 
and Coningsby, the Lords Trevor, Bathurst, 
aud Bingley, represented, That the Habeas 
Corpus Act being, on all hands, admitted to 
be the greatest and strongest bulwark of Eng- 
lish liberty, it did not consist with the wisdom 
of parliament, to suspend it without an abso- 
lute necessity. That, indeed, in cases of ac- 
tual rebellion, or intended invasion, that act 
had been, at times before, suspended; but yet 
this was done sparingly, by degrees, and néver 
for above the term of six months. That this 
consideration put them under a very melan- 
choly apprehension for the very being or ef- 
fect of that excellent law; since the suspen- 
sion of it for a year, might be as good a pre- 
cedent for the suspending it, on another occa- 
sion, for the term of cwo years, as any former 
precedene was now for the present suspension. 
‘hat the horrid Conspiracy, which occasioned 
this suspension, having been discovered five 
months before, and divers of the conspirators 
imprisoned for it a considerable time past, it 
was very unreasonable to suppose, that the 
danger of this plot, in the hands of an able, 
faithful, and diligent minister, would continue 
for a year or more yet to come, and that in so 
high a degree as to require a suspension of the 
liberty of the subject. That, indeed, their 
just apprehensions would in great measure be 
removed, if his Majesty, on whose known 
equity, goodness, and clemency they entirely 
depended, would remain amongst us during 
the whole time of this suspension: but that 
his Majesty not having visited his dominions 
abroad these two last years, would very pro- 
bably leave the a at the next spring. 
That in his Majesty’s absence this great power 
of imprisoning the subjects at will, and detain- 
ing them in prison until the 24th of October 
1723, and for as much longer time as till they 
can after that, take the benefit of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, (if they could then do it at all) 
would be lodged in the hands of our fellow- 
subjects, who could not be supposed to be 
above all prejudices and partialities, as they 
were sure his Majesty was; and who, besides, 
might bave private resentments to gratify. 


%} 


tatorial 


the parliament is not ae 
indoence on the freedom o 
noce so long a suspension was liable to so 
many inconveniencies, they thought most ad- 
viseable to redace it to the term of six months; 
& theendof which, if there appeared a ne- 
cessty for it,it might be continued six months 
longer, as wa done before in this very reign, 
Guring the Inte rebellion. = - 
These objections to the bill itself, or con- 
unuance of itfor a year, were answered by 
the lords Townshend, Harcourt, Carteret, the 
Gakes of Argyle, Wharton, and Newcastle, 
wd some others. They represented, That 
the Habeas Corpus act bad been suspended 
upon mach less important occasions, upon bare 
laumations of a plot; whereas the king had 
how laid before the parliament the particulars 
of a conspiracy to introduce a Popish prince : 
that it was the suspension should 
contnse a whele year, since the conspirators 
(wbo probably would lie still all the winter) 
rig exert themselves in a picky when 
t was up; and might flatter 
ih with the hopes of foreign assis- 


* The of the arguments in supe 
pert of the Bill was, a few days after, published 
= London Journal, as follows : 
seal 

to Englishmen, upon every su D 

W the Habses Corpus ma and wih.ch is in- 
Serronsy and y heightened, upon oc- 
pe: of the act just now d to pur- 
per sce et to ged ohne pe 
then a act absolutely necessary to secure 
other Tun, and from the total loss of all 

“* and of this Habeas Corpus Act 
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That this Bill did, in effect, vest the ministers 
with an aatbority almost as arbitrary and ex- 
tensive as that of a Roman Dictator, since 
iwht inflict even on innocent persons, 

1 rer the misfortune to duapleace 
them, a poosbment of above a year’s imprison- 
ment, which comes little short of death, and 
which oftentimes occasions it. That the dic- 
, among the Romans, was al- 
ways lad down immediately after the occasion 
for which it was given was over; and it was 
remarkable, thet it was never continued much 
longer, unul a little before the Roman Com- 
monwealth, from which all other states draw so 
misy maxims of government, lost its liberties. 
That so long a suspension of the Habeas Cor- 
Act, weakens the provision made in the 
Bi for the Members of either House of Par- 
bament, ‘That they shall not be committed or 
‘detained, the parliament sitting, until the 
‘matter be first communicated, and the con- 
. ‘seat obtained of the Houses respectively, ’ 
moce it issery probable, the parliament will 
not be sitting the greatest part of the time, 
for which this bill was enacted, would con- 
unue a law: that such is the weakness of 
haman nature, that the apprehension of what 
might befal a member of parliament while 
might have some 
parliament : that 


t uneasiness, which is very 


ject; if, at the call of imminent 


(se 


Protest against the Bill for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus Act.) Then the ‘question 
being put to agree with the committee, it 
was resolved in the affirmative. 

“ Dissentient” 

“<1. Because the Act, commonly called the 
Habeas Corpus Act, is admitted on all hands 
SLE ER RED: EAP ca ORD ERO DEES EERIE 
itself, But, itis necessary forus all, before we 
cin or ought to be satisfied in so important a 
point, to enter carefully into the particalar 
questions, which naturally arise upon: this 
subject; and which must he sifted and de- 
bated, before any one, who loves his country 
and his liberty, can acquiesce. _ 

“1. Whether it be fit, upon any occasion, 
“to suspend the ordinary operation of the Ha- 
‘beas Corpus Act? 2. Whether there be any 
‘ reason sofficient to make it fit to do it now? 
‘3. Whether if it ought now to be done, it 
‘ought to be done for so long a time as a 
‘year?’ these take in every thing relating to 
the point in hand. 

“ The first of these questions has been resolved 
constantly without any hesitation in the affir- 
mative by the wisdom of all parliaments, ever 
since the making that act. Their behaviour, 
and the laws made by them, have éver shewed 
that it was a determined case with them, that 
upon occasion of any conspiracy against the 
state, (the execution of which always depends 
upon the persons of the conspirators, and the 
ibery they enjoy to advise and to act,) it was 
absolutely necessary to grant to the executive 
power, for a time, a right to appreliend and de 
tain.the persons of such as should be suspected 
to have a partin it. Otherwise, they always 
argued, there must soon be an end of our es- 
tablishment, and all our liberties; and that 
without this, the Habeas Corpus Act itself 
must be much worse than mere dirty parche- 
ment or waste paper: fur it must be itself the 
very instrument and immediate occasion of 
that ruin, and loss of liberty, it was desiyned 
to prevent. Accordingly, seven times, since 
the revolution, has that act soffered suspen- 
sion, as absolutely necessary to the preservation 
of the act itselt, and all the privileges of it. 
Seven times have our predecessors, with one 
voice in parliament, decreed such a power to 
the crown, for the preventing total ruin. And 
this, with the highest reasons of state, allowed 
of and practised upon, by all states and king- 
doms; and by none more, than where the 
greatest liberty has flourished, which has caused 
the greatest dread of losing it. | 

“ But there need not examples. The rea- 
son of the thing is plain. + For what indeed 
avails it to have a good constitution, if there 
be not in that constitution somewhere lodged 
a power of preserving itself by extraordinary 
methods, upon extraordinary occasiens ? What 
imports it, to hare a roll of parchment, called 
an act of parliament for the liberty of the sub» 
nger, which 
threatens the destruction of this act, and all 
acts, there be not a power lodged and exerted, 
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to be the great bulwark of the liberty of the 
subject; and therefore, although in cases of 
actual rebellion and intended invasion, that 
Act has been at times before suspended, yet 
it was done sparingly and hy degrees; and 
the utmost term for which it has been suspend- 
ed, at any one time, has been the term of six 
months; which consideration puts us under a 


_ to confine the persons of some, that the persons 
of all may not suffer by that liberty, which such 
conspirators enjoy, merely by virtue of this act? 
To'what purpose will it be afterwards to ask, why 
did not they who knew of these conspirators, 
and who were to guard against them, at least 
confine them where they coud do no mischief? 
The answer must be, because they had no 

ower by law todo it. The question then will 
equally in vain, Why did they not ask and 
demand it of parliament? Why, they 
had a veneration for the Habeas Corpus Act, 
the darling and defence of the people. The 
next voice will then be this, Why do you tell 
us of our darling and our defence? call 
it no longer by those names; it is our 
poison and ruin, if a regard to that has brought 
destruction upon us, and prevented the mea- 
sures which alone could have saved us. We 
are now dead, for fear of death; and have lost 
this act, and all the effect of it, for ever, out of 
a iy rsp dread of suffering traitors ta lose 
the benefit of it for a season. 

‘The second of the foregoing questions is 
answered under the first. It only depends 
upon this, whether there be in fact, a design of 
introducing a Popish prince, atthe hazard of 
all that is valuable to Britons and Protestants, 
now gving on. Whoever doubts of this in his 
own soul, I am free to give him leave to be in- 
tirely and for ever dissatisfied with every 
thing done to prevent it; because I am con- 
fident no one can doubt it, who has eyes, or 
ears, or common understanding. Whoever 
does not. doubt it, can no more doubt of the 
reasonableness of following the usual method 
chalked out to us by all preceding parlia- 
meuts, and by all free governments in the 
world. After what the king bas, with the ut- 
most solemnity, laid before tbe parliament, it 
had been, in my poor opinion, much more sin- 
cere and becoming, to have addressed him in 
humble manner, and begged of him to retoro 
ip peace to his own people abroad, than to 
have delayed one hour to give him that tes- 
timony of their confidence, .and those assur- 
ences of their zeal, which every parliament 
since the revolution had upon much less de- 
clarations, given to his predecessors, In what 
a condition indeed, had his and our affairs 
appeared to all abroad, if they bad seen the 
peiemest of Britain itself cold and indifferent 

1 such a cause, and denying their present 
king the powers necessary even for the preser- 
Vation of his own life against violence, as well 
as of the whole constitution against ruin? 

*¢ But the third question oreetes the difi- 
culty, ‘Why for go long a time as a whole 


very melancholy apprehension for the very 
being or effect of that excellent law; since the 
present suspeasion of it, for the term of a year 
or more, will be as full as good an authority, 
in point of precedent, for the suspending it on 
another occasion for the term of two years, as 
any former precedent is now for the present 
suspension during one year and more. 


‘year?’ Upon this, it is worth remembering, 
that there was no formal contest, as I am ine 
formed, in parliament, about the doing the 
thing itself. It was by most allowed, or sup- 
posed to be right and necessary: though at 
every proper place, arguments were thrown in, 
which plainly enough shewed, that there lay 


the grief, that it should be done at all. How- | 
ever, to gain a preste’ number, that was given . 


up. Some would consent to it for three, some 
for four, and some for six months. But the 
could not possibly (such was their love to their 
country!) consent to it for twelye months. 
When I heard this, I presently thought with 
myself, What? Can these persons trust them- 
lve and us, and all their fellow subjects, in 
the hands of the ministers for six months? 
And is it so terrible a thing to do it for six 
months more? If they can be safe and secure 
in this for the first six months, and the condi- 
tion of affairs requires it, surely they may be 
safe for the last six months? If such misery 
and calamity be in the matter; such horror 
and dread, that the government by the bow 
string is better, why is it consented to for six 
months; why for four months?. Nay why for 
one? But if six months can be reasonably 
allowed, let us try whetber another six months 
may not be as reasonable. No. Itis too 
much; it is too long to trust such 3 power. 
I grant it; twelve months is too longa ume. 
So is six months. So is four months, So is 
four days. But if twelve months be neces- 
sary; if the occasion requires and demands 
such a time; it isyust as fitting, as twelve days 
or twelve hours. It is a pain and a grief to 
think of doing ic at all. No Englishman can 
consént to it, but with reluctance. But to 
none can it be half so pungent, or half so un- 
easy, as to those who are to execute if, (if ne- 
cessity calls them to it,) unless they are mon- 
sters, void of all concern and hardened into 
stone, 

‘‘ Take, therefore, my notion of this affair 
in short. If this were the spring time of the 
year, there is no one, I believe, who would 
have asked, and no one who would have con- 
sented to give more than six months, because 
that space of time would take in all the sum- 
mer, and reach down towards the meeting of 
the parliament again: and the summer being 
the time always of the greatest danger, that 
would be provided for; and the sessions would 
come on tune enough to make farther previsiog 
if necessary. This is the case at present. 
There is a certainty of a more resolute 
(with several persons of note actually embarked 
init,) shan pesbaps has ever yet book known. 

. 4 
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“9. The detestable conspiracy which occa-', bably, leave the kingdom the next spring to that 


discovered and signified to the city of London 
above fre months since, and divers imprisoned 
for ita considerable time past, we cannot but 
conceive itto be highly unreasonable to sup- 
pose, that the danger of this plot, in the hands 
of afaithtul and diligent ministry, will con- 
tinue fora year and more yet to come, and 
that insoligh a degree as to require a sus- 
pension of the liberty of the subject (for so we 
take x to be) during all that tine. 

“3. His Majesty, having not visited his domi- 
moas abroad these two last years, will very pro. 


There must be a@ provision at present, because 
the design is at present workiog, far from being 
manend, Put the case now, that this new 
law were to take effect: but for four or six 
months, and that at the end of that term the 
miuisters were to represent the necessity of 
proloneing it, (as was propoced Ly some,) if 
suy such necessity should then appear. Not 
w mention the dithicalties, and cavils, objec- 
tions and outcries, which would then be raised 
afresh; Are we such strangers to the-cunning 
and dexterity of such Conspirators, as to doubt 
that all care wonld be taken to hush every 
thing into peace and quiet; that every mouth 
would be taught not to open too loud; much 
mere every hand not to stir, during that tour or 
sx months; and that there might be such a 
ésuipline and management exercised, that, if 
Kwere fit to keep, or to call the parliament 
together, the ministers should not have it in 
their power tu demunstrate clearly that there 
was any such mark of disturbance stirring, or 
any such treaso.s still visible, as would be suf- 
asent to urve the continuance of this act. But 
4 soon as that term expired, and the time for 
auon came, what would they do, or what 
would they not civ, wheo it would be safe for 
uem to exert themsclves again, and they could 
have the benefit of this Habeas Corpus act to 
tiade any confinement? ns 
“ But, itis said, precedents are against you. 
is suspension never yet was made for so long 
aume. It may be so; though one was conti- 
tued to nine months, pretty near this. But 
precedents are on the side of this material part 
of the provision, that the season in which the 
pulament was not sitting, was always the sea- 


sions the present suspension, having heen end ; in which case, this great power of sus- 


pecting and imprisoning the subjects at will, 
and detaining them in prison till the 24th of 
October, 1723, and for as much longer time 
as till they can, after that, take the benefit of 
the Habeas Corpus Act (if they can then do it 
at ali) will be lodged in the hands of some of our 
fellow subjects, who, we are not so sure, will be 
above all prejudices and partialities, as we are, 
that his Majesty will, | 

“<4. This weakeas the provision made in the - 
Bill for the Lords, and Members of the other 
House of Parhament, ‘ That they shall not be 
SE Sat selene a oe an ieee Sai Ra De SE PE DD 
shewn, without extending the term through the 
summer, Accordingly, it is impossible thas 
extending the present act to the summer car 
be a precedent any farther, than for taking care 
of the interval between sessions and sessions. 
" Seven times has this act, in the same form, 
passed ; but never with more certain and un- 
doubted necessity, than at present. it always 
guarded against the danger of the summers 
and this cannot do the same, without remaining 
in furce for a year. If it be a melancholy 
thing to think of such a suspension, whom must 
Englishmen thank for such an evil, but those 
who by their repeated designs make it abso~ 
lutely necessary? Whom must they .curse, if 
such desigus had prevailed for want of a sus- 
pension, but an administration that would not 
contend for it? It may be abused, without 
doubt; there isa possibility of that. But there 
is a probability it will not, because it never has 
made matter for sv much as one complaint, 
under the seven foregoing trials; and for g 
stronger reason, because it is evidently personal 
destruction to those ministers, who attempt to 
abuse it.. But the possibility of such abuse is 
no argument against the necessity of extraor~ 
dinary methods; and is greatly outweighed by 
the certainty or high probability of confusion 
first, and ruin afterwards, without it, Nor cam 
I compare this deead of preventing a present 
ruin by a method, which has in it the bare pos~ 
sibility of being abused, to any thing better, 
than to the temper of a man, who, bearing the 
main beam of his house crack, and seeing it alk 


| yielding and. tumbling upon his. head, resolves 


not to escape out of it tuo rashly, because it is 


' barely possible that a tile may fall from the top 


ton taken care of. In this, precedents lead us. | of the house upon his head, Something mast 
And the reason is, because the execution of | be hazarded to save all; and when the whole is 
sch; desiens 18 veneraily in that season. No in danger, a part must not have all. our care. 
eae ever pretended that.a suspension for six or , A power to save is always in some degree @ 
ume months was a precedent tor a suspension | power to hurt. A power .to do good always 


fe twelve months: nor thereture can the pre- 
*M suspension for one year, ever be a prece- 


| 
| 


carries with it a power(tbhough not a right) to 
do evil, But power must be trusted some~ 


for a suspension hereafter for two years; | where upon such occasions: and they trust it 
% some would seem to fear, though there be an | most reasonably, who trust it. for a season of 
wsurdity in the very supposition. But the | necessity only, where self interest and self pre« 


@te in former suspensions, to guard against 

tin that part of the year when the parlia- 

Be would not be sitting, was justly affirmed 

bea precedent for the same care in the pre- 

*eat tspension ; which could not have been 
Vou, VILL 


servation forbid the abuse of it., I say, self pre- 

servation, For it is at their own peril, that the 

ministers act under such a law: and they must 

know assuredly, and if there be the least abuse 

of the power given them, through malice or. 
D . 


e 
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committed or detained (the Parliament sjtting) 
without the consent of the Houses respect- 
ively ;’ since it is very probable the Parlia- 
ment will not be sitting the greatest part of 
the time for which this Bill, if enacted, will 
continue a law: and such 1s the weakuess of 
buman nature, that we cannot be assured, but 
that the apprehension of what may befal any 
Member of Parliament, while the Parliament 
is not sitting, may have some influence on 
the freedom of acting and debating in Parlia- 
ment, 

“ §. Thedictatorial power was always ended 
er laid down unmediately when the urgent 
occasion for it was over, and was never con- 
. unued much longer, tll a little before that 
great state (from which all others draw so many 
snaxims of goveroment) lost its liherties—— 
( Signed.) W. Ebor’, Aylesford, Gower, Os- 

borne, Fran. Cestriens’, Asbburoham, 
Guilford, Craven, Cowper, Scarsdale, 
Trevor, Hay, Masham, Bathurst, Straf- 
ford, Anglesea, Bingley, Litchfield, 
Uxbridge.” 


Then the Bill with the said amendment was 
vead a third time, passed without a divi- 
gion, and sent dewn to the Commons. 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks to the Kin 
Sor his Speech relating to the Conspiracy. 
Oct. 12. The House of Lords presented the 
following Address to his Majesty : | 


“¢ Most Gracious Sovereign, 2 
6 We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
Parliament assembled, humbly return your 


LPR AC LR A AEE TO AT LEO EAGT A IE ETE AS CTC TE ELLE AT ELE OEE SEN NAR OTE, 
wantonness, at their hands it will be required; 
and at the end of the term allowed, the men 
themselves, who vested this power in them, will 
mest together with as great an indignation 
against them, and resolution to destroy them, 
as they now have shewn with regard to the 
Conepitators. There is a day of reckoning. 
This is security enough, cven in the opinion of 
those who can think a ministry vile enough 
without it, to be wicked merely for wickedness 
aake. And the security is the same, as well in 
the absence of his majesty (which some have 
been pleased unnecessarily to suppose, to 
‘ their argument) as in his presence. 
For as a king of Great Britain, though present, 
is never supposed to act, but by his ministers, 
and they are accountable for all that is done ; 
a0, in his absence, if.there can be a difference, 
they are much more, but without doubt, equal- 
, accountable ; no other character that can 
given them, altering at all their ministerial 
office, or rendering them at all the less free from 
the apprehension and awe of a parliamentary 
inquiry. 
“ But why so much zeal against this length 
of time, when it cannot shew itself without 
' gross self-contradiction? They who make this 
objection from a supposed absence, themselves 
profess a readiness to continue this act into the 
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Majesty the Thanks of this House for your Ma- 
jesty’s most gracious Speech from the throne, 
and for communsscating to your parliament the 
dangerous Designs formed, and sull carrying 
on, against your majesty’s most sacred persoa 
and government, in favour of u Popish Preten- 
der. 

“© We cannot sufficiently express our detes- 
tation and abhorrence thereof, or our just in- 
dignation against all such as have, by any means 
whatsoever, traiterously endeavoured to alieae ~ 
ate the affections of your Majesty's good sub- 
jects, or, by maliciously fomenung any of their 
late discontents, however occasioned, to raise 
them to a spirit of rebellion. 

“We think ourselves in duty bound, on this 
occasion, to declare our very great satisfaction 
in the wise measures taken by your Majesty, 
which, by the blessing of God have hitherto 
disappointed the treasonable projects of all 
your enemies, and happily preserved the peace 
and tranquillity of the kingdom, 

‘¢ Could the enemies of our peace Lave pro- 
cured a foreign force to invade us, and, by 
such assistance, a rebellion to bave becn raised 
in the heart of your kingdom, though we asaure 
ourselves so desperate an attempt must have 
ended in their own destruction, it is not yet te 
be doubted, but that the city of London, whose 
wealth and influence have been so constantly 
employed in opposing Popery and arbitrary 
power, would have felt the utmost efforts ef 
their fury, and the kingdom been made a scene 
of bloodshed and confusion. 

“Such of your Majesty's good subjects, as 
may have been unwarily misled at so critical a 
juncture, must now plainly discern the differ- 


summer, if necessary; which is lable te the 
same objection. And they who think this act 
eo secure from abuse, whilst a parliament 1s 
sitting to keep power in awe, cannot but know 
that the parliament must meet again st the 
end of this term; and that there is in truth as 
effectual and as beneficial an awe from the 
certainty that it must meet then, as from the 
seeing it met now. ‘ 

“If 1 have omitted, or mistaken, any thing, 
on either side of the question in hand, I shalt 
consider it in another paper, having no possible 
interest but that of my country. But ia the 
present view of it, I am tree to declare, for mye 
self, as one Englishman, that considering the 
nature of the present Conspiracy, and the ex- 
pectations and face of affairs abroad, I would 
not have thanked any of my representatives for 
defending me when I am most secure, and 
leaving me defenceless when I am least so. 
Now, { say, now is the time, (perhaps the only 
time we may have left us,) to shew in the face 
of all the powers of Europe, that we will try all 
methods, rather than suffer a Popish bigot to 
be impused upon us; and that we have still 
unanimity, spirit, and strength enough, to 
search the present evil to the bottom. Iam, 
&c. Britannicus.” See Political Swate, vol, 
Qt. Pp. 426. . : 


. 


a) 


cace between those great calamities, from 
which, by the blessing of God, they have been 
hitherto and the imagiaary dangers 
wth which they have been industriously 
wmued, | 
“ We caonct but acknowledge with most 
saa hearts, the inestumable blessings we 
enjoyed ender your Majesty’s sabia 
mag the whole course o r reign; an 
pci a eh our inmost antes ed thanks 
fer yoer Majesty's most gracious Declaration, 
ea sich we entirely depend, that your Majes- 
ty will steadily adhere to our constitution in 
eberch and state, and contiaue to make the 
laws of the realm the rule and measure of all 
your actions. And we ‘humbly beg ieave to 
asare your Majesty of our most unshaken 
bdebty; and that we will, to the utmost of our 
power, on all occasions, stand by and assist 
your Maesty against all your enemies whatso- 
ever, both at heme and abroad, in maintenance 
of your Majesty's undoubted right and title to 
the Imperial Crown of this realm.” 


The King’s Answer.] The King’s Answer 
was 29 follows : 


“My Lords; 
“Tthenk you for this loyal and dutiful Ad- 
dress. Sosessonable a mark of your zeal and 
affection will be of the greatest sefvice at this 
cnucal juneture, and lay me under the strictest 
obligation to ose the confidence you repose in 
Me to no otherends, than the preservation of 
the public tranquillity, and of the rights and 

berties of my people.”? 


Debate in the Commons on the Address of 
| Mr. Speaker having afterwards re- 
ported the King’s Speech to both Houses, 

Mr. Willan Pulteney stood up, and repre- 
‘ated the dismal consequences of the Plot, if 
1 bat pleased the Divine Providence that it had 
not been timely discovered; and moyed for an 
Address of Thanks, on the several heads of his 
Majesty's Speech, particularly to congratulate 
bis Majesty on the timely discovery of the dan- 
serous and unnatural Conspiracy sgainst his 

‘esty s person and government ; to express 
the just detestation and abhorrence his faith- 
ial Commons bad of all such traiterous prac- 
Hees, and ‘their indignation and resentment 
against the eathors and contrivers of them. 
ou was seconded by Mr. Doddington ; 
, beak Shinpen moved that to the paragraph, 
_ weunag his Majesty, that his faithful Com- 
, mons would enable him effectually to suppress 
Opa: spirit of rebellion,’ these words 
c a added, ‘ with due regard to the liber- 
: Lbs the sabject, the constitution in church 

state, and the laws now in force.’ 

as seconded by sir William Wyndham, 
t for Somersetshire; but 

. ulteney replied, That such a clause 
_ itrious to the King, since it would 
‘Waking a condition er bargain with 
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his Majesty, and tacitly imply, either that the 
laws had already been infringed, or that the 
Commons were jealous Jest his Majesty shou'd, 
for the future, break in upon the constitution : 
therefore, imstead of the said clause, he pro- 

that at the latter end of the Address, 
they should return his Majesty their Thanks for 
lus most gracious Declaration, that he would 
preserve the constitution in church and state, 
and continue to make the laws of the realm 
the rule and measure of all bis actions. - 

This was seconded by Mr. Y¥ And 
then the question being put, which of the two. 
clauses sliould be made part of the Address, ie 
was carried for Mr. Pulteney’s clause, without 
any division, After this, a Committee was ap~ 
pointed to draw up the said Address. 


Debate in the Commons on the Bill for sus- 
pending the Habeas Corpus Act for one Yeer.} 
Mr. Justice Tracy and Mr. Baron Price hay~ 
ing pa from the Lords, a Bill, ‘ To im- 
‘ power his Majesty to secure-and detain such 
‘ persons as his Majesty shall suspect are con- 
‘ sptring against his person and government 3’ 
The same, upon Mr. R. Walpole’s motion, was 
immediately read the first time, and ordered te 
be read a second time the next morning. 

Oct. 16. The said Bill was read a second 
time, and a motion being made, and the ques- 
tion put thereupon, That it be committed to a 
Coimmittee of the whole House, the same was 
opposed by | 

Ir. Casur, who represented the dangerous 
consequences of a suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, to the rights and liberties of 
Englishmen. He was seconded by Mr. Hun- 
gerford, member for Scarborough. 

Mr. Bromley said thereupon, That the chief 
objection against this bill being in point of time, 
and whether the suspension was to continue 
Six or twelve months, it was more proper to 
debate it in a Committee than in a House, and 
therefore he was for committing it; which, 
after some small opposition, was carried with- 
ont dividing. - The House heing immediately 
resolved into that Committee, and, the earl of 
Hertford placed in the chair, 

Mr. Spencer Cowper stood up, and opened — 
the debate. He declared, That he and all his 
family bad come as early and as readily inte 
the Revolution, and on all occasions had ap- 
peared as zealous for the present happy setde- 
inent as any one: but yet he could not be of 
Opinion, to trust the liberties of the people in — 
the hands of any ministry, for so long a time as 
above a year. That neither in king William’s 
nor queen Anne’s reigns, nor since his present 
Majesty’s accession to the throne, even in times 
of open and actual rebellion, the Habeas Core 
pus act had ever been suspended for above six . 
months; and therefore he moved, that the pre- 
sent suspension might he limited to that term. 
He was seconded by Mr. Smith. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll added, That if at the end 
of those six months, there appeared to be a ne- 
cessity for a farther suspension, he should, and 
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he doubted not but the whole [louse would, rea- 
dily conie into it. ‘They were answered by 
ir Robert Raymond (Attorney General) who, 

to shew the necessity of the suspension for a 
whole year, said, ‘hat the present Conspiracy 
being laid deep, spreading far and wide, and 
consisting of several branches, 1t required a 
great deal of time to unravel, and make a {ull 
discovery of it. 
. Mr. Worsley having answered him, he was 
replied ta by Sir Gultred Lawson, after which 
the debate was continued between Mr. Hun- 
gerford, Mr. Jefferies, Mr. Hutcheson, and Mr. 
Sloper, who all supported Mr. Cowper’s mo- 
tion ;'and Mr. Pulteney, Mr. Yonge, and Mr. 
H. Pelham, who were for agreeing to the bill 
without amendments, At last 

Mr. Robert Walpole, Chancellor and Under 
Treasurer of the Exchequer, laid befure the 
House some particulars of the detestable and 
dangerous Conspiracy,* which for some time 


* « During the ferment of the general elec- 
tion, the Plot of which bishop Atterbury was 
the head, was detected, and from the mention 
ofitin the king’s Speech, it became the first 
object which engaged the attention of the legis- 
ature. As Walpole, from his situation and in- 
teltigence, procured the earlicst informauon of 
this conspiracy, and took an active share in the 
prosecution, I shall throw together a few anec- 
dotes of bishop Atterbury, and add such new in- 
formation’as can be derived from the: Orford 
and Walpole papers. 

‘** Francis Atterbury was born at Middleton 
near Newport Pagnel, in Buckinghampshire, in 
4662. . He received his education at Westinin- 
ster schuol, and was from thence elected a stu- 
dent of Christ Church College Oxford. At both 
places he took indefatigable pais in improving 
himself, and ata very early period, was distin- 
guished for elegance of taste, and knowledge of 
Classical: literature, which he di.piayed in a 
Latin version of Dryden’s ALsalum avd Achi- 
fophel, anda translation of some odes cf Llorace. 
In the 24th year of his age he proved his talents 
an controversial writing, by vindicating Martia 
Luther in a publication, which induced Burnet 
to rank him among those eminent divines who 
had signalised themselves by their admirable 
defences of the Protestant Reiipion, Oa taking 
orders, he acquired a high reputanon bv his 
‘talentin preaching, aod by supporting, against 
Hoadly and Wake, the doctrines of the high 
church. Bred up in Tory principles, he wrete in 
favour of passive obedience, and displayed so 
much learning and ingenuity, that he was cho- 
sen prolocutor of the lower house cf convoca- 
tion, and chicfly managed the athurs inthat 
assembly. A similarity of opinion induced him 
warmly to espouse thecause of his triend Sach- 
everel, and he is supposed to have had the prin- 
cipal share in drawing up the masterly defence 
which the doctor delivercd at his trial. He 
was first patronised by Sir Jonathan Trelawnevy, 
bishop of Exeter; appoiuied by the Tory 
administration of queeu Aune, dean of Christ 
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past had been, and was still carrying on, for the 
utter subversion of the present happy settle- 
ment. He said, That this wicked design was 
formed about Christmas last ; that the conspi- 
rators had at first made application toseme Po= 
tentates abroad, for an assistance of 5000 men: 
that being denied, they afterwards, about the 
month of April, made farther application and 
earnest instances for 3000 meu: that being 
again disappointed in their expectations from 
foreign assistance, they resolved desperately to 
go on, confiding in their own strength, and 
tondly depending on the disaitection in Eng- 
Jand ; and thac their frst attempt was to have 
been the seizing of the Bank, the Exchequer, 
and such other places where the public money 
was lodved: that the government bad undoubred 
informations of this Plot ever since May last ; 
but nevertheless thought fit notto take up any 
body, because there being then two terms 
coming on together, the conspirators would 


Church, and, in 1713, advanced, at the recom- 
mendation of the earl of Oxtord, to the bishop- 
ric of Rochester and deanery of Westiniuster. 
At that period he was insuch bigh estimation 
with the queen and ministry, that he was not 
unfrequently consulted in points of the utmost 
importance. He was always inimical to the 
succession of the Hanover line, and onthe death. 
of Queen Anne, was accused, by Harcourt, of 
having offered to assist at the proclamation of 
the Pretender, in his lawn sleeves ; and when. 
Ormond and Bolingbroke declined taking any 
vigorous step, is reported to bave exclaimed 
‘‘ Never was a better cause lost for want of 
spirit!” It is certain that he was involved in 
the schemes ef Bolingbroke, anda letter from: 
that minister soon after the queen’s death, 
proves the extreme confidence reposed in bim,. 

“Onthe accession of George the first, he 
received evident marks of coidness from the 
hew sovereivn ; and on the breaking out of the 
retellion, gave an instance of his disaffection, 
by refusing tu sive the declaration of the bishops 
1 favour of the crown, Heuniormly emvloyed 
his great eloquence in the House of Lords, in 
opposing the measures of government, and in 
drawing up the most violent protests. Atter- 
bury wis of a restless aspiring temper, and 
eaver to obtain the highest honours of the church, 
n Lich he would certainly have acquied, had not 
queen Anne died, ‘Ybe active parte which he 
had taken during her reign, against the suc- 
cession of the house of Brunswick, and his 
uniform oppusition to the government of the 
new sovercizn, prec'uded him from all expec- 
tutions of promotion, But wien Sunderland 
courted the Torics, and made overtures to him 
astothe leader of the disafiected party, his 
conduct was so equivocal, that his friends re- 
proached Lint with having deserted bis princie 
ples; and his enemies did not hesitate assert- 
mg that he had engaged in a conspiracy aZainst 
the government, because ns demand of the 
bishopric of Winchester was rejected. There 
seems, however, ta be no foundation for these, 
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have had the benefit of the Habeas Corpus act 
and so the apprehending them was put off until 
the long vacation. He added, That the trai- 
terous designs against his Majesty’s person and 
government had been carrying on ever since the 
death of the late queen; and that they could 
prove that there had been a meeting of some 
cocsiderable persons, one of whom was not far 
off, xheren it had been proposed to proclaim 
the Pretender at the Royal Exchange. That 
an eiact account of this detestable Conspiracy 
wozldindue time, be laid before the Parliament: 
acd astethe business now before them, though 
was true, that the Habeas Corpus act had 
never befure heen suspended for above six 
months ; yet, considering the Lords had made 
thissuspension fur a whole year, if the Com- 
mors should go about to alter it, the same 
mizttoccasion a difference between the two 
Houses, which at this time of jealousy and 
Ganzer, might sound ill in foreign courts. 

After this speech, about seven inthe evening 
the question being put, that the Bill do pass as 
H was sent down from the Lords, it was carried 
in theathrmative by a majority of 246 voices 
against 193. Then the Speaker resumed the 
char, andthe earl of Hertford having immedi- 
ately reported the said bill to the House with- 
Oulapy amendment; it was read the third 
tume, and passed without dividing. 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks to the King 
for his Soeech relating to the Conspiracy.) Oct. 
17. The King came to the Elouse of Peers with 
the usual solemnity, and the Commons attend- 
ing, his Majesy pave the royal assent to the 
sud Bill. The same day the House presented 


their Address to the King, as follows; 


: “ Most Gracious Sovereign; 

We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loval 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain” in 
Se oe ee ree a 


reflections itis probable that in listening to 
the overtures of Sunderland, he conceived 

pes, thatthe minister was inclined to pro- 
mote the cause of the Pretender, and that Sun- 
deriand was duped by him, rather than that he 
Was cuped by Sunderland. And if we may 
Sedge trom the inflexibility of his character, 
there is reason to believe that he rejected all 
offers of promotion, and was never inclined to 

this party, 

“ It appears from Sir Luke Schaub’s corres- 
Pondence from Paris, that the first intimation 
of the conspiracy in which he was engaged, 
Tus in the regent duke of Orleans, to 
sie Hs agcats of the Pretender communi- 
. pie plot, in hopes of receiving assiste 

cé fom him, and that he betrayed them to 
be king of England, 
ree Consequence of his fol conviction of 

uth and danger of the Conspiracy, Walpole 

ih active share in conducting the prose- 
eden mentioned it tu the House, 
ey Ul fur suspending the habeas corpus 

; ‘ppused, and a mution made to liinit 

to gx months.” - Cuxc’s Walpole. 
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Parliament assembled, beg leave to return our 
humble thanks to.your Majesty, for your most 
gracious Speech from the throne. 3 

*« It is with hearts full of joy we approach 
your sacred person to ‘congratulate your Ma- 
Jesty, thar, by the blessing of God, the designs 
of your enemies have hitherto been happily 
frustrated and disappointed. 

“‘ We cannot sufhciently acknowledge your 
Majesty's care and vigilance, and the wise and 
prudent measures you have taken for our 
safety, in ordering the encampment of the 
troops, and sending for such others from Ire- 
land, as were thought farther necessary for the 
peace and quiet of this kingdom. And it is 
the greatest satisfaction to us, to see the readi- 
ness of your Majesty’s good friends and allies, 
the States General, to assist you with a good 
body of forces, if there had heen occasion, 

‘“ But among all the .steps taken for the 
safety of your Majesty and the kingdom, none 
can possibly equal that of the speedy calling 
your loyal Commons together in parliament ; 
who are met determined with the utmost una- 
nimity and zeal, to do every thing in their 
power for the preservation of your Majesty’s 
most sacred person: nor can leas be expected 
from the gratitude and affection ofa free peo- 
ple, sensible that through the whole course of 

our reign, no Innovation bas been attempted 
in our holy religion, nor the least incroachment 
made upon the liberty or property of any of 
your subjects, and that the full enjoyment of 
all that is dear and valuable to them, 1s entirely 
owing to your Majesty’s government. 

“Though the enemies of our happy esta- 
blishment should have malice and boldness 
enough, still to be carrying on their traiterous 
designs, yet we are persuaded, that all uneasi- 
ness and apprehensions will vanish, when your 
faithtul Commons assure your Majesty, that 
they will enable you effectually to suppress all 
rewaluing spirit of rebellion. 

‘“It neither the sacred obligation of the 
inost solemn oaths, nor the certain misery .they 
gust bring upon their country, who would at- 
tempt to overturn this govertment, can deter 
them from such despcrate undertakings: If 
there be any of your Majesty’s subjects, who 
are so abandoned, as to be ready to exchange 
the Protestant religion for Popery, and liberty 
for siavery; yet we hope the vigorous rcsolu- 
tions of a loyal and dutiful parliament will 
convince them of the danger as well as folly of 
such an attempt; and shew the whole world, 
that the generality and best part of ee 
are so far from giving any invitation to foreign 
powers to invade us, that they will, with their 
lives and fortunes, support your Majesty against. 
all your enemies at home and abroad. 

‘“* We cannot thereture express too great an 
abhorrence of such unnatural practices, nor 
too great an indignation against thuse who 
would have made the capital of this fourishing 
kingdom a scene of blood and desulation. 
Wicked men! whilst they have the malice to 
revile your government, aud attcmpt to over- 
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turo it, at the same time have the insolence to 
depend upon the clemency of x for their se- 
curity ; while they are endeavouring to destroy 
all liberty, they are clamounng thata few of 
them, are, tor the public safety, confined : 
whilst they are attempting to destroy all pro- 


_ perty, they are murmuring at the mecessary 


taxes given to your Majesty for the security of 


it : And whilst they act against all law them-. 


- selves, they trust and are confident that, even 
in their own case, the laws of the realm will be 
the rule and measure of your actions. 

“ We beg leave to acknowledge, with great 
gratitude, your Majesty’s goodness, in assuring 
ws, that notwithstanding the traiterous prac- 
tices of your eneinies have made the increase 
of the annual expence necessary, yet care will 
be taken, tliat the supplies to be asked for the 
year ensuing, shall very little exceed what was 
given tor the service .« the last. 

<‘ And we assure your Majesty, that we will 
not only make good the extraordinary expences 
that have been already incurred, but will, with 
all cheerfulness, grant whatever shall be ne- 
cessary forthe safety of the kingdom; being 
entirely convinced, that we can by no other 
means restore public credit, and enable our- 
selves to altempt the gradual reduction of the 
great national debt, with a strict regard tu 
pariiamentary faith, than by doing every thing 
in our power for the support of your Majesty's 
government, and the happy establishment in 

r royal family. | 

« And we do with all humility retara your 
Majesty our unfeigned thanks for your most 
gracious Declaration, on which we entirely 
rely, that your Majesty will steadily adhere to 
our constitution in church and state, and con- 
tinue to make the laws of the realm the rule 
and measure of your actions.” 


The King’s Answer.] To the above Address 
the King returned the following Answer: 


“¢ Gentlemen ; 

“‘T return you my hearty thanks for this 
very dutiful and loyal Addresss, The season- 
able declarations of your zeal and affection to 
my person and government, will, I doubt not 
contribute very much to the tranquillity an 
safety of the kingdom; andasI shall always 
look upon my own and the interest of my peo- 
ple to be inseparable, you may he assured I 
shall make no use of any power or confidence 
thatuny faithful Commons shall place in me, 
but in support of the constitution, and in 
maintenance of the rights and liberties of my 
people.” ~ 


The Bishop of Rochester, Lord North and 
Grey, and the Karl of Orrery detained in the 
Louer, on account of the Conspiracy.] Oct. 
17. Lord Carteret acquainted the Lords, 
That the bishop of Rochester, the lord North 
and Grey, and the earl of Orrery, were com- 
mitted to the ‘lower for having entered into a 
daigerous Conspiracy against his Majesty's 
person and government ; and that his Majesty 


\ . 


desired the consent of the House todetain the 
ripe iee Prisoners in the Tower by virtee of 
the Act passed thts session for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus act: To this the House readity 
conseated. 


The gtk Norfolk committed on a Sus- 
picion of High Treuson.] Oct. 26. The 
House was informed by lord Townshend, 
That his Majesty, having just cause to suspect 
the duke of Norfolk was engaged in the 
traiterous Conspiracy carrying on, had caused 
him to be apprehended, and did desire the 
consent of the House, that the said duke 
might be committed and detained. A motion 
being thereupon made, to censent that the 
a duke be committed and detained accord- 
ingly ; the same was strenously o d b 

the earls of Aylesford, Conver. Avclees, 
Strafford, Coningsby, and Uxbridge ; the lords 
Bathurst, Lechmere, and some others; But 
they were answered by the lords visconnts 
Harcourt, Townsbend, the duke of Newcastle, 
and the lord Carteret ; 


Protest against it.] Then the question being 
put upon the said motion, it was carried in the 
alirmative, by 60 voices against 28. 


s¢ Dissentient’ 


“1. Because we apprehended it to be one’ 


of the ancient undoubted rights and privileges 
of this House, that no member of the House 
be imprisoned or detained, during the sitting of 
parliament, upon suspicion of Migh-Treason, 
until the cause and grounds of such suspicion 
be communicated to the House, and the con- 
sent of the House thereupon had to‘such im- 
prisoninent or detainer, which ancient right 
and privilege ss recognized and declared, in 
plain, express and full terms, in the act passed 
this session of parliament, to which the mes- 
sage from his Majesty refers. 

‘© 2, Because % appears clear to us, not 
only from former precedents, even when no 
such law was in being as that above-mentioned, 
butalso from the necessary instruction of che 
pore therein concerning the privileges of 

arliament, that the House is intitled to have 
the matter of the suspicion communicated to 
them in such manner as is consistent with the 
dignity of the House, and will enable them to 
deliberate and founda right judgment there- 
upon, for or against the imprisonment or de- 
tainer of the person concerned ; But to main- 
tain, that whilst that law shali be in force, 
it shall be sufficient, in order to obtain the 
consent of the House, to communicate a ge- 
neral suspicion that amember of the House is 
concerned in @ traiterous conspiracy, without 
disclosing any matter or circamstanee to war- 
rant such suspicion, is,in our Opinions, an un- 
justifiable construction of the said proviso, 
and such as wholly deprives the House of the 
liberty of giving their free and impartial ad- 
vice to the throne on this occasion; and such 
a construction being made upon a law, re 


plainly intended by the wisdom of this par- 
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liamcot to assert the privilegesof both Houses, 
appears to us to pervert the plain words and 
meuning of it, ip such a manner as renders it 
wholly destructive of those very privileges in- 
teaded to be preserved. 
“3. Because his Majesty having, in effect, 
required the jadgment and advice of the House 
ing the imprisonment and detainer of the 
duke of Norfolk; weought not, as we con- 
ceive, either in duty to his Majesty, or in jus- 
ce to the peer concerned, to found our opi- 
nioas concerning the same on any grounds, 
other than such only as his Majesty hath been 
sed to cormmunicate in his message; And 
Majesty, by his message, having communi- 
cated ealya general suspicion, we think we 
canoot, without the highest injustice to the 
duke, and the moet palpable violation of one 
of the most valuable privileges belonging to 
every member of this House, give our consent 
to his imprisonment or detainer, and thereby 
make ourselves parties to, and, in some degree 
the authors of such his imprisonment, until we 
have a more particular satisfaction touching 
the matters of which he stands suspected ; more 
rome cansidering the long and unprece- 
dented duration of the act above-mentioned, 
whereby the benefit not only of the act com- 
monly called the Habeas Corpus act, but of 
Magna Charts itself, and other valuable laws 
of liberty, are taken from the subjects of this 
realm, and extraordinary powers are given, to 
the persons therein mentioned, over the liber- 
ues of the people for a twelvemonth and up- 


“4 Because, we think, it is inconsistent, as 
well with the bonouwr and dignity, as with the 
jusuce of this Heuse, in the case of the 
meanest subjects, to come to resolutions for 
depriving them of their liberty, upon other 
than clear aud satisfactory grounds: But as 
the members of both Houses of Parliament 
are, by the laws, aud constitution of this king- 
dom, invested with peculiar rigbts and privi- 
leges, ef which the peivilege before mentioned 
6 @ mostessential one, as well for the support 
ef the crown itself, as for the good and safety of 
the whale kingdom; we cannot, as we con- 
ceve, without betraving those great trusts 

are reposed in us, as peers of this realm, 
‘gee to a resoluuien which tends, in our opi- 
tion, to subject every member of this House, 
tren while the Parliament is silting, to unwar- 
matable and arbitrary imprisoaments: And we 
have the greater reason to be jealous of the in- 
of this privilege on this occasion, 

becauseit had been very easy, as we think, for 
those who had the honour to advise the framing 
the said Message, tu have communicated to this 
House the master of which the Duke of Nor- 
folk stands suspected, in such a manner us 
meht be consistent with the privileges of this 
Howse; and at the same time avoided any dan- 


a of inconvenience to the crown, with 


regard 

the future ution of the said duke, if 
ncaa es 

4. “Js is the known wenge and law of Par- 


. 


lament, that Us House will not permit any 
peer to be sequestered from Parliament, on a 
general impeachinent of the Commons, even for 
high-treason, tll the matter of the charge be 
specified in articles exhibited to this House; 
which cxplains to us the nature of the privilege 
intended to be secured by the proviso, and is 
the highest instance of the care of this House 
to preserve it from being violated on any pre« 
tence whatsoever: But, mm oar opinions, it must 
create the greatest inconvenience and repuag- 
nancy in the proceedings of the Honse, to con- 
sent that a peer of the realm should be impri- 
soned or detained (the Parliament sitting) on 
suspicion of high-treason only, not warranted, 
for aught appears to us, by any information 
given against him upon oath, or otherwise, and 
no particular circumstance of such suspicier 
being communicated to the House. 

6. “‘ Because a resolution so ill grounded as 
this appears to us, may produce very ill effects, 
in the present unhappy conjuncture of affairs, 
by creating fresh jealousies in the minds of his 

ajesty’s subjects, who cannot fail of enter- 
taining certain hopes of the safety of his Ma- 
jJesty’s person and government against alt his 
enemies, trom the advice and assistance of both 
Houses of Parliament, whilst they continue in. 
the full enjoyment and free exercise of their 
ancient and legal rights and privileges; but, on 
the other hand, may be alarmed with new fears 
for the honour and safety of bis Majesty and 
his government, by a resolution taken by this 
House for the imprisonment of a peer of the 


realm, in such a manner as, in our opinions, is - 


highly injurious to his person, and also to the 
privilege of every other es of this realm; and 
which may prove of fatal consequencc to the 
constitution of both Houses uf Parliament. _—— 
(Signed,) —W. Ebor’, Bathurst, Trevor, 
ay, Uxbridge, Oxford, Cowper, Fran. 
Cestriens’, Scarsdale, J.echmere, Here- 
ford, Bingley, Compton, Stratford, Foley, 
Osborne, Bristol, Guilford, Ashburn- 
ham.” | 


Debate on the Augmentation of the Army.} 
October 26. The Commceas in a grand Com- 
mittee considered farther of the Supply, and 
Mr. Treby baving represented the necessity, at 
this time of danger from the traiterous designs 
and conspiracies that were still carrying on by 
the enemies of the government, to increase the 
present standing forces, and thereupon moved 
for an augmentation of about 4,000 men, the 
same occasioned a very long and warm debate. 
The chief opponents of the motion were, Mr. 
Shippen, lord Morpeth, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Brom- 
ley, Mr. Barnard, Mr. Crowley, sir Thomas 
Hanmer, and Mr. Hutcheson: But they were 
answered by Mr. Sandys, captain Vernon, Mr. 
Eversfield, Mr. H. Pelham, Mr. Doddington, 


lord Stanhope, Mr. West, Mr. Smith, Mr. RB. . 


Walpole, lord Middleton, and Mr. Pulteney; 

Then the question being put upon Mr. Treby’s 

motion, it was carried in the athemative, by 236 

voices against 164. After this, it was resalved, 
4 “ 


/ 


' shillings in the pound upon all lands, tene- 


“ 


‘coynes, his Majesty has erdered to be laid be- 
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without dividing, ‘‘ That the number of effec- “* Resolved, by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
tive men, fur guards and garrisons in Great | poral, in Parliament assembled, that the Payer 
Britain, Jersey, and Guernsey, for the year | this day communicated by his Majesty, intitled, 
1723, including 1,859 invalids, be 18,294 men, | ‘ Declaration of James the third, king of Eny- 
Commission and non-commission ofhcers in- 
cluded. * Which Resolution, being the next day 
reported, was agreed to by the Ifouse. 


Mr. R. Walpole hints a Design of laying an 
extruordinary Tax on Roman Catholics and 
Nonjurors.| October 31, The Commons in a 
grand Committee considered of ways and means 
to raise the Supply, and upon Mr. Rt. Walpole’s 
Motion, it was unanimously agreed to lay two 


‘land, Scotland, and Ireland, to all his loving 
“subjects of the three nations, and to all fo« 
‘ reign princes and states, to serve as a foundae 
‘ tion tor a lasting peace in Europe,’ and signed 
‘James Rex,’ is a false, insolent, and traiter- 
ous libel, the highest indignity to his must sae 
cred Majesty King George, our lawful and un- 
doubted sovereign, full of arrogance and pre- 
sumption, in supposiiy the Pretender in a con- 
dition to offer terms to his Majesty; and inju- 
rious to the honour of the British nation, in 
imagining that a free Protestant people, happy 
under the government of the best of princes, 
can be sp infatuated, as, witbout the utmost 


ments, pensions, offices, &c. Mr. Walpule, on 
that occasion, acquainted the House, That 
he hoped that tax, together with the duty on 
malt, and the million in exchequer bills which 
the South-Sea were to repay to the government, 
would go near to answer all the necessary ex- 
pences for the next year’s service; and in order 
to make up what might be deficient he hinted 
the laying an extraordinary Tax of five shillings 
in the pound, on the Estates of all Roman Ca- 
tholics and Non-jurors; which could not be 
thought either unjust or unreasouable, consi- 
dering the ill use they made of the saving out 
of their incomes, which most of them laid out © 
in maintaining the Pretender and his adherents 

| 

| 


* The following is the substance of the said 
Declaration. ‘The Pretender begins with shew- 
ing how fond he is of his subjects; that, though 
the obligation he owes to his own honour be 
great, yet the obligation to the safety and tran- 
quillity of bis native country is above all ties 
the dearest tu hin and the tenderest. He then 
talks of the late violations to the freedom of 
elections: Of conspiracies invented on purpose 
to give pretence for new oppressions: OF infa- 
mous informers: And a state of proscription in 
which he concludes every honest well-meaning 
man to be. ‘These considerations have engaged 
him to enter seriously into himself, and exa- 
mine his heart, what sacrifice to make on his 
own part for the public ‘peace, especially of 
these kingdoms, of which he 1s the natural and 
undoubted father. Then he proposes, that, if 
king George will quietly deliver to him the pos- 
session of his throne, he will in return bestow 
upon him the title of king in his native domi- 
nions, and invite all other states to confirm ir, 
with a promise to leave to him his succession to 
the British dominions secure, whenever in due 
course his natural right shall take place. As 
motives to this resignation, he says, that 10 king 
Geozge’s native dominions an uncontestable 
rivlit wall free bin from the crime and reproach 
ot tyranny, and represents the difference be- 
| tween a calm nadisturbed reign over a willing 
people, and a restless possession in a strange 
land, where authority, forcing the inclinations 
of the people, can only be supported by blood 
and violence, eternally subject to fears and 
alarms, even when no danger appears.: .He ' 
concludes with saying, king George's settlement 
here is frail and uncertain, because his title 
Declaration thercin mentioned, the earl of | shall, while the Pretender bas health or any 
Scarborough moved, that the House would | descendants in being, be for ever disputed, con- 
come to some vigerous Resolutions, to shew : him, instead of-advising with an impe- - 


abroad, and furnenting sedition and rebellion at 
home. 


The King’s Message concerning the Pretend- 
sr’s Declaration.| November 16. The lord vis- 
count Townshend delivered to the House of 
Peers the following Message signed by his Ma- 


jesty, viz, 


eG. K. , 

“ His Majesty having been informed, That 
many scandalous Declarations in priut have 
Leen, by several foreign posts, transmitted into 
this kingdom, in order to be dispersed among 
his good and faithful subjects, to poison their 
minds and seduce them from their allegiance; 
several of those Declarations have, by his Ma- 
jesty’s order, evan since his Majesty received 
from both Houses of Parliament the last most 
solemn and acceptable assurances of their fide- 
lity, been intercepted; and among them an 
original in writing, signed, as his Majesty lias 
good reason to believe, by the Pretender him- 
self, ‘his, together with one of the printed 


fore you, as a matter not unworthy of your con- 
sideration.” 


After the reading of this Message, and of the 


their just resentment of the high indignity of- | rious ministry, as much his tyrants as the na- 
fered, in the said Declaration, tu his Majesty, | tion’s, to consult his reason, to ask bis consci- 
and the whole British nation; and being se- | ence, and to examiue his interest and glory, 
conded by the lord Harcourt, a Committee was | and then his very ambition will admonish him 
appointed to draw up the said Kesvlutions, | to descend from a throne, which must be al- 
which were immediately reported and agreed | ways shaking, to mount another where his seat 
to as follows, viz. 3 | will be firm and secure, 


a 


~ 
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contempt aad indignation, to hear of any terms | an humble Address be presented to his Ma- 
from a Popish bizotted Pretender, Jesty, expressing their utmost astunishment and 

“Reao'ved, by the Lords spiritual and tem- | indignation at the surprising inselence of the 
poral,in Parliament assembled, ‘hat the print- ] Pretender, in his late traiterous and presump~- 
ed copy af the Pretender’s Declaration, men- { tuous Declaration; and to assure his Majes-y, 
tioned in his Majesty’s Message, be Eurnt by | that his faithful subjects being fully satistied 
the hands of the common hangman, at the} they have no other security for their religious 
Royal Exchange in London, upon Tuesday | and civil rights, ,but the preservation of his 
next at one of the clock ; and that the sheriffs | person and government and the Protestant suc 
of London do cause the same to be burnt there | cession, are determined to support, with their 
accendingly.” lives and fortunes, his most just title to the 

This doue the Lords senta Message to desire | crown of these realms, against the Pretender 
a (vnference with the Commons, which being | and all his open and secret abetturs.” - Anda 
readily greed to, the Lord President, one ofthe | Committee was appointed to draw ap an Ad- 
manazers fur the Lords, acquainted the mana- | dress; pursuant to the said Resolution, 


ee lea a ‘rae ee ae . The Joint Address of both Houses ta. the 
ae ane duets eee Eecgecom be, wt | King, relating tothe Pretender’s Declaration. | 
meee Mr. Pelhain, Mr. Hutcheson, Mr. Nov, 17. Mr. Petham reported the said Ad- 
That the i. Pichia ties cae . eat dress, which being unanimously agreed to, the 
up 3 cond corres i een ely ihe Cea managers of the Commons were sent to desire ° 
they fed thon td an nN ree their Lordships’ concurrence Loth to the Aimend- 
them the Moa arc hins had seceived ment to one of their Resolutions beforemen- 
froin hid Nojeay, okies aes a Declaration tioned, and to the Address the Commons had 
therein mentioned also their Lordships’ Re- agrees “Upon. Ae eons hesingircsany 20 
: P curred, both Houses went immediately to the 


solution i 
tpon ee ne ee ence bt palace at St. James’s, and presented to his Ma- 
y desired the concu jesty the said Address as follows : 


theCommons, The managers for the Com- 
mons being returned to their House, Mr. Pel- “© Most gracious Sovereign ; 
bam reported the Conference, and that it was “We your Majesty’s most dutiful and faith. 
'o communicate to this House a Message sent | ful subjects the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
to the Lords hy his Majesty, onder his sign ma- | and Commons in Parliament assembled, being 
ual, concerning an original Declaration in | deeply affected with the sense of those many 
writing, signed by the Pretender himself; to- | blessings which we have constantly enjoyed, . 
Fether with the said Declaration and a printed } and hope long to enjoy, ander your Majesty's 
copy thereof; and that the Lords had cume to | most just and gracious government ; and being 
wine Resolution thereupon, to which their | thoroughly convinced that our religious and 
Lordshipsdesired the concurrence ofthis House. | civil rights, as well as tte very being of the 
nd the said report, and also the said Message | British name and Constitution, do, under God, 
trom his Majesty to the House of Lords, and | entirely depend upon the preservatiun of your 
the declaration signed by the Pretender, and Majesty’s sacred person, and of the Protestant 
the printed copy shcieate and the Resolution | succession, as settled by law, in your royal 
of the Lords thereupon, were read. line, are filled with the utmost astonishment 
Hereopon, Mr. Sandys moved, for agreeing | and indignation at the unexampled presumption 
with the Lords in the frst Resolutions, and béing | and arrogance of the Pretender to your dvo- 
seconded by colonel Bladen, the same was una- | rainians, in daring to offer such an indignity to 
nmously agreed to. Then the second Reso- | your Majesty and the British nation, as to dee _ 
lution being read a second time, Mr. Yonge { clare to your subjects, and to all toreign princes, 
moved for an ainendment to it, viz. “ That the | and States, that be finds himself in a condition 
two shenffs of London should then attend. in | to offer terms to your Majesty, and even to ca- 
“own proper persons, and cause the said | pitulate wish you for the absolute surrender 
éclaration to be burnt by the hands of the | of the religion and liberties of a free raion, 


Feet hangman.” = Which resolution, $0 ‘s However great the infarnatiuon of bis ad: 
SO agreed to, nem. con. visers may be, we are sensible nothioyg c.uid 
fh thi 


Soccasion Mr. Yonge, io alongspeech, | have raived tis or therr Opes to so extravayant 
‘pn over the Pretender’s Declaration, and ex- | a degree of presumption, but repeated cia ou 
based the Insolence, weakness, and absurdities | ragements and assurances from the conspirators 
ree libel. Sie William Thompson, recorder at home, founded onthe most injurious avd 
. London, spoke also, with great vehemence | gross misrepresentations of the ichnavions 
si aoe topic, as did also Mr. H. Pelham, | and affections of your Majesty's subjects ; and 
oh Malet That an Address be presented | a rash conclusion, that ee ee se 
ceaded by iia subject. He be aa ae eg wee tu ee Aas oe 
iii oe thar Onslow, member for | had broke t rough the solemn res 

rd, Who represented the danger of Po- | crated oaths, in order to raise themselves on 


00 the 


seen dnimadverted on the audaciousness | the ruins of their country ; therefore the whole“ 
Hee reender and his adherents : body of the nation was ripe tor the same tatal 
Vou tne was resolved, nem. con. “ That ore and ready to exchange the miid aud 
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legal government of a most indulgent prince, 
for the boundless rage of an attainted fugitive, 
bred up iu the maxims of tyranny and super- 
stition. ; 

‘‘ But we, your Majesty’s most dutiful and 
loyal subjects, resolve, by a steady and constant 
adherence to your governinent, to wipe off this 
stain and imputation from the name of Britons ; 
and to convince the world, that those wicked 
designs, formed against your Mayesty’s sacred 
person and government, which the insolence of 
this decliration proves to be most real while 
it affects to treat them as imaginary, are indeed 
impracticable against a prince relying on and 
supported by the vigour and duty of a British 
Parliament and the affections of his people. 

‘“ And we beg leave in the most solemn 
manner, to assure your Majesty tbat neither 
the impotent menace of foreign assistance, 
nor the utmost effurts of domestic traitors shall 
ever deter us from standing by your Majesty 
with our lives and fortunes, and supporting 
your Majesty’s most just title to the crown of 
these realms against the Pretender and all his 
open and secret abettors, both at bome and 
abi oad.” 


Lhe King’s Answer.] To which his Majest 


returned the following Answer ; 


‘© My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

' T give you many thanks for the just re- 
sentment you have expressed against the indig- 
nity offered to me and the British nation. =I 
shall continue to protect and support my good 
people in the full enjoyment of their religion, 
liberties, and properties, against all that shall 
endeavour to subject them to tyranny and su- 
perstition.” 


_ Debate inthe Commons on the Motion for 
raising 100,0V00l. on the Roman Catholics to- 
wards the Supply of thecurrent Year.} Nov. 
23. In a grand Committee, the Commons con- 
sidered on weys and means to raise the Supply, 
and a motion was made, * That towards raising 
the supply, and reimbursing to the public the 
great expences occasined by the late rebellions 
and disorders, the sum of 100,000/. be raised 
and levyed upon the real and personal estates 
- of all Papists, Popish Kecusants, or persons 
educated in the Popish Rehyion, or whose pa- 
, Tents are Papists, or who shall profess the 
Popish religion, in lieu of all forfeitures already 
incurred for, or upon account of their recusaucy, 
and in lieu of the rents and profits of two 
thirds of their registered estates fur one year,” 

This motion was opposed by sir Wilfred Law- 
son, and Mr. Hungerford, who suggested, That 
such an extraordinary tax would carry the face 
of persecution, which was inconsistent with the 
principles and temper of the Protestant. Relli- 
gion. 

Da Friend added, That some of those that 
had their education in foreign Popish Semina- 
ries proved some of the best friends to the pre- 
sent government. 

Mr. Yonge answered, That he knew very 
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little of foreign education, but he doubted very 
much whether loyalty to king George was 
taught by priests and Jesuits ia Rumish Se- 
ininaries. 

The Lord Gage, (who was bred a Roman Ca- 
thohc) hereupon said, That he believed most of 
the Roman Catholics to be very loyal subjects, 
though by their principles they cannot take the 
oath of Supremacy ; and thereture his lord- 
ship proposed that a new oath of Allegiance 
might be framed for them. 

Mr. Onslow spoke on the same side, and de- 
clared bis abhorrence of persecuting any body, 
on account of their opinions in Religion. This 
was answered b 

Sir William ‘Thompson, who stated the notion 
in his opinion of persecution, which was only 
when any one is punished for his particular 
opinion in religion, and fur scrving God accord- 
ing to that opinion and the dictates of con- 
science: but added, That was not the case here, 
for the extraordinary tax now intended to be 
raised upon the Pupists, was nota punishment 
for their being Roman-Catholics, but on ace 
count of penalties they had at divers times in- 
curred, for being enemies to the civil govern- 
ment, raising rebellious, and contnving plots 
ayainst the State. 

He was replied to by lord Gage, who was 
answered by Mr. Horatio Walpole, and he 
again by Mr. Hungerford. At last 

Mr. Robert Walpole stood up, and represent- 
ed the great dangers this nation bad been in, 
ever since the Reformation, from the constant 
endeavours of Papists to subvert our happy 
constitution and the Protestant Religion, by 
the most crucl, violent, and unjustifiable me- 
thods ; that he would not take upon him to 
Charge any particular person among them with 
being concerved in the present hurrid conspi- 
racy, but that it was notorious to the whole 
world, that many of them had been engaged in 
the Preston Rebellion, and some were executed 
for it; and the present plot was contrived at 
Rome, and countenanced in Popish countries ; 
that many of the Papists were not only well- 
wishers to it, but had contributed large sums of 
money towards carrying of iton; and theretore 
he thought it was very reasonable, since they 
made such ill use of the savings of the Incomes 
of their estates, thatthe same should go towards 
the great expence which they and the Preten- 
der’s friends bad put the nation to. 

Then the question being put upon the motion 


“above, it was carried in the aflirmative by 217 


votes, ayainst 168, 


Nov. 26. The above Resvlution was reported, 
and the question being put, That the [louse agree 
with the Committee, it was very vigorously op= 
posed by lord Gage, Mr. Lutwyche, Mr. Hun- 
gerford, Mr. Sloper, and sir Joseph Jekyll, wlich 
last took notice, That though the law for 
taking away two thirds of the estates of Popish 
recusaats, which was made in queen Elizabeth’s 
reign, was a just punishment the Rowan-Catho- 
lics drew upom theinselves by their frequent 
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conspiracies against her life and government ; | same was carried in the’ affirmative by 210 


yet oevertheless, such was the wisdom and mo- 
deration of that excellent princess and of her 
misters, that they never put that severe law in 
execution ; and since those great virtues shone 
n» less brightly in his present Majesty, than in 
queen Elizabeth, his royal Predecessor, he 
wished hecould say the same ‘of thuse who 
have the honour to serve him. Mr. West spoke 
likewise egainst the Resolution, but was an- 
swered by Mr. Lowndes, ‘captain Vernon, and 
Mr.R. Walpole, so that the question being put 
thereupon, itwas carried by 188 voices against 
172; and a Ball was ordered to be brought in 
accordingly. 


Petition from the South Sea Company, re- 
leting to the converting one Moiety of their Cu- 
pial into Annuities.] December 12. A Petition 
of the South Sea Company was presented to the 
House by sir Jolin Eyles, and read, setting forth, 
That they laboured under an insupportable bur- 
den, from which they prayed to te relieved by 
this House; and that they were content to 
convert part of their Capital into Annuities, 
redeemable by Parliament, transferable at and 
parable by, the said Company. 

Hereupon Mr. R. Walpole informed the 
House, That his Majesty had been acquainted 
with the substance of the said Petition, and had 
commanded him to acquaint this House; 
That his Majesty gave his consent that this 
House should proceed to the consideration of 
the said Petition, upon condition that the said 
Company should convert one moiety of their 
capital into annuities. 

Then some clauses in the Act of Parliament 
of the seventh year of his Majesty’s reign, inti- 
Med, an Act, ¢ For making several provisions to 
‘restore the public credit, which suffers by the 
‘frauds and mismanagement of the late Direc- 
‘tors of the South-Sea Company and others,’ 
were read, and a motion being made, that the 
Petition above-mentioned be referred tv ttie 
consideration of the Committee of the whole 

»who were to consider of the State of 
Public Credit and of the State of the National 
Delt, the said motion was opposed by Mr. 
Soper, serjeant Pengelly, Mr. Hutcheson, Mr. 

reeman, and sir Joseph Jekyll : but being an- 
swered by sir Jolin Eyles, Mr. Methuen, aod 
Mr. Robert Walpole, the said motion was car- 
ned, without dividing. 

Then the Honse went into the said Com- 
Bittee, and a motion being made for remitting 
the two millions due from the South-Sea Com- 
Pany to the government, and for converting into 
Annuities one moiety of their Capital Stock : 
this was strenuously opposed by Mr. Sloper, 
st Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Thomas Broderick, sir 
Nwhaniel Gould, Mr. Trenchard, sir Wilfred 

0, and lord Tyrconnel, who were answer- 

iby Mr. Hungerford, sir John Eyles, Mr. 

Yoee, Mr. Horatio Walpole, Mr. Robert 
Walle, and Mr. William Pulteney. After a 

ethat lasted till seven in the evening, the 

being put upon the same motion, the 


voices ayainst 147. 


The Common: appoint a Committee to examine 
Christopher Layer touching the Conspiracy} 
January 15, 1723. Upon a motion made by sir 
John Rushout, it was resolved, nem. con. * That 
a- Committee be appointed to go to the Tower 
of London, to examine Christopher Layer, 
in relation to the conspiracy mentioned in his 
Majesty’s Speech, at the opening of this Par- 
liament, to be carrying on against his person 
and government ;” and ordered, That such 
meinbers of the Ilouse as were of his Majesty’s 
Privy-Council, be the said Committee, ‘viz. 
The hon. Mr. Spencer Compton, Speaker ; 
Mr. Robert Walpole, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. 
Methuen, Mr. William Pulteney, Mr. Jobo 
Smith, Mr. Hampden, lieutenant-general Wills, 
and sir Robert Sutton. After this, upon ano- 
ther motion made by Mr. Robert Walpole, it 
was also resolved, to address his Majesty, for 
the several Examinations and Papers relating 
to Christopner Layer, 


Jan. 16. Mr. R. Walpole, pursuant to the 
Address of the House to his Majesty, presented 
to the House several original Papers relating to 
Mr. Layer; and having delivered them:in at 
the table sealed up, Mr. Shippen moved, That 
the packet be opened, and the Papers read. He 
was seconded by Mr. Jefferies; but Mr. Pulte- 
ney having represented, That as those Papers 
were to be agvide to the Committce appointed 
to examine Mr. Layer, it was improper to 
make them public hefore the said Examination 
was over; it was thereupon ordered, 1. ‘¢ That 
the said Papers be referred to that Committee. 
2. That the said Cominittee meet and sit at 
such time and place as they thought fit. 3. That 
three be the Quorum of the said Committee.” 


Debate in the Lords concerning the Printing of 
Layer's Triul.] Jan. 21. The earl of Ang les:a took 
nouce, That at the opening of this ses-16n his 
Majesty, in his Speech from the throne, had 
heen pleased to acquaint both Houses with the 
discovery of a dangerous Conspiracy, which, 
for some time, had been formed, and was still 
carrying on, against his Majesty’s person and 
government ; that some of ‘he conspirators had 
been taken up and secured, and that endea- 
vours were used for apprehending others ; that 
one of the Hincipal plotters (Christopher 
Layer) having since that time, been tried and 
condemned, it was somewhat strange, that no 
particulars relating to the said Conspiracy had 
been yet communicated to that House, the 
rather because several of their members had 
been apprehended, and were still confined upon 
suspicion of being concerned init: And there- 
fore his lordship moved, “ That the Judges of 
the King’s-bench be ordered to cause the Trial 
of Christopher Layer, esq. to be forthwith 
printed and published, the same being first pe- 
rused by the King’s Counsel.”’ 

This motion was backed by the earls Cowper, 
Strafford and Aylesford, tbe lords Trevor, Bas 


o 
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thurst, and Lechmere, wha, urged, “ That there 
had been an extraordinary, and in their opt- 
nion, an unnecessary delay nithe printug and 
publishing che sard Trial, it bes 4 two months 
since Mr. Layer was tried, direction having 
been given to Samuel Buckley, tor the specdy 
publishing of his Vral, so long siice as the 
27th of November last, as appeared by an Ad- 
Vertisement printed by authority in the Ga- 
‘gette: Thet no step having been taken tor 
obtaining the justice due by the laws of the 
Jand to any of the other conspirators, the pub- 
lication of the said ‘rial ought, in their opt- 
nion, to have been quickened, whereby the 
nation would have received such satistacuon, 
coacerning the said execrable Conspiracy, as 
could be collected trom the said) proceedig 5 
and the ffouse have been enabled to make 
such tse of it, as shoud appear ncecosary for 
tue honour, mnterest, aud satecy of his Majesty 
andinis kingdoms.” ‘Lo this it was answered 
Ly 

The Lard Cartcret, That the Order moved for 
was altugcther unnecessary, directions having, 
long betore, been given by the Judges of the 
court of RKing’s-tonch, for the prmouog aud 
publishing of the said Trial with all convenient 
speed; that the said Trial betug of a very 
large extent, and several parts of at, that were 
taken duwn in sbort hand, requiring a great 
deal of time to be put in order, and revised 
and rectifed by the Judges, and the counsel on 
both sides, had occasioned the delay com- 
plained of ; but that the priuting of the said 
Trial being now in great forwardness, the same 
would be publishcd ina few days. 


Protest relating thereto.| His lordship was 
eupported by the dukes of Argyle and New- 
casile, and a quesiion being stated upon the 
exclof Anglesea’s motion, the previous ques- 
tion was put, That the said question be now 
put, which was carried in the negative, by 53 
voices against 32, 


“ Dissentient’ 

_ 1. © Because it appeared to us, on the debate 
of the mai question, that there has been an 
unnece-sury and affected delay in the priating 

and pubiishing the said Trial, it being fil two 
months since Christupher Layer was tried ; 
and direction having been given fur the speedy 
publishing thereof, so long since as the 27th of 
November last, as appears by an advertise- 
ment, printed by authority, in the Gazette ; 
and it having been allowed in the debate, that 
the delay was extraordinary, and no fact 
baving been laid befure the Mouse sufficient, 
as we apprehend, to excuse such deiay, we 
think, that the main question ought to have 
been put, as the only security, in our upinion, 
against any farther neglect, and to prevent any 
imputation on the honour of the Icuse for 
counter:ancing ur conniving at such delay. 

2. This House having received mu manver of 
satisfaction, since his Majesty’s most gracious 
Speech from the ‘Throue, touching the horiid 
Conspiracy theseiu Cummunicated ; and no 
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step having been taken, for ought appears to 
us, either in Parliament, or elsewhere, for ob- 
taining the justice due by the laws of the land 
to any of the conspirators (except the said 
Layer) though his Majesty was pleased to as- 
sure this Elouse, in his Speech from the throne, 
that some of the conspirators were then taken 
up and secured; we think that the main ques- 
tion ought to have been put, whereby the pub- 
licallion ot the said tral might have been 
quickened, and thereay the nation have re 
ceived such satisfaction concerning the said ex- 
ecrable conspiracy, as could be collected from 
the said proceeding ; and this House have 
been enabled to make such use thereof, as 
should appear necessary in their wisdum fur 
the honour, interest, and suicty of his Majesty 
and his kingdoms, 2 

3. Because we are apprcbensive, that 
the delay in publishing the said trial may have 
contributed to create jealousies concerning the 
said Couspiracy, and may have encouraged ill 
afiected persons to foment the same, to the 
great prejudice of his Majesty’s government ; 
snd as, in our opinisn, the speedy publishing 
the said trial, if the sume had been done, mught 
have conduced to the prevention of those mis- 
chicts ; we also conceive, that the farther 
growth of them might have been checked, if the 
main question had been put, aud cuiried in the 
aflirmutive, 

4. “ Because we think itofgreat consequence 
to his Majesty’s service, that the publication 
of the said trial should have been made under | 
the strictest security against any paruality or 
other abuse relating theseto; and therefore, 
we think, the main question ought to have 
been put, whercby the care and inspection 
thereof would have been lodged, by authority 
of this House, in the hands of the Judges, to. 
whom it properly belongs ; and its falling into 
any other hands not so proper, or notso im- 
mediately responsible to this House, would 
have been prevented. (Signed,) Anglesea, 

Craven, Cowper, Bathurst, Aylestord, 
Gower, Osborne, Fran. Cestriens’, Wes 
ton, Strafford, Hereford, Fuley, Leche 
mere, Tievor, Asuburnham, Compton,” | 


Debate in the Lords on a Motion for the 
Judecs, Counsel. &c. concerned.in Layer's Trial, 
to atirnd the House.] Then the Jord Bathurst 
moved “That the Judges of the Kiny’s-bench 
should attend in their places on Thursday next, 
and that the Kiug’s counsel who were concerne 
ed in the trial of Christopher Layer, and also 
the counsel for the said Layer at the said trial, 
and Mr. Samuel Buckley, and the person or 
persons who took the said trial in short hand, 
should attend at the bar of this House at the 
sane time.” This motion was supported by 
the lord Lechmere, the earls of Stratlord, Co- 
ningsby, Bristol, and Cowper; but was op- 
posed by the lords Carteret and Onslow, and 
the duke of Newcastle, 


_ Protest on the said Motion's passing in the 
Negatize.] So that the question being put 
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tbereapon, it was carried in the negative, by 
48 vices against 29. . : 


 Dissentient’ a 

1. “ Because the House having resolved, 
that the question for ordering the printing the 
tralof Laver should nat now be put, we are of 
opinion, that itis thereby made necessary, for 
the honour of the House, that the occasion of 
the deiay should be aquired into; for without 
such uiguiry, we ere apprehensive, that the 
procecdings of this House may be miscon- 

strued as tending to countenance such delay, 
2.“ Because we think at the right of this 
Hove to enquire into all neglects or abuses 
which concern the public; and though it was 
objected in the debate, that such inquiry might 
carry some amputation on the judges, or other 
persons concerued ; we think that that ob- 
jection may be equally assigned against all in- 
quiries; but¢ is inconsistent with the honour 
and dignity of the [louse, and ought not, as we 
conceive, to be put in the balance with the 
Loaour of the Louse and the public service, to 
which the question, in our opinion, has an ap- 
parent tendency.———-(‘Signed,) Anylesea, 
Avlestord, Ashburnham, Fran. Ces- 
trieas’, Brooke, Craven, Straffurd, Comp- 
ton, Weston, Lechmere, Gower, Tre- 
vor, Cowper, Osborne, Bathurst, Foley.” 


Debate on the Protest of Jan. 21, relating to 
tte Printing of Layer's Trial.| Jan. 29. The 
Urder was read, for taking into consideration 
ne Protest entered ’n the Journal of this 
House upon Monday the 21st of this instant 
January ; and the several Reasons in the said 
Protest being read, a motion was made, That 
itis a groundless assertion in tbe Protest en- 
tered upon Monday the 21st of this instant 
January, that it appeared in the debate, that 
Use had been an unnecessary and affected 
Deisy in the printing and publishing the tral 
o Christopher Layer ; and the utmost indignity 
to lus ELouse to suggest that any question was 
ncessary to have been put, for preventing an 
imputation on the honour of this House, for 
couatenancing or conniving at such delay. 

And a question being stated thereupon, it 
¥as proposed after the word * Debate,’ and be- 
fare the word ‘ that’ to add these words, viz. 
‘tothe Lords who signed the said Protest.’ 
Wich being objected to, the question was put 
woetber those words shall be made part of the 
jmestion ? Ie was resolved in the negative. 
Cunient 34, Not content 64. 

Then it was proposed, after the word, ‘ ques- 
‘ton,’ and betore the words ‘was necessary,’ 
toinsert_ these words, viz. © in the opinion of 
‘the same Lords.’ Which being likewise ob- 
jected to, the question was put, whether those 

words should be made part of the question? 
lt was resolved in the negative. 


Protest relating to the suid Protest.) Then 
the luregoing stated question was put; aud 
ub was waoived in the atlirmative. 


‘“¢ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because, the assertion and suggestion 
in the Protestation intended to be censured by 
the Resolution are qualified as the amendments 
offered would have stated them, if adinitted, by 
being restrained to the opinion of the Lords 
who signed the Protestation; but those restric- 
tions are wholly omitted in the Resolution: 
And we are clearly of opinion, that if the as- 
sertion and suggestion had been set forthin the 
Resolution, as they stand in the Protestation, 
they could not have beea censured with any 
colour of justice; but that the said omission 
being, as we conceive, of a circumstance ex- 
tremely material, we think the censures con- 
tained in the Resolution are not applicable to 
the assertion and suggestion found in the Pro- 
testation, but to such as are of avery different 
nature, 

2, “The restraining the assertions used in 
Protestations to the apprehension or opinion of 
the Lords protesting, where it contradicts the 
opinion of the House, is, as we conceive, so 
inuch of the essence of a Protestation with 
reasons, that of the great number of instances 
of such Protestations standing on the Journals 
of this House, pot ove would be found regular 
among them, if that due caution and respect 
to the opinion of the majority was omitted ; 
and therefore it seems clear to us, that the like 
censure might be as justly passed on all the 
Protestations with reasons, that were ever en- 
tered, if they were recited and represented in 
the same manner as we conceive this to be. 
(Signed, ) Brooke, Fran. Cestriens’, Scars- 

dale, Cowper, Craven, Montjoy, Ash- 

burnham, Trevor, Litchfield, Exeter, 

Guildford, Osborne, Hereford, Uxbridge, 

Strattord, Anglesea, Lechmere, Compe 

ton, Foiey, Bathurst, Hay, Aberdeen, 

Gower, Bingley.” 


Farther Protests relating to the Printing 
of Layer's Trial.] Then a motion was made, 
“That the said Trial has been printed and 
published with as much expedition as the 
length and nature of the said Trial, aud the 
careful perusaland examination thereof by the 
Judges, could admit of, and in as little time as 
has been generally accustomed in the like 
cases ; and that it 1s an unjust insinuation that 
the authority of this House was wanting for 
lodging the care and inspection of the said 
Trial in the hands of the Judges, or that there 
was any danger of its falling into any other 
hands, or that the same had been under the di- 
rection of any others whatsvever besides the 
Judges.” Anda question being stated there- 
upon, it was proposed to leave out these words, 
*¢ And that it 1s an unjust insinuation, that the 
authority of this House was wanting for lodging 
the care and inspection of the said trial in the 
hands of the Judges, or that there was any 
danger of its falling into any other hands, or 
that the same had been under the direction of 
any others whatsoever besides the Judges.” 
Which being objected to, the question was put, 
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whether those words shall stand part of the 
question ? It was resolved in the athrmative, by 
62 against 35. 


“ Dissentient’ 

« Because we conceiveit to be contrary to the 
nature and course of proceedings in Parliament, 
that a complicated question consisting of mat- 
ters of a different consideration should be put, 
especially if objected to, that Lords may not 
be deprived of the liberty of giving their judg- 
ments on the said diifcrent matters, if they 
think fit. /Signed,) Scarsdale, Aberdeen, 

Exeter, Brooke, Osborne, Hay, Trevor, 
Anglesea, Cowper, Fran. Cestriens’, 
Montjoy, Foley, Ashburnham, Strafford, 
Gower, Craven, Bathurst, Guilford, 
Litchheld, Lechmere, Bingley, Uxbridge, 
Compton, Hereford.” 


Then the main question was put, “That the 
said Trial has been printed and published with 
as much expedition, as the length and nature 
of the said Trial, and the careful perusal and 
examination thereof by the Judges, could ad- 
‘mit of, and in as little time as has been ge- 
nerally accustumed in the hke cases; and 
that it is an unjust insinuation, that the au- 
thority of this Elouse was wapting for lodging 
the care and inspection of the said Trial in 
the hands of the Judges, or that there was 
any danger of its falling into any other hands, 
or that the same had been under the direction 
of any others whatsoever besides the Judges ?” 
It was resolved in the atiirmative, by 58 
against 32. 


“‘ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because when a question was moved, 
on the twenty-first of this instant, in order to 
appoint a day for this House to inquire, if the 
printing Layer’s Trial was dispatched with all 
prope expedition, or if aot, where the fault 
ay; which would naturally have led us to have 
seen if it bad fallen into any other hands than 
it should have done; though we thought it 
highly reasonable, the majwrity of the House 
then did not, and we were yet willing to have 
gone into the same examination; but we can- 
Not conceive it to be fit or agreeable to the 
dignity or regular course of procecdings in this 
House to vote or resolve so many matters of 
fact, as are contained in this Resolution, with- 
out any examination at all, or any evidence 
given to support them, and which in their na- 
ture, we think, cannot be within the knowledge 
of any one lord present in the debate. 

3. “ As for the insinuation with which the 
protestation is charged by this resolution, we do 
not apprehend the protestation to be justly lia- 
ble to that charge; but supposing it to be so, 
we cannot yet but be of opinion, that the per- 
mitting that matter to have been fully inquired 
into, would have been the properest and best 
method of preventing or answering that insi- 
Huation. (Signed,) Litchfield, Foley, 

Gower, Lechmere, Guilford, Scarsdale, 
Trevor, Bingley, Brooke, Strafford, 
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Compton, Exeter, Craven, Cowper, 
Aberdeen, Hay, Uxbridge, Osborne, 


Anglesea, Fran, Cestiuiens’, Muntjoy, 
Bathurst, Hereford.” 


Protest relating to the Conspiracy.] Them 
a motion was made, “ That this House, not ca- 
pable of doubting of the truth of the traiterous 
Conspiracy communicated to them by his Ma- 
yesty in bis Speech from the throne, has ever 
since that time received very great satisfaction 
from some convincing proots touching thesame, 
and js firmly persuaded, that such farther satis- 
faction will he vet in due time given, as must 
render it impossible for any ore to doubt there- 
of;” and a question being stated thereupon, 
after debate, the previous question was put, 
whether the said question shail be now put? It 
was resolved in the athirmative. : 


“ Dissentient’ 

1. ‘* Because to the best of our apprehen- 
sions, no part of the Protestation pave occa- 
sion for the putting of such a question; for it 
was, a§ we conceive, clearly admitted in the 
Protestation, that his Majesty’s most graciogs 
Speech from the throne had given satisfaction 
as to the truth of the cunspiracy in general; and 
the excepting Layer’s Trial therein did plainly 
allow, that the said trial had, as far as that 
went, opened the particulars; and vet the re- 
solution, as we take it, carries with it an insie« 
nuation, that the Protestation had raised @ 
doubt concerning the truth of the said traiter- 
ous Conspiracy; which insinuation is, in our 
opinion, entirely groundless. 

2. * The said several Resolutions importing 
censures, as we conceive, on the said Protesta~ 
tion, and being not warranted by more than 
one precedent, that we can find, on the Jour- 
nals of this House; and the liberty of provese- 
ing with reasons being an unquestionable night 
and essential privilege of the whole peerage, we 
are of opinion that the said Resolutions tend to 
disconntenance and discourage the due liberty 
of protesting; and in that respect may be, as 
we apprehend, of dangerous consequence. 
(Signed,) Licchicld, Osborne, Guiltord, Comp- 

_ ton, Bathurst, Bingley, Hay, Meontjoy, 
Brook, Fran. Cestriens’, Craven, Angle- 
sea, Foley Lecimere, Scarsdale, Aber 
deen, Strafford, Heretord, Cowper, Uxe 
bridge, Exeter, Gower.” 


Protest against the Number of Land- Forces 


for the Year 1723.] February 16. Report was 


made from the Committee of the whole House, 

of the Amendments made to the Bill fur pu-- 
nishing Mutiny and Desertion; and the Amend-— 
ent, in relation to the number of forces to be 

allowed, which was to specify that 16,419 cffec- 

tive men, and 1.815 invalids should be the 

number instead of all the forces then on foot, 

being read a second ume, the question was put, » 
whether to agree with the Committee in the 

said Amendment? It was resolved in the af 

firmative. Content 70, Not-Content 25 
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@ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because, as we conceive, the keeping 
en army of regular troops in this kingdom, 
under martial Jaw, consisting of a greater nuin- 
her than what we take to be necessary fur the 
guard of the King’s pcrsun, and defence of the 
government, is of the most dangerous conse- 
quence to the constitution of this kingdom; 
and, in our upinion, may bring on a total alte- 
rauon ofthe trame of our government trom a 
legal and limited monarchy to a despotic; and 
we are induced to be of this judgment, as well 
from the nature of armies, and the inconsisteo- 
cy of so preat a military power and martial law 
with the civil aathority, as from the known and 
universal experience of other couytries in Eu- 
rope, which by the influence and power of 
standing armies, in time of peace, have from 
limited monarchies, like ours, been changed 
into absolute: for which reason we cannot give 
our consent to this Amendment, whereby the 
present number of troops amounting in the 
whole (invaliés included) to fourteen thousand 
odd hundred men (which we think abundantly 
sutiicient for all yood purposes) will be increas- 
ed to near tour thousand more, although there 
be at th’s time no ground to apprebend an in- 
vasion frum a foreign enemy, or, as we believe, 

407 wsurrection or rebellion at home. 

%."* Because that which seems to have give 
nse to this auginentation of the army, is the 
late reasonable conspiracy, which his Majesty 
atthe opening of this session, acquainted his 
parliament with; and that conspiracy having 
heen discovered above eight months since, and 
the farther detecting and punishing the con- 
spirators having been ever sincein the hands of 
atuthful and diligent ministry, we cannot think 
* atall probable the conspiracy should still 
be carrying on ; or if any dregs of it should be 
jet remaining, that the government cannot be 
easly secured by @ civil authority, assisted by 
60 great anumber of troops as are at present 
Gn toot; and therefore we cannot think our- 
iclves justifiable to the kingdom (whose rights 
and privileges we are intrusted to preserve) 

ad we given our votes for this augmentation 
ot troops, when no evident necessity, or just 
wccasion appeared to us for such an increase. 

3.‘ Because the act passed this session, to 
enable his Majesty to apprehend and detain in 
custody any person (suspected of being en- 
gaged in any treasonable couspiracy) for above 
twelve months, though that power had never 
been granted to -the crown before, for half 
thatuume at once (and that when there was 
aactual rebellion, or expected invasion) was 
» great a power added to the former authority 
of the crown, that we cannot but think it alto- 
gether sutticient to prevent any mischiefs from 
teasonable plots or practices, which may be 

cared on by any rebellious or discontented 
petsns, without increasing the army, which, 

WS present state, 15 Not submitted to, but as 

Btttsary fur avoiding a greater evil, 

4." Though the intended augmentation by 


\Wisintended ouly forone year, yet we fear’ 


this will be a means of continuing them in per= 
petuity ; for we think it probable, there will, at 


all times hereafter, be easily found as good 


reasons for continuing this increase, as there is 


now for making it. 
5. Because we think the greatest, and 


only lasting security to his Majesty and his go- . 


vernment, isin the hearts and affections of his 
subjects; and if the disaffection or discontents 
which have of late happened from some un- 
fortunate proceedings, are thought by any to 
be an argument for raising more forces, we 
think it the duty of all good sabjects, who 
wish well to his Majesty and our present 
happy establishment, to use their best endea- 
vours for curing those discontents, by removing 
or lessening the occasions of them, and conse- 
quently that there should not be an augmenta- 
tion of the army, which is already suthc:ently 
burthensome to the subjects, both by the great 
charge of maintaining them, and by the un- 
easiness to the places where they are quartered; 
because thereby the charge to the subjects will 
be considerably increased, which, as we ap- 
prehend, ought most carefully to be avoided in 
Our circumstances, when the load of taxes is 
already so very great, and the kingdom in- 
volved in so linmense a debt, that nothing but 
the most prudent economy and good husban- 
dry, can give us any probable prospect of eas- 
ing it: and therefore not being convinced of 
any real or just ground for such increase of 
troops, do fear that this will not take away or 
lessen, but rather increase the discontents and 
disaifection of the peuple, and, in that respect, 
weaken his Majesty’s government, in a greater 
degree than it will be strengthened by this 
addition of forces, allowing something for the 
possibility of false musters.——( Signed) W. 

Ebor’, Powlet, Uxbridge, Aberdeen, Ox- 

ford, Scarsdale, Gower, Trevor, Comp- 

ton, Stratford, Fr. Cestriens’, Hay, 

Cowper, Osborne, Litchfield, Ashburn- 

ham, Foley, Mountjoy.” 


Report or THE ComMMITTEE OF THE Hovse 
op ComMMONS, CONCERNING THE PROJECT 
COMMONLY CALLED * Tur Harpuron - 
Lottery.’ : 


Feb. 1. Mr. Hungerford reported, from the 
Committee appointed to inquire into the Pro- 


ject, called “The Harburgh Lottery,”* and all 


* “The affair which occasiened the most 
talk, next to the Plot, was the Harburgh Lot- 
tery, which was brought before the Parliament 
this session. The lottery took its name from 
the place where it was to be drawn, the town 
and port of Harburgh on the river Elbe, within 
the King’s German dominions, where the pro- 


jector was to settle a trade for the woollen ma- 


nufacture between England and Germany, 


The House of Commons having appointed a 


Committee to inquire into this and other lot- 
teries, then carrying on in London, it was re- 
presented in their Iteport, That the scheme pru- 


i 


63) 
other foreign Lotteries, now carrying on im the 
city of London, the matter, as it appeared to 
them ; and he read the same in his place; and 
afterwards delivered the Report in at the 
clerk's table: Where the sane was read; and 
is as follows ; viz. 


‘ That the said Committee have, with the ut- 
most diligence, endeavoured to find out by 
what authority, and by virtue of what in- 
struments, the said Lottery was erected; in 
order to lay the same before the House; and 
to make the said Lottery, and the manage- 
ment thereof, the more intelligible: but the 
Committee, finding they should meet with 
great difhculties in obtaining such instru- 
ments; , and the more, for that one of the 
persons, who, as your said Committee was in- 
formed, was capable of giving your Com- 
mittee a very material account of the crea- 
tion of the said Lottery, was withdrawn; 
and your Committee being unwilling to enter 
into the examination of any instruments, or 
writings, which might be interpreted to be 
part of his Majesty’s German administra- 
tion; have contented themselves to lay only 


before the House the printed copy of the’ 


Scheme of the said Lottery, with some Re- 
marks thereon; and the Examinations of 
witnesses, viza voce, relating thereto: | 


« That the Scheme proposes, that 1,500,0001. 
Sterling, or 16,500,000 gailders, should be sub- 


posed, that 1,500,000/. sterling, or 16,500,000 
guilders, should be subscribed ; and that it was 
to be drawn at Harburgh, in five classes, 
100,000 tickets to be drawn in each class, at 3/, 
per ticket; and that every person subscribing 
was to pay 12s. or six guilders for each ticket, 
before the drawing each class of the lottery. 
- That 200,000/. of 300,000/. in each class, was 
to be divided into lots, to the fortunate adven- 
turers, which amounts to 1,000,000/. to be de- 
ducted cut of the whole sum, which was to be 
paid the fortunate adventurers. That a sum, 
of 1,000,000/. was subscribed for, to carry on 
a trade between Great-Britain and his Majesty’s 
German dominions; and that 2 per cent. was only 
paid in upon the stock so subscribed: of whicha 
suin of 13,000/. or more was actually paid in 
money,and 7000/. or more was secured by 
notes; 400,000/. whereof was subscribed. At 
first, 100,0002. stock was sold at 15d. Ss. per 
cent. of which two per cent. was only paid in 
to the coinpany, and the rest disposed of as 
foliows; 13/. 3s. per cent. which xmormnted to 
13,1507. 10,0U0/. of which was given to Mr. 
Nicolai; and 3,150/. to Mr. Penjamin Joules, 
for their services: Andas to 13,000/. paid in 
money, and 7,090/. in notes, the Comupittce 
could get no account what was become of it, 
not bemg ahle to see their books; nor could 
_ the committee learn what number of tickets 
~ had been delivered out, or what money there- 
upon had bern reeeived, or what was become 
of what they had received. That with regard 
‘to the dispusition of the other 500,U00/. 5. per 


PARL. HISTORY, 9 Georce I. 1723.—Report of the House of Commons 


(G4 


scribed ; and that it was to be drawn at Har- 
burg in five Classes, 100,000 tickets being to Le 
drawn in euch class, at 3/. per ticket ; and that 
every person subscribing was to pay 12s. or 6 
guilders, for each ticket, before the drawing 
each class of the suid Lottery : 

“That 200,000/. of the 300,000/. in each 
class, was to be divided in lots to the furtunate 
adventurers 3 which amounts to 1,000,0001. ; to 
be deducted out of the whote sum which was 
to be paid to the fortunate adventurers. 

“Te will be necessary, in order to inform 
the House how the other 500,000/, was to be 
disposed of, to acquaint them with such know- 
ledge as the Committee could gain of the na- 
ture andestablisbment of the company; not 
being able to see the instruments by which it 
was granted. 

“‘I¢ appeared to the Committee, That a 
sum of 1,000,000/. was subscribed for, to carry 
on a trade between Great Britain, and his 
Majesty’s German dominions; and that 2 per 
ceut. was agreed to be paid in upon the stock 
so subscribed; of which, a sum of 18,000/. or 
more was actually paid in money ; and 7000/. 
or more, was secured by notes¢ 400,000/. 
whereof was subscribed for at first: and 
1,000,000/. stock was sold at 15/. 3s. per cent. : 
of which 2 percent. only was paid in to the 
company; and the rest disposed of as fol- 
low ; viz. 132. 3s. per cent. which amount 
ed to 13,150/.; 10,000/. of which was given 
to Mr. Nicolai, and 3,150/, to Mr. Joules, 


cent. upon 1,500,000/. which amounts to 
75,000/. was to be deducted for management ; 
which being taken out of the said 500,0008. 
leaves 425,000/. which suin was to be incorpo- 
rated into the stock of the first company, and 
to make apart of a capital of 1,500,000/. as 
the Committee apprehended, of which they 
could get no positive information. But whether 
the former capital was intended to be so great, 
or only to consist of this 425,000/. and the 
1,000,000/. which was before subscribed, it 
appeared to the Committee, that a plain_ fraud 
was Intended in joining this real sum with an 
imaginary subscription: of which 2 per cent. 
only was paid in or secured, and that probably 
embezzled.’ The trustees of this lottery were 
twenty ; some of whom were in Germany ; 
the rest, who were in England, were the lo 
Barrington, sir John Hartop, Charles Frede- 
trick Krenbergh, John London, Fiennes sa 
rison, Peter Hartop, William Squire, Edwar 
Richier, John Caswal, Walliam Sterling, Ben- 
jamin Smith, Benjamin Burroughs, John Phom p- 
sun, Heary Bendish, —— Foster, Beran 
Joules, and Johu Manley. But several of ue 
resigned their trust immediately, being ne 
fied with the scheme; for, when sir Thomas }¥ ¢ 
ster, sir Charles Wager, and Jord Barrington 
waited upon lord Townshend, lord Cee 
and Mr. Walpole, they were told, os s 
English charter ror the advantage of the es 
tery could not be granted, because it Was } 
gal and impracticable.” Tindal. 


/ 
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for their services: And as to the 13,0001. 
pad a money, at 2 per cent. for stock, 
asaforesaid, and 7,000/. m notes, the com- 
mittee could get no account of what was 
become of it; not being able to see their 
books: Nor can your Committee learn what 
nomber of tickets have been delivered out, or 
what money thereupon has-been received, or 
what 1s become of what they have received. 

“The Committee thought it necessary to 
lay this matter before the House, ty inform 
them what was to be done with the other 
500,000/, 

“In the first place, 5 per cent. upon 
1,500,000/. which amounts to 75,000/. was to 
be deducted for managemeat; which, being 
takcn out of the said 500,000/. leaves 425,0002. ; 
which sum was to be incorporated into the 
mock of the first company, and to makea part 
of a capital of 1,500,000/. as they apprehend ; 
ot which they could get no positive informa- 
won: But, whether the former capital was in- 
tended to be su great, or only to consist of 
tus 425,000. and the 1,000,000 which was 
befure subscribed ; it appears to us, that a 
plan fraud was intended, in joining this real 
sum with ap imaginary subscription, of which 
2 per cent. only was paid in, or secured ; and 
that, probably, embezzled : 

“Asto the further particulars of the Lot- 
tery; the Commitiee beg Ieave to refer to the 
pried copy of the Scheme, which is hereunto 
annexed (No 1.) 

“ And, in order to inform the House more 
fully of the subject matter of the said Lottery, 
the Committee have thought fit to lay before 
the House the most material parts of the exa- 
potas themselves: Which are as follow : 
wo ; 

“Mr. Benjamin Joules informed your Com- 
mtee, That, he the examinant, had not 
the wntten scheme of the Harburgh Lottery; 
fur that Mr, Ridpath, who is secretary to the said 

Vere, has all the writings and accounts ree 
sung thereto; but thathe bad a printed copy 
of the scheme of the said Lottery, which he 
delivered to the Committee, and is hereunto 
peataae: and said, He takes it-to be a true 
hee written scheme ; which, as far as 
Test as been always in Ridpath’s hands ; 
aie Article of a charter for com- 
ass by his Majesty as duke and 
ae runswick, there is a graut given 
beat a3 ce Lottery ; which grant was 
haeoen "era gentlemen, in trust for the be- 
era fee aur ee Phat he has seen the 
pages : cee It pale ante ae the 
svetiies the Lon wher ae > and wat it 
ie, ery to be drawn at Hanover: 
fe Ne of the Lottery was made to 

atwlens pit this tune 12 months : 
ben Thomas Webster proposed to 
ae examinant recompence fur his said 
Poin the chart P is : 

_ . Harter,as to the grant of the 
agreed insite oe said, That they were 
Giered bin ae eXaminant a gratuity, and 
Vou Vin 0/5 and the examinant made 


® 


rt 


answer, He would leave it tothem; and did 
accept of the 10,0002. for assigning his said 
right ; which assignment was made to several 
persons, in trust forthe company: That there 
were 5 classes in the said Lottery; and that he 
was to receive the 10,0002. at 5 several pay- 
ments, at 2,000/. each payment, before the 
drawing each class of the said Lottery: That 
the payment of the money is secured to the ex- 
aminant, by articles in writing, bearing date 
the 16th October 1722, which he delivered to 
the Committee, under the hands and seals of 
the persons, to whom the profits of the Lat- 
tery are conveyed, in trust for the company ; 
andthat it appears thereby, that the exami- 
nant was tobe paid the 10,000/. as before- 
mentioned ; That it likewise appears, Ly the 
recital of the said articles, that the profits of — . 
the said Lottery, which are purchased of him 
for the sum before-mentioned, was by an agree~ 
meut made at Hanover, bearing date the 14th 
November 1720, N. S. previously granted to 
the said examinant Benjamin Joules: 

‘¢ Being shewn one of the tickets of the 
said Lottery, No 17, M. 211, to which the ex- 
amjnant’s vame is printed as treasurer: Said, 
That the tickets were issued by his privity and 
consent ; and that he believes, they were not 
delivered out numerically: That he is not 
treasurer to the trustees for the Lottery; for 
that they act themselves as treasurers, alter- 
nately, in manner following; viz. That there 
are two iron chests; and that two of the trus-~ 
tees have each of thema key, and the secre- 
tary has another; and that the trustees deliver / 
over their keysto the next that wait, and then 
they are answerable nv longer: That the two 
trustees and secretary, when in waiting, had it 
in their power to take out the effects, that 
were in those chests: That there are 20 trus- 
tees; but some of them are in Germany; and 
those that are here now, are lord Barrington, 
Wn. Sterling, sir John Hartop, Benja. Smith, 
Chr. Fred. Kreinberg, Benja. Burroughs, John 
London, John Thompson, Fiennes Harrison, | 
H. Bendish, Peter Hartop, ——— Foster, Wm. 
Squire, Benja. Joules the examinant, Edward 
Richier, John Manley, John Caswall: That 
every one of the said trustees have accepted 
the trust, except Mr. John Manley, Mr. Henry 
Bendish, and Mr. Foster, by signing the coune 
terpart of the assignment of the Lottery: but 
that lord Barrington, sir John Hartop, and M.. 
Henry Beodish, never actcd: That he believes, 
That all the trustees he bas named, who have 
acted, have had the keys of the chests; That 
there were to Le printed 500,000 tickets; and 
the examinant believes most of them are 
printed: and that they are printed upon Tower 
hills and that the exaniunant believes, Mr. 
Billingsley did agree for the printing them; 
That the tickets were brought to the York- 
buildings house, ard locked up in the iron 
chests by the said trustees, who deliver them 
out, and receive the maney for them, Thas 
he does not know what number of tickets have 
been issued out, nor what sums of money re 
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ived for tickets delivered, for that Ke never 

w any account of it: That be believes, Mr. 
Ridpath keepsthe account of the money re- 
. Geived: That if the Lottery should take place, 
the stock would be worth 29 per cent.: That 
_ the whole stock is called 1,500,000/. stock; 
and that it was as large before the new proprie- 
tors came in : That 2 per cent. is paid in upon 
1,000,000/.; in money, 13,000/.; in notes, 
7,000/, which were paid (othe examinant as 
treasurer to thé company. 


“ Being examined by what authority he was 


treasurer, said, he was appointed treasurer b 

the Charter of the King, and that his name is 
in the warrant of the 
asked, how he came to take notes; declared, 
he received orders from some of the directors 


to take them; and that the notes are some of 


theirown : That the notes are in the custody 
of Ridpath ; for that he, the examinant, has 
accounted with the Company, and delivered 
the accoune to him the said Ridpath., 

“ Mr. Geo, Ridpath, Secretary to the Trustees 
for the Harburgh Lene y, being examined as to 


the scheme of the said Lottery, said, That the 


calculations of the Lottery agree with the 
scheme that was approved by his Majesty: That 


there is a power to erect a Lottery by the 6th 
article of a charter grantéd by his Majesty, 
which was in order to clear the river Elbe: 
_ That he cannot be positive who formed the Lot- 
tery; but that he has heard, that Mr. Billingsley 
formed the scheme of it: 

‘¢ Being asked, who was the person that first 
handed the scheme to the examinant ; said, 
that he saw it in company, but cannot tell who 
brought it to the company : that lord Barring- 
ton, and some others, were then present ; and 
that itdid appearto have his Majesty’s Sign 
Manual, and seal of the Electorate, when it was 
first handed to the company, as a company ; 
but that the examinant, previovs to that, saw 
the scheme in'the hands of Mr. Billingsley, 
whom he takes to be chief projecter ; and that 
he is not certain it was the same scheme as is 
printed ; and that, then, it neither had his Ma- 
Jesty’s Sign Manual, nor the Privy-Seal of the 

slectorate ; That, when this scheme was pro- 
shat the profits of the lottery were Mr. 

oules’s, by a 
for which he was to clear and deepen the river 
Elbe: and that lord Barrington, sir Alexander 
Cairnes, Mr. Nicolai, Mr. Alderman Baylis, 
Mr. Fiennes Harrison, and Mr. Mount, made 
that agreement with him; which was confirmed 
by the company, nem. con: and i$ entered 
in the minutes: that Mr. Joules petitioned 
bis Majesty far an order to issue the Lot- 
tery; but that it was previously granted to 
him by a vote of the company: That, since he 
was Secretary, there has been minutes kept, 
which is since the charter was granted for the 
Commerce Company, in which there is a power 
toerecta Lottery : . 

‘¢ Being desired to produce the charters, 
books, and papers, relating to the Lottery ; said, 
That he has not his Majesty's leave to produce 


ing as treasurer: Being 


agreement made at Hanover, 


them ; and desired the Committee would not 
put him upon difficulties: Being again asked 
Whether he would not deliver the papers > 
said, that he was very willing to deliver the 
pe ers, if it was not for the difficulties he has 
efore-mentioned ; and that-he is afraid those 
difficulties extend to all the papers, as well the 
deed that cunveys the profits of the Lottery 
to Joules, and the mmute-books, as the char- 
ters : 

‘“‘ The Abstract of the scheme of the Har 
burg company’s Lottery for 1,500,000/. ster- 
ling, or 16,500,000 guilders, in the Flying- 
Post, from Tuesday November 138th, to Thurs- 
day November 15th, 1722 (which is the same 
as that hereunto annexed, N° 1.), being read 
to the examinant, said, that it was printed by 
hisdirection; and that the scheme inthe same, 
to the best of his knowledge, agreeth with that 
which is signed by his Majesty; and that the 
warrant, and approbation ofthe scheme, recited 
in the said abstract, are signed at St. James’s, 
as mentioned in the said paper : 

“The Advertisement, relating to the Hat- 
burg Lottery, in the Flying-Post, from Tuesday 
December 4th, to Thursday December 6th, 
1722 (which is hereunto annexed, N°. 2. 
being read to the examinant; he declared, 
That he believes he sent it to the printer’s: 
That he drew the advertisement himself, and af- 
terwards shewed it to several gentlemen; and 
particularly, as he believes, to Mr. Burroughs 
and Mr. Squire, who arc trustees and directors, 
at a meeting at the York-Buildings-house: and 
that it was not ordered either by a court of di- 
rectors, or the trustees : 

‘‘ Being asked, What was meant by these 
words, part of the advertisement, * as wil! con- 
vince their enemies, or rather those of his Ma- 


jesty, and the trade of the nation ;’ said, That 


those that are enemies to his Majesty, have 
opposed the Lottery : That the examipant be- 
lieves the tickets weré printed at Tower-hill; 
and that the examinant never heard, that any 
of them were printed at Hanover, or Harbarg: 
That the persons that are appointed agents to 
deliver out the tickets, were nominated by the 
acting trustees: who are Mr. Burroughs, Mr. 
Caswall, Mr. Squire, Mr. Thompson, Mr 
Richier: That there are some of the trustees 
at Harburg; but that no Committee of them 
have met there; norhas there been any ordets 
or directions, sent from them, that this exami- 
nant knows of: That abundance of gentlemen 


about 100,000 tickets; which they are to pay 
for, when they take the tickets out; and that 
there was a commission sent tately, from a gen- 
tleman in France, for 1,000 titkets: chat he 
cannot tell how many are delivered out; for 
that the trustees keep the accounts, and have 
the books now in their custody : that the exa- 
winant has heard, they have received about 
100/. for tickets : . 

*‘ The examinant, being futther examined, 
said, That lord Barrington did not give him di- 


have subscribed for tickets, to the amount of 7 


rections to publish the abstract of tue scheiie 
1 
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iv the Flying-Post, of 15th November, nor any 
of the advertisements now shewn to the exami- 


nant : That the Lottery has been under the con- | 


sideration of several meetings of directors, and 

aegis meetings of proprietors; and that it 

had their approbation in general: That he 
do not remember he ever heard any one, at 
any one meeting, complain of the Lottery, as 
taking too mach from adventurers, and giving 
$90 much to the proprietors of the stock : 

“‘ Being asked, Whether there was ever ten 
votes against the Lottery ? said, there was not 
half ten: Thet the Jast general meeting or- 
dered, that endeavours should be used to fill the 

_ Lottery with all possible speed; and that all 
the deputy-govergors, and directors, were sum- 
moned to that meeting ; and that it was then 
giso agreed, that endeavours showld be used to 
pbtam an English Charter for trade; but that 
benever beard, that any application was de- 
signed to be made for a charter for a Lottery: 
that there are minutes taken of the order to ap- 
ply foran English Charter ; 

“ Being asked, -Whether he has ever heard 
the Lattery or the Company by which the Lot- 
tery is granted, treated as a bubble by those 
that are concesned ; said, That he has heard it 
so treated by Mr. Hope, and sir Thomas Web- 
ser; the last of whom declared, at a meeting 
ef directors, he would wash his hands of it; and 
that what made it a cheat was, that there was 
so English Charter granted: That the stock will 
be worth, according to the calculations he has 
geen, 29 per cent. if the Lottery is full; but, if 
not, the value will decline, in proportion to the 
Bumber of tickets that are not sold: ‘That he 

"bas heard it treated as a thing for the henefit-of 
the trade of Great Britain: That the sub-go- 
vernor, deputy- governor, and directors, have 
no salari¢s, or other allowances, under this 
Charter : 

“Being asked, Whether Mr. Joules is trea- 
surer; daid, that he is not sole treasurer for the 
rath for that the trustees, of. whom he 
(Mr. Joules) is one, act as treasurers: 

“ Being asked, How it comes that the tickets 
are printed iu his name, as treasurer; said, that 
be ts appointed .treasurer, for life, by his Ma- 
jesty's patent; and the tickets are ordered to 
be printed, in the name of the treasurer, by 
warrant of bis Majesty; but that, some of the 
geatlemen not liking Mr. Joules, there is an 
order made in the minutes, that he should sot 
Jeceive any money, till he bas paid the Com- 
pany what he owes them: That the trustees 
would not permit him, alone, to receive any 
Money; but receive it themselves: That the 
money tbat was to be received for the tickets, 
Was to he lndyed in the Bank of England, and 
at the treasuty chamber at Hanover; and that 

the charter gives the directors a power of meet- 
ig exther at Harburg, or in England: 

. “‘ Being asked to produce the minutes relat- 

14 to the application for the English Charter ; 

@& also the minutes that were made, fur Joules 

Ot to receive any money, as befure-mentioned ; 


aid, Tiat they are in the same book as tbe 


minutes relating to che foreign charter; and 
that he has not those minutes now in his cus- 
tody; for that they were locked up by the trus- 
tees, since he was ill: That the patents, war- 
rapt, and mjnute-baok, were locked up yester- 
night: That he did nyt sce them locked up; for 
that they lay in the room where usyally the 
directors meet: That several trustees were there 
that afternoon; and particularly, Mr. Squire, 
Mr. Burroughs, and Mr. Richier: That the 
examinant supposed Mr. Squire either locked 
them up himself, or the messenger, by his di- 
rection: Said, That the reason he gave for so 
doing, was to clear the room; and that neither 
Mr. Squire, or the messenger, knew what pa- 

ers they were: 

“ The Examinant owned, That he did ac- 


quaint them, before they locked up the papera, 


that the Committee bad sent him notice, in writ- 
ing, that they would examine him the next day: 

“Being asked, Whether the directors did 
not take any oath; said, that there are oaths 
prescribed by the charter, but uot taken; for 
that they cannot adininister pied here, except 
they had an a are Charter.” 

“ Mr. Ridpath, having attended the Commite 
tee, the last day of the Committee’s aitting, since 
his said examination, was desired to produce, or 
leave with the chairman, the minutes relating 
to the application fo. the British Charter: 
Which he accordingly has sent to the chair- 
man; and the same are hereugto anvexed, 
No. JII. | 

“Mr. Nath. Brassey said, That, in 1720, a 
project was going on for a charter for aanano- - 
facture company: That there was a letter of 
attorney made, in order to give a power for 
persons to subscribe for the stock of that com- 
pany at Harburg; and 400,000. of that stock 
was subscribed for at 2 per cent.; and 100,000/. 
stock was sold at 15/, 3s. per cent.; whereof 2 
per cent. only was paid to the company, as the 
examinant has been informed: : 

“That, afterwards, several gentlemen went 
over to Hanover, ¢ndeavouring to obtain a 
charter for commerce, which was to be united - 
with the manufacture charter; and that there 
was subscribed 2 per cent. for 540,800/. or 
thereab.uts, of the stuck of that company: 
That, when they were returned, gentlemen 
were culled together, and were informed of the 
benefits that would arise by the aforesaid char- 
ter: That, some time after, the examinant 
went, with sir John Hartopp, Mr. Bendish, Mr. 
Richier, Mr. Henry Cairnes, Mr. Joules, and 
Mr, Ridpath, to Baron Botbmore, to solicit the 
warrant for a Lottery; of which the scheme, 


how shewed to hin, the examinant, is a copy : 


“That, when he heard the Lottery was to be 
granted to Mr. Joules, the examinant applied 
to Baron Bothmore; who told the examinant, 
That a private Lottery was asked for, but. 
would not be granted; that, though this Lot. 
tery was granted to Joules, it was intended for 
the sole benefit of the company: 

‘¢ That, after the warrant for a Lottery was 
obteined, the echeme was laid before the exa~ 


, 
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minant, and some others, at a meeting, as di- 
rectors; who desired, of lord Barrington, to see 
the warrant; but could not obtain their re- 
quests: That the examinant did not only object 
to the scheme itself, as not being a fair adven- 
ture, but did disapprove of it, and declare, 
he would not come into it; because lord Bar- 
Tington told them, at that mecting, that 75,000/. 
was to be given for the management of the Lot- 


_ tery; and proposed, that 75,000/. more should 


be given to Mr. Joules, for resigning his right 
of the Lottery to the company, and for making 
the Port at Harburg: 

“That the Examinant had a farther objec- 
tion to it; because it was offered, by Mr. Al- 
derman Billers, to be managed fur 20,000/. in- 
stead of 75,000/. provided he, Mr. Billers, 
could think the scheine fur; and the reason 
that was viven, by lord Barringtgn, not to ac- 
cept of that offer, was, that 75,000/. was set- 
tled, by his Majesty’s approbation of the Lot- 
tery, for the management thereof; and, as it 
was so settled, it must so remain, and the com- 

any could have it upon no otherterms: Said, 

hat when the trustees for the Lottery were 
named to the directors, lord Barrington said, 
That be believed, that some gentlemen, who 
were there present, were uncusy that they were 
not made trustecs for the Lottery ; and said, 
That those who had attended constantly, if 
they would come into the scheme, need not be 
uneasy; for they should have 200/. apiece, if 
they would agree to it: That lerd Barrington 


Offered the money; but that they refused it, 


and declared, they scorned to take money upon 
any such terms: That the offer was made b 

lord Barrington, ina little room, at Haberdash- 
ers hall; where were present Mr. Cresnor, Mr. 
Billers, and several more, that were not trustees: 
That the examinant said, he was in that room, 
from the first of the mecting; for that he had 
some conversation with Mr. Cresnor: That, at 
the last general meeting the examinant was at, 
It was concluded, that Mr. Joules should have 
10,00V/. for conveying his property in the Lot- 
tery ) the company; but that it was not to be 
paid out of any part of the 75,000/. which was 
to be given to the trustees, for the manage- 


ment «fthe said Lottery: 


“That the Fxaminane asked, Whether, if 
the whole 75,0002. was not expended in the 
execution of the Lottery, the remaining part of 
the money should not go to the company: He 
was told, by lord Barrington, That a great deal 
of ib t money was to be given to private uses: 
The exammant desired to know what those 
private uses were: Lord Barrineton told him, 
It was not convenient for him to know, and he 
should never know: 

_ © Being asked, whether he ever saw the ap- 
probation of the schem2 of the Lottery; said, 
That he desired to see it; but was denied to 
sce it, by lord Barrington: That he could ne- 
ver yet sight of the Company’s books; and 
could never see any accounts, hut upon scraps 


Of papers: That the examinant takes it, that the 


accounts and papers lay under the immediate 


-PARL. HISTORY, 9 Gzonce I. 1723.—Report of the House of Commons 


(72 


direction of the sub-governor, who is lord Bar- 


rington: That when they asked for any books, 
or accounts, they were tuld by lord Barrineton, 
It was not proper they should see the accounts 
ofthe commerce-charter, and they should net: 
That there was a baiance of ab account brought 
from the manuf:cture company to the anired 
company, whicl he saw ; but, as to the accuunt 
of the 100,000/. stock, that was sold at 154. 3s. 

er cent. by lord Barrington’s order, 2s Joules 
Pas informed the examinant, he coold never 
see it: That he asked lord Barrington to see 
the last-mentioned account; and his lordship 
told him, that he should not see it: The exa+ 
minant, having been informed by Joules, that 
10/. per cent. of the 100,000/. stock sold at 
15/. 3s. per cent. was to Le applied to private 
uses, did apply to lord Barrington, to see the 
account of that money; and his lordship told 
him, it was not covvenient he should, aud he 
should not: That the reason of their pressing 
to see the accounts was, because they appre- 
hended Joules was deficient in the money he 
had received: That Joules told the examinant, 
That he had orders to buy, at Harburg, a pretty 
large quantity of stock, which he bought of 
lord Barrington: That there was a note of 
1,500/, which lord Barrington had given to 
Joules, for part of the 2 percent. that had 
been subscribed for stock ; and that Joules had 
delivered that note up to lord Barrington, in 
a of payment for the stock he bought of his 
ordship: That the examinant don’t know 
what quantity of stock Joules bought, or at 
what price it was sold: That Joules told the 
examinant, he was ordered to buy that stock by 
doctor Calamy: said, That the examinant, and 
others, were told very frequently by lord Bar- 
rington, that an English charter was promised, 
and would certainly be granted: That, he be- 
lieves, there was a resolution, at a meeting of 
directors, to lay the scheme before the general 
court : 

“ Being asked, Whether it was not reported, 
at a general meeting, that the scheme was 
agreed to. nem. con. said, That he cannot re- 
collect minute circumstances; not having had 
the opportunity to see the minutes, -to refresh 
his memory: that he does believe it could not 
be avreed to, nem. con. for, to the best of his 
reinempbrance, he did declare, in the general 
court, that he was against it,.at the meeting of 
directors, | 

“Mr. Alderman Buaylis, being shewn the 
printed Scheme of the Lottery, hereupon ap- 
nexed, said, That there was a scheme opened 
by the lord Barrington (be cannot speak cer- 
tainly as to the time), at a mecting, where lord 
Barrington and others were assembled; which, 
he believes, is the same as that now showed to 
him : 

“ Being asked, whether he remembers he did 
disapprove of that scheme; said, he bi hieves 
he might then say, he could not underecand 
some of the particulars, they never hiving been 
communicated to him; but that, in general, it 
appeared so unfair, that Le was against it; and 


18) PARL. HISTORY, 9 Gzorez I. 1723.—concerning the Harburg Lottery. 


especially, because there was to be a deduction 
of 5 per cent. upon 1,500,000/. to be raised by 
the Lottery; which amounts to 75,0001, to be 
given to those that are trustees of the Lottery : 
That, a day or two after, there was a general 
meeting at Huaberdasbers-hall; where Jord 
Barrington did again open the said Scheme for 
a Lottery; which, bis lordshjp said, was agreed 
to by all the directors, nem. con. and the exa- 
minant objected to it, as not being agreed to 
by all the directors; for that he neither had 
nor cold give his consent to that scheme ; 
aod that then lord Barrington called out to the 
restofthe persons assembled there, and said, 
be toped they would not suffer bim to be so 
eated by the examinant : 

“That, some tune after, when sir Thomas 
Websier and sir Charles Wager acted as de- 
puty governors, the examinant heard there was 
application making to the English ministry, to 
getan Enylish charter; and that notice was 
given to the exaiminant, tomeet iord Barrington, 
and those two gentlemen, at some English mi- 
nister’s house ; but he could not go: 

“That, afterwards, the examinant was ata 
meeting uf directors; at which were present 
sr Thomas Webster, and, as the examinant 
believes, sir Charles Wayer ; and sir Thomas 
told che examinant, That upon the application 
aforesaid, an English charter could not be ob- 
tained ; and that there had heen a Resolution 
cometo; which was, to disapprove some no- 
tee that was published of a Lottery; and to 
aguity, that the same was not published by 
the approbation and consent of the directors ; 
To which Resolution the examinant immedi- 
ately gave his assent: That at the next meet- 


ng the examinant was at, at which lord Bar-- 


nngton was preseut, the aforesaid Resolution 
was read ; and it was debated ; and afterwards 
the major part of the directors present came to 
another Resolution : which was, toe quash the 
former ; against the consent of the examinant: 
That, upon this, the examinant insisted, That 
there should be a general meeting of pruprietors 
forthwith called, to acquaint hen, That an 
Eoglish charter bad been refused, that the 
people might not be drawn in: Being asked, 
Whether lord Barrington did not give his con- 
seat to call that general meeting ; said, He did ; 
and the examinant bi: lieves, a general meeting 
as called ; at which general meeting the ex- 
«minant was not present; nor bas he been at 
any other meeting since. : 

“ Mr. Alderman Billers, being shewn a print- 
Scheme of the Lotrery, hereunto annexed, 
tad, That be had a Scheme, the same as that 
‘ut to tim by Mr. Ridpath ; but that he never 
tooh out a ticket, nor saw one, till he came to 
the Speaker’s chambers : That, as snon as he 
taderstond, that 75,0001. was to be given to 
the managers, hé desired to know of lord Bar- 
nrgton, how the money was to be disposed of ; 

‘to told the examinant, That there would be 

te expences in going over to Hanover; and 

38 30,000/. was to be given to the person 

made the Scheme: The examinant was 
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surprised, that so great a sum was to be giver 
to the persou that made the Scheme: At which 
his lordship said, he would not have him so 
much surprised; for that he had been asked’ 
40,000/. tor a worse: And said, He believed 
that the examinant’s dislike to the Scheme was, 
because he was not atrustee; but he hoped 
to live to see the examinant a trustee: That: 
the examinant found a paper of minutes, which 
put him in mind, that Jord Barrington had tuld 
him, That the Lottery was to be piven to the 
company gratis; which made him say to his 
lordship, What! is this given gratis, when 
30,000/. is to be given to the person that made 
the scheme ? His lordship made answer, That 
the examinant might suppose, that it was not — 
all for the scheme: Being asked, Whether he 
was not at the court of directors, when lord 
Barrington ‘reported the scheme; Said, He 
might: be there ; and, if he was, he was against 
it; That he had declared sv much against it, 
that, fur several months past, he has not been 
summoned to attend any one court: That 
500,000/. of the profits of the Lottery was to 
be put upon the whole stock, except 75,000/. 
part of the profits which were to be deducted 
for the managers. : 

“ Mr. Moses Raper, being shewna printed 
Scheme of the Harburg Lottery, hereunto an- 
nexed, said, That he had such a Scheme’sent 
to him ; ahd that there were some observations 
made upon it; which he sent, hy Mr. Simons 
a buokseller, to Mr, Read, in order to be print- 
ed ; and Mr. Simons came to the examinant, 
in a hurry; and brought the examinant the ful- 
lowing letter ; and the examinant wag obliged 


to promise the printer to indemnify him, before 


he would print the said observations : - 


; London, 26th Oct. 1722. 

‘ Sir ;—There being an advertisement in yes- 
‘ ternight’s St. James’s Evening-Post, relating to 
‘the Harburg Lottery,'and a promise of a 
‘Scheme of the gain and loss of the said 
‘Lottery, to he inserted in the Weekly Journal, | 
‘or British Gazetteer, of Saturday next :— 
‘You are desired to take notice, That no re- 
‘flections upon the said Lottery which is ap- 
‘ proved by his Majesty, under his sign manual, | 
‘or privy seal be inserted, in the Weekly Jour- 
‘nal, or British Gazetteer, or any other paper 
‘ wherein you are concerned; as you would 
‘avoid prosecution, besides the loss you may 
‘sustain by the company’s not advertising in 
‘ your papers. By orderof the trustees ap- 
: pointed by his Majesty, from, Sir, &c. Geo. 
‘Rippats, secretary to the Harburg Company 
“and Lottery. 
‘ Directed to Mr. Read, Printer, White-Fryers.’ 


* Said, That lord Barrington told bim, the 
examinant, Thet tle King had promised to 
granta British charter ; and that it would be 
obtained ; and that they could not act as di- 
rectors well without it : ) 

‘And the examinant spoke to sir Thomas 
Webster and sir Charles Wager about it; who 


| told the examinant,. That they, together with 
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word Barrington, had waited upon lord Town- 
shend, lord Carteret, and Mr. Walpole; who 
told them, at that time, That an English charter, 
to the advantage of the said lottery, could not 
he granted, because it was illegal, and imprac- 
ticable ; Sir Thomas Webster likewise told the 
examinant, That lord Barrington desired, that 
the ministers refusing to grant an English 
charter, should be kept as a secret; upon 
which sir Thomas Webster immediately ordered 
Ridpath to call the directors together, that he 
might acquaint them, That they were to have 
po English charter : 

‘©The examinant asked sir Thomas, Why 
it was to be kept a secret: He said without 
an English charter the Lottery was a cheat; 
and therefore he would have nothing more to 
do with them : The examinant said, That his 
objection to the Scheme of the Lottery was, 
That, after 1,500,000/. was raised on the said 
Lottery, one third of the stock was to be given 
to the old proprietors; 1,000,000/, of the mo- 


, Bey so raised, was for the fortunate adventurers; 


sama 


* know what was become of it: 


- eut of the remaining 500,000/. 75,0002. was to 


he given to the trustees, for management of the 
said Lottery ; Thatthe sum the present pro~ 
prietors of the stock of ‘the Harbury company 
would bave gained from the adventurers in the 
Lottery, added to the 75,00/. makes 210,000/. 
which will more fully appear, by the calculation 
hereunto annexed, No. 4: : 

‘«‘ That he desired lord Barrington to see the 
accounts of the money paid in upon the stock ; 
and his lordship would not let him: Said, That 
100,000/. stock was sold at 15 per cent. forthe 
benefit of the company ; and that he was told 
it was never brought tv an account ; for that 
he asked sir Tho. Wetster, and sir Thomas said, 
That he never saw any account of that stock. 

“Mr. Andrew Hope said, That there was a 
elause in the charter jor a Lottery; and that 
the Lottery wastalked of in June, or in July, 
1720, or before : that the first subscription was 
500,000/. : that when 400,000/. was subscribed 
and 100,000/. was to be sold, he was uawilling 
to buy any of the stock that was to be sold ; 
but Joules told the examinant, That, if he 
would not, others would; and thereupon he 
bought 10,000/. of it, at 15/. Ss. per cent. That 
he asked Joules, what was become of the 


~money: he said, That lord Barrington and sir 


Alexander Cairnes had it: that the examinant 
asked lord Barrington, whether he should not 
and lord Bar- 
sington said, It was not fit he should know, and 
he should not : 

*“‘Mr. Andrew Hope, being further exa- 
mined as tu Joules saying, that lord Barrington 
and sir Alexander Cairnes had the money for 
the use of the company, for the 10,000/. stock 
the examinant bought of Joules; Said, That 
Mec. Joules told him, That he had 100,000/. 
stock to dispose of, by lord Barrington’s and 
sir Alexander Cairns’ directions ; and that he 
geceived the money for them, as treasurer of 
the company: that he believes nothing was 


done, but by their order: Lbat Joules told the 


examinant, That he had their order for selling 
that stock at North’s coffee-house, Fountain 
tavern, and eat Surgeons-hall; at which several 
places, he believes, were present Mr. Cairns 
aod Mr. Richier. That he applied to lord Bar- 
rington to see the accounts of the money 
arising from the sale of the 100,000/. stock ; 
and that be was than a directar; and that 
lord Bartington said, he should not see the 
account: that the reason of his asking his lord- 
ship to see it, was, because he had never seen 
any account of thatemoney ; and that he ap- 
prehended his lordship had all the accounts in 
a bag, which he brought, and carried away 
with him again; That he asked lord Barrington 
to see the account, at a meeting of directors at 
Blackwell's coffee-house ; and that he spoke it 
to his lordship himself: That tbe 10,000é. 
stock cost bim above 1,5004 and that there 
was no book to which his name was put for the 
stuck: that then there was only 2 per cent. 
paid in upon 400,000/. stock, or thereabouts, 
and he was to be upon the same foot with 
them ; and have no other ree upon the 
10,000/. stock : Said, That Mr. Lloyd bought 
$0,000/. part of the 100,0002. stock, at 15/. Ss. 
per cent.; and that the said Lloyd sold some 
of it again for 80, 60, and none under 20 and 
30 per cent. and some of that at 20-and $0 

er cent. was sold to one Richard Jackson : 

hat there was no transfer made of the stock, 
por any receipt given: That lord Barrington 
had often declared to the examinant, at several 
meetings of the directors or trustees of the Lot- 
tery, that an English Charter was promised, both 
by the king, and the ministry. 

John Christien Nicolai, being examined as 
to the sale of the 100,000/. stock. at 15 per- 
cent. and the 10,000/. paid him, the said Nico- 
lai, by Mr. Joules; said, That Joules sold 
100,000/. stock for 15,000/. and that be did 
not receive of Mr. Joules any more than 8,8002. 
the most part of which the examingat laid out 
in South-Sea Subscriptions : that he, the said 
Joules, was ordered to give the examinant 
10,000/.as a present, he having been concerned in 
that affair ever since 1716, and travelled several 
times to Hanover: That the examinant asked 
Joules for the 1,200/. remaining part of the said 
10,000/. and he said, He would pay it to him ;: 
That sir John Fryer and lord Barrington order 
ed Joules to make the examinant the presene 
of 10,0002. and that he received it as a present, 
for his own use and advantage, for the trouble 
he has had, in that atfair, within these fouf 
years: That, by one of-the articles in the 
charter of his Majesty, a Lottery is granted : 
that some persons made a motion, That the 
management of the Lottery should be éssigned 
to some one particular person; which the exa- 
minant and Mr. Baylis was against; but that 
the other persons concerned thought fit to con- 
vey itto Mr. Joules. 

“ Mr. Benjamin Joules being again examined 
as to the 100,000/, stock of the Harburg com- 
pany being suld at 15 per cent. eitber for the 
use of the company, or apy other ferson; said, 


_ 
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Ttit is true, that he sokd 100,000/. at 15/. $s. 
percent, ; and that Benjamin Smith, one of the 
trates, was one of the first persons with whom 
thatafair was transacted ; who desired to have 
10,000. of that stock of the examinaat ; and ° 
told hm, He would give him 300 guineas: The 
examinant said, He was so generous, he would 
not make any demand: That Mr. Smith ac- 
quaoted Mr. Thomas Browne of it ; who de- 
sredhemight have 30,0001. or 40,0001. of the 
stock; and then, it being come to be known, 
Mr, Aodrew Liope desired 30,000/.; Mr. John 
Lord and Mr. Bracey desired $0,000/.: That 
they gave the examinant earnest for it; and 
mdehim give them a note to deliver it to 
thm: Thag he desired them to part with some 
ofit; forthat, if they did not, he could not 
make pood his promises to other people ; but 
none of them would : That 2 per cent. upon 
the 100,000. was paid to the company ; which 
89,0001.: That 3 guineas per cent, which is 
5,000 guineas, the examinant received for his 
own use; and that 10/. per cent. which is 
10,0001. he paid to Mr. Nicolai: That it was 
sold by order of sir Alexander Cairnes; and 
that sr Alexander came to the examinant, 
from another room, and gave him the orders, by 
vord of mouth, tosellit; and told him, That 
the gentlemen had agreed, that so much should 
besold: That the persons that were then in the 
ether reom, were Mr. Deacle, sir Thomas Ab- 
hey, and Mr. London : | 
* ‘ei asked, whetherhe thinks himself in- 
dennified by the verbal order of sir Alexander 
Caimes; said, There was no Secretary ; and 
fore no order in writing was given; and 
that nothing was acted regularly then: that he - 
loked on jb a8 an order from all of them; 
Being asked, Whether any person gave him a 
forthe money he received ; said, That 
behas no discharge ; and that the 2 per cent 
only was taken as the company’s money. - 
*Mr. Benjamin Joules, being again exa- 
mined, said, That lord Barrington did not, di- 
ecly, nor indirectly, order, or give directions 
to, the examinant, to sell the 100,000/. stock, 
to pay Nicolai 10,000/.; and that he did 
got make use of lord Barrington’s name, when 
he gave Nicolai the 10,000/.: That he has 
owned to several people at several times, that 
Barrington never gave him any directions 
abost the 100,000/. stock, or the 10,000/. given 
to Nicolai ; and that all the gentlemen that are 
trustees have heard bim say so; and he has 
said itto not less than 40 or 50 people more: 
lord Barrington was ‘neither governor, 


~ 


” 


sub-governor, nor director, at the time when 
the 100,000/. stock was sold, and Nicolai re- 
ceived the 10,000/.; but whether his lordship 
had signed the letter of attorney before or 


after, and, by that means, was a proprietor of 
the stock, the examinant cannot say : 

Being asked, Whether he told Mr. Hope, 
That lord Barrington gave him order to sell the 
100,000. stock, or any part thereof; said, He 
did not tell Mr. Hope so; for that the direction 
was given to him, to sell the 100,000/. stock, as - 

has mentioned in bis former examination ; 
and sir Alexander Cairnes ordered the exami- 
nant to give the 10,0001. to Nicolai; that the 
stock was sold in June 1720: said, He has 
met with Mr. Hope at the Fountain tavern, 
and North’s coffee-hovse; and had discourse 
with him about the sale of the 100,000/. stock : 
That he has paid Nicolai 8,800/. ; and he can 
prove by whom Nicolai has received the 1,2004. 
the remainder of the 10,000/. 


APPENDIX, No. 1. 


Harburg, 1st March 1721. 


Abstract of the Scheme of the Harburg Com- 
pany’s Lottery, for 1,500,000/. Sterling, or 
- 16,500,000 Guilders. 


‘His Majesty King George, by charter 
under his Sign Manual, and under .the Great 
Seal of his electorate at Hanover, dated 31, Oct. 
(11 Nov.) 1720; as also, by his warrant under 
his Sign Manual, and privy-seal, at St. James’s, 
the 19-30 December last; and likewise, by his 
royal approbation of this Scheme, under his 
Sign Manual, and the said ses}, the 30 Jan. 
(10 Feb.) last; impowers the said company, - 
of which his highness prince Frederick is go- 
vernor, to issue tickets, ‘at 3/. sterling, or 38 
Guilders Dutch money, per ticket ; viz. 12s. 
sterling, or 6 guilders 12 stivers, on taking out - 
their tickets; 12s. or 6 guilders 12 stivers, 
more, for every undrawn ticket, one month be- 
fore the second part shall begin to be drawn ; 
and the further sum of 12s. or 6 guilders 12 
stivers, for every undrawn ticket in the re- 
maining parts; One month before each suc- 
ceeding part shall begin to be drawn; to com- 
plete the money that shall have been paid to 
3/, sterling, or 33 guilders, each. The prizes 
will be proportioned, according to the following 
Scheme, in 5 equal parts. ‘Two blanks to one 
prize; the least prize five pounds sterling, nc 
fifty-five guilders. 
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The HARBURG LOTTERY, divided into Five equal Parts. 
7 First Part Sterling. First Part Dutch Money. 
Cnn nn — — _Sa_—oeeeeeee 
: Value of {| Amount of ; 
No. of Prizes. Prices. Drives: No. of Prizes. 


eee 
Value of | Amount ef 
Prizes. Prizes, 


Guilders. Guilders. 


Oue as first drawn One as first drawn 1,111 1,111 
1 44,000 44,000 

1 22,000 22,000 

9 11,000 22,000 

4 5,500 22.000 

5 4,400 22,000 

7 3,300 23,100 

10 10 2,200 22,000 

22 29 1,100 24,200 

60 60 550 33,000 

201 201 220 44,220 

996 996 110 109,560 

32,024 32,024 55 | 1,761,320 

One as last drawn One as last drawn 5,500 5,500 


Le) 


196,001 || Total - 33,383 |Prizes Total 2,156,011 
Blanks,at33G. 


Total - 33,333 [Prizes - - - 
66,667 (Blanks, at 3/. 


in Stock, va- in Stock, valu- 

lued at 1/.10s. ed at 16 G. 

each,amount- 10 St. each, 

ingto- = -| 100,000% 66,667 | amounting to} 1,100,005} 
| 100,000 Tickets - + 296,001 100,000 [Tickets - -| 3,256,016f 


The Whole LOTTERY. 


Sterling. | Dutch Money. 


Value of {| Amount of Value of | Amount of 


No. of Prizes. 


Prizes. | Prizes. Noy of Emacs: Prizes, | Prizes. 
Pounds. Pounds. Guilders. Guilders. 
Five as first drawn 101 - 505 { Five as first drawn 1,111 5.555 
5 4,000 20,000 5 44.000 220 000 
5 2,000 10,000 5 | 22,000 110 000 
10 1,000 10,000 | 10 11,000 110,000 
20 © 500 10,000 20 5,500 410,000 
25 400 , 10,000 25 4.400 110,000 
"35 ' $00 10,500 35 3,300 115 500 
50 200 10,000 50 2,200 110,000 
110 100 11,000 | 110 1,100 121,000 
300 | 50 15,000 S00 — §50 165,000 
1,005 20 20,100 1,005 220 221,100 
4,980 » 10 49,800 4,980 110° ‘517,800 
160,120 5 800,600 160,120 55 8,806,600 
Five as last drawn 500 2,500 || Five as last drawn 5,500 27,500 
Last Blank but two 3,000 $,000 || Last Blank but tvvol- 338.000 33 1:00 
Last Blank but one 7,000 7,000 || Last Blank but one = 77,000 77.000 
Last Blank- - -; 10,000 10,000 || Last Blank - - -} 110,000 110,000 
Total - 166,665 (Prizes - - -| 1,000,005 |/ Total - 166,665 {Prizes Total}11, 058 
333,335 (Blanks, at Si. $83,835 |Bianks,at33G. 
in Stock, va- in Steck. valu- 
lued at 1/.10s. ed at 16 ener 
each; being, St.each; being , 
in the hole 500,002} in the whole 5,500,027 4 


eter eee 


500,000 {Tickets - -} 1,500,007} 500,000 |Tickets - -|16,500,08%$ 
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“The Lottery will be publicly drawn at 
Harburg, im the manner of the State-Lotteries 
drawn in England; except that, in this, the 
pres will be drawn first, and the $33,335 re- 
maining numbers will be the blanks, The 
whole Lottery will be drawn in presence of 
some of the trustees appointed by his Majesty ; 
who, with all the officers, will be sworn to see 
justice done. The prizes and numbers will be 
proclaimed twice, signed by two of the trus- 
tees, and fled in the same order they shall be 
drawn, To the first-drawn prize, in each part, 
will be added 1014. sterling, or 1,111 guilders ; 
and to the last-drawn prize, in each of the 
fre parts, will be added 500/. sterling, or 
6,500 guilders, If any of the subsequent pay- 
ments be not made by the adventurers, ac- 
cording to the Scheme, the inoney by them 

paid will be forfeited, and their numbers will be 
disposed of to others. | 
“ After the drawing of each part, the adven- 
terers, in office-hours, may check and settle 
their tickets by the trustees books. There will 
beastampen the tickets for each payment. 
The adventurers may examine which of their 
nambers are drawn, paying 6d. sterling, or 54 
stivers, far every six tickets so examioed. The 
tckets will be printed on paper made on pur- 
pose for the company, and signed by the trea- 
surer, The numberswill be writ in words at 
and figures; and the tickets will have 
ient checks to prevent impositions. The 
przes will be paid, within one mooth after 
they are adjusted, to such as have completed 
payments, without any deduction; and, 
assoon as each part shall be drawn, the trus- 
tees will proceed to examine and certify them. 
The company will give 3/. of their capital stock 
wevery blak. 


“That the stock may be made more valua- 
ble, all the profits arising from this Scheme of 
the ,except 5 per cent. for erecting, 
managing, and drawing, the same, excepted in 
has Majesty’s said approbation, will be added 
to the stock, to enable them to carry on a be- 
neficial trade between Great Britain, Germany, 
and other parts, pursuant to their charter, and 
ce privileges therein granted the Company by 
= Majesty. Tothe tbree last-drawn blaoks 
will be added the three following sums; viz. 
tothe first of the said three, 3,000/. sterling, or 
$8,000 guilders ; to the second, 7,000/. ‘ster- 
bag, or 77,000 guilders; and to the last-drawn 
blank, 10,000/. sterling, or 110,000 guilders; 
according to the foregoing Scheme of the 
whole Lattery. 


“That the adventurers may be present, 


pablic notice sball be given when all the num- 
bers will be put into the great wheel A; and 
the benefits, in five parts, at five several times, 
lato the lesser wheel B; and mixed as equally 
tt possible. After the prizes shall be drawn, 


the blanks will be drawn, proclaimed, and. 
3 that every one may be satisfied, 


that their numbers were put into the wheel. 


The prizes will be paid, after the drawing 


of each part, within one month after they 
Vos, VIIL 


shall be brought in, and examined, without any 
deductions ; except to complete 3i. sterling,. 
or 33 guilders, for every ticket. 

“‘ That none may run the hazard of losing 
much by adventgying in this Lo » those 
that take any number of tickets, set AD than 


twelve; and shail pay the trastees 10s. sterling, - 


or 5 guilders and 10‘stivers, per ticket, over 
and above the 3. sterling, or 38 guilders per 
ticket, which is to be paid as aforesaid; if in 
that number taken together, the prizes and 
blanks shail not amount to 3/, sterling, or $3 
guilders per ticket, reckoning the stock given 
to each blank worth 30s. sterling, or 16 guils 
ders, 19 stivers, the trustees will make up every 
such ticket Si. sterling, or 3S guilders, in 
money, to every such adventurer, within two 
monthe after the prizes and blanks can be exa- 
mined; whereby the adventurers will have 
their chances for the great prizes, and can los 
but 10s. sterling, or 5 guilders and 10 stivers, 
per ticket, if they should be so unfortunate as 
to have all blanks. In all receipts and pay 
ments, the pound sterling will be reckoned | 
eqaal to 11 guilders ; and other money as the 

exchange shall then be. 

** Publick notice shall be given one month be- 
fore each part of the Lottery begins to be 
drawn, when the adventurers are to make their 
subsequent payments, that none may suffer by 
ie therein. | ; 

és money neces to pay the prizes, 
which shall be received by the crastaes : nts 
in Englaod,on account of the Lottery, will be 
lodged inthe Bank of England, in order to 
pay the prizes as they shall become due; the 
money necessary to pay the prizes, which shall 
be received by the trustees agents in Germany, 
will be lodged in his Majesty’s chamber of 
finances ac Hanover, to bedrawn out thence 
by the trustees, to pay the prizes that shall be- 
come due there. 

“N. B. To’such adventurers as shall take 
out one ticket, including 100 suecessive or fol- 
lowing numbers or tickets, the trustees will 
lend 9s. per ticket, part of the first payments 
i. such as shall so take 50 tickets, they will 
end 78. per ticket; and to such as shall, in 
like manner, take 25 tickets, they will lend 5e. 
per ticket; which money, so lent, is to be re- 
paid to the trustees, without interest, by one 

ourth part at a time, on eaeh of the remaining 
payments that are to be made on their tickets: 
unless they shall have such prizes as may enable 
them sooner to complete the sum of 3/. upon 
each ticket; in which case the trustees shall 
retain so muchof the said prizes as shall com- 
lete the same, and stamp all their ackets as 
aving made their full payments. 

*¢ The Stock of the company, being 1,500,000. 
sterling, or 16,500,000 guilders, as soon as this 
Lottery is filled, will be, intrinsically, worth $9 
per cent. in money; besides the advantages of 
trading free of customs; and, for forty years, 
the lands.given by his Majesty to the company 


| for ever; and 25 per cent. of what they lay ous 


in building houses; and other advantages given 
G = 
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to the company in thei said charter. The 
proprietors of the blanks wall have two-thirds 
of the whole stock of the company. 


APPENDIX, No. IT. 


The Fryrxc-Post, or PostmaStER;—From 
Tuesday December 4th, to ‘Thursday De- 
cember 6th, 17322. 


Advertisement. 


<¢ His Majesty, as duke and elector of Bruns- 
wick and Lunenburg, having granted the Har- 
burg company, besides other considerable pri- 
wileges, a Lottery to be drawn at Harburg: the 
scheme of the said Lottery approved by his 
Majesty, and tickets, will be delivered by the 
company’s agents, Mr. Francis Heilman mer- 
chant, at his house 1n Mark-lane; Mrs. Eliza- 
beth (Bell bookseller, at the Cross Keys and 
, Bible in Cornhill; Mrs. Oakes, at her othce in 
Three Kings court, Lombard street; at North’s 
coffee-house in King street; and at Robins’s 
coffee-house in Berry street, St. James. - 
: “ Whereas a false, malicious, and villainous 
Advertisement was yesterday published in the 
Postinan; and the same, as a paragraph: of 
news, inthe Postboy; viz. That, the Marburg 
Lottery having met with unexpected and un- 
reasonable oj position, all persons that bave 
taken out tickets, are desired tu cuine, to the 
several -pluces where they took them, to re- 
ceive their money back again: ‘Thus is to cer- 
tify, That there are so many tickets already 
taken out, and subscribed fur, that the trustees 
are morally certain of carrying ou the Lottery 
to advantage, aud of promeating such a trade, 
which is the wain design of thew Loitery, as 
will convince their enemics, or rather those of 
his Majesty, ard tne trade of the natiun, that 
none but his Majesty could ever have laid such 
foundation fur eniarging the British trade in 


the empire; and no other company, but that of 


Afarburg, could, under his Majeoty’s auspices, 
have contrived a scheme of trade su. beneficial 
to all Britons. 

*N. B. Schemes and tickets contiiued to be 
delivered out at the places furmerly advertised.” 


APPENDIX, No. Hi. 


At a Meeting of the Gentlemen, named Direc- 
tors, September 4th, 1722: 


Present, Lord Barrington, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Manley, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Hartep, Mr. Ni- 
colai, Mr. Squire, Mr. Stirling, Mr. Harrison: 
The heads of a British Chartcr, agreed on by 
the Committee of August Sist, read and ap- 
ae The lord Barrington undertook to de- 
iver acopy of them to lord Townshend: And 
the secretary was ordered to send a copy, trans- 
fated into French, to count Bothmere, that he 
‘might lay the sane befure his Majesty. 


Ata General Meeting of the Harburg Com. 
pany, 4th September, 1722: 


Freseut Jord Barrington, &c. Resolved, nem. 
fon, That it will be a very great service to the 
3 
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company, if the Committee appeinted by the 
directors to consider how the company may 
proceed in such a manner as to ask a British 
Charter that may be for the service of the com- 
pany; and yet, if possible, free from the objec- 
tions that have or may be made to the granting 
a British Charter, on the foot of the present 
German Charter; can form such a plan: And 
that they be desired to finish it as soon as pos- 
sible. ‘This is a true Copy. 
Gro. Rippato, Secretary. 


At a Meeting of the Gent!emen, named Direc- 
tors, August 3{st, 1722: 


Present, Lord Barrington, Mr. Richier, Mr. 
Alderman Baylis, Mr. London, Nir. Hartop, 
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Squire, Mr. Nicolai, Mr. 
Manley, Mr. Smith, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Hare 
rison. 

The Minutes being read; Resolved, That a 
Committee be appointed to considcr how the 
company may proceed in such a manuer as to 
ask a British Charter: And that the lord Bare 
rington, Mr. Bendish, Mr. Manley, Mr, Hur- 
top, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Burroughs, and Mr. 
Squire, be of the said Committee; and to re- 
port to the directors: 

The Preamble to be as follows; It having 
been reported to the directors, That the English 
ministers think it ne:ther legal nor prudent tu 
grant a British Charter to the company, as the 
German Charter now runs; the Committee, 
Leing very desirous, out of the duty they have 
fur bis Majesty, and the due regard they have 
to the company, and this undertaking, to re- 
move all the difficulties, thet the English mi- 
Nisters apprehend to be in the way of granting 
a British Charter, on the foot of the present 
German Charter, do propose the following 
plan; which, though it will take from the com- 
pany one of te most valuable privileges, which 
they have acquired by their interest, and by @ 
considerable expence of time and money; yet 
hepe it may be sccepted by the company, 10 
order to remove the aforesaid difficulties, on the 
one hand, which the English ministers appre- 
hend might arise to his Majesty’s admuimistra- 
tion, if a British Charter should be granted to 
the company, whilst they remain possessed of 
that privilege, in this dificuit conjuncture; and 
to prevent the grcat discontents and clamours, 
on tie other hand, that may arise, if this un- 
dertahing should not proceed, for want of & 
British Charter, on which thcy have always de- 
pended; and in hopes of which alone, they 
accepted of his Majesty’s German Charter, 
after it was issued, when others rejected it; 
appears by their minutes, and by their humble 
Address on accepting the said charter. 

“Tt is humbly desired, that the Harburg 
company may have a British Charter of incor- 
poration, except as is be.ow excepted ; 0D coa- 
dition, 

/ © That they be continued a German com 
pany, with these powers following, m their said 
Gercian Cliarter; 1. “ With a power to draw 
theie Lottery at Harburg, os it is at present 


(St. 
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: 2,“ With a power to inake the Port, | before each drawing ; viz, 12s. at a time; and, 
h¢ the sluice, canal, and bason; and keep| if they come up prizes, the subsequent pay- 
the said sluice, canal, aud bason, in repair; | ments are to be discounted thereout: . Also 
ued to keep the Colebrand to 16 feet water | credit is to be given for part of the first pay- 


deep at high-water mark ; and to lay such a| ment, if desired, accordi 
on*goods imported and ex- | tickets taken cut by the adventurer, as in the 
necessary to maintain such | Scheme. 


dety, at Har 

ported, as shall 

repairs, not exceeding 2 per cent. to he laid 

by the general court of the intended company; 

which wil consist of every freeman of the said 

ee Gees as of every proprietor of the 
; the said power of la 


ing the said 2 per | To 500,000 tickets, at 3/. 


to the number of 


The total Sums of the Lottery are as follows ; 


via. 


f. 
- 1,500,000 


cent to be expressed in the British Charter: 3. | Deduct, for the prizes to be paid or 


“With a power for their sole or exclusive ex- 
erasing abd enjoying all other privileges con- 
tuned in their said present German Charter; 
and sch farther privileges as his Majesty shall 
be pleased to grant; except, 1. The freedom 
from duties of customs granted in the charter, 
called duties of export and import, and tolls, as 
marticle 14th: 2. Freedom from the duties of 


ertise, ag in article 4th: 3. Freedom from the | 


doties of quartering soldiers, as in article 3d: 4. 
Freedom from the duties of burghership, or 
town-offices, and contributions, at Harburg, as 
in article 2d: 5. Freedom from church or pa- 
rmchial taxes, asin article 1st: 6. Freedom 
from embargos, as in article 16: 7. A right of 
salvage of ship and goods, as in article 18th: 
8. Freedom from arrests, as in article 20th: 9. 
Freedom of religion, as in article first: 

“All which nime privileges, as they are 
granted to the said company, in their said Ger- 
man Charter respectively, are to be laid open 
to every Briton; and the company is to be re- 
ttraoed, by the British Charter, from import- 
ing to Harbore up the Elbe, or exporting from 
Harburg down the Elbe, on condition ; 

“4th, That every such Briton shall be free 
of the said intended company, by Virtue of the 
Bntish Charter, spun paying of 30/. for bis free- 
dom; and that be, consequently, be intitled 
to all the nine afore-mentioned privileges, upon 
tuch payment which are all the privileges 
thas the company is intitled to by the German 
Charter, relating to the trade froin Great Bri- 
tain to Harburg up the Elbe, or from Harburg 
down the Elbe to Great Britain: Provided al- 
ways, That if any Briton will trade from Great 
Brain to his Majesty’s German dominions, or 
from thence to Great Britain, without these 
nme afore-mentioned privileges, he may be at 
liberty to‘trade to his Majesty’s German do- 
mnons, or from thence, without being free of 

the said company. This is a true copy. 
| Geo. Rippatu, Secretary.” 


APPENDIX, No. IV. 


An Acconnt of the Harburg Lottery, and Stock 
for Trade; with the deductions for Ma- 
nagement, &c. . 

“The Lottery is divided into 5 parts; the 
Prizes to be first drawn out 5 several times; 
and the remaining numbers will be blanks, to 
be drawn afterwards : 

“The tickets are charged at 3/. each; part 
whereof is to be paid, or discounted, one month 


discontinued - ~ = a 


1,000,000 


Remains, in money, to the blanks 
Deduct, for managing the Lottery, 
5 per cent. ou 1,500,000/.; which 
is 15 per cent. on the 500,000/. 
out of which it is taken 
Remains, net money, tu the blanks 


The Totals of the Stock for trade ; 
and how the property thereof is 
to be divided ; viz. 

To the net value of the present 
Stock of the company, as may be 
collected from the Scheme, and 
their advertisement of the 13th 
Instant - - - - 

Add the net money belonging to 
the blanks, or unfortunate ad- . 
venturers in the Lottery - 


500,000 


75,000 
425,000 


This sum of 435,000I. is the true 
value, in money, of the real ca- 
“pital Stock, to be employed in 
trade, Being 29 per cent. as va- 
lued in the Scheme on- the ficti- 
tious capital of 1,500,000/. 
Deduct § part thereof, for the ma- 
nagers, &c. 


Remains 3 for the unfortunate ad- 
veuturers, as their share of the 
said Stock ; being all that is left 
them of the 500,000/. they have 
advanced, in money, besides the 

rivilege of trade, &c. as in the 
Scheme - 


The total gain to the managers, as 
taken from the unfortunate ad- 
venturers, will be as follows; viz. 
To 4 part of the Stock in trade, as 
before - = = -« 
Deduct the supposed net value of 
their present Stock, which is in- 
cluded therein - 
Remains the real sum taken from 
the adventurers, which is 9 per 
cent. on a fictitious capital of 
1,500,000/.; but is 31} on the 
net sum of 425,000/. troin whence 
it was taken, or 27 per cent. on 
the gross sum of 500,000 advanc- 


ed as before fi d & “ 


f 


- e 
‘ 


145,000 


40,000 


‘ 


1350 ~. 


87) 
Add the former deductioh for ma- 


nagingthe Lottery - - - 75,000 
The sum total of their gainis - 210,000 


Which is 42 per cent. on the 500,000/. gross 
sum advanced by the unfortuate adventurers. 


_ Resolutions thereupon.] Upon reading the 
said Report, the House came to these Reso- 
lutions : 


1. * That the Project called the Harburgh 
Lottery, carried on in the city of London, is an 
infamous and frauduleot undertaking, whereby 
several unwary persons have been drawn io, to 
their great loss; and that the manner of carry- 
ing the same on hath been a manifest violation 
of the laws of this kingdom. 

9. “That it appears to this Hoase, that 
the managers of, and agents for, the said 
Lottery, did frequently, without any authority 
for their so doing, make use of his Majesty's 
royal name, thereby to give countenance to the 
said infamous project, and induce his Majesty’s 
subjects to engage, or be concerned, therein.” 

- - Ordered, nem. con. That leave be given to 
bring in a Bill to suppress the Harburgh Lot- 
‘tery ; and to prevent any foreign Lotteries from 
being carried on in this kingdom; and to 
oblige the persons concerned in the manage- 
ment of the said Harburgh Lottery to make 
restitution and satisfaction for the monics they 
have received from the contributors to the said 
* Lottery. 7 

Feb. 14. ‘he Commons resunied the fur- 
ther consideration of the said Report, and seve- 
ral paragraphs relating to John lord viscount 
Barrington of the kingdom of Ireland, 3 mem- 
ber of this House, were read; and then Henry 
Bendysh, esq. Mr. George Ridpath, Mr. Tho- 
mas Matthew and Moses Raper, esq. having 
been severally called, and examined, the fur- 
ther consideration of the said Report was ad- 
journed to the next morning, when several per- 
sons were ordered to attend. Accordingly, on 
the 15th, the Commons resumed the further 
consideration of that affair; and Br. George 
Ridpata having been examined, the lord Bar- 
rington was heard in bis place, and, in his own 
justification alledged, “ That his design was 
honest and disinterested ; that he had nothing in 
view but the good of the nation ; ‘that. the Har- 
burgh Company, if duly managed, and encou- 
raged, might have been very advantageous to 
the navigation, and trade, and that the Lottery 
in question, was intended to raise money, in 
.order to enable the Company effectually to 
carry on their trade.” 

The noble lord then withdrew, and the House 
resolved, nem. con. “ That it appears to this 

- House, That John lord visc. Barrington in the 
kingdom of Ireland, a member of this House, 
has been notoriously guilty of promoting, abet- 
ting, and carrying on the fraudulent under- 
taking called ihe Harburgh Lottery. 2. That 
the said lord viscount Barrington be, for his 
said offence, expelled this House.” 
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A Petition of the Minters rejeeted.} Feb. 
11. A Petition of several thousands of his 
Majesty’s subjects under Insolvency in Suffolk- 


place, in the borough of Southwark, was pté- - 


sented to the House, and read; setting forth, 
“‘ That the Petitioners, who, by great losses sus- 
tained in merchandize, trade, and anavoidable 
misfortunés which fell on us, through decay of 
trade, by the late calamitous times; by whi 
we are rendered uncapabie to make payment 
according to our dealings; having offered, dt- 
cording to our power, divers sums in : 
praying time for payment of the rest; yet, by 
refusal and severity of some of our creditors, 
we are deprived, and cast out of, the world, 
without any law to help, having nothing left 
but a natural right to the liberty of our oad 
sons, and are even deprived of that: by which 
severity our effects are wasted, and we ren- 
dered insufficient to pay our whole debts, ac- 
cording to our former proposals; as also to de- 
fray the great expences of a statute of bank- 
riptcy ; and, many thousands of us-not coiti- 
ing within the description of the statute, &c. 
others of us have submitted to a statute, finish- 
ed our examination, and delivered up oar all, 
upon eath sévéral years since: and our dis- 
tresses having forced us either to make our 
houses oor gaols, or defraud our créditors by 
carrying away ovr effects, with vor arts ahd 
sciences, into foreiyn countties, to the itnprov- 
ing of their manufactures abroad, and im- 
poverishing our own, which is the life and tfea- 
sure of this nation’; and are dréve to take ie- 
fuge in Suffolk-place, Southwark, commotl 
called the Mint, a place of great poverty 
want; and, though not prisoners in the Ki 
bench, are, by being debarred of our liberty, as 
if we were actually confined; and the vast 
numbers crouding in houses, &c. hath ad- 
vanced the renfs to thrice the real value; and 
the landlords are daily distraining upon the 
goods of poor unfortunate gentlemen, mer 
chants, and tradesmen, @c. And praying, 
That the House will grant the petitioners sac 
a limitation of time for the payment of their 
just debts, in proportion to foeir extreme po- 
verty.”’ 

Rad ‘a motion being made, and the qhestion 
being put, That the Petition be referred to ® 
Committee; it passed in the negative. 
solved, That the Petition be rejected. 


A Committee appointed to enguire into.pre- 
tended Privileged Places] Ordered, That ® 
committee be appomted to inquire into pre- 
tended Privileged Places; and to report their 
opinion to the House, what ‘may be the best 
means to abolish them. 


Report oF THE ComMirTEs APPOINTED 
TO INQUIRE INTO PRETENDED PRIviILEGED 
Praces.] Feb. 27. Mr. Conduit reported), 
from the Committee appointed to inquire into 
pretended Privileged Places ; and to re 
their opinion to the House, what may be the 
best means to abolish them: the matter, as (€ 
appeared to themi, with ‘the Resolations of the 


| 
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Committee thereupon ;* and he read the Re- 
por in is place; and afterwards delivered it 
mst the clerk’s table: where the Report and 
Resolutions were read; and are as follows: 


“That the Committee have taken the matters 
referred to them into consideration ; and 
etamined the several witnesses following ; 
vin, 


“ he Lade, esq. ene of his Majesty’s justices 
of epee for the county of Surrey, being 
exanaed, said, That notwithstanding the. ata- 
tueef the 8th and 9th of king William the 
$4 istiwied, « An act for the more effectual 
: bay of Creditors, in on of eer oss ; 
‘sad for preventing A buses in Prisons, and pre- 
‘unded Privileged Places ;’ great “inardérs, 
end illegal practices, coatinue in the pretended 
privdeged place in the borough of Southwark, 
cmmenly called the Mint: 

“That one Orchard, — had been bar- 
barvesly treated by the Minters a suspi- 
Gon of bs being 2 bailiff, though be was not 
ont, ‘having complained te the justices, at the 
les quarter sesezon forthe cowaty of Surrey, 
they appointed a committee to inquire into the 
Abuses of the Mint ; wpon which the Minters 
seat them a Letter, a Copy of which is hereunto 
wnexed, No, I. os them what war- 
nats only they would obey; and setting forth, 


+“ Sys Sanday shines no Sebbath-day to me: 
“ Then from the Mint walks forth the Man of 


Rhyme, , 
“ Happy ! to eatch me, just at dinner-time.” 


| Pors. 

The Miot was formerly a place to which in- 

debtors retired, to enjoy an illegal pro- 

tection, which they were there suffered to 

aford to one another, from the persecution of 
their creditors, | 


“Formerly one of the greatest obstructions 
to public justice, both of the civil and criminal 
, was the multitude of pretended paveees 
Places, where indigent persons assembled toge- 
ther to shelter themselves from justice, (especial- 
lyin London and Soathwark) under the pretext 
oftheir having been ancient palaces of the crown, 
or the like rues as Whire-Friers, and its en- 
virons ; the Savoy and the Mint ia Southwark, ] 
all of which sanctuaries for- iniquity are now 
demolished, and the opposing of any process 
therein is made highly penal, by the statutes 8 
&9 Will. 3. c. 27. 9 Geo. 1. c. 28. and 11 Geo. 
1c, $2. which enact, That persons opposing 
the execution of any process in such pretended 
privileged places withio the bills of mortality, 
or abnsing any officer in his endeavours to exe- 
Cate his at dat ey so that he receives bodily 
bart, shall be guilty of felony, and transported 
seven years: and persons in disguise, join- 
™, nor abetting any riot or tumult on such 
*<tount, or opposing any process, or assaulting 
ad any officer executing, or for having 
Snel the sane, shall be felons without benefit 
Clery.” 4 Blackit. Comm. 139. 


They hoped they should be excused, if any 
accident should bappen in their defending them- 
selves: wad that the warrants issued out against 
those Orchard complained of should be dis- 


charged : 

“ That about three years ago, the examinant 
having, at the qoarter-sessions, opposed the 
discharging of debtors, who sheltered themselves 
in the Mint, as not being within the act, re- 
ceived a letter, a copy of which is hereunto 
annexed, No. JJ. fall of curses and menaces ; 
though, at that time, he was a member of Par- 
liament, and chairman to the bench of justices; 
and that he has often received letters of the 
same nature : 

“ That complaints are made to the exami- 
Bant three of four times a month, That the 
Minters go into the city to buy goods, and into 
the markets to buy cattle, of 20 or SO/. value ; 
and paying, only, 4 or 5/. down, order the sellers 
to bring them near the Mint, and then carry 
them thither by force : 

‘ That, at the latter end of the last parlia- 
ment, the examinant saw one William Harman, 
and others, proclaim, That four streets in the. 
park, in Southwark, which are above half a 
mile round, should, for the future, be deemed 
to be within the privileges of the Mint; and 
that no person should presume to arrest any 
body there : 

* That several persons within the Mint have 
set up a jurisdiction of their own; and take 
on them to regulate and determine matters 
there : 

‘‘ That one Monk is called their general ; 
Gilding, their Recorder ; Saunders and Martin, 
their Judges; Steed, Townshend, and Wright, 


their Beadles and Messengers. 
« Mr. David , Lighterman, said, That 
ove David Corbet who owed the examinant 


238l. odd money, went into the Mint in Ja- 
ouary last, in order to shelter himself: That 
the whole debt wae contracted in six months, 
and 24/, 3s. thereof in less than 14 days be- 
fore he went into theMiot: That he was in- 
formed, That if he made bis address to a club 
in the Mint, they would make Corbet pay him 
the 24/. Ss.; because, by their rules, no per- 
sons were to be protected from paying a Sebt 
confracted iv so short a time before their com- _ 
ing there; That in January last, he sent-in his 

name to them, and paid eighteen-pence fee, to 
be admitted to tell bis case: That there were 
20 that sat about a table ; and that one of them 
particularly sat at the upper end, and had a 
cap on his head, in imitation of laurel; and 
the examinant was told, he was one of the 
stewards of the court: That, when he had 
told them his case, they promised to make Cor- 
bet pay him the money, or deliver bim up ; 
and immediately sent for him, by their mes- 
senger, who had on a red coat, a laced hat, and 
a staffio hishand ; ‘but he could not be found ; 
That he went again to the same club, the 
Thursday following ; when Corbet was’ again 
sent for, bat could not be found; they said 
they had seen him ; and that he had agreed 
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to pay the 24/. 3s. to the examinant, af three 
several payments ; viz. 3/. 3s. down, 8. ina 
month, and 8/. more in 3 months: that the ex- 
aminant said, He would not accept of those 
terms; but would take some other course : 
That the next day, the two stewards, and ano- 
ther person, came to the examinant’s house, 
atthe Bank-side, which is half a mile from 
the Mint: and said, That they had been talking 
with Mr. Corbet, who had agreed to pay the 
examinant 12/. $s. down and 12/. three months 
after, provided he, the examinant, would not be 
concerned in taking out a statute against bim ; 
but, the examinant not accepting that offer, 
they said, Mr. Corbet must then take an ale- 
house in the Mint, and spend the money there ; 
and the examinant bas not been able to get 
any part of the 238/. . 
“« Randolph Greenway, esq. under sheriff for 
the county of Surry, said, That he cannot exe- 
cute process against any person in the Mint, 
without the Posse Comitatus; and even then 
must take the opportunity of the assizes, when 
‘ he can have the Javelin-men to assist bim, or 
o in by surprise ; for if he was to raise the 
Posse in the usual form, the Minters would cer- 
tainly be prepared against it: That the ex- 
pence of raising the Posse is 20 or 30/. and 
that it cannot be very much depended upon ; 
for, even out of the Mint, when a person stands 
in the pillory, the Posse leave the exami- 
nant, and mix with the mob. 

“© William Devon, marshal'’s-court officer, said, 
That the Thursday before Christmas, as he was 
‘carrying away &@ prisoner, who was no Minter, 
20 or 30 Minters, who were planted, for that 

urpose, a quarter of a mile from the Mint, 
Fnocked down the examinant, and took his 
prisoner from him: That they have come se- 
veral times to his louse, which is a quarter of 
aiwile from the Mint, and insulted bim aud 
broke his windows, and threatened to take 
prisoners from him ; That he never goes near 
the Mint, that he is not in danger of his life. 

“ John Lemon,sheriti’s officer, William Spicer, 
David Thomas and William Varnham, con- 
stables, being severally examined, said, That 
they had often been obstructed, by the Minters, 
in executing warrants; and have had their 
prisoners taken from them ; and durst not -go 
- over St. George's Fields, since the rules of the 
King’s-bench were inlarged: Thatthe Minters 
would suffer warzants for felony to be served, 
but not escape warrants: that the examinants 
had often been pursued, when they had no 
writs to execute, by a hundred, or more, of the 
Minters ; some of which, called spirits, and 
dressed in long black gowns, which go over 
their heads, with holes made to see out at, go 
often out of tbe Mint in search of bailiffs. 

“‘ Richard Poole, one of the badge-porters 
of Lincoln’s-Inn, said, That, on Friday the 
22d of December 1721, he served one Da- 
niel Davis and his wife and Snrah Morgan, at 
the house of the said Daniel Davis, in the 
Mint, with a subpceena: That, as soon as the 
examinant had served the said subpeua as 


PARL. HISTORY, 9 Geonrce I. 1723.—Report of the Commitice, 


[92 


aforesaid, the said Davis and his wife fas- 
tened the doors, and declared they would 
have the examinant punished, according to 
the laws of the Mint: and called in several 
persons, and then sent out thrée or more of 
them, directing them to get the clab togetber 
with all possible speed : that, soon afterwards, 
word was brought, That the club was ready ; 

whereupon Davis opened the doors and bid 
the examinant get out of his house about his 

business ; that, as soon as the examinant was 
got without Davis’s door he was surrounded 
by amob, who ‘laid violent hands on him, and 

carried him to an alehouse near to Davis's. 
house, where were divers persons, unknown to 

the examinant, one of which they called Judge: 

That they searched the examinant’s pockets, : 
and took an order from thence: and then cut 
a piece of parchinent into small: pieces, and 
put the same into a glass of water and salt, 
and forced the examinant to eat the said _— 
of parchment, and to drink the water and salt: 

That then tbere came into the room several 
other persons, in disguise, whom they call the 
Spirits, who by violence, took the examinant to 

seven or eight pumps, and pumped him at each 

pump aconsiderable time: that, afterwards, 
they forced the examinant (beating and. punch- 

ing him with short sticks and truncheons) into: 
a ditch, into which the common-sewers, and 

filth of the necessary-houses, runs; and one 

of them forced the examinant’s head three 

tumes under the surface thereof; that as soon 

as the examinant came out of the ditch, they 

led him to a place, at some distance, which, as 

the examinant has been informed, was the ex- 

tent of their bounds ; and there they produced 

a brickbat, having on it human excrements ; 

and obliged the examinant to kiss the same,’ 
and to express himself in the following words 5 

viz. 


‘Tam arogue, and aroguc in grain, _ : 
‘ And damn me, if ever I come intothe Mint again." 


«© That the persons that had so treated the 
examinant declared, they had lately made a 
law against serving of subpcenasin the Mint: 
That the examinant was very much bruised 
and hurt, in his face, and several parts of the 
body, by the usage aforesaid. 

“Joseph Twells, an officer in the borough- 
court, said, That about two years ago, he was 
treated in the same manner as Richard Pool, for 
arresting a cheesemonger’s servant ; and ha 
5s. taken from him in money. . 

“ Anne Lefoe, a working woman, said, That 
she, having given evidence, at the assizes 
against one of the Minters, who was indict 
by the above-mentioned Joseph baka ln 
seized, near St. George’s church in Southwark, 
by two Minters, and carried, by force, into e 


Mint; where she was also treated in the pie 
manner: That they took all ber cloaths ihe 
3 


her, except one petticoat, and her J 

and made her curse her father and mother That, 
“ John Smith, sheriff's officer, said, si 

about two years and a half ago, as he 


* 
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driskng at a public-house half a mile from 
theMint, at atime when he had net... writ 
toexecute, near 200 Minters came in pursuit 
of him; upon which the examinant got over 
the pales, and went into another house, and 
shut the deors; but the Muiuters followed bim, 
and broke open two dours, and carried him 
into the Nit, where they treated him in the 
same manner asthe aforesaid examinants had 
been treated: that he had twenty or thirty 
cats in hs head, by heing dragged through the 
kenoels; was almost strangled : had his breast 
tore in several places; and lost a suit of 
cathe worth 5 or 62, a silver watch, and 3J. in 
sth 

“That, upon the whole, the Comunittee 
cane to the following Resolutions ; viz. 

Resolved, 1. ‘That it is the opinion of this 
‘Committee, That the provision made by the 
‘act of the Sth and Oth of king William the 
Third, inutuled, ‘An act for the more effec- 
“oal reef of creditors, in cases of escapes ; 
‘and for preventing abuses in prisons, and 
" pretended privileged places ;’ has not proved 
‘ efectual within the place commonly called 
‘the Miut : and that further’ provisions should 
‘bende ; and the same be extended to the 
_ Ounvers, aiders, and abettors, of and in the 
_ hiences mentioned in 
ak which relates to pretended privileged 

ces, | 

_ 2‘ That further powers be vested in the 
_Seices of the peace for the county of Surry, 
, or the more effectual execution of their war- 
calls, and escape-warrants, within the said 
place called the Mint. 
Vs “That some provision be made for de- 
_aying the pal of raising the Posse Comi- 
latus, or any other power that shall be re- 
1 Le: to execute process or warrants within 
the said Mint, : 

4. ‘That assemblies of persons, taking upon 
_ Demselves to regulate and determine matters 
_mttin the said place called the M int, greatly 
contnbute to the support of the disorders, 


¢ . . 
; ae practices, committed therein ;:aud 


hes ectual provision should be made against 
san mutrivers, actors, aiders, and abettors, of 
; ray assemblies, 
yor That some proper encouragement and 
‘he given to the prosecutors, upon 
; _ sohticting such offenders. 
ies aca granting some relief to such 
Bi ial as have been, for a certain 
- imited, within the Mint, and shall 
Ptabs be objects of compassion, under 
dy pst regulations and restrictions, may con- 
thet hae dispersing the great numbers 
Cha: ti Geldaay thither, and to the abo- 
"place pretended privileges of the same 
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« ° 
wee it please your Worships ; 
called . [ unfortunate gentlemen of this place 
tanbrape 10 int, are unwilling to give the least 
your worships order, in the execut- 


that part of the said 


- . © God eternally damn 


ing your warrants upon highwaymen, thieveg, 
pick pockets, and whores : but tnust intreat you, 
gentiemen of this honourable bench, that, ad 
our case and circumstances are desperate and 
deplorable, and our liberties but small, to the 
maintenance of ourselves, wives, and children ; 


so, we huinbly hope, this honourable bench, as * 


gentlemen and Christians, will commiserate 
our case>,—We sre very sensible, that many 
reflections are daily thrown upon us, without 
real cause; and we do assure your worships, 
we will always obey your warrants, as afore- 
mentioned: but, as our lives, and the miseries 
of thousands, ought to move your worships to 
commiseration; as we are gentlemen, mer- 
chants, &c.; so we humbly hope, your honours 
will excuse us, if any accident should happen 
in defence thereof; we being truly loyal and 
dutiful subjects to his Majesty king eorge, 
and ready to sacrifice our lives in defence of 
his sacred person, and government. . 

Signed, ‘ AmatTores LIBERTATUM.” — 


“6 Gentlemen ; : 

‘* As we are are ready to prove to your wor- 
ships, That this bailiff is a most notorious vil- 
lain, not only in being tried several times for 
his life, but guilty of every thing criminal, as 
perjury, felony, &e. and even to take the corps 
of the deceased out of their coffins, and sell 
them: Then what will such a person du to the 
living, we refer to your worships; hambly 
hoping, you will, of your great compassion, 
discharge the warrants dgainst the innocent, 
that was not in the least concerned. Super 
scribed, To the worshipful Bench of Justices.” 


APPENDIX, N° II. 
“ Mr. Ladd ; 


the for an old over- 
grown unparallelled monster of a rogue ! thou 
dea of fiery dragons, hell, and fury ? May all 
the plagues of Eyvypt be inflicted upon the, 
ninety-and-nine times doubled ! May God rain 
fire, brimstone, and the grandest rods, scourges, 
and flames of hell, upon the, here on earth ; 
and when we have made two or three I’let- 
holes (by the power of powder, and force of 
balls) through thy rotten skull, that may infal- 
Iv fmish thy abominable course, and make 
the to resign thy oncharitable, corrupted, breath, 
that thou mayest be placed in the lowest and 
fiercest hell, and there to remain to all eternity. 
There never was so vile a rogue breathing upon 
the face of the whole earth, since the ereation 
of Adam, asthou art. Oh thou abominable 
dog! what! oppose the relief of the poor insol- 
vents | Thou cursed villain; we bave agreed 
to send the to hell in a little time; (i. ¢.) the 
first opportunity ; which, depend upon it, we 
will watch for very diligently. F tellthee, the 
author is a person concerned with suthicient ac- 
complices to execute this blessed action: but I 
tell the farther, I had some tittle check upon my 
Spirits this morning, which was the occasion 
of my writing thee this epistle; whereby, if 
thou follow my councel, thou shalt escape his 


+ 


_ body neitber : but mind what I say to thee ; 


_ turn a faithful friend to them all, and discharge 


\ 
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bloody contrivance. Thou bast been, and now 
art, the only person that doth oppose the re- 
lief of the poor insolvent debtors : therefore, as 
thou hast been such a cursed notorious dog, 


them, every one that comes before thee, witb- 
out giving them any trouble; and I promise 
thee a hair of tby head shall not be hurt, nor thy 


it won't be thy seeming indifferent with the 
preone™ as though thou was their friend, and 
f found otherwise, that will save thy bacon, 
nor if thou shouldst go into the counfry, on agy 
retence whatsoever; or if thou dost keep 
rora the bench, on any pretended indisposition : 
in a word, there isang pretence whatsoever u 
earth shall save thee, if thoy dost not infallably 
discharge every one that comes befure thee, and 
speak in their behalf, in every respect, as much 
as possible. 
| © N, B. A Copy of this letter I have shewn | 
ay eoropanions; gud jt is agreed to by us 
all. 

« PS. It is most evident (by the act of insol- 
vency), that every person, not owitg above 50l. 
principal money, shall be discharged. This, I 
say, wee the intent and design of the Pariia-: 


ment; and ifthou introducest any quibble to 
obstruct the execution of the Parliament’s in-: 


tention, by the yreat God, by all the angels and 
archangels, and by ali that is good and sacred, 
either in Heaven above, or on the earth be- 
meath, the contents of this letter sball be exe-: 
cuted: And so, Farewell,” 


The said Resolutions, being severally read, 
were agreed unto by the House. Ordered, That 
a Bill be brought-in, pursuant tothe said Reso- 
lutions. ~~" 

Reporr or THE ComMITTEE OF THE House’ 
OF COMMONS APPOINTED TO EXAMINE CiRISTO- 
PHER LAYER ANDOTHERS TOUCHING THE CoNn- 
spinacy.] March 1. Mr. William Pulteney ac- 
cording to order, reported, from the Committee 
appointed to examine Christopher Layer, and 
others ; aud to whom several Papers, relating 
to the Conspiracy mentioned in his Majesty's 
Speech, were referred ; the matter, as it ap- 
peared to them, upon the said Papers and Exa- 
minations; which they had directed him to re- 
jport to the Howse: and he read the Keport in 
his place; and afterwards delivered the same 
in at the clerk’s table, with several Apoen- 
dixes, containing Copies of the several Papers, 
and ¥xaminations referred to in the said Report 
and also a trunk containing all the original pa- 
and Examinations mentioned in the said 

port: which Report is as follows : 


REPORT frem the COMMITTEE appointed 
by order of rhe House of Commons to ex- 
amine Cunitstopanr Layer, and others; and 
to whom several Papers and Examinations 
laid before the House, relating to the 
CONSPIRACY meutioned in his Majesty’s 
“peech,. at the opening of this Parliament, 


. 
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to be carrying on against his Person and 
Government, were referred. Reported on 
the First of March, 1729, by the right hon, 
William Pulteney, Esq. Chairman of the 
said Committee. — 


The Committee eppointed to examine Chris- 
topher Layer and others, in relation to the 
Conspiracy mentioned in his Majesty’s 
Speech, to be carrying on against his Person 
and Government, having perused the ae- 
veral Papersand Examinations referred te 
them, and having gone through the Ex- 
aminations of those persons, have agreed 
on the following Report: 


IN such various and so long examinations, 
and in so extensive an inquiry, your Committee 
are in hopes that they need not be strictly tied 
to the method and orderin which they were 
appointed, but may for the ease of the House 
range the several matters occurring to them, as 
near as they can, in the order of time in which 
they were transacted, or as they best serve by 
their mutual connection to illustrate each other, 
without adding any observations of their own, 
but such as naturally arise from comparing the 
several papers and examinations together, and 
such as are necessary to help the House, the 
more easily to perceive the contradictions and 


inconsistencies of the confessions made by the 


prisoners, as well as the confirmations and co- 
incidence of the facts inquired into. 
The Coromittee observe in general, that a 


} design has long been carrying on by persons of 


ure and distinction at home, in conjunction 
with traitors abroad, for placing the Pretender 
on thethrone of thesekingdoms. That various 
methods have been attempted, and various 
times fixed, for putting this design in execution. 
That the first intention was to bave procu 
a regular body of foreign forces to invade thes¢ 
kingdoms at the time of the late elections ; but 
that the conspirators being disappointed in this 
expectation, next reso!ved to make an attemp! 
at the time that it was generally believed his 
Majesty intended to go to Hanover, by the 
belp of such officers and soldiers as could 
pass into England unobserved from abroad, 
under the command of the late duke of Ormond, 
who was to have landed in the river with ® 
great quantity of arms, provided in Spain for 
that purpose, at which time the Tower was 
likewise to have been seized, and the City = 
London to have been made a piace of arms s_ 
but this design being also disappointed, by the 
discoveries made in England, and§his Majesty © 
putting off his journey, by the encampment 9 
the forces at home, as well as the sending his 
those from Ireland, and by the readiness 0 } 
Majesty’s good allies the States Genera: 
assist him in case of need, by the orders - id 
in Spain that the late duke of Ormond § ste 
not be soffered to embark, and the like e 
issued in France that he should not be#t 
to pass through that kingdom, tbe pea ae ring 
found themselves under a necessity of de : i 
their enterprize till the breaking 4p % 


2 
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camp; during which mterval, they were la- 


bounng by ttrer agents and emissaries to cor-— 


ret and sedace the officers and soldiers of his 


Majeuy's army, and depended so much or this | 


defection, as to entertain hopes of placing the 


Pretenderon the throne, though they should | 


odtam noassistance from abruad, which ne- 
vertheless they still continued to solicit for. 

The truth and reality of these wicked designs, 
yor Committee are of opinion will appear 
conimed to the House by concurrent and 


Uoenonible advices, from aimost all parts: 


Of Earope, sent by persons who appear to 
tnrebed no communication with each other; 
Wheh advices have sguin been verified and 
epported by several discoveries made at honie, 
by the informations and confessions of some of 
de penons concerned, as well as by a long 
an regular series of correspondence, which the 
conspirators have furnished the government 
With against themselves, the several branches of 
which appear to the Committee connected 
wth one another, and all concurring in one 
continued design of subverting our present 
happy establishment, and involving these king- 
in blood and confusion. 

That the frst. design was to have been exe- 
cated during the elections, and to have been 
spported by foreign forces, is collected from 
the following circumstances. 

_ Philip Neynoe, clerk (who was drowned 
i attempting to make his escape from the 
Mesengers) declared upon his examination 
ore sume of the lords of the council, “ That 
hehad been employed by George Kelly, and ane 
Wanton, whom he rook to be the Iate ear! 
arshal, and who was in England last Spring, 
to draw up three severat memorials to the 
Recent of France, to solicit him to send forces 
to the assistance of the con-pirators.. That 
the lastof these memorials was drawn up in 
ber 1721, and contained a demand of 
5,000 men, to be sent over hy the Regent to in- 
rade these kingdoms.” 
1s confirmed by unquestionable advices 
tom France, the 19th of Apnil jast, in which it 
expressly affirmed, “ That repected appli- 
cation had been made to the Regent for some 
tme past, to furnish only a body cr three thou- 
sand men, by the help of whict. the conspira- 
tors made no doubt Lut to be able to place the 
nder on the-throne.” 
yer, athis examination before a Committee 
of lords of the council, confessed, ‘€ That bein 
indisccurse with lord Orrery, soon after h's 
frt acquaintance with him, (which was before 
eocampment,) lord Orrery said, nothirg 
Could relieve the nation, but a resturation 3 anc 
that he would be glad if he could contribute to 
nngitabont ; that it must be done by foreign 
and could be done no other way; that 
te often asked lord Orrery, what methods they 

‘taken to procure them; that lord Orrery 
said, they had -friends abrnad that had made 
ePPication to the Regent for assistance to 

rig about a Revelution; but he does not 


3” whom’ his fordship meant; General 


Vou VILL 


(on 
Dillon might be his correspondent, for ought 
be knew ; that lord Oprery likewise told bim, 
the Regent might be brought to wink at any 
thing, but was su perfidious that he was not to 
be trusted; and that the French had madea 


tool of the Pretender.” 
Layer repeated the same in part at two 


'| other examinations before his trial, and has 


since confirmed to your Committee, upon his 
examination at the Tower, “ That lord Orrery 
declared himself constantly of opiniun, that 
nothing could be done to any purpose in the 
Pretender’s favour without Foreign forces.” 

About the latter end of April, a letter was 
intercepted here, coming from Spain, enclosing 
the copy of one from O to 
which will be shewn, in the sequel of this re= 
port, to have been from the late duke of Or- 
mond, in which Ormond says, “ Pray tell Mrs. 
Chaumont, that since the parliament is dead 
and gone, I think it is a good time to make an 
effort, when the elector is gone to Hanover.” 
It will appear from the sequel of this report, 
that by Mrs. Chaumont is probably meant the 
Pretender. . 

On the 23d of April another letter was inter- 
cepted, si,ned 1578, und directed to Mr. Jack- 
son, which your Comnuttee have good. reason 
to believe was from the Bishop of Rochester to 
the Pretender, as will be shewn in the follow- 
ing part of this report ; in this letter he says, 
«« Notwithstanding this opportunity is elapsed, [ 
ayree with you another may offer before the 
end of the year, though not perhaps every way 
so favourable.” This letter was writ on the 
goth of April, when most of the élections were 
over, and consequently that oppurtunity was 
elapsed. 

hat an insurrection was thought of at the 
time of the elections, is farther cuofirined from 
the following particulars ; Layer confessed be- 
fore the Lords, ** That Green the gunsmith 
being in company with lord North after dinner, 


‘and talking of 5,000 arms,and 7,000 arms, that 


were ready, said, § When the Westminster mob 
were up, if they had had arms Upon which 
lord North interrupted him, and said, Do not 
talk, you are a citizen, you know there are no 
arms; but that the man insisted there were 
5,000 arms ready in the city.” : 

Neynoe declared, “ That Tho. Carte, clerk, 
made two expeditions in the Spring (during the 
eiections) one into Cornwall, and another into 
the counties of Warwick, Nottingham, Derby 
and Stafford ; and that upon Neynoe’s blaming 
the riotous conduct at the Coventry election, 
Carte replied, hang the election, you never saw 
tellows of such mettle, so well trained, so fit for 
business.” 

Among Mr. Dennis Kelly’s papers was seized 
an exact list of the quarters of all his Majesty’s 
forces in Great Britain, about the time that 
they were drawn out of most of tle great towns 
and boroughs, on accouni of the elections. 

From all these circumstances the Commit- 
tee see reason to conclude, that the first desien 
was to have been executed with the assistance 
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ef foreign forces, at the time of the elections ; 
that the Pretender, the late duke of Ormond, 
lord Orrery, and the Lishop of Rochester, were 
of this opinion; that memorials were drawn up 
here, to be presented tu the Regent for this pur- 
pose, and that those memorials were actually 
presented, or at Jeast application made to the 
Regent in consequence uf them, by directions 
from persons in England; and that such dis- 
positions had been made for this enterprize at 
. that time, as broke out into riots at some of the 
elections; which must be allowed to have been 
no unfavourable juncture for such an attempt, 
considering the discontents occasioned by the 
late South Sea scheme, which the conspirators 
have all along flattered themselves they should 
be able to improve into a spirit of rebellion, and 
the Jiberties usually taken at such a season, 
when all the freeliolders of England are neces- 
sarily and legally assembled together, and when 
the whole nation is too apt to Le in a ferment, 
even in the quietest times. 

This design failing, on account (as it 19 rea- 
sonable to believe) of the conspirators not 
beirg able to obtain the forces they solicited 
from abread, and of their being theaselves di- 
vided in opinion as to the time and manner of 
execution, their next endeavour was to attempt 
an insurrection at the time when they supposed 
his Majcsty would be going to Hanover, 

Of the reality of this design your Committee 
have found such evident and concurrent testi- 
Monies, that they think stronger could not rea- 
sonably be expected, in an affair, where it was 
‘so much the interest of the conspirators to act 
with the utmost caution and secrecy. 

Tt has already been observed, that the late duke 
of Ormond thought the time of the King’s going 
for Germany a tavoarable oppurtuuity for mak- 
ing an effort, and that the persen who signs 
1378 says, * NotwithLstaudiug this opportunity 
is elapsed, I agree with you another may ‘offer 
before the end of the year, tiough not perhaps 
every way so favouralne.” 

Layer confessed to the Lords at two several 
examinations previous !0 lus Prial,and has since 
confirmed to your Conmittee, 'f That be made 
application to lard Ourery to stand godfather 
to his child for the Pretender, intending that 
this mark of kindness from the Pretender should 
serve as a credeutinl to lurd Orrery to induce 
him to converse freely with hin, iv relation to 
the Pretender’s affiirs: that dacar acquaintance 
having begun in this manner, lord Orrery sent 
to hin to inquire into the Pretender’s character 
and qualifications, and asked bim several times 
whether he had any recoumendution frum the 
Pretender to any person; that upon his an- 
swering no, his lordslip told him, that le seem- 
ed to be an honest man, and people of his in- 
tegrity should be always welcume to Lim, whe- 
ther they had any credentials or no; that he, 
Layer, then gave his lordship an account of 
what had passed between the Pretender and him 
during his stay at Rome, and asked his lord- 
ship what hopes there were? To which his lord- 
ship answered, that there were hopes, for all the 
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nation were generally for the Pretender, except 
such as had places, or money due to them from 
the government; that lord Orrery farther told 
him, that lord North, sir Harry Goring, lord 
Stradord, and others, were going to do a rash 
thing im favour of the Pretender, which he, 
lord Orrery, was sorry for, because it would 
prove abortive, and hinder ats succeeding ano- 
ther time; that Layer asked him who was to 
have the-cummand, and lord Orrery told him be 
believed lord Nurth and Grey was to have the 
command, and thet the said lord had acommis-. 
sion from the Pretender: that the lord Orrery 
called this design rash, because uot duly con- 
certed, nor supported by toreign forces, without 
whicb, he said, he thought they must be more 
than madmen to hope to do any thing to effect, 
for the Pretender’s service. That be, Layer, 
the next ume he saw lurd North and Grey, 
which was before the encainpment of the troops, 
acquainted him with what lord Orrery had said 
about the rashness of the design; that lurd 
North and Grey replied, lord Orrery was a 
timorous tellow, and was always making dith- 
cul ies, aud schemes out of lis own brain; that 
he knew nothing, nor should know ; but tha 
it was |is, lurd North's opinion, the Pretender 
night be restored by the pcople of England, 
without the assistance of any foreign force. 
That he, Layer, talked to lord North and Grey 
of his lordship’s being general, but lurd North 
said, he was not popular enough, that the duke 
of Ormond would te fit for it, and af they had 
him bere, his lordship beheved most of the sol- 
diers would join him; that he, Layer, contiou- 
ing to press lord North and Grey on this bead, 
by telling him that he was Atcec for a general, 
and was popular, the said lord answered nv, the 
duke of Ormond was the man, he was the sol- 
dier’s darling. That he, Layer, otten talked of 
this affair, to the lord North, being induced so 
to do, by the impatience he observed in hii, 
and in lord Orrery, that something should be 
done.” es 

Matthew Plunket, serjeant of invalids, has 
deposed upon oath, “ That Layer told bin (iu 
July Just) that the late duke of Ormond woud 
come ina single ship sith some officers, and 
that it bad been dure iong ago, if the French 
ambassadur had not been told of it, who told it 
again to the King.” 

It appears to your Committee from several 
deposiuons on oath, as well as from Informa- 
tions and writtcn intelligence, that in conse- 
quence of this design of bringing over the late 
duke of Ormond, captain Charles Halstead, a 
Lancashire man,(who was concerned in the 
insurrection intended at Oxford in tbe year 
1715) set sail from the river for Bilboa, about 
the 12thday of March 1721-22, on board the 
shrp Phineas of Bristol, William Arnold mas- 
ter, with a provision of arms and powder on 
Loard, which one of the sailors on his exami- 
Nation declared, ** He apprehends to have 
been greaterthan was necessary for an ordinary 
trading voyage. That the said ship was hired at 
one bundred pounds freight per month, twe 
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hondred being paid in advance (as Halstead 
himself owned) and had no goods nor any pas- 
senger on board, except the suid Halstead, who 
went by the ame of Nowell, and was known 
tothe master and sailors by that name only, 
during the voyage to Spam. That the said 
ship was cleared at the custom-house in ballast 
for Lisbon; bot that when they came into the 
bay of Biscay, the master, who had orders to 
follow Novell's directions, gave private instruc- 
tions to the pilot to steer to Bilboa: that they 
amied there on the 25th of March, O. S. and 
that Halsteed went on shore, and lay that 
oghs at Mr. Brown’s an Irish merchant, and 
the rest day went furward towards Madrid, 
beng (ornished with horses by the said Brown, 
ta which journey he was absent about a fort- 
ngit; that during his absence, a report was 
carrent all over the town of Bilboa, and _par- 
beularly among the convents, that the said ship 
wascome to fetch over the late duke of Or- 
nond ;” and Thomas Carter, one of the sailors 
of the suid ship, who was employed by Hal- 
Rexdto wait on him as a servant, has deposed 
ton oath: “That three days after the said 
Nowell return, the deponent heard him pro- 
pose tothe abovenamed captain Arnold, to 
cary the late duke of Ormond and four: other 
pusengers to England ; which the said captain 
Arnold refusing tw do, the said Nowell insisted, 
Sing the ship was his so long as he paid the 
ie her, and the wages and victunlling ; and 
ri tad b:gh words upon it. Carter farther 
posed, that Halstead received a letter di- 
rected tocolonel Nowell Butler, which was the 
ame the said Nowell went by, when he was 
i pun. That when the ship was released, 
aoe of and on about fuur hours off Ss. 
"0, Expecting somebody to come off in 
, the US nobody coming and night drawing 
ry cd made the best of their way to Eng- 
of ice amved in the Downs the beginning 
J las, Allison, who came over to Eng- 
Seb toa Vs in the said ship, has depused 
a x : that he left Madrid on the 4th of 
r that some time before be came 


- 9. and 
‘2, the late duke of Ormond, who had re- 


wat he heal time at Madrid, had sent 
;._ 4 Horses and equipage from thence, and 
ee stirs on board wages, and that it 
‘Alm «ee, "8S €0 go to Ventosilla, That 
te ship Phinda bis coming to Bilboa, found 
ae oi bound for England, but stop- 

d her agreed to take his passage on 
bea for a’ and going to the corregidor of Bil- 
Merchant Pass, he found there Mr. Brown a 
Nowell th One who went by the name: of 
"hy the gh; at Brown asking the corregidor 
the ship e i stopped, he said, it was not 
tL of de owell’s person that was detain- 
beard ate "3 from Madrid; that he, Allison, 
Orang dies at Bilboa, that the late duke of 
Neel had 00 the coast in disguise, and that 
ME tee ea at Madrid, and come back 
Journey ang hey? 3, the expedition of which 
Palged g {he ship’ coming in ballast, had 
“picion in Bilvoa, that Nowell came 
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over to the late duke of Ormond! on account 


of the conspiracy. The sailors observed, that 


during Nowell’s stay at Bilboa, brigadier 
Campbell (a person concerned in the Preston 
rebellion) was frequently on board with him, 
but did not care to own his name.” The same 
particulars are confirmed by letters from sir 
Antbony Wescomb, who was sent to Spain to 
gain intelligence, with several other circum- 
stances relating to ships, arms, and recruits, 
provided for the Pretender’s service in Spain. 

During these transacuons Colonel Stanhope, 
his Mujesty’s ambassadur at Madrid, who does 
not appear to have known- any thing of this 
ship’s being come to Bitboa, having received 
intelligence from other hands, that the duke of 
Ormond was preparing to set out fur England 
with some Irish otticers, in order to put bimself 
at the head of the rebels, obtained orders 
from the courtof Madrid, to hinder the late 
duke of Ormond’s embarkation; as will ap- 
pear more fully in the remaining part of this 
report. : 

In consequence of these orders, the king of 

Spain’s officers came on board the ship, and 
laid an embargo upon her for about a fortnight, 
till Halstead finding himself disappointed of 
his design, agreed that part of a cargo of wool 
and iron should be put on buard the said ship 
by Brown and Slinger, and then returned to 
England with one Maxwell, whom the sailors 
understood to be a relation of the late lord 
Marr’s, and two other passengers, and arrived 
in the river about the 7th or 8th of July. 
_ Abvut the beginning of May a letter was 
intercepted here, coming from Spain, directed 
to Monsieur Dumville Procureur, and inclosed 
under cover to one Wilmore at Mr. Stuokvoe’s, 
bookseller near Charing-cross; who is meant by 
the name of Dumville, the committee have nut 
been able to discover. 

In this letter, was inclosed the copy of a 
letter which the cominittee have reason to be- 
lieve was from the late duke of Ormond, to 
some person ubroad, the initial letter of whose 
bame is discovered by the decipherers to be L. 

The letter to Dumville, as well as the copy 
of the late duke of Ormond's letter, was writ 
partly in cypher ; and among the words out 
of cypher several ficuitious names were made 
use of, which the Committee observe is the 
case also in several others of the intercepted 
letters referred to them. 

It was reasonable to expect, that in manag- 
ing correspondences of so hazardous a nature, 
all sort of art and industry should be used, 
and all the help of cyphers and jargon called 
in, to disguise the real desigus, and to conceal 
the true names of the persons concerned, in 
order to their avoiding the danger of legal con- 
viction ; But your committee likewise observe, 
that several of these disguises are soy gross 
and obvious, that they only serve to betray 
themselves; others of them are explained by 
the skiil of diferent decypherers, agreeing in 
the same explication, which explication is 
again confirmed by facts unknown to those — 
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persons at the time of the decyphoring. Others 
are explained by cyphers and lists of fictitious 


PARL. HISFORY, 9 Geonce BE. 1723.— Report of the Commons, 
| The person that writes to Dumville, farther 


(loa 


adds, “ That Ormond hopes Onslow and Hawe 


names, seized on the conspirators themselves, | ley will send a part of the money they have 


as well as by comparing the several parts of 
their correspondence together ; and others again 
by direct informations upon oath. And, as 
the degrees of evidence, in a search of this oa- 
ture, must be various, the Committee have 
taken all the care they can, to distinguish what 
appears to them fully proved, from what is sup- 
parted by strong: and probable conjectures only. 
In this letter to Dumville, dated the 27th of 
April 1722, N. S. mention is made of its being 
ublicly known in Spain, by letters from Bii- 
oa, and other parts, “ that a ship came to 
Bilboa, with au express to Ormond, in order to 
bring Ormond to England ; that the said ex- 
press went to the place where Ormond was; 
that this had made so much noise, that it was 
necessary to send to England with all possible 
dispatch; that a ship’s coming with ballast 
only gave occasion to those repurts; and that 
in order to stifle them it was necessary to put in 
the ship goods for Eugland: that this would be 
a considerable expence to Tom, who hopes 
that friends will consider it, and send him if 
puss a greater supply than the 5,000/. that 
e wrote for in his of the 6th and 20th of 
April; that the bills must be sent directly to 
B—, and inay be bought at the Exchange of 
London,” 

The Committee are of opinion, that by B is 
meant Brown the [rish merchant at Balboa, 
‘because the cargo was put on board by the said 
Brown and Slayer; and it appears by subse- 
quent letters that this Brown Lad 12,000 arins 
in his custody, fur the service of the late duke 
of Ormond. It is also proved by the sailors, 
that Halstead was frequently ia company with 

this Brown, and his nepnews, and lay some- 
times at his house. 

Who w# meant by Tom in the said letter, the 
Committee wii! not take upon them w deter- 
mie, but they believe it will appear probable 
to the [Louse, from the connection and other 
circ: mstances, thut it must mean the late duke 
@t Onuend, 

- ‘Lhe person that writes this letter to Dum- 
ville, udds, “ That since Mrs. Chaumont cannot 
meet Ormond at any place on the road, it is 
ab-olutely necessary that Ormond should have 
as god a prepuration of arms as can be had 
there; and in order to make it, he wil) want 
more mouey from friends.” 

The same persen says, That he had that day 
received a letter, importing, “ That M 
coulc et more arms if he bad more money.” 
The Committee are of opinion, tbat by M 
38 meant Morgan, who is mentioned in several 

Jett.rs trom Spain as intendant of the Pre- 
- tender’s ships at Cadiz, and active in procuring 
- oficerr and arms; which letters are confirmed 
by the seizure of the ship Revoluion at Genoa, 
of wiih it appears By captain Scot’s letter 
frow Genoa, that Morgan had the chief care, 
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raised directly to Ormond; for Ormond, upoa 
the hopes of it, has sent credit to M——-;. be 
desires Dumville to mind this, and not to lose 
a moment.” 

Who are meant hy Onslow and Hawley, the 
Committee cannot determine; but they are 
inclined to believe, that they are the same pere 
sons, who in another letter, inclosed to Wil- 
more soon after, and writin the same cyphez, 
are found by the decypherers to have the inie 
tial letters of their names, G——, and N : 
in which conjecture they are the more cone 
firmed, by acypher seized on John Plunkes, 
in which the real names beginning with G. are 
constantly designed by fictitious ones begin~ 
ning with H. the letter immediately following 
in the alphabet, and the real names of the let- 
ter N. by others beginning with O. 

In the letter to Dumville, abovementioned, 
was enclosed the copy of a letter from the late 
duke of Ormond to L. which was sent to Dum- 
ville as being in part an answer to one received 
from him; who is meant by L. the Com- 
mittee cannot determine. 

In this letter, the late duke of Ormond men- 
tions iis having received an account from 
D—— (general Dillon probably) that he had 
procured 10 thousand arms, and advises the 
joining stocks with D » Since they cannot 
have tuo many arms; and says, he can only 
depend on two thousand arms from M—— 
(Morgan probably) but that he coald bave had 
more arins, it he had had more money. 

The Committee observe, that this account of 
ten thousand arms procured by D——, and ef 
two thousand by M , agrees exdctly with 
an account sent soan after from Mr. Stanhope 
at Madrid, and confirmed by sir Anthony 
Wescomb, that twelve thousand arms were 
lodged in the hands of Brown at Bilboa, for the 
Pretencer’s service, and that Morgan wns or 
dered to the Bay of Biscay, tn order to trans- 
port tie said arins to England. ; 

The Committee take notice likewise, that 
the very sume number of arms 18 mentioned 1a 
a letter, writ, as they have good reason to be- 
lieve, by George Kelly to general Dillon’s se- 
cretary, and the arms are there spoken of, as 
provided by Mansfie!d’s relations, which name 
George Kelly explained to Neynoe, to mean 
the lateduke of Ormond. 

The circumstance of Kelly’s mentioning these 
arms to Dillon's secretary, makes it probable 
that by D. in Ormond’s letter is meant the said 
Dillon, who, as your Committee are informed, 
is an Irish Roman Catholic, and gquitted Ire- 

| land on the capitulation of Limerick, and ts at 
' present a lieutenant general in-the French ser- 
‘vice, and has the command of one of the Irish 
: regiments in France; and he appears to your 
Committee, from several parts of the inter. 
cepted correspondence, to have the chief ma- 


gous tv the name «f Walton; which is again nagement of the Pretender’s affairs, and to he 


coat'rmed by a letter from sir Anthony Wes- 
comb at Bilboa. 


the principal agent and director in carrying on 
this conspiracy, 


? 
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Ormond in his letter to L————-, afterwards 
sys, “That sinee the parliament is dead and 
gone, he thinks it will he a good time to make 
an efort, when the elector 1s gone to Hanover; 
and adds, I hope you have agreed with D—— 
the time of going for England, and when that 
isfaed hetween Mrs. Chaumont and D ’ 

wil le Ormond know the place of landing 

wn England. I desire an express may be sent 
to me, with particular accounts of what is 
agreed on.” This, the Committee take notice, 
ares mth Mr. Stanhope’s intelligence, that 
was going for England, and likewise 

wth intelligence, sent from Rome, that the 

Pretender was to embark, a3 soon as two of- 

een, relations of the late duke of Ormond, 

arive at Porto Longone; which cir- 
cinstance makes it not improbable, that by 

Mrs, Chaunone may be meant the Pretender. 

hh the same letter to L——, Ormond says, 

“T have ordered H——’s ship, that I depend- 

ed on, toreturm to England; m was not proper 
to make use of it, for reasons not necessary to 
trouble you with; there was no message sent 
byhim, because of the uncertainty of the time 
-Of his getting to England.” 

This passage, the Committee are of opinion, 
endently relates to Halstead’s ship. Upon 
mentioning his sending back this ship, he im- 
methately adds, ** F have ordered M ’s ship 
to come to A » which agrees exactly with 
Mr. Stankope’s account, that Morgan’s ships 
were ordered to the Bay of Biscay, to transport 
to England the arms abovementioned, together 
with Ormond and what officers could be got; 
and it appears by subsequent letters from sir 
Anthony Wescomb at Bilboa, that the said 
ships, under the command of Morgan, did put 
in at Sainto Andero, which the Committee un- 
derstand to he the place meant by A » to 
*hich Ormond says he had orderedeM ’s 
sip tocome. The said ship’s having put in at 
Andero, and staid there fifteen days, is ngain 
Conirmed by a letter from Genoa, writ by 
captain Gardiner, who commanded the ship 
Revolution lately taken, 

Soon after this letter to Dumville, another 
Wes Hed aie here coming from Spain, di- 
rected‘ A Monsieur Dodsworth,’ not signed,en- 
dosed under cover to Wilmure as the former’ 
and writ in the same cypher; the most mate- 
ral paragraph of which is thus explained by 

decypherers, 

“I must again entreat you to use your ut- 
Most endeavours to pet the 5,000/. from friends 
returned to O——- directly; the hopes given 
by G— to expect a great sum, and by N ; 
that he had raised 20,0001, induced O to 
Supply M——, and to make other necessary 
Provisions, If that money be not returned, it 
ill fal heavy upon O-——, and he will be 
“wbled from answering the expectation of 

ds, therefore ought to be your first and 
satet concern. All other actions are trifles 

10 comparison of it; for the hopes of success 

Pend principally on O——. I mentioned 

in ae letters, and friends are desired 
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to return more than 5,0004 if possible. If 
they do, more arms, ammunition and officers 
can be had here, and the end of raising money 
by friends, is, to procure arms, ammunition, 
and officers.” , 

To whom these letters were writ does not ap- 
pear, but the committee observe that they are 
writ in the same cypher with three letters, 
which they have grounds to believe were from 
the bishop of Rochester ; they observe likewise 
that the same cypher is sometimes made use of 
by George Kelly. af : 

Mr. Stokoe the hookseller, being examined 
about Wilmore, under whose cover these let- 
ters to Dumville and Dodsworth came enclosed, 
could give no other account of him, but that he 
was one who once writ a letter in his shop, and 
desired him by a letter, dated Epsom the first 
of March, 1722, to take insuch French letters 
as should cuime directed to him, dnd by another 
letter, dated Harwich, the 14th of May, de- 
sired him to take in no more ; that he, Stokoe, 
did receive two letters from abroad so directed, 
which were fetched away and paid for by per- 
sons to him unknown, 

‘That the Inte duke of Ormond was expected’ 
to head an insurrection in England, is tarther 
confirmed by the fullowing particulars. 

Neynoe, upon his examination before a com- 
mittee of lords of the council, declared, ‘¢ That 
the first design in the spring, was to have been 
executed in London by seizing the Tower, and 
that the late duke of Ormond was then to have 
lande’ in the river; but upon discovery of the 
plot, and the king’s not going beyond sea, it 
was put off for some time; that the bishop of 
Rochester, Jord Orrery, lord North, and sir 
Harry Goring, were the principal leaders and 
directors of the whole design ; and that Watson 
(whom he took to be the late earl Marishal) 
had told him, lord North and Grey was thought 
of for the cominand.” 

On the 29tb of April, O. S. intelligence came 
from France, “ That the week before the late 
duke of Ormond had made application to the 
Regent by a person of great distinction, for 
leave to pass through France, under a pretence 
of going into Italy; but that the Regent had 
absolutely refused him, and at the same time 
had dispatched the necessary arders to the 
frontiers of Spain, to hinder him from passing 


either openly or in disguise.” 


On the second of May, O.8. sir Luke Schaub 
sent advice, “ ‘Phat one Lesley had been took- 
ing out for lodgings at Paris for the late duke 
of Ormond ; and on the 9th, that alderman 
Barber carricd with him_ bills of exchange for 
fifty thousand pound sterling for the Pretender ; 
and that the saine sum was sent to Ormond by 
another hand, to enable bim to make the ne- 
cessary preparations in Spain and Itady.” The 
committee observe, that this agrees, as to the 
division of the money, with a passage in another 
letter from Dillon’s secretary to George Kelly, 
dated the 2d of May (N. S.) which will be fare 
ther explained in its proper place. 


On the 23d of May O. S. sir Luke Schaub 
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sent advice, “ That the late duke of Ormond 
was to set out for Madrid, about the 20th of 
that mouth with his family, without its being 
koown whither he was cuing; that it was 
believed he would give out that he was going 
to settle at a certain distance from Madrid, 
from whence he might steal away afterwards 
unobserved.” 

On the 28th of May, O. S. Mr. Stanhope 
writes word from Madrid, That having had 
inteliipence to be reed on, thar the late duke of 
Ormond intended speedily to puss into _Lug- 
Jand, with a great number of Irish othcers at 
that ume in the service of his catholic majesty, 
in order tu put binself at the head of the reveis 
there, and for that purpose was to set out 
from Madrid the next day, under pretence of 
going for the rest of the summer to Ventosiila, 
a house of the duke of Medina Celi, half way 
between Madrid and Bilboa, but in reality to 
be thereby readier to pass to that port, and 
with less suspicion to embark from thence for 
England, whenever matters should be ripe tor 
Is so doing ; he made application to lis catho- 
Jic majesty by the marquis de Grimaido, for 
orders to be sent to all the ports of Spain, to 
prevent the said late duke’s enbarking with the 
othicers above-mentioned, and received a letter 
from the marquis de Grimaldo (a copy of 
which is annexed to this report) acquainting 
him, that the king of Spain had directed such 
orders to be issued, ae was ready on all oc- 
casions, more particularly on this, which re- 
garded the quict and tranquillity of his Britan- 
nic majesty’s kingdoms, to contribute all in 
his power towards tys Majesty's satisfaction.” 

Andrew Tancier, forinerly captain lieutenant 
of lord Cobham’s dragoons, has deposed upon 
oath, “ That betng grown intimately acquainted 
with Skeene, (now in custody) a person related 
to Marr, and engaged in the rebellions of Pres- 
ton and Glenshield, Skcene bcgan to acquaint 
him, about June last, that there wasa design 
carrying on in England, for placing the Pre- 
tender on the throne, at which he, at different 
times, told him the following particulars: that 
«1x or eight battalions of Irish foot double officer- 
ed, were to have come over from Spain, which 
were quartered upon the coast of Galicia for that 
purpose; that the nine Spanish men of war 
which have joined the Dutch, and four more 
to have been fitted out at Barcelona, and three 
at Alicant, (as he hest remembered) being in 
allsixteen Spanish men of war, were to have 
been employed in this service. That these 
troops were to have landed either in Cornwall, 
or near Bristol; that there were forty thousand 
stand of arms in Great Britain, part in Scotland, 
other part io London, other part in Bristol, and 
other part in Cornwall, That there were seven 
or eight bundred men with officers among them 
in London, subsisted, and im readiness for such 
an occasion, That asum of two hundred thou- 


~ sand pounds had been raised by contribution 


for carrying on this design, and put into the 
management of the bishop of Rochester, who, 
with the lord North and Grey, were the leading 
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men among them, and that Jord Strafford and 
lord Kinoule, knew the thing. That the 
managers of this aitair in Spain, were the late 
duke of Ormond and the late earl Marishal, 
and those in France, the lute lord Marr and 
lieutenant general Diilop. That the court of 
Spain was in their interest, but as to the Regent 
and cardinal Du Buis, they could not tell what 
tu make of them: that this design was to have 
beenexecuted some time ago, but was then disap- 
pointed by the Regent; tout the late duke of 
Ormond and tie late earl Marishal were to have 
come with toe troops before mentioned from 
Spain; and the Pretender about the same time 
was to have left Rome privately, and to have 
lain concealed somewhere near, from whence 
he would have come over when there had been 

a fair prospect uf success. That as to any op- 

position they could expect, we had but four- 

teen thousand men in all, of which three thou- 

sand were necessary to guard London, three 

thousand more for Scotland, and two thousand 

for the garrisons, so that the remainder would 

uever dare to attack those who came from 

Spain: and in the confusion, their (meaning 

the Pretender’s) friends would have been able 

to have got togcther, and made’a head. That 

in the conduct of this affair there passed little 

in writing, and only the tuur lords before men- 

tioned, viz. the bishop of Rochester and lord 

North and Grey principally, and lord Strafford 

and lord Kinoule, were concerned in the ma- 

nagement of it here: that the business was to 

have been done before the Dutch troops could 

come to our assistance.” 

The Committee have laid these several par- 
ticulars together, though of different dates, 
Chat the House may see at one view, the rea- 
son there is to believe, that the late duke of 
Ormond was to have Janded in England with 
officers and arms, about the time that it was 
generally supposed his Majesty intended to go 
to Hanover. The reason of Ormond’s not 
coming, is sufficiently explained by the orders 
issued at Madrid and in France, by the King’s 
not going abroad, and by the discoveries and 
disposition of the forces made in England. 
And notice is taken, in letters to one of bis 
Majesty’s secretaries of state from Rome,thata 
person of great distinction at that place, had 
declared it as his opinion, that the grand pro- 
ject. formed in the conclave for placing the 
Pretender on the throne of Britain, was going 
to be put in execution ; but that the same per- 
son afterwards assigned four reasons for tts 
having miscarried, which were, the want of 
money, the suspected faith of the Regent, the 
want of skill in those who were to conduct It, 
and the pusillanimity of the Pretender; who, 
to avoid hazarding his own person, proposed 
to send his child; which last particular Js agaia 
mentioned in another letter from Rome. 

The Committee now return to shew what 
other evidences they have before them, of a 
design laid for beginning an insurrection 10 
London, at the time when it was supposed the 
king intended to go to Hanover. 
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About the latter end of April, his Majesty 
received intelligence from abroad, upon which 
he can intirely depend, ‘That a design was 
laid for bringing in the Pretender, which was 
thought to be 50 well concerted, and conducted 
by penons of such experience, that if the secret 
was bat kept, as was proposed, the success was 
looked upon as infallible, and that it was to 
be pot in execution about the end of April, 
or begonng of May.” The original letter 
Contanug this intelligeuce has been commu- 
nicuéd to your Committee, and an extract of 
Ns annexed to this report. 

On the 29th of April the same intelligence 
was repeated, with these farther particulars, 
“ That the conspirators did no longet think it 
necessary to insist on foreign assistance, flat- 
tering themselves that great part of the king’s 
own forces would declare in their favour. That 
they now contented themselves with desiring 
the Regentshould observe a neutrality between 
bs Majesty and the Pretender ; and that lord 

owne was to present, or cause to be pre- 
sented, a memorial to the Regent to this effect, 
that day or the next. That the design was 
ini to be executed in London; that the 
ianiag of May was the time fixed on ; «nd 
that the Pretender was speedily to set out for 

England.” 

Your Committée do not find that the above- 
mentioned memori.:l was presented to the Re- 
geot; but in letters from Plunket to Dillon 
they find the same repeated in these words; 
“If the Regent stands neuter, we will soon 
bring the Law Suit to bear;” which Layer ex- 
planed to be the Pretender’s cause. 

On the 24th of April, O. S. Mr. Davenant, 
his Majesty’s minister in Italy, sent an express 
fom Rome, with advice, “That the Pre- 
tender’s adherents were making preparations in 
Cadiz, and other ports of Spain, for an attempt 
on England; that the Pretender was speedily 
oembark at Portolongone, and was retired 
fum Rome for that purpose ;” and it appears, 
that the same advice was soon after confirmed 
to his Majesty, by a foreign minister residing 
ia Foyland, who received the intelligence from 
4 person of great distinction abroad, and com- 
municated it to his Majesty. . 

_ On the 9th of May, Mr. Craufurd, his Ma- 


Jenty’s resident at Paris, writes word, ‘ That | 


the Jacobites in France, expected soon . an in- 
turrection in England, which was to be begun 
by the heads of their party here, soon after his 
Hajesty’s setting out for Hanover, and was to 
supported by Irish officers and soldiers, who 
ly ready at Cauiz, besides such as should be 
le to pass over into England from France 
by stealth; and in his letterof the 26th of 
May, O. S. he adds, “ That the grounds of 
eXpectation were, assurances given from 
gand, that the conspirators would immedi- 
Mew make themselves masters of the Tower 
tad city of Loodon.” 
Tus inteligence agrees with a paper deli- 
Mab the secretaries of state in July last, 
J ote of the lords of his Majesty’s council, 
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who, as they have certified, assured them, that 
a person, whoin he had good reason to believe 
to be deeply concerned in the conspiracy, came 
to him in the month of July and brought bim 9 
paper, which he athrmed he had copied b 
stealth out of the scrutuire of a noble lord, 
whom he refused to name, atd that the suid 
person writ out a fair copy of the paper iu bis 
presence, which contains minates of resolutions 
taken at @ Consultation, and is in the tollowing 
words : 

‘‘R. That the arms be dug up immediately 
and dispersed in small parcels. Begin in South- 
wark, Whitechapel, Wapping, Holborn and 
Smithfield. March inte city. Possess the 
gates. Against the horse, barricades in the 
narrow streets, especially at both ends of 
Fleet-bridge, Shoe-lane, Fetter-lane and Chan- 
cery-lane. Pussess St. Clement’s church-yard 
by a party from Holborn. A strong barricade 
in the narrow part of that street. Line the 
two first stories. Bricks, stones, &c. may be 
useful in the upper rooms, and may be thrown 
by women and others unfit to bear arms, 
Lighters, with ammunition under coals, lie at 
Blackfriars and Milford-lane. No dependence 
or assistance from Westminster and those 
parts, except some few by water, the commu- 
nication being cut off. Message to the lord 
inayor by three lords. Proclamation made to 
oblige all who shall not come in, to bring in 
their musquets and militia arms. Declaration 
ready printed, to be dispersed among the peo- 
ple. Twenty-three officers of the guards to be 
depended on: a great many others. well af- 
fected, especially the common centinels, Day 
resolved on, April the 30th. R. That forty de- 
termined persons be immediately pitched upon, 
armed with swords and pistols, to execute all 
orders, and that for the subsistence of the said 
forty gentlemen, money be advanced out of the 
fund, at the rate of seven shillings per diem for 
man and horse.. .Commander in chief, lord N, 
Time, seven in the morning.” 

“ Dis. C. W. M.” . 

The Committee make no doubt but the 
House will readily observe, that this scheme 
drawn up in April, and delivered as aforesaid 
to one of the lords of the council, in July last, 
has a near affinity with that of Layer, and ap- 

ears to be the ground-work of it, though 


‘Layer denies his having ever seen any such 


paper of resolutions, or having received any in= 
structions relating to his scheme, except from 
Wilson a surgeon, Murphey a physician, and 
White a serjeant. io 
The Committee likewise observe from thia 
and Layer’s scheme, as well as from a letter of 


, Sample’s (of which notice will be taken in its 


place) that the involving the city of London in 
blood and contusion, appears to have been | 
universally understood and agreed on a 
all the conspirators, as the first step to be 
taken, and the foundation of their futere hopes. 
By another paper delivered in July last by 
the same person, it appears, that when the 
stroke was struck in London, there were to be 
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meurrections in several counties of England, 
and that the numbers of gentlemen and private 
men, to be depended on both in London and 
the country were computed and set down ; 
and the Committee observe, that the extending 
the insurrection to the country, after London 
wus seized, makes likewise a part of Layer's 
scheme, and Sample’s letter. 

The Counmittee farther take notice that in 
these schemes as well as m Pancier’s deposi- 
tion, mention is made of great quantities of 
atms conceuled for the use of the cunspirators, 
and Layer having confessed at his examination 
before the lords that he supposed there were 
arms provided, and that Green the gunsmith 
being in company with lord North, had men- 
tioned 5,000 arms, and 7,000 arms, and in- 
sisted, in contradiction to lord North, who bid 
bim hold his tongue, that there were 5,000 
arms ready in the city, the Committee exannined 
him particularly on this head, but could draw 
nothing more from him, than that Green had 
told captam Bonyn at lord North’s ‘that he 
could lrelp him to 5 or 7,000 arms at an hour’s 
warning. And though your Committee 1s fully 
satisfied that no care has been wanting else- 
where te discover these arms, and to defeat the 
conspiracy in se essential a circumstance, yet 
they cannot but think it a melancholy consi- 
deration, that, through the determined obsti- 
nacy of the conspirators, these endeavours have 
hitherto proved unsuccessfal. 

- The Committee observe farther that in the 
paper of resolutions, mention is made of a fund 
of money provided, and of a great number of 
determined persons subsisted in London, for the 
purposes of the conspiracy, for the execution of 
which a day was likewise fixed on and ap- 


pointed, and the commander in chief known. 


AH which several particalars correspond exact- 
ly with the intelligence received at the same 
‘time from abroad, with Pancier’s deposition, 
with what Layer owned lord QOrrery had told 
him, that he believed lord North and Grey had 
& commission for commanding in chief, and 
with what Neynoe was told by Watson, that 
lord North and Grey was thought of for the 
command, as likewise with what was told Mat- 
thew Plunket by Layer and John Planket, that 
lord North and Grey and others were ready te 
head an msurrection, 

Your Committee having thus laid before you 
the general evidence, which convinces them 
that a desiyn was formed by persons ot distinc- 
tion, to invade these kingdoms with a foreign 
force; that being disappointed in this expecta- 
tion, they still persisted to make an attempt, 


with such officers and soldiers as could be pro-. 


eared Bute from abroad; that the late 
dake of Ormond was to have Innded for this 
se, and to have been followed by the 
retender; that arms and money were pro- 
vided, and men subsisted for this service; that 
tee snourrection was to have been begun in 
Lendon, and thence to have been extended 
ever the whole kingdom; They qill now 
proceed sore pnrriicalarly to explain the 
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several parts, which the leaders and inferior 
agents appear to have taken in conducting this 
design, as far as the same can be collected 
from the intercepted correspondence and other 
papers referred to them, and from the examina 
tions of the persons concerned, by which it 
will farther appear to the House, that the de- 
sign was constantly prosecuted im all parts, 
without any other relaxation of intermession, 
than what the necessity of their affairs, and the 
discoveries made, obliged them to, in order to 
lay their measures deeper, and to make the suc- 
cess of them more certain; and that the en- 
terprize, which was first calculated for the 
spring, was to have been afterwards put in exe- 
cution at the breaking up of the camp, with 
the help of othcers and soldiers from abrvad, if 
they could be obtained ; if not, on the strength 
of such as they hoped to be able to corrupt and 
seduce among his Majesty’s own forces. 

The leaders, in order (as it is natural to be 
lieve) to save themselves from the danger of 
legal conviction, chose to manage their corre. 
spondences by the intervention of persons of & 
meaner rank and figure, and of desperate for- 
tunes, who, they hoped, might escape the ob- 
servation of the government, being no other- 
wise considerable, than as the trust reposed in 
them made them so. 

The Committee think proper to take notice, 
that of these inferior agents, Layer appears to - 
have been principally intrusted by lord North 
and Grey and lord Orrery, and that Plunket, 
who travelled with Layer to Reme, and whose 
treasonabie practices and correspondentes sre 
closely connected with those of Layer, wites 
of himself as transacting part of bis (reasons 
with lord Orrery’s clerk, and sends frequent ac- 
counts to the Pretender’s agents abroad, of 
matters relating to the said lord. 

George Kelly, a nonjuring clergyman, st 
present, (though in the late queen’s time, the 
Committee is informed, he took the oaths to 
the government, and likewise the abjuration) 
appears to have been the person principally in- 
trusted by the bishop of Rochester, and to 
have been employed in writing for him and 
conveying letters to him, until the time that he, 
Kelly, was first taken into custody; after which 
it appears to the Committee, that Thomas 
Carte, auother nonjuring clergyman, was en- 
trusted and employed by the bishop in the 
same manner; and the Committee observe, 
that George Kelly’s correspondence has & 
close connection with that of Dennis Kelly, 
ard likewise that he appears to have been 
privy to Plunket’s and Neynoe’s transactions. 

The person employed by the duke of Nor- 
folk, in conveying letters between him and 
George Jernegan, an agent of the Pretender s 
in Flanders, they find to be Mrs. Spelman, alias 
Yallop, who hes likewise owned her conveying 
letters, in the same manner, betwecn Mr. Har- 
vey of Comb, and one Moor of Brownlow- 
street, and the said Jernegan; the Committee 
observe, that Juhn Sample acted under rane 
rection of Mr, Sempul (commonly called le 
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Sempil!) and his son at Paris, and thac he 
wrote letters to the late dake of Ormond and 
the Preteuter; but whom he transacted mat- 
ters with is England, your Committee do not 
hod, by his examination, he would declare. 

The Commitee farther observe, that this 
treasonaule correspondence extended itself into 
Scotland ; that William Erskine remitted mo- 
ney to France, for the service of the Pre- 
Lender's ineads, and had a letter under the 
late lud Marr's. hand found upon him, when 
he was taieo into custndy. That Mr. Cocran, 
how in custody, and uthers of that country, yet 
w&aowo, were concerned in the same treason- 
able correspondence, carried on under the 
jane fcuuous names and expressions that are 
male use of by several of the correspondents 
i0 Envland; and that the same cant was like- 
nse made use of, for the same purposes, by 
persous in Ireland. That all these several nego- 
tiatuous and correspondences cuncurred in one 
commoa design, of stirring up an insurrection 
ia these kingdoms, and placing the Pretender 

ou the throne. 

The Committee have thought it proper to lay 
beture the House, such particulars as occur to 
(vem relating to each of these negotiations, and 
tv begin with those of Layer and Plunket, as 
being closely connected with one another, and 
ston fot earlier than it yet appears the 
thers were, and as being likewise what the 
House thougte fit first to refer to the examina- 
tion of the Committee ; and by comparing the 
— of the papers and examinations of 
these (wo persous together, the House will be 
enabled, at one view, to form a true judgment 
of che sincenty of their confessions. 

F peters the Committee examined Mr. Layer, 
es acquainted him, that the several questions 
aes propound tu him were re- 
a ne wnting, and that, to avoid all mis- 
a ee should be so likewise; and, 
should h €Y Were reported to the House, he 
eee the perusal of thein : accordingly he 
seas MS Hest confession to the Cunmnitree, 

made several additions and alterations, 


wh ; ; ake : 
iy be taken notice of in their proper 


Mr. Layer has owned partly to a Committee 


=e Four coun before his trial, and 
relerence ad ommittee (as will appear by 
Deted to this to his several examinations an- 
Baler an unc) report) © That being bred up 
Uk, be earl € who was a nonjucor in Nor- 
Bane ee a, those principles ; that 
this and 9 a al to transact ut Venice, 
which he bad sae Wchoaten and curiosity, 
@med hin 3 ways had to see tue Pretender, 
Logiand on oe Rome ; that he sct out from 
With Joha Plnker a April, 1721, in company 
Mmetines 4 * how in custody, who went 
Pences he ao i hame of Rogers, whose ex- 

if, age Pets account of tis being useful 
he belie reg peaking Several languages. That 
Pluniet w, the time of his first acquainting 
tome moth. 'S intended journey (which was 


You, VuL fore their setling out) the suid 


ae 


Plunket, in order to maguify his services to the 
Pretender and his adherents, might write to 
general Dillon, and others of them, that be was 
going to Rome witha frend, and that his and 
his triend’s journey would be of great conse- 
quence to the Pretender’s affairs” But this 
particular he did not own till the review of his 
examination, when he found the Commitree 
were apprised that notice had been sent to 
Rome ot his journey ; for he insisted at first, 
tbat his journey to Rome was purely acci- 
dental, and not concerted with the Pretender 
or any of his agents. 

He farther owned, “ That, io their way ta 
Italy, they passed through Antwerp, and that 
Plunket there received a letter from general 
Dillon, which be shewed to Layer, directing 
them whom to apply to, on their arrival at 
Rome, to introduce them to the Pretender ;” 
and, on his reviewing bis examination, when 
he found your Committee were in possession 
of that letter, he owned, “ That Franc:s Ken- 
nedy was the person they were directed by 
Dillon to apply to.” A letter to that effect 
being found among Plunket’s papers, signed 
Dixwell, and the same being shewn by your. 
Committee, to Layer, he declared, ‘“‘ That, to 
the best of his memory and belief, it wus the 
very letter which was shewn to bim by Plunket 
at Antwerp, and affirmed by Plunket to be 
from general Dillon; that be, Layer, believes, 
Dillon goes by the names both of Dixwell and 
Digby; and that by the name of Joseph, in 
the said letter, is to be understood the Pre- 
tender. 

‘‘ That he and Plunket arrived at Rome the 
latter end of May, 1721, and that after he had 
been a day at Kome, he sent to Francis Ken- 
nedy, secretary to the Pretender, to let him . 
know he should be glad to see him, and to 
renew acquaintance with him.” 

Being asked, when and where he first became 
acquainted with Francis Kennedy, he said, 
“¢ That Kennedy has a brother, secretary to the 
late duke of Ormond, with which brotber he 
had some acquaintance ; and he thinks he bas 
formerly been in Francis Kennedy's company 
at London along with the orher brother, but as 
to this particular he cannot be positive.” This 
is what he said relating to Kennedy at his first 
examination, and your Commitiee otserved 
by his beliaviour, that he was under dithculties 
how to account for his applying to Kennedy, 
not having owned, at that time, that he bad 
any directions so to do, and beng willing to 
have your Committee believe, that his journey 
was notknown of at Rome; but after Plunket’s 
examination, being uncertain what Plunket 
might have confessed, he thought it proper to 
be more open npon this head, though contras 
dicting in some measure his own former Cone 
tession. He farther said, “ That upon his 
-ending to Francis Kennedy, as above, the 
said Kennedy came to his lodgings, which at 
the same time he said he was surprised at, it 
being in the face of all the English gentlemen; — 
but that Kennedy told him he needed nut be . 
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uneasy at his coming to his lodgings openly, 
sluce he frequented the company of all the 
English gentlemen that came to Rome, without 
disunction ; tuat at the first visit he de-ired 
Kennedy to introduce him to the Pretender, 
which he promised tu du. That Kennedy came 
to hin again the next night, aud promised to 
iutruduce him to the Pretender privately in an 
evening, so that nobody should be able to 
prove his having Leen there.” on 

And when he reviewed his exan.ination, 
being asked by your Committce, whether he 
knew of any ietier to Plunket, on their ficst 
comingto Rome, and beng asked it ia such 
a inanner, as let hin unuerstand, that they 
knew from whom it came, and by wloin it 
was writ, then, and not ull then, Le owned, 
“That he believed Kennedy detivered to 
Plunket a letter, under the Pretender’s own 
hand, when Kennedy and Plunket were alone 
together ; for the next morning, as he, Layer, 
was in bed, ina room next adjoming to thot 
where Plunket lodged, Plutket came to bis 
bedside, and told him withsceming satistuction, 
that Le got a letter under the king's (meaning 
the Fretender’s) own hiand, Luc that Kennedy 
never said one word of this letter to him, 
Layer, That Plunket shewed hin, Laver, the 
sad letter, the whole of which he believes to 
have bee» writ in the same hand in which the 
blank receipts taken amonyst his p»pers at Mrs. 
Mason’s are signed, which he believes to be 
the Pretender’s own hand. That the substance 
of the letter was, that the bearer, Francis Ken- 
nedy, would introduce Plunket to the Pre- 
tender. Ele said, he could not be positive, 
whether it was-satd in that letter, that Kennedy 
would iatroduce Plunket only, or whether he 
himself was mentioned likewise to be intro- 
duced by Kennedy. ‘Phat Plunket told him he 
saw the Pretender the night beiore Layer was 
introduced to him.” : 

This original letter has since been delivered 
to your Committee, with the depositions re- 
Jauirg to it, by which it appears thac Plunket 
delivered it with other papers to one Mary 
Fagban about Michaelmas last, which was near 
the time of Layer’s being taken up; it is 
dated Thursday morning, signed Janes RX. and 
directed to Mr. Plunket, aud is iu the tullowing 
words : ah 

“¢ This is only to direct you not to mention 
any thing of business to any body ull [ have 
seen you. I have not much leisure to-nighr, 
expecung visits; but however [ shall be glad 
to see you alone, and avree with you the most 
private way and manner fur your companion 
and me tu ineet. The beure-, Fr. Kennedy, 
will bring you very privately to my house to- 
bight about eight o’clock, 

6 For Mr. Plunket. James R.” 

Your Committee observe froin this letter, as 
well as from other papers before them, what a 
degree of trust and confidence Plunket was 
admitted to, (notwithstanding he woold en- 
deavour by his present appearance to make it 
svem incredible) and perceive likewise by this 
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letter, that his and Layer’s journey to Rome 
hud been represented to the Pretender as an 
allair of souwe Importance. 

Layer farther suid, “* That Kennedy, in his 
secund visit, appointed him to meet tim end. 
Colonel Haye in the square betore the Pre- 
tender’s louse at ten the next night: that be 
met them there, aud that they conducted him 
up a pairof back stairs to the Pretender.” 

Leuiore the Committee proceed to give an 
account of the conversation which Layer says 
he had with the Pretender, they think % proper 
to observe, that among Plunket’s papers were 
fourd two foul draughts of letters, which are 
ssorn to be Plunket’s hand: writing, which give 
some lizht to the occasion of bis and Layer’s - 
journey to Home ; the firstis without date or 
direction, but appears evidently by the matter 
to have been writ to the same person and about 
the same time as the second, which is dated 
the 22nd of Marcl, 1721, (about ten days 
Letore his and Layer’s setting out) and directed 
to Mr. Jackson, which nameis fuund in a 
cypher amorg Plunket’s papers, and sworn 
likewise to be his hand-writing to denote the 
Pretender. 

In the first of these foul draughts are these 
woids: ‘* There is one that sets out from Nor 
fulk ia few days to let you know they’ (that 
is the Tanners, which he explained to Layer to 
mean the Tories) will stand by you on occasion 5 
he only stays for me, and otters to bear my ex- 
pences; so that T shail wait on you, and have 
the satisfsction to tell you by word of mouth 
what wil be acceptable. [He carries The List 
with him; no doubt on it you may have many 
such now.” 

In the Letter to Jackson of the 22d of March 
are these words: “ Thegentieman J mentioned 
to you formerly, is come out of the country 
with instructions to wait on you, and tender 
you their service. He otters to bear my ex- 
pences.” 

From these passages compared with the Let- 
ter received by Plunket, from Dillon, at Ant- 
werp,in which [Duillon says, “ [ havesent Joseph 
advice of your journey, in which [ wish you and 
your companion, though unknown, all happi- 
ness ;” and then directs him to apply to Ken- 
nedy, at Josepl’s house, for introduction 5 aud 
compared likewise with the Pretender’s ktrer 
to Plunket, in which he directs him not to 
mention any thing of business to any body, till 
Le hud seen him alone, in order to agree with 
him the most private way and manner for 
meeting his companion: it eppears to your 
Committee to be the must evident, that Layee 
did not undertake so long and expcnsive a 
Journey, on uncertain prospects of private bu- 
siness, or out of mere curiosity; but that his 
journey was concerted with the Pretender’s 
friends at home, and notified to the Pretender 
and his agents abroad, and that he carried over 
with him tenders of service to the Pretender 
from persons in Enveland, as likewise a List of 
naines, which was of such importance, and so 
well understood and expected at Rome, as to 


ry 


Wy ~—SCPARL. HISTORY, 9 Georce I. 1723.—relating to the Conspirdcy.. [118 - 


be mentioned by Plunket in one of his letters 
tothe Pretender, without any other description, 
than barely that of The List. 

The Committee thought this observation the 
more Necessary to be premised, because Layer 
did of himself oven to them bis giving to the Pre- 
reader alst of names, and the Pretender’s ask- 
ing him, ata second interview, what he had to 
say in relation to bis List ; but yet endeavoured 
to explain that affair, in such a manner as your 
Committee apprehend to be no ways consistent 
mith Piunket’s foul draughts above-mentioned, 
nor with the expectations that seem to have 
been raised in the Pretender and his agents, 
from Layer’s and Plunket’s journey. 

Layer told your Commitiee, “ That on his 
being introduced to the Pretender, by Ken- 
nedy and Haye, as above-menticned, the Pre- 
tender asked him the occasion of bis coming, 
and whether be had any credentials from peo- 
ple in England ; that he answered, nothing but 

tariesity, and a desire of pating my duty to 
your majesty, has broucht me hither; that the 
Pretender asked him, what lords he was ac- 
yoainted with? To which he answered, none 
but sech as he was concerned with in the way 
of his profession; that the Pretender again ex- 
pressed himself surprised at his having no cre- 
dentials mor recommendations from any person 
in England, and said, this journey must have 
deen very expensive to you, I believe it cannot 
cost you less than 500/. To which he answered, 
That a private affair, which brought him to 
Veniee, wonald have defrayed the expence, if it 
bad succeeded, but that being disappointed in 
that, his inclination drew him on to Rome, to 

yhis dety to the Pretender, which he had 

ag had in his thought, so took this opportu- 
mty of doing it; that one Plunket, who was 
now in Rome with him, had often told him, 
tharhe need nut fear being introduced, or to 
thateffect ; that the Pretender said, be believed, 
that Plunket was a very honest man, and as 
proper a person as Layer could have had for a 
companion.” i a 

The Committee observe, that what is here 
said concerning the Pretender’s good-opinion of 
Pionket, and Plunket’s having given assurances 
to Layer, of his being introduced, was not men- 
toned by Layer, till after Plunket had been 
examined 


Layer farther said, that the Pretender again 
tepeated his surprise at his having no recom- 
wendation from any person in England; but 
ead, } am informed by Francis Kennedy, who 
knows yon, that you havea good character, and 
for that reason you are welcome without any 
credentials. Yet your Committee observe, 
they Dr. Blackerby Fairfax, an intimate ac- 
@auntance of Layer's, has deposed upon oath, 
“ That Layer, since bis retarn from Rome, told 
hon, that while he was in private audience with 
the Pretender, a Scotch colonel broke in upon 
: upon which the Pretender took bim into 
enter room: and that he, Layer, did there 
tt as credentials to the Pretender. 
Layer wld the Committee, “That the Pre- 


tender, after the discourse above-mentioned, 
asked him what county he was of,.and what 
gentlemen he knew; that he answered he was 
of Norfolk, and knew all the Tory gentlemen 
of that country; that the Pretender asked him 
if he could reco'lect their names, and put them 
down in writing; to which he answered, he 
could easily do that, having brought with him 
me noraundums of their names; that accordingly, 
he drew up a fair list of the Tory gentlemen of 
Norfolk, and gave the said list to the Pretender 
at a second interview, thinking it would be 
agreeable to him. That the Pretender then 
asked him, whether he would see the queen, 
meaning his spouse, and promised she should 
admit him to kiss her hand.” 

“ That about three weeks or a month after, 
Francis Kennedy and colonel Haye, appointed 
hin to meet them at the same place and time 
as before, and introduced him to the Pretender 
and hts spouse; that the Pretender then called 
him to him, and asked him, whether he had any 
thing to say in relation to his list; that he an- 
swered, he forgot something whicb he had to 
communicate to his majesty ; that the Preten- 
der said, his wife would go out of the room pre- 
sently, and snon after spoke to her in Italian, 
to withdraw, as he believes. That the Preten- 
der then asked him, what he had to fay; to 
which he replied, I have nothing so material to 
offer as ought to have procured me this great 
honoar and indulgence; but if there be any 
service on earth I can do, I am most ready: 
that the Pretender said, what can you do? 
have you any acquaintance? to which he re- 
plicd, that all the persons mentioned in his list 
were intirely devoted to the Pretender’s interest, 
and alfthe gentlemen in England the same, ex- 
cept those in places of profit and trust, and that 
all parties were united in his interest. That the — 
Pretender then asked him, what the gentlemen 
were whose names were on his list: to which 
he answered, they were all Tories, and that he 
had not put down any of the Roman Catholics 
of Norfolk, of whom there were several, men 
of estates, That the Pretender said, he be- 
lieved the people of England were generally | 
well inclined to his cause, and pretty well con- 
vinced of their error; and then spoke of the dis- 
contents occasioned by the South-Sea scheme.” 

The Committee observe, that in the cypher, 
which Layer received from sir William Ellis; 
the names of several Norfolk gentlemen are 
inserted, who they think it probable made a 
part of the list delivered by Layer to ‘the Pre- 
tender ; but ‘at the same time they think ita 


justice due to those gentlemen, to observe, that 


Layer has owned to the Committee, that, in 
order to magnify the number of the Pretender’s 
friends, he did in several of the lists found 
among his papers, insert the names of persons, 
as' well affected to the Pretender’s service, 
without having the least authority from them 
for 60 doing; and his faise assertion to the Pre- 
tender, that all the gentlemen in England, ex- 
cept those in places of profit and trust, were 
intirely devoted to his interest, shews, that he 
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made no distinction between the innocent and 
tue guilty. 

He next acquainted the Committee, . That 
after the discuu:se beforementioned with’ the 
Pretender in relation to the list, the Pretender 
commended his zeal, and told him, be might 
dependon any service hecoul't do him. That 
he, Layer, then desired some token, by which 
he might obtain credit among the Pretender’s 
friends of the nobility in Jngland, and ob- 
tained that of the Pretender and his spouse’s 
answering tor his child 5” which the Committee 
avoid repeating, the account he gave them 
agreeing with that printed in histrial. Te said 
‘* That upon his desiring a letter to the 
duchess of Ormond, for her representing the 
Pretender's spouse, colonel Haye told him no 
letter could be sent by him, but that care 
would be taken the duchess should stand. 
That he likewise gave him a message to the 
duchess, to this effect, that the duke of Or- 
suond was well, and gone to Madrid, ty which 
he told him, she would understand the business 
he caine about. 

‘© That he returned to England about the 
end of August or beginning of September 
17 21, and waited on the ducl.ess with his re 
quest, adding, that he huped she was not alto- 
gcthera stranger to that af#air; to which she 
returned him no- particular answer, but pro- 
mised to stand god-mother, as he desired. 

* That he then made application to lord 
_ Orrery to stand with her, by Thompson, whom 
he took to be her chaplain, and by Swortfeyyer, 
lord Orrery’s secretary, who understood that 
lord Orrery was desired to represent the Pre- 
tender ; that the said lord sent to the duchess 
to know whether she stood, who answered that 
she did; yet lord Orrery refused ; but upon 
farther acquaintance, and hearing that lord 
North and Grey had consented to stand, he 
sent for Layer, and made excuses to him for 
this refusal. That he made use of this creden- 
tialto lord Orrery, to induce bin to converse 
freely with him in relatiun to the Pretender’s 
affairs; having heard that the said lord was in 
the Pretender’s interest. 

‘That upon his being refused by lord Orrery, 
he made his application to lord North and 
“Grey, as mentioned in his trial. who stood, 
knowing, as he believes, that he stoud for the 
Pretender. ‘Chat this transaction was the be- 
ginning of his intimacy with lord North and 
G.ey. 

‘That the first conversation he had with 
lord North relating to the Pretender’s affairs, 
was soon after the christening; that he then 
asked lord North, whether nothing could be 
undertaken in the Preténder’s favour, his lord- 
ehip being amilitary man. That his Jordship 
replied, he believed the Pretender had friends 
enough, if they did but understand one ano- 
ther; thatthe army in general, and most of 
the half pay otticers, were weilinclined to the 
Pretender, 

- © Thatin July last, he, Layer, going down 
to Noriolk on the circuit, calied on lord North 
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at Epping, and agnin at his return; that he 
then asked the said lord again, whether nothing 
could be done, in favour of the Pretender; 
that the lord North said, how can any thing 
be done, while so great a body of forces is 
encamped under the very walls of London, be- 
sides the encampments in other parts of the 
kingdom ? That Layer told hin, he found most 
of the gentlemen in Norfolk that were tories 
before, jacobites now; that lord Nurth and 
Grey said, it was the same in other counties, 
but that nothing could be done tll the camp 
should break up. That upon Layer’s pressing 
Linn to know whether any scheme was formed, 
lord North said, what does your friend lord 
Orrery think of things? that he answered, 
lord Orrery was of opinion, nothing could be 
done without a foreign force; that lord Nortb 
and Grey replied, I cannut be of bis opinion, 
I believe the people of England may do it of 
themselves. 

“ ‘That Layer, visiting him during the vaca- 
tion, and staying two or three days at lus house, 
continued to press him about torming a scheme; 
thatlord North replied, we suldiers do not 
trouble ourselves much about schemes, be you 
gniet, something will be done.” And at his 
examiuation betore the lords, he owned, “ That 
lord North and Grey said, if there be a rising, 
you shall not want men, or money, or arms.” 

Layer farther gave your Committee an ac- 
count of his becoming acquainted with Lynch, 
and of bis carrying him to lord North and 
Grey, upon Lynch’s telling bin that he had 
something to propose to the said lord, that 
might be of great service to the Pretender’s 
cause. But in giving an account of what 
passed between Lynch and him at the Green 
Man, your Committee observed, that Layer 
took great pains to shew, that he did not com= 
municate any papers to Lynch till after dinner; 
and that he then only shewed him memoran- 
dums, transcribed out of the prince of Oranges 
declaration, though Lynch hus deposed apou 
oath, that mention was made, in that paper, 0 
lord Cadoyan’s being seized aud remaining 10 
the custody of the conspirators. __ 

He owned to your Committee his having Gen 
ried Lynch to lord Cadugan’s, but said, “he wage 
thither only in relation to the purchase OF ee 
estate; that while they were waiting there ee 
room next the garden, Lynch viewed the aS 
den and house, and suid, I can easily se1ze Pad 
this general; but he denied their bare said 
any previous discourse to this purpose, or “he 
the proposal grose from Lynch, andt r; his 
Layer, was mad enough to make it part 0 
scheme.” 

He snid, “¢ That when Lynch and pene 
lord North and Grey’s, his lordstup honest 
wha.Lynch was; that he said, he was seu : 
gentleman, recommended by a particular ioe 
that his lordship said, I wonder ae pe 
bring him ; you know I am not easy 4 North 
befure strangers; that however lord d after 
and Grey entertained Lynch civilly, age in 
supper inquired of him, whether he 
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thearny; to which Lynch answered, that he 
was bred up to merchandize, but had been 
withthe Pretender in Scotland, and had the 
command of a ship under the king of Spain in 
the descent on Scotland; and enlarged much 
on his loyalty and zeal for the Pretender: but 
that lord North waved the discourse.” 

“That not long after, Lynch came down 
againto lord North aol Grey’s to Epping, 
while Layer was there a shooting, and was 
civilly received by his lordship; and that after 
he was gone, Layer making apologies for 
Lynch's intruding, lord North and Grey said 
Lynch was a goud honest fellow, and had ev- 
tertained them with several merry stories.” 

Tne Committee observed, that Layer in re- 

latiug what passed while Lyuch was at lord 
Norih’s, took so much pains to shew that lord 
North and Grey could have no private discourse 
with Lynch, that he left no room for the said 
ford North’s baving had any private discourse 
with him, Layer, which is yet inconsistent with 
his examination taken before the lords, as well 
as with his coufession to your committee; in 
another part of which he owns, that while 
Lynch was at lord North’s, he, Layer, shewed 
lurd North some part of his scheme or heads 
relating to a declaration, as he was walking 
with him in the garden: and that they had 
some discourse upon it. 

Thev observe likewise, that what. he owned 
to the Committee 10 relation to his introducing 
Lynch to lord North and Grey, falls very short 
of what he confessed to the lords of the council 
onthe same subject, previously to his trial ; 
far‘ he «ben said, “ That Lynch having 
told him be would seize Jord Cadogan, 
he carried Lynch to lord North and Grey’s, and 
recommeaded him as a proper person for such 
an attempt: that he had before-hand proposed 
to lord North and Grey the carrying Lynch to 
bm; that bis lordship made a difficulty of see- 
mg him, but that he, Layer, insisted on Lynch’s 
being an honest man, fitto be employed in an 
insurrection for the Pretender, saying Lynch 
would doany thing his lordship would have 
bun, if there should bea rising; that he was 
tito be sent with a party to seize any particu- 
lar derson, and that Lynch was impatient to 
see his lordship, Layer having told him, that his 
lordship was at the head of those designs.” 

Layer farther acquainted your Committee, 
“Yhat during his stay at Lord North and 
Grey's at Epping, in the vacation, he again 
pressed hislordship to bring matters to some 
issue in favour of the Pretender; saying if 
something be not done speedily, we shall all 
betaken up: that his lordship replied, is. not 
the camp there still ? If you can find some ex- 
pedient, it would be well, it is more thanI can 
9: that Layer said it was his opinion some- 
Wing might be done even during the encamp- 
ment, and in order to discover whether lord 

North and Grey and lord Orrery had any 

schene uf their own, he drew up ascheme him- 

»uud having so done, lodged it with Mrs. 
Mason, the day before be was taken up. That 
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he intended to have communicated this scheme 
to lord. North and Grey and lord Orrery ; ‘that 
he had some discourse with George Wilson, 
Dr. Marphey, and others, on the subject of it, 
before it was drawn up.” Being asked, who those 
others were, he said, “ He could recollect nu 
one else hut one who called hunself serjeant 
White, whom he saw in company with Dr, 
Murphey at a tavern, and inquired of him, 
how far some parts of his scheme were practi. 
cable.” 

Being asked whether he had shewn this 
scheme to any body, he said, ‘‘ He did shew the 
heads of it to lord North and Grey, as he was 
walking with him in the garden; and his lord- 
ship suid, all was impracticable during the en- 
campmnent: but that be never shewed his 
scheme to any body ; after it was drawn up 
in the form in which it was left with Mrs. Ma- 
son ;” which last part of his answer, the Com- 
mittee observe, may be eyasive, since by his. 
own account, as soon as he had drawn it up in 
that form, he lodged it with Mrs. Mason, and 
the day after was taken into custody. 

The Committee farther take notice, that the 
accounts he gave when he was questioned before 
the lords, whether he had shewn this scheme to 
any body, are inconsistent and contradictory. 

For in some parts of that examination, he 
says, “ Lord North and Grey would not hear 
of any thing tll the camp was broke up ;_ that 
the said lord would not see his scheme; that 
the said lord said, he might keep his heads and 
his schemes to himself, tor there was nothing 
to be done, that the said lord said there was 
time enough for forming a scheme ;” and yet 
in another part of the same examination, he 
says, ‘“* Lord North didnot dislike a scheme 
in general, but disapproved his scheme.” 

Your Committee beg leave to make the fole 
lowing observations on these passages, witha 
design to shew the insincerity and inconsisten- 
cy of Layer’s confessions, and withort presume 
ing to draw from them any other conclusions, 
_ First, That if what Layer said, was true, lord 
North must have perused and examived Layer’s 
scheme ; since a man that did not dislike a 
scheme in general, could not he said to disape, 
prove any particularschemme, unless he had first - 
considered and examined it. 

The Committee observe farther, that the 
scheme itself dees nut appear drawn up by & 
man of Layer's proféssion, assisted only, as he 
would insinuate, by Murphey a doctor of phy- 
sic, Wilsoua surgeon, and -White a serjeant; 
and they cannot but think it.very extraordinary 
that this scheme, drawn mp.in August or Sep- 
tember, should have so great an affinity with the 
paper of resolutions for the digging up the arms, 
&c. mentioned above, which was drawn up the 
April before, and yet that Layer should have 
had no sight of that paper, nor have received 
Instructions or assistance, from any persens, 
who were privy to those resolutions, which he 
bas declared to the Committee he had not, 
and the Committee are farther confirmed, that 
the sche.we was not drawn up by himself, from 
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a particularity cootained in’ a deposinon 
of Dr. Blackerby Fairtax, who has sworn, 
that being for four or five years past employed 
in reading civil Jaw and French to the said 
Layer, he recollects that Layer once asked him 
the meaning of the French Motto, since prefix- 
ed to his scheme in these words; * Audefant de 
‘Ja force il faut emplover la ruse ;° and that 
upon Fairfax’s explaining it to bim, Layer said 
it had been explitned to hin in the same man- 
ner by others. Neither dves the scheme ap- 
peardrawn up at a venture, or merely witha 
view of engaging the Pretender’s friends in the 
execution of tls, orsome other scheme of their 
own, as Layer would insinuate; but several 
passages in it, compared with his other papers, 
make it probable, that the otticers, serjeants, 
soldiers, and arms, mentioned in the scheme, 
were first engaged and prepared, and then the 
said scheme drawn up, for employing in the 
best manner pussible such a force as had been 
80 prepared. 

This appears by comparing these words in the 
third paragraph ot his seheme (** And as there 
is eight serjeants, viz. three of the first regi- 
ment of toot guards, three of the second, and 
two of the third, all ready at an hour's warning 
to abey orders”) with two of his papers taken 
with his scheme at Mrs. Masun’s, viz. That 
which contains a list of thirteen serjeants of the 
guards, and another paper of Layer’s hand 
writing, which contains eleven of these 
thirteen serjeants names, and eight of those 
eleven serjeants have marks set against 
their names; so that it may be concluded 
from tence, that Layer had been able 
to engage but eizht of the said thirteen ser- 
jeants; and thereforein his scheme he men- 
tions no more than eight serjeants. 

The traty of this observation farther appears, 
by comparing Layer's said examination of the 
Ast of October, with the fourth paragraph of 
his scheme ; for in that examination he says 
that George Wilson had assured him, that 200 
of the soldiers in the camp had been spoken to 
and were ready ;_ and therefore Laver, in the 
fourth paragraph of his scheme, mentions only 
200 soldiers to be ready, and gives every one of 
his eight serjeants the command of 25 of the 
said 200 men. From whence it may be con- 
cluded, that the officer that was to seize the 
Tower, and the arms for executing the scheme, 
were also in a reaciness. 

It is farther remarkable, that Layer intended, 
as he owned to your Committee, to communi- 
eate this scheme in its present furm, to lord 
North and Grey and Jord Orrery ; and yet 
several principal parts of it are not explained 
as things new, but referred to as matters al- 
ready known and understood by the persons 
that were to see it, which could only be by 
previous consultations on that subject: for in- 
stance ;' 

In the fizst paragraph it is said, “ Let the 
general and only one otticer of note in the camp 
agreeupon a day for execution,” which must 
have appeared a must absurd beginning to any 
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body that had not had some previousdiscourse 
or notice, of several officers in the camp en- 
gaged in the desizn; and the same observation 
will hold, with respect to the paragraphs «here 
arins are mentioned as provided; which shews, 
at least, that Laver believed thoce persons thot 
were to see bits scheme, had heard of arms that 
were provided. . 

In the third paragraph, George Wilson is 
named in such a inanner, as makes it probable 
he was already known to those who were to 
havea sight of this scheme; and the Con- 
mittee observe that Luyer confessed to the 
lords that be had told lord North and Grey, 
that Wilson was a fellow who had served in 
the army, had a general acquaintance, and 
was fit to be employed if his lordsiip would 
make use of him; to which the saidlord re- 
plied, that when he had occasion he would em- 
ploy tim. 

In the thirteenth paragraph of the scheme 
itis said, ‘ Let the general order four of the 
hali-pay captains,” without any further de- 
scription ; which shews that Layer thought 
those to whom his scheme was to be commu- 
nicated, knew already of half pay officers that 
were engaged, agreeable to what lord North 
and Grey had told him that most of the half- 
pay officers were well inclined. 

In the nineteenth paragraph he allots part 
of the execution of the design, to the Duke’s 
bargemen, without any other addition ; which 
is a manner of expression no one would have 
used ina paper to be shewn to persons, who 
were intire strangers to the affair. 

Layer being in the course of his exantina- 
tion desired by the Committee, to explain, by 
what services or merit on his part, the shyness, 
which he would have it believed, the Pretender 
expressed towards him at his first coming to 
Rome, and the little acquaintance he then had 
with persons of distwiction at home in the Pre- 
tender’s interest, Came soon after to be changed 
into so great a degree of confidence both at 
Rome and here that he should be trusted with 
negouating blank receipts under the Pretender’s 
own band for unlimited sums;. he told the 
Committee, that during his stay at Rome he 
contracted a friendship with sir William Elis, 
who is a servant of the Pretender’s, and that 
at his leaving Rome he settled a correspond- 
ence by cypher with the said Ellis, and ac- 
quainted him from time to time how the Pre- 
tender’s atfairs went on here; but the Com- 
mittee observe, that this general answer does 
by no means account for the terms of thauk- 
fulness and respect, with which Ellis writes to 
him from the Pretender ; nor lay a sufficient 
foundation for his being admitted to so par- 
ticular a trust. He said that in the course of 
his correspondence he writ to Ellis, that be had 
got acquainted with Burford and Symms (by 
the first of which names he meant lord Orrery, 
and by the latter Jord North and Grey) and 
that if he had but blank receipts under the 
king’s (meaning the Pretender’s) own hand, he 
believed he could raise a considerable sum of 
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money upon them, and put the Pretcnder’s af- 
fy mageat forwardness, by engaging a cun- 
sderable part of the king’s army im the Pre- 
leader's interest, with (he money so raised. 
Thathedid not name any particular som to 
Lis, but hoped bimself to have raised 20,0007. 
by this method. He said he received from 
Ells only theten receipts taken among his pa- 
persat Mn. Mason’s; that he received them 
Mt different times by the pnst; and that the 
drs of tem came to his hands the latter end 
of July last, He said farther, he intended to 
hare ined to put off these receipts among the 
Nook Gentlermen named in the list which he 
pore tothe Precender; but that he never had 
ile toanyof them on this subject, nor re- 
d any assurance from them. 
Being asked boy the Committee whether he 
shewo these receipts to any other persons, 
orhad bad any cliscourse with any body about 
rasing money thas way, he said he believed he 
bd mentioned ao lord North and Grey and 
ltd Orrery, bis baving such receipts in his pos- 
stn: and thas the said lords told him, they 
beiered they would be of little use, for that 
Mople would scusce venture to keep such re- 
cepts by then, of to have them in their cus- 
dv ; or words to that effect. 
he Committee take notice that when he 
ms exainined before the lords, he prevaricated 
m relation to the cypher received from sir 
Wikam Ellis, which he said was an old evper, 
"use before the Preston Rebellion; but be- 
ug shewn the names of several persons in that 
Cypher, with the addition of their employments 
"bch they did not enjoy at the time of ‘that 
Rtellion, nor some of them till very lately, he 
"ud that he applied to Plunket, for such names 
¥erenot inthe old cypher; though the Com- 
witee observe, that the whole cypher is in the 
zie hand with the letters he owned he receiv- 
¢d fom Ellis, and that the persons designed by 
'€ employments are not added or interlined, 
lut placed in their alphabetical order in the body 
‘tthe cypher. Being asked by the Com 
Mtteey whether he hed seen or knew of any 
Sher cyphers, he answered in the negative ; 
jet they observe that in the letter from sir Wil- 
ha Fis dated the Ist of October, he ts desired 
mmake use of a patiern of lace of Mrs. Kinders, 
‘wtichname he owned to the lords tormean Mrs. 
Hushes, nurse to the Pretender’s child) sir Wil- 
‘um having lost or mislaid his own. Now the 
mod pattern in Ellis’s cypher, denotes cut pa- 
Pet, which shews that Layer was privy to ano- 
cypher of that kind im use among the Pre- 
lender's agents | ae 
lkewise denied bis knowing any fictitious 
meesmade use of by the Pretender or his 
wens for carrying on their correspondences, 
Acept those mentioned in his examinations be- 
ais lords ; yet afterwards, upon being ask- 
: "ithe Comroittee, who was meant by Joseph 
‘Dillon's letter to Plunket, be confessed that 
Joseph was one of the names mide 
we ol denote the Pretender. 
Committee farther observe, that the ac- 
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counts he has given do by no means clear up 
several passages in sir William Ellis’s letters, 
particularly one tm the letter of the 30th of Ja- 
nuaory, in which Ellis says, ‘ That Layer having 
read over several times the paper he shewed: 
him, and having a good memory, Ellis does not 
think it necessary to send a copy of it.” 

Layer being questioned by the Committee 
about the lists of names taken at Mrs. Ma- 
son's, says he employed Geurge Wilson and 
Dr. Murphey to inquire into the characters of 
officers and soldiers ; and that he received most 
of the hsts from Wilson, who told him, he 
believed if the late duke of Ormond were to 
come over, and lord Cadogan were shot, the 
soldiers mentioned in those lists, would readily 
join Ormond in favour of the Pretender. 

That Wilson made most of the marks, 
against the names, to explain what men might 
or might not be confided in ; from which cir- 
cumstance your Committee observe, that there 
were persons in those lists, whom the Pre- 
tender’s friends could not confitein. He told 
the Committee, that Roath or Roach in the 
list No. 15. against whose name. is set 1,000, 
is one whom he doesnot know, bat that Mur- 
phey told hin the said Roath or Roach was a 
person of yreat interest in Staffordshire, and 
able to raise’ 1,000 men. That the paper 
No. 11. at the bottom of which is writ * In- 
quire of North and Grey,” as a memorandum 
for inquiring of the said lord whether he knew 
cornet Redding in the service abroad. 

Being shewn the two listsendorsed Briquett’s 
list, and lord Yarmouth’s list, he says Briquett’. 
is an eminent tobacconist m the city, that 
the said tevo lists only contain names of a jory” 
for arelation’s cause, but that he intendedto shew _ 
those two lists to lord Orrery and lord North 
and Grey, 9s. containing an account of men to 
be raised tur the Pretender’s service, iu order 
to magnify to those lords the number of the 
Pretender’s friends. e 

Being asked by the Cotnmittee, what was th 
occasion of his taking away his papers from: 
Mrs. Mason’s, when he went down to Epping, 
and what papers he at that time took out; he 
said he only took out a paper containing a 
transcript of the prince of Orange’s declara- 
tion, and some other memorandum papers. He 
farther added, that he was to have gone to lord 
North and Grey's to dinner the day that he 
was taken up, and that he sent his servant to 
the said lord’s, to let him know he was arrest- 
ed for High Treason, that his lordship might 
not be surprised at his not coming, and like- 
wise that his lordship might provide for his own — 
security; and before the lords he said, that he 
thought it reasonable to send this notice to lord 
North and Grey, apprehending that the go- 
vernment would seize the said lord immediately, 
on account of what had passed between his’ 
lordship and him, 

It appears to your Committee, that lord 
North and Grey did, in pursuance of this mes- 
sage from Layer, endeavour to provide for his 
own secarity, by making bis escape. Layer 
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sent that message to lord North and Grey on 
Tuesday the 18th of September, the day that 
he was taken into custody; aud Hugh Floyd, 
his lordship’s servant, who attended him to 
Portsmouth, has declared, that lord North and 
Grey came to town from Epping on Wednes- 
day the 19th of September (which was the day 
after his receiving this message from Layer.) 
That his lordship did not gu to his own house, 
but to the King’s Arms tavern in Paul's Church- 
yard and there dismissed hin, Floyd, with 
orders to ineet him at four in the morning on 
the Friday following, over againse St. Jaines’s 
Church in Picadilly. That bis lordship came 
at the time and place appointed, in a hired 
coach and six, without servants, and ordered 
the coachman to drive ou to Kensingtun, and 
then to Brentford, and so on from town to 
town, aod bid him, Hugh Floyd, have nothing 
to say to any body, nor take any notice that he 
was travelling with his lordship; so that in the 
whole journey to Portsmouth, be remerobered 
no town but Kensington, Breutford and Egham. 
' That the second morning his lordship proceeded 
on his journey, with hired saddle horses, with- 
out bovts, with a guide, and several other 
minute circumstances, which may be seen in 
the examination of Ilugh Floyd, and others, in 
relation to his lordship’s journey to the Isle of 
Wight, and to the mauner of bis endeavouring 
to,escape trom thence; which serve to shew 
the precipitancy of his lordship’s Aigbt, and of 
what importance he thought it to take advan- 
tage as soon as possible of the notice given him 
by Layer. 

Layer being asked by the Committee from 
whom he received the names found in his own 
hand-writing among his papers, viz. 

Digby - - - Dillon 

Regent - - Steele 

Wiggs - - ‘Waggs 


Orrery - - Burford 
Tories - - Tanners 
Rogers - - Plunket 


said, the names of some persons whom he had 
occasion to mention in his letters to sir William 
Ellis, not being inserted in the cypher he had 
from Ellis, be applied to Plunket now in cus- 
tody, to know by what names he should denote 
those persons, and that Plunket gave him the 
six fictitious names above-mentioned; which 
names the Committee find frequently repeated 
in Plunket’s letters and papers. Being asked 
if Plunket ever explained to him who were 
meant by Burford’s club (an expression which 


is often used by Plunket in his Jetters to Dillon, 


as will be observed in its place) he said, that 
Plunket bad told bim, it was an appclilation 
made use of by the Pretender and his ageuts, 
to denote a club of Tory Lords and others, of 
which club lord Orrery was Chairman. That 
Plunket had nawed to him several persons of 
distinction, as members of that club, whose 
Dames Layer repeated tu the Committee, as 
contained in his examination, annexed to this 
report. But the Committee think it a justice 
due to several of the persons named by Layer, 
to observe that the matters asserted of Bur- 
— ford’s club in Plunket’s letters, seem utterly in- 
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consistent with the known characters of some of 
those persons. 

Layer being asked by the Committee, whe- 
ther he ever was employed by Plunket to trans- 
act business with this or any other club, iu 
Plunket’s absence (which appears to the Come 
mittee to be asserted in one of Plunket’s let- 
ters) he absolutely denied at, but admitted that 
he went often to visit lord Orrery, and had fre- 


task conversations with him relating cto the - 


retender’s affairs, and the necessity of foreign 
assistance. And that Mr. Swortfegger, lord 
Orrery’s secretary, came. to him once and told 
him, that lord Orrery bad left a note in writing, 
that if Layer came to town, he should come 
down to lord Orrery’s in the country ; which 
invitation he understood to be with an inten- 
tion of their discoursing more at leisure about 
the Pretender’s affairs, having never had any 
business with lord Orrery in the way of his pro- 
fessioo, nor any other private business, that 
could give occasion to such a message ; but 
that he did not go down at that ume. 

The Committee observe, that a paper of 
Memorauduins was taken in the book-case of 
Swortfegger, secretary to lor ’ Orrery, which he 
declared to the furds on his examination, to be 
lord Orrery’s own writing, in which this message 
to Layer is contained, and Swortfegger owned, 
that he delivered this message to Luyer, and 
that he had sometumes seen Layer at bis lurd- 
ship's house. 

Laver being shewn by the Committee a let- 
ter taken among his papers sigued J. Plunker, 
and dated the 8th of November 1720, owned 
that he received that letter in Norfolk from 
Plunket now in custody; that xt relates to the 
Pretender’s affairs; that. by Plunket’s friend in 
the said letter is meant, as he believes, Dillon; 
and by bis Law-suit, the Pretender’s cause ; 10 
which sense the Committee find the word Law- 
suit frequently made use of in others of the nm 
tercepted letters. Layer farther owned, that 
Plunket gave his wife a letter of recommenda- 
tion to general Dillon, when she went to Paris, 
which letter was signed Rogers. 

Being asked by the Committee, whether 
Plunket bad any conferences with the Preten- 
der or his agents, during their stay at ltome, or 
had owned to him his being employed by the 
Pretender iu England, he said that Plunket had 
two private conferences with the Pretender, 
and conversed often with Francis Keunedy, 
secretary to the Pretender, and with others of 
his agents at Rome; that Plunket has free 
quently owned to him, that he was employed 1p 
the Pretender’s affairs, but never explaincd to 
him by which of the Pretender’s agents parti 
cularly, and that he, Layer, never opened hin- 
self to Plunket in relation to the Pretenders 
affairs, after their return from Lkome. ; 

Yet the Committee observe, that Plunket, 10 
his letters to Dillon, speaks frequently of hime 
self as privy to Layer’s treasonuble transactions, 
and grounds his recommendation of Mrs. Layer, 
on his knowledge of her husband's merit whe 
industry in the service of the Pretender. 
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Thy likewise observe that Layer owns he re- 
cered the names of Dighy, Burferd, &c. from 
Panket, soge his return from Rome; which 
they think plainly implies, that Plunket and he 
wer privy to each other’s treasonable corres- 


prodence, 

Tee weal particulars above mentioned 
coatem the substance of what Layer confessed 
tabseusnations befere the lords and be- 
fore yer Committee ; and after this long ao- 
Cuxgrea by bim, in which there. appear 80 
mayad mch convincing proofs of the con- 


spiny in owr Committee think it 
fa Seeagh Oe though he affected a | gave 


Pu openness and frankness, when suck ques- 
ous were put to him as tended only to a ge- 
uenldiscovery, to accuse himself, or such as be 
bew were esomped and fied- out ef the king- 
dn, yet when such questions were pat to him, 
whe od pia might affect or discover any 
«bers of the comsspirators, he always gave an- 
Ivers ith great. shyness and reserve ; and this 
care tosay es lit2le as possible that might affect 
in acrimiaal way, joined with a desire 
© wen candid and ingenuous, often produced 
the inconsistencies, and contradictions, upon 
whch the Committee bave thought it their 
tomake the foregoing observations. 
cur Committee will now to lay 
before you, what they have been able to collect 
papers and exammations of John 
Faker, whese trensonable practices and cor- 
tapondences, as bas been observed before 
oe i 80 closely gird ble aoe of 
) that they give great lh confrma- 
tou exch other. | 


The Commntee observe from a careful pe- 
rwal of the letters and cyphers seized at Plan- 
let's lodgings, that he not only of late, but for 
Baay years past, has been employed m carrying 
0 several treasonable correspondences with 
porons of high raok and distinction abroad ; 
great shareof confidence has heen 
he Pretender, and several uf 


Ceepirncy, anti too mach, as they have reason 
tw believe, concerned in the blackest part of it, 
tad though the evidence against him, m several 
Particulars, is most full and undeniable, yet his 
behaviour on his examination was so hardened 
td ebuinate, and attended with bare faced 
Prevarications and falshoods, that the Com- 
mittee are very much cunfirmed in the opinion 
of bis peik, from the pains he took to deny 
— imprecations the most evident 


Layer ceafessed to the Lords, that Plunket 
Wilson to him as a man of in- 
Panty; that Plunket went by the name of 


Ropers in Italy and since, and signed the letter | c 


wane of Rogers. But the Con:mittee 

that Layer let them remain in the 

“tet of believing that Phanket’s christian name 

be rte till the question was put to him, on 

oreeed 420A, in such a manner, that 
You VIL i 


Wt hegave Mrs. Layer for general Dillon, 


j 
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be found the Committee was already appri 
of his true name, which he then owned te be 


John, He farther owned, as has been observed 
above, that Plunket received a letter naden 
the Pretender’s owa hand at Rome, was twice 
in private ih Kennedy hea the Pretender, con 
versed with Kennedy and other agents of the 
Pretender, had assured bim, Layer, of a good 
reception at Rome, was kindly speken of by the 
Pretender, had owned to Layer his being em= 
ployed m the Pretender’s serviee, and his cor- 
respeneins with Dillon, writ eo Layer in Nor 
ia relation to the Pretender’s affairs, and 
sar fictitious names for Dillea, lord 
Orrery, the Regent, &c. and among the rest the 
name of Rogers to denote bim, Plunket: which 
fictitious names the Comanittee find all of them 
frequently used in Plunket’s papers. 
It a farther to the Commatee frem 


pa got upon oath of Matthew Plunket, that" 
Joan ) 


Plunket came to bie in July last frem 
Layer, to desire him to meet Layer at the 
Italian Coffee house in Russel Court, and 
aamed to him the same persons, as ready to 
head an insurrection, who were at some other 
time named to the said Matthew Plunket, by 
Layer, on the same occasion. 

That he farther asked Matthew Plugket, 
whether he was well acquainted in the army 
among the soldiers, to which he replied, he 
knew many of them that had been evith him in 
Spain and at Preston. That John Plunket then 
told him, he came from Mr, Layer, and uader 
the arch going into Drury Lane desired him to 


pick out as many. serjeants as he knew in the. 


guards, to recommend them to Mr. r. 
That the next time he saw Matthew Plunket, 
which was m two or three aays, be invited bim, 


to his chambers, and there told hum Mr. ~ 


Layer was a very good man, aid the only one 
he could depend op to do him service ; that the 


design on which he, Matthew Plunket, was to | 


introduce the soldiers to Layers acquaintance, 
was to serve the Pretender by disciplining the 
mob, who were to rise in his favour. 42 
that all the transactions of Jobn Plunket wi 
him, Matthew Plunket, were, to engage hig in 
person, and by his acquaintanes the 
soldiers, to serve the Pretender; That John 
Plunket meeting him afterwards in Covent 
Garden, asked him what he had done, to 
which he replied, he went on very well, and 
John Plunket bid him go and tell Mr. Layer. 
Matthew Plunket farther deposes, that 
Joth Plunket told him, the business (meaning 
the invasion and rebellion) had been done be- 
fore, hut that the French ambassador wrote to 
the Regent, andthe Regent wrote it to king 
Geurge (or words to that effect) and it was 
upon that account the army was sent to 


amp. | , 

De. Blackerby Fairfax has deposed upon oath, 
that deing m company with Plunket and one 
Jefferyes, Jefferyes among other discourse said, 
Plunket, give the doctor a commi:sion, adding 
Plunket has commissions, which Fairfax under- 
ue to mean cemmissions from the Pre- 


“ 


— 
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tender; but that Plunket answered, The 
doctor does not wear a sword. 

~The Committee observe, that among Plun- 
ket’s. Papers was found a large cypher of 
names, with fictitious names over against them, 
sworn to bé all in Plunket’s own hand writing, 
which cypher tallies with, and explains an 
original letter of the 23d of July 1722, directed 
to Mr. Digby at Paris, and signedt J. 
Rogers, which was stopt at the Post office, 
and is likewise sworn to be Plunket’s hand- 
writing. And several other letters directed to 
Digby and signed J. Rogers, having Mkewise 
been opened and copied at the post office, and 
then sent forwards, the clerks who were em- 
ployed in copying them have sworn, that to 
the best of their memorv and belief, the ori- 
ginals of the said letters were all writ in the 
same hand with that of the 23dof July, which 
was stopped, and is sworn to be Piunket’s hand- 
writing ; and the said copies of letters treat 
ef the same matters as the other, and contain 
the same fictitious names which ore found in 
the cypher sworn to be in Plunket’s band- 
writing. vo 

The Committee are informed, that it was 
thought proper to stop but one of the original 
letters from Plunket, and to suffer the others 
to go on, because it was judged that one was 
sufficient to discover the writer ;-and that the 
ipermitting the correspondence to be continued, 
might help the government to farther lights in 
this affair. - 

The Committee likewise observe, that-there 
was found among his papers an orivinal letter 
signed Dighy, dated the 20th of May, 1722, 
which ts sworn by the clerks of the Pust Ortice 
to -be.the same which they opened and touk a 
copy of, and which was directed to Mr. James 
Rogers, at Mr. Arthur's, banker, in London, 
though the direction is stuce torn off. From 
_ -this direction your Committee observe, that 

his christian name was disguised as well as his 
surname, The receipt of this letter is acknow- 
ledged in the copy of oneto Dipby, signed J. 
Rogers, and dated the 2istof May, Y. S. 1722. 
The Committee observe that the original let- 
ter signed Digby is in the same hand with ano- 
ther, signed Dixwell, found also among Plun- 
_ket’s papers, and owned by Layer to be the 
very letter shewn him by Plunket at Antwerp, 
as trom general Dulon; that the letter signed 
Digby is also in the same hand with another 
letter signed A. D. and directed to Robert Dil- 
lon, esq.; which, as your Committee are inform- 
ed, was taken on one Blunt, a Popish priest, 
area over from I’rance, and owned by Blunt 
to be from general Dillon to his nephew. And 
the Committee farther observe, that these three 
Jetters signed Digby, Dixwell, and A. D. are in 
the same hand with another signed ‘C. Howell, 
found also among Plunket’s papers; which 
Game of fowellis explained in Plunket’s cypher 
ta mean Glasgow, whom the Committee see 
feason to helieve to be Christopher Glascock, 
an Irish oijicer in Dillon’s regiment, who ap- 
pears to ba employed by Dillon in writing the 


» 
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treasonable letters sigued by Dillon himself, as 
well as in writing others of the.same kind, 
signed by fictitious names, belonging to him, 
Glascock. : 

The Committee observe, that in the copy of 
the letter signed J. Rogers, directed to Digby, 
and dated the 5th of July, 1722, the person 
who writ that letter, says, that his fellow-tra- 
veller’s wife parted hence the day before for 
Paris,and that he gave her aletter tobim,Digby, 
which agrees with Layer’s contessivo that Plun- 
ket did give Mrs, Laver a letter of recommen- 
dation to Dillon, signed Rogers, and that he 
received from Plunket the name of Digby to 
denote gencral Dillon, which name was also 
confirmed to Layer by lord Orrery to mean 
Dillon. But that Dillon went by the name of 
Digby is put past all doubt, by a diecovery made 
by Mr. Craufurd,his Majesty's resident at Par.s, 
who being ordered to discover the person meant 
by that name, made use of the foilowing con- 
trivance, mentioned thus in his own letter. 

“I have just nuw found out who Mr. Dighy 
is. I folded up a paper in the form of a letter 
and sealed it, and directed it to Mr. Digby at 
Paris: then wrapt it up i a piece of waste 
paper, with a memorandum in it, to be inform- 
ed at Mr. Watrers’s, banker, in Chnstine-street, 
in what part of Paris Mr. Digby lived. I gave 
it, thus made up, to a sharp young fellow whe 
speaks both French and English, and ordered 
him to go booted, and a litte dirted, to Mr. 
Waters’s, to open before him the sham letter 
and read bis memorandun, and to shew. him 
the direction of the letter, and to desire him, at 
the sume time, to send somebody with him, to 
couduct lim to the place where it was to be de~ 
livered; that as soon as he should come to the 
door, where he was to deliver it, he should pre- 
tend to have left a packet at home, and mak- 
ing as if he would gu hack to fetch that packet, 
he should slip away from the person who shew- 
ed Jum tluther. The thing succeeded better 
than I expected, for Waters was not at home, 
and my man acted hia part so well, that 
Waters's chief bouk-keeper, without giving him- 
self the trouble of going, wrote the (rection for 
him upon my sham letter, in the manner your 
exceilency will see in the inclosed. The book- 
keeper was very desirous to have the letter ip 
order to deliver it bimself, but my man insisted 
to deliver it with his own hand, and answered 
boldly to some questions which the book-keeper 
asked him, pretending he was to return the 
next day for England.” The direction writ by 
Mr. Waters’s book-keeper, under the name 
of Digby, was, ‘A Monsieur Dillon,Rue Colom+ 
bier, a l’lLotel d’Holande,” which, as your Com- 
inittee are informed, is the ordinary resideace 
of lieutenant general Dillon. cr 

Upon this discovery notice was sent from 
France, by Dillon and his agents, to his core 
respondents in England, to forbid them making 
use any more of that fictitious name, as shall 
be more fully taken notice of hergafter in this 
report. 


Notwithstanding all this evidence of Plunket’s 
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wneading with Dillon, when he was exa- 
nivel denied bis knowing general Dillon, or 
bs hanag ever exchanged a letter with Dillon 
or his in his life; he denied the letter 
to Digby of the 23rd of July, stopped at the 
pox-oitee, and the cypher found at his lodg- 
mgs, to be his own hand-writ:ng ; he denied the 
receipt of the letters from Howell, Dixwell, and 
Digby, ound among his papers; but owned he 
had once received a letter from one Farelly, a 
Popish pres, formerly governor to the duke of 
Beruik schidren, signed by the name of Dig- 
by, and rating to stocks ot Nicholas Wogan’s 
andotits, The Committee observe, that ia 
ths penricating answer he was labouring to 
account for the meaning of-the word Stocks, 
vieh is mentioned in the letter from Digby, 
la wll beshewn in the sequel of this Report, 
be meant in a very different sense from its 
tatural noport, and to mean the conspiracy 
aj; and in Planket’s own cypher the ficti- 
vous word, Brokers, is explained Agents. Upon 
pressing hun farther to see if he would own the 
correspondence with Dillon, and acknowledge 
the letters the Committee had such full evi- 
doce were his, they found, that in order to 
avoid the owning it, he run himself in such an 
trident absurdity and inconsistency, as <ippears 
Wo them a strong argument of his guilt. 
He atirmed the cypher (which is sworn to be 
bis own hand-writing) to belong to one Hugh 
mas, formerly of the herald’s-office, who 
lodged in the same house with himself ; 
that he had heard this Hugh Thomas own, in 
Company with Neynoe, that he corresponded 
with Dillon; that’ Hugh ‘Thomas went by the 
name of Rogers, and that be, Plunket, found 
this cypher, and several letters directed to Ro- 
fer, among Hugh Thomas’s old books and 
Rots. Being asked, whether Hugh Thomas 
ie sened Plunket, he said, not to his know- 
ee, and then he endeavoured to impose on 
Fame mittee, by telling them his own true 
ame was Plucknett, Being asked what was 
iy of this Thomas, he said he had been 
ar year and a half, and that he, Plunket, 
: : dot keep him alive. But the Committee 
shia that the original letter to Diyby, signed 
. yet dated the 23rd of July last, and 
ices the same hand with that cypher, which 
pretends to be the writing of a man who has 
laewise the year and a half. They observe 
it » that the letter from Digby directed to 
tha = dated the 20th of May, 1722, and 
(nbich of the letters directed to Rogers 
‘omay) a, pretends were writ to Hugh 
i the name of Rogers blotted out, 
ees John Plunket writ over it, and yet 
thenare «never knew that Thomas went by 
ng we Of Plunket; hesides which it i 
hows, that Plante 3: esides whicb it Is noto- 
ae unket himself went by the name 
Crdy eh Pn ay and Layer bas owned not 
sued = et Went by that name, but that 
t Dillo Layer's letter of recommenda- 
Batch n by the name of Rogers, and also 
bimses ay ee the name of Rogers to denote 
Rane of Digt same time that he gave bim the 
Yforgeneral Dillon, 
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Your Committee are of opinion, that these 
circumstances laid together, leave no room to 
doubt but that Plunket writ and received the 
Jetters above mentioned ; the contents of which 
will be explained in their place. 

Plaunket being shewn a letter without direc- 
tion, signed N. Wogan, eoclosing a cypher, 
which is called in the letter the duke of Ber< 
wick’s key, he said, this letter and cypher like- 
wise belunged to Hugh Thomas, who, he said, 
corresponded with the duke of Berwick about 
getting subscriptions to a book; which matter, : 
the Committee observe, neither. needed any 
cypher, nor could well be treated of by the 
help of that. They likewise. take notice, that 
Plunket owned the receiving a letter from Dig- 
by in relation to the said Wogan’s stocks, and 
that Wogan 3s inserted in Plunket’s own cypher 
by the name of Xoland, which circumstances 
make it probable he did correspond with Wo- 
gan. 

There is one farther particular relating to 
this cypher, which the Committee tbink it pro- | 
per to remark to the House, which is that 
Plunket, while he was in custody, desired a cer- — 
tain bouk might be brought to bim from. his 
lodgings, but the messenger’s wife, searching 
the book before she delivered it, has deposed 
upon onth, that she found in it this letter frou. 
N. Wogan; and as the Committee are inform- 
ed, that most of his other cyphers and papers 
were found hid in the leaves of his books, the 
think it probable, that he singled out this boo 
in hopes of recovering and destroying the cy- 
pher that serves to explain his letters; the con- 
tents of which the Committee will now proceed 
tolay before the House : and, to avoid repetition 
of names, wherever they can, will make use 
of the real names found in his cypher, instead 
of the fictitious ones, by which they are exe 
pressed in his letters annexéd to this report. 

Among his papers was found the foul drangh¢ 
of aletter, dated March the 22d, 1721, and 
directed to Mr. Jackson, which in his own cy- 
pher is explained the Pretender. In this foul 
draught (which is sworn to be bis hand-writing) 
are the following passages. : 

“‘ T look, Sir, o0 your law suit to be in such 
a forwardness, that a speedy and happy repli- 
cation must inevitably ensue; the Waggs as 
well as the Tanners (which names he explained 
to Layer to denote the Whigs and Tories) seem 
convinced that nothing less can redress their 
ruin; nay the latter is apprehensive the former 
will cownpliment you with it on your own terms 
in order to engross your favour for the future. 
The precepts my friend and I gave in lately, 
have contributed much to this emulation; we 
have more to give in, and if they improve them 
as.they have the foriner, you will have a good 
game onit.” The words Replication and Pre- 
cepts are not found in his cypher, but the sense 
uf the former may easily be guessed at. 

He afterwards adds: “ The gentleman I men- 
tioned to you formerly, is come out of the 
country, with instructions to wait on you, and 
tender you their service; he offers to bear my 
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expences if I go with him: as I take it thet my 
will be of more use than my staying new, 

Pte ieve I shall accept of bis offer.” In anu- 
ther foul draught of the same letter, he says 
(as has been before observed) “ There is one 
sets out from Norfolk ina few days, to let you 
- keow the Tanners will stand by you on occasion 
and offers to bear my expences; so that I shall 
wait on you, and have the satisfaction to tell 
by word of mouth what will be acceptable. 

e carries the list with him.” And ia beads 
or minutes of the same letter, he says, ‘* Wag 
and Tanner will equally concur.—My friend 


will wait ea to tender their service—Our 
Message will pin the basket—You may have 
daily m of this kind; you will be 


courted; it 1s the English way—. 
The Committee think it unnecessary to re- 
at here, how inconsistent these accounts of 
yer’s jou ere with those given by Layer 
himself, and how strongly they contradict Plua- 
ket’s bold asseveration, Abe he knew nothing of 
Layer’s intending to go to Rome, before they 
get out. ‘ 
"Another foul draught of o letter was found 
among Plunket’s papers, and is sworn to be 
lis hand-writing ; the matter of which appears 
to your Committee very remarkable. It is not 
dated nor directed, bat appears plainly to have 
been writ the beginning of the last year; aad 
‘joitare the following passages. “ I had four 
of count Botbmar’s letters since my last to you, 
Mr. Burford had them all, his clerk gave me to 
understand they were sentto Mr. Jos—— This 
made me not to trouble as . This cee 
ou a happy new year. I hope it wi 
the law pages bear, afore it will end; of they 
would have courage and integrity, they may 
walk K. George out afore Lady-day next”— 
‘(and in another part he says, afore May come) 
‘¢ He is weary of them, and thinks no more of 
staying among them.” It appears from this 
per, that Plunket had conveyed copies of some 
etters of count Bothmar’s tolord Orrery. That 
lord Orrery’s clerk had given him to understand, 
those letters were sent to the Pretender (from 
whence it may be concluded, that either lord 
Orrery or his clerk had adirect cortespondence 
with the Pretender) and that Plunket was privy 
to some design for walking K. George ont (as 
he calls it) which design required couragé and 
integrity, and was to have been executed either 
betore Lady-day, which was during the elections, 
or by the beginning of May, which was the se- 
cond period fixed (as has been observed) for 
beginning the insurrection, Simon Sworttegger, 
secretary to lord Orrery, owned upwn his exa- 
srinution before the lords, that he was acquaint- 
ed with Pianket, and bad been in company 
with him and Layer at Mr. Aaron Fhompson’s 
chambers. And Plunket owned tu the Com- 
maiitee his being acquainted with Swortfegger, 
and his having heen in company with him and 
Layer at Laycr’s house, but denied his know- 
ing any thing of the foul draughts of the letters 
sbove mentioned. 
Plunket in bis letter to Digby of the 21st of 
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May, says, * I hope in a littletime Mr. Joseph 
(which Layer owned to be the Pretender) will 
be the ministry’s only refuge. Burford (whom 
Layer declared likewise to be Orrery) and his 
club seem to think 90; they will have a finger 
in the pye if they can; I know they can come 
in for a good share in it, if they can havea 
little corfcert and regulation; there are those 
that will andertake to do the jeb in twelve 
hours time; a little time wilt shew whether 
they will give fitting encouregement; af two or 
three is taken off, no matter how, king George 
will go off, by hook or by crook, and of course 
the Lowty will be for Joseph: this has been 
comsmanicated to your frieods. 

What is meant by the Lowty, does not appear 
by his cypher, but by the sense and the alpha- 
betical order of the cypher, itis mot improbable 
but rt may mean the ministry. 

Whether the job that was ready to be on- 
dertaken on fitting encouragement, and te be 
pertormed in twelve hours ume, relates to the 
rash enterprise for surprising the city of London 
which has been already taken nutice of, or to 
the wicked and execrable design for seizing 
and destroying his Majesty’s sacred person, of 
which mention is expressly made iu two sub- 
sequent letters of Piunket’s, is left to the con- 
sideration of the House. © 

But the Committee, from comparing the 
memorandum at the end of the paper of resolu- 
tions, in the following characters Dis. C. W. M. 
with the two or three that are mentioned in this 
letterto be taken off, and likewise with Wilson’s 
intimation to Layer, that if lord Cadogan were 
but shot, the soldiers would declare for Ormond, 
and also with Layer’s negotiation about seizing 
lord Cadogan, and with the paragraph io his 
scheme for seizing some great persons at their 
Houses, see reason to believe, that by the first 
of those characters 1s meant dispatch lord Ca- 
dogan, and by the others, two other officers of 
distinction. 

In che same letter of the 21st of May, Plun- 
ket takes notice, * That Johoson, an acquain- 
tance, was taken up the oy before, but had 
burnt his papers, and seemed to be easy im the 
‘matter, and adds, I believe they will get 00- 
thinz by him.” 

Plunket being asked by the Committee, whee 
ther he was acquainted with George Kelly, 
alias Johnson, said he knew him by sight and 
coffee house acquaintance only; that he did 
not remember his having ever received & 
letter from him ; and Kelly gave the same ac 
count in relation to Plunket; yet a letter from 
Kelly was found among Ptunket’s papers; a0@ - 
John Malone, who waited on Kelly at his lodg- 
ings, has named Plunket in his deposition, 3s 
one who often visited Kelly there. And the 
Committee are satisfied, that they were Privy 
to’each other’s treasonable correspondence, by . 
some passages in the letters to and from Kelly 
in which mention is made e sion its aa 
name of Rogers, as will be shewa 1n 1 
place. Plucker concludes his letter of the 21st 
ef May with these words: * The motive of my 
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jponeyraoer at present, my pocket feels it, 
te nant be fed with meney now and then ; 
the kbowriog oar will be laid on me.” 

Ase deed the ee these letters, the 
Connittee could not draw from him any expli- 
canon of thas h; but comparing it 
mith wee part’ of his letter, where it is 
wi, that alitde time will shew whether Bur- 


herd (lord Orrery) and the club, would give | 


fkung eacengement for undertaking the job, 
they that t appears probable, that some part 
of thi 2 isthe labouring oar referred to, for 
which ik emected to be fed with money. 

Us xen etter to Digby is of the Sist of 
My, a vhich he says, “ He finds the Regent 
hnda nod in keeping king George fron going 
car thet the ministry will carry on their 
jue niety and leisurely without any opposi- 
toe whetever from the club, or any oe the 
Peenier's friends.” He adds, “ Let them 
beeverto sanguine, they can do nothing as 
lng as the stands by the ministry ; but 

bare come with half a dozen regi- 
mens only, be would c his pont, and make 
kag run for at The p passage con- 
irus what haa been set forth ahove, that the 
ine dete of Ormond’s coming over made a 
pert of the original scheme, and agrees with 
the seconots received from Spain, of Irish sol- 
Gens provided there for the Pretender’s service. 
Pratet then adds, “ If Burford (lord Or- 
rey; and the club have a mind to have kiug 
delivered up to them, he shall; there 
are these tht will undertake it, and offer to 
Ga whatever required.” And in his letter of 
the 4th of Jaly he says,— I can assure you, 
despair hes made some to take a resolution to 
ly visleot hands on king George, but there is 
iad te to them at present; It is net the 
dial interest, but you cannot do so ak 
as aD t is dangereus.” 
The black and pr 
two paragraphs, needs ao explication 
fn Yoor Commattee, who are sensible the 
ne < camnet have heard them read, without 
. horrer and indignation. | 
smc, Peaks of himself in these letters as 
thee the men, who had taken a resolution 
Man vent hands on the sacred person of his 
thes ),: 2nd was himself so far engaged in 
Mee design, as to say in one of his 
bedteet the club desire it, his Majesty shalt 
thes tbe up into their hands; and in ano- 
aS regia tisstades it, mot out of any con- 
for jeat th remorse for the crime, but merely 
p, “same barbarity should be retaliated 
elec > yet this man still continues 
ened and obstinate, as to revew his 
refusing tq make the least discovery of 
Ces, of to give this only reparation 
at he oan of, to a conntry 
een 
Pratest aie to inyolve in the 


bea ads says, * That though there 

mone nie 10 most parts, if the mob is 
be aunt &, Place, the rest will go home and 
Seven years more.” 


vitlainous design expressed by | { 
Carte Blanche from the king and ministry, is 
|Tepeated several times in Phunket’s Letters ; 
iand howevever extravagant and il-fonnded 
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Has next letter is of the 91st of June: In 
this he says, “ That Burford and thectub think 
themselves slighted by the Regent end ministry 
of France ; and conceive, that the Regent joins 
with king George to be revenged on them; 
That be may have room te repent it early or 


late; for should the parliament be broke, aad | 


a new une called, he might find himself more 
embarrassed than he is aware of.” He adds, 
“If the Regent stands neuter, and they will 
soon bring the law suit to bear; so far I am 
satished of it, that 4 or 500 men, and as many 
arms, with 1,500/. will complete the matters in 
a little time, and give s good account of king 
George and the ministry. The army want 
only an opportunity to do their duty. This 
scheme, if duly and discreetly managed, will 
give them an opportunity to do #. Were 
we sure the Regent would not interpose, we 
would take it in band forthwith.” | 
The Committee make no doubt but the 
House has prevented them im observmg bow 
exactly thts letter agrees with the accounts 
sent some time before from Frence; that the 
conspirators reckoned on great part of the 
king's own forces; and only desired the Regent 
that he would keep himself neuter between 
the Pretender and his mejesty. And this 
letter appears to have been writ at the time, 
when Layer, Wilson, Murphey and Pfanket 
were labouring to corrupt the officers and sol- 
diers of the army. | 
Plunket adds in the same Letter, “ If the 
Regent and court of Spain qill but ply king 
George with large demands, and bring the 
Czar dower to Hanover, the Pretender will 
have a Carte Blanche from the ministry and 


king George, as also from all the rest of his 
_friends and foes; this I take to be the best and 
‘safest way, both for the Pretender and his well- 
_wishers.” 


This expression of the Pretender’s getting « 


such suggestions were, yet the Committee can- 


i not hut observe, that his representations ap- 


pear to have met with such a spirit of credulity 


‘and delusion, in the Pretender and his agents, 
| that not long afier that he wus vain enough 
‘entertain hopes of capitulating with bis Ma- 
_Jesty for the crown, by that traitorous and in- 


to 


solent declaration, against which both Houses 
have so lately expressed their just resentment 
and abbmorrence. 

Plunket’s next Letters are of the 4th and 


5thof July, 1722, in which he has the vanity to: 


tel! Dillon, “ That he had been desired, hy 
some leading members of the then parliament, 
to acquaint the Regent’s agent here, that it was 
uow in the power of the Regent and Spain, to 
send away king George, and to send home Mr. 
Jos. with a Bonne grace, and much to their ad- 
vantage; that it was only to insist on the 
stipulation king George had made with them, 
and they would have a fair pretence to do it.” 
It appears by other passages, that this sup- 
4 


' 
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posed stipulation relates to the cession of 
Gibraltar. 

He afterwards gives an account ‘ That he 
did, both on the 4th and 5th of July, wait on 
the Regent’s agent, with this message; and 
says, That as that agent was acquainted with 
some of the members of parliament who em- 
ployed him, he gave some attention to him; 
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to serve you; if they do not, I can assure them, 
they may have room to repent it: For the Pre-. 
tender’s friends will find. means to get into. 
the saddle, in spite of the ministry and king 
George.” , 

He adds, “ That the army will not stand by 
the king and miuistry, against the great bent of 
the, English geutlemen, the common people, 


But the objections which the Regent’s agent | and the country party; who are so incensed 


made appear to have been, That the Pretender 
had not the. name of aman of great parts or 
resolution: that be had hitherto no great 
opinion of Burford and the club; aad that 
such a procedure, on the part of the Regent, 
would a violation of the bonne foy: To 
which last Pluiiket replied, That it would be 
no breach of their bonne foy, to be grateful tu 
those who were their deliverers formerly.” 
However, Plunket says, ‘* He convinced the 
agent, that it was now in the Regent's power to 
make the ministry and king George give the 
Pretender a Carte Blanche ; and by so doing, 
to make the einperor vomit up .what he has 
now in Flanders, withuut striking a stroke. 
That the common people, the country party, 
and all the English gentlemen might be brought 
to join with the Regent in proper measures to 
do it: or, that if ule Regent would but stand 
neuter, they would soon bring the Pretender’s 
law-suit to bear independant on any whatever.” 
He adds, *‘ That he is satisfied the agent would 
write these sentiments to his court; and that 
it is Dillon’s business to let the Regent see he 
has the same sentiments from other people 
here.” 

Plunket being examined by the’ Committee, 
in rclation to this letter, owned, he had fre- 
quent access to one of the French ministers on 
private affairs: And that Layer knowing him 
to be acquainted with him, asked him, whe- 
ther he could not find out, by the help of that 
minister, wheiher the Regent mght not he 
brought into Tory measures? And Stephen 
. Lynch has depused, that Layer told him, ap- 
plication had been made, either by hinself, or 
some other person, to one of the l'rench agents 
here, to the effect mentioned in Plunket’s let- 
ter. However, Plunket denied his having ever 
spoke to that minister, in relation to state af- 
fairs, or his having writ any such account to 
France. - A 
. The Committee, from comparing Ins relation 
of these two conversations with what he says in 
other letters, of bringing the Czar down to Ha- 
nover, in order to oblige his Majesty to withe 
draw from England ; ubseive, ‘Vuat the conspt- 


rators vcre so intent on comopassing their wick-- 


ed designs by any means, that Ifaving failed 
in their applications . for foreign assistance, 
they were now labouring to make France and 
Spain insist on the restitution of Gibraltar, to 
throw Flanders into the hands of France, and 
to bring the Czar into Germany, in hopes to 
involve all Europe into confusion, and thereby 
to pave the way for bringing in the Pretender, 
In the same letters he tells Dillon, “‘ Now is 
the time for the Regent and ministry of France 


that he gave her a 


against the court, that the least accident would 
surely overturn what they have been doing 
these seven years past.” - 

He then says, “ That his fellow traveller is, | 
and has been, very active since his coming 
froin his travels, aud is inore serviceable than 
those who move in a higher sphere; That he 
is spurring on the Club daily, and has made 
many of them more active in the law-suit, than 
they otherwise would have been. That his 
wife parted the day before for Paris; and 
tter for Dillon; his fel- 
low traveller thinking bimself entitled to it, or 
any other civilities Dillon could shew her, dur- 
ing her stay there.” He adds, “ Your friends 
continue their preparation, and resolve to hold 
themselves in readiness on occasion.” 

The Committee take notice, That these Let- 
ters were writ just about the time that Layer 
went down tu Norfolk. And they think the 
sanguine manner in which Plunket writes, is in. 
part accounted for, by what lord North and 
Grey told Layer, That the encampment had 
spoiled the project; but we shall have them 
again. -And by his lordship’s saying, be you . 
quiet, something will be done: If tiere bea 
rising, you shall not want men or money or 
arms; and that these letters and passages make 
it highly probable, that the substance of Layer's 
scheme had not been only seen, but ap- 
proved of. a 

Notwithstanding the account which Plunket 
gives, in this and other letters, of Layer’s pro- 
ceedings, yet Layer denied that he had ever 
opened hinself to Plunket, in relation to the 
Pretenier’s affairs, after their return from 
Rome; afd Plunket aflirmed, that he only 
knew Layer. oy coffee-house acquaintance, and 
never conversed with him but in the streets 
publicly. 

Plunket’s next letter is of the 28d July, the 
original of which being stopped, and being. 
sworn to be his own hand-writing, the Committee 
think it.proper to Iny the whole before the 
House, with the explanation of the fictitious 
names taken out of the cypher, which is sworn 
to be his ows hand also. 


A Monsicur Digby a Paris.—(Under a Blank 
| Cover to Waters.) : 


July 23d, 1722. 
“By the time this comes to hand, king 
Geerze’s agent will arrive there: I am glad o 
it, because I hope all the negotiations and pro- 
ceedings of the ministry and king George, will 
be laid before the parliament, which will be 
ameans to send him to Hanover; though he 
thinks to bring the country party to approve of 
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whaterer he will ‘eilsges to the parliament, he 
wil tardly even bring the court party to do it. 
He thinks to disculp bimself at the expence of 
thedead: this I told some of the parliament 
wen; they say it will not do for Jove or money. 
ertaio persons are. forming projects that will 
dstress the. court of Spain, in case of war be- 
tween Spain and the emperor. Count Both- 
mar comesinto it by king George’s connivance ; 
Rsnowinembrio; when it comes to perfec- 
boo | shail be master of it: I gave a hint of it 
tothe Regent’s agent; he was not a little sur- 

reed atit: they must not linger much longer ; 

they do, the emperor and king George will 
fed means, to distress the court of Spain and 
de ministry in France; they must hasten the 
peace to prevent it. 

“My companion, who has been in the coun- 
by this three weeks past, came to town yester- 
Gay; be seems to be sure of his game, viz. that 
Mr. Joseph’s friends will run down the ministry 
ud king George, in a little time, and bring the 
lav-sait to bear on their own bottom, and inde- 
pendent of the Regent or any body else. I am 
resolved to know nothing of their proceedings ; 
len for having every thing laid befure the par- 
lament first, and then every body will see we 
want the Pretender more than. he wants us ; 
buh friend and foe will join in any enterprize 
dat willbe made in his favour; neither will 

ever dare upbraid him, if, on any occasion, 
¢ should look asqaint on them hereafter. . I 
hinted ofien, the only way to spirit them up, 
"is to convince them the law-suit would be 
tto bear without them, and that, by the 
ot and king George. The construction 
dey put upon this, that the former was subtle 
toough to make use of the folly ofthe latter, to 
ply the game to bis own advantage at our cost: 
and that he will govern Mr. Joseph, when here, 
% be does now king George: this, or some 
Magination, gave them an uncommon re- 
lotion; and I believe they will stroggle hard 
fra start in the race of honour. It is in the 
€gent’s power to make king George, the mi- 
uury, and the club, to give Mr. Joseph a Carte 
Blanche; it is incumbent on you to convince 
f it. Tam sure his agent here is already, 
orl gave him this morning demonstrative proof 
ng George designs to support the em-_ 
Peror against the French king and his coss. and 
without being seen in it. 
I would be glad to know. how the duke of 
ck does, and if he continues there. this 
wmmer, I have little to do in town, so I de- 
"et to go to the country for three weeks.. The 
a is dull and empty. 
We hear the Czar is in motion, I wish it 
may be towards Hanover, for king George 
Would soon move from his country. seat here. 

. L believe Mr. Joseph will laugh when he 

hear of the stratagem I made use of to 
ies friends to so good temper of duty. I 
5 they will keep to it, which is the wish of, 

‘Jour hamble, obedient servant, 
Jo. Rocers.” 


Thho letter of the 16th of August, ke says, 


‘“‘The Pretender’s law business continues in 
the same plight. My companion goes on, as 
he thinks, very successfully, and is confident he 
will bring the business to bear in a little time.” 
This letter was writ nine days’ before Layer 
went down to lord North and Grey’s with 
Lynch. | 
. Plunket says in the same letter, “ That the 
Pretender must promise the Regent and minist 
of France fair, and that he will be a fas 
friend when in his power, and must seem to 
rely more on them, than any here ; that this 
is the only game he has to play at this time.” 
In his uext letter of the 23rd of August, he 
gays, “ That his friend came out of the coun 
a few days ago, and told him, that his clients 
seem now to despair of bringing the law busi- 
ness to bear this next term, except the Regent 
were made a party ; that he, Plunket, told him, | 
in case the Regent were appjied to in a proper 
manner, he might be prevailed on to come into 
proper measures, at least indirectly, aud that . 
without breach of the bonne foy he owes king 
George, or the ministry. He, adds, that they 
(his friend’s clients) are for any thing but under 


Dillon, or the Regent (as his companion had 
told him they soon would) they might safely 
offer at least to come into their measures, te 
stop their mouthis hereafter ; and he thinks, 
ith submission, it is pity to hinder them from 
plunging themselves, as they did before. He 
adds, That itis in the power of the Regent and 
ministry of France, to make the ensuing par- 
liament give the Pretender his ewo terms ; and 
that, as the French king is soon to be of age, 
he may do oe thing with a good grace, and 
bonne foy, and settle the Pretender sn, that it 
will always be in his power to serve him, and 
the Court of Spain.” “on 
Plunket, who assumes to himself se consi- 
derable a part in these transactions, being 
asked by the Committee to give some account 
of his life and education, said, that he was born 
at Dublin, and bred up, when'a boy, at the 
Jesuits College at Vienna ; that he isa Roman 
‘Catholic, but not in any orders. And though 
he endeavoured (as has been observed above) 
by his dress, appearance, and behaviour, to re- 
present himself to the Committee as very in- 
considerable, and no ways equal to the part 
he was taxed with; yet a great number of 
letters from persons of the first quality abroad, 
-were found among bis papers, in which the 
Committee observe he is treated with great in- 
timacy and confidence. And in a letter from 
the lady Middleton, of an old date, mention is 
made of her being to introduce him to the late 
king James’s queen in France ; to whom, as. 
- he owned to the Committee, he had been in- 
troduced. And that the trust and confidence 
reposed in him still subsists undiminished, ap- 
pears to the Committee, not only by bis own 
confessing, that he did walk and converse with 
the Pretender publicly in his garden at Rome, 
but from Layer’s account, that he had two pr- 
vate conferences with the Pretender; and 


their hands; and that if they should applyte — . 
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above all, from the letter under the Pretender’s 
own hand, which he shewed to Layer at Rome, 
and which bas been communicated to the 
Committee, as befure-mentioned, in which the 
Pretender treats bim with such distinction, as 
to charge him not to mention any thing of basi- 
ness to any body, till he himself had seen him 
alone; than which, the Committee think a 
stronger and more convincing proof of trust 
could not well bave been given. It appears also by 
foul draughts of letters taken among hws papers, 
that he writ directly to the Pretender himself. 


Mention being made in Plunket’s letters, of 
Johnsos, alias George Kelly, and some extracts 
of letters to and from the said Kelly having 
been referred to the Committee among Layer’s 
amd Plonket’s di le by which it appeared to 
them, thnt Kelly’s treasonable corrrespondence 
had aconnexion with the others, and parti- 
cularly, that he was privy to some of Planket’s 

transactions; your Committee thought that 
their having a general view of ali the papers re- 
lating to the conspiracy, might help to illustrate 
and explam the several of it, in the same 
manner as Layer’s and Plunket’s pa 
ally confirm and give light to each other. 

For this reason they moved the House to 
have thove papers laid before them, and to em- 
power them to take such farther examinations, 

@s might be necessary to lead them on in 
tracing out the source of the treasons mquired 
anto. 

Having atcordingly perused those papers, 
and examined some of the persons principality 
concerned in them, they now proceed to fay 
before you the result of that inquiry. 

{ta te them, that George Kelly, clerk, 
has been of late years constandy employed in 
carrying on several treasonable correspon- 
dences and negociations, between the Pre- 
tender’s agents abroad, and persons of great 
distinction at home, tending to the bringing m 
the Pretenter with an armed force, and to the 
overturning the present happy establishment in 
_ Charch and State, 


And here your Committee Gnd themselves 
obliged to mention the lord bishop of Ruchester, 
as principally aiding, directing, and employing 
the said Kelly in the prosecution of his tree- 
sonable desigus. 

_ As Kelly’s correspondences seem to derive 
their weight and signifcancy chiefly from his 
being employed by the bishop of Rochester, 
your Committee will first lay before you the 
several reasons that induce them to believe 


soa, ey him, that the bs 
Rachester held correspondeaces with the Pre- 
tender and his ageats: that he, Kelly, was em- 
ployed bythe bishop, ia writing for him, and 
Garrying oa the said cortespondences; that 
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Kelly told him, the Pretender relied more on 
advices from the bishop, than from any other 
person ; that he had several times left Kelty at 
the bi 
bishop’s house, and staid there an hour oF 
two, and upun coming back to hin, Kelly ararle 
apologies fur staying 80 long, and told bin, he 
had been writing the bishop’s letters, which ke 
always apprebended to be the fore: 
pondence of ihe bishop with the Prevender’s 
agents; and that Kelly told him, the bishep 
never 
the hishop’s haad-writing out of the room.” 


shop’s door, when Kelly went into the 


corres 


suffered bim te take a bit of paper of 


« That be knows letters were directed tp 


Kelly by the name of Muses Hancock and | 
Hatfield; and that he has seen et Burton’s 
coffee-house, a letter to Kelly from Howell, 
(whom he takes to be agent or secretary to 
Dillon, and employed by Dillon m the same 
manner, as Kelly was by the bisbap of Roches 
ter) in which letter there were compliments to 
the bishop, by the name of Nauoton, which 
pame Kelly explained to him to mean the 
bishop. That Kelly has teld him, the bishop 
of Rochester went sometimes by the name of 
Jones ; that he hes likewise heard the bishop 


went sermetimes by the name of Its 
which last he was tald by Mr. Carte, to te 
best of his memory. That in the letter which 


Kelly shewed bim at Barton's 


meation was made of Mansfield, which Keily 


explained to him, to mean the late duke of 
Grmend. That he has seen several cyphers 
in Kelly’s hands, one in Ggeres, another of 
fictitious names, in which 


Sere and Sophir 


steod for Scotch Soldiers, Sadlers 


ters fer Irish Soldiers, and the hike ; that he bus 


seen Kelly make use of hese and that 
Kelly with great freedom owned, that these 
cyphers were for carrying on the . 


dence with the Pretender’s agents. That he 


whe was aise lin writing despatches to 
the peariae ca abroad. That he, 
Neynee, had been employed to draw up three 
several memorials to ihe entof France, to 
solicit him te send forces to the assistance ef 
the conspirators, the last of which was m De-— 
cember, 1721, and contained a demand of 
5,000 men to be sent to invade these king- 
doms ; that the heads of these memerials were 
given him by Kelly, and one who went by the 
mame of Watenn, whom he took to be the fate 
earl Marishal.” | 

‘sThut in March last, Kelly brought him the 
beads of a letter, to be drawn up eith a design 
of its being intercepted by che governmeat, ™ 
order to amuse them ina false security. That 
he drew ap the said letter in a paper wrrt OO 
luma-ways; that this paper was brought bask 
to him, corrected by the bishop of Rochester, 
as he believed.” 

Year Committee are informed this letter was 
got intercepted, but that a cepy of K was sent, 
about that time, to one of the secretaries of 
state, from aa unknown hand. 


Neynoe farther declared, “ That the bishop 


~ 
« 


i 


had likewise seem cyphers in Carte's haods, 
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of Rochester, turd Orrery, lord North, and sir 
Hany Goring, were the principal leaders and 
deectors of the conspiracy, whith was first to 
have been execated in the Spring of the year 
172%, by serzing the Tower, upon which the 
hte duke of Ormond was to have landed in 
the river: that upon the discovery of the plot, 
and the king's not going abroad, it was put off 
for some time, but that it was afterwards re- 
samed to be attempted in the West.” Neynoe 

farther added, “* That Kelly assured him, the 

balm got notice of Lis being to be taken up, 
some days before it happened ; and that this 
boxe was given the bishop by one of the lords 
ofthe councils” but he afterwards coofessed (as 
jor Committee are informed) that in this, and 
athe examinations, he had endeavoured all he 
nild,tocreate diffidence and suspicivas among 
hs Majesty's servants. 
informations of Neynoe are contained, 
peat part of them, in a paper writ with his 
omn hand, and delivered by him to a Coin- 
mitee of lurds of the council. The other part 
Wettracted out of papers which he dictated at 
bs several examinations, which papers were 
rad to him paragraph by paragraph, and 
ssreed to by him before the lords. 

That Neynoe was intimately acquainted 
wih Kelly, visited him often and sometimes 
hy at his lodgings, and thereby had a better 
Opportanity of being informed by him, appears 
fom the depositions of Stevenson and his wife, 
Murparet Kelburn, landlady to Kelly, and Jobn 

servant to Mrs. Barnes, who. waited 
on Kelly at his lodgings. 

That the bishop of Rochester was acquainted 
wth Kelly, invited him to dine with him, sent 

ervants to inquire after his health, and 
"rote to him, appears from Stevensou’s and 

burne’s depositions, as also in part frem 
dirs, Levett’s, 

Bat what gives the greatest weight to the 
kreral particulars contained in Neynoe’s in- 

is, that they are corroborated and 
‘pported in every material circumstance, by 
concurrent proofs, as will appear from 

the sequel of this 
er has deposed upon oath, that Skeene, 
tmoag other particulars of the conspiracy, told 
him thet the bishop of Rochester, in conjunc- 
Goa with the lord North and Grey, had the 
pracipal direction of the conspiracy ; and that 
*00,0001. had been raised, and put into the 
Mdagement of the hishop of Rochester, which 
ww called the Military Chest, and was to be 
bap till the project was put in exe- 


Your Committee are informed, that when 
was taken into custody, vast num- 
bens of etters and ie were found in his 
Pig bearing date before the year 1712, but 
that time downwards, few of any conse- 
Sete, except those which follow : 
sera from the Duchess of Ormond, dated 
“ty 14th, 1721, in which are these words: 


' ilved tosend whatI received: For though 


% Ded wot h 
Vou mu to belong to the person 
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I addressed it to, I was sure it could not be put 
dai hands.” ner ae 

' This passage makes it highly probable, that 
the bishop used to receive lester irons abroad, 
directed by fictitious names. Which is still 
further confirmed by the following circum- 
stances :: 

In the cypher which Layer owned he rea 
ceived from sir William Ellis, the bishop of 
Rochester is designed by the name of Ju: tus. 

Neynoe declared, that in the letter which 
Kelly shewed him from Dillon’s secretary, there 
were compliments to the bishop of Rochester 
by the name of Naunton. | 

Among the bishop’s letters was found one 
directed to Mr. Dubois, not signed with any 
name, nor dated from any place. It was in 
the following words: / 

‘Sir; Forgive my silence. You.easily con- 
ceive the difficulties lam under in that regard. 
I write this only to assure you Of my sincerest 
and unalterable respect; and refer you to the 


-worthy hearer for news, and for every thing, 


which otherwise I should have found some way 
or other of writing to you myself. I have 
heard nothing from you smce the letter I had 
about two months ago by Mr. Johnson, to 
which I immediately in his hand returned my 
answer. A rumvuur has reached me of your 
having written hither: since; but I can find no 
body that owns he has seen your letters. I 
am always, Sir, your truly obedient, and most 
bumble servant. | _ Dec. 16.” 

Your Comuittee observe, That Johnson is 
the name by which Kelly constantly went, as 
appears to them from several affidavits: And 
that he was at Paris the 16th of December, 
1721, N. 8. and set out in two or three days- 
after for England, as appears from the pocket- 
book taken upon him: And the letter to Du- 
bois seems to intimate such a correspondence 
as made it unsafe to write openly, and without 
disguise. 

Among the bishop’s papers was found ano- 
ther letter, dated, Rouen, January 15th, 1722, 
without any name; and the superscription torn 
off: Which letter is mentioned to be sent by 
an honest gentleman ; and the writer of it de- 
sires to know how he may direct; and desires 
to be directed to by the name of Wishart, at 
Mr. Arbuthnot’s at Rouen, which ts probably a 
fictitious direction, no name being subscribed: 
to the letter. He likewise mentions a former 
letter sent under cover to their common friend 
sir Red. Who sir Red. is dues not appear to 
your Committee; but they find one sir Red. 
Everard inserted in Plunket’s eypher, and de- 
signed by the fictitious name.of Fly. - 

Among the bishop’s papers were likewise — 
fotind two letters from captain Charles Hol- 
stead of Greenwich; person who, as has 
been mentioned above, was sent to Bilboa to. 
transport the late duke of Ormond to Eng- 
land. 

Some letters having been intercepted, which 
there is good reason to believe were from the 
bishop of Rochester; and one of these letters 
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being signed T. Jones, and another T. Iilington, 
your Committee will now lay before the House 
the evidence they have found of the bishop’s 
being designed by those two names, collected 
from circumstances, which being in themselves 
seemingly minute, and of little consequence, 
were for this reason more frankly confessed by 
those, who were obstinate in concealing stronger 
proofs; and yet at the same time lead directly 
to the discovery of the person meant by those 
fhames. 

Mrs. Barnes being exammed before a Com- 
mittee of lords of the council, obstmnately re- 
fused to make the least discovery relating to 
George Kelly; bat when she came to be asked 
what she knew about a dog, sent over to Kelly 
from France; not suspecting this could lead to 
any discovery, she readily owned, That a 
spotted little dog, called Harlequin, which was 
brought from France, and had a leg broken, 
was jeft with her by Mr. Kelly, to be cured: 
That the said dog was not for her, but for the 
bishop of Rechester; and that Kelly promised 
to get the dog of the bishop of Rochester for 
her, in casc it did not recover of its lameness. 
This declaration she made and signed in the 
ae of the Committee of Council: And 

<elly hitriself made no difficulty to own the re- 
ceiving such a dog from France. 

But it appears to your Committee, by letters 
mtercepted between Kelly and his correspond- 
ents in France, (the proofs of which will te 
set forth in the sequel of this report,) That a 
Gog so named and hurt, was sent over to Kelly 
from France, to be delivered as a present to 
the person denoted by the names of Jones and 
I}lington. 

- ¥orin his letter to Howell (who is explained 
In Plunket’s cypher to mean Glasgow, and has 
been sete above to be Dillon’s secretary,) 
he mentions his having received the present, 
and the accidert of a leg being broken in the 
‘woyage; and adds, [ will inform Mr. Jones 
Boun of it, to whom I know any thing from 
that quarter will be very acceptable. In the 
same paragraph he says, Mrs. Jones dicd last 


week; und when the days of mourning are. 


over, he will, I hope, be fit for business, This 
fetter was writ on Monday the 30th of April; 
and the bishop’s lady died the week before, on 
Thursday the 26th of April. _— 

Kelly, in his letter to Musgrave, (which name 
will be hereafter shewn to signify the lare lord 
Marr,) dated the 7thof May, says Mrs. Illing 


ton is in great tribulation for poor Harlequin,who | 


Ts itt a bad way, having slipped his leg again, be- 


fore it was thoroughly well: however, his obl+ : 


gations to the Jady are as great as if he had 


coine safe, which he desires you to let her: 


know.” 

The words ‘he’ and ‘his’ being relative to Mrs. 
Tllington, shews it is a man that rs spoken of ; 
The bishop's lady was dead at the me this let- 
ter was writ. And this disguise of putting 
Mrs. for Mr, is frequently made use of in the 
sia Ha letters, and 1% tonfirmed by a 
paraltel mstance immediately following. 
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May the 9th, Dilion’s secretary writes to 
Kelly, and says, “‘ Mrs. Chivers, (which will be 
shewn to be general Dillon,) prays you will con=} 
dole in hisname on the death of Mrs. Illington.” 

It appears by these passages, that the doe 
was for Mr. Jones, alias Iilmgton: aad upom 
Kelly's writing word that Mrs. Jones was dead, 
the correspondents condole on the death of 
Mrs. Tiinytoh ; which shews Jones and Iiling~ 
ton to be the same, and both to be made use of 
to denote tte bishop. 

On the tith of May, Motfield (who is the 
same with Musgrave, that is, the late lord Marr) 
sends a letter to Mr. Illington, inclosed onder 
cover to Kelly; im which, after acknow- 
ledying the receipt of Illington’s letter ef the 
20th of April, he adds, “ 1 did not expect se 
soon after to have heard of a loss you bave 
had since; for which 1 condole with you, and 
nothing which coneerns you so near can fail 
touching me, as in friendship it ought. It zs 
though becoming us, as it is our duty to submait 
with resignation to what the just and great God 
thinks fit co order for as in this vain and transi- 
tory world; but you know such things so much 
better than I, that will not trouble you with 
Saying any more upon it.” _ 

This last paragraph seems to point out the 
character and function of the person to whom 
the letter was writ. 

Motfield adds, * I would fain hope that 
own distemper will soon give you ease ;” which 
agrees with the circumstance of the sagt i 
being ill of the gout, at the time of his wife's 
death. 

This particularity, as also several others, 
which will be taken notice of, as to the bishop's 
being in town or in the country, at the respec- — 
tive times mentioned in the intercepted letters, ‘ 
have been carefully enquired into; and it ap- 
pears by a paper annexed to the report, that ‘ 
these several circumstances do exactly agree ° 
with what is mentioned in the letters. \ 

Kelly writing to Musgrave (the late lord | 
Marr) the 7th of Many, says, Mrs. Jones w * 
come to town: ‘lhe same day writing to || 
Chivers (Dillon) he says Mr. [Hington is now m 
town; which again confirms Jones and Illington \ 
to be the same, and agrees with the inquiry \ 
made at that time. \ 

On the 10th of Mag, Kellywrites to Dillons’ 4 
secretary, Iliington is gone into the country, % 
and sent me word he would bein. town on y 
Taesday night, when he has desired to see me 4 
at @ particular hour, by which I conclude it \ 
may be about business. And on Monday the ( 
14th of May, (the day before, it is said, Ulmg- \ 
ton was come to tdwn) writing tothe same per | 
son, he says, Jones is still in the country, but , 
has sent me word he will be in town tom 4 
morrow. N 

These several circumstances, joined to Ney= , 
noe’s declaration, that Kelly had told him, the 
bishop went sometimes by the name of Jones, , 


@ and that Carte had told him, ¢he bishop went , 


by the name of Iilington, shew, that wherever , 
Jones and Lllington are named in Kelly’s corre | 
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spudace, the bishop of Rechester is to be 
undesiood by those names. 

Your Committee therefore will next proceed 
to lay before vou the part which Jones or [iling- 
ton appear to have e in the treasonable 

correspondence. a 

tappears by Kelly’s pocket-book, that Kelly 

et out for Paris on the 22d of February 1721-2, 

and returned to London about the 8th of April 

following, Tt appears by Mrs. Levett’s and 
_ Joho Mabne’s deposition, that he came to 

Mrs, Bames's on Wednesday the 11th of April, 

a cht in the morning, extremely fatigued, 

aad vent immediately to bed. ‘Mrs. Levett has 

upon outh, * That Mrs. Barnes told 
lerbe was then just arrived from France, and 
braozht over letters with bim: That several of 
the disaffected had been at her house to inquire 
afer bim befoge his arrival, and expressed the 
oimest concermm for fear he should he taken.” 

Aud Neynoe declared, ‘“¢ That he saw a great 
bandle of Letters, which Kelly brought over 
fom France.” Mrs. Barnes farther told Mrs. 
levett, “That the day after, (viz. Thursday 
the 12th of April) the bishop of Rochester sent 
bs own conch to etch him, and that Kelly was 
absen! in the country till Saturday the 14th.” 

wo depositions, annexed to this report, shew, 
tha the bishop of Rochester came to town on 

Wednesday the 11th, and went to Bromley on 
Thorsday the 12th of April. 

lt appears hy a letter writ to Kelly from 
Face by the late lord Marr, aod intercepted, 
tut on Monday the 16th of April (which was 
te frst post-day ta France, after the bishop 
bed seot for Kelly) Kelly had writ to Marr an 
kcount of his negotiations with Mllington, and 
0! llington’s willingness to be reconciled to one, 
designed by the name of Hacket. Who Hacket 
dues net appear eo your Committee, but he 
8 described in several of the letters as a person 
ull health, retired in the country, and one ia 
"hom the Pretender’s agents at Paris, place 
weir greatest hopes and confidence next to 

ington. This: reconciliation. with Hacket, 

in was desirous might be kept secret for 
“ae time, that if might net be known they 
ID concert. | 

It appears by another letter. to Kelly from 

lon’s secretary at Paris, that Illington bad 
‘tt @ mysterious letter thither, and that Kelly 

‘ent a subsequent one in explanation ef it, 
vhch had been shews to Dillon. 

The frst letter that was intercepted from 
ely himself, was dated the 42d of April, 
"ed James Johnson (the mame he always 
mut by, and often signed by) aad directed to 
Gerdon joeior, banker at Boulogne, at whese 
tevei is probable he had been estertained in 

retary froma Paris; wich Gordon is 
planed in a letter from Mr. Craufurd, as 
bine formes! y the Pretender’s beaker, and as 
“ enpleyed in hiring a veseel to transport 
a the ehiefe of the comspiracy to Eng- 
ln thia leteer to Gordon, Kelly recom- 
Th ‘e his care a packet inclosed. 


packet was disecied te Mr, Chivers, 
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(which will be proved to be Dillon) and con- 
sisted of three letters, one 8a Chivers himself, 
signed T. Jonas, another to Musgrave, (which 
will be proved tobe Marr) signed T. Jlington, a 
third ta Mr, Jackson, (which will be proved to 
be the nieational) signed 1378, which number 
is found by the decypherers to denote the pro- 
per name of a persan beginning. with the lester 


R, in the cypher made use of in these, three | 


letters, the order of which, as your Commitee 


is informed, is alphabetical. All the three let- 


tera were dated the 20th of April, and sppear 
by the matter to be from the same person, 
‘which prove 1378 to be the same with Jones 
and Illington. The letters to Musgrave and 
Jackson were inclosed in that to Chivers, 

The n who dictated these letters, speaks 

of himself as being io ill health, ia great pain, 
under some sad and melancholy circumstances, 
which inade hjai uncapable of. doing any thing 
regularly at that time, but which he expected 
would soon blow over; which agrees with the 
bishop’s circumstances at that time, whose wife 
was extremely ill, and died six days after, and 
he himself, as has been observed before, was 
at that time afflicted with the gout. 

«The letter to Chivers is great part of it out 
of cypher, and with the decyphering is in the 
following words. 


“Sir; april 20, 1722. 

‘¢T ought to acknowledge in form the several 
papers [ have successively received from you, 
if I were capable at present of deing any 
thing regularly; but indeed I am not, as Hat- 
field well knows, and why Iam not: Some time 
must pass before Tam apy way capable of busi- 
ness; in the mean time you are in the right to 
press the gentlemen concerned by all manner 
ef ways you can think of, to furnish, what by 
being hitherto not supplied, has rendered the 
thing impracticable. They were desirous ef 
having that matter istirely in their own manage- 
ment, and I aot unwilling that they should have 
it, being always diffident of success on my part 
upon interpositions of that kind; and therefose 
it gave me no concern to be so freely excused 
from any share (as I was for a great while) in 
that trouble. At last indeed, when the poiat 
was found upon trial to be more difficult than 
they expected, I was pressed to uadertake the 
matters; but so late, that 1 did not think it 
reasonable for me then to interpose, nor can [ 
yet undertake any thing of that kind, % being 
what (simce some turmer mis-management 
wherein I was deeply concerned) I have cun- 
stantly declwed, hoping that I mighé net be al- 
together unuseful te the service, if I went on to 
promote it in my own, tbat is, in another way. 
I stil} hope so, and thet a little time (which 
must be employed in doing nothing bat solicit- 
ing supplies) will give me room for entering 


isto measures that way be somewhat more sige - 


nificant thar those formerly taken; this I shall 
endeavour, being at preseat perfectly tired by 


the distracting meestres whieh have been taker — 


from several quatters, by persuns no way 


a= 
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equal to the work, and at the same time not 
‘agreeing among themselves. This is all I can 
say at present, but that I am, with the same in- 
tire respect and fidelity I ever was, Sir, Your 


most, &c. T. Jones.” 


«¢ T have commmunicated the copies of Mr. 
Mianfield’s and Jacub’s letters, which besides 
theG... 2... eee , (whereof they had 
@ copy) were the only ones of those transmitted, 

oe directed, or indeed thought proper 


that 
so to do. 


such occasions.” 


That Chivers, to whom this letter was di- 
rected, means general Dillon, is evident from 


the folluwing circumstances. 


On the 18th of May, Cane writing to Kelly, 
owns the receipt of these letters from the bishop, 
put over against the name of Cane in Plunket’s 
cypher, is writ Dillon, and Kelly answering this 


very letter of Cane's directs to Chivers. 


sides which, it appears from innumerable pas- 
gages, that Cane and Chivers mean the same 
with Digby and Dixwell, which have been 


shewn at large to denote general Dillon. 


The bishop’s letter to Musgrave (who will be 


proved to be the late lord Marr) is as follows: 


To Mr. Musgrave. 


Sir; April 20, 1722. 


s¢T received from Mr. Hatfield (after a long 
intermission of such favours) a letter which 
was very welcome to me: I have also consi- 
dered carefully what he had to offer to me in 
‘particular, and entirely agree with what is pro- 
posed ; but my present sad circumstances (of 
‘which he has already informed you) will not 
suffer me to be active soop, or even set for- 
ward the affairs entrusted with me in so speedy 
a manner as I could wish; the best is, that as 
d cannot act openly, so neither is there, I 

think, any immediate need of it, some time be- 
‘ yng requisite towards ripening matters in order 
( . . « “7d, which, if has- 
sily begun, may be attended with suspicions 
and other inconveniences; but you may de- 


tofixthe'C...,.3:. 


pend upon it thatthe: .... 


ee ee 
committed to my care, sball be forwarded in 
due time to the persons concerned, as also all- 
. «8 as I judge, and at the 
time I judge, they will best promote the ser- 
What is to be wished for, is, that the 
person whom I am to act with, would come to 
town, and his doing so may be facilitated better 
from your side, than by any thing that can be 
slone here; by that time he comes, I hope I 


such other: .:. 


vice. 


shall be able to take my part with him. 


add no more now, heing very ynfit to say even 
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Though I have for some tume 
thought, that nothing of importance should be 
trusted to the post, and am resolved myself not 
to send that way; yet thedeath of lord Sunder- 
Jand makes such a caution more indispensibly 
necessary; for you may depend upon it, that 
those in power here will now enter into mea- 
| pures of more severity and strictness, and em- 
ploy all their diligence, as well as power, on 
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thus much, but that-I am with entire respect 
and confidence, Sir, &c. T. Irtincton.” 


That Musgrave (to whom this letter was di- 
rected) means Marr, is thus proved. 

Dillon’s secretary writes to Kelly that Mr. 
Lane (over against which name in Plunket’s 
cypher is writ lord Marr) was much pleased 
with his first letter, which, as has been ob- 
served before, was writ on the 16th of April, 

Soon after a person writes to Kelly, acknow- 
ledging the receipt of this letter of the 16th of 
April, and expressing his satisfaction at IIling- 
ton’s willingness to be reconciled with Hacket; 
his letter is signed 918, which number is found 
by the decypherers to denote the proper uame 
of a person beginning with the letter M, and 
Kelly answering this letter directs to Mus- 
grave. . 

Besides which, Musgrave is found to be a 
person, whose pension is saidto be stopped in 
England, at the very time that a pension 
granted to the late lord Marr was stopped, and 
is spoken of in other letters as one suspected of 
betraying them, with such circumstances as fix 
the person meant to be the late lord Marr. 

The bishop's letter to Jackson (who will be 
proved to mean the Pretender) is as follows: 


To Mr. Jackson, under the cover of Mr. Gor- 
don le fils Banquier a Boulogne sur Mer. - 


“ Sir; April 20, 1722. 
“Tam sorry to find by yours, which Hat- 
field brought, that you know our circuinstances 
on this side so well, because that knowledge 
does not, I apprebend, give you any advanta- 
geous opinicn of us; however, let that be as it 
will, it is not fit you should be deceived, and 
rely on more than will be made good to you: 
if you guessed at my right mind, I dare say it 
was agreeable to your own, and that you could 
not but see through the forwardness of all 
those unsupported pretending people. Not- 
withstanding this opportunity is elapsed, F agree 
with you, another inay offer before the end of — 

the year, though not perhaps every way so fa- 
vourable: however it became me to speak - 
strongly on that head, especially at the time 
when the: ..... . was drawn, which was 
long before it was transmitted, for it was kept 
back a great while, in hopes that deeds might 
have accompanied words, and sent at last rather 
to justify the writer in respect to that part he 
had undertaken, than to push on any design in 
so uoprovided a condition; I find I was not 
mistaken, and am glad I was not so, wre 
every word of that: .....- - passed the 
view and approbation of the persons concerned, 
but they were to be and shall always be by me 
treated tenderly, though nothing shall engage 

me to enter deep with them for the future. 
had taken this resolution before Hatfield's re- 
turn, and am pleased to find that you coocur 
with me in opinion, As soon as God restores 
me to my health, and some other melancholy 
circumstances are blown over, which will be as 
soon as there is any occasion for me, I will not 
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beide. In the mean time give me leave to 
vihdnw myself seemingly from any engage- 
mestofthis kind ; I shall return to it, I doubt 
nol, with more ability to promote the work : 
not that I will decline any proper occasions 
tat may offer themselves to converse freely 
with the men, and in tbe manner I have, been 
wed to do, for it is fit upon all accounts 1 
should dosos but by little and litele that con- 
idence will cool, and make room, I hope, for 
somerbat of a more solid and important na- 
tore, I dictate this in great pain, and for that 
reasoo, and because I ain not at present in any 
readuess to go further, I shall add only my 
futhiul assurances of an entire and unalterable 
resect for you.. R.” 


That Jackson (to whom this letter is di- 
rected) means the Pretender, appears from 
Punket's cypher, in which, over against the 
name of Jackson, is writ, The King; though 
two names had gone before in that cypher, 
orer against which is writ, King George. 

Besides which, Plunket’s letter mentioning 
his and Layer’s journey to Rome, is directed 
to Mr. Jackson; and Jackson appears from 
other letters to be the same with Malcom, to 
vhom application is made in a letter from 
Edinburgh, fur a patent for knight baronet, 
aod for orders to raise one or two battalions. 
The cypher made use of in these three let- 
ters, isthe very same that is made use of in 
\wo letiers intercepted from the late duke of 
Uruond’s agents in Spain; of which notice 
bas been already taken. And the same cy- 
pher is also used in letters from George Kelly, 
aud to Dennis Kelly. And among the papers 
of the latter was found a piece of a cypher in 
George Kelly’s hand-writing, which your Com- 
mittee are informed is a supplement to the 
Cipher made use of in Jones and Illingtun’s 

ers, : 

The clerks of the post-office, who opened 
aod copied these three letters, having been 
newn several papers sworn to be George 
Kelly’s hand-writing, have d 
that the letter to Gordon junior, signed James 
Johnson, as well as the three letters inclosed 
la it, directed to Chivers, Musgrave and Jack- 
‘on, were all, to the best of their knowledge 
aod belief, writ in the same hand with those 
Papers: Which joined to Neynoe’s informa- 
hon, that Kelly bad told hin he was employed 
im writing Jetters for the bishop to the Pre- 
lender's agents abroad; thot the bishop never 
let him carry a bit of his hand-writing out of 
the room; ‘and that Kelly made use both of a 
‘Numerical cypher, and a cypher of fictitious 
tenes, for managing this treasonable corres- 
Poudence ; appears to be a strong confirmation 
that these three letters were dictated to Kelly 
by the bishop, and that the bishop is the 
"a denoted by the names of Jones and Illing- 
‘a,and by the cypher 1878. 
a what maoner these letters were conveyed 
Para, will be observed m that part of the 

which relates tq Kelly. ‘Fhe corres- 
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pondents at Paris own the receipt of their 
packet from their cousin Jones; and on the 
7th of May, Kelly writes Dillon word, that Ii- 
lingtoo is glad to hear his letters came safe, 
and wisbes his next to be more to Dillon’s sa- 
tisfaction. 

Your Committee having thus laid before you 
the grounds they have to be convinced, that 
these three letters were sent from the bishop of 
Rochester to general Dillon, the late lord 
Marr, and the Pretender ; they think it their | 
duty to make some observations on the contents 
of them. 

They observe from his letter to Dillon, that 
he has contracted a great intimacy and familia- 
rity with a professed Roman Catholic, who ap- 

openly in arms against tbe late king 
illiam in Ireland, and being obliged to leave 
that country so long ago as the capitulation of 
Limerick, has ever since adbered to the same 
cause in foreign parts, and is at present more 
active and industrious than any other of the 
Pretender’s agents, in exciting a rebellion in 
these kingdoms. He is at this time a lieutenant 
general, and has the command of one of the 
Irish regiments in the French service. 

Your Committee observe, That as the dif- 
ferent professions of these two pergons could 
lay no sort of foundation for any intimacy or 
intercourse between them, so the long absence 
of general Dillon makes it highly probable, 
that their acquaintance could not be com- 
menced before his leaving these kingdoms; and 
that it can only have proceeded from their 
being long united and confederated in the come 
moo support of the same wicked cause. 

Yet their intimacy is such, that the bishop 
acknowledges the receipt of several papers from 
Dillon, together with directions for communi- 
cating them, which the bishop owns he obeyed 
as far as he judged it proper for the service. 
Some of these papers appear to have heen from 
the late duke of Ormond, who is attainted ; 
and others probably from the Pretender, whom 
be has so often abjured. ; 

He advises Dillon to press the soliciting sup- 
plies; and owns he bas been desired to under- 
take that province himself, but that he had 
hitherto declined it; not from such restraints as 
should naturally have arisen in the mind of one 
of his character and function, but merely on ac- 
count of some former ill success and misma- 
uagement, in which he owns he had been deeply 
concerned. - ing 

He afterwards advises Dillon to use the same 
caution which be himself intended, of not trust- 
ing avy thing of importance to the post, endea- 
vouring to act within the shelter and safeguard 
of the laws for sabverting our happy constitu- 


ction. 
This great caution, which (as Neynoe said 
Kelly told him) the bishop used, made bim so 
extremely careful, as not to let even the man 
he trusted most, have one line of his own hand- 
writing ; and shews that be was wonderfully so- 
licitous, not to avoid the guilt of treason, but 
only to escape the punishment due to it, by 


~ 
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saving himself from the danger of legal con- 
viction. ? 

Another of his letters is to the late lord Marr, 
who so lately appeared in arms against his Ma- 
jesty, and has since bad a post of the greatest 
confidence and trust near the Pretender. 

In. this letter he owns the receipt of one from 
Marr by Kelly, together with verbal instruc- 
tions ; which, to cut off all excuse of surprise 
or inadvertency, he says he carefully considered, 
and yet intirely agreed to. 

He then mentions his present sad circum- 
stances, but comforts himself, that as they will 
not permit him soon to act openly, so neither 
is there, he thinks, any immediate occasion for 
it, some time being necessary towards ripening 
matters; so that when a proper opportunity 
should have offered, the mask was to have been 
thrown off, and he was then openly to have 
avowed the cause, which he bas hitherto sup- 
ported only in disguise. 

The other letter of the bishop’s is to the Pre- 
tender himself, in defiance to uiat law which 
makes the holding any correspondence with 
him, or his agents, high treason. In this letter 
he owns the receipt of one from the Pretender ; 
and to shew how well he deserved that confi- 
dence, he himself, wha best knows the thoughts 
of his own heart, declares, that if the Pretender 
guessed at his right mind, he dares say it is 
agreeable to the Pretender’s own. 

He then encourages the Pretender to hope 
for a second opportunity, though not every way 
so favourable as the first, which was elapsed. 

This favourable opportunity appears to have 
been that of the elections ; and your Committee 
cannot but observe, that the two most riotous 
elections of any throughout the kingdom, were 
that of Westininster, a place under the imme- 
diate influence of the bishop of Rochester ; and 
that. of Coventry, which appears by this report 
to have been ammated by Carte an agent of 
the bisbop’s, and one employed by. him in 
Managing bis treasonahle correspondence. 

He afterwards takes to himself the merit of 
some writing, which he had drawn up ard 
transmitted to the F'retender, after it had first 
passed the view and approbation of the persons 
concerned: though he says it had been kept 
back a great while, im hopes that deeds might 
have accompanied. words: which again shews 
his treasonable intentions to have been the re- 
sult of mature deliberation; and that though he 
had hitherto dealt in words, yet otber acts of 
treason were what be hoped for, and was aim- 
ing at. . 

As soon as God should restore him to his 
health, he promises to abuse it towards the 
prosecution of his treasons, and in the meaa 
time desires leave to withdraw himself seem- 
ingly from any engagements of that kind, that 
he might return with greater zeal and activity 


to destroy this church and state, by placing a 


popish Pretender on the throne, in violation of 
re most sacred oaths eo frequently taken by 
ma. - . ; 


4 


- 
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Your Committee will now proceed to shew 
what farther part the bishop appears to have 
had in the treasonable correspondence and 
negotiations carried on with the Pretender’s 
ageots in France. | 

On the 11th of May, Motheld answers II- 
lington’s Letter sent to Musgrave (Marr) the 
20th of April. This answer was inclosed ina 
Letter to Kelly. Fhe substance of the an- 
swer is to condole with Illington on his loss, 
and to express great satisfaction on finding 
him in the same sentiments with Marr in rela- 
tion to their old friends and acquaintance 
(Hacket) and in another Letter to Kelly, he 
lets Illington know how agreable this reconci- 
liation would be to Farmer, and bow much ta 
Farmer’s interest. 

Your Committee see reason to believe from 
passages in several of the letters, that Farmer 
ineans the Pretender. in 

It bas been observed above, one of the pe- 
riods of time, fixed by the conspirators for put~ 
ting their design in execution, was the begin- 
ning of May, 1722. 

On the ist of May, Dillon’s secretary writes 
to Kelly, “* That Mr. Jones cannot take a better 
time to have himself fitted with an easy saddle, 
there being a number of saddlers idle in France 
at present, who in case of wars would be so 
very busy there would be no coming at them.” 
This is explained by what Neynoe said, that in 
Kelly’s cypber sadlers stood for Irish soldiers, 
though he did not know any Letters bad been 
intercepted where that term was made use of, 
and in Plunket’s cypher, saddles stand for re- 
giments, and girt for one hundred men. 

On the 2d of May, Dillon himself acknow- 
leges the receipt of his cousin Jones’s letters 
of the 20th of April, and “ expresses much 
concern for that lady’s ill state of health, being 
much afraid bis own small concerns can hardly 
be settled to satisfaction, till she is able to s0- 
licit in bis favour.” 

On the 7th of May, Kelly writes to Mus- 
grave (Marr) .“ That he had communicated bis 
Letter to Mr. Jones; and that Mr. Jones de- 
sired a Letter from Musgrave or Farmer (the 
Pretender) to Hacket, to bring him to town, 
without which it would. be impracticable for 
them to do business together ; that Jones finds 
Armstrong und company very loth to be any 
way concerned, having no opinion of the pre 
sent hands, however that it is still necessary to 


make the most of them.” 


Who is meant by Armstrong and Company 
does not appear to the Committee, 
On the 9th of May, Dillon’s secretary writes 
to Kelly, “ That if aie post had not brought an 
addition, of three to the six formerly come from 
Jones to see what 


is still wanting for the purchase she intends to 


make.” Who is meant by RKepney is not cer- 
‘tain, but in the following part of this report 


there will appear grounds of a probable coa- 


jJecture. 


This passage relates to @ bill of exchange oH 
6,000/, probably) sent over to Calais, a0 
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thence to Waters the Pretender’s. banker at 

Pars, on the 16th of April; the receipt of 

whichis acknowledged in several letters both to 

George Kelly and Dennis Kelly. This para- 

graph which says, ‘* That if three more are 

notcome, besides the six from Repney, it is 
easy for Mrs, Jones to see what is still wanting 
for the purchase she intends to make,” sbews 
plainly, that Jones was at lenst privy to that 
remittance, which agrees with what Pancier 
has deposed upon oath, that he was told by 
" Skeene, among other particulars relating to the 
cosspiracy, that a large contribution had been 
rased aed put under the management of the 
bstop of Rochester, which was called their 
military chest. 

On the 10th of May (three days after the 
exampment) Kelly writes to Dillon’s secretary 
"That it was reported the king had absolutely 
refused to pot off his journey, and intended to 
st outearly next month; and that if they 
could then compass barrels enough, the sooner 
the wine comes, be believes the better. He 
adds, that Jones promisesto bea good cus- 
tomer, and that he hopes Hacket and Jones 
wil give them the finishing stroke.” The time 
of year in which this letter was writ, and the 
absurd supposition of its being more difficult to 
fod barrels than wine, shews sufficiently that 
these words are not to be taken in their literal 

Your Committee are ioformed, that wine was 
explained by Neynoe to mean invasion, though 
kehad never been told that any such word had 
been made use of in these letters, nor had 
been asked any question about it; and in 
Plunket’s cypher, berrels is explained army, 
tad vines one thousand men. . 

On the 19th of May, Dillon’s secretary writes 
to Kelly, “ That he is assured by good hands, 
Hacket and Jones are the best able to adjust 
us particular concerns ; that he does not ques- 
bon their good dispositions, and that .doing it 
timely will be a double merit.” 

On the 19th of May Kelly was taken into 
tustody, about the 7th of June he was admitted 
t bail, and on the 11th he writes an account 
ofhis examination to one Gerard, whom your 
Committee believe to be sir John D'Obryen, 
whom Kelly owned tu be employed by Dillon 
in writing a him. In this letter Kelly says, 

He was chiefly questioned about a little dog 

got from France, and about five or six cant 
hanes, which were Illington, Jones, Cane, 
Howell, Quitwel, and Hacket; and that whoever 

ington is, he was the person chiefly struck at.” 

On the 18th of June he writes to Dillon, 

itis absolately necessary to make no 

more use of their present account book since 

that have part, may by the same 

Method have got the whole; and that it will be 

byhly improper for him to meddie with busi- 
at least for some time.” -_ 

fom this time forward your Committee ob- 

that the names of Jones and lliington are 


nO wwe heard of in the intercepted corres- 
pondence, 


1723.—relating to the Conspiracy. [158 


Thomas Carte, clerk, takes up the management 
of the bishop’s correspondence. 

The letters from Carte are signed, and those 
to him directed, by the name of George Wil- 
liams; and Mrs. Harbin, to whose house the 


were directed, having been examined before 


some lords of the council, has deposed on oath, 
that Carte desired ber to take in letters so di- 
rected ; and that she delivered one so directed 
into bis own hands. "a 
_ And in the cypher taken among Dennis 
Kelly’s papers in George Kelly’s hand-writing, 
Mr. Carte is designed by the fictitious names of 
Thomas and Trotter, who appear, by com- 
paring several passages in the letters, to mean 
the same person with George Williams. 

From the time of George Kelly’s being first 
taken up, the bishop of Rochester is denoted 
by the names of Rig and Weston, as will ap- 
pear from the following circumstances. 

On the 30th of August, Kelly writes to 
Dillon a long letter, wlich contains the par- 
ticulars of the bishop’s being taken into custody, 
examined, and committed. On the 14th of 
September, Dillon’s secretary writes to Kelly, 
“‘ That his letter on the 30th of August came 
safe, and that the particulars he gnve of Mr. 
Rig’s case were very acceptable to Dillon, 
whose concern for a true and worthy friend and 
relation cannot be doubted, and a longing de- 
sire to know herentirely clear of her distemper.” 
In the same letter he desires to know what is 
become of Carte. 

That Rig denotes: the bishop is farther con- 
firmed by these particulars: Kelly in his first 
letter after his enlatgement, writes word to 
Gerrard ; “ All I can do now, will be only to 
deliver to your cousin Rig anv goods that you 
can send by private bandas He is determined 
not to receive them any other way, and indeed 
T cannot say he isin the wrong. How far this 
late affair may affect him, I cannot tell.” 

Now since it appears that Kelly was formerly 
employed in conveying letters, to and from 
the bishop (which are often called goods 
in the intercepted correspondence) since the 
bishop himself had desired in his ‘letter to 
Dillon, that no more letters of consequence 
night be trusted to the post, and since Kelly’s 
examination about the dog could affect no one 
but the bishop, it may justly be concluded, 
that Rig and the bishoparethe same. =~ 

That Weston is the bishop, will appear 
from the following circumstances. 

Qn the 7th of June, Dillon’s secretary writes 
to Carte, and acknowledges the receipt of a 
letter from him of the 28th of May, (which was 
soon after Kelly’s being taken up) and after 
expressing great satisfaction, “ That the late 
rumours of a plot had not occasioned a total 
interruption of commerce, nor obliged any of 
their correspondents to go aside: he adds, that 
Dillon desires to be most kindly remembered 
to his good friend Mr. Weston, for whom he 
was in the greatest concern, on account ofa 
story that his clerk had been laid up for debt, 


neither does Kelly so frequently | butthat he hopes Carte’s next letter will put 


"rte letters of great business, but in his stead — him at full ease in this matter,” 


a 
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This plainly has reference to Kelly’s being 
taken up, and his relation of clerkship to the 
bishop has been fully explained by what goes 
before. 

On the 14th of June, Carte writes to Dillon’s 
gecretary, and endeavours to put him at full 
ease in relation to Mr. Weston, by teiling 
him, “That Mr. Weston is in the country, 
that he saw him two days ago, that he is per- 
fectly well, and as easy in all his affairs as any 
man alive, and very mach Dillon’s humble ser- 
vant.” It appears by depositions annexed to 
this Report, that the bishop was in the country 
at that time. 

_ On the 14th of July, Dillon writes to Weston, 
under cover to Carte ; aud desires he will ad- 
mit one Skinner (sent over from France express) 
to receive his commands. 

On the 26th of July, Kelly writes werd that 
Rig and Skio had been lately together, and 
-that before they met, Rig sent to him to know 
how Skin stood witb Dillon and his partners. 

On the same day Stanley (who appears by 
the matter of his letter to be the same with 
Skinner, writes to Dillon, “ That be had been 
with the correspondent, to whom the letter of 
credit was sent, and had partly engaged him in 
his arrack affair.” On the 3Oth of July, Carte 
writes word, he had the honour of introducing 
Stanley to Mr. Weston, aud mentions the 
arrack affair, of which nouce will be taken in 
its place. 

rom these passages it appears, that Weston 

(the name made use of by Carte) means the 
same with Rig, (made use of by Kelly) which 
Jast was shewn before to mean the bishop of 
Rochester. , 

Rig therefure and Weston being made use of 
to denote the bishop, it remains to be consi- 
dered what part Rig or Weston appear to 
bear im the sequel of the intercepted corres- 
- pondence. | 
. It appears by the letter from Dillon’s Secre- 

tary of the 7th of June, that they apprehended 
in general on Kelly’s being taken up, that some 
of their correspondents would be obliged to go 
aside, but that their greatest pain was for Mr. 

Weston, whose intimacy with Kelly was such, 
that Kelly is stiled his clerk, which is no im- 
proper name for one that kept the cyphers, 
which are stiled throughout the intercepted let- 
ters, books of accompts, and in Layer’s cypher 
are called rentals. If Kelly had bad no secrets 
to reveal, the pain for Mc. Weston, and the 
fear of other correspondents going aside, 
would act have been so considerable. 

On the 14th of June Carte sets them at ease 
in relation to Weston, who was, he says, as 
easy in his affairs as any man alive: Which 
might be the case, Keily having burnt his 
papers, being bailed out, and at liberty to as- 
sure his friends, that the lords could get nothing 
out of him at his examination, where he stre- 
nuously denied his having ever heard of the 
names of Jones or Illington. 

On the 11th of June, Kelly sends his friends 
at Paris an account of his late misfurtune ; and 
after complaining of their neglect, in not bailing 
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him out sooner, and intimating that such usage 
might have provoked a passionate'manto be- 
tray their secrets; he says, your old friend Rig 
indeed offered all that could be expected from 
the poor man. .This passage proves pretty 
plainly that Rig was one of those whose secrets 
it was in Kelly’s power to have betrayed, and 
who therefore thought himself principally cou- 
eerned to keep Kelly in good temper, by all 
possible offers of assistance. 

Kelly in his next letter of the 18th of June, 
says, “ The occasion of my misfortune | will 
lay at nobody’s door in particniar, though 
your old frien! Rig seems to believe, 1t has 
rather proceeded from some pretended friend 
than any real enemy; and as his conjecture 
lies on this side, you may easily guess the point 
it tends to.” This passage shews, that the 
discoveries made were known by Rig to be well 
founded, since no one could be led to suspect, 
that an information intirely false should pro- 
ceed from some friend intirely in the sectet ; 
besides, it shews Rig had friends, in whose 
power it wasto betray bim, and that those 
friends were known to the correspondents in 
France, since Kelly says, they are able to guess 
who it is that Rig suspects on this side. This 
is a farther intimation, that Rig nad friends on 
the other side of the water, in whose power it 
was equally to have betrayed the secret. 

Kelly thentells Dillon, ** ‘That icas absolutely 
necessary to make no more use of their present 
accompt book, since they that have got pars, 
may by the same method have got the whole.” 
This is a direct confession, that the names of 
Jones and Illington, and others on which Kelly 
was questioned, were really a part of the cy- 
pber in use between him and his correspond- 
entsin France: And as Kelly writ word that 


‘ Illington was the person prineipally struck at, 


and knew very well by Mrs. Barnes’s confession 
about the dog, who Iilington was understood 
to be, it amounts to a confession, that thay 
exposition of the name of Illington was true. 
He then adds, * All that lies in my power 
now, will be to deliver to your cousin Rig any 
goods you can send by private hands, he. being 
determined not to receive them any other way.” 
So that by private hands Rig was still willing to 
receive thein. : 
However Kelly says, “If your business car 
be conveyed any other way to him, you cannot 
do me a greater favour ; for to tell you the 
truth, it 1s against my vpioion and inclination, 
to have any farther dealing that way.” This 
shéews what dealing Kelly had hitherto had, 
and at the same tine explains how Carte comes 
tobe employed in managing the bishup’s cor- 
respondence for the future. . 
Kelly adds, “ That be does not know how far 
this late affair may affect Rig.” This shews 
thathe knew Rig was engaged in some crt- 
minal correspondence, since the receiving a 
dog from France, or being called by a fictitious 
name, could not otherwise have affected him. 
On the 16th of July, Carte writes a long 
letter about some MSS. and Weston’s opinioi 
of them, as also thatof Finch. What is meaos- 
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by Manuscripts, does not appear; neither is it 
certain who Finch is, but fe is spoke of as 
being in high repute with Weston. 

On the ist of August, Dillon writes to Carte, 
“That he cannot apply to amore sufficient 
jadge than Weston about his concern with 
Mr. Finch; and he often repeats, that he 
makes a most particular case of Mr. Weston's 
Judgment, that he relies intirely on Weston’s 
friendship and advice,” and other expressions 
of the hike nature. 3 

Onthe 14th of July, Dillon writes a letter 
to Weston (the bishop) enclosed to Carte, in 
the following words : 


“To Mrs. Weston, inclosed to Mr. George Wiil- 
liams at Mrs. Harbin’s over against Se- 
merset House. 

“Dear Madam, Saturday, 25 July 1722. 
“Tcannot on any reasonable grounds com- 
plain of your silence, though long it appears, 
because I am informed of the situation 
your health, and the concerns of your family, 
are in by bankrupts and law-suits ; permit me 
however to fulfill a part of my duty in present- 
ing you my best respects, and unalterable at- 
tachment to you and yours. I wish this may 
find you so far recovered from past mischances, 
as that you may be once more ina humour of 
affording me a comfortable line. I have all 
the stock I bought lying by, and I intend it 
remain so, until you advise me of the 

proper time to dispose of it, being fully con- 
vinced that in the slippery age we live in, I 
cannot confide to any better than you. I hear 
Many say that our stocks will infallibly rise 
again to a good height, by Mr. Walpole’s 
wise and able management; from whence I 
should hope not to be so much a loser in re- 
serving mine. Still my lights at this distance 
can be but very imperfect: Therefore, dear 
madam, I will earnestly pray your direction, 
When you find leisure to grant me this favour, 
as also of forgiving this trouble, fur which I 
ofer amends in any manner [ can be of ser- 
Vice to you. The few acquaintance of yours'I 
Converse with in these parts, are well, and 
rely, as I do, on your friendly advice, ina 
most particular manner about their concerns 
inthe funds. ~=They desire you will he pleased 
to admit Mr. Skinner to receive your cominands, 
who is directed to call upon you, and explain 
some particulars too tedious fora letter. He 
seems? to be very ready at business, and 
will obey your orders punctually. Iam with 
the greatest esteem and sincerity, dear Madam, 
yours, &c, Dicsy.”. 


On the 16th of July, Dennis Kelly writes 


word to France, that Skinner arrived in town 
the night hefore, that he had been to wait on 
him, longing much to know how the fall of 
socks affected: his friends. 

On the 26th of July, Kelly writes to Dillon’s 
secretary, “ That Rig and Skin had been lately 
together, and that before they met, Rig had 
sent tehim to know if Skin stood well with 


Dillon and ” He adds, “That Rig 
Vou. Vill. es 
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still seems to promise his assistance, if he can 
get the better of his suspicions; and that Rig 
went into the country the day after Skin and he 
bad been together.” It appears by a deposi= 
tion annexed to this Report, that the bishop 
came to town on the 19th, and returned to 
Bromley on the 21st of July. ; 

Onthe same dey that Kelly writ, Stanley 
who is the same with Skinner) writes to Dillon 
“T have been with your correspondent to whom 
the letter of credit was sent, who has partly an- 
swered my demands, and promises to comply 
in all points with your directions.” 

He then adds, ** I must now give you an acs 
count of what product may be hoped for from 
the public funds.” : 

Then follows a paragraph, some few letters of ' 
which are in cypher, but as your Committee is 
informed, in such an ensy and obvious one, that 
any one that reads it, may with the least atten 
tion decypher it. In this paragraph, instead of 
saving a word about the funds, he acquaints 
Dillon, “ That they are certainly betrayed by 
some one intirely in the secret, who has given 
such light into all their affarrs, that the most 


_minote circumstances are perfectly found out; 
that therefore he must caution him, as he 1s ree 


quested, to be very careful who he converses 
with even at Pariz, without excepting anyone.” 
. This paragraph explains sufficiently what is 
meant by stecks and funds; and it 1s remark- 
able, that in Plunket’s cypher, Brokers is ex 
plained Agents. The owning themselves dis-- 
covered by some oue intirely in the secret, 
proves there was a secret, and that the disco~ 
veries of the government were well founded. 

ile then adds, ‘I have partly prevailed with 
the currespondent (Weston) to undertake what 
he had firmly resolved against, whichis the pro= 
curing Arrack, which cannot fil succeeding by 
that channel.” Andon the SOth of July, Carte 
writes to Dillon in the following words : 

“ T had the honour of introducing Mr. Stanly 
to Mr. West, who received him in the best man- 
ner, and assured him of his readiness to serve 
him in whot be could. ‘Mr. Stanley was much 
pleased with him, but did not engage him to 
solicit in his Arrack affair, which yet 1s of the 


| greatest consequence tou: him, and Mr. W. is 


most capable of serving him in, because in the 
esteem of all the commissioners in whose power 
it is to relieve him in the case. And as Mr. 
W. would do it effectually if engaged in it, so 
Mr. Stanly desires me to beg the favour of you 
to request the favour of Mr.W. in a letter from 
you to Mr.Stanley, which he is sure would for- 
tify the good inclinations Mr. W. has already to 
serve lnm, and effectually engaye him in the 
thing.” : 

The original of this letter being stopped, 1S, 
as your Committee are informed, in Carte’s 
own hand-writing. - 

What is meant by these mysterious passages 
about Arrack, must be left to the conjecture of 
the House. 

If this be compared with the bishop’s letter 
to Dillon, and with Pancier’s deposition, 161 
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not improbable, that by Arrack may be meant 
contributions of money. , 

But whatever is meant by it, the Committee 
observe, that it was a point of the greatest im- 
portance to the conspirators, since it was thought 
necessary to be laboured by a person sent from 
France on purpose; and the bishop’s reluc- 
tancy to come into it argues it to have been 
something very dangerous, and beyond the or- 
dinary lengths of his compliance. 

And they observe that the principal direction 
of the conspiracy under all the disguises of 
Stock, Manuscripts, and Arrack, is submitted 
to the bishop’s judgment, on which, it is often 
said, they do intirely rely. 

Your Committee having thus laid before you 
the principal matters in the intercepted corres- 
pondence that relate to the bishop of Roches- 
ter more immediately, will now proceed to state 
to you what they find in the same correspond- 
ence relating to George Kelly, who, as has 
been shewn before, acted so much under the 
direction and influence of the bishop, that it 
cannot be supposed he would take any step of 
consequence in aa affair of this nature, without 
the bishop’s being at least made privy to it. 

The Committee forbear repeating what was 
mentioned before about the heads of memorials 
to the Regent, brought by Kelly to Neynve; 
but they find some further particulars in Ney- 
noe’s papers, relating to Kelly alene. | 

“ That Kelly had owned to him bis having 
been formerly at Avignon while the Pretender 
was there; that at his return from France last 
winter, he brought over several papers and let- 
ters, and among the rest, one In French, in the 
hand-writing of Dillon’s secretary, intitled, 
Reasons humbly offered to cardinal Du Bois, 
proving that the establishing the house of Stuart 
on the throne of England, preferably to that of 
Hanover, is the real interest of the crown of 
France, or to that effect. That this piece: was 
brought to Neynoe to be translated, which 
being written by a Papist, and turning much on 
the advantage that would accrue to Popery, 
Neynoe advised against publishing it. 

‘‘ Bhat Kelly told him at other times, that 
100,000/. pay 50,0002. would be sufficient for 
bringing in the Pretender, and that he would 
warrant the sum would be found. 

‘That whenever there happened to be a 
stand made for the Pretender, great numbers of 
volunteers from France would appear for him,” 
which agrees with the accounts sent from thence, 
and with the letter from Dillon’s secretary about. 
securing Sadlers, which Kelly explained to 
Neynoe to mean Irish soldiers.”. | 

Neynoe farther said, “ That Kelly proposed 
to bim to go over to France, and to settle in 
lord Lansdown’s family, where he said he 
might be of service, and promised to make his 
reception easy.” And your Committee observe, 
that the very time, when Nevnoe was taken 
_ Sing to France, Kelly writ to Dillon’s secretary, 

* That he would soon see a young fellow, whom 
he had mentioned to him some time before; 
and that he might rely on his honesty.” 7 

Neynoe farther declared, “ That Bingley his 
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fellow-traveller (now in custody) lodging in the 
same house with Kelly, when Kelly was first 
taken up, burnt a bundle of writings, he had 
that day received from Kelly.” _ 

Julin Malone (formerly servant to Mrs, 
Barnes) who waited on Kelly at his lodgings 
has deposed, that this Neynoe, John Plunket 
now 1n custody, Carte, and Dennis Kelly, 
often visited George Kelly. 

As George Kelly is frequently designed by a 
great variety of fictitious names in the inter- 
cepted correspondence, the Committee think it 
proper first to apprise the House, what reason 
there is to assert, that those uames do really 
belong to Kelly ; and then to shew the nature 
and importof the correspondence carried on 
under those names. 

It appears to your Committee, that since 
the beginning of April 1722, (tle time of 
Kelly's last return from France) a great oum- 
ber of letters going to France, were by order of 
the government opened, and copies of them 
tnken, aud that several of those letters, though 
signed by different names, were observed by 
the clerks who copied them, ‘to be all in the 
same handwriting, and one of the originals 
having been stopped for a specimen of the 
hand, and having been shewn to John Malone, 
he has deposed upon oath, that be had often 
seen George Kelly write, and that he believes 
itto be his hand. Three other papers seized 
at Mvs. Batnes’s, having been shewn to Ma- 
lone, he has sworn them severally to be Kelly's 
writing, and the same three papers having been 
shewn the clerks of the post office, they have 
sworn, That to the best of their knowledge and 
belief, as well the original letters stopped, as the 
others sent forwards, which were signed, some 
of them Johnson, others Hatfield, J. J. G. H. 
and Wilkins, were all in the same hand with 
those three papers so attested. 

This general proof fixes several of the names 
to belong to Kelly: and it is remarkable that 
if any of the names above mentioned be allow- 
ed to belong to Kelly, all the rest by which he 
signs or is directed to, may, by the series 0 
his correspondence, be shewn to belong to the 
same person. that 

But your Committee farther observe, t™ 
almost evcry individual name he makes use 
of is attended with some particular P00’, 
which determines it to belong to him : i 
which notice will be taken as the names 4 
mentioned. mae 

It has been observed already that he ca 
from France about the 19th of December, i ° 
S. 1721, and that a letter was found tees 
the bishop's papers dated the 16th of Decemiets 
in which mention is made of a letter ree time 
by Johnson, and an answer returned some 
before in Johnson’s hand. 

Neynoe declared that the la 
the Regent, which Kelly employ 
up, was in December 1721, an 
tained a demand of 5,000 men for th following 
of oe conspirators ; in ree . ; 
Kelly went again to France, ad | 
end of April the government received uequer 


é 
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tuk accounts, that repeated application | whom they call Clynton, which they advised 
huten made tothe Regent for such a body of should be eqnally divided between the Pre- 
forces, tender and Ormond ; whether Kelly was cone 
Tie bishop in bis letters (writ soon after siderable enough to have this advice sent him 
Key's ret from France) acknowledges the | for his own governinent and direction, or was 
reek of aletter and verbal jnstructions from | only to be the channel for conveying it to some 
Nar by Hateld, and of a letter frora the 
Pretender by the same hand, and mentions 
Hatield soowing bis present unfitness for 
business 
But tle kuers signed Hatfield, which were 
copied a the post. office, are swornto have 
been inthesame hand with other papers which 
anion be Kelly’s hand writing: aad it 
aman bya letter from Marr to Hatfield, 
athe was the person to whom the dog was 
sat for Ilington, which shews Hatfield to be 
Kd, and confirms ~Neynoe’s information, 
that Kelly received letters directed by the name 
of Haield; and it appears that he not only 
brought over letters from France, agreeably to 
slut was told Mrs. Levett by Mrs. Barnes, and 
caimed by Neynoe; but that he was trusted 
with aletterto the bishop from Jackson the 
name made use of for the Pretender in Plunket’s 
cypher, which cypher ic is evident Kelly was 
w stranger to, since he makes use of several 
ater names* found ia that cypher, to denote 
ibe very same persona that are there expressed 
ud designed by those names. _ 
Oa the 21st of April Dillon’s secretary writes 
to Josbua Vernon (which will be shewn to.be 
another of Kelly's names) congratulating his 
safe return; and telis him, ‘ That his first let- 
ter was very pleasing to Mr. Lane (which is ex- 
plained lord Marr in Plunket’s cypher) who 
wated mith much impatience for thuse of Mon- 
y hoping to receive a more particular ac- 
count of his bills, which he daily becomes more 
preted for, the prospect of a good vintage en- 
easing by late showers which had dropped 
be »and raised the spirit of the labourers; 
seeds it seems more plain, that on ed- 
prepased.?” y money, good bargains may be 
a afterwards tells him, “‘ That Dillon ad- 
() i the money which Kelly mentioned in 
ie hands should be equally divided be- 
ton isd edley and the Pretender ;” who Clyn- 
they oe not appear to the Committee, but 
ile reason to believe from passages 10 
ers, that Medley means the late duke 
of Ormond, 

Pd tells Kelly “That Farmer and family 
uneas ibe that Mrs. Hughes became so very 
: was dismissed and is on return.” 
Pretendes ne shews, that Farmer means the 
Hoehes wha” being well known that Mrs. 
Vas on ile hurse to the Pretender’s child, and 

From ae to Englaad about this time. 
Cat Kei] letter your Committee observe, 
iD wolicits gree employed by Marr and Dillon 
; tPinatary. supplies for the service of the con- 

© sum of wn that he had acquainted them of 


— ~ money lodged in the hands of one, 
Lane, Yowell, Xoland, Cane, 


the consideration of the House. 

Qn the 23rd of April (as has been observed 
above) Kelly sent the bishop's packet of letters 
undercover to Gordon at Boulogne, with or- 
ders to him to deliver ittoa tall black man whe 
would svon call on him for it. 

This person is in other letters called Crow, 
and appearsto your Committee by several con- 
current proofs to be James Talbot, an Irish 
Papist, concerned in the Preston rebellion, 
and now in the Spanish service. 

_ Kelly in his examination before the Com- 
mittee owned his being intimately acquainted 
with this Talbot, and his having seen him the 


J. Talbot was seized among Mrs. Barnes's pa~ 


France to Kelly, signed J. T. which is an ao- 
swer to one writ by Kelly to Crow. : 
On the 29th of April Gordon acknowledges 


the bishop’s) and says he delivered it to the 
gentleman as he was directed, who set out for 
Paris on the 30th of April. On the tst of 


friend Crow is arrived safe, and delivered the 
three books you gave him, as directed. 

On the: 2nd of May, Dillon himself writes 
to James Baker (which. will be shewn to be 
another of Kelly’s names) and says, “ I saw 
‘your acquaintance Crow two days ago, who 
delivered me a present from my cousin J ones.” 

And on the same day James Talbot writes to 
Kelly, “« That Mr. Gordon gave him the packet 
at Boulogne, which he delivered safe on Mone 
day last as directed; he adds, the person re~ 
ceived me very obligingly, and was much more 
open to me than I expected. Then, and since, 
he let me know he does not despair of doing 
his business.” ~ 

On the 7th of May, Kelly writes to Dil- 
lon, “ That Illington was: glad to hear he 
had received his Letters by Crow, and wished 
his next might be more to Dillon’s satisface 
tion.” : 

Froin these passages it appears at one view, 
that the bishop’s letters were sent by Kelly to 
Boulogne by the post; and thence conveyed 
to Dillon at Paris by Talbot, Kelly’s intimate 
friend. 

On the 24th of April, Dillon’s secre- 
tary writes to Kelly a long account of one 
Xoland (Nicholas Wogan) wito was to Come 
mand one of the ships that was to be hired of 
some Swedish merchants at Cadiz. 

This ayrees with Mr, Crauturd’s letter of 
the 25th July N. S. 1722, in which he says 
that Nicholas Wogan was to have the com- 
mand of one of the ships under Morgan, one 
of which having been lately taken at Genoa, 


other person of greater distinction, is left to — 


morning he left England: and aletter signed - 


pers, in the same hand with a letter sent from 


the receipt of a packet (already proved to be — 


May, Dillon’s secretary writes to Kelly, “ Your , - 


—/_ woe 


Pe ee a ee tof 2d 


s 
eS ee 
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the commander (as your Committee are informe 

ed) has writ over hither, that she was hired of 
gome Swedish merchants at Cadiz, with seyeral 
other circumstances, which agree intirely with 
this letter to Kelly, and shew for what use 
those Swedish ships were hired. ; 

In the same Letter Dillon’s secretary takes 
notice, “ How kindly Freeman (the Pretender) 
had spoken of Kelly in his last.” 

On the Suth of April, Kelly answers. this 
Jetrer, but calls Nicholas Wogan by the name 
of Moore, and says, “I wish his chief may 
succeed in his journey ;” which being com- 
pared with the accounts sent about that time 
from Mr. Davenant at Rome, that the Pre- 
tender was preparing to embark, makes it more 
than probable that he is the chief, to whom 
Kelly wishes success. 

Kelly then gives an account of a very im- 
portant conversation he had with one Hore ; 
who is meant by Hore, your Committee will 
mot take upon them pusitively to determine, 
but by comparing several passages of the let- 
_ ters together, it appears to them highly pro- 
bable, that it is sir Harry Goring, in which 
Opinion they are the more confirmed by Hore’s 
being mentioned as ill of the gout in France on 
the 14th of September; and Kelly takes notice 
in his pocket book that sir H. G. went to F. 
the 23d of August, which wasthe day before 
the bishop was taken up. 

In this letter, Kelly says, ** Hore is most 
impatient to have a more satisfactory account 
from your side, and hopes there may be room 
now to expect it, since there was nine remitted 
by Repney; he will soon as he tells me, send 
you two more, whiah with the twelve thousand 
arms provided by Mansfield’s (Ormond’s) rela- 
tions, and which are now ready to be sent 
wherever designed, and paid for too, will, he 
hopes, bring matters to soine prospect of bear- 
ing.” 

Your Committee observe, that this impatience 
of Hore falls in, in point of time, with the ac- 
count lord Orrery gave Layer, that lord North 
and Grey, sic Harry Goring, lord Strafford, and 
others, were going to du a rash thing in favour 
of the Pretender. That it likewise agrees with 
the letter to Dodsworth mentioned in the 
former part of the report, where it is said, 
“ ‘That the hopes given by G. to expect a great 
suin, and by N. that he had raises twenty thou- 
sand pounds, induced Ormord tu supply Mor- 
gan, aid to make other necessary provisions ;” 
part of wiich provisions appear to have been 
‘the twelve thousand arms mentioned in Or- 
mond’s letter of the 27th of April, in Mr. 
Stanhope’s the 8th of June, and again in this 
letter of Kelly’s. . 

Kelly adds, ‘* That he hears Ormond conti- 
nues still upon the old string, that he can get no 
officers, and says, I wish the sending over 
Hore's, &c. conimissions inay not do more burt 
than good, for that affair is already become no 
secret, and may pique some friends, as well as 
put ill wishers on their guard.” 

This passage shews that the scheme for an 
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insurrection was at that time in such forward. 
ness, that commissions were actually sent over, 
and confirms the account of the late duke of 
Ormond’s being expected with officers and arms 
to support it. a 

On the ist of May, O.S. Dillon’s secretary 
writes to Kelly; “ That he believes they have 
a suficient quantity of barrels bespoke, forthe 
wine they intend to buy; and that he hopes 
Clynton and company have sent Malcom half 
money, which Hure said he had, to pay for the 
barrels which Jacobs has at his disposal.” 

It has already been shewn that Malcom 
means the Pretender, and as Clynton’s money, 
which was before to be divided between Or- 
mond and Jackson, is now to be sent half of it 
to Malcom, this is a farther confirmation that 
Jackson means the Pretender; and agrees 
with the intelligence from France of sums sent 
about this time to Ormond and the Pretender. 

In a letter to Kelly of the 2d of May was 
inclosed ove from Dillon to Jemison, who ap- 
pears to be some intimate friend of John 
Plunket’s, and was present in France, when the 
cyphers were settled between Dillon and Kelly, 
but his real name is undiscovered. 

In this Letter Dillon acquaints Jemison, 
‘That Mrs. Freeman intends to bring her 
cause to a trial as soun as possible, and that he 
believes Mr. Abel's departure will be no-de- 
triment to her pretensions.” This passage, 
compared with other letters, shews that by 
Freeman is meant the Pretender, and by Abel 
his Majesty, and confirms the design of an in- 
surrection at the beginning of May. : 

Dillon then desires Jemison, ‘‘ To assure his 
cousin Rogers (John Plunket) of his best 
respects, and hew much he depends on her 
friendly and kind offices in his family concerns, 
which have great need of so good assistance.” 

Plunket being examined by the Committee 
in relation to this letter, denied his knowing 
any sucli person. : 

On the 7th of May, Kelly writes to Dil- 
lon, acknowledging the receipt of the let- 
ter for Jemison, mentions a long discourse be 
had with one whom he calls Mr. Fox, who re- 
sented his being put out of the Pretender 8 Set- 
vice by Dillon; but Kelly endeavoured to con- 
vince him that Dillon had no hand jn tt, ap 
laboured tu regain him, Who Fox is, does 90 
appear to your Committee. 

Kelly then takes notice, “That the Pre- 
tender’s favours to Hore, &c. had given grea. 
offence, and that Rogers (Plunket) hearing 0 
the freedom which Hore and some of his pert- 
ners touk with him, is much disobliged at 3f, 2° 
had ordered Jemison to tell Dillon so. 

Your Committee observe from this pass#S¢> 
that Plunket was treated as one whom 3t d 
thought of consequence not to disoblige; a 
that Kelly was apprized of his intimacy ¥ 
Dillon. a 3 having 

Kelly then gives an account of bis -~ 
called on Mrs. Medley’s (the nae deel 
mond’s) chaplain. The Letter which es 
him so to do, was directed to James 
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and ths in which he says he has: called upen 
thectaplain is signed J. J. which shews that 
Jaoes Baker is the same with J.J. which are 
the initial letters of James Johnson. 

Qnthe 10th of May, Kelly writes to Dillon’s 
seeretary an account of the discoveries made by 
thegorernment, and the encampment of the 
king's forces; but your Committee observe his 
msurancesof success were so strong, that in 
the mae letter he says, “ The king will go 
abroad ost month, and if you can then com- 
pess barrels enough, the suoner the wine comes, 
I beleve, the better”? 

Qn the 19th of May he was taken into cus- 
tofy: and it appears to vaur Committee by the 
deposition of one of the méssengers who seized 
hin, that when be was seized he offered todraw 
hs sword, but was prevented. That the other 
mesenger being called out of the room to res- 
cue one of their companions, who was in dan- 
ger of being murdered in the strect, Kelly call- 
edto the people of the house to lock the door, 
and sewing his sword, which diad been laid by 

in the window, drew it, and made a pass at the 
messenger, who verily believes he did it with an 
umention to murder him; that he afterwards 
malea second pass, and swore if he came in! 
agin he would stab him ; and said, that if the 
secetary of state who signed the warrant 
bad been there he would have done the same. 
That the messenger poing out to call for help, 
nd returning within a minute, was told, that 
Kelly hadin the mean time buraot one of the 
Papersseized upon bim. 7 

Another of the messengers bas deposed, 
that before Kelly offered this violence, be bad 

Nshewn by the messengers the scutcheons 

Or badges of their oftice, and likewise had been 
shern their warrant signed by one of the Se- 
tretaries of State; that the warrant was also 
Mewn toa person present in the room, who 
perused it, and declared to Kelly, that it was 
a suficient authority for apprelending him. 

our Committee think it unnecessary to 
make any observation an a behaviour, which 
tmplies lus having so strong a Sense of his own 
guilt, that hé rather chose to stand all the con- 
“quences of resisting and assaulting his Ma- 

Ny § inessenger in the execution of his ottice, 
20 to let his papers fallinto the hands of the 
ernest, fearing (as may justly be conclu- 
ed) that such adiscovery might prove fatal to 
elf as well as others, 
ri your Committee find, that however care- 
staed oo estoy all his Papers, yet one was 
~ "peu him and preserved, which is of it- 
. Mit sutbcient ty prove him concerned in the 
Weasonable 
correspondence above set forth. 


mags Listof Directions in the following 


“To Antho 
v ony Saunders, esq. or Mr. Joshun 
il Will's cofiee-house, Covent-garden, 


& . 
To Mr: James Baker, or Arthur Stephens, 


‘ 
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esq. at Burton's coffeé-house, in King-street, 
St. James’s, London.” 


By the three first of these names most of the 
Letters to him above-mentioned came directed ; 
and your-Committee find, thata person having 
been employed to watch at Burton’s coffee- 
house who should take up letters directed to 
James Baker at that house, has deposed upon 
oath, that on the 14th of May, a letter so di- 
rected being left there by the postman, George 
Kelly came in and took the same, opened and 
read it, and wentout of the house with a Let- 
terin his pocket to Mrs. Barnes’s. 

It appears to your Committee, that when he 
was examined before the lurdg the @1st- of 
May, 1722, he endeavoured to account for his 
receiving letters by various names, by saying, 
that one Mr, Talbot, who was under a cloud, 
and who went for France or Spain about a 
week before, had desired him to call at coffee- 
houses for letters directed to the said Talbot 
by several nnmes; and particularly that the 
letter directed to Baker, which he owned he 
took up, was for the said Talbot. Yet your 
Committee observe that the said Talbot ar- 
rived at Boulogne on the 25thof April, and 
did bimself send a letter from Paris to Kelly 
on the 2nd of May, signed J. T. directed to 
Mr. James Baker at Burton's coffee-house, 
aforesaid, and letters continued to be sent by 
that direction from Paris, ull the time that 
Kelly was taken into custody, though Talbot 
was all that time in France. | 

Kelly being examined by your Committee 
in relation to these letters, persisted in the 
same account, that they were for Talbot, and 
that the occasion of Talbot's going abroad, 
was, that Talbot had receivcd an account of 
general Crofton’s being dead, and of his hav 
ing Jeft hiny what he had. Which particular, 
your Committee observe, agrees in part with 
Neynoe’s account, that Kelly had shewn him 
a letter at Burton’s coffee-house, from Dillon’s 
agent or secretary, in which it was said, that 
the deathof general Crofton would be a great 
loss to Mansfield, which name Kelly explained 
to him to him to mean the late duke of Ormond. 

Kelly farther owned to your Committee, 
‘¢ That he went to France the beginning of the 
winter, 1721, and again the spring following, 
on account of transactions he had inthe stocks 
there; that he was desired by a brother of the 
lord Dillon’s tocarry over to general Dillon, 
an act of parliament relating to the estate of 
that family, but that this was the only paper he 
carried ; that he saw Christopher Glascock, 
who is a captain in Dillon’s regiment, and knew 
sir John D’Obryan who is Dillon’s secretary, 
and bad likewise seen Colin Campbell of Glen- 
donoroule, at coffee-houses, but had never spoke 
to the latter. : Bon te 

Yet your Committee observe, that asin his 
letters he often sends services to sir John and 
Christy, he does also to Glen and Collins, 
which last name is explained Glenderoule in 


his own cypher taken among Dennis Kelly's 


71] 


papers. Aod when he was examined hefore 
the lords, he owned his having received let- 
ters from one Glasyow at Paris, which name in 
Planket’s Cypher is expressed by the fictiuous 
name of Howell, and has been shewn above to 
mean the sane with Quitwel, Querry, Bon- 
neville, and other names which belong to Dil- 
lon’s secretary, and are subscribed to several 
treasonable letters from France. 

Kelly denied to your Committee his being 
at all known to the late lord Marr, or Alexan- 
der Gordon of Boulogne, though he owned his 
going by the name of okaccat by which name 
the letter to Gordon was signed, and the an- 
swer from Gordon directed, and the letter 
from Mar was directed to Hatfield, which name 
has been shewn to mean the same person as 
James Johuson, and bas been proved by other 
circuinstances to belong to Kelly. 

He owned his writing toa broken banker at 
Paris, by a fictitious name in relation to stocks, 
. but said that he had forgot the name, and that 
he never received a letter in bis life signed by 
a fictitious name. 

But your Committee had reason to believe 
from the whole tenour of his behaviour at his 
examination, that he grossly prevaricated with 
them; for at his first coming in, before he 
would make any answer, he very formally in- 
sisted that nothing he should then say should 
he made use of against his own life, nor as evi- 
dence against any other person: And upon 
these conditions he promised to answer directly 
to all questions that should be asked him. 

Your Committec seeing some reason from 
the manner of his insisting upon these condi- 
tions, to believe that be was disposed to act 
ingenuously with them, ordered him to with- 
' draw, that they might consider amongst them- 
selves, how far it was in their power or proper 
for them to agree to conditions, which would 
have made bis examination of no effect ; and 
upon his being called in again, and receiving 
soch answer as the Committee thought it in 
their power to give, he denied his knowing any 
thing at all of the conspiracy. This your 
Committee apprehend to be altogether incon- 
sistent with the conditions he insisted on, which 
manifestly imphed that a confession of all he 
knew, might endanger his own life, as well as 
affect other persons; but in the course of his 
examination he owned to them, that the pro- 
mise they had given him, was not satisfactory, 
though as he pretended, he could not have an- 
swered their questions in any other manner, if 
their promise had come up to the conditions 
he insisted on. 

Your Committee observe, that Kelly was ad- 
mitted to bail from his first confinement about 
the 7th of June last, and they conceive it tu he 
@ great aggravation of his guilt, that he imme- 
diately took advantage of this enlargement to 
resume the same treasonable correspondences, 
and to send triumphant accounts to France, of 
his having baffied the government by the har- 
dened obstinacy of his behaviour, thereby im- 
proving, asfar as in him lay, the liberty 
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granted him by the favour and indulgence of 
the Jaw, to the subversion of our bappy con- 
stitution, For on the 11th of June, but a very 
few days after his being out 08 bail, he sent a 
long letter to Gerrard, (whom your Committee 
believe to be sir John D’Obryan, as has been 
already observed) in which, the better to dis- 
guise the matter, he gives an account of his 
cousin’s late misfortune, as from a third per- 
son ; but ina subsequent letter to Dillon the 
18th of June, he owns the writing this letter 
himself. 

In this Letter to Gerrard he says, “ That he 
was bai'ed the Thursday before, and that the 
judges were never known so severe in any case 
of the like kind ; that most of the questions 
asked him at his examination were about 
littke dog, which he got from a surgeon when 
he was last in France, that they menuoned no 
persons to him but general Dillon, and one 
Mr. Morgan; that to the first be owns he is a 
little known, having carried over an act of par- 
liament to him that concerned his family, but 
that the latter he never saw; that lord Care 
teret had a list of five or six cant names, as be 
called them, which were Illington, Jones, Cane, 
Howel, Quitwel, and Hacket, and what he 
never heard of before; that however they 
would persuade him he knew some persons that 
were meant by those names, which he vows be 
never did, and whosoever Illington 1s, he was 
the person priucipally struck at. That he is 
not at all satisfied with the behaviour of his 
friends, that Gerrard’s old friend Rig indeed 
offered all that could be expected of the poor 
man, but others in whose power it was to do 
more, shewed no concern at all for bis misfor- 
tune ; that he lay 10 days in the closest con- 
finement, without so much as a message from 
any of those that he depended most upon ; 
that it is well he had. no secrets to reveal, since 
such usage might provoke a passionate man, 
aud that the world 18 pretty weil convinced that 
he had not, since no persons seemed to be.the 
least apprehensive that he could do them any 
mischief. 

“That this shews what the friendship of 
some people is ; but whilst there is one righ- 
teous person, we must, for bis sake, overlook 
greater misfortunes. 

‘¢ That he is very well, and under no great 
concern for any thing as to himself but the 
expence, having more than his own to answer. 

““He concludes, with desiring Gerrard to 
direct under cover to Mr. Andrews, at the 
Dog and Duck in St. James's Street.” 

Your Committee find that after this tme 
several Letters did come from France, directed 
to Mr. Andrews at the Dog and Duck; and 
that the master of that house having been ex- 
amined, has deposed on oath, “ That one An- 
drews ordered him to take in letters, that 
should come by the foreign post so directed, and 
that three of those letters were directed to the 
Dog and Duck in King-street by mistake, but 
were afterward brought to his house in St. 
James’s Strect, and taken up by Andrews, who 
happened to be there when they came in,” 
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It appears farther to your Committee, that 
the said Andrews having been examined, has 
deposed on vath, “ That Mr. Johnson, alias 
Kelly, desired him to take in some letters di- 
rected tohim, Andrews, at the Dog and Duck 
ale-hoase in St. James’s Street; that he re- 
ceived in the whole four or five in the months 
of Joly August, and September last, to the 
best of his remembrance, that they appeared 


by the charge of postage to be foreign letters, 


aod tha be delivered them unopened to the 
said Johnson, alias Kelly, who paid him the 
postage; that he, Andrews, knew nothing of 
rok contents, Nor ever returned any answer to 


Oa the 18th of June, Kelly writes to Crow, 
(James Talbot) giving him an account of his 
late misfortune, and the reasons of his silence, 
aod mentioning his design of going over into 
rance, as soon as his appearance in West- 
moster-Hall should be over. 

“He then sends his service to all friends, 
parucularly to sir John aod Christy, (sir Joln 
DObryan and Christopher Glascock) and 
desires Talbot to tell the latter he must find 
out some other address for him to write by, 
since he has good reasons for not using the 
former, which have prevented him for writing 
to him these ten days past, and that if it were 
toa French person, it would be so much the 
better,” | 

Your Committee observe, that soon after a 
French direction to Monsieur Masonneuve, 
was sent over to Kelly by Christopher Glas- 
cock, which Kelly made ose of for some time, 
and the original letter in Kelly's hand stopped 
at the post-office, is so directed. They like- 
wise observe the reasons which Kelly says he 
had, not to make use of the old directions, ap- 
pear evidently to have been, that.he was ques- 
luned before the lords on the names of Howel 
and Quitwell, which were the names made use 
of for Glascock. 

_He concludes his letter to Crow, with de- 
tnog bim to direct to him by the name of 
Wilkins a¢ Will’s coffee-house ; and your Com- 
mitee observe, that nut long after a letter 
came signed J. T. and 90 directed; which was 
stopped, and is in the same hand with tlie 
leuet signed J. Talbot seized at‘Mrs. Barnes's, 
which confirms Talbot to be Crow. 

Q this letter to Crow was inclosed one 
from Kelly to Dillon, by the name of Dixwell ; 

s0stance of which has been partly set 
forth in that part of the Report, which relates 
to the bishop of Rochester. In this Letter 

He desires to be excused from meddling io 

‘ness for some time ; but says, it does not 

from any change of opinion, or resent- 
went of the little concern that has been shewn 

“0, but from a conviction, that without chang- 

tg both their method and their people, it will be 
ibleto make any thing of it.” 

y adds in this letter: ‘* Your corres- 
Pondeats at Will’s and Burton's are gone, and 
mice you may write no more that way, and 

you do me that favour, please to address 
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under cover to Mr. David Wilkius at Will’s 
coffee house, Coveyt-Garden, and not to An- 
drews, as I desired.” 

This passage confirms the list of directions to 
Will's and Burton's found in Kelly’s pocket ; 
and shews that the letters to Wilkins, as well 
as Andrews, were for Kelly, though, as is before 
observed, he denied the having ever received 
any Letter under a fictitious name, 

On the 28th of June, James Talbot writes 
to Kelly, ‘‘ Congratulating him on bis enlarge- 
ment and behaviour, and expressing his sur- 
prise, that he should at such a juncture have 
reason tu complain of want of friends.” ° 

On the same day, Glascock writes to Ireton 
under cover to Andrews; and as Andrews de- 
livered these letters unopened to Kelly, this 
shews that Ireton is another name for Kelly, of 
which the matter of the letters furnishes abun- 
dant proof, 

In this letter Glascock takes notice, that 
Kelly’s Letter to Chitwood came safe. This 
refers to Kelly’s Letter of the 18th to Dixwell, 
= shews Chitwood to be another name for 

on. 

‘“ That what he had recommended in rela- 
tion to the new book of accounts would be ob- 
served, and that Forrester had the same ad- 
vice given to him and Ormonde.” Who For- 
rester is does not appear to the Committee, 
but as he is mentioned here with the late duke 
of Ormond, he is probably the person, who 
wrote the letters to Dumyjlle and Dodsworth 
above-mentioned. 

Glascock then tells him, f* That Ormonde 
had expressed much concern for what had be- 
fallen Kelly. He afterwards desires the parti- 
culars of his.case, and to know what is wante 
ing for paying off the.doctor’s and apothecary’s 
bills, acknowledges the receipt of a letter from 
Rogers, and inquires after Jemison.” 

On the 28th of June, Kelly writes to Talbot, 
Of the neglect that had been shewn hia, and 
the reasons that he had to decline any farther 
traffic with the merchants here; he gays, if Tal- 
bot perceives no likelihood of a sudden change 
for the better, he must retire to some cheap 
part of the country, if Dillon allows of it; ex- 
presses his great obligations to Dillon, and his 
readiness to execute any private commands of 
his;” and adds, (what appears ta your Com- 
mittee very remarkable) “ If I were in a condi- 
tion to bear the weight of public business, Dil- 
lon should never be at the trouble to employ 
another; but that he is heartily sorry Dillon 
himself has done it so long, for ungrateful 
people on this side; says, he never intended to 
trouble his friends on this side on his own pri- 


vate account, lut public ones of this nature are 


what he thinks they ought to take care of, since 
they are best able to do it, and expect the best 
returns for it.” : 

Your Committee observe from these pas- 
sages, that, though Kelly would have it be- 
lieved he only coresponded with persons in 
France on private affairs, relating to the stocks, 
yet be here owns in effect, that he had beer 
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trusted with affairs of a public nature, and that 
those transactions having brought on him the 
displeasure of the government, it was reagsun- 
able fur him to hope for support from those in 
Engtand, who expected the best reeurns from 
his aud D'tlon’s joint labours. 

Your Commitee farther observe, that this 
letter was directed to Crow, and yet in it was 
inclosed one from Trelan?, relating to family 
atfa:rs, directed to Janes Talbot, esq. 

On the 4th of July, Glascock writes to Kelly, 
“That Dillon intended to Lave sent him a 
letter of credit by this post d-awn on Mr. 
Harrold, but kept it back till he heard from him 
for fear by removal into the country, or by any 
other accident, it should be lost.” 

On the 11th of July, Glascock repeats the 
same, and his suspicion that the letters to An- 
drews had miscarned, Then acquaints Kelly 
with kind expressions that he had seen froin 
Dr. Freeman and Mrs. Malcolm (the Pretender 
and his spouse) in relation to Hawksby’s tirst 
operation in bis late violent distemper. 

Your Committee observe from what follows 
in this letter, that, though in Plunket’s cy- 
pher Hawksby stands for king George, yet in 
the Pretender’s cypher it stands for George 
without any addition, and appears for that 
‘ reason to be made use of to denote George 
Kelly in this place. Be that as it will, it is 
evident from what follows, that Kelly is the 
person here meant. _ 

The Pretender’s words mentioned in this 
letter are as follows. 

“‘Hawksby’s steady and resolute behaviour 
in the first operation answers the good opinion 
I have long had of him: Iam fully persuaded 
that all the surgeons will do herea(ter shall not 
be able to alter his temper; and I hope he will 
come off with patience and a short confinement, 
by which his health will become more perfect 

and satisfactory to his friends.” 

Glascock then adds, “ Mrs. Malcolm (the 
Pretender’s spouse) in her short way of expres- 
sion, says, I am truly glad that honest Hawksby 
is recovered, for I take him to be a very va- 
luable man.” 

Then he says, “ I know these compliments 
will be comfortable to a sick person from his 
friends, for which reason I trouble you with 
them, as a proof of my attention towards one 
I wish so well,” 

These last words shew, that this comfort was 
intended for Kelly, to support him under his 
trouble, which is disguised under the notion of 
sickness; and your Committee think it unne- 
cessary for them to make any observation on a 
passage, which shews so plainly for whose sake 
at was understood he had brought this trouble 

himself. | 

Glascock next tells him, “ That as he is upon 
regulating his new book of accounts, he should 
be plad to know whether Kelly and Jemisun 
had those by them, they and Glascock rectified 
together,” 

This shews that Kelly’s journeys into France 
were not wholly on private affairs, and con- 
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firms Neynoe’s eccount of his having seen 
cyphers in Kclly’s hands, and is again con- 
firmed by the cypher found among Dennis 
Kelly's papers, which is in George Kelly’s 
band-writing. 

Glascock then sends him the French direc- 
tion he had desired. 

On the 17th of July, Glascock writes again to 
Kelly to let him know why the bill was not 
sent, and to desire a sure address. He likewise 
cautions Kelly not to draw anv inore on Digby, 
but on Messieurs Chitwood and Duplessis, at 
Mr. Hues, banker, rue dela Monnoye. Your 
Committee cbserve that this was about the 
tune that Mr. Crauturd made the discovery 
above related abiut the name of Digby, and 
that for some time after Kelly directs his Let- 
ters for Dillon to Duptessis, till a new cypher, 
which he, Kelly, sent over atterwards, came to 
be made use of. 

On the 19th of July, Kelly writes to Glascock, 
that Mr. Andrews received the several Letters 
from Glascuck all together; which was occa- 
sioned by a mistake in directing them to King’s 
street, instead of St. James’s, which agrees with 
Andrews depssition above-mentioned. 

He then * Returns thanks for the letter of 
credit intended him, and says it will come safe 
either to Mr. Waiilkin’s at Will's coffee house, 
or to Mr. Andrews at the Dog and Duck.” 
This compared with Andrews’s deposition, 
shews that the bill was for Kelly himself; 
which: observation the Committee think i 
proper to make, because, when he was exa- 
mined befere them in relation to the letters 
directed to Andrews, though nothing was said 
to him about the said bill, he immediately en- 
deavoured to explain away that matter hy the 
following prevarication. 

He said, ** He liad been desired by one Mrs. 
Oxburgh in tbe city, daughter to him who was 
executed, to receive some letters for her from 
abroad, and that he did not know, but he 
might employ one Andrews, or some other 
friend to take up such letters. That he had 
likewise received some moncy on a bill for the 
said Mrs. Oxburgh, of a litth man, a banker 
in Lothbury, or somewhere behind the Ex- 
change, and that he had indorsed the bill with 
bis own hand.” 

Your Committce observe that this last din 
cumstance makes it probable the bill was for 
himseif, since his indorsement on a foreign bill 
(which i not usually made payable to the 
bearer) would not have entitled him to have 
received the money, nor have been a sufbcient 
discharge, except the bill had been made pay- 
able to him. 

They likewise observe, that Mr. Martin 
Harold, on whom the bill was drawn, whom 
Kelly avoided to name, docs live behind the 
Exchange, though not in Lothbury; and in 
Glascock's letter of the 24th of July, Kelly is 
particularly directed to indorse the bill on 
Harold with his own name. Your Committee 
submit it to the consideration of the House, 
whether it is not evident from these circuns 
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tances, that Kelly received the said money for 
hs own use, 28 a teward for his sufferings, and 
au enconragemrent to persist in his obsti- 


neey, 

On the 23rd of July, Kelly writes to Talbot, 
“That this bil, and the Hopes of success in 
thother particuler, when the term is over, 
inekes hina fitcle easy.” 

“Thatasto what they had so often talked 
abort, bedid not know what to say to it, and 
that Nicholas Wogan’s return gave him the 
lew hopes of it, but that he heard the Beautiful 

wes certainly determined on something, 

bet shen, ancl in what manner, is what he 
knws nothing of.” Who is meant by the 
Beatifal Squire, the Committee cannot take 
upon then to determine ; but they observe this 
letter was writ the day after Layer’s return by 
Epping from INerfolk, at which time he told 
Piauket, That the Pretender’s friends would 
run dewn the ministry and king George in a 
ite time, and bring the law-suit to bear on 
ther own bottom, independent of the Regent 
& any body else ;” as is related in Plunket’s 
leter of the same date with this of Kelly’s. 

- Qn the 2d of August; Kelly writes to Glas- 
cock, “That he had received the bill. That 
hs Letter of Licence is not out till the end of 
October, and that his creditors threaten then 

him no mercy; im the mean time he 
must hope the best, ard wish that some good 

Wn of fertane may enable him to do them 
jastiee,” 

He adds, “ That he expected to have sent 
the state of their accounts before now, but that 

« gentieman who was to carry them, inet 
mthan accident the other night, which pre- 
vented him, therefore he cannot do it till he 
recovers, or some other opportunity offers :” 
Then sends a long account of Dennis Kelly’s 

ng taken up. 

On the 6th of August he sends the same ac- 
reunt to Dillon, and mentions the great terror 
the guards are under from informers; which in- 

ligence your Committee observe, was thought 
tonsiderable enough to make ari article in the 

Pretender’s late declaration. 

the same day he sends Glascock an ac- 

Count ef Sample’s, Cotton’s and one Campbell’s 

ing taken up; ** That there were reports of 
ome sit Harry Goring’s being taken, and of 
forces being sent for the lord North and Grey, 
lotd Strafford, and other persons of quality; but 
that be finds that there is no truth in them, 
andis told that the two last are come to town. 

€ then desires to know Dillon’s private 
thoughts from whence the ill report of his 

“m8in’s cirtumstances comes, which bas occa- 
“ned this severity from his creditors, and says, 

essoon to send the state of their ac- 

‘nts, which has hithefto been delayed for 
"tat of: proper hand.” 

On the Oth of Angust, Kelly writes to Glas- 
rock, “ Phat Den is come to town and behaves 
hte friend; bat that Rep is still in the coun- 

Y, m4 so is Ho; and that the latter had 
tarnestly desired Kelly to go to bim for a few 
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Gays which he had hopes of doing, but in: 
tended to make but a short stay.” 

Your Committee see reason to believe, that 
by Ho is meant Hore; and they find an entry | 
into Kelly’s pocket-book of his having been at 
Mrs. H’s, and another entry in these words ; 
to enquire for Mr. at Mr. William Bay- 
sing’s at Horn-Dean, which is a house much 
frequented by sir Harry Goring, as appears by 
a deposition annexed to this report. 

Who are meant: by Den and Rep your Com> 
mittee will not take upon them to determin 
though they think this letter, compared wit 
that writ three days before, may lead to a disco- 
very of the persons meant. a 

On the 13th of August, Kelly writes again ta 
Glascock, “ That he intends to visit H. who be- 
ing at a pretty good distance in the country, hé 
cannot return undet four or five days.” Which 
agrees with the circumstance of his going down 
as far as Horn-Dean near Petersfield. 

He afterwards adds @ very remarkable pard- 
gtaph in these words: ‘© What would you advise 
poor Trotter to do? he is ready to take a voy- 
age any where, and is, you know, an honest and 
fit person for that business; he bas wrote very 
earnestly to me for my advice, which I told 
him [ could not give till I heard from you.” 

Your Committee think it their duty to ob- 
serve to the House, that in the cypher found 
among Dennys Kelly’s papers, in George Kel- 
ly’s own hand-writing, Trotter is one of thé 
Feunbis names set over against the name of 
Carte, and that on the day this letter was 
writ his Majesty bad issued his reyal proclama- 
tion for apprehending the said Carte; against 
whom it is there set forth, a warrant had beer 
issued by one of the secretaries of state for 
treasonable practices, and that he had abscond« 
ed and fled frotn justice. 

Yet it appears from this lettet, that George 
Kelly, far from discovering where the said Carte 
was concealed, was desirous to promote his 
escape, by getting him invited to undertake a 
voyage into foreign parts; and that notwith- 
standing the treasonable practices alleged 
against him, he here gives him the testimonial 
ofan honest man, owns his having had coms 
munication with him by letter, after the time 
of his escape, solicited Glascock in his favour, 
and undertakes to aid and assist the said Carte 
with his advice, as soon as he should have an 
answer from Glascock. ; 

On the 13th of August, Glascock writes 
again to Kelly, in relation to the billon Harold, 
and mentions his expecting the gentleinan soon 
that was to clear accounts. 

He afterwards tells Kelly, “* That Mrs. Mus- 
grave had received advice from her father, that 
she is not to expect a farthing of the allowance 
due to her for the time past, of to come, which 
Allen had procured a seizure of, on account of 
her husband’s debts and mismanagement.” 

Your Committee from comparing this lettet 
with others where Musgrave is mentioned, and 
from observing the date, sce reason to believe, 
that this passage relates to the stopping a pes 
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sion, which the Committee are informed by his | 


Majesty’s singular bounty and indulgence, and 
upon application from the late lord Marr, and 
promise of services, was allowed to him; and 
they cannot reflect, without indignation and 
astonishment, on the black ingratitude of per- 
sons, who, while they were in a great measure 
subsisted by bis Majesty’s unexampled libera- 
lity, were labouring by the most wicked and 
wnjustifiable practices to dispassess him of his 
crown, and to destroy his sacred life. 

On the 17th of August, Glascock writes again 
to Kelly, and peut, Sari things says, “‘ He is 
contriving to get at Barker for a relief in favour 
of Farmer’s (the Pretender’s) children, in case 
their step-father should pretend to deprive 
them of their due.” It appears by another 
letter, Barker means some considerable person 
in France ; hut what this passage particularly 
relates to your Committee cannot with cer- 
tainty determine. However, they have thought 
it their duty to lay this and other ebscure pas- 
sages before the House, that it may be seen 
how much it is in the power of persons now in 
custody to discover, and of what importance it 
is to the safety of his Majesty’s government, 
that such discovery should be required at their 
bands, 

On the 20th of August, three days before the 
bishop of Rochester was taken into custedy, 
Kelly writes to Glascock (the original of which 
letter is stopped, and sworn to be his hand- 
writing,) and says, your cousins Ireton aud 
Wilkins are hoth gone into the country, and 
earnestly beg the favour of you not to write to 
them any more, for which you will soon know 
the reasons. | 

On the 30th of August he writes to Dillon; 
and after giving a very long and particular ac- 
count of all the circumstances of the bishop's 
being taken up, examined and committed to the 
Tower, he says, ‘“ You are by this satisfied of 
the reasons of my late silence.” Your Com- 
mittee observe, that these passages shew the 
connection, which Kelly thought there was be- 
tween the bishop and himself. 

In the same letter of the 20th of August, 
your Committee observe another very remark- 
able circumstance; Kelly says, ‘T':at he is going 
to the country that day, and he had said before 
that be was going to Mr. Hore’s, 

In his pocket-book notice is taken, that sir 
Hi. G. went to F. on the 3d. | 

On the 14th September, Glascock writes him 
word ‘* That Mrs. Hore was under a fit of her 
old sickness at Rouen: but that it was not safe, 
for many good reasons, to have her transport- 
ed to Paris, there being abundance of quacks 
going about, which cause much mischief.” 

From this time forwards Kelly makes use of 
a new cypher of names, and new directions to 
his Letters. 8 

On the 27th Kelly writes again, and says 
“ That since Mr. G. Sampson went, be has not 
heard a syllable from bis correspondents in 
France, which has been @ great detriment to 
séveral of their friends.” , 
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On the 9th of October Glascock sends him 
word, “ That all the letters he wrote by the 
Post, came safe; but that he had not yet seen 
the person, who was to deliver him the purti- 
cular instructions and address he was tn make — 
use of, that person being stull detained in the 
country; but that he had taken measures to 
get from him the memorandum Kelly had given 
him.” 

On the 17th of October, Glascock sends 
Kelly word, “ That the book of accounts sent 
by 6. Saunders is at last come to hand, though 
the person that brought it is still in the coun- 
try, so that they are now in a condition to set- 
tle accounts with Kelly.” And from this time 
forward, the correspondents in France make 
use of a new cypher of names, and new direc- 
tions to their letters. 

From all these circumstances, your Com- 
mittee see reason to believe, that Kelly sent 
over a new cypher, and a new list of directions 
to France by sir Harry Goring ; in which they 
are the more confirmed, by observing that this 
new cypher appears framed in such a manoer, 
that the initial letters of the real names are 
always prefixed to the fictitious ones, which 
last are frequently varied, but the initial lettes 
never. This will be more clearly understood 
by instancing iu one of the names. 

The person whe carried over the cypher and 
list of directions from Kelly, is in some letters 
called G. Sampson, in others, G. Stephenson, 
G. Saunders, and G, Samford; and appears to 
be the same with Mrs, Hore, who was observed 
before to be probably sir Harry Goring. 

Your Committee farther observe, That all 
the names made use of in the new directions, 
were entered by Kelly in the pocket-book that 
was taken upon him when he was last seized, 
with such marks and observations before them, 
as ueed no great explanation. Over-against 
the names of Bonnaville and Disode, is writ 
the abbreviation Glas. and a letter signed 
Disode, having been stopped at the post-office, 
appears to be in the same hand as those signed 
Howell, Quitwell, Querry, &c. which | were 
shewn above to have been writ by Glascock. 
Over-against Brisac and Du Puy, 1s writ Stur; 
and your Committee find that letters came for 
Kelly directed by these names to paler, aie cofe 
fee-house. Over-against Contade and Lunelle, 
is writ Slau; and your Committee find, that 
letters thus directed were left for him at 
Slaughter’s cotfee-house. 

The Committce are sensible, That their en- 
tering into so minute a detail, must be tedious 
to the House, but as the conspirators have been 
been no less industrious, than they are obsti- 
nate in concealing their treason, your Com- 
mittee have thought it their duty to tracc it 
through every disguise, as near as they could, 
and to lay betore the House every circumstance 
which may any way tend to a discovery so ne- 
cessary for the safety and quiet of these king- 
doms, and yet so little to be hoped for from the 
present temper and disposition of the consp> 
rators themselves, : 


Ist} PARL. HISTORY, 9 Gzoncs I. 1723.—relating to the Conspiracy. 


(182 


The first of ops hy Letters, writ in thisnew | N. Crone and S. Farrel, is submitted to the 


cypoer, isof the 10th of September, directed to 
Bonnaville (Glascock) under cover to Hues, 
banker at Paris. 

In this be says, I hope you have seen G. 
Stevenson before now, and mentions a trunk 
that he is s00n to send to him; which circum- 
mance shews be is the same person meant by 
G, Sandford in other letters. 

He then takes notice of a young fellow that 
be had recommended, which was observed be- 
fore to be probably Neynoe, “ and earnestly 
begs the gouds he carries with him may be dis- 

ofatany rate; and, if possible without, 
tL. Crawtord’s or his partners being con- 
ceed in the bargain.” Your Committee ob- 
serve from Neynoe’s informations, that he was 
to be recommended by Kelly to lérd Lans- 
down's family, They likewise observe from 
several other Jetters that Dillon, upon the 
eutun given him by Skinner from the bishop 
of Rochester, was grown very jealous of his 
former friends at Paris; from which circum- 
uances, they think it probable, that by L. 
Crawford, is meant lord own. 

He thea adds, ** Your cousin C. Saunders is 
well, aod with a friend in the country, who will 
take particular care of her, till a better service 
can be got for her.” 

This compared with what he says in his let- 


er of the 18th of August, of Trotter's having: 


wnt to him for advice, and wanting to be em- 

ployed in a voyage or other business, makes it 

ie that by C. Saunders is meant 
arte 


He then adds, “ Your relations N. Crone 
and S. Farrel have made several bargains for 
teady money in the third subscription ; and as 
the ume allowed by parliament for non-prose- 
cation will be out as soon as it sits, their cre- 
ditors will then fall upon them and all their 
fiends, and put them in jail, except you can 
seod them some relief: and though your ac- 
tons are at a very low price, however, I be- 
leve, they would be extremely pleased to have 
them suld at any rate, to enuble them to pacify 
wer creditors on this side, and to put them ina 
sate of safety.” 

It has been observed that the conspiracy is 
“ten treated of under the cant of stocks; and 
whether this third subscription may not mean 
the urd period of time fixed by the conspira- 
tors, and the relief desired be not some assist- 
ance from abroad, is submitted to the conside- 
ration of the House. 

That this passage cannot be understood in 

sense, 18 evident from its being said, 

that the time of non-prosecution expires at the 
utung of the parliament ; but your Committee 
‘pprebend, that the meaning of this paragraph 
tully explained by another in the same letter, 
ia which Kelly says, “‘ There is no prospect of 
Sate prisoners getting out till next term ; 

“ad if the Habeas Corpus act be suspended at 

the meeting of the parliament, they will remain 

dane the government's pleasure, and perhaps 
bare Company enough.” Who are meant by 


conjecture of the House. 

His next letter to Glascock is of the 27th of 
September, in which he complains, “ That he 
has not heard a syllable from D. Gainer (Dil- 
lon probably) or G, Roberts (Glascock pro- 
bably) since Mr. G. Sampson (Goring) went, 
which bas been no small detriment to some of 
their friends.” He adds, “The term being 
soon at hand, we shall be much at'g loss how 
to manage without their advice, which G, | 
Sampson positively promised to send a speedy 
account of.” 

“ The situation.of your friends stands much 
as it did, and nothing has happened of late in 
your family to ease 4 a losses, or mend their 
condition.” 

He then gives a long account of the lord 
North and Grey’s being seized at Portsmouth, 
and of his bemg to be brought to tewn that 
night; and concludes thas : 

‘‘I must now plainly tell you, that I am 
afraid your cousin N. Clifton sin avery bad 
way, and a person (whom he lately employed 
to manage some things for him, particularly to 
compound some S. Sea bargains) has not been 
true to him ; for his creditors have actually put 
him in jail, and except you can contrive to 
send him some relief from what effects he put 
into your Missisippi (for I donot find he has 
any other prospect) his confnement will prove 
fatal to him. You know his worth, and for 
Heaven's sake do not forsake him.” 

This letter being mentioned to be writ on 
the day lord North and Grey was brought up 
in custody, your Committee cannot but be led 
to conjecture, that by N. Clifton is meant the | 
said lord, and that the person said to be em- 
ployed by him, and suspected of being false to 
him, is either Lyoch or Layer ; and if this con- 
jecture be admitted, it is not improbable that 
by N. Crone, in the former letter, may be 
meant the said lord North. 

On the 20th Oct. Glascock writes to Kelly, 
‘¢ That D. Gainer (who in another part of the 
letter is called D. Gregory, and is probably 
Dillon) thinks very seriously of the commis- 
sions with which Kelly bad charged him for his 
friends, and does not refuse to employ his 
whole credit in that affair; but that one single 
urucle had consuined the bill of exchange, 
which N. Cleaton sent, and that there is not 
any other come that Dillon knows of.” 

Here N. Cleaton means evidently the same 
as N. Clifton in Kelly's letter, and it appears 
he hdd sent a bill of exchange to France, which 
was all consumed in one single article of ex- 
pence. In former letters notice was taken of 
a bill of exchange sent over by Repney, and of 
20,0001, raised by N. 

In the same letter, Glascock takes notice of 
some goods sent by Contade and Lunelle for 
Kelly's use, which he desires Kelly to send for, 
and to acknowledge the receipt of them care- 
fully. 

It appears to your Committee, that these 
goods were the Pretender’s declarations, which 
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came inclosed that post, or the next, under 
blank covers to Contade and Lunelle at Siaugh- 
ter’s Coffee-house, agreeable to the meworan- 
dum in Kelly’s pocket-book. 

To another part of the foregoing letter, it is 
said, that Mr. G. Sampson has sent over his 
project of accommodation, and waits the event 
of it; which & ws probable relates to the same 
declaration. 

Kelly being examined by the Committee in 
relation to the names in his pocket-book said, 
They were names of persons, with whom he 
had transacted stock-affairs in France several 
years ago. He owned he had scen letters at 
Slaugbter’s and Sturgis’s Cuffee-house directed 
by some of those names, but that it might easily 
happen, that there miyht be personsin England 
of the same names with others ia Fraace; and 
that it was his misfortune letters should come 
directed by those names. He insisted, that his 
pocket-book, though takes upon him, was an 
aid one, that had lain by neglected these three 
years.” Yet your Committee observe, the me- 
Morandums in it were of a late date, and con- 
tained a particular account of the time of his 
jourpnies to and from France, and of the days 
vo which he and Deuais Kelly, and the bishop 
of Rochester were taken into custody. 

‘The House will observe, that this long and 
particular.account of George Kelly ts extracted 
out of such papers and informations, as were in 
the bands of the government relating to him, 
supported by such explications as seem to the 
Committee naturally to arise from comparing 
the several parts of them together; but that 
he himself upon his examination refused to 
make the least discovery that might give light 
to any part of this tseasonable correspondence, 
though he plainly iatimated he had it in his 
power to do it, And if in some particulars, 
the Committee should have fallen short of the 
tsue and genuine explanation of the names, or 
other facts, which may easily have happened 
in unfolding such variety of matter, so indus- 
triously wrapt up in the utmost obscurity; yet 
they conceive it will not lessen the credit of 
those facts in general relating to him, which 
are supported by unquestionable evidence, not- 
withstanding his denying of them, and prevari- 
Gating so grossly with the Committee, 


Your Committee will now proceed to lay be- 
fore you such particulars, as they have col- 
lected froma the papers referred to them, relat- 
ng ta Dennis Kelly, esq. who appears tothem, 
from several passayes in the intercepted let- 
ters, to have aeted in concert with the other 
kelly, and behaved himself with the same ob- 
stinacy on his examination before them. 

Your Committee sze reason to believe, that 
the several fictitious names of Kirton, Kiile- 
grew, Sandford, St. George, and Hubberts, are 
made use of in the iatercepted letters tu ex 
press one and the same person; and as this 
person is frequently spoken of as living at the 
Cockpit, as being himself ill of a fever and ague 
part of last summer, ag having a daughter who 
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was troubled with returnos of spitting blood at 


‘particular tunes there mentioned, aud as being 


to set out with his family fur France by Dieppe, 
the latter end of July; these several cure 
cumstances being confirmed to your Cammit- 
tee by tbe written examiuations of Mr, Dessis 
Kelly’s servants to have been true of him, and 
being ia the opinion of the Committee appl 
cable to no one else, they see reason to con, 
clude, that what is afirmed in-the intercepted 
correspondence of the person desgeed by the 
names above-mentioned, is afirmed of him. 

Your Committee have tikewise been inform 
ed, that enquiry having been mnde at the Bri- 
tislk coffee-house, who took up letters directed 
thither hy the name of Sandford, # was fosud 
that one Mr. Kelly, who frequented that house, 
took them up. And a letter from Franee so 
directed, having been copied at the post-office, 
aod then delivered owt, the original of the saad 
Letter, signed M. Digby, was found in Depnis 
Kelly’s pocket, when he was taken up, as ap- 
pears by the athdavit of the messenger, who- 
seized him. , 

In this Letter Digby sends his service to his 
cousin [reton, which has been shewn above to 
be one of the names belonging to George Kelly ; 
and also mentions Hore, who has been already 
explained to be probably sir Ifarry Goring. 

Your Committee observe, that the said Let- 
ter was writ in the same hand, with another 
signed J. Gerrard, which was likewise found 
among Deanis Kelly’s papers, and has been 
observed above to be prohably the name made 
use of by sir John D'Obryan, whom Geerge 
Kelly declared to be secretary to Dillon. 

They farther observe, that both these Let- 
ters, signed Gerrard and Digby, were in the 
same hand with others found in bis custody re- 
lating to Dillon’s private affairs, which coum 
Digby to be Dillon, and Gerrard to be one, 
whose hand Dillon makes use of for his dis- 
patches. 

Another fragment of a Letter was found 
among his papers, mentioning the names of 
Ireton and Hore, which is in the same hand 
with the Letters to Plunket, signed Dixwell 
and ]Yowell, and is therefore probably the wrt 
ing of Christopher Glascock, George Kelly's — 
correspondent, A 

Some other papers were also found in his 
custody, mentioning others of the fictitious 
names used in George Kelly’s Letters, a8 also & 


‘Jong list of names, with fictitious names over 


against them, and a cypher of figures, whioh 
appear to be Georze Kelly's hand -wntng, 
are sworn, by the clerks of the post-othice, to 
be the same hand in which the Letters signed 
Johoson, Hatfield, &c. were writ. It has a 
ready been ubserved, that this cypher of figures 
is found to be a supplement to the cypher 19 
which the Letters of the late duke of Ormonde, 
and the bishop of Rochester were writs @ 
that the said cvpher last mentioned is made use 


af in ove of the mtercepted Letters from Dil- 


lon to Dennis Kelly. 


There was also found among his papery: 
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est lst of the quartering of his Majesty's 

foresahttle before the time of the elections, 

and aschesne for erecting by-hoats between 

Teadoa and Boulogne, whiok seems referred 

te in the Letters between George Kelly and 

go of eae : 
was also taken ameng his papers, a 
fragment of a very treasonable Letter, mane 

F. M. whieh your Committee conjecture was 

from one Francis Macnamara, a person con- 

cerned in the fasmer rebeliion, there being 
another Laser among his papers, with the name 

at length, in the. samo hand. 
¥our Committee have laid together these 
several ciroumstamces, that it may appear Den- 
us Kelly was concerned in the treasonable 
which is confisraed by Mr, 

Cunturd’s Leteer from Paris, 19-30 of May, im 
wach he says, “ ‘Fhere is one captain Keily, 
who feqeente the Cocoa-Tree and Will's eofee- 
hone, who is smach in the confidence of Dillon 
aad lerd Lansdown, he was here some months 
age, and is at present very active in England.” 

Yoer Comasittee find, that he was abroad 
for several mowths the latter end ef the year, 
1791, and that seme of the Letters, sent to hin. 
by fcttions names from France, were directed 
to Will's coffee-hhouse and the Cocoa-Tree. 

The mattere which they find him principally 
coscemed in by the mtercepted Letters, are, 
the remittgnee of the bill of Exchange sent 
orer from the person cabled Repney, the re- 
cept of which is acknowledged in several 
Letters to him, bis being present at a consulta- 
. Wea wxh the persons oalted Rep. Ho. and Den. 
and his being to carry over to France their 
final newer, together with a new cypher, list 
of directions, and other verbal instructions, 
ar George Kelly, for Dillon, Glascock, and 

20t. 


As Gearge Kelly’s correspondence was close- 
ly connected with that of the bishop of Ro- 
chester, Thowas Carte, and Deanis Kelly, and 
as he appears to have been privy to Plunket’s, 
%© your Committee see reason to believe, that 

was not a stranger to that of Sample, who 
®ppears to he mentioned in a Letter from Ger- 
rard to Kelly. 


Your Committee find, that John Sample, 


being examined before the secretaries of state, 
ad two of your Coinmittee, owned, that Fran- 
t#, son of the lord Sempill, commonly so call- 
td, had been in Enztand that summer, and re- 
turned (o France ataout three weeks before his 
“amination, which: was taken on the 4th of 
Aueost last, 

That during his stay in England, he (John 
Sample) was twiee in company with him, and 
that two Letters found in his trunk were re- 
ceived by him from the said Fraacis Sempill 
before his coming to England. | 

In the first of these Letters, dated June 2d- 
1th, 1729. Fr. Seanpill tells him, “ That they 
are daily cunfirmed Mrs. Hews’s distemper is 
but imacinary or egunterfeit.” By Mrs. Tews, 

¢ said, was meant the King, an by his Dis- 
lemper the late disturbances, 
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Fr. Sempill then tells him, “That this has 
put a stop to Mr. Standwell’s proceedings 
(Standwell he owned to mean the Pretender) 
but that this. cannot disconcert Standwell’s 
measures, nor even delay any thing above a 
few weeks. ; 

‘‘ That perhaps he may seon produce him- 
self to their cost, but it is not yet fall time to 
give him (Sample) hopes of that kind. He adds, 
that they have not yet heard from Mr. Houlder,” 
whom Sample explained to be the late duke of 
Ormonde. 

Your Committee observe, that this agrees 
with the acoounts given in the former parts of 
their Report, of the attempts that were to have 
been made in England about the beginning of 
May, which were prevented, theugh not in- 
tizely discontinued, by the discoveries made 
here, and by the encampment. ; 

Sample being shewn the eopies of several 
Letters taken at the post-office, directed to Mr, 
Sempill at Paris, and enelosing others, owned, 
as appears by his examieation, the writing of - 
them all, and gave explications of the names | 
made use of inthem. One of these Letters is 
to Standweil, whom he owned to mean the . 
Pretender, and another is mentioned to be for 
Glascow’s master, which is probably general 
Dillon. He likewise owned his baving writ to 
the late duke of Ormonde, and to Kenn his 
secretary; and while he was in custody of the 
messenger, he began to put down in writing a 
confession ef his crimes, which was found in his 
room after his escape. Bat though some of 
his Letters appeared dictated to him by other 
persons, your Committee donot find he would 
discover who those persons were. 


Your Committee will next proceed to lay be- 
fore you the substance of the several papers and 
Examinations referred to tbem, relating to Mrs. 
Spelman, ahas Yatlop, in doing which, they 
find themselves indispensably obliged to men- 
tion a person of high rank and distinction, Tho- 
mas duke of Norfolk,among others concerned 
in the treasonable correspondence conveyed 
through the hands of the said Mrs. Spelmane 

It appears to your Committee, that Mrs. 
Spehnan being examined on the 19th of Octo- 
ber, concerning several letters from abroad, di- 
rected to her by the name of Mr. or Mrs. Bur- - 
ton, has declared upon oath, that Mr. George 
Jernegan, (who, as your Committee are inform- 
ed, isa Roman Catholic, and avpears to have 
been long employed by the Pretender) “ being 
in England about six months before her exawi- 
nation, did, upon his gomg for France, leave 
orders with the said Mrs. Spelman to send to 
the duke of Norfolk such letters as she should 
receive from him, Jernegan, directed to Mrs, 
Jones ; and to Mr. Harvey of Combe, such as 
she should receive from him, directed to Mrs. 
Williams, in’ Newgate-street, Norwich; and 
to Mr. William Moor (who lives, or did live 
in Brewnlow-street) such as she should receive 
from him, directed to Mr. Frampton : and that 
it was agreed between her and Jernegan, that 
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he should direct to her by the name of Burton, 
when he did not do it by her ownname. 

“ That she did accordingly send (as had been 
agreed between them) the letters that came to 
her with the directions above-mentioned, hav- 
ing first enclosed them under new covers, which 
she herself directed; that she sent them b 
common porters, who always brought her bac 
an account of their having delivered them, or 
of the person’s not being at home; that parti- 
cularly one to the duke of Norfolk was brought 
back again by the porter, his grace not being 
in town, which letter she kept tll he came to 
town, and then sent it to him. That she once 
received a message from the duke of Norfolk 
by Mr. Edward Jernegan, that his grace could 
not answer a letter she had conveyedto him 
from George J ernegan, because he, the duke of 
Norfolk, had not the key of the cypher, it being 
in his bruther’s bands; she likewise owned her 
receiving several cyphers and keys of cyphers 
from George Jernegan, which she burned be- 
tween the time of her first and second exami- 
nation.” : 

Copies of these cyphers having been taken 
at the Post-Otiice, it appears that one of them 
was marked, A Key and Cypher, with Mr. 
Farmer and Jerry; and another, D. O. and 
J.; the frst of which is probably acypher be- 
tween the Pretender and Jernegan,'and the lat- 
ter between him and the late duke of Ormond. 

It farther appears to your Committee, that 
Edward Jernegan being examined in relation 


- to the message from the duke of Norfolk above- 


mentioned, has deposed upon oath, “ That 
about a fortnight before the duke went to the 
Bath, being informed that lis grace had in- 
quired for some of their family, he, Jerne- 
gan, went to waiton him, and his grace told 
him, that he had received a letter from George 
Jernegan, who wasthen abroad, but that he 
could not answer it, because his grace’s brother 
had the key of the cypher, in which it was 
written ; and that he, Jernegan, delivered this 
message to Mrs. Spelman.” ; 


The first letter directed to Mrs. Jones, (the 


duke of Norfolk) of which a copy was taken, 
is dated, Cambray, 12th July, 1722, and is 
partly in cypher, but has been decyphered in the 
mauner following : ; 


“ Sir; 

** Various considerations, which obliged me 
to submit, deprived me till now the honour of. 
writing to you; therefore flatter myself, you 
incline to favour me with opinion, that my zeal 
and altention are above falling into any negli- 

ence, where your solicitude or private satis- 
action 1s concerned, You have been in some 
manner a witness of the late tarn in affairs, and 
undoubtedly know so much of them, that I fear 
it will prove superfluous to trouble you with the 
particulars which I have: after several meetings 
with some of our friends at Paris, was 
of opinion, that the whole should becommuni- 
cated to the Regent; which being agreed to, 
that Lord was deputed to wait on him; they 
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met and parted in appearance the best friends 
in the world, notwithstanding immediately 
by the Regent’s orders the secret was 
discovered to king George. How is it pos- 
sible to arm one’s self with sufficient pru- 
dence against such a conduct? These being 
our private concerns, | leave them to divert you 
with the public news : the overture of the cen- 
gress seems now in the way to be deferred to 
the king of France majority, who since his re- 
moval to Versailles, is in a mannersolely in the 
hands of the Regent. His coronation remains 
still fixed to the 15th of October ; so, in all ap- 
pearance, this year produces no disturbance to 
the present peace of Europe. The emperor 
grows daily more aanetidl i Italy, by the 
pope’s falling into that interest : he has lately 
seized the fortress of Massa in Florence, and 
romises the investiture thereof, with that of 
arma, to the prince of Baviere, upon his 
marriage with the princess Josephma. Spain 
will be under great difliculties to find means 
to support their claim to these provinces, 
especially at a time that France seems 
negligent of every thing which concerns 
them. There is no appearance likewise that 
the affairs in the North produce any thing ma- 
terial this season. ‘The pacific temper of the 
king of Prussia secures every thing on that side, 
and has probably prevented the disturbance 
threatened in those parts. Thusat present are 
the affairs ot Europe. | 
«I did not fail to repeat my usual solicita- 
tions in favour of your brother, and to add what 
in justice I thought you merited : this I did 
upon the first occasion, after my coming over ; 
to which, from the king, I have this answer :” 


| : “¢ June the 15th. 

“ Nobody has a better opinion than I have 
of the great person you mention, nor does his 
character more justice : I shall be always de- 
sirous to do what is in my power to convince 
him of my regard for his brother, who now is in 
the country with me ; but I fear it will not be 
time to move in the particular you mention of 
some years yet, which will be the case of all 
others who pretend to the same right as I do.” 


‘‘ Thus far was his. There isa pleasure to 
see with what generous virtue he repays all 
who consider his misfortunes. 

‘‘T presume to mention one thing more, 
being moved to it out of a pure consideration 
to the credit it will give to your name. Doctor 
Witbam finds himself under the necessity of 
building the old house, being ready to fall, and 
next spring they begin, but upon so small a 
fund as will never finish the work, as 1s ought 
to be; the consequence of which must neces- 
sarily oblige them to beg the assistance of their 
friends.. I should be sorry upon this occasion, 
that any other person should distinguish him- 
self so, by a donatiun as toimerit bis arms 
to be placed in the front, where I could wish to 
see yourown. I have not spoke one word of 
this to any person in the house, thinking it 
would look more generous in you, if disposed 
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totekethe credit in laying the first stone, to 
move and offer it yourself. As to other mat- 
ters, if [can be serviceable in these parts, 
ether in your particular, or to the interest of 
the party, you know me faithfully devoted to 
both, Ihave obtained leave to return by the 
end of summer, finding it inconvenient to my 

ivate Situatiun to remain longer abroad: I 

pe then to present you with fresh proofs 
with what real and respect I have the honour 
to be, Si,your, &c. | 


“ Be pleased to address to me, a M. Hooker 
under corer A M. Pigault Banquier a Calais.” 


You Committee observe from this Letter, 

that Jeroegan supposes the duke of Norfolk 
already acquainted with a design, on which ap- 
plicaton had been made -to the Regent, and 
with the causes of its miscarriage; that how- 
ever, in order co shew his zeal and attention 
in apy thing, where he thought the duke’s s0- 
latade concerned, he sends him an account of 
what had ba ed to their common friends at 
Parts, and of the secret’s being communicated 
toking George by the Regent's order; and 
thea laments the impossibility of arming them- 
selves with sufficient prudence against such a 
conduct, which, supposing it to have been such 
a they represemt, yet could uot possibly have 
appeared blamable to any but the enemies of 
our present happy establisiment. 
_ Hethen shews from the situation of affairs 
in Europe, there is but little prospect of any 
rupture, which may be favourable or advan- 
tageous to their designs. 

Heafterwards acqaaints the duke, that he 
had repeated his solicitations to the Pretender 
i favour of his grace’s brother, and had also 
added what in justice he thought his grace 
himself merited ; to whieh he received an an- 
‘wer from the Pretender (whom he stiles the 
king) acknowledging his great opinion of the 
duke, and the justice he does his character, 
and bis readiness to convince his grace of his 
tegard by any kindness be can shew his brother. 

And the inference, which Jernegan makes 

mm the regard expressed towards the duke in 
this letter of the Pretender’s, is, that there is a 
pleasure to see with what generous virtue he 
(the Pretender) repays all those, who consider 
his misfortunes, | 

He concludes with telling the duke, that if 

¢ can be serviceable in those parts, either in 
siserace’ — particular, or to the rete 
» his grace knows him faithfully de- 

ried to both, © : 

On the 2-13 of Anugust, Jernegan writes a 
Second letter to the cluke, as follows ; 


“ Sirs 

“The vicissitade in our affairs being a per- 
Pttsal ebbing and flowing, it is extremely difii- 
— t assure any thing with certainty : In my 
7 the 12th I mentioned how things had 
pc Pened 5 and although the fact was true, yet 

' ce did not answer what we ap- 
Probeaied: Is was a politic nesessity, whieh 
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urged and demanded that conduct, and it ap~ 
pears now to have succeeded so well, that 
every hand is at work, as before, to draw 
things to‘a right conclusion; brief’s we are 
flattered that the Regent is cordially in our in- 
terest, and disposes every thing to undertake 
the work, which according to some accounts 
will be put in execution within two months. 
Those, who are serious and make due reflection 
on these matters, know haw far they may be 
usefal to the cause, and with timely and pru- 
dent precautions may dispose their friends to 
act a lively part; whilst they themselves keep 
retired, till the success one way or the other. 
determines what is necessary to be done.‘ 

‘“‘T have opportunity, by being im _ these 
parts, of picking up several good officers, and 
with a little trouble as many as would com- 
plete an intire regiment, into which any gen- 
tleman might enter himself and do bis duty 
with honour. This is what I thought fit to 

ropose on this occasion, and should be glad to 

now, if solely upon your own bottom this may 
be thought on. I shall take all necessary pre- 
caution, and shall first know certainly, what 
there is to depend upon. Your opinion oa 
these matters, with the assistance of your ad- 
vice, will lay a most sensible obligation on him, 
who entirely devotes himself, Sir, your, &c. 

“ Let the conveyer of these furnish you 
with my immediate Address.” 

Your Committee observe, thatin this Letter, 
Jernegan does with an air of great satisfaction, 
try to lessen the apprehensions and discourage- 
ments, which he supposed his former account, 
of the Regent’s having betrayed the secret 
might have raised in his grace, and says that 
every hand is now at work as before to draw 
things to a right conclusion, without explaining 
what that former work or the night conclusion 
hoped for is; which particulars, it appears, he 
thought so well known tothe duke, as not to 
need the Jeast explanation. 

Then after telling his grace, we are flattered 
the Regent is cordially in our interest, and is 
disposing every thing to undertake the work 
within two months time, he intimates, that 
from this bint one of his grace’s seriousness 
and reflection might be useful to the cause, by 
disposing his friends (who may justly, be un- 
derstood to be the Roman catholics) to acta 
lively part, while he himself lies retired, wait-_ 
ing till the event should determine what part it 
was proper for him to. take. 

He then makes the offer to his grace of rais- 
ing an intire regiment of officers in Flanders, 
into which any gentleman might enter himself, 
and do his duty with honour; and desires to 
know, whether on his grace’s own bettom such 
athing might be thought of. 

This treasonable offer, from an humble sere 
vant of his grace’s, shews that Jernegan was at. 
least persuaded it would not be ill received, 
whieh could only proceed from a thorough 
assurance of the duke’s inclinations to tbe 
Pretender’s cause, and of his intentions to sup- 
port it with men and money, whenever @ pre- 
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pability of success shoeld make it safe and 
proper for him to espouse it openly. — 

Your Committee farther observe, that this 
Letter was writ about the same time, that 
Plunket was so busy in pressing Dillon to so- 
licit the Regent’s assistance ; and that the 
term for putting the design in execution, which 
is mentioned in Jernegan’s letter to be within 
two munths from the begiuning of August, has 
an evident relation to the third periud pitched 

n by the conspirators, which, as has been 
observed before, was the breaking up of the 
camp. And it appears to your Committee, by 
veveral concurrent advices from France, Spain, 
and Italy, during the months of July and 
August, that the design, which bad been sts- 
’ pended upon the first discovery of the Plot, 
was again resumed, and preparations made for 
the Pretender’s leaving Italy about the be- 
ginning of September, for whiol) purpose the 
ship Revolution (since taken) set sail for Italy 
the latter end of August having on board near 
two huodred men, and a great number of 
_ officers. 

Mention is made im Jernegan’s letters to Mrs, 
Spelman of a great number of letters written 
to and received from Mr, Harvey of Combe, 
by the name of Mrs. Williams; and in one of 
his letters tw Mr. Harvey he says, “ The Iie- 
gent 3a e a-part, and confides in none 
but ea Ret sacrificed us to make a 
firm friend of king George. The late disap- 
pointment in our affairs has givena surprising 
power to the court of France ; they silence all 
other princes iv regard to us ; none now dare 
look that way, or undertake the least trifling 
service in our favour.” ; 

Qn the 20th of July, Mr. Harvey sent an 
answer to this letser, the original of which is 
stopped, and is sworn by Mrs. Spelman to be 
his band writing ; but .it contains such an odd 
heap of low and virulent scandal, that the 
Committee do not thik proper to trouble the 
House with any extraet of is, bat bave annexed 
it intire to their Report. 


Your Committee have already taken notice, 
that the treasemable correspondence, above 
set forth, was not confined to England only, 
but was carried on in Scotland under the same 
cant expressions of wine, trade, goods, de. 
And i ot that the Pretender’s agents 
wete equally busy in disposing matters for an 
insurrection in that part of the kingdom, at the 
ary periods of time as were fixed on in Eng- 
and. 

They find that the government has received 
information upon oath from one Lodoick An- 
derson, ‘' That on the 98th of January 1721, 
brigadier Mackintosh wne seen by him (Ander- 
son) at the house of sir John Mackerzie of 
Coul, and told Anderson that the Pretender de- 
signed to have on the crown of Scetland be- 
fore Midsummer, and that he wreto be as 
sisted from France, Spain, and Muscovy ; that 
general Gordon and captain Fullock were to 


land at the Loach Eich wah arme for this 
purpose,” 
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That Mackintosh was then in Britain agrees 
with Pancier’s deposition. | 

Anderson farther deposed, “ that on the 15th 
of February he met the lord George Murray 
at a place not far from the earl of Kintore's 
who confirmed to him what Mackintosh hed 
said, with several other particulars; that twe 
days after he met Mr. James Keith, brother w 
the earl Marishal, who after having told bim 
that there would be a descent in favour of the 
Pretender, named to him several persons (spe- 
cified ia his deposition) that were come over 
to get matters in a readiness.” 

‘his, your Committee observes, answers to 
the first period of time for beginning an insur- 
rection, with the help of fereign forces during 
the time of the elections. 

About the beginning of May, a letter was 
imtercepted, direated to Mr. Peter Smyth at 
Boulogne, and inolosing anotherte De Martia; 
which letters, as your Committee are informed, 
are in the hand-writing of Mr. Cochran. Whe 
is meant by De Martin does not appear. 

In this letter Cochran says, “‘ Our customets 
on this side the water, are as fond of tabhing 
our goods, as you are of sending them; but I 
am afraid if they are not sent soon the market — 
will be forestalled, for our enemies begin to be | 
upon their guard. He adds, that their friends 
in England are willing to send money to pay for 
them per advance, and that they in Scotland 
are not backwards, but hope, in a few days, to 
remit as much money as will be sufficient for — 
their country. He then desires to know how 
soon they may expect their wines on this side 
the water, that they may put themse.ves in & 
suthcient posture for receiving them.” 

Your Committee likewise find, that Chris- 
topher Glascock, Dillon's agent, carried on cor- 
respondences to the same eflect, with one whe 
went by the name of James Johnston at Bdin- 
burgh, and that George Kelly corresponded 
with the same James Johnston, and owned ww 
the Lords at his examination, his having sent 
the said Johnston a paper from Glascock, 


‘} whieb he pretended related only to the Mir 


Sisippi. : ’ : ; ; 
Letters were likewise intercepted goifg from 
Edinburgh, directed to Collingat Mr. Waters 5 

banker at Pans; which Cullins appears, 
Kelly’s cypher, to be Colin Campbel ef Glen’ 
deroule. : 
_ Ia one of these letters to Collins, meme — 
is made of a person of great consequence 4 i 
distinction, lately regained to the preten } 
patty, who insisted on a sight of the contr 
of copartnery, which Collins is desired panes 
over by the first sure hand ; and Cellins ‘t be 
answer, signed R. Broun, promises it sha 
sent over, ere 

Your Committee observe, that this far 
ler agrees with Faitfax’s deposition wigs sai d 
tbat Layer told him, the people a had 
were backward, but that those of Scot 
already entered into an associatiot. 

In ue same letter to Collins, it 5 onid, the 


the penton of consequence, whe hed insinet 
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sash of the contract of copartnery, de- 
wed uw oder from Mr. Malcolm for raising 
wee two battalions, but was told those or- 
ders might come time enough by the hands of 
those who happened to come first to open the 
commerce; which shews of what nature that 
Commerce Fas, 

In the same letter application is made to Mr. 
Malcolm for a patent for knight baronet, both 
whch cumstances coufirm Malcolm to be 
the Pretender. 

Yor Committee observe, that these Ictters, 
and »mechers which appear to have been in- 
tercepiel about the month of May, and are 
annred to this Report, fall in with the second 


= df time fixed by the Conspirators in 

Andon the 18th of August, O.S. Mr. Stan- 
tope writes word from Madrid that he had re- 
ceved intelligence, that the Scotch had en- 
paged to bring 22,000 men into the ficld in ten 
davstime, in case the late duke of Ormond 
vould come over with arms to head them, and 
that they daily sent most pressing messages to 
Onnond on that subject; which shews that the 
dega was reassuined 2 third time in Scodand, 
a5 was ia England, 

Your Commuttee farther observe, that agree- 
aldy to what was promised in Mr. Cochran’s 
letter of the 28th of April, Mr. William Ers- 
se did, on the 3d of May, remit 2,000/. ster- 
log to Mr. Gerrard (Dillon’s sccretary at 
Pans) and owned his so doing on his examina- 
Uon Lefore the Lord Justice Clerk, bat refused 
to discover who Gerrard was, or trom whom 
and or whose use the said sum was remitted. 

When he was taken into custody a letter 
was sewed in his pocket, which, as your Com- 
tute 1s informed, is all in the late lord Marr's 
Onn hand-writing, dated Paris, February the 
HL, 1722, in the following words: | 


F __ Paris, February 9, 1722. 
Thave, William, yours of the 7th, for which 
um obliged to you, and take all you say, as I 
cuglit, from the good heart from whence I 
how it comes, though at the same time you 
Pata greater value on your friend than he de- 
wrres: but be that as it will, Iam fully per- 
wuaded, as you may be, that he will never fail 
oo for what you mean, nor neglect 
' ‘avouring to bring it about, where he sees 
near be of advantage to his country; and his 
aa and countrymen may depend on it, 
aa they see him engaged again, that the re- 
meving of it from the low condition it is now 
rie oa otherways ever like to be, is the chief 
= - that induces him ; and he hopes in that 
y ae Not be ea pes re of all 
same thing; and the more, that 
Til take all the care Us can not to expose 
anos nla. that of others, if at the same 
s pretty sure of its doing eilectual 
ale to their own, and putting it oa a better 
I cae been these hundred years past. 
gould ul to bis own private interest, he 
Vo V {flag way which could conduce 
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more to it; bat he hopes, by his former actions, 
it appears, that he never put that in competi- 
tion with what he thought was the interest of 
his country, though in which he owns he was once 
mistaken, as aioe others may have been; but 
as he never scrupled owning his fault, since he 
fuund it by experience to be one, so he has 
ever siuce endeavoured to make amends, and 
will as long as he lives. 

‘“‘ Things are in such a situation at present 
over all Europe, that there appears littie of any 
opportunity of doing what is to be wished upon 
that account: but things of this kind are very 
uncertain, and an oppurtunity may come, or 
be brought about, when least expected; and 

au muy believe it will not be neglected when 
it dues; nor will any endeavours be wanting 
to bring it to that pass. Hush! though, must 
be the word, and triends must not take aaniss 
their not being acquainted previ uty to the 
execution, in which it is to be hop.a they will 
not fail. . | 

‘‘ You see I make no scruple in writing freely 
to yeu, but you know the consequence of this 
coming into wrong hands, and those it is fit 
aid of use to be told to, you knuw too: sol 
leave it to your own discrction, of which you - 
have given me many proofs. [have been much 
out of use of writing to HI. S. for some years 
past, and | bave not yet got a return of one I 
wrote him last summer; but I shall write to 
him of what you mention in yours. 

“As to NI y, I care not to say more 
about him, and were it not that T think it for 
the good of a certam person and cause, I should 
not even wish to have all the truth told of him, 
since his being abroad. I cannot answer for 
what handles may be given him for his justifica- 
tion; but let houest men, who wish right, tell 
the truth, where they know it, and that it is 
necessiry, and shame the devil. 

“I wish you a good journey and good luck 
with all my heart, and that we may soon have 
an opportunity to meet merrily, and be of use to 
our country. My compliments to our friends, 
and I hope we shall never have cause to be 
ashamed of other. 

J shall long impatiently to hear from you 
after your getting to London and Edinburgh ; 
and pray do not fail writing after your coming 
to both places, and have seen pegple. 

‘Send me your address, and you may be 
sure of hearing from me, when it can be of 
any use, Pleasure it would he always to me; 
but that must yield sometimes to circume- 
stances. | 

“« My family salute you, and wish you all 
happiness, as I do, who am sincerely and af- 
fectionately yours, &c. Adicu. 

“ ] wish you may have something agreeable » 
to tell me of your brother and uncle, when 
you have seen them, and remember me kindiy 
to your father-in-law. Sure we must all wish 
the same way to ourcountry. 

« What is become of our cousin Will, who I 
hear is still where you have been for some 
times” 


O 
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Your Committee likewise find evident foot- 
steps of this treasonable correspondence from 
Ireland; but having already shewn sufficiently 
the extensiveness of the Conspiracy, they for- 
‘bear to tire the House witb any further particu- 
Jars. 


Your Committee have now gone through the 
several matters that appeared to them from 
the Examinations of the persons or papers 
referred to them; and they are in hopes, 
that in reporting every circumstance that 
seemed material, they bave strictly complied 
with the intentions of the House 10 appoint. 
ing them. 

If the frequent repetitions of the same matter 
have swelled the Report into too great a 
length, they are persuaded the House will 
excuse it, since it was in all the places where 
they have done it, necessary to explain the 
passages related, ur else to shew the connec- 
tion of the treasons, as well as the co-opera- 
tion of the Conspirators in their witked de- 
sign of dethroning his most sacred Majesty, 
and overturning our present happy establish- 
ment in church aad state. 


Debate in the House of Commons respecting 
the Conspiracy.} March 8. The Commons pro- 
ceeded tu take into farther consideration the Re- 
por from the committee appointed to examine 

hristopher Layer and others; and Mr. Wil- 
liam Pulteney moved, That this question might 

put viz. * That upon consideration of 
the Report and the several Papers and Exami- 
nations relating to the Conspiracy, it appears 
to this House, That a detestable and horrid 
Conspiracy has been formed aod carried on by 
ersons of figure and distmction, and their 
kee and instruments, in conjunction with 
traitors abroad, for invading these kingdoms 
with foreign forces, for raising insurrectioms and 
a rebellion at home, for seizing the Tower and 
city of London,’ for laying violent hands upon 
the petsuns of his must sacred Majesty and the 
prince of Wales; in order to subvert our 
resent happy establishment in Church and 
tate, by slaciiy a Popish Pretender upon the 
throne. 

, This motion was seconded by sir John Rush- 
out, and Mr. Thomas Broderick; but Mr. 
Shippen and Mr. Bromley endeavoured to ex- 
tenuate some matters, which, m their opinion, 
were couched in too strong terms, as not being 

‘clearly proved. They said, They did not doubt 
of the Conspiracy, for they believed there had 
always been one carrying on against the present 
Settlement, ever since the Revolution: But 
from what had yet been laid before the House, 
it did not appear to them that there was such a 
particular concerted Plot as was mentioned in 
the question above-mentioned. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll said vai bg with a great 
deal of warmth, That be could not with pa- 
tience, and with his usual moderation, hear the 
truth of this detestable and horrid Conspiracy 
ealled in question, after so many undeniable 
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prose But, added he, as there are people who 
now nothing of the Plot, and yet believe it, so 
there are others that know the whole Plot and 
hi pretend not to believe it. He was answered 


"Mr. Jefferies, who, in particular, excepted 
against these words in the question, viz. * For 
‘laying violent hands upon the petson of his 
‘most sacred Majesty and the prince of 
‘ Wales;’ because it appeared by the 
that the conspirators only meant ‘ the seizing 
‘ or assaulting the king’s person,’ &c. But he 
was replied to by 

Mr. Horatio Walpole, who said he was 
amazed to bear such words come out of the 
mouth of a lawyer, and a member of that 
house; but since he had forgot his profeseio 
and the place he was in so far, as to make 
smal] a matter of seizing the king’s person and 
the heir apparent, on whom all that is deat 
and valnable to Englishmen, both as men and 
Christians, entirely depends, he must take the 
liberty to tell him, that much less than sering 
and assaulting the person of the king or prince, 
is by our laws looked upon 48 an overt-act of 
high-treason. i ; 

Then the question, as proposed by Mr. Pal- 
teney, was carried without dividing. 

After this sir Robert Raymond moved, “ That 
it appears to this House, That John Planket 
has been a principal agent and instrament in 
the said horrid and detestable Conspiracy, and 
has carried on several treasonable correspom 
dences to procure a foreign fotce to invade 
these kingdoms, to raise insurrections and a 
rebellion at home, and was engaged with others 
in the villanous and execrable design of tayi 
violent hands upon his majesty’s most sacred 
person.” This question being likewise carried 
without a division ; sir Robert Raymond moved 
again, “ That leave be piven to bring m a oii, 
to inflict certain pains and penalties on John 
Planket.” He was seconded by Mr. Onslow, 
but though the said motion was warmly op 
ed, yet after some debate it was carried za 
palonty of 289 against 130, that the sard SiH 
be brought im; and then the House adjourned 
till the 11th. 

March 11. The House resumed the adjourrred 
consideration of the Report from the Secret 
Committee, ‘and sir Philip Yorke (Solicitor 
General) opened the debate in aspeech, where- 
in he particularly enlarged on the share Mr, 
George Kelly alias Johnson, had in the traitor- 
ous and detestable Conspiracy, and then pro- 
posed this question, viz, “ That upon consi- 
deration of the Report from the Committee, 
appeinted to examine Christopher Layer, -muti 
others, aud the several Papers and Examinae 
tions relating to the Conspiracy, it appears to 
this House, That George Kel 1 alias Johnson 
has been a principal agent and mstrument in 
the said horrid and detestable Conspiracy, and 
has carried on several treasonable Correspon. 
dences to raise insurrections and a rebellion at 
home, and to procure a foreign force, to invade 
these kingdoms from abroad. 
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Th wotian being seconded by Mr. Sandys, 
wes camed without any division. 

Thea sir Philip Yorke moved, “ That a Bill 
be brought in to inflict certain Pains and Penal- 
tes upoo George Kelly alias Johnson, which 
was seconded by Mr. RK. Walpole. Hereupon 
Mr. Trenchard said, oes be ae the ea 

way to proce ainst this ¢riminal, 
sae the ol sarlasentary method, by bill of 
sitander, there- being sufficient proof to sup- 
perteecha bill: But this motion was not se. 
a On the rhage Hom Mr. Bromley, 
. Sippen amd Mr. Lutwyche opposed sir 
Philip Yerke’s motion, but were answered by 
ur Joseph Jekyll, and Mr. Talbot, member for 
Darhsa; aad che question being put, it was 
comed in the affirmative by 280 againsé 111. 


Debate concerning the Bishop of Rochester.} 
Then Mr. Yonge stood up, and touk notice, 
how deeply Dr. Francis Atterbury, bishop of 
co » had been ceunialag this acter 

iracy ; aggravating his crime 
hes hay fuastson and ‘high station in the 
charch of , achurch ever conspicuous 
for its loyalty; from the solemn oaths he had, 
60 %0 many occasions, taken to the govern- 
ment, and 
tender; when at-the same time he was traiter- 


ow present happy establishment in 
church and state, by placing a Popish Preten- 
upon the throne.” Mr. Yonge was se- 
ia by sir John Cope; but they were an- 
iW ; 


Se William Wyndham, who said, He saw 
M cause to proceed against the Bishop in so 
severe 8 manner, there being little or indeed no 
evidence besides conjectures and hearsays. 
We was backed by Mr. Bromley, Mr. Shippen, 
Mr. Mr. Hungerford, Col. Strange- 
ways, Mr. Lutwyche, and Dr. Friend. They 
wen replied to by sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. R. 
Wepole, Mr. Pelbam, Mr. Talbot, Mr. John 
= and Mr. itp Pult 3 and a mo- 

made, and the question being put, 

tat tee Been to now strc, it : in 
the begative by 285 voices against 152; after 
“hich, the question being put upon Mr. Yonge’s 
meta, the same was carried without dividing. 
amotion was made, and the question 

Pet, Tet a dill be brought in, «To inflict cer- 


‘ tain and penalties on Francis lord 
‘ bishop of Rochester,’ which, after some de- 
bate, was also carried without any division. 


Debate concerning Dr. Friend.] March 13. 
Mr, Robert Walpole acquainted the House, 
That he had received his Majesty’s com- 
mands to acquaint the House, that his Map 
jesty having had just reason to apprehend Dr. 
Jobn Friend, a member of this House, for bigh 
treason, had caused him to be apprehended, 
and desired the consent of the House to his 
being committed and detained for high treason, 
according to an act of this present session, ine 
titled an Act, ‘ For impowering his Majesty to 
* secure and detain such persons as his Ma- 
‘ jesty shall suspect are conspiring against bis 
‘ person and government.’ Upon which he 
moved, That an humble Address be presented 
to his Majesty, that he would be pleased to 
give order for committing and detaining Dr. 
Jobn Friend, pursuant to the act of this session 
of parliament for that purpose. 

his motion was seconded and backed by 
several members: but Mr. Shippen and Mr. 
Bromley opposed it, saying, They could not 
see any reason for that House giving leave for 
detaining any member, unless the species of — 
treason was declared, and that the information 
was upon oath. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll.and Mr. Robert Walpole, 
replied, That by the late act for suspending the 
Habeas Corpus Act, the King was impower- 
ed to take up any person he had reason to sus- 
pect: that therefore the government was not 
obliged to say, whether the information was 
upon oath or not: But | 

Mr. Walpole added, He did not donbt bat 
Dr. Friend was charged upon oath; and pri- 
vately declared to several members, that they 
had positive proof of his being guilty of the 
blackest and basest treason. 

Mr. Shippes then suggesting, That Dr. 
Friend’s having spoke so warmly two days be- 
fore, in Mr. Kelly’s and the bishop of Roches- 
ter’s behalf, was, in his opinion, the reason of 
his being taken up the next day himself, and 
that at that rate, there was an end of the liberty 
of speech which every menber of that House 
had a tight to: 

Mr. R. Walpole, with great deal of warmth, 
replied, He wondered any gentleman could 
think any ministry capable of so base a thing, 
as to take up any gentleman for what he said 
in that House, without any other cause, when 
they knew themselves to be accountable as 
well as others for their actious: adding, That 
they who made such insinuations might more 
easily be proved to be Jacobites, than they 
could make out such an allegation against the 
ministry. ; 

Mr. Pulteney spoke on the same side, and 
in relation to Dr. Friend’s speaking in Kelly's 
behalf, observed, that it was usual in all con- 
spiracies, for one traitor to endcavoor to ex- 
cuse another. 


Mr. Shippen animedverted severely upon 


I 
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this reflection, saying, It was not to be en- 
dured, to have a member of that House called 
a traitor, before he was convicted as such; 

Bat Mr. Pulteney baving esplamed himeclf, 
that matter ended ; and then the motion for an 
address was carried without dividing. 

March 14. The Commons having resumed 

the consideration of the Report from the Com- 
mittee appointed to examive Christopher Layer 
aud others; it was resolved, “ ‘That au humble 
Address be presented tu his Majesty, express- 
ing the indivnation of this House agaist the 
horrid and detestable Conspiracy which had 
been carried on against his Majesty’s sacred 
“person, and ta congratulate his Majesty on the 
happy discovery of it, and to assure his Ma- 
jesty, that this House would proceed, with the 
utmost vigour, to bring those to justice who 
had been concerned 1a these unnatural designs 
against their country, and would effectually 
support his Niajesty’s government, and would 
maintain, with ali that is dear and valuable to 
them, the present happy establishment.” 

A Comnniittee was appointed to draw up this 
Address, of wich Mr. ‘Thomas Brodevick be- 
ing chosen chairman, he reported the said Ad- 
dress to the House on the 18th, which was 
then avreed to. 


A Bill, To inflict Pains and Penalties on 
»Plunket and Kelly, brought ta.] March 19. 
Sir Robert Raymoud presented to the House a 
Bill, ¢ For intlictung certain pains and penalties 
© on John Plunket,’ which was read the first 
time, and ordered to be read a second time, on 
the 28th ; it was also ordered, 1. ‘That a copy 
of the said bil, and of the said Order, be fore- 
with sent to the said John Plunket, and de- 
Jivcred to him by the seryeant at arms. 2. 
That the Attorney-General aud the Solicitor- 
General do take care that the evidence against 

the said Joho Plunket be ready to be produced 
to this House upon Thursday tie 28th. 3. That 
the said Jolin Plunket be allowed pen, ink, und 
paper. : 7 
* ‘Then sir Philip Yorke presented also a Bill, 
© For inflicting certain Pains und Penalties on 
* George Kelly, alias Jobuson,’ which was read 
the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
on the tst of April, and the like three orders in 
relation to this Bill, were made as those of the 
Bull tor pumshing John Plunker. 


The Commons’ Address of Congratulation on 
the Discuvery of the Plot.| March 20. ‘The 
Commons presented their congratulatory Ad- 

’ dress tu his Majesty as fuilows; 


“ Most gracious Sovereign, 

“ Your Majesty's most dutital and loyal sub- 
jects, the Commons in Paritcinent assembled, 
do humbly Les leave to approach your royal 
person with beasts full of conceru and horror, 
for the detestable consyuivacy formed against 
your person and governinent. 

“We lament wititindigaation, that any of our 
fellow-suljects wno enjoy, in common with us, 
the many and aigual biessings of your Majesty’s 


e 


mild and just administration, should so far give 
themselves up to delusion, as to eunspire against 
public hberty, against their own security, and 
against the only bulwark of all that is dear and 
valuable, your Majesty’s person and the Pro- 
testant succession in your royal family. 

“ We see with astonishinent, that persons of 
figure and distinction, who ought to have been 
the best judges, and most zealous defenders of 
your beneficent and mild reign, by which alone 
their fortunes and dignitiescan be made secure, 
should be so far infatuated, as to head and abett 
€ monstrous conspiracy to destroy your Majes- 
ty, their country, and themselves ; that honour, 
faith, and the most solemn ties of religion, 
should be violated in favour of « Popish tug> 
tive, known only for Ins blind bigotry and ate 
tachment to Rome. 

‘“‘ As we have with sensible sorrow and just 
resentment, discovered these vile practices, 90 
will we take care that the wicked authors may 
not, by any contrivance or practice whatsoever, 
escape punishment; but that all conspirators 
nay, by the justice of Parliament, be for ever 
hereafter deterred froin engaging in such far 
terous attempts. 


“ We congratulate your Majesty, andall your _ 


good suLjects, that you have egcaped the black 
and unnatural designs of the worst of men; 
and that Almighty God has, by this happy dis- 
covery, given you and your royal family a tresh 
instance of bis singular care and protection. 

“ For us, your faithful Commons, who feel with 
joy and gratitude the inestimable blessings of 
your reign; who are sensible of the glorious 
advantages of liberty and of the Protestant re- 
ligion; and have in abhorrence the miseries 
and slavery inseparable from Popery aod a 
Popish government; we will stand by your 
Majesty, and efieciually support your govern- 
ment, at the hazard and expence of our lives 
and fortunes, 

“© We will maintain and defend your Majes- 
ty’s rightful and lawful title to the crown 0 
these realms, and endeavour to transmit to the 
latest posterity this happy, free, and ancient 
cOustitution.” 


The King’s Answer.] To the Address the : 


King returned the following Answer: 


“ Gentlemen ; ; 

“ Treturn you my thanks for this dutiful and 
loyal Address: It is agreeable to the many 'n 
stances of zeal and ailection to me, which you 
have, upon every occasion, expressed : the 
Just resentment and indignation you a 
shown against this Conspiracy, will, I sar 
bot, give intire satisfaction to all that sincere'y 
wish weil to our present ‘establishment; €D” 
courage the friends to my government; 4° 
deter the enemies of our common peace from 
renewing these rash and desperate attempts. 


Motion for Pancier and Skeene toattend, 
account of’ Lord Strafford and. Lord pape 
being mentioned in Puncier’s As ai oe 
concerned in the Conspirucy.] March 9 
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punt Wing made to the House of Lords, he would confess the falsity of what he had so 
“Thtina paragraph of the prmted Report | related, or undertake to make it good by his 
fon the Committee appointed by order of the | own testimony, or otherwise, — | 
Howe of Commons to examine Christopher | “3. We think there could be no inconve- 
layer and others, and to whom severnl Papers | nience in examining, as moved, to find whether 
ud Eumoations laid before the House, re- | there was any, and what foundation for this | 
lating to the Conspiracy, mentioned in his; hearsay; it not being an anticipation of the 
Mejestys speech at the openimg the session to | course of justice (as examining a’ part of the 
be caring on against his person and govern- | evidence against any man, or a part of an ac- 
meat, were referred, the lord Strafford and lord | cusation, would be) since the swearing what 
Kinnod re mentioned in the Deposition of | one man said of a third person is in no sort 
Avher Pencier, that he had beep told by one | evidence, either in law or reason, to support x 
Skeene‘uw in custody) that the said Lone conviction, or even to groond an accusation 
nev of an ivasion intended by forces from | upon, in any form whatsocver. | 
tinal, and were concerned in the manrge-| ‘“ 4. Since a mere hearsny, being no evidence 
mext of the Conspiracy here.” in the least degree, cannot be made a founda- 
; ek tion for any legal proceeding, it 1s impossible 
ive their Attendance being refused. ] for any sable ior. unto honour ma be afe 
hereupon a motion being made, “ That ferred he lca hicmseel 
te wid Andrew Pancier and Stéena he ected by It, to hope to clear himself on any 


aansiiatel trial, or other like opportunity that can be 
this House Fae vag ae eloed aa given him to make his defence ; and therefore, 


put, that Andrew Pancier and Sh eene be since there is no other method, that we can 


hink of, so proper or effectual, in our opinions 

immediately sent for to attend at the bar of t ee bed ’ Pp ’ 
: nati ture of that move 

tis House? Tt was resolved in the negative. | 2° 90 €Xuminanon of the nature of ¢ oved 


Coatent 49, ; for, we think it ought to have been ordered ; 
‘ ne content a: and that every noble lord may possibly, in time, 
“ Dissentient’ be hurt by the consequence of this precedent. 


"1, Because the earl of Kinnoul and the| “5. We cannot think that the examining, as 
ear of Stratlord having severally complained | moved for, into this hearsay only, could have 
to the House, that they find themselves reflect- | made any difterence with the other House,'since 
ed on in a printed Deposition of one Andrew | it is inconceivable by us, that any number of 
Panciet, wherein he deposeth, That one Skeene | gentlemen, who may have by accident (for we 
now in custody) had acquainted him, among | hope it is no otherwise) in setting forth the de- 
Other things, that the said earls knew of the position of Pancier as a charge against Skeene, 
ate Conspiracy, and were concerned in the | happened to asperse the reputation of some of 
management of it here; and the said earls} the peers of the realm, could resent either that 
alledsing, that they did not see by the Report, | these lords should desire, or the House permit 
in Which that deposition is found, that the said | them to clear themselves as soon and as effec- 


Steene, though in the hands of the govern-.| tually as possible of that hearsay. (Signed, ) 

ment, had been so much as questioned touch- Stratiord, Aylestord, Poulett, Bristol, 

. the said hearsay (which observation we Bathurst, Scarsdale, Willoughby de 

wee true) we think it highly reasonable | Broke, Litchfield, Fran. Cestriens’, — 

of Me complied with the motion and request Guilford, Anglesea, Foley, Exeter, Cow- 
Me said lords, that the said Pancier and per, Berkeley of Stratton, Compton, Os- 
ene aight be examined at the bar of this borne, Arundell, Craven, Bruce, Hay, 
use in relation to that matter only ; the like Uxbridge, Weston, Bingley.” 

a the better clearing the reputation of 

ied: e lord, when he hath thought it un- | The Pupers relating to the Plot laid before 

we Lat aor having never been denie:l, that | the Lords.] March 15, Mr. Methuen, from the 


i ey : but, on the contrary, it was, not’ Commons, acquainted the House, “ That his 
Sande Ha a in the case of the earl of | Majesty had been pleased to give leave, That 
thouche ref, ough the examination which be: the Letters and Papers relating to the Conspi- 
ie prin betes on his honour, was not come ; racy, which had been laid before that House, 
according to en he made his complaint ; which, | pursuant to their Address to the King for that 
es our judgment, was not 60 strong a, purpose, might be communicated to their 

wy pe uung the motion, as the present is. | lordships.” : 
8 printed, cone the said deposition, as far as it In consequence hereof a Conference was ap- 
ae ay ss sea nothing but what one de- pointed, and M r. Pultency, Chairman of the 
2 charge on ua say (except as it contains | Committee appointed to be managers for the 

re. jeene for saying it) we think it | Commons, acquainted their lordships, 

accent ce: and proper, as well for the “ That the Commons, Dpol consideration of 
®the nchle er Ustice, as for the vindication | a Report from a Committee of their own mem- 
hearsay. if * Tequesting it, to trace the | bers, appointed to exarhine Christopher Layer 
at least eo posse, to the fountain-head, | and others, as also several original Papers and 
chad with to know, from the person | Letters (upon their humble application to his 
Geny by hase Telating it, whether he would | Majesty) laid before them, being entirely satis- 
& related it; or if not, whether | fied, That a detestable and horrid Conspiracy 
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has been formed and carried on by persons of 
figure and distinction, for deposing his Majesty, 
and placing a Popish Pretender upon the 
throne, and being fully convinced, that several 
¢reasonable cofrespondences have been entered 
into by the said traitors for soliciting a foreign 
force to ioyade these kingdoms; and that en- 
deavours have at the same time been used by 
them for raging insurrections, and iuciting a 
rebellion at home; and the Commons finding 
with horror and astonishment, that some of the 
conspirators bad arrived to such a height of 
wickedness, as to engage in a villainous and 
execrable design of laying violent hands on his 
Majesty’s most sacred person, were thoroughly 
sensible, that nothing could so effectually con- 
tribute to the safety of his Majesty, and the 
ervation of our present happy establish- 
_ ment in Church and State, as a perfect unani- 
mity between the two Houses of Parliament, 
and had therefore desired this Conference to 
communicate the said Report to their lordsbips, 
together with the origmal Papers and Exami- 
nations referred to therein, 

“ That as it might be necessary to the Com- 
mous in their farther proceedings, to bave re- 
course, from time to time, to the said original 
Papers and Examinations, they did desire, that 
- upon application to be made to their lordships, 
the same might be returned to them. Con- 
cluding, that the Commons did not doubt hut 
that the same zeal which actuated them, would 
likewme animate their lordships in the vigorous 

ution of these wicked conspirators, till 
they were brought to exemplary justice, and 
votil the united reseatments of both Houses of 
Parliament should convince the whole world, 
of the danger there is for the most subtile trai- 
tors to attempt the subversion of this govern- 
Meat, or endeaveur to deprive a free and happy 
ptople af the blessing of his Majesty’s reign, 
and the succession of bis royal family, upon 
which their religion, laws and liberties, entirely 
depend.” 

Mr. Pulteney also left with the Lords a trunk 
locked up, containing the original Papers, Let- 
ters and Examinations: and the managers be- 
ing reterned, lord Townshend reported the said 
conference, whereupon their lordships ordered, 
4. “ That the said Report and orginal Papers 
be referred to a Committee of Nme, to be cho- 
sen dy ballot next day; ead that the said trunk 
and key be delivered to the Lord Ciaacellor, 
tillthe same be disposed of by order of the 
House. 2. That the managers of the Confe- 
rence be a committee to prepare what might 
be fit to be offered to the Commons by way of 
Answer te so nch of what was delivered to 
them at the seid Conference relating to the 
said original Papers.” 


The Lords chuse « Committee of Nine to tn- 
quire into the Plot.| Accordingly, on the 16th, 
the Lords preceeded by ballot, to the choice of 
mine peers to be a Committee tu inquire into 
the sard Conspiracy, end upom @ scrutiny, the 
following List was carried by a great majority, 
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viz. the dukes of Dorset and Montrose; the 
earls of Scarborough, Lincoln, and Ilay; the 
viscounts Lonsdale and Torrington; the bishops 
of Lincoln and Salisbury. 


The Lords Scarsdale, Strafford, Cowper, Craw 
ven, Gower, Bathurst, and Bingley, complain 
af their Names being mentioned in the Commons’ 

ort relating to the Plot.| March 21. Com 


_plaint was made to the House by the earls of 


Scarsdale, Strafford, Cowper ; the lords Craven, 
Gower, Bathurst, and Bingley, That in the Ex- 
aminations of Christopher Layer, in the printed 
Appendixes referred to in the Report from the 
Comunittee appoiuted by the House of Com- 
mons to examine Christopher Layer and others, 
it is set forth, That one John Plunkett told him 
the said Layer, that the said lords were of a 
club or meeting called, in some of the said 
Plunkett’s letters, Burford’s Club. The said 
Lords severally declared the same to be false 
and groundless ; and | : 
Earl Cowper m particular complained, That 
little regard bad been shewn to divers members 
of that illustrious and noble assembly, whose 
honour and reputation had been attacked, by 
being mentioned in the Report from the Secret 
Committee of the House of Commons, being 
represented, upon mere hearsay, as privy te 
treasonable designs against the government. 
That for bis own part, as the late queen Anne, 
of glorious and immortal memory, had though 
fit to raise him to the digeity of a peer, how uar 
worthy soever he was of that honour, he thought 
it a duty incumbent upon him, to defend the 
rights and privileges of the peerage of England, 
which they held by the fundamental laws of the 
land, and were oonfirmed to them by Magna 
Charta. That after having, on 80 many occe- 
sions, and in the most difficult times, given ua- 
doubted proofs of his hearty zeal and affection 
for the Protestant succession, and ef his attach- 
ment to his Majesty’s person and ‘government, 
he had just saa offended, to see his 
name bandied about in a List * of a chimerical 


pas At a La ah oe ae Oe a A ETE a 

* Ia order to clear themselves from the false 
aapersions cast upon them io Layer’s Examine- 
uuon, the earl Cowper and Mr. Archibald 
Hutchison published the following Declarations. © 


The Dectararion of William Earl Cowper, 
shewing, that the Matters contained in some 
Hear-says, relating to him, in the Examina- 
tions o Christopher Layer, are false and 
groundless, 


‘‘ Though hear-say does nat affect any one, 
either in law or reason, yet it deserves contre- 
diction, where the truth will bear it, especially 
if primed: And therefore finding that Layer w 
his examinations of the 19th of January and 4th 
of February last, hath said, that one Plunkett 
told him, (as expleining what was meant by 
Burford's cay) that lord O/rery was chairman ; 
and that lord Cowper, and seven other lorde, 
and ix commoners named, were of that Club ; 
and that this‘Club.met montbly, ¢8 he, Layer, 
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Club of disaffected persons, printed in the said 
Report, on the bare asain an infamous 
perseo, Rotoriously guilty of prevarication; and 
who, m the opmion evenof the secret Commit- 
tee, in order to magnify the number of the Pre- 
tender’s friends, did, in several lists, insert the 
names of persons as well affectetl to the Pre- 
tender’s service, without having the least autho- 
rity for so doing; which alone was sufficient to 
ve an airof fiction to the whole conspiracy. 
pos his lordship moved, “ That Jobn 
Piankett, now in custody, being the person who, 
Layer says, in one or more of his Examinations, 
told km, that several lords of Parliament, 
therein named, were of a club or meeting call- 
éd, 0 some of the said John Plankett’s letters, 
Berford’s Club, be forthwith brought to the 
bar of this House, to be examined touching the 
sud matter only ?” | 
This motion being seconded, 


thoagbt, at one another’s honses: And not 
doubting but my averment will be believed 
before any hear-say, especially from one in 
Layer’s sad circumstances; I dohereby declare 
and affirm upon my honour, That I do not 
know, or believe, and never heard before the 
tad Examinations were talked of, that there 
was any sach clab or meeting : That as to three 
of the commoners named, viz. sir H. Goring, 
Mr. Dawkins, and Mr. Shippen, I do not know 
them so much as by sight: and as for two of 
the remaining t commoners, viz. sir Constan- 
toe satresedgeneral Webb, I have not been 
tn their, or either of their companies at any 
tme within sixteen years last past: And as to 
tne fords, I never met them, or any of them, 
bat either accitentally on visits of ceremony, 
orm the time of Parliament, and that with 
ether lords on the business of parliament only : 
And for one of the said commoners, whom I 
&m acquainted with, viz, Mr. Hutcheson, I never 
ence was at any meeting with him together with 
any of the said lords or commoners. And 

Layer in bis examination of the 19th 
of September last, said, That lord Orrery told bim 
That lord Cowper told him (lord vee that 
200 tories and 90 grambletonians, would try 
their last effort in the House of Commons ;~and 
in another examination of the 21st of the same 
month, Layer repeats the same, except that he 
uses the words, angry whigs, instead of the word 
erumbletoriians: { do hereby declare, and af- 
frm gpon my honour, That I never said so to 
lord Orrery, nor to that effect, nor any thing 
lke it: And I do therefore verily believe that 
lord Orrery never said that I did.” | Cowrer. 


A Decraration signed by Archibald Hutche- 
son, €sq. andgiven to several of his acquain- 
tance, soon after he had perused the Examina- 
tion of Christopher Layer in the Appendix 
to the Report of the Seeret Committee, in 
which Layer has made mention of his name, 

as one Of Borford’s Club; which the said 

oo in his Examinations saith, he was told 

y ne Plurken, March 4, 1722, 
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Lord Townshend said, He was extreme! 
sorry te find his lordship should lay so muc 
stress, and 60 highly resent his bemg mentioned 
m™ the tm; that his lordship’s name with 
several others, being part of an Examiaation, 
it was absolutely necessary it shouid be men- 
tioned : that at the same time, the Committee 
had declared, they were entirely satisfied of 
bts lordship’s innoceace, so that his lordsbin’s 
reputation could not have suffered upon thae 
account. But, that on the other hand, he was 
much surprized to find that a noble peer, whose 
abilities and merit had justly so great weight in 
that illustrious assembly, should, epon a trivial 
circumstance, ridicule as a fiction, a horrid aad 
execrable conspiracy, supported by so many 
concurring proofs as amounted ton demon 
stration; and from.n false, trifling particular, 
infer, that no part of it was true. 

Lord Bathurst answered the lord Townshend, 

“ gsi ys Sap se part of the Examination of 
Layer of ‘the 19th of January and 4th of Fe- | 
bruary last, in the Appendix to the Report of 
the Secret Committee, un which Layer is men- 
tioned to have said, That one Plunkett told him, 
as explaining what was meant by Burford’s 
Club, that lord Orrery was chairman, and that 
this Club met monthly, at one another’s houses, 
as Layer thought; and that Plonkett told him, 
That there were eight other lords and siz com- 
moners (whose names he mentions; and mine 
as one of them) of that Clob: I do hereby de- 
clare, upon the honour of a gentleman, That 
do not know, or believe, that there was a clu 


or meeting of any of the lords or gentlemen 


Mentiored in the said examination, nor have [ 
ever heard of any meeting where lerd Orrery 
was present, except that which was carried on . 
in the two last sessions of Parliament, when 
lord Orrery, and several lards and gentlemen 
(not mentioned in Layer’s examination) meg 
weekly, aad I believe with great innocence, 
dined at one another’s houses; and I do fur- 
ther affirm, That even on accidental visits, I 
bave sekiom met together any two of the lords 
and commoners so mentivnedia Layer’s exami- 
nation : ys there pita of aa 
(sir Henry Goring an re] ins) ee 
faces I is ngt know; and two others (gene 
Webb and sir Constantme Phipps) between 
whom and me there bath not been, for fifteen 
years last passed, the intercourse even of cere- 
monial visits; and between me and the fifth 
commoner (Mr. Shippen) but very seldom: That 
there are three of those lords (Scarsdale, Craven, 
Gower) with whom I have very little acquain- 
tance; a fourth (lord Bingley) whom I have . 
never met any where but in visits to others; or 
in public places; and 8 fifth (the bishop of 
Rochester) in whose courpany I have been bat 
twice io three years time. I mention this tp 
shew the notorious falsehood of Layer’s heare 
say evidence of Burford’s Club, an appellation 
I never heard of untill some time after the ap- 
pointment of the Secret Committee. 

| Arca, Hurcusson.” 
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and was supported by the lord Craven, and the 
ean of Kiuoul, who insinuated as ifthe main 
drift of the Plot was a base contrivance of 
their enemies, to blast their honour and reputa- 
tion, and to render the best patriots useless to 
their country, by making them obnoxious. 
The earl of Strafford baving expressed his just 
Tesentment with. more warmth than the rest, 

Lord Cadogan said thereupen, That for his 
ewn part, though his name was often men- 
tioned in the report, he never troubled himself 
about it; but, in his opinion, there was reason 
to believe some people were sore, when they 
wioched so much at the least touch. 

The Earl of aah bite repelled this reflection, 
with a great deal of vivacity, and said, He was 
as whole and sound as any in that illustrious 
assembly; but as he had the honour to have 
more ancient roble blood running in his veins, 
than sume otiers, so, he hoped, he might be 
allowed to express a more than ordinary re- 
gentunent against insults offered to the Peerage. 


Protest on Plunkett’s Attendance being re- 
fused.} Some members apprehending the issue 
of this warm debate, called for the question, 
which being put upon the earl Cowper’s mo- 
tion, was carried in the negative by 81 voices 
against 26. — 


“ Dissentient’ 

“ And for reasons we refer to those entered, 
on a protestation made on the 9th day of this 
anstant March, to a Resolution of the like na- 
ture: (Signed, ) Scarsdale, Aylesford, Bathurst, 

Montjoy, Westm. Compton, Exeter, 
Bingley, Uxbridge, Gower, Ilay, Cow- 
per, Foley, Craven, Litchfield, Dart- 
mouth, Strafford, Poulet, Guilford.” 


Layer farther examined.] Then the duke 
of Dorset, chairman of the Secret Committee, 
moved, That the said committee migitt have 
leave to examine Mr, Layer, as to some mate- 
rial things, relating to the conspiracy, abso- 
Jutely necessary for them to be satisfied in; 
but though this motion was opposed by the 
earl Cowper, and some others, yet it was car- 
ried without adivision; and, the next day the 
lords committees went to the Tower to exa- 
mine Mr. Layer. | 


Lhe Bill, § To inflict Pains and Penalties on 
© the woe of Rochester,’ brought se March 
22. Mr. Yonge presented to the House of 
Commons, a Bill ‘ For inflicting certain pains 


_and peneieies upon Dr. Francis Atterbury, 
) 


lord bishop of Rochester;’ which was read 
the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
on the 4tb of Apnil. It was also ordered, 
1. That a copy of the said Bill and of the said 
Order be forthwith sent to the said lord bishop 
of Rochester, and delivered to him by the 
Serjeant at Arms attending this House. 2. That 
Mr. Attorney-General and Mr. Solicitor-Ge- 
Beral do take care that the evidence against 
the said Francis lord bishop of Rochester, be 
ready to be produced to this House, upon the 
4th of April. 3. That the said Francis lord 
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hishop of Rochester be allowed pen, ink, and 


paper.” 

March 23. A Petition of George Kelly, 
clerk, prisoner in the ‘Lower of London, was 
presented to the [ouse and read, praying that 
he wight be heard by bhimselt and counsel 
against the Bull, * For inflicting certain paing 
‘and penalues upon him,’ &c. belore the same 
should pass intoalaw; and that this House 
would assign sir Constantine Phipps and Ser- 
jeant Darnell for his counsel, and Mr. Hugh 
Watson for lus Solicitor: and that they might 
have free access to him, to receive his instruce 
tions in private; and that be might have the 
summons of this House, fur such witnesses as 
he should think necessary.—The prayer of this 
Petition, the last of all excepted, was granted; 
and ao order thereupon made accordingly. 

March 25. Mr. Speaker acquainted the 
House, That he bad that morning received a 
Letter from the lord bishop of Rochester, that 
his lordship having received a copy of a Bill, 
‘ For inflicting certain pains and penalties upon 
‘him,’ for supposed crimes of which he was 
innocent, he hoped he should be allowed to 
have sir Constantine Phipps, and William 
Wynne, esq. for his counsel, and Mr. Joseph 
Taylor, and Mr. William Morrice for his Soli- 
citors to assist him, in order to the making his 
defence; and that they might have free access 
to him to receive his instructions, and give Lim 
their advice in private, which was granted. 

March £7. A Petition of George Kelly, 
clerk, prisoner in the Tower of London, was 
prescntcd to the House, and read, praying, thas 
the second reading of the bill, ¢ For inflicting 
‘certain pains and penalties upon him,’ might 
be put off ull the 8th of April; and that the 
Depositions upon oath, of Mr. fiichael Bir 
mingham, surgcon, and Messicurs Bask and 
Borgonio, meichants, who resided at Paris, to 
be taken before a public notary, or before 
some or one of the British residents there, 
and also the deposition of Mr. Gurdun, banker 
in Roulogne in France, to be taken upon oath 
before the cluef magistrate of the said Lowa, 
ora public notary there, might be admitted te 
be read atthe bar of this House, as evidence for 
the petitioncr. 

Mr, Liungerford, sir William Wyndham, Mr. 
Palmer, and Mr. Shippen spoke tn behalf of 
this Petition; but being answered by Mr. Qo- 
bert Waipole, sir Joseph Jekyll, and sir Wil- 
liam Tiompson, it was carried without divide 
ing, that tie said Petition be rejected. 


March 28. The Bill, ¢ For inflicting certain 
¢ pains and Penalties upon John Plunkett, W288, 
according to order, read a second time; al 
though Mr. Plunkett did uot think fit to make 
any defence, yct the Commons proceeded, and 
the counsel for the Bill produced extracts uf se 
veral oryinal letters from abroad, giving oer 
hvence of the Conspiracy. _And the Couns’ 
having summed up the evidence, and basa: 
withdrawn, Mr. Speaker opened the Bill, er 
the question being put, That the said Bill be 


309] PARL. HISTORY, 9 Georce I. 1723.—Petition of the Bishop Of Rochester. [210 


commited to a Committee of the whole 
Hoase, the same was carried without dividing. 


Debate concerning Plunkett’s Punishment. 
March 29. The Commons went into agran 
Committee upon the Bill, * For inflicting cer- 
‘tain Pains and Penalties upon Jobo Plunkett.’ 
Mr. Onslow being placed in the chair, several 
letters and other original papers, proved by 
several witnesses to be Mr. Plunkett’s hand- 
writiag, were read, as was also a letter from the 

Pretender, and several other letters from general 

Dillon to Plunkett ; all which clearly evincing, 

that be had a principal share in the contriving 

and carrying on of the Conspiracy, Mr. Miller 
moved, that the pains and penalties, for which 
ablaok was left in the bill, might extend to 
death, urging, That in his opinion, there was 
suicient proof to convict him of high-treason 
erenin Westminster Hall. He was seconded 
bythe iord Middleton, sir John Rushout, Mr. 
Clayton, Mr. Sondes, Mr. Walter Chetwyn, Mr. 
Joba Chetwyn, sir Wilfred Lawson, and many 
oilers ; but they were opposed by Mr. Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, Mr. Horace Walpole, Mr. 
Thomas Broderick, and sir Joseph Jekyll, who 
among other reasons alledged, That the filling up 
the blank with * Death,’ would be a kind of 
deceit put on the prisoner, because a bill for 
pains and penalties was generally understood 
not to reach life, and that it was to he supposed 
che prisoner took it in that sense, otherwise he 
would have made some defence. 

The members who were for death, seeing 
the courtiers of a contrary opinion, would not 
divide the House; and then Mr. Attorney 
General moved, * That the pains and penal- 
ties might be imprisonment in some part of 
Great Britain, during the pleasure of his Ma- 
jesty, his heirs and successors, forfeiture of his 
estate, and that his attempting to make, or 
others favouring, his escape, be made felony.” 
The question being put thereupon was carried 
in the Affirmative by 280 voices against 91. 


Petition of the Bishop of Rochester for Di- 
rections howto proceed about the Bill against 
hia in the House of Commons.] March 29. A 
Petition of Francis lord bishop of Rochester 
was, by the lord Bathurst, presented to the 
Lords, setting forth, “That, by order of the 
House of Cominons, he has received a copy of 
a Bull for inflicting certain pains and penaities 
upon him for Supposed crimes, of which he is 
innocent: that, by another order of the said 
Honse (upon the Petitioner’s letter to the 
Speaker) Council and solicitors are allowed 
to come to him, to assist him in the making his 
defence ; but the Petitioner finding, by a 
Standing order of this most honourable House, 
of the 20th of January, 1673, that no lord may 
appear by council befure the House of Com- 
Fuohs, ty answer any accusation there, he is 
rhiall great difficulty; and that he may not 
: any thing which may give offence to their 

rdsisps, and be derogatory to the rights of 
peed 10 which, as a member of tbis House 

e has the honour to partake, the petitioner 


Vou. VILL. 


humbly prays theirlordships’ directions for bis 
conduct in this behalf.” 


Debate thereon.] Then the standing order 
being read, » motion was made, and the ques- 
tion was put, That the hishop of Rochester 
being a Lord of Parliament, ought not to answer 
or make his defence by council or otherwise in 
the House of Commons, to any bill or accusa- 
tion there depending. 

This motion was strongly supported by lord 
Lechmere, the earls Cowper and Stratford, 
the lords Trevor and Bathurst, who urged; That - 
the House of Peers being the highest court of 
judicatare, no other court ought to iutrench 
upon their privileges. But the lord Maccles- 
field, the lords Carteret and Townshend, the 
dukes of Wharton and Argyle, the earls of Pe- 
terborough and Coningsby, and __ 

The Lord Harcourt alledged, That, in this 
affair, the Commons did not act 28 acourt of 
Judicature, but as a part of the legislature ; of 
which they were as much apart, and to which 
they had as much a right as the Lords them- 
selves. =~ : : 

The Duke of Wharton added, That the 
matter before them needed no great debate : 
for the Bishop having already applied to the - 
House of Commons, in a letter to their speaker 
for council to be assigned him, it was prepos- 
terous now for him to pray the Lords, not to 
give him leave to he heard before the Com- 
mons, which was the drift of his Petition. - 


Protest on that Occasion.| Hereupon the 
question being put upon the motion, it was re- 
solved in the negative, by 78 voices agains 
32. | 


“ Dissentient” 

1. “ Because we conceive, the permitting 
the lord bishop of Rochester to make his de- . 
fence in the House of Commons would be di- 
rectly contrary to the words and meaning of the 
standing order of the House, bearing date the 
20th of January, 1673, which expressly and 
clearly orders, That for the future no lord (which 
extends to lords spiritual as well as temporal) 
shall go down to the House of Commons, or 
seid his answer in writing, or appear by coun- 
cil to answer any accusation there; and it is 
observable that this order is worded absolutely, 
and vot qualified by the words ‘ without leave 
+ of the House,’ as the following standing order 
of the 25th of November 1696, which prohibits 
Lords from going into the House of Commons 
while the House 1s sitting, 1s qualified ; from 
which different penning, as well as from the 
preamble of the said first mentioned order 
(which shews the mischicf designed to be pre- 
vented was, the giving leave, in case of lords 
desiring it, to appear or answer accusations in 
the House of Commons) we infer that the said 
order of January, 1673, was meant as a rule 
for all future times, that if leave should be 
asked by a lord of Parliament to answer or 
make'a defence to an accusation (in any fora, 
as we conceive) in the House of Commons, it 

Pp 
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ought to be denied, as deeply intrenching on 
the privil-ges of this House. 

2. “ The said standing order, in afirmance of 
which the question was rnoved, ought to be of 
the greater weight, in our opimon, it having 
heen founded. on the consideration and report 
yof a Committee (to whom it was particularly 
deferred to consider the practice of the Lords 
Hesiring leave to answer accusations in the 
deouse of Commons) on the perusal of prece- 
conts in that Committee, and upon serious 
densideration and perusal of the same prece- 
dents in the House itself. 

3. “ We cannot apprehend but that a bill, by 
which crimes are charged and a preparation 
is made to inflict penalties, if the crimes are 
proved, contains clearly an accusation, es- 

cially when.a day is given, and council al- 
owed by the House of Commons to the per- 
son against whom the crimes are alledged to 
make a defence to the same; which proceed- 
ing, though in the legislative capacity of that 
House, carries in it all the essential parts of a 
judicial trial; and we therefore conceive that 
this House ought to be more jealous of their 
members answering in the House of Commons 
an accusation in this form, rather than in any 
other, since thereby they submit themselves to 
try the point of their being guilty or not guilty 
in the House of Commons, and that io order to 
receive the sentence and judgment of that 
House, by passing or rejecting the Bill; and 
this, in our opinions, more deeply entrenches, 
as the standing order expresseth it, on the pri- 
vileges of this House, than a Lord’s going down 
to the House of Commons, during a debate 
there, to prevent ah impeachment, doth; the 
latter being only to prevent an accusation, but 
the former is, as we clearly conceive, to an- 

“wer an accusation there ; the very thing pro- 
hibited by the standing order. ) 

4. “ We think the accusation which Lords 
are prohibited to answer by this standing order, 
must be chiefly, if not only understood, of an 
accusation couched in a bill (as in the present 
case) since we never heard that any lord of 
Parliament did at any time answer to, or de- 
fend in person, or by council, an impeachment 
in the House of Commons, though they may 
have gone down to the House by connivance 
te prevent such impeachment; ard therctore 
Lords defending themselves in the House of 
Commons against an impeachment, could not 
be the mischief intended to be cured by the 
said standing order. 

5. *¢ That the House of Communs, on bills to 
inflict penalties, do proceed, strictly speaking, 
in their legislative capacity, is certainly true ; 
and yet itis plain to us, that, in reality, they 
partake in such cases with the House of Lords 
in the judicature, or, which is all one, in 
trying and adjudging offenders to punishment ; 
and though the Lords should, in very extra- 
ordinary cases, think fitto concur in sucha 
method of punishing, yet it is, in our opinions, 
going by much too far for the Lords to permit 
any of their body to make defence in the IZouse 
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of Commons, either by himself or council ; 
which is letting themselves down to a very 
great degree, and giving an unnecessary en- 
couragement to that manner of proceeding: 
and when the Lords have so fat submitted to 
this course, we think there 1s little reason to 
expect that afterwards the Commons will ever 
appear atthe Lords’ bar as accusers, when the 
can, by this way, make themselves as muc 
judges, even over Lords, as, in this proceeding 
by bill che Lords themselves are. 

6. “ Though Lords, by not being permitted 
to appear, either in person or by council, to de- 
fend themselves in the Howse of Commons, 
may be thought possibly to lose sume advan- 
tage in their defence, yet, we think, it was and 
is the true meaning of the said standing order 
first mentioned, that a lord should rather suf- 
fer something of inconvenience in that parti- 
cular, and commit bis cause to God and the 
Justice of the House of which he is a member, 
and who are his proper judges, than in any de- 
gree debase’ or derogate from the leyal state 
aod dignity uf the Lords in general. 

7. “ Although there be, as we conceive, a very 
manifest and important difference in reason, as 
to the matter of this question, between the 
case of the bishops (who are declared by the 
standing order of the 23d of May, 1628, to be 
only Lords of Parliament, and not Peers, for 
they are not of trial by nobility) and that of 
the Peers of the realm, who undoubtedly, for 
matters of treason and felony, are triable by 
their Peers only; yet since, by the standing 
order first mentioned, bishops are as much 
and as clearly prohibited to answer an accusa- 
tion in the House of Commons, as the Peers 
and Lords temporal are, we cannot but ap- 
prehend, with the deepest concern, that this 
case may be used hereafter as a precedent 
(though, as we take it, far from bemga pre- 
cedent in point) to bring by degrees the Peers 
of the realm to defend themselves against ac- 
cusations of the like nature in the House of 
Commons; which if once brought to be a prac- 
tice, we are of opinion, that the Peers of the 
Realm would in great measure be degraded 
from their peerages, and so by weakening and 
debasing the order of nobility, which in 1ts in- 
stitution was meant, or at least hath proved a 
lustre and security to the crown, the safety as 
well as dignity of the crown itself inay be 
hereafter in a great degree impaired. 
(Signed) Scarsdale, Cowper, Strafford, Poulett, 

| Hay, Foley, Arundel, Uxbridge, Wes- 
ton, Bruce, Litchfield, Mongov, Ba- 
thurst, Bingley, Dartmouth, wer, 
Trevor, Aylesford, Ashburnbam, Camp- 
ton, Guildtord.” 


Then a second question was put, That this 
House give leave, to the bishop of Rochester to 
be heard in the Honse of Commons, by coun- 
cil, or otherwise, if he thought fit, and that he 
have notice sent him, That this [louse Cousent- 
ed thereto, it was carried in the affirmative by 
77 against 27, , 


a 
a3} 
Apl 3. The Commons in a grand Com- 
mitte considered of the Pains and Penalties to 
beinficted on George Kelly, and after some 
debate, itwas resolved, by 224 voices against 


113, that his punishment should be the same as 
Jobo Plunkett’s. 7 


The Bithop of Rochester declines making his 
Defence at the Bar of the House of Commons. | 
Apnl 4. The bishop of Rochester's trial being 
to come oo that morning, his lofdship sent a 
Letterto Mr. Speaker, which he desired might -be 
commaxaed to the House; and accordingly, 
Mr. Speaker read the said Letter, containing ip 
substatce, “That his lordship, theugh con- 
sous of his own innocence, did, on several 
accounts,decline giving that House any trouble 
that day, and contented himself with the op- 
portunity, af the bill went on, of making his 
deience befure another, of which be had the 
bonour to be a member.” . 

Notwithstanding this disappointment, the 
Commons proceeded in that affeir, and the 
cwnsel for the bill being called in, and the bill 
read, the counsel opened the evidence, and 
produced a echeme, taken amongst Mr. Layer’s 

papers, which was read; as were also several 
copies of letters stop at the post-office. 
Then the counsel examined several witnesses, 
tomake good the allegations of the bill; pro- 
duced several papers taken at his pid 
houses at Westminster and Bromley ; as also 
a packet taken on one of his lordship’s servants 
at the Tower of London; and examined two 
Witnesses; one to prove, that a letter and 
pane contained in the said packet were bis 
ordship’s hand-writing ; and the other to prove, 
that a letter directed to Mr. Dubois, taken 
amongst bis lordship’s papers, at the deanry at 

estnmster, was sealed with the same seal 
that the letter taken on his lordship’s servant 
at the Tower, was sealed. Then the counsel 
sommed up the evidence, and being withdrawa, 
the bill was committed to a grand committee 
for the sixth instant. - 

April 5. The engrossed bill for punishing 
Plonket was reac the third time; and the 
question being put, That the bill do pass, the 
ree was strenuously opposed by sir William 
Yvndham, who Was seconded by Mr. Shippea 
ond Mr. Kettleby; but being answered by 
Mr. Robert Walpole and sir Joseph Jekyll, the 
éstion was carried in the affirmative by 250 
voices against 72, Hereupon the said bill was 
ordered to be carried up to the Lords. 


_ The Bishop of Rochester’s Petition complain- 
a! Violence being used in searching him in 
beh), April5. A Petition of Francis 
a op of Rochester, prisoner in tbe Tower, 
al shin tothe Lords and read, setting 
Sine That on Thursday the 4th instant, 
‘a three o’clock in the afternoon, colonel 
sie deputy-lieutenant of the Tower, 
Betles by Mr. ‘Serjeant, the gentleman- 
pecs by two wardens, came up to the 
oe ner's room while be was at dinner, and 
‘6 put his two servants under the custody 
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(ale 
of warders below, told the petitioner he muse 
search him; the petitioner asked him for his. 
warrant; be answered, he had authority from 
the ministry, affirming it upon his salvation ; 
hut the petitioner refused to be searched till he 
shewed it; he then said he had a verbal order, 
but refused to say from whom; the petitioner 
told him, if it were verbal only, it did not 
appear to him, and he would not be searched ; 
he endeavoured nevertheless to search the peti- 
tioner’s pockets himself by force, but the: 
petitioner wrapped his morsing-gown ahout 
him, and would not suffer him till he shewed hig 
warrant, which the petitioner demanded five or 
six tines to DO purpose; he then ordered the 
two warders attending him to come to the pe- 
ttioner and do their duty, and one of them 
laid hands upon him, and began to use vio- 
lence; and though the petitioner knocked and 
called often for his servants, colonel Williamsoao 
said they should not, nor were they permitted 
to come near him; upon this, the petitioner 
subinitted, and they took every thing out of his 
pockets, and searched his bureau and desk, and 
carried away with them two seals; they seized 
also a paper in the petitioner's pocket, but that . 
beiny a letter to his solicitor about the manag- 
ing of his oause, which the ; petitioner. thought 
they could have no pretence to seize while he 
was under the protection of parliament, he took 
it agajn from them and tore it, but they carried 
a part of it along with them; they searched 
alsu his two servants below, and took away a 
seal from one of them ; and those two servants 
likewise demanded their warrant, but they had 
none to produce; the petitioner therefore, as 
a lord of parliament, though under confine- 
ment, bumbly prays that their lordships would 
be pleased to take these matters into serious 
consideration, and grant him such relief and 
protection as their lordships shall judge proper, 
against such unprecedented illegal and insolent 
usage.” | 


Debate on @ Motion for the Deputy Lieute- . 
nant, &c. to attend.| And thereupon a motion 
was made, and the qgestion was put, “ That 
colonel Williamson, the deputy-lieutenant of 
the Fower of London, Mr, Serjeant, the 
gentleman-porter, the two warders who attended 
colonel Williamson yesterday in the apart- 
ment of the bishop of Rochester, prisouer ia 
the Tower of London, and the two servants of 
the said bishop attending his lordship, do at- 
tend at the bar of this House immediately, to 
give an account of the matters mentioned in the 
said petition?” 


Protest on their Atlendunce being refused.} 
The earls Cowper and Strafford, the lords Lech- 
mere and Bathurst, spoke for this motion; but 
were answered by the lords Townshend, Car- 
teret, and Harcourt ; andthe question being put 
thereupon, it was carried in the negative by a 
majority of 56 voices against 24. 


*¢ Dissentient’ . 
1. “ Because the petitioner, asa lord of 
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parliament and member of this House, though 
no peer of this realm, hath an unquestionable 
right, under all circumstances, to the justice 
and protection of this House against any person 
whatsoever, who, during the sitting of Parlia- 
ment, cumimits any act of violence to his per- 


son or property, which this House may adjudge’ 


. toa breach of privilege; and therefore as we 
conceive, the facts alledged in the petition, if 
the same are true, and no account given of 
them by the persons concerned, to the sutis- 
faction of this House, are an unwarrantable at- 
- Yempt upon a member of this House, we think, 
that in justice fo the petitioner, and to the ho- 
nour and privileges of this House, there ought to 
have been an iminediate and impartial examina- 
tion by this House of the persons concerned, we 
finding no instance on the journals of this House, 
where any member of the House hath com- 
plained, by petition or otherwise, of the least 
vielence or injury to his person, during the 
time of privilege, wherein the House hath not 
ordered an examination of the facts so com- 
plained of. 

2. Because it appears to us, that the peti- 
tiouer being under imprisonment, and a bill 
depending against him in the House of Com- 
mons, that House having allowed him the 
benefit of council and solicitors for making his 
defence, were proceeding against the petitioner 
on that bill, in all probability, at the very 
tine the matters complained of were trans- 
acted; and as that bill may soon come under 
the consideration and judgment of this House, 
the seizing the petitioner’s letter to his soliciter, 
or any thing which may concern his defence, 
we are of opinion, ought to have been examined 
into, it being, as we conceive, against the rules 
of natural justice, the laws of all nations, and 
the fundamental and known laws of this realm, 
that any papers or other things in the lawful 
possession of the person so accused, and which 
maay relate to his defence, should be forcibly 
wrested from him; or that any person, and 
more especially a lord of parhament, being 
under imprisonment and accusation for high 
treason, should by terror or other violence, be, 
without just cause, in any degree disturbed in 
or disabled from making his defence. 

3. ‘* Because the refusing to enter into the 
examination of the matters complained of by 
the petition may, in our opinions, be construed 
to be a justification of the proceedings therein 
alledged, even though there was not a reason- 
able occasion for the same; and it being sug- 
gested in the petition, that the deputy-lieute- 
nant of the Tower did attirm to the prisoner, 
upon his salvation, that he had a verbal order 
from the ministry, though he refused to say from 
whom, and not pretending that what he did 
was by his own authority, we are of opinion 
that it was of the greatest consequence to the 
honour of his Majesty’s government, that this 
House should have examined into this proceed- 
ing; and the rather, because we conceive it to 
be of the highest importarice to the free and 
imparual adininistration of justice, that this 
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House should on all occasions discountenance 
all appearance of force, especially on a lord of 
Parliament imprisoned and accused of high 
treason. 

4. “ Because, we think, that if an unjusti- 
fiable violence be offered tu the person or 
privilege of any member of thie House, and 
not examined into, it may prove an encourage- 
meat to commit the like, if not farther abuses 
on any other member of this House in future 
times. (Signed, ) Strafford, Cowper, Ba- 

thurst, Hay, Montjoy, Guilford, Lech~ 
mere, Scarsdale, Poulett, Weston, Fo- 
ley, Litchfield, Ashburnham, Bingley, 
Bruce.” 


Debate in the Commons concerning the 
Punishment of the Bishop of Rochester.) April 
6. The Bill tor punishing George Kelly alas 
Johnson, was read the third time, passed, and 
sent up to tbe Lords ; and then the Commons 
went into a grand committee upon the Biull, 
‘For inflicting certain pains and penalties 
‘upon Francis lord bishop of Rochester.’ 

When it came to the filling up the blank for 
pains and penalties, the court-party moved, 
‘That he should be deprived of his oflice and 
benefice, banished the kingdom, be guilty of 
felony if he returned, and that it should not be 
in the king’s power to pardon him without con- 
sent of Parliament; but without forfeiture of 
goods and chattels. Ilereupon 

Mr. Lawson represented, That the evidence 
against the bishop being all either hearsay, or 
conjecture, and therefore not to be depended 
upon, he ought to have no punishment at all. 

Mr. Oglethorpe was of the same opinion, but 
gave it another turn; he said, It was plain, 
the Pretender had none but a company of 
silly fellows about him; and it was to be feared, 
that if the bisbop, who was allowed to be a 
man of great parts, should be banished, he 
might be solicited and tempted to go to Rome, 
and there be in a capacity to do more mischief 
by his advice, than if he was suffered to stay 
in England, under the watchful eye of those in 
power, 

But the question being put upon the first 
motion, it was carried without any division.’ 

April 9. The said Bill was read the third 
time, passed, and sent up to the Lords. 


Report or THE LoRDS RELATING TO THE 
Conspiracy.] April23. The dukeof Dorset 
according to order reported from the Lords 
Commitiees to whom the Report and orginal 
Papers delivered by the House of Commons, at 
several Conferences, were referred; and who 
were empowered to examine Christopher Layer, 
and such other persons as they trum time to 
ume shuuld think proper, and to whom several 
Informatious and Papers, laid before the House 
by his Majesty’s command, relating to the Con- 
spiracy mentiened in his Majesty's Speech, at 
the opening of this Parliament, to be carrying 
on against bis person and government, were 
referred. 
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That the Committee, having carefully com- 
pared the said Report with the original papers 
referred to them, and having examined several! 
persons in relation to the treasonable practices 
and correspondences therein set forth, are 
fully satisied and convinced, that a detesta- 
ble and wicked conspiracy hasbeen formed and 
carried on, for soliciting a foreign force to iu- 
vade thee kingdoms, for raising a rebellion, 
and inciting insurrections, in London, and 
divers other parts of Great Britain, and even 
for laring violent hands on the sacred person of 
his Majesty, and on his royal highness the 
pnoce of Wales, in order to destroy our reli- 
gon and constitution, by placing a Popish Pre- 
teader on the throne. 

And the Lords Committees think themselves 
obliged, in justice, to observe, that the extra- 
ordinary vigilance and application which has 
been shewn by the House of Commons, in de- 
lecting this scene of iniquity, and laying its 
most hidden springs in so full and clear a light, 

asithas greatly contributed to the public safety, 
by opening thhe eyes, and awakening the just 
resentment, of an injured nation ; so it cannot 
fail to exce a proportionable zeal and emula- 
tonin vour losdships, fer concurring with that 
House, in the no less necessary work of bring- 
ing the authors. uf these wicked designs to such 
exemplary punishment, as may be a lasting ad- 
Mouition to poster ty, that artifice and disguise 
can'no more lessen the danger, than mitigate 
the guilt, of treason; and that they act andera 
fatal delusion, wiso hope to abuse the lenity of 
our las tu the ruin of our Constitution. 

The Lords Committees think it a strong con- 

ation of the truth and exactness of the said 

Report, that several material observations, 
Whit are there advanced as grounded upon 
probable conjectures only, have since been 
amply verified and supported by fresh discove- 
nes, arising from the papers lately referred to 
them by your lordships. 

The intelligence sent by colonel Stanhope 
and sir Anthony Westcombe, in relation to the 
Pretender’s ships under Morgan, as well as the 
explication given by the Committee of the 
House of Commons to several of the fictitious 
hames in the intercepted correspondence, is 
‘ery much illustrated and confirmed by papers 
sezed on board The Revolution, and by the 
“taninations of some of the prisoners belong- 
ihg to tha. ship. 

It appears by those papers and examinations, 

t Morgan, who went by the name ot Walton, 
and Gallwey (an Irish Roman Catholic), who 
went by the name of Gardiner, with others act- 
ing under their dire ction, have, for several years 
ae been employed in fitting out ships under 

Aglish colours, which were ready, on all occa- 
‘ens, to attend the motions of the Pretender, 
ho in several of the letters is styled “ their 

King” and “ their royal master :” That the 
mouey for these ships was supplied, partly by 
Perong in England, partly by Waters the bank- 
ft at Paris, and partly by the late duke of Or- 
monde; That one of these ships, in the year 
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1719, was sent by Morgan to the Groyn, with 
an express to fetch the late duke of Ormonde 
to England; at which time it appears, that 
Morgan and Gallwey were promised a supply 
of fifty thousand pounds from friends in Eng- 
land: That others of these ships lay hovering 
about the coast of Britany, from the year 1718 
to 1721, expecting to be. employed either by 
Cane and Chivers (general Dillun), or by Hore 
(sir Harry Goring), in what they call their home . 
trade: That, in the year 1721, despairing of any 
employment.of this kind, on account, as is ex- 
pressed in one of their letters, of Hore and his 
partners being cowards in trade, they engaged 
themselves in the service of the Swedish Mada- 
gascar company, and in December 1721! ren- 
dezvoused in the bay of Cadiz for this purpose; 
but this project likewise failing, on account of 
some deficiency on the part of the Swedes, 
Morgan waited on the late duke of Ormonde at 
Madrid, and was by him supplied with twelve 
thousand pieces of eight, for fitting out ‘the 
ships Lady Mary and Revolution for the Pre- 
tender’s service. Soon after Morgan’s return 
to Cadiz, the arms and ammunition which had 
been prepared for the Madagascar voyage, con- 
sisting of 2,000 muskets, 2,000 bayonets, 1,000 
carbines, 400 barrels of powder, and a propor- 
tionable quantity of match, ‘flints, &c. were 
consigned to Morgan, and by bim put on board 
the Pretender’s ship, called the Lady Mary; 
and Morgan having embarked on board the 
said ship, with several Irish officers, set sail 
from the bay of Cadiz, the latter end of April 
1722, and went first to S’to Antonio, and then 
to S’tu Andero, in the bay of Biscay. - 

The Committee having sent for Mr. Gus- 
tavus Bahr, formerly a captain in the Swedish 
service, who, being at Cadiz on account of the 
Madagascar expedition, had occasion to trans- 
act several affairs with Morgan and the other 
officers of the Pretender’s ships; they were in- 
formed by him, “ That the arms above-men- 
tioned were brought, part of them from Got- 
tenburg, and part from Hamburg, by one of the 
Pretender’s ships, named the Fortune, com- 
manded by one Butler; that 2,000 of the said 
arms belonged to the Swedish Madagascar 
Company, und were delivered by him, Bahr, to 
Morgan ; that the remainder, which belonged 
to count Rhenstierna, a Swede, were also pur- 
chased by Morgan, but not till some weeks 
after the first 2,000; that Morgan went to 
Madrid, and returned with 12,000 pieces of 
eight in bills and money, which sum, he, Bahr, | 
saw in Morgan’s hands; that baron Seebach 
and one Osthoff (who are frequently mentioned 
in Morgan’s letters), as also count Rhenstierna’s 
agent, who delivered the arms to Morgan, de- 
clared to him, Bahr, since his return to Gotten- 
burg, that Morgan was supplied with these 
12,000 pieces of eight from the late duke of | 
Ormond: and that the arms were paid for out 
of the said money. And Morgan’s son, being 
examined by the Committee, owned, that his 
father went at that tine to Madrid; that the 
late duke of Ormund was then there; and that 
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his father did there receive bills for fitting out 
the ships ; but from whom he cannot tell. 
Bahr farther declared, That aj! the Swedish 
officers at Cadiz looked on Morgan's ships as 
belunging to the Pretender, and spoke of them 
in all conversations us such; which was con- 
firmed to bim expressly by baron Seehach and 
Osthoff. And one of tbe sadors of the said 
ships owned to the Committee, that they went 
frum port to port, without taking in any cargo; 
that they had somctimes but 60, and sometimes 
1380 men on board the Revolution; and often 
received orders for sailing with all possible ex- 
pedition, which orders were atterwards coun- 
termanded, without any apparent reason for 
one or the other; and that this unaccountable 
procceding satisfied him the said ships were 
engaged in some unwarrantable design. Bahr 


farther declared, that Osthoff told him, the ship. 


Revolution was at first purchased in England, 
for transporting the late king of Sweden, in per- 
son, in his projected descent on Scotland ; aod 
that he, Bahr, saw the name Carolus still stand- 
ing im the cabin of the ship, when be was last 
on board her. And Morgan's son owned, that 
he had observed the arms of the crown of 
Sweden in the said cabin, which he supposed 
were placed there as a token that the said shi 
was engaged jo the service of the Swedish Ma- 
dagascar Company, theugh he owned that the 
other ships engaged in the same service had no 
such tokeu. 
Some of the particulars above related do 
very much explain and confirm O ’s letter 
hp pea of the 27th of April; as also those to 
Dumville and Dodsworth, in which it is said, 
_ that the hopes of remittamces from persons in 
England bad induced O—— to supply M 
(which appears to be Morgan); that O-—— 
could depend on 2,000 anmns from M 
(which appear to be the 2,000 arms delivered 
to Morgan by Bahr, before the date of O——’s 
letter); that M had erit from C—— 
(which appears to be Cadiz), that he could get 
more arms, if he had more money; and ac- 
cordingly the Committee find that a second 
supply of arms was purchased by Morgan from 
count Rhenstierna’s agent. O , in his Jet- 
ter to L——, dated the 27th of April, says, I 
have ordered M———’s ship to come tu A ; 
and it appears that Morgan did at that very 
* time embark on board the Lady Mary, with 
the arms above-mentioned, and went first to 
S'to Antonio, and soon after to S’to Ande- 


° % 

The sailors, on their examination, having 
mentioned one Hilton, as commanding a ship 
under Morgan; and the Committee finding a. 
letter from Morgan, directed to Don Nichulas, 
which in a subsequent letter is mentioned to 
have been writ to the said Hilton; they thought 
it probable Hilton might be a fictitious name 
for Nicholas Wogan, in the same manner as 
Walton was for Morgan, and Gardiner for 
Gallwey. Having accordingly examined the 
sailors as to this particular ; one of them said, 
he believed Hilton was a fictitious name; and 
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Morgan’s son owned, thet Hilton’s true name 
was Nicholas Wogan; and that be had been 
confined in England on account of the Preston 
rebellion, as be was told by Nicholas Wogan, 
junior, who went by the name of Paterson, 
And one of the sailors declared, that the said 
Wogan senior obtained the command of one of 
the ships under Morgan, alter their arrival in 
the bay of Cadiz. ; 

These particulars agree with Glascock’s let- 
ter to George Kelly, of the 24th of April, O. S. 
in whicb he mentions Nicholas Wogan by the 
name of Xoland, as being to have the command 
of a vessel at Cadiz, to cruize against the Turks, 
or for other views, on which he will not pretend 
to decide; and Kelly, answering this letter 
wishes Wogan’s chief may succeed in his jour- 
ney. The same particulars confirm Mr. Craw- 
furd’s letters of the 18th and 25th of July; by 
which it appears, that the two Nicholas Wo- 
gans were at that time come to Morlaix, ex- 
pecting Morgan’s ships to follow them to that 
port, in order to their setting sait for England; 
that the eldest of them was to have been cap- 
tain, and the other lieutenant, of one of those 
ships; and that they owned the project in 
Spain, by what they had learned of it, was, for 
the late duke of Ormond to have landed in the 
west, witb Irish officers and arms. 

On the 8th of June, N.'S. col. Stanhope writ 
word, That the late duke of Ormonde was pre- 
paring to embark, with arms and others, for 
England. And’ your Committee find, that 
about that time the ship Revolution set sail 
from the bay of Cadiz; that the sailors, know- 
ing the Madapascar voyage to be dropped, re- 
fused to do their duty, till they were satisfied 
as to the place they were designed for ; that 
hereupon Gallwey assured them, It was to 
Gibraitar, in order to clean the ship; but hav- 
ing got them under sail, and satisfied them 
about their wages, they proceeded tothe Bay of 
Biscay: that they put in at Santo Antonio, to 
take Morgan on board, and then joined the 
Lady Mary at Santo Andero: that, upon their 
arrival at this place, the common report ua 
shore was, that the late duke of Ormonde and 
four companies of soldiers were to be taken on 
board the Revolution; that corn and cattle 
were provided for the said soldiers; and that 
the late duke of Ormonde was witbin a short 
day’s journey of Santo Andera: that hereupon 
the first and second mate of the said ship, sus 
pecting Gallwey to be engaged in some unwar- 
rantable design, agreed not to serve any longer, 
unless Gallwey would give them a nole under 
bis hand, that they were forced into the ser- 
vice, and would also declare whither they aa 
bound, and give them security that they shou 
not be employed in any other voyage than poe 
as he should declare to them; whereu 00 one 
of them was confined, and the other wiscoun 
tenanced by Galiwey. 

But that Gallwey’s real ex cctsUons hears 
have come over with ‘ne ince duke ut Ormone’s 
appears to the Con suitice ue. evident, cat 
the copy of @ cetica ul his, uated the 16 
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Jone, the day before he set sail from Cadiz; in 
vhehare these words : 

*] bope the will sail to-morrow. 
Yor ut repeating orders and advice concern- 
ug the business in hand, gives me a thousand 
apprehensions. God send our bankers and 
the ret of our friends are safe, and stand their 
ground. | intend to embark myself on board 
te ——-, for fear my dear aunt should 
hare wyoceasion for assistance: of whom I 
am » der, that I would not, if possible, 
have ie are of her put into any other hands.” 
Te Committee observe, That the same ex- 


ee of *iny aunt,” is used in the letter to 
Voseorth, with such circumstances as make 
tLehly probable, that, in that letter, as well 
asthis of Gallwey’s, it denotes the late duke of 
Omonde, They likewise observe, that the 
mmes of Manfield and Medley are used in 

‘sand Galiwey’s letters in such a man- 
¥, 4% confirms those names to mean the late 
tate of Ormonde, agreeably to the explication 
ven them in the Report of the Committee of 

House of Commons. 

Gallwey, in his letter of the Srd of Nov. 
17%, says, He hasa couple of fine greyhounds, 
td, and a bitch, for Mrs. Freeman. The 
fame dogs are mentioned in another letter, aod 
it the depositions of two of the sailors, to have 

Na present from the Iate duke of Ormonde 
lo the Pretender; which confirms the explica- 
on of the name of Freeman, mentioned in the 
maxi Report, to be true. 

bere was likewise seized on board the Re- 
Yolution, a letter to Gallwey, signed, Jobn 
mea; which appears to be in the same hand- 
Pung with the letters signed Gerrard and M. 
»taken among Mr. Dennis Kelly’s pa- 
Obs and confirms Gerrard to mean sir Jolin 
©, one of Dillon’s secretaries, agreeable to 
conjecture in the said Report. 
the tsk oy in a letter dated from Alicant Bay, 
ets of September last, expresses his con- 
ae Kelly’s confinement; but hopes, That 
nk ii that can befal him. And a letter 
orc.) 2, hand-writing, signed, Ja. Johnson, 
eae for Gardiner, but enclosing a note for 
és moe payable to Gallwey, was found 
Sites Revolution; as also a direction, 
“ith Kelly’s own hand, in a pocket- 
in hs pprosed to belong to Morgan. Kelly, 
ae i acknowledges the receipt of one 
corres. n (which is probably their common 
Theis , “cent sir John Obrien;) and says, 
ly aie in Spain are well, as one of the 
teosive ‘es him word; which shews how ex- 
xe] Sais 3 correspondences were. 

Neves i ina letter from Genoa, of the Srd 

cr er, 1722, (which appears to have 

Rn, He ey One of the Pretender’s family) 
the ditectio acted for many months past under 
mk ie fae toe (Ormonie), who, he 
reeman (the P as menuoned him to Mr. 
ee Yet, in = out to 

ls ship was taken, he has 

eco. aftirtm, That he never saw the 
Ormonde since he left England; 
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nor ever corresponded, directly or indirectly, 
with bim or the Pretender, or any of their ade 
herents at home or abroad; but was always 
zealously well-affected to his present Majesty 
and our happy establishment. 

Gustavus Bahr, abovementioned, deposes, 
among other particulars, That he has been in- 
formed, the Pretender’s agents had arms for 
3,000 men, lodged at a house belonging to the 
late duke of Ormonde, near Morlaix, in Brite 
tany: Which port, the Committee observe, was 
one of the usual stations of the Pretender’s 
ships under Morgan; and it appears probable 
that these 3,000 arms made part of the 10,000 
mentioned in O—’s letter to L—, as pruvided 
by D—; who is supposed to be Dillou. 

Robert Franklyn, second mate of the ship 
Revolution, deposes, That letters, directed to 
John or James Jacobs, at Genoa, were taken 
up at the post-house by Gallwey. The Com- 
mittee observe, that Junes, in his letter to 
Chivers, mentions his having communicated 


‘the copies of Manfield’s and Jacobs’s letters. 


And Glascock, in his letter to George Kelly, 
of the 1st of May, says, He hopes money is 
sent to pay for the barrels, which Jacobs has at 
his disposal ; in both which places, it is proba- 
ble that Jacobs means Gallwey; and that bar- 
rels mean stands of arms, is confirmed by a 
letter of Morgan's; in which, speaking of that 
very ship that brought the arms abovemen- 
tioned fron: Gottenburg and Hamburgh to Ca- 
diz, he says, She had received orders for 
taking in nineteen barrels, with every thing 
necessary to make use of them; which last 
words seem to refer to the bayonets, flints, and 
powder, . 

The intelligence sent by Mr. Crawfurd, on 
the 27th of May, That Gordon of Boulogne 
was to have a ship ready to transport some of 
the chiefs of the conspiracy to England, is con- 
firmed by the deposition of Roger Garth (al- 
ready published) who declares, That the said 
Gordon (whom he had good reason to believe 
to be an agent of the Pretender’s) did, some 
time last summer, endeavour to engage him to 
ply off of that station with his sloop, in order 
to carry over such persons as he the said Gor- 
don should recommend to him; promising him, 
that he should have employment enough. 

The Lords’ Committees conceive, that the 
several particulars above related will appear to 
the House very much to corroborate the ac- 
counts received from abrqad, of ships provided 
for transporting the late dike of Ormonde to 
England, with arms and officers, the beginning 
of last summer; and that they also confirm the 
decyphering of the letters, and explication of 
the names, contained in the Keport of the 
Committee of the House of Commons. 

The Lords’ Committees, observing that some 
paragraphs of the letters referred to them were 
writ originally in cypher, thought 3t proper to 
call the decypherers before them, in order to 
their being satisfied of the truth of the decy- 
phering. The account they received from 
those persons was, That they have long beca 
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versed in this science, and are ready to produce 
witnesses of undoubted reputation, who have 
framed letters in cypher, on purpuse to put 
them to a tral; and have constantly found 
their decyphering to agree with the original 
keys, which had been concealed fromthem. It 
was hkewise confirmed to the Committee, 
That letters decyphered by one or other of 
them in England, had exactly agreed with the 
decyphering of the same Jetters performed by 

rsons in foreign parts, with whom they could 
Pave no communication; and that, in some 
instances, after they had decyphered letters fer 
the government, the keys of those cyphers had 
been seized; and, upon comparing them, had 
agreed exactly with their decyphering. 

With respect to the intercepted letters in 
question, they alledged, That, in the cypher 
used by George Kelly, they find the words 
ranged in an alphabetical order, answering the 
progressive order of the figures by which they 
are expressed; so that the farther the initial 
‘letter of any word is removed from the letter 
A, the higher the number is by which such 
word is denoted: Fhat the same word will be 
found to be constantly denoted by one and the 
same figure, except in the case of particles, or 
words of very frequent use, which have two or 
three figures assigned to them ; but those always 
following one the other, in a progressive order, 
They likewise set forth, That, in the cypher 
abovementioned, a certain order is coustantly 
observed as to the placing of the words made 
use of; that, under each letter of the alpha- 
bet, the first cyphers are allotted to the proper 
names of places, the next to the proper names 
or titles of persons, the next to whole words in 
common use, and the last to denote single 
letters. 

As two the truth of the decyphering, they al- 
ledged, “‘ That several letters, written in this 
cypher, had been decyphered by them sepa- 
rately, one being many miles distant in the 
country, and the other in town; and yet their 
decyphering agreed: That facts, unknown to 
them and the government at the time of their 
decyphering, had been verified in every circum- 
stance by subsequent discoveries; as, parti- 
cularly, that of H—’s ship coming in ballast to 
fetch O— to England, which had been so decy- 
phered by them two months before the go- 
vernment had the least notice of Halstead’s 
having left England: That a supplement of 
this cypher, having been found among Dennis 
" Kelly’s papers the latter end of July, agreed 
with the key they had formed of that cypher 
the April before ; That the decynheriog of the 
letters signed Jones Illington and 1378, being 
afterwards applied by them to others written iu 
the same cypher, did immediately make perti- 
- Nent sense, and such as: had an evident con- 
nexion and coherence with the parts of those 
letters that were out of cypher, though the 
words in cypher were repeated in different 
paragraphs, and differently combined.” And 
they insist, “ That these several particulars, 
duly weighed, amount to a demonstrationof the 
truth of their decyphering.” ' 


PARL. HISTORY, 9 Georce I. 1723.—Report of the Lords 


(224 


Asto the other cyphers, made use of by 
Jernegan, Stanley, and Walter Grahame, they 
consist only of 24 figures for the 24 letters of 
the alphabet, and some other figures for proper 
naines, or whole words ; in the placing af which 
naines, a certain order is also observed. 

These several particulars they declared them- 
selves ready to attest, upon oath ; and to pru- 
duce sutficient witnesses to their character and 
integrity, as well as their skill, 

The Committee, being empowered by your 
lordships to examine Christopher Layer, did 
accordingly spend sume time in the said exa- 
mination; which produced a tediuus repetition 
of the particulars contained in his examination 
before the Committee of the Huuse of Com- 
mons, and sume few circumstances, which 
they found he had recollected hy reading the 
printed Report and Appendix. 

All that he confessed to them, which is new, 
was, “* That he did, before his setting out tor 
Rome, acquaint Plunket with his intentions of 
carrying over a note of the names of the Tory 
gentlemen of Norfolk, if Plunket thought it 
would be acceptable: That, during his stay at 
Rume, sir Wiliam Ellis told bim, ** That he 
had formerly corresponded with Plunket, at 
the request of the lady Middleton; but that 
he had not for some time past corresponded 
with Plunket, or any one else, in relation to the 
Pretender’s affairs; for that, from the time of 
the action at Dumblain, su many Scotish nobdle- 
men and gentlemen had come over to the Pre- 
tender, that he and all the rest of the old ser-: 
vants had been forbid all correspondence ia 
England or elsewhere.” Upon Layer’s desir- 
ing leave te correspond with him if it. were 
practicable, he told Layer, ‘ That, on condi- 
tion he would promise to write nothing but ° 
what might be sliewn to the Pretender himself, 
he would settle a correspondence with him; 
for that though he had followed the fortunes of 
the late king Jumes and his family ever since 
the Revolution, and had always been faithful to 
the Pretender, and for many years his cashier; 
yet, if any of the Scottish gentlemen that were 
about the Pretender should know he received 
a letter without communicating it to him, it 
would cost him his place, and he should be in 
utter disgrace:” That, Layer promising to 
write nothing but what might be shewn, Ellis 
gave him acypher of bis own hand-writing, as 
ulso another cypher of cut paper, for carrying 
on the correspondence: That he, Layer, like- 
wise settled a cypher of fictitious names with 
Mrs. Hughes, nurse to the Pretender’s child ; 
and received a letter from her, in relation to 
the christening of his daughter. He would not 
own that he knew of any other cypher; and 
persisted that Ce Kinder] meant the said 
Mrs. Hughes; though in Ellis’s cypher it stands 
for Mis. Fox. Ue said, “That the paper 
which he desired a copy of from sir William 
Ellis, and which is referred to in Ellis’s letter 
of the SOth of January, was a short scheme, 
relating to the Preston affair, shewn him by 
Ellis while he was at Rome; of: which he re- 
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members no other particulars, but that insur- 

recuoos were to be begun in several counties 

ina dark night :: That, when he made applica- 
tion to Plunket, for the fictitious names of Bur- 
ford, Steele, &c. he was forced to acquaint 

Plunket with his having settled a correspon- 

dence with Ellis ; which Plunket resented, and 

sud, He thought Ellis had been forbid all cor- 
respondeace with persons here :” That the 
reason of bis asking Plunket for a fictitious 
name for lord Orrery was, that he had occa- 
sion tameatuon to Ellisaclub, which Plunket 
had often told hin of: That Plunket once 
shewed hima list of this club, of hig own hand- 
wnuog, which he read over two or three times ; 
bet that Plunket talked so inconsistently of 

them, that he, Layer, verily believes it was a 
mere fiction of his own, and that there never 
was any such clab: That be, Layer, thinks 
lord Orrery meotioned to him lord Strafford, as 
one ot those who, with lord North, sir Harry 
Goring, and others, were (as lord Orrery was 
‘oformed) going to do a rash thing in favour of 
tue Pretender ; but that he cannot be positive 
as to lord Strafford : That he, Layer, wrote him- 
selto the Pretender, concerning the difference 
of opinion which he observed in lord North 
aod lord Orrery, about the means of restoring 
bim, and the necessity there was that the Re- 
gent should permit general Dillon to come over 

re with some foreign forces. 

That he also drew up a scheme of a lottery, 
to have been opened here, in favour of the Pre- 
tender; and enclosed the said scheme in a 
parcel, with some silk stockings, which he sent 
%apreseat to the Pretender and his spouse 
wy Andrew Haye, who travelled to Italy with: 

derman Barber: That he defivered this parcel 
to Haye with his own bands, who promised to 
Coavey itto Ellis, and ae could do it with 
salety: That Haye, as he Believes, understood 
the stockings to be for the Pretender and his 
‘pouse: That he likewise had some discourse 
with Haye, about getting copper plates en- 
fraved at Rome, in English aud Italian, for 
lie tickets of the said lottery ; and desired bim 
to receive sir William Ellis’s directions about 
ts which Haye promised to do: That, while 

» Layer, was at Rome, Haye asked him, 
“ Whether he would not see the king?” mean- 
ing the Pretender: And that the said Hlaye 
went frequently to the Pretender’s family, in 
the way of his business ; and was, as hé believes, 
Present while the Pretender’s and his spouse's 
ptares were drawn.” 

Haye, being examined by the Committee, 
owned the receipt of the stockings; but denied 
thar being delivered to him by Layer, or that 

knew who they were for. He likewise 

owned the carrying a packet to Belloni, the 

banker, at Rome; which was brought to him 
by & porter from Layer, as he supposed. 

yer owns, ‘* That Haye told him Belloni 

wu the Pretender’s banker; but denies his 

texting any such packet by Haye.” 

» 0 several other particulars of their 

*tanunations, they contradicted each other. 

Vou. VILL 
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A Scheme of the Lottery abovementiuned 
(for raising 225,000/. sterling) having beeu 
foand among the papers of Walter Jcferies, 
now in custody, the Lords’ Committees thought 
proper to examine him, bow he came by it. 
He owned his being acquainted with Layer 
and Plynket: That he saw Layer about the 
time of. his going abroad, and helped hia 


‘toa billon a banker at Antwerp; but he de- 


nied his knowing from whom he received the 
said scheme, or his having had any conversation 
with any one about it; and said, It might be 
pu into his bands by Plunket, for aught be 

e knows; but that he was not sure he had 
ever read it; and, if he bad known such a 
paper had been in his custody, he should have 
destroyed it. 

The Lords’ Committees being informed, 
That Layer, between the wme of his delivering 
the larger and lesser bundle of papers to Mrs. 
Mason, had delivered to her a large parcel, 
covered with blue paper, and sealed in several 
places; and that he did, within a few days 
after, take it back again, telling her he wanted 
to carry it to lord North and Grey’s; they 
examined Layer particularly on this head; but 
he denied that he ever delivered ber any such © 
bundle. 

The, Lords’ Committees next proceeded to 
the examination of John Plunket ; who began 
with large protestations of his innocence; and 
offered, of himself, to account for three facts 
charged: upon him in the report, and to shew 


.they were great mistakes, The first was, his 


receiving a letter from George Kelly; the se- 
cond, his receiving the letter at Antwerp, 
signed Dixwell; and the third, his receiving 
the letter from the Pretender, taken at Mrs. 
Creagh’s. And as, in his examinauon bcfore 
the Commntee of the House of Commons, he 
had fallen on the expedient of substituting 
Hugh Thomas to personate Rogers; so now 
they found he had furnished himself with three 
different persons, at different placcs, all of the 
name of Plunket, to whom, he would have it 
believed, these letters were written; without 
offering any the least proof, or circumstance of 
probability, to shew that sach persons were at 
all concerned in those letters, or that there ever 
were any such persons in being. 

The letter from George Kelly, he said, was 
not writ to him, but to one Harry Plunket, who 
delivered it to him at Will’s Coffee-house, 
Covent-garden; and that it related to some 
money that was to be raised on a security of 
Mrs. Barnes’s. 

As to the letter signed Dixwell; he said, 
There were two clergymen of the church. of 
Rome, one or both of which travelled with him 
and Layer from Doser to Antwerp ; that one of — 
them went by the name of Loyd, but his real 
name was Plunket; that this man dropped the 
letter signed Dixwell at a cofice-house: and he 
John Plunket, taking it up, with a design of 
restoring it to him in Lorrain (to which place 
sometimes one and sometimes both of these 
clergymen were gone), shewed it to Layer, who 
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took it into his head that this letter had been 
writ to him John Plunket. 

The letter from the Pretender, he said, fell 
into his hands much in the saine manner: That 
there is one father Plunket at Rome, to whom 
the Pretender always writes, when any bodv Is 
to be introduced to him. Being asked, Whether 
father Plunket travelled with Layer to Rome 
(because mention is made in the Pretender’s 
letter of a companion of Plunket’s?) He said, 
The Pretender always called the person that 
was to be introduced by father Plunket his 
companion; that this father Plunket happening 
to shew him this letter and commending the 
hand, he, John Plunket, said, He had a triend 
as Rome, that would be glad to see the Pre- 
tender’s hand-writing ; and father’Plunket hav- 
ing accordingly lett the letter with him, be 
shewed it to Layer, and forgot to return it to 
father Plunket, who never called for it, baving 
fifty more letters of the same kind by him. 

Upon the Lords’ Committees asking him, 
Whether he went by the name of Rogers? He 
said, Ife went by several names in his travels, 
that he might not be imposed upon in his 
reckenings, as the English generally are. Being 
asked, Whether he took the name of Rogers 
to prevent his being thought an Englishman? 
He said, That in Italy he was called Rogieri. 

They farther asked him, Whether be had 
dictated any fictitious names to ‘Layer, or had 
mentioned any thing to him of a cluh? To 
which he answered, That he had given Laver 
the fictitious name of Bedford, or Burford, for 
lord Orrery, which name he had from Neynue : 
That one night, being in company with Laver 
and some clergymen, whose names he.has 
forgot, the discourse turning on the protests of 
the lords, and the names that were subscribed 
to them, one of the company said, These ure 
a loyal club: another said, They are Jaco- 
bites; and that he, Plunket, said, There was a 
‘loyal club of eighty or ninety lords, that would 
stand in detence of their country. 

Hie further observed to the committee, 
That, in the Bill now depending before your 
lordships, he is not mentioned by the name by 
which he was baptized and confirmed. He 
said his surname was Plucknet; but his christian 
name he declined telling ; and seemed to place 
some bopes and confidence in this subterfuge. 

The Committee, finding him trifle with them 
in this egregious manner, asked him, in ce- 
neral, Whether he had ever been in conterence 
with the Pretender, or had corresponded with 


him, or any of his agents? ‘lo which he an- 


swered in the negative. | 

The Committee next sent for George Kelly ; 
who told them, That, the stlair being soon to 
be brought before your Jordships, he desired to 
be excused from answering any quesiions: So 
that they bad no opportunity of examining him, 
as to the new matters alledzed against him in 
the depositions of Mr. Philip Caryll and others. 

Liuwever, they thought it proper to send for 
the saul Mr. Caryll; and to.ask him, Whether 
be had any thing to add to, or retract from, 
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his former accoants. His depositions being 
read over to him, he expressed bimself very 
angry, and uneasy, at their being made public; 
and told the Committee, He was not disposed 
to answer any farther quesuons, being sorry 
for what he had said already. He likewise 
insinuated, That what be had said, had not 
been taken down exactly as he dictated it; 
and seemed apprehensive, that he was called 
upon to accuse himself of matters that miglit 
be prejudicial to him. But, upon the Commit- 
tee’s telling him that the most effectual way he 
could take, to do himsell service, was to make 
a candid and ingenuous discovery of the whole 
truth, he said, He had already given a candid 
account, and hoped he should not have been a 
sutterer for bis candour. Being asked, Whe- 
ther his depositions had not been read over 
to him before he signed them? He said, They 
were; but that he was in a great’ confusion at 
the time they were taken. Being then re- 
quired by the Committce to read them over 
hinself, and to shew in what particulars they 
vary from his sense and meaning, he grew more 
composed; and having read over the first, 
dated the 27th of March, said, He believed it 
was right enough, In reading over the second, 
dated the 29th of March, he said, It was not 
strictly true, that sir Harry Goring had told 
him what is there related, concerning an invas 
sion, commission, &c.; but that it was true he 
had heard sir Harry Goring say so: That, as 
to lord Lansdown’s being to land im the west, 
he could not be positive; but he thinks sir 
Harry Goring said so. He said it was but 8 
supposition of his own, that the discourse 
which occasioned the bishop of Rochester's 
taking sir Harry Goring Ly the collar re- 
lated to the Pretender’s affairs; but that he 
remembers very @yell sir Harry Goring did 
alhrm, that, on hiveaviig the words, there re 
cited [This is rocking the cradle indeed !), 
the Bishop did take him by the cour; end 
that he, Caryl], did anprcherd the said dis 
course to bave relatiun to the Pretenders 
affairs. He said, [t was about two years ago, 
that, being at sir Tarry Goring’s, he saw a 
letter lay on his scruture, directed, to Mr, 
Hore; and, upon his asking sir Harry whe the 
said letter was for, sir Liarry told him, it was 
writ to duniscli, He seed, That the WOTls 
in his deposiinon, which import, That he, Ca- 
rvll, had reason to belicve Kelly and sir Harry 
Gor.ng were sciuing together a key, at his 
house at North, by wich they mnght cor- 
respond, are too strung; for that he, Caryll, 
did not see any such. key; only it was his suspl- 
ciun and thought, at that time, that they were 
framing such a key. | 

He likewise said, That what relates to 
Boyce, in the said deposition, is rather stronger 
than he meant it; for that Boyce only told him, 
Ife was afraid the servant he, Caryl, bad sent 
to him, to help off, was Sample; alledging this 
reason, That he had observed he was disguised ; 
and that he was afraid he was somewhat hke 
the description given of Sample in the pre- 
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exmaxo. Ail the other particolars of his |{ the same with the other Lawyer, which Caryll 

dessocos he averred to be true; but said, | has explained to mean sir Harry Goring. 

Bc sad authiag farther to add; and that he| The Lords Committees aiso find, in the pa- 

w-cd ratver a thousand times die in Newgate, | pers referred to them, new evidence of Kelly’s 
tha be an evidence. visiting, writing to, and receiving letters from, 

B:rce Leng examined by the Committee, | the bishop of Rochester; as appears by af« 
owned, That sir Harry Goring went to France | fidavits irom the persons who carried Kelly to 
nm hs yacht; and that a servant went over | the bishop’s house, and who alse delivered let- 

sith un, ia a black wig, whom he bad never | ters from him to the bisbop, and brought back 
wen wit ar Harry Goring before. But he | the bishop’s answers. And Mrs. Levett de- 

utter'y ceaed his having cunveyed over any | poses on oath, That Mrs. Barnes has told her, 
peroe seat to him by Mr. Caryll; or bis ; Kelly received in ome day as many letters from 
hamg tadany discourse with Caryll, about | abroad as came to fourteen or fitteen shillings ¢ 
any person's answering the description of ; the directions of which she, Barnes, saw; but 
pat. .. | they were in such odd fictitious names as no 
Tre Committee, having summoned before } one could tind out but Kelly, who had the key: 
tea Wiliam Beasing of Horn Dean, and | That, among those letters, there was one for 
tar¢ read to him his former depositions, find | the bishop of Rochester (as Kelly told ber), 
Ga: pe retracts what be had there deposed on | which he was at that time gone to deliver to 
eas, of Caryi! and sir Harry Goring’s being in | the bishop. And John Malone deposes, That, 
copany, at his Louse, with the person wio | among the letters which he carried from Kelly 
tm tatone hand. He says, such a person | to the post, there were some directed to Waters, 
waar bis house, with two other gentlemen; | the banker, at Pans ; under whose cover it ap- 
les tar be now recollects Caryll and sir | pears that most of the treasonable letters were 
tary Giring were not there at that time. | sent; and the original letter in Kelly’s own 
Be-ag asked, Whether he had received any | hand, stopped at the post-otfice, was enclosed 
euer, or message, since his being in custody, | in a cover so directed. 
via tad belped to set him right in this par- Mrs. Levett farther deposes, That Mrs. 
cuss? he answered in the nezauve. Barnes told her, under secrecy, that the dog 

The Committee ubserve, from the parts of | sent from France was a present from the late‘lord 
M:. Carvil's depositions which he affirmed, that | Mar to the bishup of Rochester's lady; which 
te expucation given to the name of Hure, in | is, in some measure, confirmed by the draught 
te Report of the Committee of the House of ; of the athdavit prepared for Birmingham st - 

oumons, a3 also the decyvhering of that part ; Paris, in which he is desired to swear, That 
@ Aetiy’s letter which mentions Hore’s commis- | lord Mar knew nothing of any such dog; and 
&A, and the conjecture of Goring’s having } though this athdavit does not appear to have 
cred overa new cypherfrom Kellv to France, » been sent over by Kelly directly, yet express 
we very much confirmed. They likewise ob- | mention is made, in the letter to Gordon, that 
eve, iat what is said in Glascock’s letter to ' the said afhdavit is the copy of a nete from the 
Reus, of the 20th (315t) of Octuber, concern- | person concerned, with the substance of what 
ee the arrival of the line French merchant { he thinks requisite. This circumstance of the 
me-ticned by Kelly, and the precauuon they | deg’s having been sent by the late lord Mar, 
191 to use in relation to him, tli some other | which is not expressly alledged in any part of 
tears with whom they may talk of business , the report of the Committee of the House of 
Fore to tLe purpose, has prubably relation to | Commons, is a new confirmation that the letter 
Senpie’s being got safe to France: And the , signed 918, which mentions the sending the 
ater uzned Fra. Philips, which Caryll owns he | dog, is from Mar; and that Musgrave, to whom 
ficaved trom Kelly, not only contirms Kelly’s | the receipt of the dog is acknowledged in two 
rng by fictitious names, but is’a strong ar- | several letters, is Likewise a name denoung 
g-x<at of his being the person that writ the | Mar, agreeably to what is asserted in the said 
“er to 3-nnaville of the 27th of September, | Report. 
aad coasequently the other letters charged upon The Committee find, by two affidavits re- 
Kam the Report: For as, in his letter to | ferred to them, that George Kelly, the 
Cand, be says, I have never heard a syllable | last time be was taken into custody, etiered the 
ra yoar other lawyer (sir Harry Gorinz) since | woman of the house a guld watch, forty guineas 
14 aad [ were with bim, which you will say is | in money, and a note for forty pounds more, 
Prety surprising, and am afraid very detrimen- | to let him escape. 

Gi—So, ia that to Bonnaville (writ within five The Committee have laid the substance of 

v: 4 the other) he says, I have not heard a | these several examinations together, as having 
© 24 irom D. Gainer or G. Roberts since | some reference to George Kelly. 

.G, Sampson went, which has been a great They hikew:se examined Mr. Dennis Kelly ; 
"se, and I may say no small detriment to | whe urterly denied his being advised with, or 
me ot their fnends.” : knowing any thing relating to any conspiracy. 

Tas denuty of expression in two letters, | Several papers, tound in his custody, being 
Ais hear the same ume, appears to be a | shewn to him; he denied his having ever scen 
thee nnmmation that the same person writ | them before, except when some of them were 

bah; and confirms G. Sampson to be | sbewn to him at former examinations. 


~ havingsent any such intimation or advice. 
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They next sent for captain Pancier; aad, 
having ordered jis former depositions to be read 
to him, asked him, whether he had any thing 
to add to, or retract? Hie afhrmed every part 
thereof to be true; and said, he had only this 
fartber particular to add, That having lately 
scen George Kelly, as he was brought down to 
the House of Commons, he recoilects that he 
has often seen him at the gaming-tables with 

.Skeene; and that Skeene and the said Kelly 
were intimately acquainted, a3 he 1s able to 
prove by several witnesses of credit. 

‘Skeene, being called in, and having heard 
Pancier’s depositions read over to him, 
owned, That be was acquainted with Pancier, 
and had been in company with him at 
several of the times and places mentioned 
am the said depositions: That he was taken 
prisoner in the Preston rebellion; but is 
not related to Mar, nor has ever seen Mac- 
kintush since he parted from him at High- 
gate. He owned, he 'had had general dis- 
course with Pancier, relating to a plot; and 
that Pancier had asked him several questions 
about it, to some of which he, Skeene, assented, 
and to others not; but he denied his having 
told Pancier any farther particulars than were 
in the news-papers, or in the current report of 
the town. As, fur instance, when Pancier 
atked hima, where the late duke of Ormonde 
wis? he told him, The news-papers said, be 
was at Corunna. But he positively denied his 
having ever mentioned to Pancier any particu- 
lar persoas as concerned in the conspiracy, or 
any of the particular facts specified in his depo- 
siti ns. 

He farther said, He had reason to believe 
that Pancier had sent to him, since his being in 
custody, to advise him to make his escape ; for 
that one Gerrard Fitzgerald, having been walk- 
ing with Paneier in the Park, came directly 
from thence to him, Skeene, at the messenger’s 
house, and advised him to make his escape ; 
though he owned that Fitzgerald made no men- 
tion of Pancier’s having seut him any such ad- 

. vice. 

Fitzgerald being sent for by the Committee, 
owned, he had been to see Skcene; and find- 
ing nobody at that time in the house but a wo- 
man, told Skeene, it would be an easy matter 
for him to escape; but he cleared Pancier from 
He 
farther said, Tdat Skeene told him, he did 
not know but he might have talked foolishly to 
Pancier, but that, if he had, Pancier was bet a 
single evidence; or to that eflect. 

The Committee Gnd, among the papers re- 
ferred to them, a copy of the orders which Ar- 
nold received from the owners of the ship Phi- 
neas, requiring him to follow the directions of 
Roger Nowcll (Halstead) during the voyage ; 
as also an efflidavit, by which it appears, that 
the said Halstead was to visit the bishop of 
Rochester, and stayed an hour at his house, a 
few days before his setting out for Bilboa, 

They also find avery rewarkable letter, sent 
to one of the secretaries of state by an unknown 
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hand, dated the 12th of February 1721-2, and 
enclused it one dated the Sist of March; 
which first appears to be the letter referred to 
in one of Neynoe’s examinations, as drawn up 
by Kelly and himself, and brought back to him 
corrected, as he believed, by the bishop of 
Rochester. 

They hkewise find a paper, taken in lord 
North and Grey’s study at Catlige, which con- 
tains several very extraordinary reasonings om 
the nature of oaths; tending to prove, that the 
oaths to the present governinent are not obli- 
gatory; and that though the taking such oaths 
is_in itself unlawful and a grievous sin, as being 
Inconsistent with prior oaths or obligations ; 
yet neither the taking nor breaking them can, 
in strictness, fall under the denomination of 
perjury. 

This is the substance of what the Committee 
have been able to collect, from a careful pera- 
sal of the papers referred to them, and a long 
examination of several of the persons concern- 
ed ; in some of whose power, they have reason 
to believe, it was to have made ample disco- 
veries, if they had been disposed to speak the 
truth, 

And thouch the Lords Committees cannot 
reflect without pity and compassion on’ the 
misguided zeal and wretched infatuation of 
those men, who rather choose to expose them- 
selves to the greatest dangers, than to discover 
the authors or accomplices of their treasons ; 
thereby declaring to the world, that the leagues 
and confederacies of private villany are dearer 
and more sacred to them than the strongest 
ties and obligations of society; yet the Com- 
mittee make no doubt but the matters contain- 
ed in the Report referred to them, and corro- 
borated by the result of their present inquiry, 
will appaar to your lordships so clearly made 
out, that&he conspirators, sooner or later, will 
have leisure to repent of the rash and impious 
choice they have made, of being rather true to 
oue another, than to God, their consciences, 
und their country. 


The above Report being read by the Clerk, 
was ordered to be taken into consideration to- 
morrow. 


The Thanks of the House giver to the Lords 
Committees.] April 24. The House took into 
consideration the said Report, and it was re- 
solved, “ That this House is fully satished and 
convinced, that a detestable and wicked Con- 
spiracy has been fermed and carried on, for 
soliciting a foreign force to invade these king- 
doms, for raising a rebellion, and inciting insure 
rections in London, and divers other parts of 
Great Britain, and even for laying violent: 
hands on the sacred person of his Majesty, and 
on his royal highness the Prince of Wales, in 
order to destroy our religion and happy con- 
stitution, by placing a Popish Pretender on the 
throne.”. : 3 


After this it was ordered, That the Thanks 
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of this House be given, by the Lord Chancel- 
lor, to the said Lords Committees, for their 


having discharged the trust in them reposed, 
with great exactness, care, fidelity and candor. 


The Lord Chancellor's Speech on that occa- 
tion.] Thereapon the Lord Chancellor ad- 
dresnng himself to the Lords of the said Com- 
mittee, arethem the thanks of the House in 
the following words : 


“My Lords who were of the Committee, 

“lam commanded by the House to give 

your lordships the thanks of this House, by 

your having discharged the trust reposed in 

you, mita preat exactness, care, fidelity and 
ur. 

“ My Lords ; 2 

“The trast was as great as ever was reposed 
bythis House in any of its members. The 
sahect matter of your inquiry, a Conspiracy 

¢ most danzerous as well as detestable, biy 
with miscbiefs of all kinds, and destructive of 
every thing that is valuable amongst us ; carried 
on and managed in a new devised method, with 
te utmost cunning as well as wickedness, and 
covered with all the disguises the most artful 
dexterity could contrive; and which theretore 
required the greatest penetration and skill to 

Yyopen. And the papers, some of them of 
sucha nature, that it was thought fit to refer 
them to yourlordships, locked up as they were, 
without reading them in the House. 

“ My Lords ; 

“Your lordships have fully answered the 
expectations the House entertained, when 
Gey pitched upon you for this trust. 
_“ Your application in going through so many 
papers of affected and studied obscurity ; your 
Cadour and exactness in examining the per- 
“ns concerned or any way capable of giving 
aly. satisfaction, and in representing what they 
sad; the accuraey and judgment of your re- 
Barks; the light you have so happily given to 
everal passages iu the Report of the Committee 
ofthe Commons, which though in themselves 
just, were yct liable to cavils, by such as were 

htohave the truth found out, give, I dare 
'4y,a sensible pleasure to every lord here, that 
asheard your Report read, and finds himself 
thereby enabled tu forma judgment with so 
fanre satisfaction to himself,. concerning this 
abominable work of darkness, which the actors 

Ye endeavoured to surround with impeuetra- 

obscurity. 

“This noble pleasure, of secing the truth, 
hotwithstanding so many contrivances to hide 
'yand of being thereby enabled to come to 
_-Mebt resolutions in amatter of such importance, 
“5 very naturally and agreeably broke out 
‘nt 60 unanimous a resolution of returning the 

uks of this House to your lordships, to whom 

y%o mach owe it. And in obedience to 
their commands, I do, with particular pleasure, 
EMt your lordships the thanks of this House, 
re Your having discharged the trust in your lord- 
, ‘Mreposed, with great exactness, care, fide- 
ity, and candour.” 

3 
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Proceedings in the Lords on the Bill against 
Plunket.| April 26. Mr. Plunket was brought 
to the bar of the House of Lords, where he 
had the assistance of a solicitor only, and eb- 
jected to the second reading of the bill, ¢ For in- 
flicting pains and penalties onhim,’ in thatHouse, 
alledging, that he had never been heard against 
the said Bill in the House of Commons; but 
this objection was overruled, and the Lord 
Chancellor acquainted bim, this was, not the 
proper time to object to the bill. . 

Then Mr. Reeves and Mr. Werge, were 
heard for the bill who opened the Evidence, 
and produced extracts of several original letters 
from abroad relating to the conspiracy, to 
ate the first part of the preamble of the 

ill. | 

Hereupon Mr. Plunket said, “ That if this 
bill affected none but himself, he. would. be 
unconcerned about it, and give their lordships 
no trouble, well knowing he was too inconsi« 
derable to merit the attention of so noble an 
assembly, and being besides advanced in years, 
he little cared whether he was to pass the re- 
mainder of his days in the wide world, orina 
prison: but that he opposed this bill for the 
good of the whole nation, whose liberties and 
properties would become precarious, if such an 
unprecedented bill, unsupported by any legal 
proof, should pass into a law: and as the peers 
of the realm were no less concerned than the 
commoners in this extraordinary proceeding, 
he duubted not but their lordships would, with 
their usual wisdom and equity, maturely weigh 
the ill consequences of it; and in the first 
place, he beyged their Jordships to consider, 
whether extracts of intercepted letters, some of 
them from anonymous and unknown persons, * 
should be admitted to be read as evidence.” =~ 

Mr. Plunket, and the counse] for the bill 
being withdrawn, the lord Townshend opened 
the debate, and endeavoured to justify the 
Commons, proceeding -in this extraordinary 
manner, and to shew that the conspiracy in | 
general, and Plunket’s share in it, in particular, 
were made out by as strong and as convincing 
proofs, as could be expected in a case of this 
nature, where the conspirators hid used all 
sort of art and industry to conceal the true 
names of the persons concerned, in order to 
avoid the danger of legal conviction. His 
lordship was supported by the duke of Argyle, 
the earls of Peterborough and Coningsby, and 
lord Cartcret; who were answered by the earls 
Cowper, Strafford, and Anglesea, and the lords 
Bathurst, Bingley, Trevor,and Lechmere; and 
after adebate that lasted ull about three ia the 
afternoon, it was moved, “ That the opinion of 
the judges be asked, whether extracts out of 
letters written by the King’s Ministers abroad, 
and others, to the Secretaries of State here, 
attested by the Secretary of State, and exa- 
mined by the Lords of the Committee, and 
found to agree with the originals, (which ort 
ginals are yet extant, and remain in the hands 
of the Secretaries of State, but contain particue 
lars which it is not cousisteut wh the safety 
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of the public to divalge, as hath been affirmed 
to this Hfouse by the two Secretaries of State ;) 
and which the lords committees offered to be 
roduced, to prove the first part of the pream- 
le of the bill; which recites adetestable con- 
spiracy for the purpuses in the bill, could be 
allowed to be read as evidence in the courts 
below, in any prosecution against Plunket.’ 

And a question being stated thereupon and 
put, it was resolved in the negative; upon 
which the following lords entered their dissent, 
viz. Cardigan, Anglesea, Guiliurd, Scarsdale, 
Bruce, Craven, Aylesford, Gower, Lechmere, 
Uxbridge, Poulett, Litchheid, Fr, Cestriens’, 
Brouk, Exeter, Berkeley de Stratton, Bathurst, 
Foley, Compton, Westoa, Willoughby de Broke, 
Dartmouth, Masham. 

Then a motion was made and the question 

ut, Whether the said extracts should be read 
in proof of the allegations of the preamble of 
the said Bill? And it being resolved in the af- 
firmative by a majority of 91 voices against 
£9, several lords entered their dissent, viz. 
Straffurd, Scarsdale, Craven, Aylesford, Bruce, 
Cardigan, Uxbridge, Poulctt, Lecymere, Fr. 
Cestriens’, Berkeley de Stratton, Bathurst, 
Anglesev, Litchfield, Folev, Guilford, Weston, 
Gower, Compton, Brook, Masham, Dartmouth, 
Willoughby de Broke, Exeter. 

Then Mr. Plunket and the counsel being 
called in, the latter proceeded to prove the 
Conspiracy, in general; and for that purpose, 
caused several Jetiers, and extracts dut of 
letters received from abroad, to be read. In 
the next place they offered to read Neynoe’s 
examinations and confessions befare a Com- 
mittee of the lurds of the privy council, but 
Piuncet opposed the reading of them, urging, 
that the examinations of a dead man, neither 
signed nor sworn to by him, could not aifect 
hin, and therefere ought not to be admitted 
to be read as evidence. The earl Cowper 
thereupon desired that the House might be in- 
formed what nature those examinations were 
of? And whether they were signed, and taken 
upon oath ? To this last: question the lord vis- 
count Townshend answered in the negative, 
and then gave the House the reasons of that 
omission, aud an account of the said Exami- 
nations, viz. That Neynoe being, at first, 
free and willing to confess what he knew of 
the conspiracy to thelords of the council, they 
ouly touk the minutes of what he said in three 


different papers, which were each of them. 


read twice to him, who owned every article of 
them to be true;. That afterwards he, (the 
lord Townshend) delivered those three papers 
to Mr. Dela Faye, in order to his digesting 
them into one, which accordingly he did; That 
they designed to get this paper sigued and 
sworn to by Neynus, but that, in the mean 
time whether upon the dread of being sent to 
Newgate, anless he turned evidence, he en- 
deavoured to maxe his escape, and was 
drowned. 

Plunket still insisting, that the said exami- 
nation ought not tu be admitted as evideuce, 
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and desiring their lordships’ judgment there. 
upon, he and the counsel were ordered to 
withdraw ; and then it was proposed, that the 
examination of Philip Neynoe, since dead, be 
read in proof of the conspiracy in general? A 
question Leing stated thereupon, it was moved 
to add these words, viz. But not taken upon 
oath, nor signed by him. After a debate, the 
quest:on being put, whether these words should 
be made part of the question? It was resolved 
inthe negative, by 87 against 29. ‘Then the 
question was put, Whether the examination of 
Phip Neynoe, siuce dead, should be read in 
proof of the conspiracy in general? Which, 
after a debate, that lasted ull near seven in 
the evening, was carried in the affirmative ; 
and thereupon the fullowing lords entered their 
dissent, viz. Scarsdale, Gower, Anglesea, Car- 
dizan, Strafford, Dartmouth, Aylesford, Brook, 
Foley, Bruce, Willoughby de Broke, Exeter, 
Litchfield, Weston, Poulett, Compton, Masham, 
Fran. Cestriens’, Uxbridge, Craven. 

Then the counsel for the Bull produced seve- 
ral evidences which were examined, and also 
copies of three letters stopt at the post-office. 
Then several witnesses were examined against 
the Bill; and Plunket and his solicitor were 
heard ; which having lasted tll eleven at night, 
the Lords adjourned to the next morning. 


Plunket’s Defence.}_ April 27. The coun- 
sel for the Bill proceeded in their Evidence, 
aod having summed it up, Mr. Plunket made 
some observations thereupon, and begged leave 
to send for some witnesses, who were 1n prison 
for debt. His request was granted, and then 
the House adjourned during pleasure. Being 
about an hour after resumed, Mr. Plunket pro- 
duced several witnesses, in order, principally, 
to invalidate the testimony of Matthew Plun- 
ket, a serjeant of invalids at Plymouth, whose 
depositions bore hardest against bim. Mr. 
Plunket produced also a graver in order to 
prove, That a man’s hand-writing might be sb 
nicely and perfectly Sounterteited: as that not 
only others, but even himself, might be deceived 
by it, and not distinguish it from the true and 
genuine hand: Hereby he endeavoured to dis- 
credit and weaken the testimony of Mr. Ra- 
dick, a German, formerly an under-secretary 
to count Gallas, who having been employed 
by Mr. Plunket in translating into German 
some letters which the said Plunket pretended 
to have intercepted at count Bothmar’s, was 
pertectly acquaiuted with his hand, and there- 
upon deposed that Plunket’s intercepted letter, 
of the 23rd of July, 1722, signed Jo. Rogers, 
was his hand-writing. The prisoner said litle , 
in his own defence, but complained, That while 
the Bill was depending in the House of Com- 
mons, he had no time to make his defence 
there. When he had done speaking, the coun- 
sel for the Bill answered all his objections, 29 
endeavoured to shew them to be frivolous and 
ill-grounded. They said, they would produce 
witnesses of undoubted credit to support Mat: » 
thew Plunket’s reputation and evidence; That 
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as to the counterfeiting a man’s hand-writing, 
they did not deny the possibility of it, but that 
it did not from thence follow, that it had been 
done in the present case ; That it was, at least, 
incumbent on the prisoner to prove the fact, 
which he had been so far from attempting to 
do, thaton the contrary, while he was in cus- 
tody, he had been extremé cautious to write 
any thing, for fear of furnishing the government 
with proos against himself; That when the 
serjeantat arms attending the House of Com- 
mons, did, by their order, deliver tohim acopy 
of the Bill against him, he, at the same time, 
caused pen, ink, and paper to be brought to 
him, Jetting him know, that he might apply 
ether by petition to the House, or by letter to 
the Speaker, for counsel to assist him in his de- 
fence, but that he declined making use of the 
liberty allowed him to write, and even refused 
twang a letter which captain Laroon, who 
guarded him at sigit, had offered to write for 
lum; so that it was his own fault he did not 
make his defence before the Commons. All 
ths was confirmed upon oath by captain La- 
roon, who gave the Lords a full account of the 
pnsoner’s behaviour during his confinement ; 
and it is remarkable, that Plunket having en- 
deavoured to puzzle the captain by some cross 
questions, he betrayed himself, owning, That 
the reason why he would not write any thing, 
was, because he had been told, that the govern- 
meat had several letters of his that were not 
yet pnnted, which they might compare with 
bis hand-writing. The King’s counsel produced 
several other witnesses to support their allega- 
tions, and having made an end of their evi- 
dence, they were ordered to withdraw. Then 
their lordships examined the prisoner for about 
&@ quarter of an hour; which done, in a Grand 
Committee, they went through the Bill to 
punish him; amd put off the third reading of it 
to the 29th, 


_ The Bill against Plunket passed.|_ | Accord- 
inzly on that day, the said Bill was read the 
third time, and, alter debate, the question be- 
ing put, whether the said Bill should pass, it 
was carried in the atfirmative, by 87 voices 
acainst 34. 


Protest against passing it.] 

“ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because bills of this nature, as we con- 
Cee, ought not to pass but in case of evident 
hecessty, when the preservation of the state 
plainly requires it ; which we take to be very 
far from the present case, the conspiracy hav- 
lag been detected so long since, and the per- 
*0 accused seeming to us very inconsiderable 
nail respects, and who, from the many gross 
vatruths, it now appears, he bas wrote to his 
“respondents abroad, must appear to have 
an af impostor and deceiver even to his own 

J. 

*. “Proceedings of this kind, tending to 
Convict and punish, are in their nature, though 
stig form, judicial; and do let the Commons, 

into an equal share with the Lords in 
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judicature; which the Lords ought to be very 
jealous of doing, since the power of judicature 
is the greatest distinguishing power the Lords 
have; and there will be little reason to hope, 
that if bills of this nature are given way to by 
the Lords, the Commons will ever bring up 
impeachments, or make themselves accusers 
only, when they can act as judges. ‘ 

3. ‘* This Ball, in our opinion, differs mate- 
rially from the precedents cited for it; as to 
the case of sir John Fenwick, it is plain, by the 
poems of that bill, that the ground most re- 
ied on tg justify proceeding against him in that 
manner was, that there had been two legal 
witnesses proving the bigh treason against him, 
that a bill was found against him on their evi- 
dence, and several times appointed him for a 
legal trial thereen, in the ordinary course, 
which he procured to be lee off, by undertak- 
ing to discover, till one of the evidences with- 
drew; so that it was solely his fault, that he 
had not a legal trial by jury ; all which cir- 
cumstances not being in the present case, we 
take it, they are not at all to be compared to | 
one another. 

4. * Asto the acts which passed to detain 
Counter and others concerned in the conspi- 
racy to assassinate the late king William, of 
glorious memory, we conceive, those acts were 
not, 1n their nature, bills of attainder, as this is, 
but purely to enable the crown to keep them in 
prison, notwithstanding the laws of liberty ; 
whereas this is a Lill to inflict pains and penal- 
ties, and does import a conviction and sentence 
on the prisoner, not only to lose his liberty, but 
also his lands and tenements, goods and chat- 
tels, of which he having none, as we believe, 
we cannot apprehend why it was inserted, and 
this bil not drawn on the plan of Counter’s, 
&c. unless it was to make a precedent for such 
forfeitures in cases of bills which may hereafter 
be brought to convict persons, who have great 
estates, upon evidence which does not come up 
to what the law in being requires. : 

5. “ If there be a detect of legal evidence to 
prove this man guilty of high treason, such de- 
fect always was; and we think if bills of this 
nature, brought to supply original defects in 
evidence, do receive countenance, they may 
become familiar, and then many an innocent 
person may be reached by them, since it is 
nard to distinguish, whether that defect pro- 
ceeds from the cunning and artifice or from the 
innocence of the party. 

6. This proceeding by bill does not only, 
in our opinions, tend to lay aside the judicial 
power of the Lords, but even the use of juries; 
which distinguishes this nation from all its 
neighbours, and is of the highest value to all 
who rightly understand the security and other 
benefits arising from it; and whatever tends to 
alter or weaken that great privilege, we think, 
is an alteration of cur constitution for the. 
worse, though it be done by act of parliament, 
and if it may be supposed that any of our fun- 
damental laws were set aside by act of parlia- 
ment, the nation we appreheud would not be 
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at all the more comforted from that cousidera- 
tion that the Parliament did it. 

7. “ It is the essence of natural justice, as 
we think, but it is most surely the law of the 
realm, that no person should be tried more than 
once for the same crime, or twice put in peril 
of losing his life, liberty or estate ; and though 
we acquiesce in the opiniou of all the judges, 
that af this bill should pass into a law, Plunket 
cannot be again prosecuted for the crines con- 
tained in the preamble of the bill, yet it is cer- 
tain, that if a bill of this kind should happen to 
be rejected by either House of Parliament, or 
by the King, the person accused might be at- 
tacked again and again, io jike manner, ia any 
subsequent session of Parhament, or indicted 
for the same offence, notwitlstanding that 
either House of Parliament should have found 
him innocent, and not passed the biil for that 
reason; and we conceive it avcry great excep- 
tion to this course of proceeding, that a subject 
may be condemned aud punislicd, but not ac- 
quitted by it. 

8. “ We think it appears in all our bistory, 
that the passing bills of attainder, as this, we. 
think, in its nature is {except as before is said, 
in cases of absolute and clear necessity) have 
proved so many blemishes to the reigns in 
which they passed; and therefore we thought 
it our duty ip time, and before the passing this 
bill, as a precedent, to give our advice and 
votes against the passing it, being very unwill- 
ing that any thing should pass which, in our 
opinions, would iv the least derogate from the 
glory of this reign. 

9. ‘“* We apprehend it to be more for the in- 
terest and security of bis Majesty’s govern- 
ment, that bills of this nature should not pass 
_ than that they should; since persons who think 
at all cannot but observe, that in this case some 
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brought from the Tower, to the bar of the 
House of Lords, to make his derence againey 
the Bul, ‘ To inflict pains and penaltics upon 
‘him,’ with the assistauce of the council whe 
had been assigned him, to wit, sir Constantine 
Phips and counsellor Pratt. After the second 
reading of the bill, Mr. Reeves and Mr. Werge 
were heard to it, who opened the nature of 
the evidence they had to produce, to prove the 
conspiracy in general, and the prisoner’s part 
in it, in particular Mr. Kelly’s council raised 
several objections to both, and, in a special 
manner, strenuously opposed the reading Ney- 
noe’s examination, urging, that as it was neither 
taken upon oaih, nor signed by him, it ought 
not to be admitted as evidence: But as this 
objection had already been in Plunket’s, so wag 
it easily over-ruled in the present case. 
Hercupon several informations of Philip 
Neynoe were read, importing in substance, 
That George Kelly, who often went by the name 
of Johnson, trequently told him, that the bishop 
of Rochester held correspondence with the 
Pretender and his agents; That he (Kelly) was 
employed by the bishop in writing for hin, and 
carrying on the said correspondcnce; That the 
Pretender relied more on the advices from the 
bishop, than from any other person; That 
the bishop went sometimes by the name of 
Jones, sumetines by that of Illington; That 
he had seen several cyphers in Kelly’s hands, 
one in figures, another of fictitious names, for 
carrying ou the correspondence with the Pre- 
tender’s agents; That the informant (Neynoe) 
had been employed tu draw up three several 
meniorials to the revent of France, to solicit 
him to send forces to the assistance of ihe con- 
spirators; the last of which was in December, - 
1721, and contained a demand of 5,000 men 
to be sent to invade these kingdoms; and that 


the heads of these memorials were given hum by ¢ 
Kelly, and one who went by the name of , 
Watson, whum he took to be the late earl 
Manishal; That in March following, Kelly : 
brought him (Neynoe) the heads of a letter, to 4 
be drawn up with a design of its being inter- } 
cepted by the government, in order to amuse y 
them into a false security; That he drew the 
said letter in a paper writ column ways, and | 
that it was brought back to hiw:, corrected, aS 
he believed, by the bishop of Rochester; That + 
Neynoe farther added, That Kelly assered , 
him, the bishop got notice of his being tobe , 
taken up, some days before it happened ; and 
that this netice was given the bishop by one of | 
the Lords of the Council. j 

The Council for the Bill urged, That they © 
had evidence to produce to prove, That Neynoe 
was intimately acquainted with Kelly, aed’ | 
thereby had an apportunity of being informed | 
by him; That the bishop of Rochester was 
also acquainted with Kelly, invited him to dine 
with him, and sent to inquire after his health; 
and that the several particulars contained 10 
Neynoe’s information, were corroborated 
supported, in every material circumstauce, 
several concurrent proofs: To which purpom 
several witnesses were examined. 


things have been received as evidence, which 
would not have been received in any court of 
judicature; that precedents of this kind are 
naturally growing (as, we think, this goes be- 
ond any other which has happened since the 
volution) and if from such like observations 
they shall infer, as we cannot but do, that the 
lioerty and property of the subject becomes, by 
such examples, in any degree more precarious 
than they were before, it may cnuse an abate- 
ment of zeal for a government founded on the 
Revolution, which cannot, as we think, be com- 
pensated by any of the good eonsequences 
Which are hoped for by those who approve this 
bill.—.(Signed,) Scarsdale, Willoughby de 
Broke, Poulett, Cowper, Bathurst, 
Gower, Anglesea, Guilford, Osborne, 
Trevor, Oxford and Mortimer, Weston, 
Hay, Masham, Brooke, Compton, Fran. 
Cestriens’, Montjoy, Uxbridge, Bingley, 
Exeter, Strafford, Craven, Foley, Berke- 
-Jeg de Stratton, Aylesford, Bruce, 
Litchfield, Dartmouth, Ashburnham, 
Lechmere, Cardigan.” 


Proceedings in the Lords om the Bill against 
Kelly.) April 30. Mr. George Kelly was 
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Thea the Counsel for the Bill offered to 
produce the intercepted letter from Mr. Kelly 
to Mr. Gordon, junior, banker at Bologne, 
dated April 20, 1722, with a packet inclosed, 
consisting of three letters, one to Chivers (gen. 
Dillon) signed T. Jones, another to Musgrave 
(earl of Marr) signed T. Illington, and a third 
to Mr. Jackson (the Pretender) signed 1378, 
dated Apnl 20, part of each of them writ in 
cypher, and which appeared by the matter to 
be from the same person; and the letters to 
Mugnreand Jackson, being irtclosed in that 
toChiens, sere supposed to have been dictated 
to Kelly bythe bishop of Rochester. Bur the 
couse for the prisoner strongly opposed the 
readme those letters as evidence, and several 
peers, particularly the lord Bingley, took erent 
paus in examining the decypherers, Mr. Willes 
and Mr. Corbiere, as to the rules and certainty 
of their act, They both averred, That they 
had decyphered the letters in question, at a 
great distance one from the other, and without 
Ueir communicating their keys to each other, 
or having any key communicated to them; and 
that the roles they went by were almost as 
certain and infallible as any used in matherma- 
bal demunstrations. But having, at the same 
ume, owned, That in their several explications 
of what was writ in cypher, there had happened 
some small variations, such as the word ‘ care,’ 
wd ‘to provide,’ in the one, and ‘ concern,’ and 
‘to procure” in the other; a debate arose upon 
the question, whether ‘copies of letters inter- 
cepted at the post office, and decyphered, 

thould be read as evidence: The same being 
Camed in the affirmative, the council for the 
Bui proceeded in their evidence till about nine 
in the evening, when the House adjourned. 
May. The House being met, and Mr. 
Kelly brought to the bar, the counsel for the 
examined several other witnesses, and then 
mamed up their evidence, which lasted till 
toot four in the afternoon. After this sir 

Ostantine Phips and counsellor Pratt made 

eecha long pleading in their client’s defence, 
and, in particular, shewed the danger of such 
al unprecedented way of proceeding, without 
fal aad legal proofs, in cases, where the lives, 
and properties of the subject, were 
Concerned: After which they examined wit- 
besses, to invalidate the evidence given for the 
ll, and in particular Neynoe’s informations. 
Among the rest, Mr. Bingley, who was taken 
Spat Deal with Neynoe, deposed, That Ney- 
boe had several times owned to him, That in 
to hamour. those in power, and to get 
Money from them, he had told them several 
‘tones of @ pretended conspiracy; That by 
this means, he got three or four hundred pounds 
from Mr. Walpole. And, that among other 
dradgeries which Mr. Walpole required him to 

y he prevailed with him to convey into one 
of Mr. Kelly’s drawers a list of names of per- 

ie concerned in the Conspiracy; that the said 
henaeht be seized, when Kelly was appre- 
nded. ‘This being a charge of a very heinous 


Ratureupon a person of so distinguished a cha- 
Vo. Vill, : 
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racter, it was thought proper, that Mr. Wafpole 
should have an opportunity to clear himself; 
upon which that aftr was farther adjourned to 
the next morning. 7 

May 2. The Commons, upon a message from, 
the Lords, having given leave that Mr. Wak 
pole might attend their lordships’ House, to be 
examined as a witness, Mr. Walpole, upon 
oath, gave their lordships a full account of the 
whole matter: He said, That on Saturday the 
28th of July 1722, he received a letter sub- 
scribed S. T. intimating, that if the person who 
wrote it received encouragement, he would | 
make considerable discoveries, and if an ad- 
vertisement acknowledging the receipt of this 
letter, and complying with the proposal, were 
mserted in the gazette, the writer would wait 
upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer, by 
the name of Walton. That it bemg then too 
late to have an advertisement inserted in that 
dav’s gazette, the sime was deterred till Tues- 
day the last day of July. That the next day, 
Neynoe, according to his promise, waited upor 
lum, Mr. Walpole, who finding him at firse 
very willing and free to tell all he knew of the 
conspiracy, and to explain gone fictitious 
names, made use of in the letters intercepted 
by the government, unknown to the said 
Neynoe, this deponent, (Mr. Walpole.) gave 
him, as an encuuragement, first the sun of 
200l. by the king’s order, and afterwards, 1501. 
at three several times. ‘Tu corroborate this 
deposition, Neynoe’s letter, of the 28th of 
July, 1722, and the advertisement inserted in 
the London gazette, in conformity, thereto, 
were produced, which fully destroyed Bingley’s 
evidence: For as Kelly was taken up about the 
middle of May, and Mr. Welpole never saw 
Neynoe till the beginning of August, it was 
impossible for the Jace to tamper with Ney- 
noe to convey the list of the names in question, 
into one of Mr. Kelly’s drawers, when he should 
be apprehended. . 


Motion to resolce, That certain Letters were 
not dictated by the Bishop of Rochester to 
Kelly.| This point being over, the counsel for 
the prisoner desired, That they might be at 
liberty to proceed to examine witnesses to 
prove, by several circumstances, That the 
letters dated 20th April, 1722, given in evi- 
dence for the bill, were not dictated by the 
bishop of Rochester to the prisoner George 
Kelly ; but a motion being made tor complying 
with that desire, the same occasioned a very 
warm and long debate; and the question being 
put thereupon, it was carried in the negative by 
82 voices against 47. 


Protest on its passing in the Negative.} 
“ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because it was insisted on by the pri- 
soner’s counsel, that the proof desired was 
necessary to his defence, and if allowed to be 
made would contribute to satisfy the House of 
the prisoner's innocence of the crimes charged 
on him by the bill; for which reason alone, if 
there was no other, we think the witnesses 


/ 


\ 
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ought to have been examined, it being, in our 
opinions, against the constant course and rules 
of justice, in criminal proceedings of all kinds, 
tu preclude the prisoner’s defence by refusing 
to hear his witnesses, if they are legal and com- 
tent, and in derogation of the honour and 
justice of the House, on this occasion, to an- 
ticipate the judgment of the House in the least 
circumstance which the prisoner or his counsel 
insist on to be material to bis defence, and 
which may, if proved, be of weight in the con- 
sidcration and judgment of the Louse. 

2. “It appears to us to tend directly to 
prove the guilt or innocence of the prisoner, to 
discover, whether the bishop of Rochester did 
dictate to the prisoner the letters mentioned in 
the question; because it was declared tu the 
House by the counsel for the bill, 1n opening 
the charge against the prisoner, that the let- 
ters, though wrote by the prisoner, were dic- 
tated to him by a greater person; and although 
the counsel for the bill whea called upon did 
not think fit to name that greater person, yet 
it being suggested in the Report of the House 
of Commons, communicated to this House, and 
it being universally supposed hitherto, that the 
bishop of Rochester did dictate the said letters 
to the prisoner, it became, in our opinions, in- 
cumbent on the prisoner to give the House 
what satistaction he could in that particular, 
the same being made a circumstance and part 
ofthe accusation against him, and if falsified, 
or rendered incredible, might influence the 
judgment of the House in other circumstances. 

$. “ Because the declaration of Philip Ney- 
noe deceased, though not signed or sworn by 
bin, hath been allowed by the House to be 
read and given in evidence, in proof of the 
ees facts charged on the prisoner in the 

ill ; in which declaration the prisoner is ex- 
presly charged by the said Neynoe to have fre- 
aed told him, that the bishop of Rochester 

eld correspondence with the Pretender and 
the Pretender’s agents, and that the prisoner 
was employed by the bishop in writing for 
him, and carrying on the said correspondences, 
end that he had several times left Mr. Kelly at 
the bishop’s door, when Mr. Kelly went into 
the bishop’s house and stayed there an hour or 
two, and upon coming back to him that the 
prisoner made apologies for staying so long, 
and told him he had been writing the bishop's 
Jetters, which he always apprehended to be 
the foreign correspondence of the bishop with 
the Pretender’s agents; for which reason also, 
we conceive, the proof desired ought to have 
been received, because it may be thought a 
denial of justice, by this House, to the prisoner, 
aot to permit him to answer, even by legal evi- 
dence, the particular and direct evuence, 
which the House hath allowed to be given 
against him. 

4. “ Although the prisoner may be guilty of a 
treasonable currespondence, if he wrote the 
letters mentioned in the question, and the same 
were not dictated to him by any person what- 
soever, yet the facta charged in the bill, having 
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been endeavoured ta be proved, not by direct 
proof of the facts themselves, but by oircum- 
stances; in our opiuions, the prisoner's de- 
fence must be applied to answer the several 
circumstances; and it is, as we conceive, 
equally unjust todeny him the liberty of falsi- 
fying that circumstance of his writing the let- 
ters, being dictated to biin by the bishop, as it 
would be, to refuse to allow him to prove, that 
the said: letters were not, or could not be 
wrote, or seut to the persons to whom they are 
suggested or akarged to have been wrote or 
sent, or, to refuse him to prove by circume 
stances, that the prisuner hiunself did not or 
could not write the same, at the. particular 
times ard places the same are suggested to be 
so wrote or sent by him, or to deny him liberty 
to falsify, by circuinstances, any ether circum- 
stance relating to the supposed treasonable 
correspondence charged on him by the bill. 

5. The council tor the bill having alledged, 
as one reason against the examinations desired, 
that they were not prepared to answer that 
evidence, might have becn a ground for the 
House to have allowed them a reasonable time 
for such preparation; but in our opinions that 
‘consideration ought not to weigh against the 
prisoner’s giving the evidence to the House 
which he was prepared to give, especially since 
it was alledged, that the examinations, now dee 
sired, were desired on the prisoner's part to 
have beeu made at the bar of the House of 
Commons, and thereby so long ago publicly 
notified by the prisoner. 

6. “ Because the refusal of the proof of any 
circumstance of the prisoner’s defence, if such 
refusal be not just, must in its consequence 
aficct the justice of the whole proceeding 
agalust the prisoner, because it deprives the 
House of the liberty of forming a judgment 
upon the whole case, and tends, so far as that 
purticular goes, to subject this proceeding 
against the prisoner to the objection of partia- 
lity, which is most highly dishonourable to this 
House, especially considering the latitude which 
hath been allowed in other parts of the examl- 
nation on this occasion ——( Signed.) Gower, 

Guilford, Strafford, Litchfield, Cowper, 
Trevor, Osborne, Montjoy, Poulett, 
Craven, Compton, Bruce, Lechmere, 
Middleton, Leigh, Tadcaster, Bathurst, 
Pomfret, Northampton, Berkeley de 
Stratton, Denbigh, Scarsdale, Stawell, 
Anglesea, Cardigan, Fran. Cestrien3s 
Dartmouth, Weston, Wharton, Arun- 
dell, Masham, Foley, Willoughby 

Broke, Brook, Bingley, Ashburnham, 
per eat Exeter, Salisbury, Hay, Ay les 

rd. 


Kelly’s Defence at the Bar of the House 
Mr. Kelly's counsel having made some farthe 
observations un the evidence given for the Dl, 
and summed up their own evidence: 


Mr. Kelly spoke in his own Defence a8 fok 


lows; 


HS) 
My Lords ; 
Since my council heave so fully answered 
ewry article alledged against me, it may seem 
sonecesary to take up your lordships’ tihe, by 
aya any thing for myself. And, indeed, it 
would be so, if my charge were ordinary or 
particular, e 


Bu, my Lords, I have been represented as a 


person doably guilty ; first, in transacting trea- 
200 for myself: and, secondly, in doing it for 
other people. 

These are crimes of the most heinous natare ; 
aod ifthey were as clearly proved, as they have 
been strongly asserted, I should justly merit 
your lordstips’ highest displeasure, and all the 
puss and penalties that you could possibly in- 
fict epon me. 

And since my charge is so very extraordina- 
ty: since these proceedings seem to be without 
any precedent; and, that the innocence of 
other persons calls upon me for public justice ; 
I beheve your lordships will easily allow, that 
lo be silent in such a case, would be truly cri- 
tnal, and but too jastly censured. 

To enter into all the particulars of mz accu- 
sation, would, T fear, ake up more time than is 

for me to ask, or for your lordships 
toallow: and though the many inconsistencies, 
contradictions, and false conclusions which ap- 
pear in almost every page of the printed Re- 
ports, plainly shew the weakness, absurdity, 
and sophistry of them ; however, I shall only 

; leave to touch apon those material parts, 
sa relate to myself, and my defence to 


And the first Article which I find myself 
charged with, is, the employing of one Neynoe 
te drnw up three memorials to the Regent of 
France, to solicit foreign forces to invade this 
kingdom. 

And for preof of this, the examinations of the 
tame person, which are neither apon oath, nor 
© much as signed by him (and whom the Com- 
mittee of the honourable House of Commons 

ve represented as a very infamous felluw) 
tre the only evidence assigned against me. 
Bars my Lords, is the crime! and, This the 


And though the bare mentioning of it, might 
be t to convince your lordships of its 
weakness; however, since so great a weight 
bas been laid upon this kind of evidence in ano- 
ther place, it will be necessary to be a litle 
more particular about it. 

The two first of these Memorials (viz. Those 

band after the South-Sea Scheme) are 
ert a mentioned : but the one pretended 
te drawn up in December 1721, (and con- 


tuning a demand of 5000 men) and a Letter : 


tad to be written the March after (to atnuse 

: fovernment into a false security) are the 
thee! things upon which any stress is laid. 

Aud, how false both t allegations are, 
be, I don't doubt, evidently appeared to your 
berdahis, For, ‘ 

— my accuser been really employed to 
tp aay such memormis, it is reasonable 
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to believe, that be.would have kept copies of 
some, ad especialy of the fast of them; since 
a person whu turned informer so suddenly af- 
ter, may very well be presumed-to have had 
thoughts of it for some time before; and such 
papers would, no doubt, give great weight to 
his information. 

But the ministry have produced no such 
copies; neither do they pretend to have them : 
which is a very great indication that there ne- 
ver were any such memorials at all. | 

‘Besides, there are no two of his Examina- 
tions ofa piece. Nay! he contradicts himself 
in almost every one of them. For, | 

In his second Examination, he says, That 
these memorials were all drawn up by the order 
of one Henry Watson (whom he really did not 
know, but took to be the late earl Marishall) 
without making the least mention of me. 

In his third Examination, he says, That 
were delivered to me and Watson; and in his 
fourth, he says again, they were all drawn up 
by the order of Henry Watson only. And, m 
a few lines after, contradicts himself and says, 
That the heads of them were given to. him by 
me and Watson: which are such jnconsisten- 
cies, as (your lordships will easily grant) are not 
to be reconciled: and if his memorials were no 
better drawn than his examinations, I believe, 
they were not likely to meet with any great 
success. . 

As to the late earl Marishall, how reasonable 
it is to believe, that a person in his circum- 
stances shoald venture to come into England, 
‘and live so openly here, as to intrust himself, 
and a secret of this nature, to a fellow, who 
(by his own confession) did not know him, is 
humbly submitted to your lurdships. | 

And as for my part, it is very plain, that I 
could have no hand in them, since the minutes 
in my pocket-book (in which I could have used 
no disguise) agreeing with the concurrent testi- 
mony of several witnesses, plainly shew that 
I was not in the kingdom at the times in which 
my accuser pretends to have been so employ- 
ed. 


For, by those minutes, and their testimony, 
it appears, that I went to France the 23d of 
November, 1721, and did not return untill the 
latter end of the next month: And my accuser 
himself owns, in his first Examination, That 
he did not see me after my return, untill the 
Jauuary following ; which makes it impossible, 
that he could have been so employed by me in 
December, since I was most part of that month 
out of the kingdom; and the few days of it 
that I was here, he owns, he did not see me. 

Nor has the other part of bis information re- 
lating to the letter (which he pretends to have 
drawn upin March) better grounds. For, 
by the same minutes, and by the same evr 
dence, it likewise appears, that I went to France 
the 22d of February after, and did not return 
untillthe middle of April, which makes it as im- 
possible, that he could have been employed by 
me in March, since I was then likewise out of 


the kingdom. 
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Had this examination been taken at any dis- 
tance of time, it is possible he might be mis- 
taken in it; but his first information must have 
been about the middle of April, soon after my 
revurn from France; for he confessed to the 
- person taken up with bim at Deal, That he was 
the first who set the ministry upon intercepting 
Jetters. And the first letters so intercepted, are 
owned, in the 42d page of the Report made to 
the lower House, to have been the 22d of April, 
1722 And, surely he cannot be sapposed to 
have forgot so soon, what happened the very 
month before; especially, since he has been so 
particular, as to name the very day (Saturday) 
upon which he says this letter was su drawn 
up. 

By all which 
Article is not only groundless, but evidently 
false: and likewise, that he had no such inti- 
macy with me (as the Report pretends) since 
he has declared, that I uever spoke to him of 
the conspiracy; and that I could be a month 
at one time, and two months at another, out of 
town, without his knowing apy thing of it. 

As to what is said to his coming sometimes 
to my lodgings, I believe it may be true; but 
it has been fully proved, that his visits were 
pever to me, but always to another person, who 
lodged in the same house. 

And, I do solewnly affirm to your lordships, 
that I never was acquainted with the late earl 
Marishall, or. with any such person who went by 
the name of Watson: that I knew very little 
of my accuser ; so little, that I am contident, I 
never spoke to bim ten times in my life; nor 
ever employed him in this or any other affair 
whatsoever. 


The second Article charged upon me, is, 
¢The carrying on of a treasonable Correspon- 
© dence for the bishop of Rochester.’ 


And for proof of this, the examination of the 
aame person is the only evidence produced 
aguinst me, wherein he says, that I frequently 
-told him, the bishop was concerned in such a 
correspondence; and that I managed it for 
him; with other particulars not worth men- 
tioning to your lordships. 

How reasonable it is, that I should tell such 
a strange untruth to a person that I knew so 
very little of; and what credit ought to be given 
to his bare assertion, who has attrmed such 
gross and notorious falsehoods in the former 
Article, must be submitted to your lordships, 
And, in my present unbappy situation, I 
cannot but think it a very great and singular 
happiness, to bave so public and honourabie an 
occasion of purging myself from so vile a ca- 
Jumuy, and of doing justice tu that mnost worthy 
and learned prelate. 

Aud [ do solemnly declare io your lordships, 
upon the faith ofa Cirristian, Phat | never wrote 
or received a letter of any kind for the bishop 
of Rochester, or was privy to any correspon- 
dence of his at home or abroad: that I never 
sewed him any letter that ever I wrote to 
France, or ever sent cue there by his privity or 


it plainly appears, that this 
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direction : that I am very little known to his 
lordship, went very rarely to wait upon bim ; 
so rarely! that I am confident few of his ser- 
vants know either my name or face; and have 
not seen him above three or four times these 
two years past, and not above eight or ten 
tines in my whole life. 

I do farther declare, That my visits to his 
lordship were public; that I never went pri- 
vately in a chair to his house; always found 
other company with him who were generally 
strangers tome; and never once mentioned his 
name, upon this or any other account, to the 
person who has thus accused me: which, with 
the evidence that has been produced of bis owr 
confessions to that purpose, is, I hope, sufficient 
to convince your lordehips of the truth of it. 

And as for the dog, which has been brought 
as & Circamstance to prove this matter, I do, m 
the same solemn manner, declare, That he was 
given to me hy a surgeon at Paris (whose affi- 
davit has been offered to be produced) and whe 
at that time, I do verily believe, never heard 
of his lordship’s name; and that he never was 
designed for any-body but the person I gave 
him to: 

And I appeal to the very ministers theme 
selves, if the British resident at Paris, (who is 
constantly attended by that very surgeon, and 
examined bim about it) has not confirmed the 
truth of this account to them. 

I do farther aitirm, That the bishop of Ro- 
chester never saw him; never received ony 
letter or messnge by me, nor (do I believe) by 
any other person about him: neither did I 
ever know or hear, that his lordship had any 
intercourse or correspondence with the late 
earl of Mur, or any other disaffected person 
abroad. 

Ny Lords, 

It cannot be imagined, That I have any 
particular interest or concern io this matter 5 
fur I never received any favours from his lorde 
ship; neither do I owe him any obligations, 
but those of common justice; and those I 
should perform, where I have so much truth of 
my side, to the greatest enemy I have spon 
earth. . 

As for the other circumstances which are 
brought to strengthen my accusers examina- 
tions, and are set forth in one Pancier’s depo- 
sition; they will appear, I do not doubt, as 
groundless and inconsistent as the examinations 
themselves, | 

For this person swears, That another told 
him of this conspiracy: That six or eight bat-. 
talions of Irish forces were to come from Spain 
to assist the conspirators. That 200,0004 were 
raised, and 800 inen regularly subsisted for ¢his 
purpese in London. 

These, iny Lords, are called in the 38th page 
of the Report of the lower House, ‘ The Con- 
“current and Corroborating Proofs of my ac- 
‘ cuser’s examinations:’ And I humbly appeal 
to your lordships, if any one of them carnes the 
least colour of reason or probability with it. 
For, can it be imagined, ‘That such a force 
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should come from Spain, when there appears 
to be so strict a friendship betwixt the two 
kingdoms? Or, That 200,000/. could possibly 
be raised among all the disaffected in England, 
mm case there was a licence for it? Or, 800 men 
regularly subsisted in this city, without a dis- 
covery ? 

These are such idle, inconsistent tales, as, I 
em persuaded, can never have any weight with 
your lordships. 

Besides, my Lords, this is only bare hear-say ; 
and if the hear-say of such infamous persons 
(or, indeed, of any persons) be looked upon as 
selicient evidence, 1 believe, no man in Eng- 
land can: be sure of his life or liberty an hour, 
unce any two people may talk hima into high- 
treason whenever they please; and the greater 
Sree is, the greater iis danger always will 


_ The third crime which I stand charged with, 
8, The writing of three treasonable letters for 
the bishop of Rochester, supposed to be for the 
Pretender, the Inte earl of Mar, and general 
Dillon, which letters are said to have been 
sent by me to Mr. Gordon at Bologne, with 
directions to-be delivered to one Mr. Talbot. 
Aad, for proof of this, the clerks of the 
ost-Office are produced, who swear, That 
those letters were (to the best of their know- 
ledge) written in the same band with an original 
which was stopt as a specimen of it: Which 
onginal has been sworn by two persons to be 


my writing, and consequently, those letters 

must be to too, 
My Loris, 

These letters are dated the 20th of April, 
and the specimen so stopped,the 20th of August; 
Just four months after. 

Aad how it is possible for people (who re- 
ceive such a number of letters) to swear to a 
likeness of hand, at such a distance of time; 
aod what weight ought to be laid upon this 
kind of evidence; or upon that modern and 
inystertous one given by the decypherers, in 
which they do not pretend to a certainty them- 
selves, must be submitted to your lordships. 

And as to the persons who have sworn to my 
hand, I hope it will be considered, That one of 
them isa messenger, who never saw any of my 
Writing, but the superscriptions of a few letters, 
which, your Lordships may easily see, do not 
re the least likeness with what be has sworn 
Ov : . 

Besides this very person was turned out of 
bis employment upon my account; and a few 
days after he gave this evidence in the House of 
Commons, I saw a paragraph in the news- 
Papers, that he was restored to it again. 

_ And as to the other, it is to be hoped, That 
K will be likewise considered, That he is a ser- 
vant, who attended me only about three weeks, 
and was turned off for an infamous action, 
which he has acknowledged himself to have 
been guilty of: besides, he has confessed, That 

bever saw me write, but as he went back- 
wards aad forwards in the room; and at sucha 

nee, as not to be able to distinguish one 
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character from another: and it has been proved 
by two witnesses, (one of which was a particu- 
lar friend of his own) That he declared, He 
never knew any thing of my hand; but was 
threatened by the Secretary of State into the 
affidavit, which bas been printed to that pur- 
pose in the Appendix. 

And 3f that paper had been my writing, it is 
impossible they could be reduced to a necessity 
of making use of such improper evidence, 
since no pains have been spared to procure 
better; since numbers of people have been 
taken up, confined, and examined to this very 
point: and Newgate sent to, more than once, 
for witnesses to it. : 

And though it might be proved by the very 
Report of the lower House, That those letters 
could not have come from the bishop of 
Rochester; however, my business is uly to 
convince your lordships, That 1 was not the 
writer of them, and of this, I believe, it is 
impossible to give clearer proofs than I have 
done: For if those letters had been dictated to 
me the 20th of April (as the report pretends)’ 
it must have been at his lordsbip’s house in the 
country ; since it appears by the deposition of 
his coachman, that he went there the 12th of 
that month, and did not leave it till the 5th of 
May. 

But it has been proved, that I was in Lon- 
don all that time ; and if it had Leen permitted, 
there is not a person in the bishop’s family, , 
but would testify, That I was not then at his 
house in the country; and, consequently, 
could not have written any such letters for him. 

Besides, I have brought: several persons of 
credit and undoubted characters, who have all 
testified, That the hand in which those letters 
are said to be written, is not mine, nor any 
thing like it. | 

An affidavit has been produced from Mr. 
Gordon, That he never received any such 
letters from me, nor ever had any correspon- 
dence, or even an acquaintance with me. 

And it has been hkewise proved, That Mr. 
Talbot, to whom those letters are said to be 
delivered by Mr. Gordon, was in this town the 
very day upon which they are said to have 
been delivered to him at Boloene: And if I 
had any such letters to transmit, can it be. 
imagined, that I would trust them to the com- 
mon post, when I had so good an opportunity 
co send them by, or direct them to Bologne, 
when the same post might as well have carried 
them to Paris. 

These are such full, such evident proofs, as, 
I hope, cannot fail of giving your lordships the 
utmost conviction in this matter; and, conse- 
quent: that this article is, like the rest, both 
groundless and manifestly false. 

But, if any credit is to be given tothe con- 
fessions which my accuser made to the person 
taken up with him, it is very plain, that those 
letters must have come from another quarter; 
and, to say no worse, were at least calculated 
to carry on his own base and villainous de- 


signs. 
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For it bas been proved to your lordships, 
that be confessed to have been employed by 
one of the ministers, received 350/. froin him, 
and was to have 2,000/. more. 

That this minister declared a personal pre- 
judice, upon some private account, to the 
_ bishop of Rochester; was resolved to pull 

down the pride of that haughty prelate, and to 
squeeze me (as I think the expressions were) to 
that purpose. 

I say, if any credit is to be given to this con- 
fession, there can be no great difficulty in 
tracing out the source of this part of the con- 
spiracy;. and I um heartily sorry to sav, That 
there are some circumstances which seem to 
give but too great a countenance to the truth 
of it. 

For, my lords, he made this confession at a 
juncture when be may very well be supposed to 
bave spoken in the sincerity of his heart; when 
he saw his villainy detected; believed himself 


to be in the greatest danger, and depended 


upon the person’s assistance (to whom he made 
it) to help him out of his misfortunes. And 
how particular this prosecution is, and how 
sufncientiy [ have been squeezed, are things 
but too visible, and too well known to the 
world, 7 

Besides, the very cypher by which those 
letters were written, (and which he owned to 
have received from that minister) was actually 
caught upon the person to whont he gave it ; 
aod he confessed, That he put a paper of di- 
rections into one of my drawers, by which (the 
report says) most of the treasanable letters 
were addressed. 

And it has been proved to your lordships, 
that those drawers were eonstantly open, and 
that he made some pretext for being alone in 
my lodgings, the very night before I was first 
taken up. 

And since he was the first that set thé 
ministry upon intercepting letters, which he 
said were mine, it is very extraordinary, that 
such a material part of his evidence should he 
omitted in his examination, or that the ver 
first letters so intercepted, should be those 
alledged against the bishop of Rochester: and 
if the oriyinals of those three letters were stopt, 
Ido not at all doubt, but they might be proved 
to be my accuser’s own hand-writing. 

And how strong a sense he had of his gailt, 
by attempting an escape which proved fatal to 
him, and how visibly the hand of God has in- 
terposed in that eminent prelate’s favour, by 
taking one of the persons, designed for his 
destruction, out of the world, and giving the 
other grace and virtue enough to withstand all 
temptations to lis prejadice, are things highly 
worthy of your lordships just and most serious 
consideration, and ao small indication of his 
wmnocence. 

And as to the money which my accuser 
owned to have received; that there was a 
very sudden and extraordinary change m his 
condition; that, from the lowest state of po- 
verty and want, he svon arrived to that of a 
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vicious and most profligate affluenee, is a truth 
sufficiently known to all those that were ac- 
quaiuted with tim. 

But from whence this change proceeded, 
or what real grounds he had for-aspersing that 
honourable person, [ will not pretend to say; 
but if those aspersions be false, as I wish they 
Inay, it may be justly inferred, that a fellovg 
who was capable of vilifying one person, may 
verv weil be judged as capable of doing so to 
another: and if his veracity is not to hold 
good in one case, there can be no reason for 
allowing it in the other. 

The fourth crime alledged against me, is, a 
number of intercepted letters, supposed to be 
written to, and received from the late earl of 
Mar, general Dillon, and other disaffected. per- 
sons abroad. . 

And for the proof of this, a Frenchman has 
been prdae who swears, That he once saw 
me take up a letter at Burton’s coffee-house, by 
the name of Baker, which name, it is said, 
some of the treasonable letters were addressed 
by; and was, ina paper of directions, foundin 
my lodgings. How that paper came there, has 
been already proved to your lordships. 

And as to the person who has swore to this 
particular, I must observe, That when he gave 
this evidence to the House of Commons, he did 
not know me, though he spoke to me, and 
looked several times earnestly at me; and for 
the truth of this, I can appeal to most of the. 
members of that honourable House, who were 
witnesses of it; and he would still have proba- 
bly continued in his ignorance, if some private 
hints, as I have been told, were not given him, 
or the same method taken, which has been done 
with a number of other strange fellows, who 
were frequently sent to the Tower, and bad no 


other business but to take a view of me. 


Besides, the people of the coffee-house have 
testified the contrary, and that no sach letter 
ever came to their house. And though it be 
set down in my examination before the coun- 
cil, that I confessed to have taken up sech @ 
letter, I humbly appeal to my Lerd Chanceller 
(if it can be wortb his lordship’s while to recol- 
lect it) if be did not ask me that very question 
two or three times; and if I did not as often 
deny it. Neither is this the only particular that 
is falsely set down in that examination. And 
I do solemnly affirm to your lordships, That I 
never did receive any such letter, nor ever saw 
that paper of directions, till it was printed in 
the Report. | 

And there is one circumstance pretty re- 
markable in this correspomdence, that as it be- 
gan with my accuser’s information, so it ended 
with his being taken up. For immediately after 
a new correspondence is pretended to be dis- 
covered; and to fix this hkewrse i me, tt 
has been suggested, that I sent cyphers by sir 
Harry Goring to France, and had letters di- 
rected by them to Sturgess’s and Slaughter’s 
ceffee-house. 

But, ny Lords, no such cyphers were found 
in my custody, nor any papers relating to suck 
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a comspopdence, and the people of those 

cofeehouses have all sworn, that I never or- 

dered any letters of that kind to be teken in, 
or received one, either by my own or apy other 
noe [rom them, Nay, one of them bas sworn, 

That no such letters ever came to his house at 

al; another says, that a messenger from the 

taretary's nfice, was the only person that ever 
called at his bouse for those directed to it. 

Andasto the printed examination of one 
Mr. Caryl, to this purpose, it were to be wish- 
ed, that this gentleman’s reasons had been pub- 
lisbed, as well as. his accusation. 

For am confident, he will not pretend to 
say, that ever be saw me write a line in his life, 
or give a piece of paper of any kind to sir Harry 

ing; and what reason he could have for 
belening that we settled a key for such a cor- 
tepondence, is very extraordinary: ndr have 
the other particulars which he has affirmed, the 
least foundation of truth; for I do solemnly 
arer to yoor lordships, that I never saw Semple 
in my hfe, or gave captain Bonin any such 
letter of recommendation: neither had I ever 
the honoar of speaking to my lord North and 
Grey, or of heing any ways known to his lord- 
sp; and that I should mention him so fa- 
ailiarly by the fictitious name of Johnson, (and 
which, of all names, I should never make use of 
0 that manner) will, I hope, appear very in- 
credible to your lerdships ; especially sioce Mr. 
Caryl himself bas furnished so good a reason 
for the disbelief of it. : 

For he has likewise affirmed, That my exami- 
nation before the council was read at doctor 
Yalden’s house: the doctor has indeed already 
done me justice in that point; and Mr. Tucker 
(who was all the while in company) will, I am 
ia ep do he repeat ‘ 

since Mr. l appears to be 20 plain- 
ly mataken in this fearticulal surely ha: may 
very well be supposed to be s0 in all the rest, 
especially since he has not assigned the leust 
reason for any of them. 

As to the rest of the intercepted letters, the 
People of the several coffee-houses have like- 
wise cleared me from them; and all testify, 
That they never delivered me any such letters, 
or received any directions from me about them ; 
which, I hope, will be sufficient to convince 
Your lordships, that I was not concerned in any 
correspondence, especially siuce no letters of 
ths kind were found in my possession, or any 
other papers relatiag to the conspiracy. 

There are two other crimes, in which I most 

bly crave your lordships’ patience to be 

rd, because they are the hlackest that can 
be imagined, and seem to be personal. . 

The first is a jetter directed to Mr. Gordon 
mea ed bilas two affidavits; which have been 
noted, and are suggested to be sent by m 
directions, in order to have him ‘and eae Bie 
mngham perjuré themselves upon my account : 
——For in this letter it is said, ‘ That the in- 
: Closed is a copy of 8 note from the person con- 

Corned, with what he thinks requisite.’ 


= 


PARL. HISTORY, 9 Georcg L. 1723.—Kelly’s Defence. {254 


My Lords, 

This letter is dated the 20th of March, at 
which time, and for ive months before, F never 
was allowed the use of pen, ink, or paper, or 
the liberty of seeing any person that coal 5- 
sibly have conveyed such a note for me; br I 
have been guarded in a different manner from 
other people in the Tower: my warders were 
put iuto the very room qith me, and erdered 
never to stir a moment, night or day, ogt of it ; 
which orders they punctually obeyed, and were 
constant witnesses to all my actions. 

And those warders will depese, That, they 
believe, it was impossible for me to bave write 
ten or sent owt any such directions; and the 
otficers, J do not doubt, will do me the same 
justice. | | 

And when my solicitor was admitted, nding , 
that Mr. Gordon’s Affidavit might be of use, if 
allowed as evidence, a person was immediately 
dispatched, and who brought it in a different 
form from those which have been printed. And 
my solicitor can testify, That nu draughts were 


‘sent by him; which, with the gross management 


of the persons concerned in this affair, is, I hope, 
sufficient to give your lordships the clearest 
conviction of my innocence in it. And F do 
solemnly atirm, That I never knew any thing ' 
of them; never heard of the name of Aken- 
head before; nor can I find out any person 
Sasa the master of that vessel) that ever 
1 e 

The other crime is get forth in one Levett’s 

deposition in the Report made to this most 
honourable House: wherein (among a great 
many other most notorious falshoods) she 
swears, That one Mrs. Barnes told her, that I 
was instrumental in, or privy to the shutting up 
of a person in a dungeon, for fear of his turning 
informer; and not only of bim, but of 200 
more upon the same account. Which, I be- 
lieve, is the most surprising crime that ever yet 
was alledged against any Christian. 
‘ Mrs, Barnes denies every syllable of this 
conversation; and if the person that swears 
this against her, had been produced, she would 
be proved to your lordships, to have been a 
vile infamous creature all her life. And if she 
is to be believed, op that your.lordships can 
think it possible there can be the least truth in 
her deposition, it will be a sin to let me live, 
and impossible to find out a punishment too 
cruel for me. 

These, my Lords, are the chief crimes which 
I am charged with; and very great ones they 
are, had they been in any degree made out 
against me. 

I am a stranger to the methods of legal! proof, 
but have been told by my counsel, That the 
greater a person’s crime is, the clearer the evi- 
dence ought to be against him ; and bow weak 
and insufficient the proofs produced for this purs 
pose, are, and how clear and convincing those 
which have been offered in my justification, has, E 
hope, evidently appeared to your lordships, and 
given you intire conviction of my innocence; 
and that all the crimes alledged against me, 
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are without the least colour or foundation of 
trath. 

But how much I have suffered for these sup- 

crimes, and what extraordiuary means 

ave been made use of against me, are things 

much worthier of your lordsbips’ judicial consi- 
deration. 

To be taken up and held to exorbitant bail, 
withopt ever assigning any particular crime 
against me: to suffer a long aud close confine- 
ment, where the expence bears no proportion to 
my circumstances. 

To have numbers of people, and some of 
them creatures of the meanest rank and con- 
dition, taken up, examined, and tampered with 
upon my account; and Newgate sent to for 
__ witnesses. 

To have a servant (who was turned off for 
his ill-behaviour) brought as an evidence ; and 
my most intimate friends imprisoned for not 
swearing against me; are hardships and pro- 
ceedings, I believe, hitherto unheard of in Eng- 
Jand ; and such as, [ hope, your lordships will, 
in your great wisdom and justice, think fit to 
redress, All which is of a piece with an infa- 
mous offer made to myself by one of the under- 
secretaries of state, who, the morning after I 
was first examined, came to me with a message 
(as he said) from one of his superiors, to let me 
know, that I had now a very good opportunity 
of serving myself; and that he was sent to offer 
me my own conditions. 

And when I declared myself an entire 
stranger to the conspiracy, and was sorry to 
find that noble lord have so base an opinion of 
me, he seemed to wonder, that I would neglect 
so pood an occasion of serving myself, especial- 
ly when I might have any thing I pleased to 
ask for. 

. What authority that person had for this mes- 
sage, or the rest of his after-proceedings, I will 
not pretend to say: but as I have been ruined 
and utterly undone by them, I hope your lord- 
ships will take my sanChiiigs: as well as circuin- 
stances, into your consideration; and, instead 
of inflicting any farther pains or penaltics, look 
upon me (as I really am) a person highly 1o- 
jured, and not a criminal concerned in any 
transactions against the government. 

As for my circumstances, they are but too 
well known in the world. 

_ And here [ cannot omit my gratitude to the 
late and present constables of the Tower; for 


the late constable* (though I never had the ho-. 


nour to see his lordship) was, upon a represen- 
tation of my circumstances, so very good, as to 
procure me the promise of an allowance from 
the government; and his lordship, the pre- 
sent, ¢ has been so kind as to get it paid: but 
the othcers of the place can testify, that this 
allowance has not been converted to any pri- 
vate use of mine, but constantly given to 
the persons appointed to attend me. And I 
must take leave to assure your lordships, that 


* Charles earl of Carlisle, 
+ Heary earl of Lincoln, 
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it has cost me more since I was sent there, 
than the government have now left me really 
worth in the world; and 1 must suddenly be- 
come a sacrifice to my necessities, if not set at 
liberty by your lordships’ great clemency and 
compassion. ° 

If l have dropped any expressions which may 
not be so agreeable to some particular persons 
in power, I could wish that my defence had not 
laid me under that necessity: and I do solemn- 
ly protest, That they have not proceeded From 
any resentment for my sufferings; but from a 
sincere endeavour to give your lordships the. 
clearest conviciion of my innocence. And 
since I could not merit their favour, I shall al- 
ways endeavour to preserve their good opinion. 

As to the legality of these proceedings, and 
the danger of making precedents of this kind, 
those are things which have been already fully 
set forth by my council, and must be submitted 
to the great wisdom and jurisdiction of this 
most illustrious assembly : an assembly! which 
is not only the highest and most honourable, 
but the uprightest and most impartial,.1 believe, 
upon earth; and whose justice has ever ap- 
peared as extensive as their power. 

The great, and, indeed, the only argument 
which j have heard offered for the passing of 
this bill, is, That the occasion is extraordinary ; 
that your lordships are in your legislative capa- 
city; and though the proofs may not be so le- 
gai, however, in terrorem, it is necessary to 
pass it. 

But [ humbly beseech your lordships to con- 
sider, where the extraordinariness of this occae 
sion lies ? Has there been the least commo- 
tion ip any partof the three kingdoms? Or any 
person injured in his liberty or fortune, besides 
those who have been $o unhappy as to fall un-. 
der this suspicion ? 

Or, is this occasion more extraordinary than 
when there was a public insurrection in the 
kingdom? and when the persons concerned in 
it, were tried by the common and ordinary 
courts of justice? 

And because your lordships are vested with 
a supreme authority, and not tied up to the 
common forms of law, can that be a reason for 
your acting directly contrary to it? And to 
suppose your lordships capable of doing 80, 
was not, I must say, so becoming an argument 
to have been offered upon this occasion. = 

And to have a session, which opened with 
so mild, so gracious a speech: from the throne, 
end in such an extraordinary a manner, must 
surely be very contrary to the design and in- 
tention of the throne at that time; and is, I 
hope, sa still; especially, since no mtervening 
accidents have happened to rufile the quiet and 
tranquillity of the kingdom. 

My Lords, ; 

The first extraordinary Bill that, I believe, 
ever passcd in England was that of the Earl of 
Strafford ; and bow much personal prejudice 
was in his prosecution, and ard ort eons 
proved in its consequences, i need not men 
tion, since the royal martyr himself bas, in bis 
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dying words, called it, an unjust sentence, and 
rmpoted all hig misfortunes to it: And, 

Pry, my Lords, why’ was that sentence un- 
jost, but because it was not supported by law ? 


And, to the eternal honour of this House, be it | 


said, That when the proofs upon his tnal were 
not fond legal, they refused to find him guilty. 

Bat when this extraordinary method: was 
taken, and the corrent of the times bore down 


their usual justice, then the flood-gates of all. 


those mseries were opened, which overwhelmed 
aad sak the constitution: and of which, some 
of yor noble predecessors had so strong and 
lively a sense, as to declare, in this very House, 
thet they would be sooner torn in pieces, 
thea come into such illegal proceedings; and 
will a sacrifice to the love and laws of their 


comanry. 

To which I shall only beg leave to add one 
observation, that, I am sure, is but too well 
known to that right reverend bench. ‘¢ That of 
‘all the prelates who advised his Majesty to 
‘the passing of that fatal bill, not one of them 
‘escaped the violence of those very persons 
tebe they endeavoured to oblige by that 

vice,’ | 

These, my Lords, were the unhappy effects 
and fatal consequences of one extraordinary 
bill: and what those of another may prove, 
the great Director of all things only can fore- 
see 


Many are the arguments which might be 
brought to shew the great injustice, as well as 
isconveniences of these laws in particular: but 
as my liberty can be of no great moment tu the 
world, I shaft only beseech your lordships, not 
nroagh me, to give a wound to the constita- 
ed which, perhaps, may not so easily be 
« 


The great characteristic which distinguishes 
England from the rest of the ‘neighbouring na- 
Uous, is, the excellency of her laws, of which 
Your lordships are the great guardians: and if 
yoo suffer those Jaws to be broke in upon, and 
reader life or liberty so precarious, as to be af- 

ortaken away, by crery idle hearsay, 
that excellency must soon disappear, and the 
of government now. upon earth, con- 
quently sink into anarchy and confusion. 
y Lords, 

Tae words of my bill are very severe, and do 
not hear the least proportion to the proofs 
which have been produced against me: and I 
hambly hope, that my past sufferings will be 
sed OPon as a sufficient punishment; espe- 
Cully since it is not pretended, that I have 
transeressed any law yet in being. 

prpere no great happiness in this life, and 
woult willingly avoid as much misery as I 
could; and must therefore humbly beseech 
Your lordships, to look upon me as a stranger 
0 your kingdom, anda person, as I really am, 
“considerable in myself; and consequently, 
imthable of doing the least prejudice to any 
govermment, 

Por my bebevionr, I am willing to give the 

> sureties that Lam able; but if that be not 
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approved of, I hope your lordships will give 
me leave to retire to some other part of the 
world, where I may enjoy my poverty with 
freedom. 

But, let my fate be what it will, I shall ever . 
pray for your lordships’ particular welfare, as 
well as the general prosperity of the ninsdaa: 

And so resign myself, with the utmost humi- 


lity, to your lordships’ great clemency, justice, 
/ and Compassion, : 


Tt being near twelve at night when Mr. Kelly 
had done speaking, the farther proceedmgs on - 
bis Trial was adjourned to the next day, when 
the Bill against him being read the third time, 
the lord Bathurst offered a Rider to be added - 
to the said Bill, which was read by the clerk as 
follows, viz. 

‘ Provided always, that if the said George 
6 Kelly, alias Johnson, shall, at any time, givé 
‘ security, such as shall be approved of by thé 
‘two Clief Justices, That he will, within oné 
‘ month, depart his Majesty's dominions, and 
‘not return again without the licence of his 
‘ Majesty, bis heirs and successors, then thd 
‘ said George Kelly, alias Johnson, shall be at 


“Shberty to depart, aay thing in this act to the 


* contrary notwithstanding.’ 

And a motion being made and the question 
put, whether the said Rider should be read g— 
second tine, it was carried in the negative by 
83 voices against 38; upon which the follow- 
ing Peers entered their Dissent, viz. Osborn, 
Anvlesea, Craven, Guilford, Stawell, North- 
ampton, Middleton, Gower, Fran. Cestriens’, 
Scarsdale, Trevor, Bathurst, Strafford, Ayles- 
ford, Salisbury, Poulet, Bruce, Ashburnham, 
Dartmooth, Masham, Weston, Hay, Brook, 
Litchfield, Foley, Exeter, Berkeley de Stratton, 
Compton, Uxbridge, Arundel, Cardigay, Mont- 
Joy, Willoughby de Broke, Bingley. 2 


The Bill against Kelly passed.] Then the 
question being put, That the Bill do pass, x 
was resolved in the affirmative by 79 against 41. 


Protest against it.] 


“ Dissentient? | 

1. ** Because, we think, there is no reason 
for the legislature to pass a law, ex post facto, 
to punish this person for the treasonable cor- 
respondence he is guilty of ; he being in cus- 
tody, and may be brought to a legal trial in one 
of the courts of justice. 

2. * We conceive the want or defect of such 
clear and plain evidence as, by the laws of this 
kingdom, 1s required to convict any person of 
high treason, no sufficient reason to warrant 
the exercise of the legislative power in making 
a new law for his punishment; because such 
laws being made for the protection of innocent 
persons, from suffering by false, uncertain or 
doubtful evidence, every subject is intitled to 
the benefit of those laws, when he shail fall 
under an accusation of high treason, 

$. “¢ Because, as we conceive, by the rules 
of natural justice, laws ought to be first made, 
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as directions for men’s actions and obedience, 
aud punishinent inflicted for putting those laws 
in execution against offenders; and that there- 
fore punishing by a law, made after the offence 
committed, is not agreeable to reason or jus- 
tice, except only in the case of real and ap- 
parent necessity to prevent the immediate ruin 
of a government, which we do not think to be 
the present case, or can bear any resemblance 
to it. 

4. “ Because the proceedings of the legisla- 
tive power, in making laws, can be governed 
by no rule but that of their own discretion and 

easure ; and therefore the making laws to in- 
ict pains and penalties on particular persons 
must, as we conceive, tend to expose the lives, 
liberties and properties of the subjects to an 
arbitrary discretion ; and consequently render 
them precarious in the enjoyment of those 
blessings, which by our excellent constitation 
and government they have always had an un- 
controulable right to hold and enjoy, tll for- 
feited for some crime, and the persun offendin 
legally convicted thereof, upon such full an 
positive proof as the laws of this kingdom do 
require. 

5. * Because as we conceive it would be of 
dangerous consequence to the safety of in- 
nocent persons to allow copies of letters taken 
by the clerks of the Post Office, though,sworn 
by them to be true copies, to be given in evi- 
dence against any person accused of high- 


treason, especially when such copies are not 


compared with the originals after they were 
taken, and the original letters forwarded on b 
them are not {hata because the originals 
not being produced, such person is deprived 
of an opportunity of falsifying those copies ; 
and though there should be any mistake com- 
mitted by the clerk in copying, whether wil- 
fully or by negligence, such mistake cannot be 
detected for want of the original writings to 
compare the copies with. 

6. “ Because the proof of letters or other 
writings in criminal prosecutions, by similitude 
and comparison of bands, being, as we con- 
ceive, a very slight and weak evidence, because 
bands may be too easily counterfeited, and the 
persons examined cannot speak positively, but 
to their belief, and therefore not lable to be 
prosecuted for perjury, hath, as we conceive, 
very justly been discouraged in such times, when 
the admiuistration of justice hath been most 
impartial ; and convictions of high-treason, 

rounded on such evidence, have been reversed, 
y act of parliament, for that and other rea- 
sons, ——( Signed), Pomfret, Fr.Cestriens’, Straf- 
ford, Middleton, Aylesford, Bathurst, 
Litchfield, Weston, Salisbury, Brooke, 
Hay, Willoughby de Broke, Ashburn- 
ham, Osborn, Compton, Bruce, ‘Trevor, 
Cardigan, Exeter, Stawell, Anglesea, 
Gower, Masham, Bingley, Uxbridge, 
Berkeley de Stratton, Scarsdale, Den- 
bigh, Wharton, Northampton, Craven, 
Guilford, Poulett, Dartmouth, Foley, 
_ Montjoy, Tadcaster, Arundel,” 
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CHESTER. 
was bro 
to make his defence against the bill, ‘ To inflice 
certain pains and penalties‘upon him,’ with 
the assistance of bis counsel, sir Constan- 
ting Phipps and Mr. Wynne. After the read- 
ing of the Bill, the king’s counsel opened the 
nature of it, di 

late horrid and execrable conspiracy, and, in 
particular, aggravated the crime of the prisoner 
at the bar, who, as the preamble suggested, 
‘ was principally concerned in forming, direct- 
‘ing, and carrying on the said wicked and 
‘ detestable Plot.’ 
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ProceEDINGS aGalnst THE Bisifor or Row 
May 6. The bishop of Rochester 
t to the bar of the House of Lords, 


splayed the heinousness of the 


This done, in order to prove the Conspiracy 


an eneral, they offered to read several Extracts 
) 
from abroad: but this was 
Bishop and his counsel, who alledged,/‘ That 
Extracts of Letters, some of them from ano- 
nymous, at least, from unknown persons, ought 
not to be 
cording to the method of legal proceedings, 
ri oon themselves ought to be pro- 
uced. : 


ernment had received 
opposed by the 


tters, which the 


admitted as evidence, and that, ac- 


After the counsel on both sides bad can- 


vassed the matter, they and the prisoder were 
ordered to withdraw; and then a motion was 
made, and the,question 
of the Letter from sir Luke Schaub to the lord 
Carteret, offered by the counsel for the bill, be 
read as evidence, which being carried in the 
affimative by 95 voices against $7, another 
motion was made and the question put, Whe- 


ut, That the Extract 


ther the advice inclosed in the letter from sir 
Luke Schaub be read, though this House be not 
acquainted with the person who gave that ad- 
vice. 

This question being also resolved in the affira 
mative, the following lords entered their dis: 
sent, viz. Strafford, Osborne, Craven, Salisbury, 
Northampton, Scarsdale, Aylesford, Gower, 
Powlet, Fr. Cestrien’, Masham, acini 
Cowper, Brook, Litchfield, Bruce, De bigh, 
Guilford, Dartmouth, Trevor, Foley, Exeter, 
Montjoy, Weston, Willoughby de Broke, 
Compton, Cardigan, Bingley, Ashburnham. 

Then the Counsel for the Bill offered to i 
duce copies of letters intercepted at the Post 
Office, part of them written ia cypher, and 
afterwards decyphered; but the same wag 
strenuously opposed by the Bishop and his 
counsel, who put several puzzling questions to 
Mr. Willis, one of the decypherers, about the 
nature and certainty of their art. This lasted 
till about nine in the evening, when the pri- 
soner and the counsel on both sides being with- 
drawn, a motion was made, and the question 
put, That Mr. Willis be obliged to produce his 
key of the cypher: this question being resolved 
in the negative, by 80 voices against 43, an- 
other motion was made, and the question put, 
That the ‘said Letters intercepted at the Post 
Otiice and decyphered, be read as evidence, 
which was carried in the affirmative, and ther 
the further hearing of that affaic was put of to 


1) 
shi day, and the Bishop remanded to the 
0 


we, 
May 1. The bishop was brought again to the 
bar, where the sanneel for the’ Bill, poiog on 
with ther Evidence, offered to read the Exza- 
mnatons aod Confessions of Philip Neynoe, 
decened. This was strongly opposed by the 
bishop aad his counsel, but most of their ob- 
jecuens baring been already over-ruled in the 
cates of Plunket and Kelly, and the lord 
Towsshed having affirmed, and Mr. Robert 
Walpole’ attested the said examinations,'it was 
resolved, by a majority of 85 voices against 41, 
that they should be admitted as evidence ; upon 
wlich the said examinations were rend. Then 
the counsel for the Bill offered to read several let- 
ters intercepted at the post-office: Upon which 
te bsbop desired and insisted, That the clerks 
of the post-office be examined to these two ques 
bons. 1, Whether they had a sufficient warrant 
and authority to stop and open the said letters, 
and from whom they bad such authority? 2. 
Whether the clerks of the post-office who co- 
pred the letters, whose origipals had been for- 
warded, had intercepted the said letters them- 
selres, or received them from some body else? 


Rewlution to suffer no farther Inquiry into 
a ee ee 


*“ Aremarkable event happened at this time, 
1723, which contributed very much to the fix- 
ing Mr. Walpole’s interest and power then with 
the ki manifesting fresh proofs of his 
abilities and usefulness as a minister. It was 
the management of a discovery made by the 
regeat of France to the government here of a 
Plot in favour of the Pretender, formed and 
camed on principally by Atterbury, bishop of 

, aman al great parts, and of a most 
restless and turbulent spirit, daring and enter- 
Przing, though then very infirm, and capable 
of any artifice; but proud and passionate, and 
not of judgment enough for the undertakings he 
engaged in. His views were uot only to be the 
frst churchman, bat the first man also in the 
Mate, not less than Wolsey, whom he admired 
and tto imitate; and found he could 
only succeed in this, by the merit of his over- 
turning the ssid government, and advancing 
that of the Pretender in its stead. He had been 
long projecting this revolution; but went now 
bpon the foundation of the discontents in the 
kingdom, arising from the South Sea transac- 
boos in the 20, which were still fresh in 
minds and hearts of the people, especially the 

many of whom imputed their losses to 
¢ government, as designing by a fraud to de- 
Prive them of their property, and propagated 
notion, en too much success, among the 

in general. 
“ When this intimation was given from the 
(who, it was said, did it on condition 
that no one should die for it) the difficulty of 
ov to the bottom and fixing the evidence 
ine vlTemained ; but when that was effected, 
wh hag, measure by Mr. Walpole’s dexterity, 
the chief part in uifravelling this dark 
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the Secretary of State's Warrants for intercept- 
ing Leiters.| The bishop and the counsel on 
both sides being withdrawn, the following ques- 
tion was put, “ That it is inconsistent with the 
public safety, as well as unnecessary for the 
prisener’s Defence, to suffer any farther inquiry 
to be made upon this occasion into the War. 
rants, which have been granted by the Secre- 
taries of State, for stopping and opening of Let- 
ters which-should come or go by the pust, or 
into the methods, that have been taken by the 


proper officers at the post-office, in obedience 
to such Warrants.” 


Protest against the said Resolution.} After 
a debate, that lasted till near eleven at night, 
it was carried in the affirmative, by 82 voices 
against 40. 


“ Dissentient’ 
1. “ We humbly apprnent, that in all cri- 
minal prosecutions, the crose-examining of wit- 


nesses is necessary for the defence of the pri- 
soner, and for-the satisfaction of these who are 
to judge of the facts alledged against bim, in 
order to the discovering of truth, and detecting 
any fraudulent evidence which should be of- 
fered; and the resolution above recited does, 


mystery, the prosecution was as difficult to mae 
nage as the other, from the want, in most of the 
cases, of legal proofs to convict the criminalsat 
law, and from the necessity not to let them go 
without some degree of punishment that might 
be a security to the government against the like 
attempts for the future, and worthy of the noa 
tice the government had taken ofthis. Thishe 
also undertook and carried through in Parlia- 
ment with great skill and clearness, and made 
it serve another purpose too, he always simed 
at, the setting the Whigs against the Tories as 
Jacobites, which all of them’ gave too much 
handle for on this and many other occasions, 
and making therefore combinations between 
them and any body of Whigs to be impractica- 
ble: and it had that effect for some time. In 
the proceedingsin the House of Lords against 
the bishop, he appeared as a witness for the go» 
vernment to some things which had been sa- 
lemnly denied by the other ; the bishop. used all 
the art his guilt would admit of, to perplex and 
make Mr. Walpole contradict bimself, but be 
was too hurd for the bishop upon every turn, 
although a greater trial of skill this way, scarce 
ever happened between two such combatants. 
The one fighting for-bis reputation, the other 
for bis acquittal. The expectation of people in 
it, as they were differently inclined to the aaah 
ties, and the cause and the selemnity. of it from 
the place and the audience it was in, made it 
look like a listed field for a combat of another 
sort, and the joy of victory as great as there. 
To say the truth, the bishop sunk ander the 
weight of his guilt, and indeed the whole of his 
Deience, as made by himself, was not adequate 
to his real abilities.’? Speaker Onslow’s Re- 
marks on various parts of sir Robert Walpole’s. 
Conducg.—Coxe’s Walpole, vol. 2. p. 553. 
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Kelly: But that as bearsay was never admitted 


as legal proof, much less ought it to have any 
weight in this case, where adead man’s (Neynoe) 
4 hearsay was denied, and contradicted by Kelly 
now alive; That Neynoe’s examinations were 
neither sworu to, nor signed by him; but, 
were he still living, and offered to coofirm them 
by oath, they could hardly be of any force, 
since they were ready to prove, that he was 
drawn in to say and unsay, and to affirm or de- 
ny any thing.” To this purpose they offered 
te examine three witnesses, viz. Mr. Bingley, 
Mr. Skeene, and Mr. Stewart, who were in the 
custody of n state messenger at the same time 
with Neynoe, and had an opportunity to con- 
verse or to communicate together; bat before 
they entered upon that exarmination, the bisbop 
taking notice that Mr. Walpole was at the bar, 
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in our opinions, debur the bishop of Rochester, 
and every other person concerned, from asking 
any questions of the clerks of the post-otice, 
who are brought 2s witnesses to the bar, relat- 
ing to the stopping and opening the post-Ict- 
ters, though letters pretended to be stopped and 
opened at the post-othce are read as evidence 
_ against the prisoner; and we conceive, that the 
preventing any farther inquiry on these beads 
mest lay this House under great difficulties, 
when they come to form a judgment on those 
letters, the validity of which will, in a great 
measure, depend on the proof given of their 
having been truly stopped and opened as as- 


serted. ; 
2. We apprehend it to be impossible for 


this House to determine, that the inquiry which 


is desired is unnecessary to the defence of the 
prisoner, till he shall come fo make the appli- 
cation ; and, we conceive, he should have the 
liberty of asking what questions he or his coun- 
sel think proper of the clerks of the Post- office, 
relating to the stopping and opening of letters, 
without acquainuog the House whut use he in- 
tends to make of their answers; and this ap- 
ears to us to be highly reasonable, essential to 
justice, and warranted by the methods which 
this House has hitherto allowed the counsel for 
the support of the Bill to proceed in, who have, 
during the whule course of this examination, 
reserved the application of the evidence they 
have offered ti'l they should judge convenient 
to make it.—(Signed,) Northampton, Foley, 
Ashburnham, LicchGeld, Exeter. Brooke, 
Ayiesford, Fran. Cestriens,, - Uxbridge, 
Denbigh, Stratiord, Poulett, Compton, 
Bruce, Craven, Bingley, Pomfret, 
Trevor, Hay, Weston, Wharton, Wil- 
loughby de Broke, Scarsdale, Anglesea, 
Bathurst, Masham, Osborne, Gower, 
Mountjoy, Cardigan.” 


Farther Proceedings against the Bishop of 

- Rochester.} May 8. The bishop of Rochester 
being brought again to the bar, the counsel for 
the Bill went on with the rest of their evi- 
dence. In this day’s proceeding William 
Wood, late coachman to the bishop, being pro- 


duced as a witness, the Bishop asked him, what: 


reward he had received, or been promised, to 
depose against his master? Which being repre- 
sented as a brow-beating of the King’s evi- 
dence, the Lord Chancellor reprimanded the 

risoner for it. The counsel for the Bill, hav- 
Ing summed up their evidence about four in 
en afternoon, the lords adjourned to the next 

ay. 
May 9. The House being sat, and the Bi- 
shop brought to the Bar, his Counsel made 
some remarks on the Evidence produced on 
the other side, and opened the evidence they 
had to offer ia defence of their client. Their 
chief business being to invalidate Neynoe’s 
examinations, on which great stress was laid by 
the counsel for the Bill, they observed, “ That 
what he pretended to know of the bishop of 
Rochester was only by hearsay from Mr. George 


t 


he should say in bis examinations b 
lords of the council, and, at divers times gave 
him great sums of money: That Neynoe, who 


said, It was not proper be should bear deposi- 
tisns that affected 
pole withdrew. 


im; Hereupon Mr. Wal- 


Mr. Bingley being sworn, related what be 


knew concerning Philip Neynoe, with whom ° 
he had a great intimacy, and was stopt with 
him at Deal, as they endeavoured to go over 
into France; particularly, “* That Neynoe hav- 
ing been taken up some time before, upon ac- 
connt of several scurrilous hbels be had writ 
against the government, and published in the 
Freeholders Journal, and being under an appre- 
hension of being treated with the utmost seve- 
rity of the law on the one hand, and tempted 
with large promises of reward on the other, he 
consented to be employed by the ministers, and 
to accuse the earl of Orrery, the bishop of 
Rochester, and several other innocent persons, 
of having formed a conspiracy against 
vernment; that the lord Townshend declared 
a prejudice, upon some private account, to the 
Bishop, and was resolved to pull down the 
pride of that 


the go- 


haughty prelate: That Mr. Wal- 


pole instructed bim (Neynoe) in private, what 
before the 


all this while had nothing in view, but to im- 
pose on those who obliged bim to act so vile 
lainous a part, and to get out of their reach, 
proposed to the ministers his oing over to 
France, in order to gain farther intelligence of 
the conspiracy, by narrowly observing the steps 
of the earl of Mar, lord Lansdowne, and other 
persons suspected of being agents for the Pre- 
tender in France; That Mr. Walpole seem 
at first to approve this overture, but, whatever 
was the reason, he afterwards changed his opt- 
nion, and suspecting Neynoe’s true intention 
was to cheat him, and give him the slip, he 
caused him to be watched, and stopt at Deal. 
This deponent (Mr. Bingley) added, « That 
he himself had been tampered with, and offered 
a reward of SOUJ. if he would turn evidence 
against the bishop of Rochester, which he re- 
fused to do. 


The Lord Viscount Torenshend, who, as well 
as Mr. Walpole, was cliaiged by this depasition, 
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ought to be bad to the evidence of a notorious | 
aid tealous Jacobite, who had been convicted, | 
wipt, pilloried, and imprisoned at Dublin, | 
wpoa two Indictinents, one for publishing a - 
treasonable Book called ‘ Nero,’ the other for | 
speaking treasonable words, and this after hav- 
ing taken the oaths to the government: all 
which, in bis Opinion, made him a less credible 
witness ia the present case, than if he had, in a 
common trial, been proved a perjured witness. 


Mr. Skeene confirmed, upon oath, a great 
eee Bingley’s deposition, adding, ‘That 
Neynoe, pursuant tohis instructions from the 
miater who employed tin, bad proposed to 

bm to be evidence against the lord Orrery 

acd the bishop of Rochester ; but that having 

reected his proposals, he confessed to him 
and Mr. Stewart, chat all he bad done was 
oaly to amuse the ministers till he could get 
oatof their power, but that he had rather be 
tora in pieces by wild horses, than be an evr 
deace, and confirm by oath, before a court of 
jedicature, what he had been obliged to say 
before the lords of the council ; that being one 
day wo private with the minister abovemention- 
ed, he was struck with such remorse and in- 
dignation at the infamous part he forced him 
to act, that he was upon the point of seizing on 
asword that lay on the table, and running him 
through, in order to put an end to the conspi- 
rey. Aod thatthis deponent having asl.ed 
Neynoe, Whether be knew any thing of a piot ? 
He answered, that he knew of two, one of Mr. 
Walpole’s against some great men, the other 
ed hisown, which was only to get eighteen or 
twenty thousand pounds from Mr. Walpole : 
aod whatever became of the first, be doubted 
not bathe would have brought the other to 
hear, had he once set foat un the French shore, 
wdbad not Bingley’s blundering marred all. 
Moreover Mr. Skeene endeavoured wholly to 
captain Pancter’s deposition, by saying, 

‘That he never told bim any thing, but what 
behad himself out of the public news- papers.’ 


Mr. Stexart being also examined upon oath, 
confirmed what had been depesed hy Ar. Bing- 
ley and Mr. Skeene, adding, *‘ That Neynoe 
eadeavoured to engage him to turn evi- 
against the carl of Orrery, which he re- 
feted to do, having never spoke but once with 
ks lordship, to whom he was introduced by a 
gentleman, upon occasion of some books which 
was to get tor nin,’ 
Most of these particulars were confirmed by 
Kynaston, esq. who deposed, * That he 
bad them from Mr. Bioyley, Mr. Skeene, and 
'. kewart, before Mr. Neynoe was drowned.’ 
This being over, the counsel for the Bishop 
Ltoured toclear him from the most material 
Part of the charge against him, viz. ‘ That he 
Sd dictate to Mr. George Kelly the three let- 
ets, dated April 20, 1722, to general Dillon, 
the late earl of Mar, and the Pretender ;’ sug- 
Wests, ‘That ig could not be possible he 
m that ume, dictate those letters, being 
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disabled m his chamber, and constantly attend- 


ed by some of his servants, who were examined 


and deposed, that no stranger came near him 
about that time, and for some time before and 
after; and that they never knew of Mr. Kelly’s 
being the bishop’s secretary, or being intimate 
with him, which, had he beem so, could not 
have escaped their knowledge.” The counsel 
for the bishop rend also an athdavit from Mr. 
Gordon, banker at Bologne, importing, ‘ That 
he never received nor forwarded any packets 
from Mr. George Kelly, nor ever had any deal- 
ings or correspondence with him:’ and they 
likewise examined witnesses, and, among the 
rest, Erasmus Lewis, esq. to prove how easily 
hand-writing may be ceunterteited. 

These Examinations having lasted till eleven 
at night, the Lords adjourned to next morning, 
when the bishop’s counsel endeavoured to take 
off the testimony of Mr. Radick an engraver, 
who having heen produced and examined b 
the council for the Bill, had sworn to the simi- 
litude of the seal of a letter found among the 
bishop’s papers, with the seals of some of the 
intercepted letters : in opposition to which Mr. 
Johnson, and.some other eminent engravers 
gave their opinions upon oath, “ That a seal 
may as easily be counterfeited as writing, or 
which is the same, that a seal engraved from 
the impression of another seal may be so per- 
fect, as to render it impossible to distinguish 
the impression of the original, from that of the 
counterfeit :” an experiment of which was 
made by alord, who produced impressions of 
two different seals, so exactly like one another, 
that one oftheengravers was deceived Ly them, 
and judged them to be of one and the same 
seal, Thisaffair occasioned great debates till 
four in the afternoon, when the Lords adjourned 
during pleasure. 

The House being resumed, the bishop of Ro- 
chester examined Witnesses to falsify the Depo- 
sition of John Lawson, baker at Bromley, who, 
very critically, swore to all the days and times 
the Bishop went to and from London and 
Bromaley from the ist of Apri to the 20th of 
August 1722. And further deposed, That he 
was told by James Day and Thomas Farnden, 
two servants of the Bishop, that he had a fit of 
the gout, which lasted all or most part of the 
time between his going to Bromley, next before 
his lady’s death, and his coming to town after 
she was buried; and that the said Thomas 
Farnden also told him, that among those who 
frequented the said Bishop at Bromley last 
summer, were the lord Nortb and Grey, who 
came very often, the lord Bathurst, sir Con- 
stantine Phipps, Mr. Aldridge a clergyman, 
and Mr. Wynne, a counsellor. Among the 
rest, the helper to William Wood, the Bisbop’s 
late coachmap,- deposed, That he had been 
kept in close custody for above two months, 
be knew not for what. Being asked if ever 
he saw Mr. Kelly alias Johnson, at the Bishop's 
house in town, or at Bromley, he answered in 
the negative: adding, That if he had been 
there, he could not have missed seging, or 
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hearing of him, because he always was about 
the house and stables, and as he conversed 
with all the other servants, so he knew of all 
the comers and goers. And that when he was 
at Bromley, one Lawson a baker, came to bim, 
and offered him a reward of 2001. (one half in 
hand) if he would turn evidence against the 
Bishop, and swear that Mr. Kelly, lord North 
and Grey, and some other lords and gentlemen 
whom he should name to him, often came to 
the Bishop’s house at Bromley : Which propo- 
sal he rejected with scoru. This was partly 
confirmed by two or three more of the Bishop’s 
servants, and other witnesses, whose examina- 
tions having lasted till nine in the evening, the 
Lords adjourned to the next day*. 


, Pe aan Enema Eee aeannemnmneaatal 


* «Tn 1723, Pope appeared before the 
Lords at the memorable trial of bishop Attter- 
bury, with whom he had lived in great fami- 
liarity, and frequent correspondence. Atter- 
bury had honestly recommended to him the 
study of the Popish controversy, in hope of his 
conversion; to which Pope answered in a 
manner that cannot much recommend his prin- 
ciples, or his judgment. Iu questions and pro- 
jects of learning they agreed better. He was 
¢alled at the trial to give an account of Atter- 
bury’s domestic life, and private employment, 
that it might appear how little time he had left 
for plots. Pope had but few words to utter, 
and in those few. he made several blunders. 
His letters to Atterbury express the utinost 
esteem, tenderness, and gratitude: ‘ Perhaps,’ 
says he, ¢ it is not only in this world that I may 
¢ have cause to remember the bishop of Roches- 
ter” At their last interview in the Tower, 
- Atterbury presented hisu with a Bible.” Dr. 
Johnson, 


While Atterbury was in the Tower the fol- 
lowing Correspondence took place between the 
Bishop and Mr. Popes 


The Bishop of Rocuester to Mr. Pore. 


~ 6 Dear Sir, The Tower, April 10, 1723. 

“Tthank you for all the instances of your 
friendship, both before and since mf misfor- 
tunes. A little time will compleat them, and 
separate you and me for ever. But in what 
part of the world soever I am, I will live mind- 
ful of your sincere kindness to me; and will 
please myself with the thought, that I stall live in 
your esteem and affection, as much as ever [ 
did; and that no accidents of life, no distance 
of time or place, will alter you in that respect. 
It never can me; who have loved and valued 
you ever since I knew you, and shall not fail to 
do it when I am not allowed to tell you so; as 
the case will soon be. Give my faithful ser- 
vices to Dr. Arbuthnot, and thanks for what he 
- sent me, which was much to the purpose, if 
any thing can be said to be to the purpose in 
a case that is alrendy determined. [Let him 
know my defence will be such, that neither my 
friends need blush for me, nor will my enemies 
have great occasion of triumph, though sure of 


Tas Bisnop oF Rocuerster’s DrvENcE a¥ 
THE Bar oF THE House or Lorps.| May 11. 
The Bishop being again brought to the bar, sir 
Constantine Phipps made a recapitulation of 
the Evidence for his client, which was enlarged 
upon by Mr. Wynne, who, at the same time, 
made some nice observations on the evidence 
given for the Bill: which bemg over, 


The Bishop spoke'in his own Defence, as 
follows: 


My Lords, 

I have been under a very long and close con- 
finement, and have been treated with such se- 
verity, and so great indignity, as I believe no 
prisoner in the Tower of my age, and function, 


the victory. I shall want his advice before I 
go abroad, in maoy things. But I question 
whether [ shall be permitted to see him, or any 
body, but such as are absolutely necessary toe 
wards the dispatch of my private affairs. iG 80, 
God bless you both! and may no part of the 
ill fortune that attends me, ever pursue either 
of you! I know not but I may call upon your 
at my hearing, to say somewhat about my way 
of spending my time at the deanry, which did 
not seem calculated towards managing plots 
and conspiracies. But of that I shall consi- 
der. ou and I have spent many hours toe 
gether upon much pleasanter subjects; and, 
that I may preserve the old custom, I shall not 
part with you now till-I have closed this letter 
with three lines of Milton, which.you will I 
know readily and not withoot some degree of 
concern apply to your ever affectionate, &c. 
Fr. Rorren.” 


‘Some nataral tears he dropt, but wip’d them 
* soon : : 

‘ The world was all before him, where to chuse 

¢ His place of rest, and Providence his guide.’ 


Mr. Pore to the Bishop of RocnestER. 


April 20, 1729. 

& It is not possible to express what I think, | 
and what I feel; only this, that I have thought 
and felt for nothing but you, for some time 
past, and shall think of nothing so long for the 
time to cume. The greatest comfort J had was aa 
intention (which I would have made, practica- 
cable) to have attended you in your journey, 
to which I had brought that person to consent, 
who only could have hindered me, by a te 
which, though it may be more tender, I do not 
think more strong, than that of friendship. 

But I fear there will be no way left me tu 

ou this great truth, that I remember you, that 
1 love you, that I am grateful to you, that F 
entirely esteem and value yor: no way but 
that one, which needs no open warrant to au- 
thorize it or secret conveyance to secure > 
which no bills can preclude, and no kings | a 
vent; a way that can reach to any pert 0 the 
world where you may be, where the very whis- 
per or even the wish of a friend must not be 
heard, or even suspected: by thie way, 1 dare 
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wdmak, ever was. By which means, what 
2 and use of my limbs I had when I 
was int committed in August last, is now so 
fr declined, that I am very unfit to make my 
defence against a Bill of such an extraordinary 


bature, 

The great weakness of body and mind under 
which { labour, such usage, such hardships, 
such iasalts as I have undergone, might have 

a more. resolute spirit, and much 
strouger coastitution than falls to my share. 
Your lordships were pleased to permit me to 
apperr before the House of Commons, if I 
thoaght Gt, lest that should be turned to m 

rotage, as, in fact, the counsel for the bill 
bare done their utmost towards it. 


tell my esteem and affection of you to your 
esemies in the gates; and you, and they, and 
their sons, may hear of it. i 

“You prove yourself, my lord, to know me 
for the friend I'am; in judging that the man- 
ver of your defence, and your reputation by 
K, 8a poiat of the highest concerh to me; and 
asonog me it shall be such, that none of your 
fends shall blush for you. Let me further 

tyou todo yourself the best and most 
bg justice: the instruments of your fame 
to posterity will be in your own hands. May 
% not be, that Providence has appointed you to 
some great and usefal work, and calls you to it 
this severe way? you may more eminently and 
more effectually serve the public even now, 
than in the stations you have so honourably 
filed. Think of Tully, Bacon, and Clarendon: 
4s it aot the Jatter, the disgraced pact of their 
lives, which you most envy, and which you 
would choose to have lived? * 

“1 am tenderly sensible of the wish you ex- 
press, that no part of your misfortune may pur- 
weme. But God knows I am every day less 
and less fond of my native country (so torn as 
# is by party rage), and begin to consider a 

io exile as a friend in death; one gone 
where I am not unwilling nor unpre- 
pared ts follow after; and where (however va- 
ows or uncertain the,roads and voyages of 
frien world aml be) I cannot but entertain 
eRe we may meet again. 
ool fatally assure vou. tlt iar tha mean 
Ome there is no one, living or dead, of whom 
I shall think oftener or better than of you. "I 
“ai! look upon you as in a state between both, 
1 which you will have from me all the passions 
and warm wishes that can attend the living, 
and all the respect and tender sense of loss 
that we feel for the dead.- And I shall ever 
upon your constant friendsbip, kind 
Demory, and good offices, though I were never 
tome or hear the effects of them: like the 
tux we have in benevolent spirits, who, though 
ponies see or hear them, we think are con- 
serving us, praying for us. | 

« Whenever I am wishing to write to you, I 
shall conclude you are intentionally doing so to 
me. And every time that I think of yoa, I will 

you are thinking of me. I never shall 


’ 


I should not have thought to decline any 
occasion of justjfying myself; but I beg leave. 


to tell your lordshi s some of the reasons why 


I did not sppear thére, and make use of the. 
leave your lordships gave me. ° 

After seven months of cluse imprisonment, I 
was not a little surprised when,! heard it wag. 
thas resolved, by the House of Commons, 
March 11. ‘That it appears to this House, 
‘ that Francis, Lord Bishop of Rochester, was 
‘ principally concerned im forming, directing, 
‘and carrying on a detestable conspiracy, 
‘ &c.’ . 

Upon dul weighing ‘which resolution, and , 
the copy of the bill, [ found not any thing 
charged in the bill, but what was fully con- 


suffer to be forgotten (nay to be but faintly re- 
membered) the honour, the pleasure, the pride 
I must ever have, in eg dan | how frequently 
you have delighted me, how kindly you have 
distinguished me, bow cordially you have ad- 
vised me! In conversation, in study, I shall al- 
ways waat you and wish for you: in my most 
lively, and in my most thoughtful hours, I shall 
equally bear about me the a ae of you; 
and perhaps it will not be in this life only, that 
I shall have cause to remember and acknow- 
ledge the friendship of the Bishop of Rochester. 
I am, &c. . A. Pops.” 


_ Mr. Pope to the Bishop of RocaxsTer. 
[May,] 1728. 

“ Once more I write to you as 1 promised, 
and this once I fear will be the last ! The cur- 
tain will soon be drawn between my friend and 
me, and nothing left but to wish you a long good 
night. May you enjoy a state of repose in this 
life, not unlike that sleep of the soul which 
some have believed is to succeed it, where we 
lie utterly forgetful of that world from which 
we are gone, and ripening for that to which 
we aretogo. Ifyou retain any memory of the 
past, let it only image to you what has pleased 
you best; sometimes present a dream of an ab- 
sent friend, or bring you back an agreeable 
conversation. But, upon the whole, I hope 
you will think less of the time past than of the 
future; as the former has been less kind to you 
than the latter infallibly will be. Do not envy 
the world your studies; they will tend tothe - 
benefit of men against whom you can have no 
complaint, I mean of all posterity: and per- 
haps, at your time of life, nothing else is worth 
your care. What is every year of a wise man’s 
life but a censure or critique on the past? 
Those whose date is the shortest, live long 
enough to laugh at one half.of it: the boy de- 
spises the infant, the man the boy, the philoso- 
pher both, and the Christian all. You may 
now begin to think your manbood was too 
much a puerility; and you will never suffer, 
your age to be but a second infancy. The toys 
and baubles of your childhood are hardly now 
more below you, than those toys of our riper 
‘and of our declining years, the drums and rat- 


~ 
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tained and previously resolved in this vote, and 
therefore whatsoever should have been offered 
on my behalfto that House, would have been 
aa express contradiction to it. And what hopes 
I could have of success in such an attempt, I 
need not say; what they sent me, was the 
preamble of the bill only, which they could not 
alter, consistent with what they had resolved. 

The bill itself was to inflict pains and penal- 
ties, which followed, but there was no room to 
object against any of those which they had not 
then declared ; they have since been added, 
and sent up.to your lordships in like manner, 
witbout any oath made, or any criminal act 

oved against me by any living witness. And 
E a person, thus sentenced below, to be de- 
. prived of all his preferment, and his very func- 
tion, and tv be a perpetual exile, and to be 
rendered incapable of any office and emp!oy- 
ment? to be one whom no man must corres- 
pond with by letters, messages, or otherwise? 
And, my Lords, one who is a bishop of the 
church of England, and a lord of Parliament? 

It is the first instance wherein a member of 
this House hath been so treated and prejudged, 
and (as I have once before said to your lord- 
ships, I pray God it may be the last, and that 
such precedents in this kingdom may not be 
multiplied in after-times. 


tles ef ambition, and the dirt and bubbles of 
avarice. At this time, when you are cut off 
from a little society, and made a citizen of the 
world at large, you should bend your talents 
not to serve a party, or a few, but all mankind. 
_ Your genius should mount above that mist in 
which its participation and neighbourhood with 
earth long involved it; to shine abroad and to 
heaven, ought to be the business and the glory 
of your present situation, Kemember it was at 
such a tine, that the greatest lights of antiquity 
dazzled and blazed the most, in their retreat, in 
their exile, or in their death: but why do I talk 
of dazzling or blazing ? it was then that they did 
good, that they gave light, and that they be- 
caine guides to mankiad. . 

** Thos¢ aims alone are worthy of spirits truly 
great, and such I therefore hope will be yours. 
Resentment indeed may remain, perhaps can- 
_ hot be quite extinguished, in the noblest minds; 

but revenge never will harbour there: higher 
principles than those of the first, and better 
principles than those of the latter, will infallibly 
influence men, whose thoughts and whose hearts 
are enlarged, and cause thein to prefer the 
whole to any part of mankind, especially to so 
smali a part as one’s single seif. 

* Beheve me, my lord, I look upon you as a 
spirit entered into auother lite, as one just upon 
the edge of immortality; where the passions 
and attections must be much more exalted, and 
where you ought to despise all little views, and 

mean retruspects. Nothing is worth your 


looking back; and thereiore look forward, and |’ 


make (as you can) the world look after you. 


But take care that it be not with pity, but with |. 


esteem. and-admiration. 


My counsel have amply done their part, by 
arguing the points of law, by explaining and 
enforcing the eyidence, and shewing the Little 
colour, appearance, and sbadow of proofs 
against me, (permit me to call them so) by 
answering what hath been offered against me, 
and by setting out the consequence which such 
a bill, founded and carried on in such a man- 
ner,-and which enacts such severe penalties, 
most and will be attended with. 

Yet it becomes me to say something for 
myself, lest my silence be construed consci- 
ousness of guilt, or at least an unwillingness to 
enter into matters of so dark and perplexed, so 
nice and tender a nature, as if I was not able, 
or did not care to clear and explain myself, and 
rather chose to leave it to-the management of 
others: I thank God I am under no sech res 
straint, and can speak to your lordships on this 
subject with great freedom and plainness. 

But before I proceed, I beg leave that I may 
represent to your lordships some particular 
hardships under which I have laboured ; 

My Lords, 

The first is reading extracts of anonymons 
letters, without suffering any other parts of the 
same letters, tuough relating to the same sub- 
ject, to be read. Another is, excusing thé 
decypherers from answering questions asked by 


“Tam, with the greatest sincerity, aud pas 
sion for your fame as well as happiness, your, 
&c. A. Pops.” 


‘¢ Notwithstanding this, Mr. Pope was con- 
vinced before the bishop’s death, that during 
his banishment he was in the intrigues of the 
Pretender: though, when he took his leave of 
Mr. Pope, he told him, ‘ he would ‘allow him 
“to say his sentence was just, if he ever found 
“he had any concerns with that family in 
‘exile.’”’” Warburton. 


At their last interview in the Tower, Atter- 
bury pfesented Pope with a Bible. For a sin- 
gular anecdote respecting this Bible, see Pope's 
Works, vol. 8, p. 153, Bowles's Edition 1806. 
“© Pope presented this Bible to lis friend Ralph 
Allen, of Prior Park. It is now in the possess 
sion of the Dowager Lady Hawarden, to whose 
late husband it descended on his marriage with 
a coheiress of ‘Ir. Atlen. Inthe blank leaf ae 
the beginning is the following Inscription, in 
the hand-writing of Pope : 


Franciscus Episcopus Roffensis, 
Vir admoduin venerandus et amicissimus, 
Alexandro Pope dono dedit, 
Juno. 17, 1723, Anno Exilii 1°. 
Cape dona extrema tvorum 
Obiit vir vetterandus Lutetiis 
Mense Februario, Anno Domini 1731-8. 
Exilio 8°, Aitatis 71°. . 
Mar. 30, 1739. ° 
A. Pope, Radulpho Allen, viro de‘sd 
Atque omnibus hominibus bene merito 
In usum sacelli sui: Widcombieosis’ 
| Dedtt.” 
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m, ad which I thought necessary for my de- 
fence, lest they should reveal their art.——The 
pert is, not suffering me to be answered by the 
clerks of the post office, lest the secrets of that 
ohce should be discovered. Another, was not 
sufering a person, who had been at least ten 
years out of the secretary’s Office, to answer 
any questions which came to his knowledge by 
being some years in that office. _ 

Another, is reading examinations neither 
dated, sgned, or sworn to. 

Anoiber, is reading letters supposed to be 
cnoinal, writ in another man’s hand, and sup- 
posed to be dictated by me, without offering 
any proof that I either dictated them, or. was 
priry to them, 

Another, is not allowing me copies of the 
decypbered letters, though petitioned for, till the 
tral was so far advanced, and I so employed 
and weakened by it, that I had not sufficient 
time to consider them. Another, is not allow- 
ing me toread out of the collectien of papers 
before the House any part of them, in order 
todischarge myself, but what hath been read 
by clerks——-And all this in a proceeding 

where the counsel for the bill profess they have 
no legal evidence, and that they are not to be 
confaed to the rules of any court of law or 
equity, though as often as it 1s for their service, 
they constantly shelter themselves under it. 

My Lords, these are the hardships which I 
preously mention, and humbly lay before your 
ordships, 

By your lordships’ leave, I proceed now to 
make that defence, as well as Iam able to 
make it in the condition of health I am now in, 
humbly praying your lordships, if I find myself 
in any degree sinking under it, that you will 
indulge me, and allow me a little time to goon. 

he general charge of the bill, is, That I have 
en deeply concerned in forming, directing, 
and carrying on a wicked and detestable con- 
piraey, and was a principal actor therein. 

The Charge is divided into two heads: | 

First, That I traitorously consulted and core 
responded with divers persons, to raise an 


insurrection, &c. in this kingdom, to procure 
loreign forces to invade it, &c. 
Secondly, That I traitorously corresponded 
ththe same intent with persons employed, 
Kc. Bat neither part of this charge hath heen 
made good by the counsel fur the bill, nor have 
they proved nor attempted to prove me at one 
Consultation, nor is there any thing tends to- 
wards such a proof, except the exploded story 
ofthe Burford club, and two or three hearsay 
‘ormations which were mentioned of my lord 
traford and others (see p. 225.) as concerned 
i the management of this affair.. . have met 
ul these lords, Lown it, but at different times, 
and upon the best recollectionI can make, I 
never was in all my life with any three of them 
st once, unless perhaps about some general 
ms or affairs depending in Parliament. 
earl of Strafford hath visited me,,and I 
ave, eben in health, dined with bim once at 


bose. At my lord ’ 
Vou. VII my lord North’s table I have not 


’ 
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eat; though I have great honour for him, yes 


‘Tnever had any intimacy with him, especially 


since the affair of the Dormitory, whereia be 
appeared so against ine, thac I certainly had 
lost the cause had not bis affairs called him to 
Holland. _ 

Lawson hath sworn, that this lord did often 
visit ine at Bromley, but in truth he never was 
there above twice or thrice in all his life-time, 

I have not been once these two years with 
lord Orrery on any business whatsoever; we 
twice dined together at the house of a person, 
whose name ir 1 should mention, your lordshi 
would not think there was any harm at all in - 
dining there. Sir Harry Goring I never saw ia 
all my life, till he saw me at St. James’s, and he 
was but once at Broinley; and the occasion of 
his coming to me, was his placing four sons at 
Westminster school, and intending to breed 
some of them to the gospel: The last ime 
saw sir Harry Goring, was about twelve months 
ago, when I promised to bring down one of 
his sons to be upon the foundation ; and I shall 
be sorry if I cannot be as good as my word. 

Your lordships will excuse “me for being so 
particular, when you consider how dangeraue 
the charge is, and how fit it is to clear the per- 
sons charged, from such mischievous corres- 
pondence ; especially since it is with these, and 
with these only that I have been speaking of, 
it is insinuated that I have oonsultations, to 
forward the conspiracy. 

The first is an intent, and indeed a conspi-. 
racy, without a consultation. 

But how hath that too been made good @ 
Your lordships will observe that there is not 
one overt-act, or circumstance of time or 
place, mentioned, proved, or alledged. I have 
not therefere cousulted or conspired at home. 

The next, and the only material part of the 
charge, is corresponding abroad with the Pre- 
tender, &c. 

A high and heinous accusation, strongly 
asserted, much insisted upon, but how main- 
tained, is the question? 

The true state of this part of my charge, as — 
well and as fully as I can recollect, is this, (I 


| will not in any degree dissemble before you :) 


First, That I did on the 20th of April, 1722, 
dictate three letters to Mr. Dillon, the late. 
lord Mar, and to the Pretender himself, 
under the feigned names of Chivers, Musgrave, 
and Jackson; to which letters the names of 
Jones, Illington, and 1378, were all by my 
direction subscribed. 

Secondly, That afterwards two ‘letters in 
answer to these two sent to Mar and J)illon, 
one dated May 11th, and the other July the 
25th, under the feigned names of Motfield an 
Digby, were intercepted. 

Thirdly, There is a certain intercepted cor+ 
respondence between the Pretender’s agents 
abroad, and Kelly here, carried on by him; 
and that I was at the head of it, and am 
answerable for what it contains. 

This is the substance of my Charge, all other 
particular circumstances are made use of, as 

T 


\ 
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they thought would give light and strength to 
one or other of those articles. 

As to the first of these points, ‘That I did 
€ dictate these letters ;’ 

That it could not be possible that I dictated 
these letters, hath been made out to your lord- 
ships by such a concarrence of evidence, 80 
clear, full, and legal, as I persuade myself can 
hare left no doubt remaining upon any candid 
and indifferent person; a plain matter of fact, 
‘supported by such testimony, cannot be over- 
thrown by little guesses and consequential 
surmises. 

My lords, I was under the known difficulty 
of proving a negative, which in many Cases is 
not to be done: but it so bappens in this case, 
that peculiar circumstances attend it as to point 
of time. My being disabled in my chamber, 
and attended before and after that time by seme 
of my servants, and receiving frequent messages 
from others: The agreeing testimony of my 
servants, that no stranger came near me about 
that time, and for some time before and after, 
and the full evidence of the school at West- 
minster, hath enabled my several servants to 
recollect the time, and to furnish such a proof of 
my innocence in this matter, as is not to he 
mistaken, and shews the clearness of the im- 
possibility of it. 

The clerks of the Post-Office swear, That 


they believe these three leiters to be the band-. 


writing of Mr. Kelly, my supposed amanuensis; 
Your Jordships will remember, That their oaths 
were at four months distance from the time of 
seeing those letters; during the whole series of 
which time, it never hath appeared that they 
have compared ene original with another; and 
the only original, as a specimen, hath been 
dab at your lordships’ bar, not to be the 

and-writing of Mr. Kelly; and be pleased to 
semember the very supposition of Mr. Kelly's 
being my secretary, or any ways intimate with 
me, hath been fully sworn to be false. 

If it be said, Who then writ these letters ; 
and with what view were they writ? The an- 
ewer to this is obvious, my being here at your 
lordships’ bar sufficiently. explains 1. It is 
enough to prove that I did not write or dictate 
them, and I have proved it abundantly. Let 
but any momentous part of the charge against 
me be made out with half the evidence, aud I 
will submit without any dispute; eight or nine 
such witnesses would have borne down the 
evidence of one or two that had sworn. 

But where there is none on the one side, but 
all on the other side, who appear, and that 
give direct positive evidence, can your lordships 


deliberate a moment for the reason of giving | 


your judgment, which ought always, in doubt- 
ful cases, to lean to the doubtful side; and so 
taking this point as it stands, there is an end of 
the whole matter; for all other insinuations, 
feigned names, and obscure passages in letters, 
cepending upoo this, must fall togerher. 

_ As to the other part of the accusation, when 
itis said the letter to Jackson was a letter to 
tte Pretender, I have nothing to do with it; he 

9 


that writ the letter, when known, will best be 
able, and most concerned to disprove it. 

Since this objection carries a very odd sound, 
I shall briefly shew your lordships how that 
stancs: Jackson, in a cypher of Plunket’s, is 
said to denote the Pretender; That cypher 
consists of one hundred and fifty names, of 
which not one is used in any of the letters at- 
tributed to Mr. Kelly; three or four of these 
names are used by persons supposed to have 
writ to Mr. Kelly from abroad, but not one of 
them is used by him; nor doth Jackson ever, 
in his part of the correspondence, stand for the 
Pretender, but he is always under other appel- 
lations: Nay, Plunket himself, in all his lecters 
writ in decyphered names, never stiles the 
Pretender, Jackson, but either Joseph, or 
Jepson. Why should a name used in Kelly's 
correspondence, be explained by Plunket’s 
typher, when Kelly appears to be no ways ac- 
quainted with him, and Plunket bimself did 
never dictate to him? I forbear repetition; I 
only add, that at this rate there is nothiog that 
may not be proved. 

The letter to Dubois there is little said of, 
because there is no use made of 1t ; # is charged 
in the Report as a letter which I had received 
from abroad. The tables are now turned, and 
I myself designed to have sent this letter to a 
feigned correspondent, but kept it among my 
papers under my seal: For what end; the 
letter itself is an errant delusion; Why, to furnish 

roof which is much wanted, of my receiving 
pees that were directed Jones and [llington; 
and it is very strange I, who am represented as 
being so very cautious, should be so negligent 
in this, and preserve something that is of no 
use, and yet might hurt me so much when dis- 
covered. . 

It is absurd to think, that I should by that 
means mention the name of my correspondent, 
and mention the name of Johnson, which the 
committee of the lower House observe was enu- 
stantly with me. ; 

I know not what farther can be said for this 
matter, till the counsel have further explained it, 
and shewn what use they make of this letter, 
which hath given your lordships so much trouble, 
and which I own I do not comprehend. 

There is still a fiith letter, which I bave 
acknowledged to be my hand; that which was 
taken on my servant, Mr. Reeves* hath 
made some uncharitable observations upon it; 
which, for ought I know, may be allowed as 
the form of law in the ordinary courts; but, 
am sure, in a court of equity, the most favour- 
able construction oushtto take place. I have 
tuken minutes of his observaticns, and I thmk 
they are these: He observes, that the bishop 
doth not in his letter insist on his innocence 10 
general, but considers only what evidence doth 
affect him. 

It comes out at last for whom my letter 
was designed; and I think that an answer te 
a Sak a a iy ane ee 


* One of the counsel against the bishop; 
afterwards Chief Justice of the Common P leas. 


aN 
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Mr. Reeves’s frst observation, and I shall ex- 
pla itno farther. He observes next, though 
Iclear myself from the knowledge of Layer, 
Neynoe, &c. there I say nothing of Kelly. 

The gentleman I designed the letter for, 
knows it was an answer to one wrote to me 
about Layer, and will swear it himself, if there 
was room for it. 

The third observation is, where speaking of 
myscli, 1say, * If [ cannot ward the blow, I 
‘ must bea prisoner some years without reme- 
‘dy;’ from which he was to infer, not in that 
good natcred way he generally did, my meao- 
log mast be, that I was conscious of guilt. 

I apprehended an impeachment would have 

lodged and never prosecuted, as in the 
case of my lord Danby and tho earl of Ox- 
for]; and then I should have lain without 
tnal, and without bread. 

The second Article of my Charge, is the two 
letters from Mar and Dillon, under the feigned 
names of Motheld and Digby, which were in- 
tercepted, 

One of these they have dropt. 

That I received them, is not pretended; both 
letters, though without a criminal expression or 
word of business io either of them, would yet 
have affected me in some degree, if received by 
me; aud | was the person, as is supposed, to 
have writ the letters to which thes are answers. 
That I used to have any correspondence; is 
that proved? Is not one and the same neces- 
sury in order to asceriain the charge? 

Any nan that pleases may write to me, and 
lake those names upon him; I am aot tu an- 
swer for that, unless I have appeared to receive 
thera, and kept up the correspondence. 

The letter from Motfield, dated May 11th, 
cannot Le reasonably thought to have been 
vrote wih any other view than that of being 
intercepted, and of fixing upon me the letter of 
April 20th. 

This letter is committed to the common 
Post-(Office, and sent upon this errand; one 
may doubt who writ it, but one cannot doubt 
with what design it was writ: Youur lordsbips’ 
*isdom will see through those malicious dis- 
buses, and not make me account for letters, 
wich have been banded to and fro betwecn two 
unsnown correspondents, on a design to raise a 
wspicion of a third person, altogether a stranger 
‘owhat is writ. And here I desire, that the ob- 
<trration made by one of my counsel may not 
vé forgot; that is, all the intercepted letters 
from abroad mention 
under secret names, and are discovered by 
duing of such deeds, and by such circuinstances, 
a3 will fasten those names upon them: Though 

Committee were not at a guess, yet they 
Were often at a loss. 
my case the fictitious names applied to 
meare often attended with such descriptions 
crcumstances, as very naturally lead those 
that ofer these letters to fix them on me ; the 
writers of them use all their art not to dis- 
re ple to open the thing, and seem to be 
0 lest they should not be well enou 
ea 7 a 


persons that lay hid 


' This being contrary to the method of re-. 


serves in all other cases, smells strong of a 
malicious design, 

The letter of July 25th, from Digby to 
Weston, is not so well contrived as it should 
have been, yet I am to be ui.desstuod by it, 
Lecause of the circumstances I was then under, 
which the writer was apprised of. | 

These are the only two instances of letters 
supposed to be writ from abroad; they are not 
consistent ; shall they affect me in so high a 
manner ? : 

It remains to be considered in the third 
place, whether there was a supported corre- 
spondence between the Pretender and his 
agents and Mr. Kelly here? Whether I was at 
the head of it, and am justly to answer for it ? 
Mr. Kelly, I hear, bath owned at your 
bar, and declared, which I also declare, 
I never knew a line of any letter he writ to 
foreign parts, 

I meddle not with what concerns him any 
farther than when it may affect me. 

The chief part’ is the‘present of the dog, 
the account of that is in a letter to Hat- 
field, dated May 5th, not signed ; in which are 


these words, © The little dog was sent ten days. ) 


‘ago, and ordered to he delivered to you?” 
But there is no intimation in this, or any other 
letter from abroad, that this present was in- 
tended for me. 

In two letters from hence, by whom writ it 
doth not appear, somebody is meant under the 
different namesof Mr. Jones and Mrs. Illington, 
in such manner as designed for the same perton; 
but the circumstances are neither applicable to 
inyself or my wife, or me particularly. The 
letter dated May 7th, from Hatfield to Mus- 
grave, being five days after the burial of my 
wife, cannot mean her; and being but five days 
after, ic can as Intle mean me: So that the 
writer of this letter must either have known 
nothing of my family affairs, ur if he did, muse 
dissemble his knowledge of them to raise a 
suspicion; and in either case-whnat he says is 
not tu be regarded. The surgeon and Mr. Kelly 
only knew any thing of this matter, and they 
can hest clear it. | 

Mrs. Barnes, she varies, and sometimes the 
dog is for me, aud soinetimes for her. 

As for myself, I never asked for, received, or 
saw this present, nor know any thing of ir, but 
from common fame; nor have I to this day 
had any mcsszge or letter whatsvever concern- 
ing wu. The end of this design seems to be, to 
point me out by the name of Jones and I ing- 
ton, subscribed to the letters of April 20th, by 
using them again in relation tq this present. 

And perhaps they are not much in the wrong 
to think, that one intercepted dog should be of 
as much use as ten intercepted letters. Both 
contrivances then must have succeeded, had [ 
not been able to prove that those letters were 
not writ with my order or knowledge; and 
therefore the use of those names, iu subsequent 
letters, is a continuance of the fraud, and this 
obviously runs through the whole of the corre 
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spondence; for wherever the names of Jones 
and I}lingtow are, they are used in applying 
them to me, because they are the same. 

These points have not only been denied, but 
disproved with all manner of credence and 
clearness. 

My counsel have shewed, that all these sus- 
picious correspondences are to the last degree 
absurd to apply to me, and no one would apply 
them: That I could not order the letters of 
the 20th of April, to which the names of Jones, 
&c. are subscribed, I think is plain, and then 
the evidence falls or depends upon it. 

As to the journies to and from Bromley, 
where the prisoner Kelly had frequent access 
to me, and therefore I might probably dictate 
those letters, the counsel for the bill have not 
opened themselves on that head; but your 
Jordships have heard it made out, and because 
it is material I shall repeat it. 


(Here Wood's Examination was read.) 


By all these accounts, nothing could have 
been easier for the persons themselves to 
manage here, than getting an account of my 
neighbours in order to render the contrivance 
more plausible. | 

That Mr. Kelly is no stranger to me I own; 
but that he is in any degree intimate with me, 
or frequently saw me, I deny; and what evi- 
dence is there from them to the contrary ; or 
how is this sulemn denial at your bar contra- 
dicted? 

~The chairman says, He carried him twice or 
thrice to the deanry three ur four years ago; 
and this Browne, the chairman, he swears he 
carried me once, in three or four years time. 
I believe he may. The porter he says, That 
he brought a letter and some stockings from 
Kelly to me. The foundation of this story is 
true; for Mr. Kelly used to furnish me with 
stockings and gloves; not but that the circum- 
Stance of the porter coming up to my bed 
chamber at that dirty time of the vear, is very 
extraordinary; and even this evidence owns, 
he was never sent by ine to him, 

Now, on the other side, there is the evidence 
of almost all ny servants, who have, npon oath, 
attested, that they do not noweitherthesameor 
the face of Mr. Kelly, which could not possibly 
be, did he use frequently to resort to me. Such 
a slight acquaintance, as I had with him, could 
not be any temptation to enter into scerets with 
him of such a dangerous coasequence as these 
are, which the report insinuates to have passed 
between us; however, suspicion is not nuw the 
business ; they that prove something, may be 
allowed to suppose more; they that prove no- 
thing, bave no right to indulge their suspicions 
agd conjectures to the ruin of any man; 
¢wenty probabilities, allowed to be such, are 
nat equal to any one matter of fact well at- 
tested ; it may strengthen the fact, but cannot 
support it. They cannot be evidence them- 
selves, because one probability may be set 
against another. . 

I use this distinction between evidence inlaw, 
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and reasonable evidence, because the council 
for the bill have asserted something like it. 

I own, I always thought the public law of 
the State, the public reason of the State; and 
whatever it is in another country, yet, in this 
eountry, no evidence can be reasonable that is 
not legal: But I ask, What sort of evidence 
either in reason or law, is brought against me? 
How aim I proved to consult and correspond to 
raise an insurrection against -his majesty and 
his kingdom, and to procure a ftureiyn furceto 
invade the same in favour of the Pratender ? 

How am I proved, in the second place, to 
have corresponded with the same Pretender, 
and with Persons emploved by him? Is one 
article of these charges made out against me 
with any colour of reason? Suppositions with= 
out proof, suppositions disproved, and shewn 
to be vain, and unjust. 

If the proof in these cases wants strength, 
can the hearsay of Neynoe supply the want of 
proof, and render it valid, since Neynoe pre- 
tends, for ought that appears, nut to have 
known any thing of me; he only heard Kelly 
say so, anid Mr. Kelly denies it; and there is, 
I think, no reason why such a dead evidence 
should affect me, or Kelly himself; much less 
me through him. Was Neynoe alive, and 
Kelley dead,'and incapable of contradicting 
what Neynoe said, I belu ve what Neynoe said 
would not be of any weight: Besides, what 
Neynoe dead says, and Kelly now alive denies, 
ought not to have any force. 

Concerning hearsay evidence in general, and 
concerning the due regard to it, I humbly desire 
your lordships, that a passage may he read 
out of sir John Fenwick’s Bill of Attainder. 


(The whole Preamble read.’ 
My Lords, I humbly desired to have this 


read, because I thought it would take away a 
distinction between legal and parliamentary 
evidence; that what was not legal might be 
parliamentary. I believe here is a condemna- 
tionof him by Parhament; therefore I think 
the condemnation of him must be by pariia- 
mentary evidence. It 1s recited in this Act as 
one of the inducements that moved-the King, 
Lords, and Commons to pass the Act, ‘ That 
‘sir Joun Fenwick had contrived and framed 
* several papers, &c. only by hearsay.’ 

Shall that be accepted in this Parliament for 
evidence, which ts declared the only motive of 
attainting amanin another? Ifit was judved 
hard in sir John Fenwick’s case to charge a 
man by hearsay, can the being thus charged 
be any proof against me? Sure the House of 
Commons in 1696, that brought that in, would 
have so thouglit, nor would those of your lurd- 
ships conseuted here, or elsewhere, to have 
passed it. 

As for those that did not consent, I will ven- 
ture to say, Tam exceedingly puzzled to know 
why they did not oppose sir John Fenwick, bat 
favoured his case, and are yet against me. Is 
the guilt objected to me, if proved, in any mea- 
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sure like his? Or is there: any comparison be- 
tween the proof against him and me? - 

Asto the paper and information given in by 
Neynoe and printed.in the Appendix, it 1s plain 
he was drawn in to have sworn backward or 
forward, to have affirmed or denied anv thing. 
He knew accertain lord of the council, that 
geve me notice of my: heing taken up some 
days before it happened. He knew whut use 
and parpese the protests of your lordships were 
chiefly dewened for and calculated; and it ap- 
pears by his paper that was taken in his pocket 
after hisdeath, that he had undertaken to give 
a postive account, and designed either to ask 
or receive such @ sum uf money. 

Itissaid he was the late earl! Marishall’s bed- 
fellow for several months, and had drawn up 
heads for memorials to be delivered to the 
Regent; but he had kept no copies of these 
heads or foul draughts, which would have shewn 
whether they were given in to promote it, or 
discover it; in either case the evidence of being 
then employed, would lave been of service ; 
bat they have not been able to produce a line 
of sach heads or memorials, yet the Report of 
the House of Commons, apon the basis of these 
memorials, builds the whole fabrick. He knew 
that I went under the names of Jones and II- 
hneton, and undoubtedly he knew Mr. Dubois: 
Ifthe scheme of writing that letter myself had 
been seen, he would have found out a reason 
for the correspondence; and 500/. would have 
made him affirm, that he carried the letter him- 

self. He knew the Pretender’s particular opi- 
pion of me, or of any body else; and that 
he relied on advices from me: How did he 
know that? He told him- so. Who told him? 
Itis not supposed Mr. Kelly had it from 
himseli, but from persons of high estate, and 
twere near the Pretender. 

Let me speak, my Lords, as always I hope I 
shall, with that modesty as becomes justice, but 
yet with freedom to you. 

Hath nothing been opened to you concerning 
thts man’s character, and his secret transac- 
uons? Isit possible tu believe this pretender to 

_trecy, could have had or shall he still have 

any degree of weight, that threw away his life 

rather than venture to stand to the truth of 
What he had said before his death; and then he 
could have been contradicted, or pangs of con- 
‘lence might have made him unsay what he 
had said; but a dead man can retract nothing ; 
What he hath writ, he hath writ ; the accusation 
Dust stand just as it did, as far as it concerns 
Lim; and we are deprived of the advantage, 
Which truth and remorse once extorted, ant 
he have again-extorted from him; however, 
would have been glad to have had all that 
ver this wretch said, and would hope that by 
“omparing of the several stories, which he seve- 
va times told, some light mizht have been gain- 
which is now wanted -—Particularly by the 
edge of what he said freely and volunta- 
hid when he was in good humour, and before 

Tough usage, on his return from Rome, had 


(eitened bim; but ¥ think we have the 
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evidence only of a few of the last days of his 
life, all the preceding time is blank. He un« 
derwent frequent examinations, but they were 
not, i¢ seems, so maturely weighed and digest~ 
ed, as to be thought worth the committing to 
writing; but he is gone to his place, and hath 
answered for what he hath said at another trie 
bunal. I desire not to disturb his ashes, fare 
ther than what is necessary for my own de 
fence. 

Your lordships will observe first, the incows 
sisteacy of some part of the charge. Secondly, 
the improbability of it. The Repovt takes ao~ 
tice of three several periods, or stages of time, 
when by consequence of some informations 
from the Regent, the design did not take place; 
the first was, during the election; the secon 
was, the king’s going to Hanover ; and the third 
was, the breaking up of the camp: There is 
not the least hint as.to the last of these three 
designs, in any of the papers; though in the 
recital of the bill it is mentioned as the third 
part of the plot, and the most detestable part 
of the design, to lay violent hands on bis me- 
Jesty and his royal hhiphness, - 

There is not the least colour of proef, as te 
the first part of the conspiracy, which was 
to take place at the election; their only reasoa 
for that, is from a passage, where a is said, that 
the present opportunity is el¢psed ; that is, the 
opportunity of the election. 

I shall recite the passage, as it lies a the ine 
tercepted letter, and make some seflections on ~ 
it: ‘ Notwithstanding the oppertunity is elaps- 
‘ed,’ (says the writer to Jackson) ‘I agree 
‘with you, another may offer before the end of 
‘the year, though not perhaps every way 60 
* favourable.’ 

The Committee suppose this Letter to be 
fron Kelly, and dictated by me; and they 
pose the words to refer to the time of 
electinn ; and from those suppusitions infer that 
IT knew something of it. On the contrary, 
shall on the two first suppositions shew che 
impossibility of it; if this was a Letter froma 
me, or from any other person dictated by me t@ 
the Precender, I must write as in answer to 
some letter sent from them to me, in repeating 
the expression; and his opinion in’ the letter 
must have been founded on intelligence before 
received: This intelligence, considering the dis- 
tance between London and Rome, must bave 
been communicated two months, if not longer, 
before the date of this letter; if we go back twe 
months, and talk of the election being elapsed, 
it was not begun: consequently that opportu- 
nity in the letter could not possibly mean the 
time of the election; and if so, it is ims 
possible that it should be a letter to the Pre- 
tender, that can consist with the charge of the 
person's writing in April, 1720. Fe 

If it be a letter writ in goud earnest, it @ 
pears they had given over all thoughts at that 
time: ‘I agree with you,’ says he, ‘ another 
‘may offer before the end of the year;’ and 
yet he finds some words in a letter writ tet 
days after, wherein, under the name of Jones, 
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I am made to be deeply concerned in a con- 
piracy. 

How can this be consistent, if I writ and 
' directed that letter, and was engaged in the 
second part of the conspiracy f 

th cannot be true, both may be false; and 
I hope I have satisfied your lordships, that as 
I did not dictate the one, so I was no ways 
concerned in the other. | 

Can any one believe, that under the sad cir- 
cumstance of being afflicted by the death of my 
wife, I should be concerned in an affair of this 
dangerous nature? Was 'that a time to pro- 
vide fora stranger? And for a man, unless un- 
der the power of prejudice, to believe such an 
improbability, or that I had such a conjecture. 
I forbear former instances. 

I shall now consider the improbability,’ as 
well as inconsistency of the charge brought 
against me without positive proof. You will 
allow me to answer the indictment in the same 
manner as it is laid. 

Is it probable that if I were engaged in any 
such design, no footsteps should be seen of any 
correspondence I had with the late duke of 
Ormond, to whom, of all persons abroad, I was 
best known, and to whom I had the greatest 
regard, and still have all the regard that is 
ra eal with my duty to my king and coun- 
try . : 

Is it probable that I would chuse rather to 
engage in such design with Mr. Dillon, a mili- 
tary man I never saw, and with the earl of 
Mar, whom I never conversed with, except 
when he was secretary of state? 

Did I not know, what all the world thinks, 
that he had left the Pretender several years, 
and had a pension abroad? Is this a season for 
moe to enter into conferences with him about 
restoring the Pretender ; and to do this, not by 
messages, but by letters, not sent by messen- 
gers but by the common post? That by thus 
writing to him by the post, I should advise him 
after the same manrer to write tome; and hy 
these means furnish opportuhities towards de- 
tecting the persons and bringing myself into 
danger? How doth that consist witb the caution 
and secrecy which are said to belong to me? 
Must not I have been rash to have laid myself 
open in sucha manner? This is an inconsistent 
scheme, the other a buld assertion. Is it pro- 
bable when attending the sick bed of my wife, 
and expecting her death, not daily but hourly, 
that I should enter into negociations of this 
kind? 

Theré was no need of dispatching any of. 
those three letters merely to excuse my not 
writing: The circumstances of my family had 
been a sufficient apology, and more effectual. 

Is it probable, that when I was carrying on 
public buildings of various kinds at Westmin- 
ater, and Bromiey, consulting all the books 
from the Westininster foundation, engaging in 
@ Correspondence with learned men, about set- 
tling au important point of divinity; at that 
very time, I should be carrying on a conspira- 
cy? Those that entertain such thoughts with- 
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out reason, may also condemn me without ar- 


gument. 


Is it probable, that I should meet, and con- 
sult, in order to carry on and forward this 
correspondence with nobody, and no where? 

That I, who always lived at home, and ex- 
cept at dinuer time never stirred out of my 
chamber ; received all persuns that visited me, 
and was denied to none, should bave an oppor- 
tunity to be so engaged? And if I ‘shad, that 
none of my domestics aod friends should ever 
abserve any appearance of any such thing? No 
evidence among my papers, though they were 
all seized at both ny houses, and conning all 
my servants, but one, for ubout ten or eleven 
weeks, searching him twice in the Tower, and 
searching myself, nuthing of consequence ap- 
pears, nor is there any one living witness 
that charges me with any thing that is really 
true, 

Is it probable, that I should form and direct 
@ conspiracy, and carry it on. with any success, 
that am not used to arms, which I am oo 
more acquainted with, than with the persons 
employed on those occasions? My way of life 
hath not led me to converse with such men and 
such matters, except on the occesion of meet- 
ing in Parliament; but in a council of war, I 
never was. Have I yet in any instance of my 
life meddled remarkably out of my own sphere, 
in affairs foreign to my business or character ? 
I might have been thought to have been too 
active in my proper station and business; but 
I was never charged with war, nor any ways 
informed in the art of it. 

Ts it probable, that persons concerned in such 
military scheme, (if any such be furmed by men 
of the sword that apply to such business) should 
be punished witbout any proof? 

And must J, whose way of life is set at the 
greatest distance from such persons, and from 
the very suspicion of being concerned with 
them, suffer all the pains and penalties short 
of death, which the Parliament can inflict fora 
supposed I know not what, and what I do not 
to this day apprehend. ; 

Here is a plot of a year or two standing to 
subvert the government with an armed force ; 
an invasion from abroad; an insurrection at 
home ; just when ripe for execution it is disco- 
vered; and twelve months after the contrivance 
of this scheme, no consultation appears, 00 
inen corresponding together, no provision of 
money, arms or ofhcers—not a man in arms— 
And yet the poor bishop hath done all this. 

Layer and Plunket carry on a treasonable 
correspondence, they go to Rome and receive 
directions from the Preteniles himself, to pro- 
mote his cause.—It doth no where appear that 
the bishop has the least share ip, or is any way - 

rivy to, their practices.—And yet the bishop 

as done all; he is ‘ principally concerned in 
‘forming, directing, and carrying on this de- 
‘ testable conspiracy.’ 

What could tempt me to step thus out of my 
way? Was it ambition and a desire of climbing 
into a higher station in the church? There 
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pot a man im my office farther removed from 
ths than Tae; I have a hundred times said, 
and sincerely resolved, I would have been no- 
thing more than I was, at a time when I little 
thooght of being any thing before, and I can 
gre an instance of this kind if I thought 
proper. 

Wasmoney my aim? I always despised it, 
too much perhaps, considering what occasion I 
am now like to have for it; for out of a poor 
bishopric of 5002. per annum, I have laid out 
no less than 2.0002. towards the repairs of the 
church and episcopal palace; nor did I take 
one shilling for dilapidations, and the rest of my 
liule income has heen spent as is necessary, as 
Tamabishop. Nordo I repent of these ex- 
i now, (though since my long confinement 
have not received the least part of the income 
efmy deanry) not doubting in the least, but 
that God who hath liberally provided for me 
hitherto, will still do it, and on his good provi- 
dence I securely rely. ; 

Was I influenced by any dislike of the esta- 
blished religion, and secretly inclined towards 
acharch of greater pomp and power? I have, 
ay Lords, ever since I knew what popery was, 
vith and the better I knew it, the more I 

iked it. 


_{begua my study in divinity, when the Po- 
pish controversy grew hot ahout that immortal 
book of Tillorson’s, when he undertook the de- 
fence of the Protestant cause in general, and as 
such | esteemed him above all. 

You will pardon me, my Lords, if I mention 
ene thing : 
Thirty years ago I writ in defence of Martin 
ther, and have preached, ard writ to that 
Purpose from my infancy, and whatever hap- 
pens to me, I will suffer any thing, and will, hy 
S grace, burn at the stake, rather than de- 
part from any material point of the Protestant 
ren, as professed in the charch of Eng- 


Once more: Can I be supposed to favour 
arbitrary power? The whole tenor of my life 
bath been otherwise: I was alwaysa friend of 
the liberty of the subject, and, to the best of 
my power, constantly maintained it: I may 

ve been thought mistaken in the measures I 
took to support it.- | 7 

It matters not by what party I was called, so 
My actions are uniform. 

To return to the point: The charge brought 
azeinst me, in the manner it is brought, is im- 
Probable; if I could be guilty of it, I must have 
ected under a spirit of infatuation ; yet I have 
never been thought an idiot or a madman. 

My Lords, as to the pains and penalties con- 
tained in this bill, they are great and grievous, 
is example in their nature and direc- 


a am here, my Lords, and have been here 
Lents an immediate trial, I have, my 
: ri, declined no impeachment. The cor- 
sence with the earl of Clarendon was 
made teason, but with me it is only felony ; 
7t he was allowed. the conversation of his chil- 
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dren, by the express word of the act: mine are 
not so much as to write, so much as to be seng 
ta me. ' 

What is most particular in my case I will re. 
peat distinctly, that my reverend brethren 
hear it. I am rendered incapable of using op 
exercising any office, function, authority, ox 
power ecclesiastical, not only in his Majesty’s 
dominions, but any where else: very hard J 
that such spiritual power as is not derived from 
men, but God himself, should be taken from . 
me. : ; 
And I am nat only deprived of all offices, 
dignities, and benefices ecclesiastical, and for 
ever banished the realm, but likewise precluded 
from the benefit of royal clemency, and made 
utterly incapable of any pardon by his Majes- 
ty, his heirs and successors. 

My Lords, - 

I insist on my innocence, that I'am not guil- 
ty; and if I am not proved so, your lordships — 
will thus judge; if otherwise, I persuade my- 
self I shall find some degree of mercy. : 

You will not strip a man of his substance 
and them send bi where he cannot subsist ; 
you will not send him among strangers, and 
then hinder others from performing humanity 
to him; you will not give him less time to 
order his affairs and depart the kingdom, than 
the bill bath taken in passing through both 
Houses. 

The great man I last mentioned, carried = 
great fortune with him into foreign parts, and . 
had the languages: was well acquainted © 
abroad : the reverse of all this is my case: I 
indeed am like him in nothing but his inno-~ 
cence, and his punishment. _It is in no man’s 
power to make us differ in the one, but it is in 
your lordships’ power to make us differ widely 
in the other, and I hope your lordships will do 
rt. 

But to sum up the argument: itbath been 
frequently observed, that the higher the crimes 
are, the fuller the proofs ought to be. Here ia, 
n charge of High Treason brought against me, 
with no evidence at all, 

. My Lords, | eS 
. Pardon me, what is not evidence at law, can 
never be made so by any power on earth; for 
the law that required the evidence, is as much 
the law of the land, as that which declares the 
crime. , 

It is equally unjust to declare any proof 
legal, because of my prosecution: as extraor- 
dinary would it be, to declare acts themselves, 
ex post facto. ’ 

Never was there a charge of so high a nature, 
and so weakly proved. 

A person dead, so that there is not an op- 
portunity to falsify him by contradicting him ; 
a charge not supported by one evidence, nor by 
one proof of any thing that hath beeo writ or 
received by me, nor even by any one criminal 
word proved to have been spoken by me, but — 
by intercepted letters and correspondence, in 
which appears not the least certainty. 

Some of those letters, shown to persons, with 
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e@ design to fasten something on them ; others 
writ in cyphers, and fictitious names, throwing 
out dark and abstruse hints of what persons 
wert by those names, sometimes true and some- 
times doubtfi.j, and often false, who continue 
all the « hile strangers to the whole transaction, 
gad never make the discovery, ull they feel and 
find it advancing itself towards them: My 
Lords, this is my case in short. 

I have a hard task to prove my innocence: 
shall J stdnd convicted before your lordships on 
such an evidence as this? The hearsay of an 
hearsay; a party dead, and that denied what 
he said; by strange and obscure passages, and 
fictitious names in letters; by the conjecture 
of decypherers, without any opportunity given 
me of exemining and looking intu the decy- 
phering ; by the depositions of post-ottice clerks 
abvut the similitude of hands ; their depositions 


made at distaht times, and wuhout comparing | 


any one of the originals, and by a strange in- 
terpretation of them ; for nothing more, I am 
persuaded, can be made of the arguments, than 


what is called the intercepted correspondence. - 
Shall I, my Lords, be deprived of all that 


is dear to me, and, in the circumstances I am 
in, scarce able to bear up, and by such an evi- 
dence as would not be admitted in any other 
cause or any other court ; and would hardly 
affect a Jew m the inquisition of Spain ? 

And shall it be received against a bishop of 
_ this Church, and a member of this House? God 
forbid. Give me Jeave to make mention of a 
text m holy writ; ‘ Againstan elder receive not 
© an accusation, but before two or three wit- 
* nesses.’ It 18 not said, condemn him not 
Bpon an accusation, &c. hut receive it not; I 
am something more than an elder, and shall an 
accusation against me be countenanced, with- 
Gut any one instance of a proof to support it ? 

This is not directly matter of ecclesiastical 
constitution: there you read, one witness 
should not rise up against an elder; but here, 
at the mouth of two witnesses, or three wit- 
nesses, shall the matter be established. And 
as this rule was translated in the state of the 
Church, people alwavs thought fit to follow it. 

Shall I be the first bishop in this Church con- 
demned upon conjecture, on fictitious names 
and obscure passagcs in letters, instead of two 
er three witnesses? 

Wall not others endeavour to make the same 
precedent, and desire the same influence of it 
to succeeding ages, and even concur in such an 
act, in order to render me incapable of using 
or exercising any power or authority, &c. Is 
this good divinity, or geod policy ? 

As to the justice of the legislature, in some 
respects it hath a greater power than the sove- 
reign leyislature of the universe ; for he can do 
Rothing unjust. But though there are no li- 
mits to be set to a parliament, yet they are ge- 
nerallv thought to restrain themselves, to guide 
their proceedings in criminal cases, according 
to the known haw, 

Ibe Parlrament may order a criminal to be 


tortured, who can say they cannot? But they: 


\ 
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never did, por never will, I hope, because tor- 
ture, though used in other countries, is not 
known here. 

Is it not torturing to mflict pains and penal- 
ties on persons not suspected of guilt, nor plain- 
ly proved guilty? It is not much uaolike it. 
The Parliament may, if they please, as well 
upon a b:tl of perpetual imprisonments, as upon 
a bill of perpetual exile, reserve to the crown a 
power to determine the one as well as the 
other. They have so enacted it in the one case, 
but they have not enacted it in the other. The 
law knows nothing of such absolute perpetual 
imprisonments. 

The law may, in like manner, condemn a 
man on a charge of accumulated and construc. 
tive treason. They did so in the case of the 
great lord Strafford, and that by accumulated 
and constructive proof of such treason, that is, 
by such proofs so well interpreted, as plainly to 
communicate light and strength to each other, 
and so to have all force, without the formality 
of evidence. Was such proof ever admitted 
by any one to deprive his telow-subject of his 
fortune, of his estate, his friends, and country, 
and send him in his old aye, without language 
or hope, without employment to get the ne- 
cessaries of life, to starve? I say again, God 
forbid. 

My ruinis not of that moment to any number 


of men, to make it worth their while to violate, 


or even to seem to violate the constitution in 
any degree, which they ought to preserve against 
any attempts whatsocver. 

But where once such extraordinary steps 


as these are taken, and we depart from the , 


fixed rules and forms of justice, and try untrod- 
den paths, no nau knows where this shall 
stop. 
Though I am worthy of no regard, though 
whatsoever is done to me may, for that reason, 
be luoked upon to be just, yet your lordslups 
will have some regard to your own lasting 1n- 
terest, and that of posterity. 
This is a proceeding with which the consti- 
tution is not acquainted, which, under the pre- 
teace of supporting it, will at last effectually 
destroy it. 
For God’s sake, lay aside these extraordinary 
proceedings, set nut up these new and dange- 
rous precedents; I, for my part, will volun‘a- 
rily and chearfully go into perpetual banish 
ment, and please myself that I am, in some 
measure, the occasion of putting a stop to such 
precedents, and doing some good to my coul- 
try, and will live, wherever J am, praying for 
its prosperity; and do in the words of father 
Paul to the state of Venice, say ‘ esto per petuo: 
It is not iny departing from jt I am concerme 
for: let me depart, and let my country be bxe d 
upon the immoveable foundation of law 6 
justice, and stand for ever. | 
I have, my Lords, taken up much of hed 
lordships’ time, yet 1 must beg your attention 
little longer. , 
Some part of my charge hath beeo dis 
by direct and full evidence, particulasly 


roved 
hat of 


| 
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writing the letters of the 20th of April, or that 
Iknew who wrote them, which I utterly deny 
that lever did or as yet do know. Other parts 
of the charge there are, which are not. capable 
of such disproof, nor indeed require it; there [ 
ret. But, my Lords, there is a way allowed of 
Vindicating myself; it is generally negative ; 


that is by protesting and declaring my inno- | 


cence to your Lordships, in the most deliberate, 
senous and solemn manner ; and appealing to 
God, the searcher of hearts, as to the truth of 
what I say, as I do it in what follows: I am 
charged io the Report with directing a corres- 
pondence to Mr. Kelly; but I solemnly deny 
that lever directly or indirectly, saw a single 
line ofany of their letters until I met witb 
them in print. Nor was the contents of any 
of them communicated to me. I do in the 
nett place deny, that I was ever privy to any 
menonal to be drawn up to be delivered tothe 
regent. Nor was I ever acquainted with any at- 
tempt to be made on the Kiny’s going to Hano- 
ver, orat the time of the election. Nor did I 
ear theleast rumour of the plot to take place 
afier the breaking up of the ‘camp, till some 
tme after Mr. Layer’s commitment. I do 
with the same solemnity declare, that | never 
collected, remitted, received, or asked any 
money of any man, to facilitate these designs; 
dor was I ever acquainted with, or had any re- 
mittauces whatsoever from any of those per- 
tous. I never drew any declaration, mioutes, 
orpaper,in the name of the Pretender. as is 
etpressiy charged upon me. And that J never 
knew of any commission issued, preparation of 
anns, ofhcers, or soldiers, or the methods taken 
0 procure any, in order to raise an insurrec- 
hon in these kingdoms. All this I declare to 
trae, and will so declare to the last gusp of 
ay 5 
And I am sure, the farther your lordships 
€1amine into this affair, the more you will be 
convinced of my innocency. These contain 
all the capital articles of which I am accused, 
io the report of the House of Commons. 
Had the charge been as fully proved as 
ascertained, it had been vain to make protes- 
is of amence though never so solemn. 
_Gutas the charge is only su; ported by the 
tightest probabilities, ste Shick cannue be 
disproved in any instance, without proving a 
Regative ; allow the solemn asseverations of 
amao in behalf of his own innocence to have 
due weight, and I ask no more, than that 
may have as much influence with your 
ps, as they have truth. ~ : 
fon any account there shall still be thought 
by your lordships to be any seeming strength 
in the proofs against me: If by your lordships 
jeements, ringing from unknown motives 
stall be thought to be guilty: If for any rea- 
sons, or necessity of state, of the wisdom and 
jetce of which I am’ po competent judge : 
yout lordships shall proeeed to pass this bill 
agumt_ me: God’s will be done: ‘ Naked 
camel out of my mother’s womb, and naked 
on, VIII. 


PARL. HISTORY, 9 Grorce I. 1723.—-Bishop of Rochester’s Defence. 


[290 
‘ shallI return; and whether he | gives or takes 
* away, blessed be the name of the Lord.’ 


Lord Lechmere moves, That Kelly be exa- 
mined at the Bar, relating to the Bill against 
the Bishop of Rochester.] The Bishop having 
done speaking, and being, with his counsel, 
withdrawn, the lord Lechmere took notice, 
That the most material part of the charge 
against that prelate was his dictating the trea- 
sonable letter to Mr. Kelly; and since the 
letter was the only Jegal witness they could 
have in this doubtful case, he therefore moved, _ 
‘“* That George Kelly alias Johnson, now a pri- 
soner in the Tower of London, be brought to 
the bar of this House on Monday morning next, 
to be exanined upon oath, on the bill, intituled, 
‘An Act to-inflict pains and penalties on 
‘ Francis lord bishop of Rochester.’” He was 
seconded by the earl of Carlisle; but opposed 
by several Lords ; and the question being put 
upon this motion, it was resulved in the nega- 
tive by 80 voices ugainst 40. 


Protest on the said Motion’s passing in the 
Negative.| Dissentient’ 1. “ Because we think 
it unquestionable that the said Kelly is a compe- 
tent legal witness to the mattets charged by 
the bill against the bishop, and cculd not be 
legally refused to be sworn” as such, if the 
bishop were on his trial for the same in the or 
dinary course of justice ; and that, whether the 
said Kelly were produced e:ther for or against | 
the bishop ; and, we conceive, if the counsel . 
for the bill had thought fit to have produced - 
him in support of the bill, that even no legat 
ol,jection could have been made by the bishop’s 
counsel against bis being so produced and 
sworn, the bill passed this House against the 
said Kelly not having received the royal as- 
sent; and there not being in the said bill, in 
our opinions, any thing that can destroy even 
his legal testiniony, when the same is passed 
into a law. 

2. “ Because the three letters, dated the 
20th of April 1722, supposed to contain trea~ 
sonable correspondences with the Pretender 
and some of his agents, have been made the 
principal charge ayiunst the bishop, and have 
been endeavoured to be proved to have been 
dictated to the said Kelly by the bishop, at or 
about the time of their date; but this not 
being as yet done, as we think, by direct or 
positive proof by any living witness of the 
fact, but by circumstances only, we think it 
most proper, and most safe and just, to en- 
deavour to discover the truth of that material 
fact, by the best evidence the nature of the 
thing can admit of; and that this House 
should not be left under the difficulties of judg- 
ing on this extraordinary occasion from doubt- 
ful circumstances, if the fact may be cleared 
by certain positive proof, and the examination © 
of a competent and a living witness upon oath 
at the bar of this House. ; 

3. ‘* Because several living witnesses having 


been examined on oath at the bar of the 
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House, on behalf of the bishop, in order to 
prove by their positive testimony and other cir- 
cumstances, that the bishop did not dictate or 
direct, ar was any way privy to the writing of 
the said letters, or any of them, which has, in 
our judgments, rendered it of yet greater impor- 
tance, that the supposed writer of those let- 
ters should be brought under the most strict and 
solemn examination, before the Bill has passed 
this House. 

4. “ Because the said Kelly, though exa- 
mined before committees of both Houses of 
Parliament, and elsewhere, hath not, to our 
knowledge, been yet examined upon oath to 
the matters contained in this Bill; and it 
having appeared to us, in other instances on 
this occasion, particularly of Mrs. Barnes, exa- 
mined for the Bill, and of Bingley against it, 
who have materially varied their examinations 
at the bar of this House from their fermer exa- 
minations, at the same time declaring their 
former examinations were not taken and swora 
to by them, we think ic may be both danyerous 
and derogatory to the bonour and justice of 
the House, not to examine upon oath, a per- 
son capable of discovering the matters of fact, 
on which the justice of the Bill against the 
bishop must depend ; and especially after the 
aaid Kelly hath declared in the most solemn 
mianner, next to that of his being upon oath, 
that the bishop did not dictate, or was privy to 
the writing the said letters, or any of them; 
and the bishop himself, in his defence, having 
also, in the most solemn manner of assevera- 
tion, declared his innocence in. this particular, 
and expressly referring to the former assevera- 
tions of the said Kelly, as we couceive as a 
testimony in confirmation of his own assevera- 
tions. Ee | a 
;. & “ Because, we conceive, that the said 
Kelly was not only a legal witness for or against 
the bishop, in the strictest construction ofcourts 
of judicature ; but theexamiaation of him upon 
oath, on this Bill, isin every respect whatso- 
ever, in our judgments, less liable to objection 
than in any or most other evidences, which on 
this occasion have been allowed ; because the 
Bill passed by this, House agaiust the said 
Kelly, if it obtains the royal assent, as is most 

robable, doth (in judgment of law, as bath 
Been declared by the judges) acquit bim of any 
further prosecution for the said treasons therein 
charged upon him, and there is no judgment or 
punishment inflicted upon him in the said Bill, 
which can, when passed, destroy his capacity of 

iving evidence on any occasion ; and the same 
ing passed by this House, and not passed the 
royal assent, leaves the said Kelly, in our opi- 
nions, under, less influeuce either of hopes or 
fears, than such wituvesses which have been exa- 


mined on this occasion under commitments. 
and charge of high-treason; and, as we con-. 


ceive, less liable to that objection than the decla- 
Fation of Philip Neynoe, which has been read 


s 


cape; and which declaration appears to us ta 


have been made by him under the strongest 
influences of guilt and terror. . 

6. “ We think the crimes charged in the 
Bill against the said Kelly, are in their nature 
distinct and independent on those charged upon 
the bishop, Kelly’s guilt in writing the said 
treasonable letters proved upon him being the 
same, though the bishop be altogether jnno- 
cent in relation thereto ; for which reasons, as 
we conceive, this House did refuse to permit 
Kelly on bis bill to give evidence, that the 
bishop did not dictate the said letters; for 
which reason we are of opinion, that the evi- 
dence which Kelly might have given touching 
the bishop’s dictating the said letters, or not, 
would have produced no consequence at all, 
with regard to the Bill passed against himself, 
though it must necessarily have contributed to 
the proof of the guilt or innocence of the 
bishop. | . a ae 

7.‘* This House having with great honour 
and justice, declared to several persons pro- 
duced as witnesses on this occasion, that if 
was not required from them to depose apy 
thing which did or might tend to their own, ac~ 
cusation, the testimony of the said Kelly, if he 
had been examined on oath, we doubt not, 
would have been taken under the same ji 
indulgence; and if he had submitted to have 
been examined on oath tothe matters of this 
bill, such his examination being in that respect 
voluntary, could not,- in our opinions, have 
been construed as forced from him by the au- 
thority of this [louse ; and such testimony as 
he might have given would have remained under 
the consideration and judgment of this House, 


as to its credit and influence, on all circum- 


stances, in the same manner as the other eri- 

dence for and aguinst the bill still does. (Signed, J 
Cowper, Lechmere, Pomfret, Bathurst, 
Bingley, Fr. Cestriens’,, Compton, Wal- 
loughby .de Broke, Weston, . Bruce, 
Aylesford, Hereford, Gower, Brooke, 
Middleton, Denbigh, Scarsdale, Dart- 
mouth, Salisbury, Foley, Masham, Qar- 
digan, Exeter, Wharton, Litchfield, Ux- 
bridge, Hay, Strafford, Northampton, 
Avglesea, Berkeley de Stratton, Pou- 
lett, Ashburnham, Guilford, Craven.” 


Farther Proceedings on the Bill against the 
Bishop of Rochester.] May 13, The bishop of 
Rochester being, for the last time, brought, to 
the bar, Mr, Reeves, one of the copnsel for 


tbe bill, made a reply to the bishop's efence, 


(ee 


and, in particular, justified what bad said 


before about the Letter the bishop wrote in 
the Tower, and was found about one of his 
servants. And asthe bishop had closed bis 
speech with a passage out of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, so Mr. Reeves concluded with these 
words out of Ecclesiastes, chap, 10. Vv. 20. 


‘‘ Curse not the king, no not in thy tboyghre, 


against the bishop, theugh never signed or, 
sworn to by him, and the said Neynoe, some; 
maquths since, drowned in endeavouring his es-’ 


and curse not the rich in thy bed-chamber z 
For a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and 
that which has wings shall tell the matter.” 
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After this the counsel for the Bill produced 
andetamined severaf witnesses to contradict 
wha lad béen deposed ‘relating to Neynoe. — 
The bishop ‘of ochester’ and his ‘counsel 
baring much insisted, and endeavoured to prove, 
ate did not dictate the treasonable letters 
In question, because, at the time they were sup- 
poed to be written, and before and after, he 
was disabled ‘in his chamber, the bishop of St. 
Asaph* acquainted the House, That at that very 
juncture of time, he had received a letter from 
the bistop of Rochester, of his own hand-writ- 
ing, ‘This voluntary evidence, frorn’a person 
of svenerable a character, raised the. atteo- 
tion of the whole House. But the bishop him- 
sdf rather fired with indignation, than daunted 
fy ou pectce a charge, absolutely denied 
Ue fact, boldly challenged his accusér to prove 
It, and fered to put thé whole trial upon thdt 
single point.” | pees ee 

The bishop of St. Asaph still affirmed that 
he teceivedd a letter, which he fook to be 
mitten by the bishop of Rochester himself, 
_ fom the hands of one of his servants, then at 

the ba? but being somewhat perplexed as to 
the hour, ane the day, and at the same time 
contradicted by Grant, the bishop of Roches- 
ter’s servant, the prisoner, in an exulting man- 
Ber, pressed his accuser to produce the letter in 
apie which the other not being able fo 
0, the bishop of Rochester severely animad- 
Yerted upon Fini for being so forward to give 
such rail evidence, and endeavouring to fix 
perjary 7 ‘a man of his holy fanction. 

is affair being over, the Lords, in a grand 
Committee went through the Bill, For inflict- 
a pains and penalties on Francis lord bishop 
‘Of Rochester; and, about ten at night, ad- 
Journed to the 15th, i ; 


Debate on the third Reading of the Bill 
sgmast the Bishop of Rochester.} May 15. 
The Bil was read the third time, and a mo- 
ton being made that tl:e Bill do pass, it o¢ca- 
woned a very warm debate. | 


The Earl Poulet, who spoke first, shewed 
the danger of such ah extraordinary proceed- 
ing, and urged, That the swerving from the 
ixed rules of evidence, and conseyuently from 
Justice, must inevitably be attended with the 
most fatal consequences ‘to our excejlent con- 
Sutution, Sa ee 

The Bishop of S::Jishury, + spoke next as 
ollows ; ae ease 2 

My Lords ; 

I believe it will be expected that I should say 
something in a Case so extraordinary as this is ; 
and wherein a Lrother bishop is so nearly con- 
cemed. I beg leave to' begin with taking no- 
lice of some things that’ were peculiarly ad- 
dressed to this Bench, both by the reverend 
Helate, and his counsel from the bar. | 
The first is, ‘that we would ‘consider how 


—_. 
ee 


i Dr. John. Wynne: translated to Bath and 
Wells, on the death 'of bishop Hooper,” 
¥ Dr. Willis, s€e vol, 7, p. 573." 


agreeable it may be to the canons and disci- 
pline of the church, in this extraordinary man- 
ner to deprive a bishop of all his preferments ; 
and to ‘prohibit him the use and exercise of his 
function for his ‘life.’ As to this objection, 
whatever influence it may have abroad among 
ignorant people, yet, ds to your lordships, who 
know our constitution so well, I cannot ima- 
gine that it can have any weight at all. And 
indeed when I consider all the acts of parlia- 
ment relating‘ to the supremacy, that bave been 
made for neartwo hundred years; when I con- 
sider the articles 6f our charch, our canons, 
and the subscriptions that the bishup himself 
must have made, and must have required from 
others, in the exercise of his function, ‘it ts 
matter of wohder to me, that such an objection 
should be made, either by a bishop of the church 
of England, or by a lawyer of the kingdom of 
England. I do not indeed recollect above one 
instance of ‘a particular dct: of parliament 
made to deprive a bishop; which ‘is that of 
Fisher, bishop of Rochester, who was so de- 
prived, in the time of Henry 8. But, ,as to 
general acts of parliament, whereby both bi« 
shops and presbyters have been deprived of 
their preterments, we have a goog number: 
Thus, in the beginning of queen’ Elizabeth’s 
reign, almost all the bishops of England were 
eo deprived: And at the revolution, many were 
so; and ull might have been so, if they had not 
complied with the terms of the act of parlia- 
ment : And at the restoration, many hundreds 
of presbyters were deprived in the satne man- 
ner. ‘ And it cannot well be doubted, but that . 
the same authority which can maké laws by 
which the whole bench may be deprived, may 


‘exert itself in a particular case, af they have 


just reasons for it. : 
As to the trial of bishops, for any crimes 
they shall be guilty of, we are to consider the 
diferent nature of the crimes of which they are 
accused; and the trial by law must be accord- 
ingly. If the crime be of an_ ecclesiastical 
nature, such as ecclesiastical courts can take 
cognizance of, as simony, heresy, and the like; 
the trial regularly must be by the archbishop of 
the province, taking to his assistance some of 
his suffragan bishoy:s. But, even in this case, 
if either the archbishop shall, upoo complaint, 
neglect to try him; or, if upon trial he sball 
acquit and absolve him, the accuser may appeal 
to the king in chancery: Which court may 
appoint a commission of delegates, who may, 
by the authority of the crown, judge him, de- 
‘prive him of his hishoprick, prohibit him the 
use of his function for his life, though he were 
before acquitted by the archbishop. But if 
‘the crime be of a civil nature, such as trea- 
son, (which is the case now before us) the 
ecclesiastical authority has nothing at all to do 
with it; and should any ecclesiastical judge 
attempt to meddle with it, he would be judged 
to attempt aguinst the king’scrown and dignity, 
and quickly have his proceedings stopped by a 
prohibition out of the temporal courts: And I 
would observe further, that were this bishop to 


995] 
be tried in the common’ course of law, for the 
crimes whereof he is accused in this bill, it 
must be, either by your lordships, as a member 
of this house; or by the judges and a jury in 
Westminsterhall. I would not at present say 
which, because it would lead me out of the 
way: But in this case, if either your lordships, 
or the judges below, shoald pass sentence upon 
hitn tor the treason of which he ts bere accused, 
that sente.:ce would, ipso facto, deprive him 
of his bishoprick. I shall add vo more but this 
one observation, That the way that is now 
taken to deprive him, is the only way that I 
know of, wherein the bishops can have any 
part in the sentence of deprivation. The neat 
th ng that was suggested from the bar, parti- 
cularly to this bench, was, That we should con- 
sider well what we are doing, aud have a care 
that we do not, by concurring in this bill, 
make our titles to our bisboprics precarious. 
As to this admonition, the answer is very easy ; 
That it becomes us, as we have the honour to 
have seuts in Parliament, to take care tn do 
justice, as, on the one side, to the prisoner, so, 
on the other side, to our king and country: 
and to trust in God, that in so doing we shall 
neither hurt ourselves, nor our successors. 
But, so far as just judges may lock to events, 
the argument seems to me to lie the other way: 
For, if for want of doing justice against traitors 
to king George, the Pretender should happen 
to prevail, (which God avert) the title of Pro- 
testant bishops is like to be very precarious 
indeed. As to the power of Parliament to 
 n bills of this kind, the Parliament always 

ad it, has frequently exercised it, and always 
must have it, it being essential to the very 
being of the supreme power. The lives and 


liberties of every man in England are subject | 


to it; and though the exercise of this power 
may be dangerous to persons, who will venture 
upon treasonable practices, trusting to their 
cunning and artifice to skreen them from the 
law, yet I have that confidence in the integrity 
and justice of the crown, and two Houses of 
Parliament, that so long as this example is fol- 
lowed, of giving a full and fair hearing to tbe 


persons accused, innocent men cannot easily. 


suffer; or in all events, that if corruption or 
faction should ever so far prevail, that there 
should be danger to innocent persons, it will be 
much easier to corrupt witnesses or juries, or, 
to find other methods to destroy them, than 
it will be to prevail upon a parliament to do it: 
As I am persuaded that, in this particular case, 
had there been any corruption, some other 
method would have been found out, more 
effectually to come at the person concerned, 
than this is like to do. 

_ The last particular that the bishop peculiarly 
addressed to the bench, was, That we would 
consider the words of St. Paul to Timothy; 
‘against an elder receive not an accusation, 
“but before two or three witnesses.” The 
sense of which words his lordship understood 
to be, That an accusation should not be so 
much as received against an elder or presbyter, 
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and much less against a bishop, but apon the 
oaths of two or three witnesses. In answer fo 
this, I beg leave to observe, that our translation 
renders the word, not, upon the oaths; but, be- 
fore two or three witnesses: which seems to 
import a very different sense from that his 
lordship puts zee thein. But, not to enter 
into any critical examination of the truth of our 
translation, or what the real sense of the 
words is, I only make these two short observa- 
tions: First, That the sense the bishop puts 
upon them, that an accusation against a pres- 
byter or bishop, must not be so much as re- 
ceived into court, but upon the oaths of two or 
more witnesses, is not practised in the church 
of England ; and, 1 believe, never was prac- 
tised in any christian church whatever. The 
second observation is, That whdtever be the 
sense of these words, it regards only the con- 
duct of a bishop towards bis presbyters; but 
certainly was never intended to give a law to 
the supreme power of a kingdom, in its pro-~ 
ceedings in cases of high treason, against any 
subject whatsoever. Bat the bishop urges 
further, that the Jewish law did require at least 
two or more witnesses in all judicial proceed- 
ings; and from thence infers, that it ought to 
be so amongst us. To this it may be replied, 
that is # part of the judicial law of the Jews, 
which was not given to us, and therefore doth 
not oblige us any more than the rest of that 
law doth, except where the reason of the thing 
lays an obligation upon us. But indeed, I am 
of opinion, that that law doth oblige us, so far 
as it was intended to obuige them, and so far as 
it can be adapted to the infinite vanety of 
cases, that must happen in judicial matters. 

| That law is very short, and therefore must 
leave many questions that may be made about 
it undetermined: I shall take notice of these 
two only; The first is, Whether the meaning 
of it be, that all controversies and accusations 
whatever, must be determined by witnesses 
and no other -way? Or, whether upon sup- 
position that the matter be, to be determined 
solely by witnesses, and no light can be 
brought to it any other way: that then the 
witnesses must be at least two; the second 1s, 
whether those witnesses must swear directly to 

the fact: For instance, that they saw such a 
man murder another, or the like; or whether 

, it may not be sufficient that they swear to such 

circumstances, as infer a strong and violent 

presumption, that such a fact was committed 
by such a person? ‘These things are left 
undetermined in that short law of the Jews ; 
but are sufficiently determined by the nature 
| of the thing; and by the laws of all nations, 
and particularly of our own. It is true in- 
ae that in cases of high-treason, we have 
from political considerations determined, that 
there ust be two positive witnesses, to some 
one or more overt acts of the same treason ; 

_ hut, as to all other crimes, that equally affect 

‘the lives and estates of all the subjects of 

| England, this is not the case; and men may by 

| law lose their lives, when there is Rot so much 
| 


' 
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ts one positive witness to the fact. I beg leave 
to explain this in the words of my lord chief 
justice Coke, (1 Instit. fol. 6.) ‘ When a trial is 
‘by witnesses regularly, the affirmative ought 
‘tobe proved by two or three witnesses ;——~ 
* but de the trial is by verdict of twelve 
‘men, there the judgment is not given upon 

‘witnewes, or other kind of evidences, Lut 
‘upon the verdict ; and upon such evidence as 
‘is givento the jury, they give their verdict ; 

‘md many times juries, together with 

‘ other matter, are much induced by presump- 

‘tons,’ And indeed, if no man could be con- 
victed of murder or robbery, or other crimes of 

that nature, but by two positive witnesses that 
sae the fact done, nothing would be easier or 
safer, than the commission of those crimes ; 
aadno man could have any security, either for 

is peronow his estate: And therefore, if in 
cases of higla-treason our law requires positive 
witnesses, it is not from any moral necessity, 
OF point of conscience; tut from political 
reasons,.which must, and always will be, sub- 
ject to the judgment of parliament. 

‘Having now done with what was from the 
bar peculiarly applied to this bench, I now beg 
your lordships’ leave to proceed more directly 
to the bill itself. 

Aod here two things are necessary to be 
considered, in order to convince your lordships, 
that it is a bill fit to he passed. The first is, 
the lawfulness of it; the: second is, the pru- 
dence or expediency of it. As to the lawful- 
bess of it, it will be.necessary also to consider, 
first, Whether your manner of proceeding in 
this bill be lawful? Secondly, Whether the 
bishop be really guilty of the crimes charged 
upon him. 

As to the manner of proceeding, many 
things have been objected; That it is b way 
of bill, and not a trial in the course of law; 

evidence has been admitted, that would 
hot have been admitted in any of our courts ; 
That these things are contrary to the liberty of 
the subject; That every subject has a right to 
the laws of his country: and that he has an 
Injury done him, if he be denied the benefit of 
them: This I take to he the sum of what has 

n objected against the justice of your pro- 
ceedings in this Lill. 

n answer to these objections, I beg leave to 
Consider, first, wherein the liberty of England 
Consists, which is a point commonly pretty 
mach mistaken. Many people are apt to 
Imagine, that the difference betwixt us and 
‘ome of our neighbouring ‘countries, is, that 
they are under absolute power, and we are not; 
Whereas in truth all countries, that are supreme 
Within themselves, have equally an absolute 
power; and in the nature of the thing it can- 
hot possibly be other-wise: No povernmnent can 
whsist, if there be not a power in it, to change, 
len entes to suspend, or dispense with its 

“ws as Necessity or conveniency shall require, 
wich is what we call absolute power; and 
therefore, the difference betwixt one govern- 
ment and another, does not lie in this, that ove 
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has such a power and the other has not; but 
lies merely in the difference of the hands, in 
which this power is placed; where this is 
placed in one hand, in the king, we call that 
an absolute monarchy : Where this is not solely. 
in the king, but only as he acts in con- 
Junction with the states of the kingdom, that 
we call a limited monarchy; and the people 
thet live under such government, are called 
a free people; because they live under set 
laws, which could not at first be made, nor can 
afterwards be altered or dispensed with, but 
by their own consent: However, there is still 
in such countries, a power, equally above all - 
their laws, as there is in the most absolute mo- 
narchy in the world. What I have said upon 
this first head, will in a great measure explain a 
second question: What that right is, which the 
subjects of this country have to its laws? 
Which is in short, a right to claim the beneft 
of them against the crown, or any court acting 
under the crown, till the states of the kingdom, 
(which are virtually every man in the king- 
dom) think fit to consent to the alteration of 
them. The king is indeed supreme, but his 
power is only according to the laws in being ; 
by them he 1s bound to act, and if any of his 
officers act contrary.to them, what they do is 
null and void ; and they are punishable for it; 
and the subjects have a claim of right against 
them: But if the king and his people think 
fitto come to a new agreement to alter any 
such law, there is an end of aH claim of right in 
the subject: The claim is taken away by their 
own consent; for, as I said before, every man 
in the kingdom virtually consents to what is 
done by an act of parliament. And there is 
an absolute necessity, that there should be such 
a power as this in every country ; for the state 
of human affairs is so changeable, that it does 
not admit of any set of unalterable laws. 
What is good at one time may be destructive at 
another; and what is generally good, may, 
under particular circumstances, require a dis- 
pensation by a proper authority. And here, 
give me leave to observe to your lordships, the 
difference there is betwixt the eternal laws of 
Justice and righteousness, and all positive laws 
whatever. That as to the first, We are made 
for them, and the nearer we do in all things 
conform to them, the more noble and lovely, 
and excellent creatures we aré: But as to 
positive laws, they are all made for us; and 
the more they conform to us, the more th 
obviate all our wants and difficulties; the 
more they answer to all our necessities, the 
better they are. 

As to what is complained of, that your lord- 
ships have admitted evidence to be read, that 
would not have been admitted in the courts 
below: I conceive, that acting in the capacity 

ou now do, you have a full power to do it, and 
have not broken any of the general rules of 
justice by it. You have let in all the light, 
that you thought might be proper to give you s 
full knowledge of the matter; and in the ca- 
pacity you now act, I cannot but humbly be of 
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ppiniop, if was your duty to do so; but in 
forming of your judgments, I take for granted, 
ghat your lordships will distinguish, and lay no 
gnore weight upon any thing than it deserves. 


As to the rules of receiving evidence in West- ! 


minster-hall, I conccive, that they are no part 


of natural justice, but only artificial rules fram- | 
ind no courts, but as ; 


ed for conyeuiency, and 
they have agreed to ticin, and so are became 
the customs of the court. That these rules 


re, no part of natural justice appears ircm ° 


ence, that even among ourselves they are 
he ae . : . i - 4 
@idereut in diferent courts: tuat those used in 


our courts, are very dicrent froin those used in! 


other countries: that they diver here, accord- 
ny to the diferent causes or ciutnes that are to 
e tried. Nay, they are so far trom being fun- , 


Mamental parts of justice, that they must re- ' 


quire a good deal of time and art to form them. 
fiud I am persuaded, that was a person of good 
Patural sense, who knows nothing of the law, | 
asked his opinion, be would.be apt to think it 
to be a part of natural justice, that every per- 
on that prosecuted a cause in any court, should 


jbe at liberty to produce before that court what- | 


ever he thought material to his cause: and 
there is no doubt but that this was the original 
way of proceeding; but that in process of time, 
<when courts came to have a good deal of busi- | 
yness, and they found by experience, that this: 
way of laying every thing before them, tended 
to lengthen causes (which was especially incon-_ 
yenient where juries are concerned, who must: 
end a cause befure they part) these rules were. 
radually found cut, which, though they may 
fe generally convenient, yet may sometimes 
hinder justice, by not sutfering all the light 
;to caine into the court that may be material jn’ 
the cause, 
I now come to consider the second and main: 
point of justice to be regarded in this biil, 
which is, Whether the bishop be guilty, ornor,: 
of the treasonable practices charged upoa him. 
in it: and in this I shall be the shorter, because. 
your lordships bave heard the evidence on both 
Sides, and all that lias,been said from the bar, 
sby both sides upon. 
The cause of Kelly js so connected with that 
of the Bisuup, that I must beg leave to speak a 
few words to the one, befure I proceed to the 
other, As to Kelly, I would observe, in the 
first place, that one strong presumption of his 
guilcis, That when he was tirse taken up he re-- 
sisted ihe officers; that he se'zed his sword und. 
“same papers that had been taken away from. 
him, and was resolute to burn those papers, 
though with the apparent hazard of his own 
hfe; and being guilty of the murder of one of, 
the officers that had seized him. [nthe next! 
place, itis proved, That after he was taken up, 
the peaple at his lodgings burned the rest of 
his papers; a plain evidence, that they who 
anew his manner of life and conversation, sus- 
pected that he was guilty; and this is agrceable: 
to what Neynoe told the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, that there, was at that time agene- 
Sal bursijng of papers. Thirdly, Another Pre 


“much of your lordships” time, and produ 


themselves have proved that he was a 


sumption of his guilt is, That when be was 


] taken up the second time, he offered several 


sums of money to the people of the house where 
he was in custody, to suffer him to escape } 
these things I mention, not as full proofs of his 
guilt, but as strong presuniptions, that make 
every thing else that 1s sworn against him very 
credible. “The chief evidences of his guilt, are 
a great number of intercepted létters, both 
from bim and to him, containing treasunable 
matters: th se froin him, are, by several wite 
nesses, proved to be his hand-writing, particu- 
lariy by the officers of the post-uttice, who took 
them and transcribed them: and as to those to 
lim, several witnesses have proved, that he 
gave orders at several public huuses to take 
them in when they came from the post ; that he 
himself received thein from thence, opened an 
read them. And it is also further proved, that 
answers were returned to them in bis own 
hand-writing. These things I take to be plain 
and strong evidences of his guilt. ot. 
As to the person concerned in this bill, though 

it be a great trouble to me to think, that any 
bishop of this church should be guilty of so fou 
a crime, as that objected to hin; vet I cannot 
but be of opinion, that if he be really guilty, 
the interest of our cliurch, as wel! as justice to 
our king and country, do require that ne should 
be convicted and punished. And indeed I can- 
not but be of opinion, that whoever believes 
Kelly to he guilty, must believe the bishop to 
be guilty too. I shall not insist upon what 1s 
called hearsay evidence, though there be a great 
deal of it against the bishop, only must observe, 
thatthe conduct of a Protestant bishop must 
shave been very odd and unaccountable, if he be 
innocent; that so many Jacobites (as have done 
in this case) should qdeclare, that they not only 
esteemed him to be in the plot, but to be the 
chief conductor of it. It is however ht to say 
something as to the case of Neynoe, because 
‘the bishop and his counsel have taken up $0 

: ced 0 
many witnesses to prove him a knave. I di 
indeed myself always think him to bea knave, 
and that nothing that he said was to be believed 
merely upon his authority ; but on saa 
side, the testimony of the greatest knave In the 
world may be taken against himself; and the 
Jacobite, 
and thoroughly in that interest, even when he 
was inaking soine discoveries against them ; 
and therefure what he says in thai respect el 
some weight, as being against persons Sle: 
he favoured, and would burt as little as poss! a 
same other things that he said are also a 
firmed by concurrent circumstances, and v bi 
discoveries; and these may have their be i 
though he were never so great a knave. ais 
of the things that he said in his confession, yh 
That he frequently went with eae ceeey 
bishop of Rochester’s, and left him so at 
Kelly told him) to write his letters. 106? 
coal qed BY a credible witness at our b u 

ee d to be frequently 
who swears, that Neynoe use “three oF 
Jat his house, and. told him,,o¢ least fxs 
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four times, that he waited there for a sensible | 


ingenious gentleman, that was gone about bu- 
ines to the bishop of Rochester: he did not 
indeed tell him the name, but the thing seems 
tome to look stronger than if he had, because 
it would have Jooked more like a piece of art 
and contrivance to have told the name of a 
mao, whom he knew to be gone to the bishop 
about acnminal correspondence. I only beg 
Jeave wo take notice of one thing more elaine 
to Neynoe; the bishup’s witnesses have fully 
proved that Neynoe told them, that the Chan- 
¢ellor of the Exchequer had given him several 
juus of money, to endeavour to get out of 
Kely the explication of the cant names that 
were wed in the correspondence, and that he 
bad promised him much greater sums, if he 
wuld go to France and get it out of Dillon, 
ux the Jacobites there: the inference from 
wlich I take to be very plain, that the comrt 
did not then know who the persons were that 
were desigaed by those cant names, and that 
they did believe that Kelly did know, and that 
Diilon and the Jacobites in France knew too ; 
wlsh effectually and fully confutes the sugges- 
tion of the bishop, of which he did not brin 
the least proof, that the plot was a contrivance 
@! persons in power. 
text thing I beg leave to take notice of 
relating to the bishop, is a letter, taken among 
Papers, from a lady of great quality, of 
mbich the bishop, though it was objected to bi 
y the counsel for the bill, has taken no notice, 
which I conceive he would and ought to have 
done, it been pussible to give any fair 
account of it. The lady (the dutchess of Or- 
mond) io that letter tells him, * That she sent 
something that she had received, she could not 
tell for whom, but let it be for whom it would, 
- she thooght he might be trusted, and that it 
could not be put into better hands:’ a strong 
tspicion this, considering all citcumstances, 
that bere was a correscondenge by cant names, 
which the Ft Ptas not certainly bane but he- 
lieved the bisbop might; or however, that he 
vas, 10 all events, a person to be trusted. 
Another very suspicious circumstance against 
nner 1s, the letters from captain Hal- 
i this same captain Halstead, a little before 
Da in his ship to fetch over the duke of 
~Mmund, waited upon the bishop, and stayed . 
with him an hour. This thing indeed directly 
Proves nothing, but, all things considered, is 
he Saspicious ; and the more so, because the. 
shop has given no account, either of his ac- , 
ee with him in general, or of the par-. 
cular reason of that Visit, at a time that leaves 
* much ground to suspect the worst. The 
aay icular that deserves your lordships’ 
cite eration, 1s, the letter to Dubois, found. 
og the bishop’s papers when he was taken 
‘ oe atin cea seal with that let- 
; upon the bishop’s servant, which he 
Pace to be his own hand-writing. It is 
: eed proved that the letter to Dubois is 
d-writing of the bishop, but any body | 


; and, what has been proved at your bar, 


that reads it will easily be persuaded, that it is 
not the natural and ordinary way of writiog of 
any person, but a disguised hand like pring, 
except only some few letters, which éscapéd 
the care of the writer, and are very like thosé 
of the bishop: But, after a long extarhination, 
it appears plainly, that the seals afé the same 

and that the one could not be counterfeites 

from the other, because the first letter was 
originally taken with the seal broken, and was 
in thé possession of the House of Commons 
when the second lettet wa taken upon thé 
bishop's servant: It appears plainly by this 
letter to Dubois, that the person who wrote it 
was in a secret and dangerous correspondéiicé $ 
that he was an acquaintance of Mr. Johnson 6 

Kelly ; that hie received letters by his band, 
and wrote an answer in bis hand. How far all 
these circumstances, taken together, prove the 
bishop to be the author of this letter, f siibmit 
to your lordships’ judgment ; for my patt, £ 
thipk they do, especially considering, that the 
bishop has given, no account of it. ; 

I now proceed to the principal chiirge against 
the bishop, the dictating to Mr. Kelly the thre 
letters of the 20th of April, signed, one by the 
name of Janes, anothet by tlic name of iting 
ton, the third by the figures 1378, which the 
decypherers expldin by the Ictter R: The first 
directed to Mr. Chivers, gr, Dillon, ee second 
to Mr. Musgrave, or lord Mar, the ird to Mi. 
Jackson, or the Pretender. a 7 

t may be proper, before I take notice of the 
roofs, that the bishop did really dictate these 
letters. to take notice of an objection with re- 
spect to the time ; the letters are dated the Z0th, 
of April, and the bishop has produced five or 
six of his servants, who swear, that about that 
time be was so very ill, that he could not write 
himself, and that he did not sce any person to 


whom be could dictate these letters, To this je ° 


may be replied, that it does not appear that all 
the servants which the bishop then had, were 
produced before your lordships; and you can-~ 
not but be sensible, that treasonable practices 
are commonly carried on in a very secret way ; 
and it appears that the bishup’s correspondence 
with Kelly has been so carried on; for though 
there is plain evidence, that they were frequent- 
ly together, and that they Were acquainted, is 
confessed both by the bishop and Kelly, yet 
scarce any one of the servants produced would 
confess that ever they had seen Kelly, or heard 


‘of the name of Johnson, which was the name 


by which he went. In the next place, none of 
these witnesses prove that the bishop was so 
bad that he could see no company, till about 
the 16th or 17th of April; and it 1s very pro- 
babie, that the letters must have been dictated 
so long, if not longer, before the 20th, on which 
they are dated, because Kelly was to transcribe 
and put them into cypher, which is a work of 
time and care; and perhaps, after all, they 
might be designedly post-dated, that the bishop 
finding hunself going into a great fit of the gout, 
night have all that to plead which your lord- 
slips have heard, if the matcex shonid ever be 
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ealled in question. Upon all these considera- 
tions, I cannot but think it very clear, that the 
bishop might have dictated these letters: We 
are now therefore to examine whether he did 
or no, 

The first thing that brought light into this 
matter, was the small accident of a dng being 
sent from France, which by the intercepted let- 
ters, appeared to be sent to one that went by 
the names of Jones and Iilington. When Mrs. 
Barnes was examined before the council, upon 
Kelly’s being taken up, she was upon the re- 
serve, and would confess nothing that she 
thought might tend any way to hurt Kelly, but 
being asked about this little dog, who it was for, 
she readily answered, that Kelly had told ber, 
’ it was for the bishop of Rochester, which she 
has since confirmed by oeth at the bar of this 
House. This little accident, not suspected at 
the time of the discovery to be of any conse- 
quence, has given occasion since to look into 
80 many circumstances, as plainly bring the 
matter home to the bishop. And indeed, if all 
the particulars in the intercepted letters be 
compared with those things that are in proof 
with respect to the bishop, I believe your lord- 
ships will be of opinion, that they cannot all 
belong to any one person in the world besides 
himself. In the first place, since it is proved 
that Kelly wrote these letters, the person ‘who 
dictated them must have been an acquaintance 
‘of Kelly’s; it is confessed on all hands that the 
bishop was so. In the next place, it is implied 
in one of thé intercepted letters, that the person 
that went by the name of Jones and IIlingtoo 
was a clergyman; so far still agrees to the 
bishop. Again, this person is mentioned in all 
tne intercepted letters, as a person of great con- 
sequence and credit, upon whose advice the 
party very much depend: And indeed the very 
manner and air of writing the three letters 
plainly shew, that the person who wrote them 
shought himself so; this also agrees with all 
the other discoveries about the bishup. Were 
there no other particulars but these, it will be 
~ hard to imagine that they could well belong to 
any other person ; but if we consider farther, 
that this Jones or Illington came to town such 
a day of the month, went out of town such ano- 
ther day of the month, came back again to 
town such another day, was himself sick at such 
® time, that his wife was sick at such another 
time, and that she died at such a time; 
all which are an evidence with respect to the 
bishop; if we do, I say, consider all these cir- 
cumstances together, it will plainly appear, that 
they can belong to no other man in the world 
but the bishop. 

After this, I humbly apprehend nothing need 
be said; however I beg Jeave just to mention 
something relating to the letter that was taken 
upon the bishop’s servant ; by the whole air of 
which letter, it looks as coming from s person 
who did not esteem himself to be innocent, but 
who thought that nothing could be legally 
proved against him; and therefore there is not 
ene word of his innocence in it, which is the 
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first thought that must naturally have come 
into the head of atty one that really was so; 
he writes wholly with the air ofa man that had 
been used to iotrigues; speaks of the concern 
that his friends should have for bim and the 
cause; discourses largely about the kind of 
evidence that was against him; takes notice ia 

articular what cannot affect him, ‘ If’ says 

e ‘the Narrative’ or Report ‘ relates chiefly to 
‘ Neynoe’s, Semple’s and Layer's affairs, so far 
‘it cannot affect me, for I never heard of the 
‘names of either of the three, tll after this 
‘ plot broke out.’ It is plain by these words, 
that he did not then know what was in the 
Narrative against him, hut he is very sure that 
neither Neynoe, nor Sémple, nor Layer could 
affect him. Could an innocent inan have thus 
distinguished, and could not they have affected 
him as much as any body else, if he really was 
innoceat? Nothing can affect such a person 
but forgery, and that may come from any 
quarter; but in the whole letter he does not 
express the least suspicion of furgety; and yet 
this is the first thought that must naturally have 
come into the head of an innocent person. I 
beg leave to hint at this one thing more, that 
as he says that these three persons could not 
affect him, because he never knew them; so 
accordingly they have not affected him, or said 
any thing of their own knowledge about him ; 
which is one good evidence, that what is said 
against him is not forged but real. 

Having spoken to the justice, I shall be « 
shorter upon the next head, which is the ex- 
pediency or prudence of this bill. Tad there 
been what we call legal evidence ‘ngainst the 
party concerned, your lordships, 1 take for 
granted, would not easily have gone into this 
extraordinary method of proceeding ; for though 
it cannot be doubted but that the Parliament 
have this power, whenever they think proper 
to make use of it, yet I do agree with the noble 
Lords, that it is a power not fit to be used, 
but where and when the public good requires 
we should use it, which I humbly conceive Is 
the case at preent. A most dangerous plot ° 
against the government has been discovered; & 
great number of letters and papers relating to 
it, have been laid before the two Houses of 
Parliament; ‘these have been printed and pub- 
lished by order of both Houses: The eyes not 
only of our own country, but of all Europe, 
are upon us to see what we will do, though the 
evidence of a plot in general be as clear as the 
light, and the evidcnce agaist several particu. 
lar persons very plain; yet, as our laws are, it 
is not what we call legal evidence; the partes 
concerned will make no confessiun, and we have 
not the methods used in all other countries, to 
extort confessions from them: What then? 
Shall we see our king and country in danger, 
and do nothing for thetn ? Shall conspirators £0 
on with total impunity, only because they areob- 
stinate, and artificially skreen themselves behind 
the law? I doubt, my Lords, that if this prove 
the case, we shall appear ridiculous in the eyes 
ofall the world; that our friends and enemies, 
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rs 
305] ° 
both at home and nbroad, will think that we 
have no zeal for the preservation of our king 
aud government; and if once they do think 
30, your lordsbips cannot but be all sensible, bow 
this mast encourage our enemies and discou- 
rege our friends, and bring us into that con- 
temptible state, in which no government was 
ever long supported. 

Bat a noble lord (lord Cowper) has been 
pleased to observe, that the best way to serve 
the government, is to do popular things, and by 
that to procure the love of the people. 3 per- 
fectly agree in this, and cannot but be of opi- 
Dion, that this government has done so, as far 
asithas been able: our religion has been pre- 
served; justice has been equally administered 
toall sorts of people; none of our rights or 
liberties have been invaded ; we have lived in 

at home, while many other countries 

ve suffered all the miseries of war; these are, 
or] am sure should he, esteemed popnlar 
things: And if some other things, which might 
have been for the good of the people, have not 
been done, it has been the fault of those that 
Complain most, and nut of the goverament. 
Aad if there be discontents now in the king- 
dom, itis plain that the foundation of them 
was laid long ago by the enemies to our present 
happy settlement: For I am persuaded, that 
the discontents were higher and greater within 
four mouths after the king came to England, 


and shewed! themselves much more, in a DUM. 


ber of rebellious riots and tumults, than any 
thing that appears at present, and yet nothing 
then could be objected to the government, but 
that some persons were not preferred, who 
both before and since Aave made it too plain 
that they were not fit to be trusted. But as it 
is the duty of those in power, to do all the po- 
pular things they can; so, I must beg leave to 
observe, that it is the duty of all the subjects, 
(aod the greater they are the more it is their 
duty) tv put the best interpretation upon the 
actions of the government, that things will 
bear; not. to misrepresent; not to put false 
colours upon things; and much more not to 


invent lies and slanders, and disperse them up 


and down the kingdom, in order to alienate the 
affections of the people: These things have 
ea done, and done with great care and di- 
ligence, and by some ton, who would take it 
very ill to be called Jacobites. These are the 
chief causes of the disaffection among us, and 
indeed of all the real grievances we labour-un- 
der. Isthe king forced to put the nation to 
charges, to keep up a greater number of forces 
thaa otherwise would be needful? It is entirely 
Owing to thiscause. Are our debts not paid? 
Is our creqit nut so good as we would be glad 
to have it! Let this artificial raising of discon- 
tents once Cease, and these things will quickly 
mend of themselves. Indeed, were this a time 
fort, I think it might plainly be proved, that 

debts we labour under had never been con- 
tracted, but for this absurd discontented hu- 
mour: Nay, it is to this, that we entirely owe 
the danger we are io from this very plot; for it 

Vo. VI, 
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is plain from all the intelligence we have abous 
it, that it was carried on upon the confidence 
that all discontented persons were Jacobites ; 
and though the conspirators did in this greatly 
deceive themselves; yet it is certain, that they 
built their hopes upon this foundation. 

But it is farther said by the same noble lord, 
that this extraordinary way of proceeding will . 
not procure friends to the king; but will rather 
anger and provoke, and so hurt his interest in- 
stead of helping it. To this I answer, that I 
do indeed suspect, that many peuple will be | 
angry; as I hear that the Jacobites through. 
the kingdom are: A plain evidence this, that 
they do not think that the friends of king 
George are worrying one another ; for they 
would uot be angry at that. Those that most 
desire to destroy our liberties, are become, upon 
this occasion, the great patrons of liberty; as 
indeed they have been in a great measure ever 
since the Revolution, when any thing has been 
proposed for the support of the government. 
No soouer-were their schemes of arbitrar 
power in the tine of king James overturned, 
and a new government settled which they did 
not hke, but they, in order to destroy it, set 
themselves against every thing that was neces- 
sary for its defence, under the colour of liberty ¢ 
that is, they desired to have their own hands as 
loose as possible, to hurt it; and the hands of 
the government as much tied up as possible, . 
that it should not be able, either to hurt them, 
or defend itself. Thus at present, they clamour 
against the additional forces, though establish- 
ed by Parliament; and against all methods, ei- 
ther to discover or punish the conspiracy., And 
they judge right in this for their cause, because, 
if they could bave carried these points to their 
mind, they might then be more free in carrying 
on their plots, and with less danger put them 
in execution. For these reasons I take for 
granted, that all these peeple will be angry ; 
but I cannm but be of opinion that it is much 
better they should be angry witb us for detend- 
ing ourselves, than that they should, first,-sneer 
at us, as fools for neglecting our defence, and 
then be able more easily to undo us. | 

As to others, that possibly may be displeased ~ 
at what we are now doing, [ would hope, that 
a little time and consideration will set them 
right, and convince them, that it is not only 
just, but (all things considered) necessary to be 
done; because, if the Parliament do, upon this 
occasion, shew their zeal in the defence of the 
government, it will animate and give courage 
to the friends of it, both at home and abroad. 
Foreign powers will be apt to court the friend- 
ship of a prince, at the bead of a mighty king- 
dom, if they see, that he and his posterity are 
like to continue there: All the affairs of the 
kingdom, which respect them, will be managed 
with more ease, with more honour, and with 
less expence; and they will be inclined, not to 
foment, but to discover plots, if they come to 
their knowledge. But on the contrary, if we 
give them any reasons to suspect, that we look 
se way, ‘they will quickly do so too, and 
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strive which shall be forwardest to help the 
Pretender to involve as in bload and ruin. 
And as to the subjects at home, I woald only 
observe, that all mankind are apt to shew most 
seal for a government, when they think it safe, 
and like to stand, and be able to protect them : 
But to suspect the contrary, is a most danger- 


ous temptation to the fidelity of subjects, as | 


hes been seen by the experience of all ages. 
And therefore I hope, that your lordsiips will, 
by your ananimity and zeal in this matter, 
effectually convince the world, that the danger 
does and shall lie, in opposing, and not in de- 
fending the present goverament. 

I hope what I have been saying, bas con- 
vinced your lordships, both of the justice and 
prudence of this bill; give me leave to ob- 
serve, that your moderation has beea very 
reat too, both in giving so full and fair a hear- 
ing, and in making the penalties so much 
less than the crimes deserve. It is not above 
a year since the Plot was first discovered; a 
Piot of a most desperate nature, to seize the 

ersons of the king and prince, and to bring 
na Popish Pretender uponus. The execution 
of which, was to be begun by seizing the Tower, 
and attacking tne city of London on all sides ; 
and was thence to soread itself into all parts of 
the kingdom. Lord! what confusion, what 
murders; what plundering; what burnings 
must this have caused? Whatever had been 
the issue, the very attempt must probably have 
occasioned the sacking and burning of this great 
city: The utter loss at once ef all public cre- 
dit: The murder of infinite numbers of peo- 
ple: The astonishment and amazement, and 
andoing of almost all, but of those vile wretches 
. who would have had the plundering of all 
sides: If it had gone on, how many of the no- 
ble lords that I now see, would have been be- 
fore this in their graves? ButI forbear going 
any further in this tragical representation, and 
desire only to observe, that though it has been 
discovered about a year, how very little of it we 
yet know; and I do appeal to your lordships’ 
consideration, who know the state of the world 
very well, whether there be any country in it, 
either bond or free, which, had they discovered 
but a fith part of what we know of a plot of 
this nature, would not in a week’s time, have 
found means to get to the bottom of it. How- 
ever, my lords, I still commend your modera- 
tion, and do hope, that we sball never find 
season to repent of it, and that this little which 
is now voing, will be a warning to conspirators 
not to provoke further the patience of an in- 
jured nation. I doubt not but upon this, and 
all other occasions, your lordships will be ready 
to stand by a wise, and a good, and a merciful 
prince, and that you will, according to your 
oaths, defend him against all treasons, and 
traiterous conspiracies whatsoever. And inthe 
last place, give me leave as a Christian and a 
Protestant bishop, to hope yuu will do your 
best that a Pupish Pretender may never be set 
at the head of this Protestant church: one, 


who must think himself bound in conscience to 


f 


destroy it, and, instead of that pure religion 
which we now enjoy, bring in horrible super 
stition and idolatry, nonsense and tyranny, at- 
tended with all the sad calamities, which Po- 
pish princes always have brought, and always 
must bring upon Protestant countries. 


The Bishop of Chester® spoke next, and 


owned, That extraordinary proceedings may be 
recurred to, upon extraordinary occasions, and 
when they are cvidently necessary for the pre- 
servation of the state; but that this was very 
far from the present case, since the conspiracy, 
in which the bishop of Rochester was charged 
to have had a share, had been discovered and 


before. He was answered 


aan Ga lon 
by the Bishop of Lincoin,*® to whom | 


The Duke of Wharton replied as follows : 
My Lords, . 
Some words which bave fallen from the re- 


verend prelate who spoke last, have made it, in 
some measure, necessary for me to trouble 
your lordships with the reasons that induced me 
to differ with him in opinion, and to give my 
negative to the bill now depending before us. 


If I do not misunderstand his lordship (and 
if I should mistake his meaning, I hope he will 


set me right) he was pleased to say, “ That per- 
sons without doors would be apt to cast dif- 


ferent reflections on the particular behaviour of 


every lord this day; That those who were for 
the passing of this biil, would be accused cf 
mulice and partiality, and. thore who were of 
contrary sentiments, would be branded with 


disaffection to the present happy establish- 


ment.” 


For my part, I am far from thinking, that 
considerations of this nature will have the 


least weight with any of your lordships, and am 


very certain, that every one, who gives his vote 
on this important occasion, has attended, with 
the greatest care, to the evidence that has been 
given at your bar, which is the foundation of 
this day’s debate. 

The proofs that have been brought to sup- 
port the charge, and the Bishop's defence, are 
to be thoroughly considered ; and when your 
lordships proceed according to the rules of jus 
tice, yeu will not fear nor value ally conse- 
quences which may attend the discharging of 
your duty. 

So far I will venture to affirm, that the best 
way to shew our zeal to his Majesty and the 
present government, is to act, in all cases, both 
in our judicial and legislative capacities, with 
that honour and impartiality, as ought to flou- 
rish in this great council of the nation. 

I could have wished the noble lords who 
have given their reasons for the passing this 
extraordinary law, would have entered into the 
particular circumstances of this case, and con- 
sidered it singly on its own merits, but instead 
of speaking on that head, I cannot but take no- 
tice, that they have wandered from that, which 
ought to have been their only consideration, 


* Dr. Gastrel. 4 Dr, Gibson. 
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into karped diecouress on bills of this nature iw 


Ishall not trouble this House with any ar- 
guaeats against attainders: many lords, of 
geater weight and abilities than myself, have 
already spoke fully to this point in the pre- 
ceding debates. 

Isball only so far agree with the reverend 
prelae who spoke before me, that it is proper, 
wecha power of punishing by bill should be 
vested in the legislature to be exercised on ex- 
Waordinary emergencies ; but then I must add, 

if ever that power is abused, if ever it is em- 
ployed o destroy innocent persons, it is evi- 
dent that the lives, liberties, and fortunes of 
every abject in Britain are in the utmost dan- 
ger and liable to be sacrificed to the fury of a 
party. It has been admitted, that every bill 
of pains and penalties is to stand upon its own 
bottom; and that the passing of one act of 
this nature, is mot to be brought as a prece- 
dent for the supporting of another, unless there 
be convincing evidence to enforce each case. 
And therefore the proper consideration now 
before us, is, whether the evidence offered 
agus the unfortunate prelate is sufficient to 
induce your lordships to believe him guilty of 
the beary crimes uf which he stands accused ? 
My Lords, 

Tshall take the liberty of considering the 
whole proofs that bave been brought on this 
scasion, both by way of charge, defence, re- 
ply, and rejoinder; and though I own myself 
very unequal to this task, yet, since no other 
lord, who could do it much better, has under- 
taken it, I think it my duty, asa peer, and as 
an Englishmag, to lay it before your lordships 
in the best manoer I am able. 

The method I shall observe, for the more 

Fetating of the case, shall be to lay every 
Particular branch uf evidence before you, and 
ta distinguish the several parts of the accusa- 
ton, and consider them separately, to avoid 
confusion, and to be the more exact in what I 

ve to offer, : 

I hope I shall have your lordships’ indul- 
Cence for taking up so much of your time as 

will require, bat I assure you I shall en- 

éeavour to be as brief as the nature of the 
thing will admit, and will intrude on your pa- 
Ueace as little as possible. 
I aust also desire your lordships will par 
don me, if I repeat several arguments that 
have been used by the counsel at the fbar, and 
WI even mention some things which fell from 
me 1a the debate on Mr. Kelly’s bill, whose 
Cate 3 very much interwoven with the present, 
#0 that it is alinost impossible to avoid it. 

Before I go avy farthe., I cannot but say, 

were these crimes plainly proved against 
the bishop of Rochester, bis sacred function 
tad station in the church would be aggravations 
of his guilt: but, as this is certain on the one 

ad, 0, on the other, your lordships will re- 
a very clear demonstration before you can 

Ok it possible for a bishop of the Protestant 

eburch, who has signalized himself in defence 


of the Reformation, and the only ane of that 
bench where he had lately the heacur of sitting, 
that ever wrote in favour of Martin Luther, 
[See the Bishop’s Defence, Li 285, ] to engage 
into a conspiracy for introducing Popery aud 


arbitrary power amongst us. 
My Lords, : 
. The counsel for the Bill opened the charge ~ 


with acquainting the House, that it was only 
to be supported by producing of decyphered 
letters, full of fictitious names and cant words ; 
they were so very fair as to confess, they had 
not one living wituess. that could charge the 
Bishop with any thing, nor even so much as @ 
letter under his own hand; therefore, on the 
first view, this manner of condemning on such 
kind of evidence, ought to require our utmost 
caution, lest we should establish a method, 
which our enemies may hereafter take to de- 
stroy the greatest and must innocent subject ia 
the kingdom. 

Mr..Wearg ® cited two cases, which he would 
willingly have us receive as precedents, to justi« 
fy the admitting of circumstantial evidence ; 
the one was the case of Ashton, who was con- 
demned on circumstances only ; but, my Lords, 
this was before the Treason-Act was passed, . 
which requires two positive witnesses, and no- 
thing could induce the legislature to pass that - 
law, but a thorough conviction of the danger 
that might attend the admitting of any proofs 
which were not positive or certain. ; 

The second case he cited was that of Harri- 
son, for the murder of Dr. Clinch, and the 
learned gentleman tells you, that it was the 
pulling out of a handkerchief that led to the dis- 
covery of that murder. tis very certain cir- 
cumstances may lead to the discovery of evi- 
deuce, but must be well supported before they 
can be converted into eonvincing proofs. 

The first piece of evidence that was offered at 
the bar, was the extracts of letters from abroad, 
which this House seems, in some measure, to 
have declared to be immaterial, when they did 
not so mucb as desire to see copies of the whole 
letters, nor the originals, and even admitied one 
to be read which was anonymous: But it will 
not be improper to observe, that through this 
whole correspondence, the bishop of Rochester 
is not named. And therefore I cannot see why 
they took up our time with reading papers quite 
foreign from this case; especially since every 
body allows there has been a conspiracy, which 
is the only fact to be gathered from this corres- 
pondence. : 

The next point which was attempted to be 
proved, was, That captain Halstead went to 
fetch the late duke of Ormond, and was at the 
deanery with the bishop before he embarked ; 
there are also two letters found in the bishop’s 
close-stoul from this gentleman to his lordship, 
which were read, and are only appomtments 
for visits, but mention nothing of this design 5 
and, I think, there was a coachman, that proved 


ae tga se et ne neers OCCA 
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Halstead was an hour with him some days be- 
fore he left London. ie 

This, my Lords, was opened as a matter of 
great importance ; but your lordships must re- 
apember, that the supposed design of Halstead’s 
bringing the late duke of Ormond into Ene- 
land, is only proved by hearsay. One of the 
crew belonging to the ship in which he went, 
has deposed, That it was the common report 
at Bilbua, thut Halstead came there on that 
errand. 

How far common fame is to prevail, I sub- 
mit: But if this hearsay were true, is every 

erson who was an hour with this gentleman 

efore his departure, supposed to be privy to 
this project? And what a strained construction 
I$ it to insinuate, the bishop of Rochester knew 
of his intention, because he received a visit 
‘from Halstead, who was a tenant under his 
bishopric? And thisis the more extraordinary, 
since it has not been sv much as pretended, 
that any correspondence has passed between 
the reverend prelate ani the late duke. 

They then produced letters directed to one 
Dumvill, which were decyphered. And Mr. 
Willes was examined to prove that they were 
rightly and justly explained. 


My Lords, 

It very well deserves your Jordships consi- 
deration, how far this kind of evidence is to be 
udmitted: It has appeared to your lordships 
by the oath of Mr. Willes himself, that it is an 
art which depends upon conjecture; for this 
gentleman has confessed, that every man is lia- 
ble to a mistake in this, as well as in other 
sciences; he tells you, that he and his brother 
decypherer varied in one or two instances: He 
allows, that the chasms, which they were forced 
to leave in those letters, might alter the sense 
of them. And, therefore, I cannot but think, 
that an accusation grounded on such proofs, is 
uncertain and precarious. 

The person who ts the decypherer, is not to 
be contured, and whut he says must be taken 
for granted, because the key cannot be pro- 
duced with satety to the public; and, con- 
sequently (if his conjectures be admitted to be 
evidence) our lives and fortunes must depend 
on the skill and honesty of decypherers, who 
may with safety impose on the legislature 
when there are nut means of contradicting them 
for want of seeing their key. 


My Lords, 

Tn the case of Coleman, the key was printed, 
as has been well observed by the counsel at the 
bar, and I am very much surprised, that gen- 
tlemen of such abilities and integrity, as the 
members of the secret committee in another 
place (who were go exact as to print the French 
originals to the translated Iectters, that the world 
might see how just and candid the prosecutors 
of the plot were) did not, for the satisfaction of 
the public, permit us to see the key in print, 
on the truth of which depends such a chain of 
consequences. 


Town myself intirely ignorant of this art ; |. 


but, as I should be very far from condemning 
a man on my own conjecture, I should much 
less do it on the conjectures of others. 

The greatest certainty human reasan knows, 
is & mathematical demonstration, and were I 
brought to your lordships’ bar to be tried upon 
a proposition of sir lsaac Newton’s, which he 
upon oath should swear to be true; I would 
appeal to your lordships, whether [ should not 
not be unjustly condemned, unless he produced 
his demonstration, that 1 might have the Irberty 
of enquiring into the truth of it, from men of 
equal skill? 

I cannot think any man will allow evidence 
of this nature to be good; but if in this case 
relating to the decyphered lJetters.to Damvill, 
your lordships should adinit it, there 1s nothing 
mentioned in them that can affect the bishop, 
neither is he at all named in them, but they 
are only brought to prove the conspiracy 10 ge- 
neral, , 

The examinations of Mr. Nevnoe are the 
next points that are laid before your lordships ; 
apd, indeed, ] must do the gentlemen at the 
bar the justice of saying, that they forbore men- 
tioning any thing of them, when they opened 
the charge. | 

They were so sensible that such ptoofs could 
not have the least weight to affect the bishop, 
that though in the case of Mr. Kelly they were 
produced against hin as very material to sup- 
port that bill, vet they did not think proper to 
name them against the bishop; which I am 
thoroughly persuaded, is owing to what appear- 
ed at your bar by the examination of Mr. Bing- 
ley, and the un.versal opinion which every 
person seemed to have of the villainy of Mr. 
Neynoe’s transactions. 

My Lord, 

These Examinations were never signed by 
the person, neither was he ever examined to 
them upon oath; so that, were they of cunse- 
quence, and he a person of credit, they could 
not be admitted to affect any person whatso- 
ever, in any court of justice or equity. Ido 
not mean, that they could not be read accord- 
ing to the strict rules of Westminster-hall; 
which is admitted on all sides they could not; 
but I dare affirm, that no credit can be given to 
them on any account whatsoever. 

The person was closely confiued, and conse- 
quently in the hands of the government, so that 
he was at that time under the greatest appre- 
hensions, which might, in some measure, prevent 
him from speaking truth, with that sincerity 
and candour, of which every person ought to be 
master, when he is examined on matters of such 
nice nature, ; 

Though these papers were intirely given up 
by the counsel for the bill, yet the extract of 
them was read, and they are the visible foun- 
dation of this charge ; and if they are insignifi- 
cant, the whole accusation falls to the grounds 
For the whole proof of the bishop’s dictating to 
Mr, Kelly, depends on Mr. Neynoe’s bare af 
firmation. — 

The whole of what Neynoe says, Or 38 sup- 
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poed to say, is, that Mr. Kelly told him he , 


wrote the bishop's letters for him; Mr. Kelly 
denies it, and Mr. Neynve was 80 conscious 
that he had been guilty of many crimes, that he 
endeavoured to withdraw from justice, and 
te providence of God, it is said, intercepted 
ea 


My Lords, 

If you will consider the improbabilities of 
thisevidence, although it were upon oath, and 
signed by bim, it cannot be supported. He 
tells you, that he was intrusted to draw up me- 
moralsto the Regent; yet none of those have 
been produced, and yet it is apparent the co- 
pes of then might’ with ease have been ob- 
tue, if he had been as thoroughly pressed 
— them, as he was to declare he wrote 


These memorials, he says, were wrote by the 
order of Mr. Henry Watson, whom be takes to 
be the late earl Marshal: And I am certain 
you lordships do not think that fact material, 
rben you came to a resolution, that the bishop 
of Rochester should not be at liberty to ask, if 
enquiry was made of the said Neynoe, or if he 
fave any satisfaction to the lords of the council, 
touching that important fact of Watson’s whom 
he took to be earl Marshal, lying with him se- 
veral nights. 

It was very well observed by a learned gen- 
leman atthe bar, That nobody can believe the 
late earl Marshal would have reposed so great 
@ confidence in a person, who was intirely a 
stranger to him, and of such little note; and 
the Jacobite party inust be in a low condition, 
when they make use.of such a creature to write 
Papers of that importance. 

re isso much improbability in this and 
other points, and so much contradictions in se- 
veral parts of his examinations, that they ap- 
Pear to me, and must tu all reasonable men, as 
the dictates of fear, and not agreeable to truth. 

He mentions, ‘That the reverend prelate, (for 
tuch { still may call him) had some favours of- 

fered him by the court; but tliat cannot be 
(rue, and must be added to the rest of these 
absurdities, 

Bat, My Lords, what in my opinion clears 
up all these matters, and makes it impossible 
rime to give the least credit to this, or an 
other part of the charge, are the several testi- 

Ponies of Bingley, Skeen and Stewart. 

I must observe to your lordships, That the 
two first persons, Bingley and Skeen, are ac- 
tually now in separate custodies; and conse- 
@ently, could have no communication one with 
another ~The third is at liberty ; but his tes- 
tmony is so thoroughly supported by Mr. Gor- 
don and Mr. Kynaston, that no doubt can 
ame ay to the veracity of it. 
the genttemen, who are in the hands of 

government, are under hopes and fears, and 
refore, It 18 certain, when they speak a 

Mgoage, which perhaps, may he disagreeable 
“ove on.whom they at present chiefly de- 


o % must be the spirit of truth that pre- 


Mr. Bingley was before us in the case of 
Kelly, and was also examined at the bar of ‘ 
the House of Commons, though not upon 
oath; and though he has been more severely 
treated, as he told your lordships, and more 
strictly confined since his first examination, yet 
he has persisted in his story; and though he . 
was so long at your har, and so many questions 
put to him, yet he never varied in any one 
circumstance, but appeared consistent through 
the whole course of his behaviour. 

I shail not detain your lordships with recapi- 
tulating his whole evidence, for I did it very 
fully on a former occasion. But your lordships 
will remember, he told you, Neynoe abounded 
in money, which Neynoe said, after he was ap~ | 
prehended at Deal, an honourable person 
(and on this occasion, I hope, I may name him) 


Mr. Walpule, gave him; and more particularly, 


he mentions 50/. which Neynoe gaid he re-: 
ceived the aight before he went to France. 

Bingley told your lordships, That Neynoe — 
had assured him, he used to meet this honour- 
able person in the Stable-Yard at Chelsea; 
and,-my lords, The errand on which he was: 
going to France, was to discover some secrets: 
relating to cyphers, which he would have. 
engaged Bingley to bave done for him; and 
particularly, to get them vif possible, our of 
Mr. Kelly; which, he said, could he obtain, 
would be of great advantage to him. . 

That Neynoe had declared to him, ‘He ° 
would be even with Mr. Kelly, before he was 
aware of it,’ or words to that effect’; and that 
Mr. Kelly ‘always seemed averse to any ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Neynoe, of whom he 
entertained a mean opinion. 

That Neynoe’s father refused him money, 
which makes it highly probable that his poverty 
was the occasion of his villainy; and that 
when he was taken at Deal, he had declared to 
him, Mr. Walpole expected to find the plot 
about him; and since Mr. Walpole could not, 
he must make: one for him. Neynce told 
Bingley, That this honourable person had 
vowed destruction to the bishop of Rochester, 
by saying, He would pull down the pride of 
this haughty prelate; which is sufficient to 
convince your lordships how little regard ought 
to be had to the hearsay evidence ‘of so false. 
a wretch, 

Mr. Bingley says, That part of this account 
he had given to the lords of the council; and I 
could have wished, that his examination (as 
well as some others to the same purpose, which 
were taken about the same time) lad been 
laid betore the Parliament. 

Mr. Skeen, who is also in custody, has de- 
posed, * That he lay in the same house with 
Neynoe and had some conversations with 
him. That Neynoe had told him, What he. 
had said of the bishop of Rochester was in- 
tirely false. And, That Mr. Walpole bad 
offered him a considerable annuity to turn evi- 
dence; and had given hii instructions before 
he was called in to the lords, what questions 
would be asked him, and what answers he 


wf 


should make; and threatened him with New- 
te if he would not comply. 

Skeen says further, That Neynoe swore (and 
I hope the reverend bench will, in such a case, 
permit me to repeat the words) by God, there 
were two plots; one of Mr. Walpole’s, against 
the protesting lords, and one otf his, to bite 
Mr. Walpole of money; and this seems to 
he the only time that ever Mr. Neynoe averred 
any thing upon oath. 

To convince the world, what a creature this 
Neynoe was, he tells Skeen further, That once 
at lord Townshend's office, he had ,a great in- 
elination to have stabbed the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. He tells you, That Nevnoe had 
wrote a paper to declare, that all he bad said of 
lerd Orrery was false. 

My Lords, 

The next witness was, Mr, Stewart, who was 
unfortunately in custody whem Neynoe was 
brought to town from Deal. 

Stewart says, That he slept the second night 
with Neynoe. That Neynoe bad told him 
what he had said of the bisiop was false; and 
that Mr. Walpole had offered him a great sum 
of money, if he would swear to what he said, 
and turn evidence, which he declared he could 
not do. Fhat Mr. Walpole had taken him into 
another room before he was examined, and 
told him what questions he would probably be 
asked, and what answers he should give. He 
says, That Neynoe told him also, that he bad 
like to have killed Mr. Walpole, and so put ap 
end to the plot: And that Mr. Walpole had 
given him a paper ot directions, which be was 
to answer, in order to be a witness against the 
protesting lords. 

As a confirmation of his testimony, Stewart 
snys, He told this to Mr. Gordon betore Mr. 
Neynoe was drowned, and to Mr. Kynaston he- 
fore the meeting of the parliament. 

Mr. Gordon confirms this part of his evi- 
dence, and assures your lordships, That he had 
heard it from Stewart before the death of 
Neynoe. And Mr. Kyuaston, a gentleman of 
gp uadvubted character, lately a member of 
Parliament for Shrewsbury, has assured your 
lordships, That he was acquainted with Mr. 
Stewart's account of Neynoe before the meet- 
lag of pigs ; and adds this circumstance, 
that when in the Appendix he saw those six 
questions printed, he shewed them to Stewart, 
who seemed rejoiced, and said, You see, Sir, 
what I told you is true. 

Such concurring testimonies from persons 
kept so separate, and who are speaking against 
their own private interest, must bave the 
greatest weight, and must at least prevent any 
rational and umpartial person from giving the 
least credit to the bare hearsay of this Philip 
Neynoe. 

If any doubt could remain, as to the validity 
of this testimony, it is sufficiently confirmed by 
the — brought to disprove it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer himself 
does not pretend to deny that noe told 
these things, but only adda other circum 
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stances te convince you of Neynoe’s willainy ; 
and assures you, That at the ume he was re- 
ceiving favours from him, he was thoroughly 
convinced he intended to cheat hum, which was 
the occasion of his being apprehended. He 
owned the transactions between them before 
Neynve went to France, and particularly the 
money mentioned by Bingley, which are proofs 
that Neynoe must have discovered these se- 
crets, since they could not come from Mr. 
Walpole, and he and Neynoe only were privy 
to it. Mr. Walpole bas shewn your lordships 
the foul draught of the questions mentioned by 
Stewart; and when he denies that part of 
Neynoe’s declaration, relating to the instruce 
tions given him befure the examinations, he 
owns he was twice alone with him, once the 
first night of bis being brought to town, and 
the second time, when he gave him the paper of 
directions, which might be foundation enough 
for Neynoe to frame so hotorious a falshood. 
The witnesses brought by the counsel for the 
bill, to the character of Mr. Bingley, seem 
rather to confirm it than otherwise; and all 
agree they never heard any thiug againss his 
morality. They indeed have said, he bore the 
character of a jacobite, and suffered for having 
dispersed a libel; But Mr. Baron Gilbert, who 
was his judge when that punishment was in- 
flicted on him, has told your lordships, that his 
private life was not vilified at his trial, and 
that neither perjury or forgery. was ever laid to 


‘bis door. 


Though the punishment he suffered was the 
pillory, yet it is the crime, and not the punish- 
ment, that makes the ignominy, and for this F 


can appeal to the learned judges. 


In order to destroy the evidence of Mr. Skeen, 
they produced one Pancier, who tells you, 
That Skeen had revealed many secrets to him 
relating to the plot, and particularly of a mili- 
tary chest, which was collected to carry on these 
supposed designs, and support the Jacobites. 
But I presume every body who heard the two 
persons at the bar, could not but remark the 
steadiness with which Mr. Skeen denied these 
asseverations, and the confusion with which 
the other afhrmed them. 

Mr. Pancier seemed to drop something, 
which entirely destroys any credit that could be 
given to him, by. saying, That he had. owned to 
Mr. Skeen, that be was a friend to this admini- 
stration, and yet has sworn, that after such a 
declaration, Skeen had still persisted in bis 
story, and revealed some part of this intelli- 
gence to him. How far this is probable, youn 
lordships are the best judges. 

Mr. Pancier goes further, and tells you, 
That part of this conversation happened in St. 
James’s park, in the presence of one Dufoun, 


This Dufour was in the hands of the govern- 


meant, and I cannot conceive why we have never 
seen him or his depositions, when it would have 
been so easy to have brought this corroborating 
witness to Mr. Pancier’s testimony. 

I cannot but thiak, that the not producing 
this man’s evidence is a strong circumstance te 
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convince year lordships he did not agree in the 
same story with Mr. Pancter. 

They pore paar Skeen’s attainder fer the 
Preston rebellion; bat there have been. many 
acu of grace since, so that be is capable of 
beingan evidence; and there has nothing ap- 
peared to traduce bis character as a man of 
morals. 

In order to shew your lordships, that Neynoe 
could not possibly make these confessions to 
Mr. Skeen and Mr. Stewart, the counsel for 
the bill maintain that they will prove Neynoe 
and the prisoners were not together after the 
first night. 

Thi, my lords, would be very material, bat 
I think it appears by the proofs brought to sup- 
pert thts assertion, that they frequéntly have 
conrersed one with another. 

The first witness they called was Mr. Craw- 
ford the messenger, in whose house the prison- 
ers were in custody were in custody, and, my 

Icannot but say, it seems very odd, they 
should bring a man to swear he had done his 
duty; he has told your lordships, That lord 
Townshend bad given him orders that Neynoe 
should be close confined; and if, after that, it 
should appear that he had neglected such di- 
Fecuons, there is no question but that he in- 
stntly, and deservedly, would bave been re- 
mored out of his employment, 

This messenger, in this situation, tells you, 
That after the first night they never conversed, 
to the best of his knowledge; that Mr. Skeea 
called Neynoe a rogue of an informer, and 
spoke in very hard terms of him; which I in- 
deed think it appears the fellow well deserved. 

Crawford says, That Mr. Neynve had some 
paper, two sheets of which he found missing. 
He likewise swears, That Mr. Stewart lay upon 
the stairs; and owns, he had at, that time two 
servant maids. 

Mrs. Crawford, his mother, swears, That, 
to the best of her knowledge, the prisusers 
Were never together; That she kept the keys 
of the rooms herself, but used to send up the 
maid, Hannah Wright, with the dinner, 
Your lordships will observe that both this 

womaa and her son swear to the best of their 
knowiedge only, and are far from positive wit- 
Desses, 


Hannah Wright, when she was first called, 
spoke in the same language with them, though 
the afterwards recollected herself better. 

When the bishop came to rejoin, Francis 
Wood, Thomas Wood, and Mr. Russel severnl- 
ly say, That this Hannah Wright had declared 
tothem, that sbe used to let the prisoners con- 
verse together whenever she had an opportu- 
nity, which was when Mr. Crawford and his 
mother were ont of the way; and that she used 
to stand upon the stairs and give notice when 
aay person came, that they might retire into 

t several rooms. And the other maid, 
whore name is Christian, bas deposed, That 
jannah gave the key of Neynoe’s room to 

, and several times desired Stewart to 
&° op to him, and that they were together an 


bour or two, And when Hannah was called a 
second time, she owned she was turned awa 
for suspicion of yeas hel Neynoe in his 
escape; That she has left Skeen’s door open, 
who Iny near Neynoe; and that there was a 
large hole in Neynoe’s door through which they 
might converse. 

She said, That Neynoe gave her a paper, 
which she was to convey for him, but that it 
was taken ont of her bosom, and burnt by one 
of the prisoners. . 

When Mr. Stewart said, That he sat upon 
Neynoe’s bed the second night, and lay in the 
garret where there wasa partition, but a commnu- 
nication between them ; Hannah said, She could 
not be positive to that, but believes it true. 

Mr. Crawford, when he was called to that 
point, according to his usual custom, denies it 
to the best of his knowledge. 

Your lordships will now judge, whether the 
greatest credit is to be given to the belief of a 
messenger and his mother, who are swearing 
that they did their duty, or to the pusitive oaths — 
of Skeen, Stewart, Gordon, Kynaston, Francis 
Wood, Thomas Wood, Russel, and Christian, 
coufirmed by the confession of Hanneh Wright, 
when she came to be cross-examined and con- 
fronted. 

This, my Lords, concludes what has appeéar- 
ed at the bar, relating to Mr. Neynoé and his 
transactions, andI am pretty certain every im- 
partial body must agree with me, that so far 
from giving the least credit to what he says, 
there have appeared such circumstances in the 
transactions which are now come to light, that 
must make the greatest caution necessary, be- 
fore we believe avy other part of the charge. 

Your lordships will take notice, that Mr. 
Crawford confesses Mr. Neynoe bad the use of 
paper, and found two sheets missing, and Han- 
nah Wright owns she had a paper from him, 
which was burnt by one of the prisoners. This, 
my Lords, undoubtedly was the paper re- 
lating to lord Orrery, mentioned by Skeen in 
his evidence. 

My Lords, 

I am now coming to the great and only 
foundation remaining to this bill: If Neynoe’s 
hearsay is not té be believed, which is the 
proof that was offered to shew that Mr. Kelly 
was the bishop's secretary, and used to write 
for him, and particularly, that the bishop di- 
rected three letters, which were wrote in Kelly's 
hand, and transmitted to France under cover 
to Monsieur Gordon le Fils. 

Every body must agree, that unless the dic- 
tating of these letters be clearly proved, the 
bishop ought to be acquitted ; and when, here- 
after, this great affair comes to be canvassed by 
posterity, it will stand or fall as this fact shall be 
strongly made appear. 

They first read Plunket’s cypher, and Mr. 
Van Radike attests it to be his hand-writing. 

When this piece of evidence was offered, | 
people were ata loss to know what they in- 
tended to make of it, and litle thought, that 
they should be drove to make use of Jackson, 
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standing for the Pretender in that cypher, to 
shew that the letter directed to Jackson (one 
of the three before mentioned affirmed to be 
dictated by the bishop of Rochester to Mr. 
Kelly) was to the Pretender; I shall take no- 
tice of this extraordinary proceeding when I 
come to consider those letters. I shall only 
say now, that were Mr. Plunket’s correspon- 
dence to be regarded, the plot is of a very deep 
nature, for he ths had the impudence to insi- 
nuate the most ridiculous aspersions against the 
greatest men amongst us. 

Three of his letters were read out of cypher, 
i106 two of which Mr. Johnson is named, that is, 
“Mr. Kelly, but neither Mr. Kelly, or the bishop 

, of Rochester are atlowed places in his cypher, 
and consequently were not in the. association 
with him, Johaoson is only spoke of by Plunket, 
when he is mentioning domestic news, and in 
no other manner than might be in every news- 
letter that went by the general post. 

My Lords, 

In order to shew that the three letters sent 
under cover to Mr. Gordon le Fils, were Mr. 
Kelly’s hand-writing, which they very justly 
thought was necessary to be made appear be- 
fore they proved that the bishop was concerned 
in them, they produced a Ictter of the 20th of 
- August, which a clerk of the post-office swears 

_ Was stopped at the general post-office. 

To convince us this letter is Mr. Kelly’s writing, 
Hutchins the messenger says, to the best of his 
knowledge, it is Mr, Kelly’s hand; and at the 
same time owns, he never saw him write till 
after his commitment, and then ‘he stoad by 
him while he wrote two letters, one to lord 
Townshend, the other to Mr. Delafaye; those 
‘letters were produced at the bar, and therefore 
évery lord in the House is as good a judge of 
the siinilitude as the messenger, who has latel 
been restored into favour, on what account I 
cannot tell. | 

If Mr. Kelly, during his confinement, coun- 
terfeited and disguised his hand, then the mes- 
senger’s evidence cannot be of any weight; and 
if he wrote as usual, then every person is equally 
capable of framing an opinion of it who sees the 

three letters. : | 

The next witness is Malone, who swears, he 
has seen him direct letters, but cannot tell how 

, long since he saw him write, or how often. 

‘The persons who contradict this evidence are 
$0 positive, so clear, and so concurring in their 
testimony, that no doubt can rise upon it. 

Mr. Bingley, when he was shewn this letter, 
swears it is not like his band-writing. 

Mr. Brown, a peruke maker, well versed and 
acqoainted with bis writing, when he was sbewn 
the letter of the 20th of August, and the date 
of it hid, by the counsel for the bill (so that he 
could not kaow what paper it was befure him) 
swears it is not his hand-writing: When the 
Tetter to Delafaye was produced, he declared, 
That was bis hand writing: When another 
paper was shewn, (I think, it was the marriage 
articles) he said that was more like his hand- 
writing than that the 20th of August, but he did 
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not believe it was wrote by him ; and when they 
questioned him gzpon the Jetter to lord Towns- 
hend, he swore it was Mr, Kelly’s band-writing. 

Mr. Pickering, who had occasion to know 
Mr. Kely’s hand, having lent him some money, 
and received several notes and letters from him 
during that transaction, does agree with Mr, 
Brown in every particular and most minute 
circumstance; which is a clear and evident 
proof, that this letter of the 20th of August was 
not wrote by Mr. Kelly. . 

The difference, which they tell your lord- 
ships, they observe between the cut of the let- 
ters in that of the 20th of August and the 
others, is, That one is longer and straiter, the 
other wider and shorter, which is obvious tu 
avy bodyAhat will look on both, and is a con- 
firmation of their veracity. 

‘The prosecutors of the plot might have prov- 
ed this better, and not have been driven to the 
testimony of a messenger to support this great 
foundation of their charge. It is notorious 
what search they have made for evidence of all 
kinds; and as Mr. Kelly“was educated ina 
college, they might easily have found credible 
witnesses to that point, if those letters had been 
wrote by him. . 

In the case of similitude of hands, when it 
bas been the most clearly and positively prov- 
ed, as on the trial of col. Sidney, it bas been 
esteemed to be cruel, that a man should be 
convicted on such kind of evidence; and the at- 
tainder of that unfortunate gentleman was re- 
versed for that reason. 

In Sidney's Trial, his bankers swore, They 
used to pay bills drawn byJim in the haod- 
writing they were shewn, and no persons could 
contradict them ; and yet the sentence against 
him was a great blemish to that reign. The 
great lord chief justice Holt, in the case of 
Crosby, refused to admit it; and the lord chief 
baron Bury, on Francia’s Trial, followed that 
example. 

At present, give me leave to say, There is no 
evidence that it is Mr. Kelly’s hand, and there 
is positive proof that it isnot. Therefore, we 
who live under so equitable, just, and happy @ 
government, can never convict a man, in these 
days of liberty, on such insufficient conjectures. 

hey next produced the three letters, which, 
they would insinuate, were wrote by Kelly, and 
dictated by the bishop, which were mentioned 
by me Lefure, and which were sworn by the 
clerks of the post office, to have been stopped 
going to France. ier 

The bishop desired to examine thein relating 
to these letters being detained, and would fain 
have known who took them out of the mail; 
this he thought was proper for him to demand, 
since he seemed to insinuate, That he question- 
ed their ever having been in the post-otice. 
Bur your lurdships would not suffer any inquiry 
to be made on this head, and voted it incon- 
sistent with the public sufety, and unnecessary 
fur the defence of the prisuner, to permit any 
further questions to be asked im relation to this 
important affair, 


~- 
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These honest gentlemen, the clerks of the 
post-othee, have deposed further, That the pa- 
pers produced, are true copies of the originals 
detained by them; though at the same time, 
they confess, they never examined them after 
abey had copied them. 

They positively swore further, That the ori- 
nals were of the same hand with the letter of 

the @0th of August, though they affirm this 

upod memory, never having marked any 
detter mn order to know it again; and one of 
them declared upon oath, that he did not be- 
lieve there could be’ such an imitation of 

Kelly's bacd as could deceive him, thongh the 
whole House agrees, that hands may be coun- 
— #0 as to deceive the men that wrote 


They own, they never compared two original 
letters between the 20th of August and the 
:hof April, though they might have stopped 
a letter one post, without prejudice to the go- 
vernment, in order to be more certain in their 
endence, 

Thus, my Lords, should this bill pass, this 
great man must fall by the dependance this 

sn must have on the memory of these 

rks, 

Mr, Lewis, who has long served in the se- 
Cretary's office, tells us, That frequently letters 
and seals used to be counterfeited; and, in a 
More particular manner, by one Brocket, who 
excelled so. much in this art, that he has 
cheated many persons, and has eo far deceived 
them, that they have not known his copy from 
their own originals. 

When these letters, thus attested, came to 
be read, ) are in cypher, so that it must 

again depend on the honesty of a decypherer, 
before they can possibly be made treasonable. 

Mr. Willes declares, ‘They were traly decy- 
Phered according to the best of his judgment 
and skill; and more particularly, that the 
bumber 1338, which 1s subscribed to the third 
letter directed to Jackson, stands for the letter 

k, Bat when some lords asked him a ques- 
tion, which perhaps bad he answered, might 

ve proved him te be onder a mistake; he 
tefuses tu give an answer, either in the affrma- 
live or negative, for fear of revealing his art. 
Your lordships thought proper to prevent any 

ther cross examination of this gentleman, by 
a resolution. 

Mr. Willes snys, He shewed these letters de- 
cyphered to my lord Townshend before he corn- 
Tounicated them to Mr. Corbiere, whois a clerk, 
in the secretary's office, and then says, That 
Mr. Corbiere and he agreed. 

_ Before these letters can yet prejudice the 
bishop, the cant names in them must be ex- 
Pluined according to the key which the prose- 
Cators of the plot have made; and in order to 
H, we mast believe, that Jackson stands fur the 

Tetender, because Mr. Plunket gave him thac 
tile in hiscypher. Can there be a greater ab- 
serdity than to imagine a person of the bishop of 

ochester’s capacity, should borrow a name 

that consequence, from eo insignificant a 


Constantly pretended they 


wretch as Plunket, who it.does not appear ever 
saw him? | 
Indeed, the counsel for the bill did not read 


‘these letters against the bishop, since they had 


no proof of his dictating of them, and they 
were only read on account of the general coa- 
spiracy. - 

I must observe, it was a great artifice of these 
‘learned gentlemen, Whenever there was apiece 
of evidence to which the bishop objected, they 
produced it to the 
plot in general; for they knew it could not be 
admitted against the reverend prelate; bat yet 
when they came to.sum up, they applied them 
to this particular case, which is not agree- 
able to that candour that is necessary on such 
occasions. . 

If your lordships should be of el apa 
Kelly wrote them; that they were stopped at 
the post-office; that they. were duly cepied ; 
that they were truly decyphered, and the cant 
names explained, yet still this cannot affect the 
Bishop, unless it be fixed upon him that he 
dictated them: Two of them were signed 
Joues and Illington, and to induce your lord- 
ships to believe the Bishop was guilty, as they 
affirmed, they endeavour to prove thuse names 
moust «denote him; and in order to it, they 
read some letters, affirmed in the same man-<— 
ner (as before mentioned) by the clerks of the 
post-office, to be his hand-writing ; but first 
they read a cypher taken upon Mr. Dennig 
Kelly, and sworn by the messenger Hutchins to 
be wrote by George Kelly. 

I can observe nothing upoh this cypher, bat 
that the bishop of Rochester is not mentioned, 
in it, which seems very extraordinary, and is 
vot a proof of the reverend prelate’s being en- 
gaged in & Conspiracy. 

be letters they read of Mr. Kelly are of no 
moment, and are only calculated to fix the 
names of Jones and Ilington upon the Bishop. 

They give an account of bis lady’s death, the ' 
Bishop’s own illness, his going to and from 
Bromley ; and in some of them, the dog Har- 
lequin is mentioned. tae 

It seems repognant to reason, that in a trea- 
sonable correspondence of this "mportance, a 
gentleman should venture his life to give an 
account of the state of one person’s private 
affair, and entertain his friends abroad with 20 
other business in such a tract of time. | 

In the letters directed to Mr. Andrews at 
the Dog and Duck, which are proved to have 
been received by Mr. Kelly, Jones and Iliing- 
ton are not named; and those in which we 
find them, were such os passed through the 
post-office, and were attested like those under 
cover to Gordon le Fils. : 

It is not likely, that in a transaction of so 
secret a nature, Mr. Kelly should take such 
pains to give such a description as might given 
the least room for a suspicion that the Bishop 
was concerned; much less to have mentioned 
so many particulars, as it may be suggested he 
has done, if there could be any possibility of 
wresting the meaning of Jones and Allington, 

Y E 
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_and interpreting of them to mean the Bi- 
shop. 

William Wood,‘ the Bishop’s coachman, is 
brought to prove the particular times of the 
Bishop's being in or out of town, in order tu 
shew, that they agree with the times mention- 
ed of Jones and Illington in the intercepted 
correspondence ; and he refreshes his memory 
by a book of Memorandums, which might have 
been destroyed, if it had been apprehended by 
the Bishop’s friends, that such evidence could 
affect him. ; 

What they next attempt, was to shew, That 
the dog brought over by Mr. Kelly from France, 
and which Mrs, Barnes swears, That he once 
told ber was fur the bishop of Rochester, was a 
strong circumstance to fix the uame of Illing- 
ton on the Bishop. 

My Lords, ; 

Mrs. Barnes, who is under the custody of a 
messenger, is the only witness to this point, and 
what she says, is only hearsay from Kelly : 
She owns that Kelly never told her so but once, 
find that was when she thought to have kept it 
for herself; and, indeed, it might be barely an 
excuse to prevent his parting with it, for he had 


promised to bring her such a preseat before be | 


went to France. 

She owns, that to her knowledge, the Bishop 
never saw the dog, nor sent any message 
about it, which seems to be very extraordinary, 
. that if this present was of such great conse- 
quence, be should not have had curiosity 
enuugh, at least, to see it: An affidavit was 
read froin Birmingham, a surgeon in Paris, 
_ which says, That he gave this dog to Mr. Kelly, 
for Mrs. Barnes. 

Before I leave this circumstance of the dog, 
it is proper to observe another great improba- 
bility, which is, in a letter wrote a few days 
after the death of the Bishop’s lady, it is said, 
Mrs. Illington was in great tribulation for the 
loss of pour Harlequin; and can it be supposed, 
that ata time when the Bishop was in affiic- 
. Mon for the death of his wife, be should inde- 
cently discover so much grief for such a trifle. 

I think this is sufficient to convince any per- 
son whatsoever, that this correspondence is of 
& very extraordinary nature. 

Mrs. Barnes has told your lordships, That 
Mr. Kelly came from France the 11th of April. 

My Lords, 

I am now come to the only piece ‘of evi- 
dence that seems particularty levelled at the 
Bishop: Which is, The proof that bas been 
given of the dictating those letters; and unless 
_ this be clearly and plainly made appear, I can- 

not conceive that any thing can be laid to this 
prelate’s charge. 

Unless it is evident, tbat the Bishop did dic- 
tate as aliedged, I cannot think any of your 
lordships can vote him guilty according to the 
rules of justice; for no man is safe either in his 
life, liberty or fortune, if he may be deprived of 
either, on account of a correspondence, in 
which it does not appear he was concerned. 
Though your lordships should so far credit the 
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precarious evidence at your bar, as to believe 
that Jones and IlIlington stood for the Bishop 
of Rochester; yet, unless it is plain, that it 
was with his privity, it is certainly impossible 
this bill should pass; and if it should, i¢ will 
hereafter be in the power of any two nen, one 
at home, and one abroad, to ruin the most in- 
nocent person, by entering, without bis know- 
ledge, into a correspondence of this nature. 

If the being nained in treasonable lettters, be 
A crime, though it does not appear it was with 
the privity of such persons, I will submit to 
your lordships, how far men of the greatest 
zeal to the present establishment, are to be 
affected. by Mr. Plunket’s insinuations, : 

No man ought to suffer for the suggestions 
of another person, unless it appears be has 
given great foundation for them. And in this 
case, would it not be most extraordinary and 
most unjust, to punish this reverend prelate, 
fur a crime which there is no proof he ever com- 
mitted? I mean, the dictating of these letters : 
And if on the other hand, the unfortunate cir- 
cumstances of his affairs bas furnished him with 
means of shewing, beyond contradiction, that 
he could not be concerned in the letters of the 
20th of April; that for a considerable time be- 
fore, he could not see Mr. Kelly: and that 
there never was an intimacy between them; 
then, my lords, I hope, every man who gives 
his vote for the rejecting this Bill, has the 
strongest evidence of his side to support his 
Opinion ; and need not be afraid or ashamed 
to own it here, or any where else, 

This part of the evidence being of great 
consequence, I must beg your lordships’ atten- 
tion, whilst I recapitulate the heads of it as 
clearly and distinctly as possibly I can. 

The first witness they called was Flower, a 
chairman, who swears, That he carried Kelly 
twice or thrice to the deanry, but that the 
bishop was never at home, and consequently 
did not see him. His partner swore, He had 
carried him with Flower one of those times. 

The next person produced was a porter, one | 
Vanlear, who deposed, That he went about 
Christmas was twelve months twice with 
messayes from Kelly to the bishop; the last of 
which times he carried some beaver stockings; 
that the bishop sent for him up stairs, zave his 
service to Mr. Johnson, and thanked hun for 
his present. 

Mrs. Kilburne, at whose house Mr. Kelly 
lodged, says, That once a servant came from 
the bishop, to know how Mr. Jolson did, and 
was sorry he could not have bis company to 
dinner. 

William Wood, the bishop’s coachman, says, 
He once stopped in Bury-street, but does not 
know for what, and that the bishop sent a ser 
vant somewhere, who presently returned. And, 

Lloyd, who keeps the Star and Garter in 
Palace-yard, has told us, That Neynoe once 
came to his-house, and told him, he staid for an 
ingénious gentleman, who was gone to the 
bishop of Rochester’s house. a 

This, my lords, is all the proof they offered 
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of ths intimacy, from which they would infer, 
That the bishop dictated these fetters, and is 
cansequently guilty of the crimes laid to his 


If your lordships consider what was produced 
ou the other side, [am sure you must agrce 
there is no foundation from ‘this assertion. 

Mrs, Kilburne denies, to the best of her 
knowledge, that tne bishop ever came to her 
house, or that his coach ever stopped there, or 
ever was sent for Kelly. 

That Kelly did not go out of town from the 
time he came from France, untill he was taken 
up, the 19th of May, and never lay out of her 
house one night. | 

This, my lords, was confirmed by her maid 
Anne Ellis, ; 

Mrs. Barnes says, She never heard of any 
message from the bishap to Kelly, nor ever had 
aoy conversation with bim about the bishop. 

William Wood, the coachman, who lived 
with the bishop four years, has declared, That 
the bishop of Roghester never sent him with his 
coach to Bury-street to fetch any person from 
thence; that there was no stranger at Bromley 
fora fortnight before his lady died, which was 
the 26h of April; that no body could come in 
acoach, or on horseback, but he must know 
It; that he never saw such a person as Mr. 
Kelly, until he was shewn him at the Tower; 
and that the bishop went ill of the gout to 

‘Bromley the 12th of April, and did not retusn 
to London until the 7th of May. 

Malone, Mrs. Barnes’s servant, says, That 
the never saw the bishop, or any of his ser- 
vants, with Mr. Kelly. 

Thomas Grant, who has been the bishop’s 
servant nine years, bas declared, That the 
bishop went to Bromley the 12th of April very 
il of the gout, and that no stranger could 
come to btm from the time he went to Bromley 
uutil after his wife's death: that one or other of 
the servants always sat up with him; and that 
80 person could visit him, but they must know 
It, for they were either in the same room, or 
the next room to him; and that nu stranger, 
except Dr. Aldridge and the apothecary, came 
bearbim. Grant says, That he was forced to 
80 to town to attend at the Westininster elec- 
Non of scholars on the 21st of April, but left 

uchamp there, who came down for that 
P on the 18th. 

hamp and Steene, who were the two 
Srvapts that attended with Grant, swear the 
weme thing. 

Susanogh Harvey, Sarah Jones, Thomas 
amden, Elizabeth Higginson, and all the ser- 
Vents agree, that they never heard of any per- 
ton by the name of Kelly or Juhnson’s being 
Wththe bishop. And,  . 

Nes. Tnglisb, who took the names of the 

’s visitors for many years, does not re- 
member that she ever heard of such a person 
®8 Kelly or Johnson. And I doubt not but 

every lord must allow, that itis not possible 
to have a more clear, a more strong, or legal 
Proof to @ negative than this is; 


I must observe tu your lordships, that most 
of these servants have been in strict custody, 
and severely used, particulurly Farnden, and 
yet your lordships see how onanimous they are 
in their evidence; and their testimony is 80 
positive, that I cannot conceive any person can 
suggest there was the least intimacy between 
this reverend prelate and Mr. Kelly; and much 
less, that he could be with him to write the 
letters that are dated the 20th of April, 

Mr. Reeves did, indeed, so far agree, as ta - 
be of opinion, that they might have been wrote 
the 11th of April, which was the day Kelly 
came from France: But, my lords, Mrs. 
Barnes has deposed, he went to bed the minute 
he came home, and lay there for a considerable 
time, besides, it is ymprobable, that letters: 
wrote the 11th,should not be sent till the 19th. 
But if any farther argument was necessary te 
confate this absurd supposition, the ‘earl of 
Sunderland's death is mentioned in the letter to 
Chivers, and that noble lord died the 19th, at 
which time it has been proved, Mr. Kelly was. 
not with the bishop. 

The bishop of St. Asaph did, at first, pe- 
remptorily contradict one part ot Mr. Grant’s 
evideoce, by saying, He had received a letter 
from the bishop of Roches@r at tbe time which 
Grant has sworn he was so ill of the gout 
that he could not write. - 

His lordship epi Sali That he re- 
ceived this letter on Saturday the @ist of 


| April in the morning, and saw Grant in Lon=- 


don between twelve and two: But when it was 
proved that Grant did not leave Bromley tll 
the evening of that day, and that another per- 
son officiated for him as butler in the deanry, 
by reason of his absence, then the bishop 
seemed to think hinnself ander a mistake, asad 
ullowed it might have been some time before. 

His lordship owned be never received a 
letter from the bishop of Rochester before nor 
since, and therefore was a stranger to his hand. 

‘I could have wished this reverend prelate 
had recollected himself more fully, belore he 
had given his testimony io a matter of this great 
importance to one‘of his brethren. 

‘There was another witness examined, which 
was Crofton the shoe-maker, to prove that 
Talbot (who was said to have received the 
three letters directed to Gordon le Fils) was at 
that time in London, when be was supposed to 
have been in Bologn. Crofton swears he saw 
him in town the 29th of April, and pruved it 
by his book. 

There was another person called, whose 
name was Donner, that deposed, Gordon owned - 
to him the receiving of this packet; but an 
affidavit was produced from Gordon, in which 
he.denies it. Donner’s evidence:is only hear- 
say, the other is positive. 

My Lords, 

The Counsel for the bill produced some 
papers which were taken in the bishop’s custody 
when he was apprehended, and endeavoured to 
draw very ill-natured and forced constructions 
from them. 
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The first was a letter from the duchess of 
Ormond, in which sbe acquaints bim, That 
she hac something to seud him, which she could 
not trust to a better hand, or words to that ef- 
fect. And this they would pretend to insinuate 
were some treasonable papers. 

I appeal to all mankind, whether it is not 
very extraordinary to suppose, that the bishop 
should be presumed to-convey a traiterous cor- 
respondence through that channel, Every body 
koows the friendship which was between the 
severend prelate and that family, and it is not 
surprising that this unfortunate lady should 
think him a proper person to consult, and io- 
trust with her own affairs. Therefore I cannot 
think that these general expressions can at all 
affect him. 

The next they read is a paper found, or pre- 
tended to he found, at the Deanry, subscribed 
to Dubois, but without date ;_ in this the person 
who writes it, says, He received aletter by Mr. 
Jobnson, to which he returned an answer in his 
hand. | 

The Secret Committee at first apprehended, 
that this was received by the bishop, and thus 
it passed, untill upon seizing a letter wrote in 
the Tower by his lordship, they found a simili- 
tude in the seals, which immediately en- 
Jighteued them, and then it was presently said to 
have been wrote by the bishop. 

They then wanted to fix this to be the bi- 
Shop’s own hand- writing, and they could find 
mo other way of doing it, but pretending there 

-was a similitude hetween the E’s1n this letter, 
and those which the bishop generally used. I 
believe it ie the first time that ever such an ar- 
ee was brougbt to prove that the whole 

etter has been wrote by a person; much less 
was it ever pretended to be offered to a court 
of justice against any prisoner whatsoever; but 
I believe there is no man acquainted with the 
bishop’s hand, but sees it is not wrote by him. 

They would also athirm, that when in this let- 
ter the bisbop is supposed to say, That be re- 
turned an answer in Mr. Johnson’s hand, it 
gocst be understood to be his hand-writing ; 
which, I must confess, does not at all appear 
to be a necessary conclusion; for he might de- 
diver his answer into Mr. Johnson’s hand, which, 
I think, is more natural to suppose than the 
other. 

Your lordships must judge, how improbable 
it is, that the bishop should keep such a letter 
by bim, which he wrote himself; or that, when 
such care is taken as the prosecutors of the 
plot themselves say, for preventing any person’s 
discovering the intimacy between Mr. Kelly 
and him, such a secret should be trusted in 
writing, and even without a cypher. The two 
seals which gave this turn, are Cicero’s beads, 
which ore very common, and are to be found 
every where. They are, one broke, the other 
whole, which mast make it very difficult to 
judge of them; and it is allowed, that, at best, 
at 1s bat precarious evidence. 

If Mr. Neynoe speaks truth, when he said, 
‘That the bishop had notice of the storm that 


threatned him, I am certain, that this paper, if 
it could have been apprehended of consequence, 
would have been destroyed ; but, I believe, it 
was impossible for him, or any body else, to 
think it should meet with such an explana- 
tion. 5 

The next letter they produced, which they 
seemed to think material, was that which was 
seized on his servant going to Mr. Morice: la 
this he says, That the evidence of Plunket, and 
those peuple, could not affect him; but as he 
does not mention Mr. Kelly, they would have 
it presumed, that this is a proof that Kelly could 
have said something of hin; but 1 think, this 
must appear tu be a very ill-natured assez- 
tion, 

Your Jordships will consider, he was thea 
writing to his son-in-law, and therefyre no great 
accuracy was Necessary. - 

In another place he says, That if they im- 
peached him, be should remain in prisou for 
some time; and this they would decypber to 
be an implication of hisguilt, But, in my poor 
opinion, it 1s the reverse; he seems to say, 
Thatif the Commons should be induced to send 
up an impeachinent agaist him, be was so sa- 
usfied of his own innocence, and your lordships’ 
justice, that he thought the confinement untill 
his trial would be the only mistortune that could 
attend him, The example of the earl of Ox- 
ford was recent in his memory, and might justly 
create in him a fear of undergoing a long im- 
prisonment. 

{tis objected, That he, in this letter makes 
no protestations of his innocence: But if you 
will consider he writes to Mr. Morice, I believe 
every body will agree, that such declarations 
were not necessary. 

Mr. Layer’s Attainder was read, but it does 
not appear, that the bishup had any correspon= 
dence with him, therefore 1 cannot conceive 
why we were troubled with it. 

My Lords, 

I have now gone through the whole evidence 
that is brought to justify this extraordinary 
proceeding, and must observe the steps that 
have been taken to procure all the possible 
means to work the destrucuon of this great 
man. 

You have seen his very servants confined, 
who, it does not appear, were guilty of the least 
glimpse of treason. ' 

Lawson, a baker of Bromley, who appeared 
at your bar, has been employed to examine the 
persons in the bishop's neighbourhood, in order 
to find the least particular that could amount 
to the shadow of a proof, and went so far as to 
offer Wood the coachman the wages that were 
due to him, if he would have gone the lengths 
that were required. | 

Mr. Bingley told us in the case of Kelly, Cand 
as it has not been disproved, it is to be takem 
for granted) that a warrant was shewn by the 
messenger, signed by a Secretary of State, to 
carry hina to Newgate, whieh he was told wes 
unavoidable, unless he would own the letter of 
the 20th of August to be Mr, Kelly’s hand write 
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ing; but it appeared the next day to be nothing | ruin.the greatest amongst you: And if ever here- 


but n order to terrify him. 

Mr. Kelly himself has told your lordships, 
That Mr. Delafaye offered him his own terms, 
if ke would have turned evidence. And this 
was dose to destroy the bishop of Rochester ; 
or, to speak iu the language mengioned at 


your bar, tv pull dowa the pride of this haughty |, 
ate, 


Your lordships may remember, that Mr. 
Wearg objects tu the bishop’s servants, because 
two of them had employments, as appears by 
his lordship’s own letter; but, my Lords, wheo 
they were examined, they acquainted the 
House, that it was upon reading of the Report 
thet they recollected the bishop’s circumstances 
before the death of his wife: And if every man, 
who has a place under the bishup, is not to be 
esteemed a free agent when he is upon oath, I 
hope it will be allowed on the other hand, that 
those who Lave employments under the govern- 
ment, ought not to be admitted; then all the 
witnesses that have been brought to support the 
bill, from the decypherer to the messenger, will 
be discredited, and the whole prosecution must 
fall to the ground. 

My Lords, 

_Ithes been a hardship that has attended the 
bishop, that he has been forced to prove a nega- 
tive; and the difficulty has been the stronger 
upon him, that your lordships have not permitted 
Mr. Kelly to be examined, as was moved by a 
learned lord * in my eye; and if the gentleman 
had sworn what he so solemnly affirmed at your 
bar relating to this affair, I cannot conceive we 
cutld have had the least debate. 

_ The noble lords who appear the most zealous 
in this prosecution, were thuse who opposed the 
examunation of Mr. Kelly, which, in my poor 
Opaion, is a strong argument, that if be had 
been brought before us, he would have persisted 
wa hw declarations of the bishop’s innocence. 

_ The reverend prelate has desired of,any lord 
m the administration, and even the honourable 
person who appeared at your bar, to declare, 
whether any one single person had charged him 
(on their own knowledge) of being guilty of 
any treasonable practice: And it has appeared 
to the contrary; therefore this whole charge is 
founded upon the slight ciscumstances and im- 
Probable inuendos betore mentioned. 

Another objection which was raised, is, That 
Mr. Kelly made resistance, when he was seized, 
ull be bed burnt some of bis papers; but my 

I do not see any reason to lay this to the 
charge of the bishop. 
_ Kelly is to answer for his own actions, and 
* unfortuaately hike te seffer for them ; a per- 
108 of hes age maght have many letters in his 
Gutoty, whieh he did net care should be seen, 
and yet of a different nature from a traiterous 
Correspondence. 

Aver reaphnidatiteid di considered, I cannot 

your lerdotrps will establish such a pre- 

Cedeat, which hereafter may be scnglosed to 


* Lord Lechmere, See p. 290. 


- 


OD any. person, pusterity will derive 
of such: bills from the proceedings 
hhament; and what opinion will be framech 
of us, should this be passed into a law, I sub 


after paius and penalties are unjustly inflicted 
@ original 
of this pare 


mit to every impartial person. 
It must be left to your loi:dships’ considera- 


uon, which will be of must tatal consequence 
‘to the public, the leaving this precedent (of 
|condemning on such kind of evidence) like » 
‘sword which your enemies may take up when 
i they please, or the banishing the bishop of Ro- 
‘chester, in the evening of bis days, who alone 
‘could. do, in his single person, no prejudice te 
‘the constitution : If he were inclined to over- 


turn it, as his enemies suggest, he is in a better 


‘situation abroad than at home, to execute thas 
‘design, and direct the eounsels of the disaffect~ 


ed. The ruin of one man will not heal the 


}wound that the passing of this bill seems te 
‘make in the government of this kingdom. ° 


It has been said ia the debate, that the bi- 
shop onght to have made protestations of his 
zeal for his majesty and bis family; but, I 
think, he took the most ready way of perform 
ing his duty, when he shewed himself innocent 
of the crimes leid te his charge. 

If he had oaade use of any expressions, which 
those lords hlame him fur omittieg, the same 
good natuse would have called i¢ hypocrisy; 
and those who are displeased with his silence, 
would have accused him of insincerity. 

My Lords, ore 

This bill seems as irregular in the punish- 
ments it inflicts, as it 13 in its foundation, and 
carries with it an unnatural degree of herd- 


ship. 

fe is felony for his children to correspond with 
him: And in this circumstance, it is differens 
from the only bill that carries with it the leass 
resemblance of this; I mean, that for the ba- 
nistment of the earl of Clarendon. 

The earl had flown from the prosecution, 
and retired beyond sea. The Charges agaimes 
him were, principally, ‘ For advising a standing 
‘army;’ and another article exhibited was, 
‘That he bad advised and procured divers ef 
‘ his Majesty’s subjects to be imprisoned agent 
‘ law, in remote islands, garrisons, and other 
‘ places, thereby to prevent them of the benefit 
‘ of the law, and to produce precedents for the 
‘imprisoning any other of his Majesty’s subs 
é jects in like manner.’ 

The 7th Article against him, was, ‘ That he 
‘bad, in a short time, gained to himself a 
‘greater estate than can he imagined to be 
‘ yained lawfully in so short a time; and con- 


-* trary to his oath, he hath procured several 


‘ grants under the great seul from his Majesty, 
¢ for himself, and his relations, of several of hte 
‘ Majesty’s lands, hereditaments and leases, to 
‘the disprofit of his Majesty*.’ 

There need not have been any witnesses of 
these crimes, for they were apparent; ane 


* See vol. 4. p. 377. 


o 
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every body knew that he was prime minister; 
yet sir Francis Goodyere, upon that debate in 
the House of Commons, declared the sentiments 
which I expressed at the beginning, ‘ That he 
¢ was not against proceeding, but unsatisfied to 
do it without witness, it being like swearing 
“én verba Mugistri,’ 

Another great man*, upon the same question, 
and an ancestor to a noble lord near me, said ; 
‘ That if the parliament set aside law in this 
« case, we should be happy tu see law declar- 
¢ ing the power of parliaments.’ 

he punishment for corresponding with the 
earl, was high-treason, and then two positive 
witnesses were necessary to convict ; but, in 
this case, one corrupt, terrified, and perjured 
person, may take away the life of the most in- 
nocent man. 

There is another great misfortune which this 
bill brings upon the bishop, which is, that he is 
incapable of receiving his Majesty’s pardon: 
This, my lords, is an entrenchment upon the 
prerogative: And whut must make it the more 
severe in this case, is, that his Majesty’s incli- 
nations to mercy (which are the distinguishing 
characters of his life) are stopped by this law, 
which the unfortunate prelate might have hopes 
of receiving, when he had merited it, by a du- 
tiful behaviour to the country that had sent 
him to wander abroad in exile, and by his fu- 
ture condact have confirmed, if possible, the 
evidence he has given of his innocence. 

My Lords, 

In the case of the earl of Danby, your lord- 
ships have declared, That his banishment should 
be no precedent, nor draw into example for the 
time to come, and have so entered it in your 
journals. 

It has been proved that this reverend prelate 
was at the time that he was suspected to be 
acting treason, engaged in studies of the most 
bigh nature, which is a circumstance that ought 
to have some weight. 

If this bill pass into a law, such evidence is 
established, and such a method of proceeding 
introduced, as must effectually render all that 
is dear to us precarious ; and if ever, hereafter, 
we should see a wicked administration, sup- 
ported by a corrupt majority in parliament, 
this step, taken in these times of liberty, will 
be suthcient precedent to give a colour of jus- 
tice to the actions of those who should be wan- 
ton in tyranny. 

The reverend prelate, who spoke before me, 
Mentions some cases relating to bills of attain- 
der, which, in my poor opinion, differ very much 
from our present question. 

The attainder of sir John Fenwick, was only 
to supply the want of a witness, who had de- 
posed against him upon oath before the grand 

jury, and who was spirited away by the priso- 
ner’s friends: Bu' at vresent, your lordships are 
to supply the detect of evidence, by condemn- 
Ing on improbatle conjecture. There was a 
noble lord in tiis House the other day, I do not 


* Sir Hcneage Finch, see vol, 4. p, 375. 


see him now, who made the greatest figure in 
opposition to that bill*, I wish we could have 
his assistance on this occasion. 

My Lords, 

Since that reverend prelate has quoted some 
cases, he will permit me to remind hrm what 
has been formerly said apon acts of attainder; 
that such bills, like Sisyphus’s stone, have fre- 
quently rolied back upon those that were the 
chief promoters of them. 

This prudential argument should restrain us 
from being too forward with them at this time 
of day. 

The act for the attainder of the earl of 
March, passed, because he bad been instro- 
mental in procuring the attainder of another 
lord, under pretence of a letter, which the re- 
cord says was no evidence. 

The lord Cromwell is another known in- 
stance of this observation; he was the first 
who advised this vivlent proceeding m Henry 
8th’s times and it is remarkable, that the ad- 
vice he gave to the ruin” of others, proved, not 
long after, fatal to himself. 

I have now given your lordships the reasons 
why I am against the bill. I fear I have tred 
your patience, and shall therefore conclude with 
the words of the great man I before mentioned; 
I mean, sir Heneage Finch, in the case of the 
earl of Clarendon. “< We have an accusa- 
tion upon hearsay, and if it 1s not made good, 
the blackest scandal hell can inyent, lies at our 
doors.” * 


His Grace was strongly supported by 


The Lord Bathurst, who took notice of the 
ungracious distinctions that were fixed on the 
members of that assembly, who differed in 
opinion from those who happened to have tbe 
majority: that for-his part, as be had nothing 
in view but truth and justice, the good of his 
country, the honour of that House, and the 
discharge of his own conscience, he would 
freely speak his thoughts, notwithstanding all 
discouragements: that he would not complai 
of the sinister arts that had been used of late 
to render some persons obnoxious, and under 
pretence of their being so, to open their letters 
about their minutest domestic affairs; for these 
small grievances he could easily bear; bat 
when he saw things go so far, as to condemn @ 
person of the highest dignity in the church, in 
such an unprecedented manner, and without 
any legal evidence, he tbought it his duty to 
oppose a proceeding so unjust and unwarrant- 
able in itself, and so dangerous and dismal in 
its consequences. To this purpose, he 
leave to tell their lordships a story he had from 
several officers of undoulted credit, that served 
in Flanders in the late war. “ A Frenchman, 
it seeins, had invented a machine, which would 
not only kill more men at once, than any yet im 
use, but also disable for ever chk man that 
should be wounded by it. Big with the hopes 


* Lord Harcourt. See vol. 5. p. 1016, 
* See vol. & p. 376, : 
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of agreat reward, he applied to one of the mi- 
axes, who laid his project before the late 
French king; but that monarch, considering 
that 9 destructive an engine might soon be 
turoed against his own men, did not think pro- 
per to encourage it, whereupon the inventer 
came over into England, and oilered his service 
to some of our generals, who likewise rejected 
the proposal with indignation.” The use and 
applicaion of this story, added bis lordslup, is 
Very obvious : for if this way of proceeding be 
admitted, it will certainly prove a very danger- 
ous engine: no man’s life, liberty, or property 
will be safe; and if those, who were in the ad- 
mustration some years ago, and who had as 
great a share in the affections of the people, as 
aoy that came after them, had made use of 
soch a political machine, some of those noble 
Persons, wha now appear so zealous promoters 
of this bill, woald not be in a capacity to serve 
bis Majesty at this time. His lordship.added, 
that if such extraordinary proceedings went on, 
saw nothing remaining for him, and others 
to do, but retire to their country houses, and 
there, if possible, quietly enjoy their estates, 
Withio ikenowe families, since the least cor- 
respondence, the least intercepted letter, might 
be made criminal, To this purpose his lord- 
ship quoted a passage out of cardinal de Retz's 
Memoirs, relating to that wicked politician, 
cardinal Mazarin, who boasted, “ That if be 
bad bet two lines of any man’s writing, with a 
Circumstances attested by witoesses, he 
could cut off his head when he pleased.” His 
lordship also shrewdly animadverted on the 
Majonty of the venerable bench, towards which 
turning himself, be said, f{e could hardly ac- 
Count for the inveterate hatred and malice, 
some persons bore the learned and ingenious 
bisbop of Rochester, unless it was that they 
Were intoxicated with the infatuation of some 
6fthe wild Indians, who fondly believe they 
inbent not only the ‘spoils, but even the abili- 
bes of any great enemy they kill. 


The Lord Strafford spoke on the same side 
&% did also aif “pS : 


_ Lord Trevor, who urged, That if men. were 
‘9 this unprecedented manner, proceeded 
‘€anst without legal proof, in a short time 
mea would be tried, as they were liked by m- 
asters: that for his own part, he believed he 
“ood but indifferently in the opinion and 
gof some persons, and therefore he had 
reason to think himself the more in danger, 
at present they wanted the protection 

of the law, [meaning the Suspension of the 
Habees Corpus Act] and as in a short time, 
tuey were like to be so unhappy as to be de- 
Prived of his Majesty's personal protection, and 
Sere suli liable to be confined upon suspicion, 
which he took to be no more than will and 
Pleasore; they were consequently at the will and 
Pleasare of the ministers: That, however, no 
Spprekension of what he might suffer shosld 
Geter bim from doing what he thought his duty: 
that, comeonant to that principle, he had all 


‘ 


along, and still opposed these extraordinary 
proceediags, which tended to lodge an exorbi- 
tant power in their fellow-subjects: That if he 
were to lose his liberty, he had rather give it 
up to one single tyrant, than to many: fora 
tyrant, if a man of common understanding, 
would, for his own sake, be tender of the lives 
of his subjects; whereas many tyrants would 
endeavour to destroy one auothber, to get one 
another’s employments. 

The Earl of Finlater endeavoured to shew, 
That the evidence that had been produced be- 
fore theta, being sufficient to convince any reae 
sonable man, that there had been a detestable 
Conspiracy; and that the bishop of Rochester 
bad a great share in it, was likewise sufficient 
to justify this extraordinary proceeding against 
bim, especially since they inflicted on him so 
light a punishment, considering the heinous- 
ness of bis crime. 

The Duke of Argyle pursued the same argu- 
ment ; ron through and confuted the most es- 
sential parts of the Bishop’s defence; and, 
with vehemence, aggravated his offence, by 
which he bad debased his holy function and 
character, and acted contrary to the solemn 
and repeated oaths he had taken. 

The Lord Gower spoke against the Bill. 

Lord Lechmere, who had all along expressed 
his dislike of these extraordinary proceedings, 
declaring it as his opinion, that there was suf- 
ficient evidence tv support the charge. He 
was answered by 

Lord Cowper, who spoke as follows: 

__ My Lords, 

This debate has been already carried to that 
length, and is by all agreed to be of such im- 
portance, that I am gure your lordships will 
permit me to enter into it without any apology. 

I am, my lords, against this bill, nut only be- 
cause [ think nothing bas been offered sutficient | 
for the support of it, but because I think the 
honour and dignity of the crown, the dignity 
and authority of this House, and the credit 
and reputation of the House of Commons, 
concerned in the event of it. My lords, 
The proceedings of that House have been, 
in this case, very remarkable and uncom- 
mon: They voted the bishop guilty of high- 
treason the very first thing they did; and it 
was reasonable to expect, that the comsequence 
of that vote would have been an order for an 
impeachment in parliament, or a prosecution 
in the ordinary course of law. But, my lords, 
we see they have taken another method, and 
that without weighing what the consequences 
might be. They have taken a method, whereby 
they have made themselves both judges and 
accusers. They could not, as judges, decently 

roceed against the bishop, without bearing 
oa and therefore they gave him a day for that 
purpose, and thereby they discovered the 
dilemma into which they had run themselves. 
They found themselves obliged to hear him, and 
yet they could not acquit him, because they 
had already prejudged him. It is not therefore 
to be wondered that they have passed this bill ; 
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though, I believe, they would be very well|/ of. The old ace ae our church used to 
leased your lordships should reject it,.that the | argue very learnedly, “ That to make or to 
Dowledce of their having taken so wrong a || degrade bishops was not the ‘business of the 
etep, might the sooner be forgotten. | state; that there is aspiritual relation hetween 
My Lords a bishop and his flock, derived from the chorch, 
with which the state has nothing to do:” But 
this bill derives the bishop of that spiritual re- 
Jation, without the concurrence of the church. 
The parliament alone does it; and it must be 
ewned, that if the parliament can do it, they 
can as well make a new one in his reom; ani 
a clause for that purpose, added to this bill, 
would as effectually de the one as the other. 
What the thoughts of our reverend prelates are 
spon these points, does not yet fully appear; 
something of their conduct intimates, as if our 
old divines were mistaken: But, be that as it 
will, as the judgment of our prelates will carry 
great weight, and as the reasons for such their 
judgment must needs be convincing, I do not 
doubt but they will give your lordships full sa- 
tisfaction before this debate comes to a period. 
In the mean time, I speak my concern, that if 
acts of parliament are made to interfere with 
church-affairs: if bishops are to he put in or 
turned out at pleasure; and ail this to be done 
without the concurrence of the ciurch, the 
world abroad may, though unjustly, look upon 
our church as a creature only of the state, and 
treat our bishops, as if they were no more 
than state officers. I hope, however, from the 
courage, zeal, and conduct of our present re- 
verend prelates, whatsoever becomes of this 
bill, that they will be able to wipe off any such 
scandal: They certainly have the honour, the 
dignity, and authority of our church always at 
heart ; and every thing tending to her interest, 
they will most zealously promote. But whetiier 
the passing of this bill promote her mterest, OF 
be of any service to her, they best knew: For 
my part, I cannot even guess at any advantace 
she possibly can receive by it, unless it be thie, 
That it will make the bishoprick of Rochester, 
and the deanry of Westmmater, to become 
vacant. 
My Lords, : : 
This bill carries in the frame of it an in. 
vincible objection to it; for the preamble ane 
the enacting part, the crime and the Pe he 
men, bear no proportion to each other. ee 
preamble contains a charge of eh 
against the bishop; and, pray, my longs Is it 
should he not be punished accordingly? 05 © 
because he is a bishop of the church fi your 
land, or a lord of parltamem, or 19 high ea 
with the king or his ministers? I have not 
that the bishop hath been at court of oe ‘from 
be it either of these, it would be 5° ciel 
being a reason for mitigating ak 
that it ought, if possible, to incre ave 
Lords, Our laws have wisely taught yer sa 
a just abhorrence of high-treaso®s ment that 
ordained for it the severest PUNIF™ | he, 
English clemency will admit of; river 
who has been voted the oles al eo nderestable 
director of this most err ay eas that! his 
treason, escape with a 


. | 

A pest deal bas been said, and surely too' 
mauch cannot be said, to shew that this bill 1s: 
en infringement upon the authority of this: 
Fouse. ie becoenes your lordships to support | 
your dignity, and to shew a suitable resent-. 
ment, when the least of your privileges is in-. 
vaded. Your lordships, upon this occasion,’ 
would do well to follow the example even of 
this very House of Commons: How con- 
temptuousty did they throw out a bill lately sent , 
them, because they thought it looked hike a 
money bill? And will your lordships suffer 
them to share your authority, to become judges 
equal with yourselves, when there is no neces-— 
sity for it? In this case, it is manifest, there 
can be no necessity, because the bishop is 
amesnable to justice: He has been confined 
eeveral months; he is now strictly guarded ; 
and, no doubt, the zeal of the governor will 
prevent his running away. But, my lords, if it 
could be supposed that this dill did not affect 
your lordships’ authority; yet rf it affects the 
honour of the crown, I am sure, it will raise a 
becoming indignation in us all against it. This 
bill, if your lordships pass it, will put his Ma- 
jesty under the unavoidable necessity of re- 
fusing the royal assent to it, or of condemning 
one of his subjects, a lord of parliament, and a 
hishop of that church of which his Majesty is 
guardian and protector, in a case at least doubt- 
ful; and that witheut hearing one word either 
of the charge, or of the defence. My lords, 
It hath been often said, (I wish it were said 
without grounds) that we have a disaffected 
party amongst us. -I am _ persuaded, it is far 
from the intention of any lord here, to advise 
his Majesty to do any thing that might possibly 
increase that disaffection: But whether the. 
passing of such a bill against a bishop of the 
church of England, unheard, may not give a 
handle to the clamorous, to raise an edium 
against his Majesty’s administration,is submitted 
to your lordships. His Majesty’s great cle- 
mency and mercy are known to all the world ; 
and he has been in nothing more conspicuous, 
than in the exercise of those royal virtues: 
supposing, then, your lordships should pass this 
Bill, how can you ever hope for the royal as- 
sent to it? These objections, that concern the 
king, appear to me unanswerable, not only 
with regard to this bill, but to all bills of 
attainder in general. I think they ought 
never to be allowed, but when the offen- 
der flies from justice, or is in open rebellion ; 
and then, perhaps, the notoriety of the fact 
may be some excuse for the extraordinariness 
of the proceeding. 

My Lords, 

I expected to have heard from that reverend 
bench many arguments of another kind against 
this bill, which are properly within their sphere, 
and which [ sm sure they are perfect masters | 
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cnaes deserve, and that too in full parliament? 
Mehioks, if it were necessary that the legisla- 
tee should interpose in this case, the heinous- 
nes of the offence should fire their resentment ; 
ud instead of abating the punishment, should 
pt them upon heightening it with all the cir- 
cumstances Of severity that their wisdom could 
conve, As in the case of the late South-Sea 
directors: No one will say, but that they might 
hare bea punished as cheats, without the help 
of met of parliament; but as the punish- 
ment ordained by our laws for such offences 
came nt up to the aggravating circumstances 
of their guilt, a law was made to panish them 
on purpuse; and they were justly stripped of 
ther estates, who had betore so notoriously 
cheated, bubbled, and beggared the whole na- 
too, What reason, then, can be given why 
the bubop should not be punished, at least equal 
wih others, in cases of high-treason? Why 
buly, the want of legal evidence is the only 
feaon pretended: A reason! in my appre- 
sion, 80 very mean and trifling, that it ought 
bot to have been heard in the supreme judica- 
tare of a nation, without the severest censure, 
and such as would well become your lordships 
tiie with the utmost indignation and con- 
pt 
For, my Lords, is it come to this at last, that 
wiet so much grimace, so much noise and stir, 
ater committing the bishop for high-treason, 
after voting him a traitor, and treating him as 
such, must itat length come out, that there is no. 
evidence against him! To palliate the 
Matter a little, a distinction is endeavoured to 
made between legal evidence and real evi- 
dence, or between such evidence as our law 
requires, and such as in natural justice and 
Miuty ought to be admitted. But, my Lords, 
1 adistinction entirely without a differ- 
ence; for what is evidence of a fact before any 
Jedicature whatsoever, but such testimony as 
ie Hature of the case requires, to induce a 
; Abe certainty of the truth of the thing tes- 
: The greater or less consequence the 
recat the more or less proof is required 
ae such certainty. Thus, in ordinary 
‘e wide) barely to prove a hand-writing is held 
cel evidence; because, in such cases, it 
ae a supposed the hand-writing should be 
erie, cited: In other cases, seeing the party 
the He aces to be proved; and still as 
is te, mut of the case increases, stronger proof 
ee Ever since the reversal of the at- 
ing of - colonel Algernon Sidney, the prov- 
bee ason by the proving of hand-writing, 
why T 0, with great justice, condemned ; and, 
“1 Pray? But because there can be no 
: ae but what will admit of a counter- 
terleited Oothing that is capable of being coun- 
tainty Carries with it such a degree of cer- 
fortone ig Recessary where a man’s life and 
- oe aia My Lords, legal evi- 
Prosi, a5 oy bee else but such real and certain 
to be receiv ey? 2 Aatural justice and equity, 
» and therefore the oath of ove 


Vv 
Credible w; 
Vou, vu” being certain and sufficient to 


induce a belief of the thing he swears, is legal 
evidence; and yet so tender is our law, so great 
a degree of certaincy doth it require, that, as it 
now stands, two positive witnesses ure required 
to convict a man of high-treason. This, how. 
ever, hath been preposterously enough urged, 
to shew a difference between legal and real evie 
dence: and sir John Fenwick’s Case hath been 
cited for the same .purpose.- But this, with 
submission, shews no difference at all; for will 
any one say, that one credible witness is not 
legal evidence? Can any court in the kingdom, 
upon a trial of high-treason, refuse to hear 
such evidence? And is not such evidence suffi 
cient too in all cases, where some pusitive 


law, for the greater certainty, doth not require 


more? | 

One of the learned gentlemen at the bar, 
(Mr. Waerg,) I suppose out of pure zeal for this 
bill, and not with a design to misguide bis au- 
dience, did roundly affirm before your lord- 
ships, that no evidence, strictly speaking, was 
Jegal, but what was mathematical. 1 am con- 
fident, that gentleman would not have given 
this as his opinion under his hand at his chame 
ber, because he knows it is directly contrary to 
truth: He knows very well that no offender, 
that puts bimself upon his trial, can be convict- 
ed, but upon the oath of one or more witnesses ; 
be dares not deny but that such conviction is 
founded upon legal evidence, strictly so speak- 
ing; and no one will pretend to say, that any 
evidence of witnesses can be called mathemati- 
cal, But the gentleman goes on, and says, 
That the evidence for this bill is legal, in the 
general sense of the word : On the contrary, I 
beg leave tn affirm, That it is not legal in an 
sense whatsoever. No act of Parliament nad 
made it legal, nor can it, in natural justice and 
equity, be called so, for want of sufticient cer- 
tainty; and, indeed, it hath been admitted 
throughout this debate, and even by the counsel 
who spoke first for this bill, that it is not sups 
ported by legal evidence. But this gentleman 
was pleased to go still farther, for he -affirmed 
before your lordships, That depositions taken 
in writing, were not evidence in any court of 
law. My Lords, it is pity that in so finea 
speech there should be so much false doctrine: 
It is very true, that the law doth require the 
best evidence that the nature of the case will 
admit of; and therefore will not suffer rhe de- 
positions of a witness in writing to be read, 
where such witness can be examined 7iza voce: 
But that gentleman could not bat know, that 
where such living witness is not to be had, his 
depositions in writing are never refused, nor 
any other evidence that, in natural justice and 
equity, can tend to discover the truth of the 
fact in question with certainty. 

My Lords, 

The wisdom and goodness of our law appear 
in nothing more remarkably, than in the per- 
spicuity, certainty, and clearness of the evie 
dence it requires to fix a crime upon Bny man, 
whereby his life, his liberty, or his property may 
be concerned: Herein we glory and pride ouce 
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Selves, and are justly the envy of all our neigh- 
bour nations. Our law, in such cases, requires 
evidence so clear and convincing, that every 
by-stander, the instant he hears 1%, must be 
fully satisfied of the truth of it; lt admits of no 
surmises, inuendo's, forced consequences, or 
harsh constructions, nor any thing else to be 
offered as evidence, but what is real and sub- 
stantial, accordiug to the rules of natural justice 
and equity. 

These are the rulesthe judges go by, nor have 
they any other in determining what 1s, or what 
is not to be admitted as evidence betore them ; 
and therefore to say, that the law refuses such 
evidence as is real, and ought, in natural justice 
and equity, to be admitted, 18 to cast an im- 
putation upon the law, which is not only un- 
just, but entirely groundless. My Lords, I 
think sufficient hath been said to shew the mis- 
take of those noble lords who have endeavoured 
to distinguish between legal and real evidence. 
The distinctions that have been made, and the 
instances that have been produced, shew only 
what legal evidence is sutficient for conviction, 
and what not; and if that were the question 
now before your lordships, it would deserve ano- 
ther consideration, 

The present question is, Whether any evi- 
druce at all has been offered to your lordships 
to tix treason upon the bishop of Rochester; 
and for my part, my Lords, I am clearly of opi- 
nion, that- you have had no such evidence: It 
1s on all hands agreed, that no legal evidence of 
treason has been offered against bim; and, 1 
hope, | have suthciently satisfied your lordships, 
that if it be not legal evidence, it is not real 
evidence, or such, as in natural justice and 
equity, ought to be admitted, and consequently 
no eviderce at ull. Ny Lords, the counsel for 
the bill have not attempted to proce positively 
avainst the bishop any one single criminal act: 
The circumstances that they have offered are 
m my opinion, so far from affecting him, that 
they carry in them no appearance of guilt in 
him whaisoever. If indeed there had been any 
one positive witness against him, your lord- 
ships, perhaps, (as was done im sir John Fen- 
wick’s Case) might, with some appearance of 
reason, have admitted circumstances in support 
of such witness, rather than a man of the 
bishop’s rank and character should go sanpu- 
uished ; and, indeed, { think, no man’s cunning 
ought to be a protection for his villainy; and I 
hepe, and do not doubt, but all traitors will, 
. One ume or other, meet with their just rewards. 
But, my lords, in the case before you, the 


whole charge is built upon circumstances, and. 


these are said to be supported by other circum- 
stances; but ail of them are so remote, so 
general, and, I may say, so inottensive, that 
they might suit any lord here as well as the 
bishop ; for there is not one single circumstance 
of them all, such as in ts nature would be ad- 
mitted as evidence of any crime against any 
man in any court in the kingdom. 

Yo come, my Lords, to particulars, the trea- 
son charged upon the bishop is, ‘Vhat be dictat- 


ed to Kelly the three letters, dated the 20th of 
April, 1722, signed, Jones, Illington, and 1378, 
And in maintainance of this charge, it is said, 
that thuse three letters were the same hand- 
writing with auother letter produced before 
your lordships, and dated the 20th of August 
following: That from the 20th of April to the 
20th of August, letters were continually sent 
abroad in the same hand-writing; that these 
letters contained a treasonable correspondence; 
that they are the hand-writing of Kelly; that 
Kelly hud been with the bishop two or three 
times within these two or three years past; that 
there are circumstances in the case of Jones in 
this correspondence, that suit with the case of 
Hjiington, and circumstances in the case of hoth 
that suit with the bishop. These are the facts 
that are the main foundation upon which the 
bishop's heavy charge is built; and surely 18 
well behoves your lordships to consider serious- 
ly how they are proved, and in what manner, 
and with what degree of certainty they affect 
hin. 

The three letters taken simply carry no trea- 
son in them; they have not yet been decy- 
phered into treason, and were it not for a name 
in the duection of one of them, which is said to 
be a cant name of the Pretender’s, they proba 
bly might have passed as harmless undesigning, 
letters; will your lordships thereture suppose 
that the writer directed his letter to the Pre- 
tender by the eant name of Jackson, when yet 
it does not appear that he ever kuew the Pre- 
tender had such a cant name? Ought we not 
rather to supprse in favour of innocence, that 
the letter was not tended for the Pretender, 
but for une whese real name it bears? These 
cant names, and the art of the decypherers 
have been the mcans made use of to make this 
correspoudence treasonable; but will it not be 
thought hard that a man must be conjured into 
treasou by a magic art that none of us under- 
stand, and by a parcel of names that the wisest of 
us are not yetable to discover whether they were 
designed for cant names or for real ones? To 
make the matter clearer, the clerks of the post- 
oflice are called, aud they prove that the several 
letters, produced before your lordships, are true 
copies of original letters, sent abroad as direct- 
ed; which originals, according to the best of 
their judgment and belief, are the same hand- 
writing with the letter of the 20th of August 
abovementioned. This judgment and belef of 
theirs is founded, without comparing any two 
of these originals toycther, or without pretend- 
ing to say whose hand-writing they are, or to 
whom they belong. My Lords, I have already 
observed, that the proving ofa hand-writing ts, 
at best, but evidence too precarious and uncer- 
tain, to make good a charge of so weighty a 
nature as this in judgment before you; but I 
cannot help taking notice, that the proof of 
these letters, so asto make them treasonable, 1s 
still more precarious, more uncertain and slip- 
pery, than any thing of the kind I ever met 
with, ‘The usual way to prove a hand-writing, 
so as to fix a charge upon the writer, 1s, for the 
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witness to swear that he hath frequently seen 
the party write, or that he hath corresponded 
with him, and received several letters from him, 
and therefore is very well acquainted with his 
nsual character and way of writing: and then 
the writing itself is produced, the witness swears 
to it, and the import of it is discovered by every 
But here these post-office clerks 
are forced to call in aid, a messenver and a ser- 
vant, to fix the hand-writing of the letters they 
epee the letters themselves are unintelligi- 

le, and therefore the assistance of the decy- 

herers and some cant names must be added, 

fore they can wire-draw treason out of them. 
My Lords, these decypherers refuse to give 
your lordships any reason for the construction 
they have made; they shelter themselves by 
saying, that to give you a reason, would be to 
discover their art; happy art, indeed, that shall 
eoable the artist to swear a maa into high-trea- 
son, and yet it shall not be in the | gokas of the 


by-stander. 


accused person to disprove him. I do not find 


that these gentlemen pretend to act by unerring 


rules; they themselves own they may be mistaken, 
and therefore until your lordships are let farther 
anto their secret, you will judicially look upon 
the art of decyphering to be no more than the 
art of guessing, and esteem him that guesses 
best to be the best decypherer. 

The messenger and servant that have been 
called to finish the doubtful evidence of this 
hand-writing, and to fix it upon Kelly, are far 


from giving your lurdships such an account of 


it, as can induce you to believe they are suffi- 
ciently acquainted with it; they do not pretend 
to say, that they have been frequently accus- 
tomed to see or observe him write, or that they 
ever received any letters from him, or ever were 
pnvy to any of his correspondences; these 


things, one would have thought, might easily. 


have been proved against a man of Kelly’s great 
dealing and acquaintance, in as full and clear 
a manner as the nature of the thing would ad- 
mut of. Your lordships then are pleased to ob- 
- Serve, that the evidence offered to prove this 
hand-writing, so as to make it criminal, consists 
of three distinct branches, supported by three 
different sets of witnesses; and that each of 
these three several sets have given a very lame, 
doubtful and obscure evidence; but if their 
evidence had been ever so full and positive, yet 
I must beg leave to insist, that it is such as is 
Ia its nature dubious and uncertain, and there- 
fore in a case of this consequence ought not to 
be relied on. This will appear stil the plainer 
from the different opinions observable among 
the different witnesses, insomuch that I may 
well venture to say your lordships are as yet at 
a lose by whom these letters were wrote; but 
if you will have any regard to numbers, and to 
the nature and circumstances of the testimon 
given by those numbers, the evidence is muc 
stronger, and more clear and convincing, that 
"they were not wrote by Kelly, than that the 
bel and if they were not wrote by him, it 
ch become your lordships to consider care- 
y what you are a-doing; for then the foun- 


| dation of this bill will be sapped, and of course 


the whole fabric must fall. to the ground. 

But, my lords, supposing these letters were 
really the hand-writing of Kelly, that they were 
of that treasonable signification that the decy- 
pherers contend for, and that the names men- 
tioned in them did not belong to real persons, 
but were cant names to denote the Pretender 
and his egents; I say, my Lords, supposing all 
this true of Kelly, how will it affect the bishop? 
Might not Kelly write these letters, and carr 
on this correspondence without the bishop's 
direction? Must the bishop answer for Kelly’s 
crimes, because Kelly happens to be a non- 
jurer? or because he was employed to buy 
gloves and stockings for the bishop, must your 
lordships therefore infer that he was employed 
to write treason for him? Suppose Kelly bad 
actually lived in the bishop's family as his secre- 
tary, have we not seen, not many years since, 
even a Jesuit® a hishop’s domestic without of- 
fence? Give me leave, my Lords, to carry this 
point a little farther: Has any thing been offer- 
ed to induce your lordsbips to believe that 
Kelly saw the bishop, or heard from him for 
several months before this correspondence be~- 
gan? Has any one word bega said, or bint 
given, either from cant names or decyphered 
letters, or any otherwise howsoever, tending to 
that purpose? Nay, my Lords, have you not 
had as much evidence as the nature of the thing 
is capable of, that the bishop could not dictate, 
nor Kelly write those letters, at any time near 
the time of their date? And if they were dictated 
by the bishop, it must be about that time, be-. 
cause the circumstances mentioned in the letter — 
would not suit him at any other time. And 
bere, my Lords, it is proper to observe, that 
the managers for the bill, when they were to 
apply the circumstances of Jones and Illington 

in the letters to the bishop’s case, they built the 
whole of their arguments upon the date of those 
letters; but when they saw that the bishop 
had fully proved that it was impossible he could 
dictate them at that time, why then truly they 
vary their charge, and say, that it was not his 
dictating the letters at that time, but his dic- 
tating the letters of that date that they contend- 
ed for; and they tax the bishop with a partial 
and fallacious defence, for applying it to the 
time, and not to the faet. But, I think, with 
great submission, that the bishop bas made 
avery just defence. I think he could not 
have made a better; and under the disad- 
vantage of proving a negative, I think it was 
almost impossible he should have made one so 
good. For your lordships well remember, he 
was charged as the author of the letters signed 
Jones and IIlington, because he was under the 
circumstances of Jones and Illingtor at the 
time of the date of those letters: But the bi- 
shop hath fully proved, that he could not be the 
author of them at that time; and if he were 


pe a ee 


* The famous Jesuit La Pilionere, who made 
so great a figure, Anno 1717, in what was thes. 
called the Bangorian Controversy, 
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not at that time, he could not be so at any other 
time; for take away the date of those letters, 
and the relation between Jones and Illington, 
and the bishop, you must of course take away 
likewise. But then as your lordships are yet at 
a loss when, or by whom, these letters were 
either dictated or wrote, shall the tallying of a 
few circumstances in them with the bishop's 
case, supposing them to be wrote about the 
time of their date, make him guilty of high- 
treason; especially when his counsel have 
. shewed us, frum the letters themselves, as many 
instances wherein they differed? Must Mrs. 
Jones and the bishop’s lady signify the same 
person, because they died about the same time ? 
Or must Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Ilington signify 
the same person, because by a letter wrote, no 
one knows by whom, or when, mention 1s made 
of the death of one Mrs. Jones, and another 
letter condoles the death of one Mrs. Illington ? 
Or is the bishop guilty of high-treason, be- 
cause he is supposed to be meant by Jones and 
Tliington ; when yet, through the whole corres- 
ane there is no treason committed either 
y Jones or Illington? But admitting that all 
the circumstances that have been produced 
against the bishop, hit Lim so exactly, that it is 
morally impossible they could mean any body 
else ; yet still, my Lords, what has the bishop 
to do with it?) Might he not be thus described, 
and thus spoke of, and yet know nothing at all 
of the matter? And if he is thus to sutfer for 
what another man may have said of him, [am 
sure he is the first, and I hope he will be the last 
that ever will be distinguished in so extraor- 
dinary a manner. ‘The sum then of all the cir- 
cumstances that have been offered as evidence 
against the bishop, amounts to this; here have 
been a parcel of cant names produced and 
_ made use of against him, which, for ought ap- 
pears, he never beard of. Here have been let- 
_ ters produced, and read against him, wrote In 
cyphers, and of a hand-writing not pretended 
to be the bishop’s, and of which your lordships 
have as yet had no manner of certainty. A 
construction hath been put upon these letters, 
which, in several circumstances, hit the bishop, 
and, in several other, miss him; but amongst 
all these circumstances, there is not the least 
hint of any word said, or act done by him, re- 
lating to this conspiracy, from first to last; nor 
doth it appear, that he was ever privy to it, or 
so much as heard of it, till it was known to all 
the world. And yet, my lords, these, and such 
as these, are the circuinstances whereby the 
bishop is to be guessed into high-treason ; but 
I hope your lordships will be very cautious how 
you make precedents of such wretched guess 
work, The celebrated letter of Dubois, now 
before you, is a notable proof of the necessity 
of such caution; for we see the grand promo- 
ters of this bill cannot agree in their construc- 
tion, or they have at least changed their opi- 
nions aboot that famous letter. 
The uncertainty of this way of guessing, puts 
me in mind of some remarkable circumstances 
relating to the renowned Mr. Neynoe, which I 
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had like to have forgotten, and which, though 
they seem to be under the misfortune of being 
slighted here, do yet, in the Report of the com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, make a very 
consitefable figure. Those circumstances of 
Neynoe in that Report, appear to be not only 
the foundation of the charge against Kelly and 
the bishop, but even the foundation of the plot 
itself; and the art and management with which 
they are there dressed up, do well deserve your 
lordships’ attention. It seems, my Lords, this 
worthy man had been examined four several 
times ; his examinations were taken in writing, 
and contained an historical account of the car- 
rying on of this conspiracy. The learned com- 
mittec, at the same time that they would repre- 
sent him as a vile and infamous fellow, and 

would be thought to look upon his examina- 

tions as insufficient, do yet open their scene with 

this very account, und build entirely upon it, 

But would any one believe that Neynoe was 

never sworn to, or so much as signed any one 

of these examinations? Can any body think 

that he was not required to do one or both? 

Does not every body know, that they would 

otherwise be of no use? May we not therefore 
reasonably suppose, that he refused to do ei- 
ther the one or the other? And can @ny rea- 

son be given for such refnsal, but that they were 

not true? 

My Lords, 

The ‘committee were well aware, that great 
objections would be made to this kiod of evi- 
dence, and therefore they have added to it 
some circumstantial hearsays, which they call 
the corroborating and concurrent proofs of 
Neynoe’s testimony. But pray, my Lords, 
what are these corroborating and concurrent 
proofs? Why, they are of this kind, one man 
heard another man say, that a third man was 
concerned in this conspiracy. Behold then the 
sum of the argument, Neynoe’s examination 1s 
admitted of itself to signify nothing ; the same 
likewise cannot be denied of Pancier’s hearsay: 
But however both these nothings make up 
something to prove the plot, because they are 
the corroborating and concurrent proofs o each 
other. And thus the learned committee have 
so contrived it, that they have made these ex- 
aminations of Neynoe to he of more use, and 
to serve their purpose better, than if Neynoe 
himself had been now living, and produced be- 
fore your lordships; and therefore it looks as 
if it were prophetically known, that the man 
intended to hurl himself out of the world with 
a winding sheet*. Bat however that be, it 18 
mattter of surprize, that these examinations, 
which the committee treated so respectfully, 
should now by the counsel be so slighted, thet 
they have scarce mentioned them, but as if they 
were ashamed of them ; and yet they are as good 
ideas IN EEN ne ES 


© Neynoe got out of the messenger’s nouse 
where he was confined, by tying the sheets of 
his bed together, and sliding down from the 


‘window, but was drowned in attempting te 


make his escape. 
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evidence as any that have been offered in fa- 
your of the bill now before your lordships. 
Bot, my Lords, in the course of this debate, 
ithath been warmly urged, that though there 
be not legal evidence against the bishop, yet 
that all the circumstances that have been of- 
fered against him are sufficient to convince any 
man in his private judgment that the bishop is 
guilty. Nay, it hath been said, that these 
circumstances put together, are stronger and 
more convincing, than any positive evidence 
whatsoever; and therefore that no one can 
doubt of the bishop's guilt, though some, out of 
compassion or good nature, might be induced 
to vote in his favour. How strong and con- 
vincing, or rather how impertinent and trifling 
these circumstances are, I have already observ- 
edto your lordships; and I must say, it was not 
withont a good deal of concern, that I heard 
that urged as the result of judgment, which could 
haveno other foundation than in opinion only. 
But, my Lords, this is not the first instance 
wherein I have observed judgment and J res 
to he confounded and mistaken the one fur the 
other, and that too in a very gross and danger- 
ous manner. My Lords, men’s opinions, ge- 
nerally speaking, are nothing else but their 
fancies or imaginations, and are usually ground- 
ed upon personal pique, or party prejudice. 
These are weak and slender foundations, and 
have nothing to do, and I hope in England 
never will bave any thing to do, where a man’s 
lie, his liberty, or his property is concerved. 
But, my Lords, a man forms his judgment ac- 
cording to the evidence that is offered him, that 
alone is his rule; and as the perspicuity or 
uncertainty of that appears, justice requires a 
determination accordingly, The compliment 
therefore upon the noble Jords that have ap- 
peared against this bill (if it was intended as a 
. Compliment) carries a very severe sting in the 
tail of it, as it supposes those noble lards to be 
possibly capable of giving an unjust judgment. 
My Lords, the earl of Strafford’lost his head for 
accumulative treason. A great many facts 
were laid to his charge, and though it was 
agreed: on all hands, that not one of them 
singly amounted to treason, yet it was insisted on 
that all of them put together shewed an inten- 
toa in him to subvert the government, and 
therefore that he was atraitor. The torrent of 
those times taught men to argue, that though 
the charge against the earl did not contain legal 
treason, yet it was morally impossible that he 
could commit the crimes contained in that 
charge, and not intend the destruction of the 
state; that the facts by him done, shewed him 
More a traitor than any positive act of treason 
could do; and that if men were satisfied in 
their private opinions that the earl was, in the 
main, guilty of treason, he ought to suffer ac- 
cordingly. My Lords, this was the reasoning 
ef those days; a reasoning which I hope 
your lordships will neither imitate nor encou- 
Tage, because it was the foundation of those 
Proceedings against that great earl, which were 
soon after in full Parliament so just!y branded ; 
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and if future Parliaments should not be able to 
discover any difference between the inconve- 
niencies arising from accumulative evidence and 
accumulative treason, may they not with great 


justice censure us by condemning the one 


equally with the other? That which was then 
called accumulative treason, was afterwards ad- 


judged to be no treason, and I hope your lord 


ships will yet adjudge this accumulative evi- 
dence to beno evidence: I am sure you will not 
punish a man in the severest manner, antil you 
have had some reason given you, why you 
should punish him at all. You will not. first 
believe a man a criminal without proof, and 
then admit a criminal construction to be 
forced upon every innocent action, only: to 
support such belief. You will not adjudge a 
man guilty of the higbest crime against the law, 
when his prosecutors tbemselves own, thcy 
cannot make gond any one branch of their 
charge according to law. 

The bishop’s case must be owned to be very 
hard, and the evidence against him very weak, 
when his own letter to his son, and the letter to' 
Dubois, are put to the torture to help out 
the charge against him. As for the letter to 
Dubois, it is amazing to consider that such 
pains should be taken from a similitude of a 
broken impression on wax with a whole one, 
and a sinilitude of two little E’s*, to fix it 
upon the bishop ; which, wher fixed, can serve 
no purpose at all against him; for that letter 


hath neither date, subscription, cypher, nor - 


cant naine in it; and for ought appears may 
have been wrote before the man was born 
whom they would mean by Johnson, therem 
named. Nothing treasonable is pretended to 
be guessed out of it, nor, for aught appears, 
was it ever seen by any one besides the writer; 
and yet because it is there said that the writex, 
wrote something (no one knows what, or when, | 
or to whom) in the hand of one Mr. Johnson, 
your lordships are persuaded to infer, in 
opposition to the positive evidence of all the | 
bishop’s family, that Kelly was an intimate of 
the bishop’s, and employed to write his trea- 
sons. The use that is made of the bishop’s 
letter taken from his servant, ts still more 
extraordinary. I have indeed too often ob- 
served doubtful actions, by the help of bold 
innuendoes, construed criminally; but to give 
that in evidence which was neither said nor 
done, to innuendo silence itsejf into high-trea- 
son, is entirely new, and the learned counsel 
deserve the glory of the discovery. But the 
bishop’s case will still appear the harder, when 
it is considered, that such stress hath been laid 
upon such remote and distant circumstances in. 
favour of this Bill, and at the same time your 
lordships were not pleased to receive on the 
bishop’s behalf legal evidence, real evidence, 
and such as in natural justice and equity ought 
to have been admitted. 

The bill that hath lately passed both Houses 
against Kelly, doth not hinder him from being 


* See the duke of Wharton’s speech, p. 520. 
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still a witness, for it hath not yet had the 
royal assent, and perhaps never may; but if it 
had, there is, as I apprebend, nothing in that 
bill, that will take away his testimony in any 
court in thekingdom. But be that as it will, I 
must beg leave to insist that he is at present a 
good witness, and as every body is satisfied 
that it was in bis power to clear up this whole 
affair, who knows what the awe of an oath 
might have extorted from hin? He appears to 
be a man under the influence of conscience, 
for his refusing the oaths to the government, 
and thereby suffering bis subsistence to be 
taken from him, is a manifest proof of it. If 
therefore your lordships had permitted Kelly to 
be produced when the bishop called for him, 
something probably might have been discovered 
to have ascertained either the bishop's guilt or 
his innocence, But as his case now stands, 
the evidence of his guilt appears very dark, 
and for ought I can observe, 1s like to con- 
tinue so. 


_. My Lords; I have now done: and if upon 


this occasion, I have tired your patience, or |. 


discovered a warmth unbecoming me, your 
lordships will impute it to the concern I am 
under, lest, if this Bill should pass, it should 


become a dangerous precedent for after ages. 


My zeal, as an Englishman, for the good of my 
country, obliges me to set my face against op- 
| geese in every shape ; and wherever I think 

meet with it (it matters not whether one man 
or five hundred be the oppressors) I shall be 
sure to oppose it with all my might: For vain 
will be the boast of the excellency of our con- 
stitution ; in vain shall we talk of our liberty 
and property secured to us by laws, if a pre- 


cedent shall be established to strip us of both, 


f 


where both law and evidence are confessedly 


_Wanting. 


Mv Lords ; Upen the whele matter, I take 
this Bill to be derogatory to the dignity of the 
Parliament in general, to the dignity of this 
House in particular: I take the Paios and 
Penulties in it to be much greater, or much 
Jess than the bishop deserves; I take every 


"Individual branch of the charge against him to 


be unsupported by any evidence whatsoever. I 
think there are no grounds for any private opi- 
mion of the bishop’s guilt, but what arises from 
abe prejudice only ;. I think private prejudice 

as nothing to do with judicial proceedings, I 
am therefore for throwing out this Bill. 


The Bill for inflicting Pains and Penalties 
on the Bishop of Ruchester passed.] ‘The earls 
of Peterborough and Cholmondeley spoke for 
the Bill; and then the question being put, it 
was resolved that the Bill do pass.* Content, 
83. Not Content, 43. 


* «Tbe commitment of the bishop of Ro- 
chester to the Tower, had occasioned great 
clamours. Under pretence of his being af- 
flicted with the gout, he was publicly prayed 
for in most of the churches of London and 
Westminster, and a print of bim was circulated, 
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Protest against it.] 
“ Disseutient’ 

1. “ Because the objection which we thought 
lay against the bills of Plunket and Kelly, that 
the Commons are thereby, in effect, let into ano 
equal share of judicature with the Lords, does 
hold stronger, as we apprehend, against the 
present biil, since by means of it a lord of par- 


in which he was represented looking through 
the grate of a prison, and holding in his hand a 
portrait of archbishon Laud, with some verses, 
commiserating his situation, and calling him 


‘* a second Laud, 
“© Whose Christian courage nothing fears but God.” 


“Tt was also appreheoded, that his removal 
on board the ship which was to convey him 
into banishment, would have been the signal of 
insurrection, but no tumults took place. Wal- 

ole, in a letter to Townshend, dated White 
Fall, J une 20, 1723, thus speaks of lus embsarka- 
tion: 

‘ The late bishop of Rochester went away 
‘on Tuesday. The crowd that attended hin 
‘before his embarkation was not more than 
“was expected; but great numbers of boats 
‘ attended him to the ship’s side. Nothing very 
¢ extraordinary, but the duke of Wharton’s be- 
¢ haviour, who went on board the vessel with 
‘him; and a free conversation betwixt his ho- 
¢ liness aad Williamson [ Governor of the Tower]: 
¢ with menaces of a day of vengeance.’ 

‘“‘ Many reports have been circulated con- 
cerning the severity with which Atterbury was 
treated in the Tower; but upon a candid exa- 
mination of the facts alledged by the bishop 
and his friends, we have no reason to imagine 
that he ufiderwent more rigour than a state 
prisoner accused of a treasonable conspiracy, 
usually meets with. The following instance of 
lenity is not generally known. He was ar- 
The articles of im- 
peachment were brought into the House the 
23d of March, 1723, passed the House of Com- 
mons on the 9th of April; he spoke. in his own 
defence on the 6th of May, and on‘ the 27th, 
the King gave his royal assent to the bill of 
pains and penalties. During the interval be- 
tween his impeachment and condemnation, se- 
veral chapters were perinitted to be held under 
his auspices, as dean of Westminster, and the 
subdean was allowed to act as his proxy. 
During the month of May, not less than eight 
chapters were held for signing leases, and on 
the Sist, it was agreed, ‘ That the lease of the 
‘manor of Pensham be now sealed and lie 10 
‘the chapter clerk’s hands as an escrole, till 
‘the bills he has sent up for the fines are due 
‘and paid, this being the last chapter likely to 
‘ be held till another dean be made, aud that 
‘ the present dean have his proportion of the 
‘fine.’ This unusual mode of proceeding, by 
which a very considerable fine was, before 
payment, reserved for Atterbury, was entirely 
owing to the connivance, if not to the interfer- 
ence of government, for it is a well known 
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liament is, in part, tried and adjudged to 
punishment in the House of Commons, and re- 
duced to a necessity either of letting his accu- 
sation pass undefended in that House, or of 
appearing there, and, as we take it, derogating 
from his own honour, and that of the Lords in 
general, by answering and making bis defence 
in the Lower House of Parlinment. 

1.“Because we are of opinion, that the 
Commons would be very far from yielding to 
the lords any part of those powers and privi- 
leges, which are properly theirs by the consti- 
tation, in any form er under any pretext what- 
soever; and it seems to us full as reasonable, 
that the Lords should be as tenacious of the 
rights and privileges which remain to them, as 
the Commons are on their part. 

8.“ Wethink this Bill, against a lord of par- 
lament, taking its rise in the House of Com- 
inons, ought the rather not to have received any 
countenance in this House, for that, as it appear- 
edtous by the printed votes of the House of 
Commons, that House had voted the Bishop 
guilty of all the matters alledged against bim in 
the Bill, before the Bill was brought into that 
House, and consequently before the Bishop had 
aay opportunity of being heard ; and, although 
there be nothing absurd in passing such.a vote, 
in order to their accusing by an impeachment, 
yet itseems ta us absolutely contrary to jus- 
tce, which ought to be. unprejudiced, to vote 
ay one guilty agaiast whom they design to 
Proceed in thear legislative capacity, or in the 
Datare of judges, before the party has an op- 
portunity to be heard on the Bill which is to 
ascertain the accusation, ur it is 50 much as 
brought in. . 

4.“ We are of opinion that no Jaw ought 
to be passed on purpose to enact, that any one 


a es ie Sa et ae ee 
fact, tliat the bishop of Rochester had offended 
chapter by his overbearing behaviour. 

“ Atterbury received the tribute of applause 
from the first poets of histime: Swift, Pope, 
and Gay have not omitted to pay high enco- 
miums to his talents and learning. Gay ob- 
serves, in his Epistle to Pope, 


«, See Rochester approving nods his head, 
Aud ranks one modern with the mighty dead.” 


* Pope, in his Epilogue to the Satires, de- 
tcnbes bis unsbaken firmness and resignation 
0 the hour of prosecution : 


, How pleasing Attesbury’s softer hour ; 
ow shines bis soul unconquer'd in the Tower.” 


“Pope and Swift maintained a-constant cor- 
Tspondence with him during his exile, and al- 
ways expressed the highest sentiments of vene- 
Fauon aud respect for his character. Pope, in 
Particular, almost idolised his banished friend, 
and was fully convinced of his honour and in- 
eerity, and that he was of a mind too noble to 

led by the spirit of vengeance to cabal 
“stinst his country. 
"How ignorant Pope was of his real cha- 


mCter, and how much Atterbury belied his ad- 


é 
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be guilty in law, and punished as such, but 
where such an extraordinary proceeding is 
evidently necessary for the preservation of the 
state ; whereas the crime offered to be proved 


‘against the bishop ef Rochester is, as we ap- 


prehend, his partaking in a traitorous conspi- 
racy against the government ;’ which conspi- 
racy (by God’s blessing) 1s detected, and, as 
we hope, disappointed, without the aid of such 
a dangerous proceeding as we conceive this te 
be 


5. “ Because there are yet certain known 
and established rules of evidence, which are 
pa of the law of the land, either introduced 

y acts of parliament or framed by reason 
and the experience of ages, adjusted as well for 
the defence of life, liberty, and property of the 
subject, as for the punishment of the guilty; 
and therefore these rules are, or ought to be, 
constantly adhered to, in all eourts of justice 3 
and, as we conceive, should be also observed, . 
till altered by law in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, whenever they try, judge or punish the 
subject, though in their legislative capacity: but 
since, in many instances, in this and the two 
other proceedings by bill, we have been taught 
the opinion of the .House, that these rules of 
evidence need not be ohserved by the Houses 
acting in their legislative capacity, we clearly 
take it to be a very strong objection to this 
manner of proceeding, that rules of law made 
for the security of the subject are of no 
use to him in it; and that the conclusion from 
hence is very strong, that therefore it ought 
not to be taken up, but where clearly neces- 
sary, a3 before affirmed ; and we desire to ex- 
plain ourselves so far upon the cases of necessity 
excepted, as to say we do not intend to include 


mirable portrait of a good and wise man in 
exile, neither acting from a principle of resent- 
ment, or impelled by revenge, was proved by 
his subsequent comduct. He had no sooner 
landed on the Continent, than he threw himself 
into the service of the Pretender, and became 
the principal agent of his affairs, first at Brus- 
sels, and afterwards in France. 

‘© Notwithstanding his boasted philosophy, 
Atterbury passed his time in exile, in a manner 
which reflects no credit on the firmness of his 
mind, or the purity of bis principles. The 
restlessness of his temper, his aspiring ambi- 
tion, his constant cabals, his anxious desire to 
return, the narrowness of his income, compared 
with his former opulence, and the continual 
defection of his partizans in England, preyed 
npon a mind like his, fed with hopes which 
were constantly disappointed, and stung with 
resentment which could not be gratified. His 
situation was embittered by the ill conduct of 
his son, and by the death of his beloved daugh- 
ter Mrs. Morice, who expired in his arms, and 


-of which sad event he has given a pathetic ac~ 


count in a letter ts Pope. He died at Paris, 
on the 15th of Feb. 1731, in the 7Oth year of 
his age.” Coxe’s Walpole. 
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@ necessity arising purely from an impossibility 
of convicting any other way. 

6. “If it be admitted, that traitorous cor- 
respondences in cyphers, aud cant-words may, 
to a degree, be discouraged by this sort of pro- 
ceeding, in which persons, as we think, are 
convicted on a more uncertain evidence than 
the known ru'es af law admit of, yet, we are of 
opinion, that convenience will be much more 
than out-weighed by the jealousy it must of 
necessity, as we conceive, create in the minds 
of many of his Majesty's most faithful subjects, 
that their lives, liberties and properties are uot 
sv safe, after such repeated examples, as they 
were before; and by the natural consequence 
_ of this apprehension, an abatement of their 
zeal for the government may ensue, excepting 
such persons as have had more than ordinary 
opportunities of being well instructed in prin- 
ciples of the utmost duty and loyalty. 

7. “ We cannot be for the passing this Bill, 
because the evidence produced to make good 
the recital of it, or that the lerd bishop of 
Rochester is guilty of the matter he therein 
stands accused of, is, in our opinion, greatly 
defective and insufficient, both.in law and 
reason, to prove that charge; the evidence 
consisting altogether, to the best of our ob- 
servation, in conjectures arising from circum- 
tances in the intercepted letters, or on a com- 
parison of hand-writings, resting on memory 
only, and there being, as we think, no proof of 
the Bishop’s knowing of, or being privy to any 
of the said correspondence; and as to the 
principal part of the charge against the Bishop, 
and on which, as we think, all the rest does 
depend, viz. the dictating the letters of the 
20th of April 1722, which the House of Lords 
seem to have determined that Kelly wrote, we 
are of opinion, that the Bishop has in his de- 
fence very clearly and fully proved, that he did 
not, nor possibly could, dictate those Letters, 
or the substance of any part of them, to Kelly, 
either on the day of their date, or at any time 
during several days next before or next after 
‘the day of their date, nor was in any capacity 
to write them himself, though the Letters must 
have been wrote within that compass of time ; 
and we are on the whole, of opinion, that the 
pow! and probability of the lord bishop of 

tochester’s innocence, in the matters he stood 

charged with, were much stronger than those of 

his guilt.—-—( Signed, ) Scarsdale, Bruce, Salis- 

bury, Poulett, Dartmouth, Craven, 

Aylesford, Ashburnham, Bathurst, Wes- 

ton, Arundell, Exeter, Oxford and Mor- 

timer, Willoughby de Broke, Pomfret, 

Hereford, Bingley, Osborne, Gower, 

Guilford, Cowper, Strafford, Denbigh, 

Northampton, Montjoy, Berkeley de 

Stratton, Cardigan, Fran. -Cestriens’, 

_ Anglesea, Litchfield, Foley, Hay, Tre- 

vor, Uxbridge, Compton, Masham, 
Middleton, Brooke, Stawell.” 

“I dissent for the Sixth and Seventh Rea 

sons of the aforegoing Protestation, and for the 

following Reasons; | 
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1. “ Because this extraordinary method of 


proceeding, by Bills of this nature, against 
persons who do not withdraw from justice, but 
_are willing to undergo a legal trial, ought, ia 
my opinion, to be supported by clear and 
convincing evidence; and, I apprehend there 
has been nothing offered to oy aa the 
allegations set forth in the pream 

Bill, ‘ To inflict pains and penalties on Francis 
‘lord bishop of Rochester,’ but what depends 
on decyphered letters, foreed constructions and 
improbable inuendos. 


le of the 


2, I conceive, that the examination of 


Philip Neynoe, taken before the lords of the 
Council, not swern to, nor signed, which ap- 
pears to mete be the foundation on which 


the charge against the bishop of Rochester is 
built, has been, in my apprehension, sufficiently 


proved, by the positive oaths of three persons, 


two of which have been, for several months, 
in separate custodies, confirmed by other cir 
cumstances, to have been a false and malicious 


contrivance of the said Neynoe, to save him- 


self from the hands of justice, and to work 
the destruction of the bisbop of lRoches- 
ter. 

3. “I donot apprehend, that the letters of 
the 20th of April, which are suggested to be 
wrote by George Kelly alias Johnson, and dice 
tated by the bishop, bave heen sufficiently 

roved to be the hand writing of the said Kelly; 
bet, on the contrary, it appears, to the best of 
my judgment, that the letter of the 20th of 
August (stopt at the Post-office, and from which 
the clerks of the post-office, on their memory 
only, swear they believe the said letters of the 
20th of April to’ be the same hand-writing, 
though they never sega aes two original let- 
ters together during all that time) has beev 
proved by three credible witnesses, concurring 
in every circumstance of their testimony, and 
well acquainted with the hand-writing of the 
said Kelly, not to be his hand-writing ; and, I 
conceive, that the difference they observed in 
the hand of the said Kelly, upon which they 
ground their opinions, is sufficiently supported, 
by comparing the said letter of the 20th of 
August, with the letters wrote by the said 
Kelly, to the lord Townshend and Mr. Dela- 
fave during the time of his confinement. 

4.*I do not apprehend, that any proof 
has been offered to support what has been 80 
much insisted on, and justly esteemed essential 
to the charge, that the bishop of Rochester 
dictated the letters of the 20th of April; but 
it has appeared, I conceive, that there has 
been no intimacy between the bishop and the 
said Kelly; and the testimony of the bishop's 
servants, concurring withthe evidence given 
on that head by the persons that Kelly lived in 
the strictest correspondence with, leaves, to 
the best of my judgment, no room to doubt, 
but that the acquaintance between them was 
slender and public; and tosugeest from thence, 
that the bishop dictated the letters of the 20th 
of April, when it appeared that, for many 
days before, he could not possibly see the said 
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Kelly, is, in my opinion, repugnant to reason, 
and contrary to justice. Wuarton.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Bill for laying 
e Tor upen Papists.] | April 26. Mr. Lowndes 
presented to thre House a bill, ‘ For laying a 
‘Tax upon Papists;’ * which was read the 
rt me, 


*“Upon the late Plot, Walpole grounded, 
what ms naore politic as I thought, than just, 
the submitting the estates of the Papists in 
England to a Tax of 100,000/. under the name 
ofa Composition for their Recusancy, although 
it did not appear that any, or atleast, bat very 
few of them. were engaged in this design. But 
he did it to terrify them from giving any coun- 
tenance to such undertakings, and to make 
them to stop, which they were most likely te 
beable to clo, all such from preceeding, by 
thewing them, that let what would happen, 
theyas a body of men should pay for it; and 
ahough the levy fell very short of the sum im- 
pored, yet it has, with the since mildness of the 
government towards them, very probably been 
the means of keeping these peop quiet from 
this time. Hle answered the objection of in- 
Jestice in it, aot by contending that they were 
1 this particular conspiracy, but this 100,000/. 
was bot a part of what tliey had already for- 
ited, which was a third part of their estates, 
from the time of their recusancy, and therefore 
due to the government, though not taken; and 
% the government now took but this smal! 
Proportion, it would rather be a favour to them 
to let this compound for the whole ; and a pro- 
vision was inserted in the act for that purpose. 

utall this appeared farce to me and some 
others, and which I shall shew you in what J 
stall say elyewhere upon this subject. 

“ Another thing which arose from this last, 
did not do the government so mach service as 
this: It happened by accident ; but be took it 
up and pursued it with his usual party spirit, 
aad it was this ; somebody in the debate of the 

Matter, said it ought to go to Protestant 
Non-jurors as well as to Papists, and the rather 
use they were both already liable to a 
double of the common land tax. This appeared 
% plausible, that it was generally given into ; 
then to do it with any justice, every body 
was to have an opportunity of swearing to the 


vernment ; and, to do it with effect, every 


J was to be obliged to swear; that thus the 

! Non-jarors might be known, and register 
restates, fur this or any future imposition 
the like sort, or to keep them in dread of it. 
Thave mentioned this last to you, not 80 
mach for the sake of the thing itself, as for the 
extraordinary effect and operation it produced. 
People in general were so terrified with the ap- 
| ns of not only forfeiting their estates 
possession if they did not take the oaths, 
bat also what they bad in reversions, limita- 
Uons ever so remote, or the least relatien to or 
expectation of any, nay with regard to their 


mon effects of 
We a of any sort, that the whole 


PARL. HISTORY, 9 Groner I. 1723.—Tax upon Papists. 


[354 
May 3. The above Bill was read a second 


time, and committed to a Committee of the 
whole House. | 


May 6. The Commons being in a Grand 
Committee on the said Bill, 


Mr. Lutwyche spoke against the Bill as fol- 
ows: 


a 
nation almost, men, women, and children, ca- 
pable of taking an oath, flocked to the places 
where the quarter sessions were holden, that 
they might by swearing to the government free 
themselves and their families from the danger, 
as they thought, of losing their fortunes to it. 
I saw a great deal of it, and it was a strange 
as well as ridiculous sight to see people crowd~- 
ing to give a testimony of their allegiance to a 
government, and cursing it at the same time 
for giving them the trouble of so doing, and for: 
the fright they were put into by it; and I am 
satisfied more real disaffection to the King and 
hjs family arose from it, than from -any thing 
which happened in that time. It made the 
government to appear tyrannical and suspici- 
ous, than which nothing can be more hurtful 
to a prince, or lessen his safety. 

““ Upon this occasion, which indeed was one 
of my reasons for relating this fact to you, I 
cannot help observing of what little use to a 
government the imposition of oaths to it has 
ever been. It is very true that nothing in the 
constitution is more ancient. It was the prac- 
tice among our Saxon ancestors, continued 
after the accession of the Norman race, and 
enfurced often by particular oaths under several 
of the following kings, but never prevented any 
revolution that either reasons of government or 
ambition could bring about. Tocome nearer to 
our own times, oaths were made to Charies the 
first, but did not save bim. Oaths were taken 
to the parliament and commoun-wealtb, but the 
same poops forgot them or broke them under 
Cromwell, and all at the restoration swore al- 
legiance to Charles the second, They swore 
the same to king James, and the success of the 
Revolution made the same persons almost take 
the same oaths to king William and queen 
Mary, and to queen Anne: many in the rebel- 
lion of 1715, had sworn to king George the first, 
and more who wished it success. After all 
this, who can think these bindings of any secu- 
rity? It may torture the minds of people, but 
never influences their actings. 

«‘ A government is never secure of the hearts 
of the people but from the justice of it, and the 
justice of it is generally a real security. A 
good government, therefore, does nut want 
these oaths to defend it, and a bad one, the ca- 
suists say, frees subjects from the obligation of 
them, and is a doctrine the people in all times - 
have given into. Some particular men may 
possibly be influenced by them, but I speak of 
the generality of the people ; and, with regard 
to them, it has ever been found at least useless. 
But this practice is, in many respects, generally 
very dangerous. Princes are apt to trust toe 

ZA 
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Mr. Speaker ; 

The gentlemen, who have spoke in favour of 
this Bill, have urged, That since the happy 
Revolution the Roman Catholics have been 
more or jess concerned in every conspirucy 
against the government ; so that if they did not 
shew themselves in the late conspiracy, it was 
out of prudence, and not for want of zeal for 
the Pretender’s cause. They will not allow, 
that it is liable to the objection of not being 
supported with particular tacts, but say, with 
great probability, That the Roman Catholics 
have made Jarge contributions here at hone, 
to send to the Pretrnder and his adherents 
abroad: And if they are in a capacity of sup- 
plying the necessities of their friends abroad, it 
#3 but very reasonable for them to contribute 
to the detraying an expence they have, in a 
great measure, occastoned at home. 

Upon this general way of reasoning, this Bill 
for raising a hundred thousand poun.s upon the 
Roman Catholics has been formed; and a ge- 
neral charge of this kind muy be a suthcient 
ground-work for u preamble to the Bill; but 
the enacting part ouztit to be supported wab 
particular facts plainly proved, otherwise we 
may involve innocent persons in a pumshment 
only due to the guilty. And though the legis- 
Jature hath sometimes gone upon the notoriety 
of the fact, it is to be hoped, that this method 
may be but seldom taken where the life or for- 
tune of any subject is in question ; nothing 
being more uncertain than hearsay, conjecture 


much to it in evil government, and are too 
much encourazed to that by it. Charles the 
first was deceived by it, and it deluded his sou 
James into the extravagant attempt he made 
upon the religion and iiberties of his subjects. 
Besides, the minds of men are often corrupted 
by this toa slight of the obligation of an oath 
in general, either by taking these oaths unwil- 
lingly, many times against their consciences, 
and only by compulsion. Others swear what 
they do not comprehend, as was the case of 
nine in ten of those who took the oaths on the 
occasion I have been speaking of, and then the 
evil is, as was observed by a great man at that 
time, that when men babituate themselves to 
swear what they do not understand, they will 
easily be brought to forswear themselves in 
what they do understand. The like danger is 
from the frequency of oaths that is here re- 
quired, which always takes otf from the awe of 
them, and consequently their force. Indeed 


no oath should be imposed where it is possible 


that the interest of the person taking it, should 
induce him either to break it or swear falsely ; 
and, 1n my opinion, no oaths at all should 

appointed but in judicial matters; which as 
they are necessary in those cases, should be 
kept fur them only, that they may thereby be 
the mure solemn, and consequently the more 
forcible there, where only they are really 
wanted, or can be of any true use-in society. 
To conclude this digression, t bave often won- 
dered. that men do not see the unreasonableness 
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and forced constructions; which the law hes 
wisely provided against by ascertaining fix 
rules to direct the judgment of the inferior 
courts of justice. - 

It is likewise given, as a political reason for 
passing of this Bill, That raising this hundred 
thousand pounds upon the Roman Catholics 
will deter the Jacobites abroad from entering 
upon such rash enterprizes, when they find thas 
their friends here m England are to saffer for 
the disturbance they give us: And it will also 
shew them, that the nation can put itself ina 
state of security without burthening the sub- 
ject; which has been one of the chief views of 
the conspirators to add fewel to the discon 
tents of the people. But.f none of these are 
guments shuld prevail; if the noteriety of the 
fuct does nyt convince; nay, if the greatese 
probability of the Roman-Catholics sending 
money abroad can meet with ase the 
legislature, say they, is highly justified in paes- 
ing this law tar uine an hundred thousand 
pounds upon the Rowan Catholics ; Since by 
the laws now on being, as by the acts of queee 
Elizabeth, the first of king George, &c. the 
Roman Catholics are subject to three times 
greater forfeitures than this tax will amount to: 
Aud that the raising of this hundred thousand 
pounds is a mitigation of the severity of the 
law; and so far trom being reckoned a bard- 
ship dune them, it ought co be considered ap 
indulyence in the government. 

I nave here thrown together some of the reas 


and danger of making peuple swear where there 
may be an interest to tempt them to forswear, 
or afterwards break their oaths, from that unij~ 
form practice of courts of justice not to suffer 
any one to be put upon his oath in jodgment, 
when he is either to get or lose any thing by the 
event of that cause in which he is. brought to be 
a witness, 

‘¢ But to return: notwithstanding the mpre- 
dence and fully of thus swearing the whole na- 
tion in the manner I have described, yet was 
the same thing continued by a subsequent act 
of parliament deliberately made against the ad- 
vice and adinonition, and to the great scandal 
of many wise men, who wisbed the best to the 
government, and saw the prejudice it would de 
io the King and his family. But as parties are 
generally factions, and the chief business of 
factions is to annoy eae another, those mer 
have always: most merit with their party whe 
contribute most to thishumour; and to that, aa 
this was designed to affect the Tories, must this 
silly zeal of the Whigs then i parliament, be. 
impeted: and it is most certain, that on too 
many occasions it has been thought, be was the 


‘honest Whig-friend to the government, who 


did most to make the Tories enemies to i6, 
which many of them from resentinent te the 
Whigs, and being deprived of power, did but 
too much incline, and give inte.”~—Speaker 
Onslow’s Remarks on vasious Parteof Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole’s Condect. Coxze’s Walpole, vol, 
2 p. 556s... - 
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sons which have been given for passing this bill; 
I think those I have mentioned are what 
seemed to me to make the greitest impression 
upoo the House, when this matter was first de- 
bated. These reasons were likewise inforced 
{See p. 51.] by a gentleman (Mr. R. Walpole) 
whese opinion is justly esteemed in all parlia- 
mentary considerations. I will now mention 
the objections, which occur to me against the 
pessiog of this Bill.- 

In answer to the general surmise of the 
Roman Catholics disaffection to the govern- 
meat ; I cannot help observing, That this gene- 
zal charge neither.can nor ought to affect any 
 tepties person, without proof of some partica- 

fact ailedged against him: And it would be 
the highest injustice to make one man suffer 
fer the crime of another. The law supposing 
% ineumbent every man te be accounta- 
ble for bis own actiune, doth not requiré what 
is not in any man’s power, to be answerable for 
- apother ; and i think I may affirm, with great 
certainty, thet in no one instance the laws 
have adjudged a penalty upon one man for the 
crime of another: For though in the case of 
higb-treason, the blood being attainred, a son 
does not attain the honours which would have 
descended to him, if his father bad not been 
guilty of treason; yet in that case a man does 
oaly forfeit a fee-simple estate, and the income 
of an estate vested in him during his natural 
dife: Bat the highest crimes and misdemeanors 
cannot avoid a settlement, to the prejudice of 
an inuacent person. 

I the rather insist upon the unreasonableness 
of punzshmeg one man for the crime of another, 
to shew the absurdity of a maxim which is laid 
down fur a certait doctrine, That because 
some of the Roman Catholics are suspected to 
have been concerned in the tate conspiracy, 
therefore the whole body of the Roman Ca- 
tholics must equally bear the burden of a tax, 
which some of them only sre alledged to have 
made necessary. I would not: be thought to be 
en advocate for the Roman Catholics, any far- 
ther chaz common justice requires, but I must 
appeal to every one who has read the report of 
the Committee appointed to examine Layer, 
Whether it appears there that the Roman Ca- 
thelics in general are concerned in the con- 

wwacy? Or, whether any mention is made in 

Report of any one Roman Catholic of cen- 
sequence, except a noble duke, [the duke of 
Norfolk} to whom a letter is supposed to be 
writ, mtimating, as if he knew of the designs 

ing on? How unjust then would it be, if 
the suspicion of this great man’s being engaged 
in traiterous practices, at the hazard of his life 
end fortene, should give occasion to the inflict- 
ing the severest penalties upon many innocent 
femilies, who neither wish nor can hope to bet- 
ver their fortane by any revolution of affairs. 

I think, Sir, I have fully answered what has 
been said for passing the Bill, upon the ge- 


Netelhead of disaffection ; but one thing more 


¥ will add, that if you impose this tax upon 
the Romean-Catholics, apon a general allega- 
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tion, That their religion maintains: principles | 
inconsistent with the welfare of the govern- 
ment ;’ you punish them ‘for the cause of their 
religion. And ‘for my own part, I look upon 
ee to be a doctrine odious in itself, 

ighly reflecting upon the honour of Parliament, 
and greatly infringing upon the freedom of the 
subject. Nor would I have his Se mild 
and gracious reign blemished witb such a mer- 
ciless act of the legislature, which must neces- _ 
sarily confirm the obstinate in their errors, and 
entirely alienate the affections of the well-dise 
posed Roman-Catholics, 

We are likewise told, ‘ That the raising this 
hundred thousand pounds upon the Roman-- 
Catholics is done oat of a political reason, to 
deter the Jacobites abroad from entering upon 
such rash enterprizes, by making their friends 
herein England pay the expence which the 
nation finds necessary for its own security.’ 
Asthis is a matter merely of speculation, and 
as there is no certain rule to go by to know 
what will be the consequence of raising such a 
tax, I will venture to give my conjectures upon 
‘this head. Ido imagine, that as the Preten- 
der’s scheme is unjust in itself, it can be formed 
upon no better hopes than the discontents of 
‘the people; andthe more room there: is fer 
complaint, the better prospect he has of suc- 
‘cess: and if it does happen that these complaints 
are well-grounded, as were the losses the peo- 
ple suffered in the South-Sea, then in such like 
-case, bow much industry 1s used by the Jaco- 
bites to aggravate the national grievances ; 
and to impute every mischance to the ill con- 
duct of the government. I am afraid, if the 
Roman-Catholics should be thus heavily taxed ; 
if their peaceable aad quiet behaviour does not 
intitlethem to the common protection of the 
government; nay, if they are more hardly used 
by not having been concerned than when the 
were actually engaged in rebellion: I say, 
am afraid they will embrace any opportunity to 
free themselves from such intolerable burdens, 
thinking under no form of government they can 
receive worse treatment. 

I shall next consider the groundwork of this 
whole Bill, viz. ‘ The raising one hundred thou- 
sand pounds upon the Roman-Catholics, in lieu 
of certain forfeitures they have incurred by 
several Acts of Parliament now in being.’ And 
by stating the balance betwixt the Roman-Ca- 
tholics and the government, it is pretended, 
‘ That the sum now demanded of the Roman 
Catholics falls far short of what is due to the 
government, if all their forfeitures were rigo- 
rously exacted.’ I am very ready to grant, that 
the Roman-Catholics have incurred several 
forfeitures : but I think the question at pre- 
sent is, whether it is necessary at this time, for 
the security of the government, to take advan- 
tage of those forfeitures? For if there is not 
some particular reason shewn, why you ought 
to exact them more at this time than another, 
you may with equal justice raise one hundred 
thousand pounds the next year upon the Ra- 
man Catholics; and so on, whenever the ge~ 
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veroment shall stand in need of such ea fund. 
But surely it is not sufficient to say, because 
the Roman-Catholics have incurred several 
forfeitures, that therefore you will take advan- 
tage of them: for the plain answer to that is, 
why do you do it now? And, Why have you 
not done it before? Itis here necessary to ob- 
serve, that when the legislature passed this law, 
to subject the Roman-Catholics to the forfeiture 
of two thirds of their estates, this law was ra- 
ther made intentionally to keep the Roman- 
Catholics in subjection to the government, than 
with any design of having it put in execution. 
For otherwise, I dare say, 0 many administra- 
tions, who are the executive part of the law, 
could never have thus long dispensed with 
their duty. 

If we look back as far as the reformation, 

we shall find, that the Roman Catholics were 
never more numerous, never more powerful, 
than at the revolution, just upon king James’s 
abdication. Then all means had been used 
to propagate popery; men of that persuasion 
were put into places of profit and trust; the 
army was filled with Roman Catholics, and it 
was generally thought that the nation was ripe 
to take upon them the drudgery of the Roman 
yoke. When King William came to the 
crown, he was warmly told of the dangers of 
popery ; that as there were severe laws against 
the Roman Catholics, they ought to be put in 
execution: that the Roman Catholics held 
correspondence, and were carrying on plots 
and contrivances with king James, then in 
_ France, who, as he had an undoubted title to 
the crown, was supported by one of the most 
powerful princesin Europe. Then the com- 
‘petition for the crown was greatly different 
rom the wild and extravagant pretensions of a 
popish fugitive, fled to Rome for sanctuary, 
after having been turned out of most of the 
courts of Europe. But king William who was a 
wise and just prince, and knew that no free 
state could long subsist, but in doing equal and 
impartial justice, would not eonsent to the 
utting those laws in execution against the 
man Catholics, which he knew amounted to 
no less than a persecution, However, the King, 
to gratify the fears of those about him, who 
were continually possessing bim with the dan- 
gers of popery, ordered an exact account to be 
taken of the conformists, non-conformists, and 
papists in England, to see what proportion 
there was betwixt the Papists and Protestants ; 
and upon an exact scrutiny, the account was 
found to stand thus: one hundred and seventy 
nine Conformists, viz. those of the established 
church, to one Papist; besides Presbyterians, 
Quakers, Independents, and all other Protes- 
tant dissenters. 

If the Roman Catholics were, at the begin- 
ning of the Revolution, but a handful of peo- 
ple; if all the encouragement given to them by 
king James cuuld not enable thier to maintain 
a king of their own religion upon the throne, 
what have we now to apprehend from them? 
Since many of them have followed the fate of 
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king James, and several of them have conform- 
ed to the Church of England : So that. we may 
reasonably conclude, that the number of Roman 
Catholics is one third less than they were when 
king William came to the cruwn. And I beg 
leave here to observe a votion, which has long 
prevailed, ‘ That the liberties of England can 
never be in danger, but by the Roman Catho- 
lics.’ Indeed, one would have imagined that 
experience would have exploded this opimon, 
since there is nothing more certain than if all 
the Protestants were united, no power upon 
earth could hurt us. The contest does not lie 
betwixt the Protestant and Roman Catholic 
religion: our divisions are not occasioned by 
the increase of Popery, but it is obvious to 
every man unconcerced in the dispute, how the 
leaders of each party promote their own 
mercenary ends by possessing their followers 
with unnecessary fears and groundless jea- ~ 
lousies. : , 

. I must own, besides the injustice of passing 
such a law,I am moved with compassion to my 
fellow subjects, whose condition must be very 
deplorable, if this bill should pass into a law. 
I would instance in the case of a gentleman 
of 1,000/. per annum, who pays 500/. per ann. 
rent charge: He mast pay double taxes, which, 
at present amounting to 4s. in the pound, 
comes to 2001, a year, out of his 1,000/. a year: 
He must likewise pay his proportion of this 
100,000/. which, at a moderate computation, 
will be 5s. in the pound, which is 250/. more to 
be added to the deduction out of his estate; | 
What then will a gentleman of 1,000/. per 
annum have to live upon? It is said in answer 
to this, That the Roman Catholics do not pay 
more taxes, in several places, than the Protest- 
ants. But suppose it were true, that they now 
pay no more than 2s. in the pound, the case of 
this gentleman will be still very much to be la- 
mented; and instead of paying 9501. he will 
pay 850/. out of bisestate. I have mentioned 
this particular case, to shew the unreasonable 
severity of this tax; but I dare say, many more 
instances might be given of the like nature. 

I cannot help being a little surprized, that 
those gentlemen who are so well acquainted 
with the circumstances of our affairs abroad, 
did not consider, before they brought in this 
Bill upon the Roman Catholics, that his Ma- 
jesty’s allies would certainly interpose in their 
behalf: And if upon a refusal to act the friend- 
ly part, our Protestant brethren abroad should 
be more severely dealt with, we should in vain 
complain of the breach of treaties and of the 
laws of the empire, when we have broke 
through the common ties of humanity, 

I know no better rule of government, than 
to punish the guilty, and protect the innocent ; 
neither the one can complain of hard usage, 
though he may be pitied, nor will the other 
wish for a change of that government, which 
defends him from the oppression of wicked and 
ill-designing men, But to punish a body of 
people, whom before the report was made, you 
suspected to be criminally concerned in the 
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cospiracy; and whom, upon enquiry, you find 
tobemngcent in every particular suggestion 
alledged against them, I do not take to be the 
neans of convincing the world of the impar- 
a! of our proceedings. 

I find great stress laid upen the Roman Ca- 
tholics sending money to the Pretender, and his 
adherents abroad; a fact so confidently affirm- 
ed, that one would expect some better proof of 
it then a general assertion; and yet I have 
Dever heard one single instance given to con- 
vince me of the truth of this assertion. Con- 
sidenng the great vigilance of the ministry, who 
have been able to discover the most subtle con- 
trivances in ‘ing on this conspiracy, it ap- 
to me sy aatikely, if the Roman Catho- 
bad made any considerable remittances 

ebread, that they should have escaped the no- 
bce of the government. I would fain know 
how comes this notion of the Roman Catholics 
sending money abroad; and why they are 
more zealous for the Pretender’s cause, than 
the rest of the Jacobites? If it is an eqaal con- 
(bution among the Jacobites, it ought to be an 
equal tax upon the Nonjurors and every man 
who has paid his quota, as well as upon the 
Roman Catholics. But to single out one set 
of men from the herd of the Jacobites ; and 
upon mere supposition, to inflict the severest 
penalties upon them, is an act no ways agree- 
able to the just and equitable proceedings of 
toraias For which reasons I am against 


, 


Mr. Lutwyche was supported by Mr. West, 
=e Gage, and Mr. Thompson, member for 


Mr. Trenchard, in particular, declared, That 
he thought it very unreasonable that the Papists 
should bear the whole burden of this tax, when 
there were so many Jacubites who had contri- 
bated as much to the raising public disturbances 
as the Ay ee themselves; and therefore he 
moved, ¢ the Nonjurors ought to be in- 
cloded in the said tax intended to be raised 
upon Papists.” 

Accordingly, after some debate, the Com- 
mitee came to the following Resolution, viz. 
“That towards raising the sum of 100,000/. 
Franted to his Majesty, towards reimbursing to 
the poe the great expences occasioned by 
the late rebellions and disorders, to be raised 
tnd levied upon the real and personal estates 
of all Papists, an equal rate and proportion be 
raised and levied upon the real and personal 
estates of every other person, being of the age 
of eighteen heed or upwards, not having taken 
the oaths of supremacy and allegiance, and the 

Gration oath, who shall upon due summons 

ct or refuse to take the same.” : 

This Resolation being the next day reported 
by Mr. Farrer, a motion was made, and the 
question pot, that the said Resolution be re- 
Committed, bat it was carried in the negative. 

wea it was resolved, Phat the House do agree 
with the Committee, and ordered, That there 


be an instruction to the Committee of the 
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whole House to alter and amend the Bill, ¢ For 
‘ laying a tax on all Papists,’ pursuant to the — 
said Resolution. 

May 11. The Commons, in a Committee of 
the whole House, made a farther progress in. 
the Bill: and a motion being made by Mr. 
Lutwyche for a clause for including the Papists 
and Nonjurors in Scotland, in the Tax in- 
tended to be laid on Papists and Nonjurors in 
England, it was carried in the affirmative by 
@ majority of five voices only. 

May 14. Mr. Farrer reported the Amend. 
ments the Committee had made to the Bill, 
which were agreed to, except the clause above- 
mentioned; upon which a debate arising, lord 
Gage and Mr. Hetcheson insisted upon the 
equitableness of the said clause, and 

Sir Joseph Jekyll said thereupon, That he 
knew no reason why the Scots should be ex- 
cused from paying their proportion of this ex- 
traordinary tax, unless it was, because forty- 
five Scots representatives in that House always 
voted as they were directed: But if that was 
the reason, it was to be feared, lest Cornwall, 
which sends up alinost an equal number of 
members, might, upon the same consideration, 
claim an exemption from taxes. ; 

Bat Mr. Rebert Walpole having represented, | 
That the names and real estates of the Scots 
Papists and Nonjurors not being registered, it 
was impossible to ascertain their proportion of 
this tax, he was supported by most of the 
courtiers; and the question being put, That 
the said clause be made part of the Bill, it was 
carried in the negative by 178 votes against. 
170. And then some other Amendments 
being made by the House to the Bill, it was 
ordered to be engrossed. However, two days 
after, a Bill was ordered to be brought in to 
oblige all Papists and Nonjurors in Scotland, to 
register their names and real estates; which 
was accordingly brought in, and bad an easy 
passage through both Houses. 

May 17. .The Bill, ‘ For laying a tax upon 
‘ Papists and Nonjurors in England,’ was pass- 
ed and sent up to the Lords. 


Debate in the Lords on the Bill for laying a 
Tax upon eeeeiey. May 20. The Lords read 
the second time a Bill from the Commons, in- 
tituled, ‘An Act for granting an Aid to his 
‘Majesty, by laying a Tax upon Papists.’ 
And a motion being made, That the said Bill 
be committed, and the question being put 
thereupon, it was carried in the affirmative, by 
57 against 42; Nine of which last entered 
their dissent, viz. The earls of Scarsdale, 
Litchfield, Strafford, Uxbridge, and Pomfret, 
and the lords Bingley, Foley, Gower, and Ashe 
burnham. | 

May 21. The Lords went into a Committee 
upon thesaid Bill, and a Rider being offered to 
be added to it, for making the Scots Roman — 
Catholics and Nonjurors to contribute towards 
the said tax; the same was rejected. 

May 22. The Bill was read the third time, 
anda motion being made, That the same de 
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, it was strongl 
Erradurd, lord bite pacer wper, lord 
Bathurst, and lord Bingley, who represented, 
Thac this Bill was downright persecution; that 
it was a fourth Bill to inflict pains and penal- 
ties in an unprecedented manner: But they 
were answered by the lord Townshend, lord 
Carteret, earl Cadogan, bishop of Hereford*, 
earl of Macclesfield, earl of Ilay, and the duke 
ef Newcastle, ‘That the Papists had incurred 
far greater penalties, so that this Bill was rather 
an indulgence than a persecution. 

These were replied to by 

Earl Cowper, who suggested, That whatever 
glows was put upon this law, it would always 
looked upon as persecution by those, at 
least, who were to he affected by it, and be 
ished for other people’s crimes; and what 
ardships the Protestants abroad might suffer, 
when we persecuted the Romar Catholics at 
home, he left to their lordships’ consideration: 
That he was inforined, that the king of Spain 
and the regent of France had used their good 
offices in behalf of those of their own religion 
amongst us, and as, on the other hand, those 
two powerful princes had given undoubted 
proofs of their friendship to his Majesty, 
im discovering and hing of the late Con- 
epiracy, so they d not but think ves 
jndifterently requited for it, if this Bill should 
pase intd a law. His lordship added, That no 
state ever got any thing by persecating its sub- 
jects, of which he gave several instances, and, 
im particular, shewed the ill effects of perseca- 
tion ia France, which had drove away the 
wealthiest of their merchants aad most- in- 
dustrious artificers; urging, thet this bill mighe, 
in hke manner, force the English Roman Ca- 
tholics to leave the kingdom, and carry eight 

er nine hundred thousand into fore 
countries. For all these reasons his lordship 

, was for rejecting the Bill. 

But the question being put upon the motion 
for passing the same, it was resolved in the af- 
firmative. 

48 § Not-Content, 37 
18 


Content, 
21 Proxies, 


Proxies, 
—69 "we 55 
Upon this the following lords entered their 
dissent, viz. Uxbridge, Bingley, Gower, Foley, 
Asburnbam, Lechmere, Litchfield, Scarsdale, 
Montjoy, Pomfret, Hay, Fran. Cestrieus’, Wil- 
loughby de Broke, Strafford, Cowper, Weston, 
Coventry, Bathurst, Tadcaster. 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the Ses- 
sion.} May 27. His! Majesty, after having 
yiven the royal assent‘to the Bills for in- 
fiicting Pains and Penalties on the bishop of 
Rochester, Mr. Kelly, and Mr. Plunket, with 
several other public and private bills, was 
Pleased to tell both Houses, that be had or- 
dered the Lord Chancellor to declare to them, 
in his Majesty’s name and words, the reason of 
his coming that day to parliament. Whers- 


yee serene en greene eane SEG eneSpayaE PRES 
* Dr. Benjamin Hoadly; see vol. 7, p. 6T1. 
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Speech to both Houses, as followeth, vis. 


“¢ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“T am epbereae potwithstanding the un- 
usual length of this session, you will not think 
your time has been misemployed, in consulting 
the necessary means for preserving the peace 
and quiet of the kingdom, end bringing te jus- 
tice some of the chief promoters of that coufa- 
sion which lately threatened the nation. 

“‘ The prudent measures you bave taken for 
our common security, and your enabling me 
to defend my kingdoms against any designs or 
attempts of our enemies, are the most con- 
vincing testimonies of your fidelity and affeo- 
tion to me, and of your concern for the liber- 
ties of my people. Be assured, the confidence 
you have reposed in me, shall never be made 
use of, but for their safety and defence. 

“ The Papers which have been laid before 
you, for your information, and have since 

n published for the satisfaction of the world, 
evidently shew that the Conspirators had 
brought their wicked erts and practices to such 
a perfection, that they confidently earried on 
their traitorons projects in defiance of the 
law, from an assurance of their being able to 
elude it; the respect and reverence dee to the 
law had been lost, and the tranquillity of my 

ple eadangered, had not yoo interposed. 

is made it mecessary for the lemslature to 

exert itself in punishing’ such offenders, whose 
guilt is too certain to leave the least room for 
doabt, and whose crimes are too heinous to 
admit of any aggravation. 

‘ And yet it is with pleasure I reflect, that 
the justice of parliament has been so tempered 
with mercy, that even those, who are resolved 
to be dissatisfied, must acknowledge the lenity 
of your proceedings, and will be at a loss for 
any pretence to complain, so few examples 
having been made, and the penalties inflicted 
by bill, falling so much short of the punish 
ments due for the sanie crimes by the common 
course of law. ; 

“ The firmness you have shewn, must con- 
vince all the world, how much they were mis- 
taken, whose chief hopes were founded on the 
disaffection of my people. It gave me great 
satisfaction to see as general a concurrence 18 
full parliament upon this occasion, as_ has bees 
ever known on any former; and it 1 to be 
hoped, our enemies will cease to flatter them- 
selves with the vain imagiantion of being able 
to subvert our religion and present establish- 
meot. i 

‘© Gentlemes of the House of Commons. 

‘I must acknowledee, in a particular man- 
ner, the great readiness you have shewn in 
raising the necessary Supplies tor the ensuing 
o It is an unexpected felicity, that you 

ave been able so far to seal pele the hopes 
of our enemies, as to avoid laying any aew 
burtben upon my people, and that, so s0ea 
atter that great sh aod convulsion in all the 
publie funds, and in the midst of insestine 


- 
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alarms and disturbances, the eredit of the na- 
tion should so far revive and flourish, that not 
only the supplies of the year should be raised 
at a much lower interest, than was ever known 
is the most quiet time, but part of the national 
debt should be reduced from an interest of five 
to three per cent.* and put in a course of be- 
ing s00n discharged. 
“ My Losda and Gentlemen ; 


“I retarn you my most sincere thanks for | 


the indefatigable pains you have taken in the 
service of the sable: T earnestly recommend it 
to you, in your several stations and countries, 
to persevere in your endeavours for preserving 
the peace of the kingdom; by justice aad reso- 
lotion, to subdue the restless spirit of faction 
asd sedition; and by prudence and temper to 
eared the saci | 
. e extraordinary affairs calling me 
abroad this summer, I doabe not hut that the 
wisdom aad vigilance of my goed subjects will 
prevent our enemies from taking any advan- 
tage of my absence. To gnin the hearts.and 


afections of my peeple shall always be gy 
yal. 


and principal care; on their re dee 
ty I will entirely depend: And they ara 
as surely sed wire OA my protection in the full 


enjoyment their religion, liberty, and pro~ 
perty. | | 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
pariamemt to the 2nd day of July; after which 


% was farther prorogued to the 9th of Ja- 
buary, 1724. 


PainctPaE OccuRRENCES BURING THE Re- 
crss— The King goes to Hanover— Promotions 
—The Keng’s Clemency—State of Foreign Af- 
fairs— Weod’s Half-pence— Death of Earl Cow- 
per-—The King returns to England.*] The King, 
whom tiie Conspiracy had detained in England 
the last year, bad no sooner put an end to the 
sesson, but he set out fer his German domi- 
mows. He embarked for Holland the 3d of 


*« August 30, 1723. Yop cannot but ob- 
serve the late rise of eur stocks. Sooth Sea was 
actually sold on Monday at 110. But the bulls 
aad beass have sunk it again to betwixt seven 
and eight. I had the good fortane to tell ins 
Majesty before he went, that I thought it would 
Come to thie price befere Michaelmas. This 
nee was nothing imaginary, not at all the effect 
ef art. The public credit is now in so Roarish- 
ing a condition, that upoo 
_ dechess of Marlborough had a mind to make 
ia that lean, | could have bad 200,000/. in 
land talises, with the mterest upon them, which 
was about 12s. 6d.; in ali $4 129. 6d.; and I 
tak it 25 plein we shalt have the whole sup- 

ly of next year at 3 per cent. even without the 

money; and I flatter myself, that 
the next session of parliament will bring po 
Gweredit to those that have the honour to serve 
she King in his revenue.”. Robert Walpole to 
Levd Townshend. Coxs’s Walpole, vel; 2, p. 
376. ; 


+ Tanda. 


» 


ther, the bishop of 


some difficultees the: 


June, and, after staying two days with ha bre- 

; Dsaabure, eedvad teed Gh 
at Herenbausen. He appoimted Lords Justices 
im bis abeence as usual, the prince being still 


| excluded, who was now in his 41st year. The 


lord Harcourt, formerly so strictly united with 
the earl of Oxford, and queen Anae’s other mi- 


nisters, and who had defended them with so 


cb seal, was one of the Lords Justices. Mr. 
alpole was likewise of the number, and acted 
2s secretary of state. in the absence of the lords 


| ‘Fownshend and Carteret, who were with the 


King. It was intended to advance him to the 
peerage, but he chose rather to have that he- 
Doer conferred on his son, who was mndé 
baron Walpole of Walpole in the county of 
Norfolk.* About the same time, Mr. Pulte- 
aey, chairman of the late committee of sécreey, 
was ries! cofferer of the agers and 
Philip, lord Stanhope, in of the en 
of the geard ; Dr. Giteon was translated trons 
Liacoln to Loadon ; Dr. Reynolds from Ban- 

rto Lincoln ; and Dr. Bradford from Care 

e to Rochester; Dr. Waugh was promoted 
to Carlisle, and Dr. Willis, on the death of 
Dr. Trimnel, to Winchester ; Dr. Hoadly was 
translated from Hereford to Salisbury; Dr. 


Green on the death of Dr. Fleetwood, from 


Norwich to ‘Ely: Dr. Leng was made bishop 
of Norwich; and Dr. Eyerton, brother to the 
duke of Bridgewater, of Hereford. . 

The king, before his departure, shewed his 
clemency to those who had been taken ap on 
account of the Plot. The earl of Orrery was | 
released from his confinement, and admrtted to 
bail; as. were also the duke of Norfolk, the 
lord North and Grey, Dennis Kelly, Thomas 
Cochran, and Swathfegger, the ear! of Orrery’s 
secretary. On the 20th of June, Dr. Friend 
was admitted to bail; and two days after, Dr. 
Atterbury embarked on hoard the Aldborough, 
asmill man of war, which bad orders tu land 
him in France. He was put on shore at 
Calais, accompanied with his daughter Mrs. 
Morrice, and her husband who was high bailiff 


* The lord Townshend’s eldest son was 
called up to the House «f Peers, by the title of 
baron Townshend of Lynn Regis, and made 
one of the gentlemen of the bed-ebamber, in 
the room of the lord Teynham, who some days 
before shot himself, and died an hour after. 

The Patent t» the lord Walpole began thas ; 

“ Oar most beloved and most faithful coun- 
seller Robert Walpole, first Commissioner of 
the Treasury, with the assitance of other select 

s, and Chancellor of our Excheqrer, hav- 
mg highly recommended himself to our royal 
favour by his many sérvices to us, (0 our house, 
and to his own ceontry, we did not thik him 
enworthy to be advanced to the rank of the 
Peers of this realm. Bot, though he rather 
ehuses to merit the highest titles than to wear 
theni, we have however thought fit, in order to 
eonoble his family, to confer on the son the 
honour due to the father, and to ruse to the 
peerage Robert Walpole junior, esq. ; &c.” 


¥ 
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of Westminster. At Calais he was told, that 
the late lord Bolingbroke, having obtained bis 
ardon, was just arrived there in his way to 
England ; upon which the bishop merrily said 
«Then Iam exchanged.’ The king had grant- 
ed the lord Bolingbroke a pardon the day after 
the parliament broke up, of which one of bis 
friends instantly set out for France to bring him 
word. Heimmediately returned tu England to 
plead his pardon, in expectation that a sew 
arliament would repeal his attainder. The 
ord Harcourt had prevailed with the king to 
shew him this favour, though Mr. Walpole had 
opposed it at the council board with unanswer- 
able arguments: He was against loosening the 
hands of one, who (as he said) he foresaw, from 
his former conduct and ambition, and the na- 
tural restlessness of his temper; would go any 
Jengths to pvison the minds of the subjects, 
in order to disturb the national tranquillity, that 
he himself might the easier arrive at power. 
But, notwithstanding his disapprobation, be was 
forced to give way. 
Before the king left England, it was agreed 
in council, that the troops should be incamped 
as they had been the last summer, and that the 
horse-guards should be quartered round Hyde- 
park, in order to be ready to assemble, if there 


- ghould be occasion. 


These measures kept all things quiet in Great 
Britain, during the king’s seven months ab- 
sence. The same reasons, which had required 
bis presence abroad, detained him perhaps 
longer than he intended. He was received in 
his dominions in the most agreeable manner, 
and was complimented by at least 12 foreigo 
ministers. The king and queen of Prussia 
waited likewise upon him, by which means his 
court was as splendid, and as much the scene 
of affairs, as ever the court of Great Britain 
had been. . 

Affairs were then at a sort of crisis: the 
uselessness of the congress of Cambray and of 
Brunswic, where little bad been done, having 
worn out the patience of the princes whose in- 
terests were to be determined there, they en- 
tered into separate negociations, and sought 
the means of coming to an‘agreement. The 
czar and king of Sweden were going to con- 
clude a treaty favourable to the duke of Hol- 
stein’s pretensions to Sleswick, of which king 
George had guaranteed the possession to the 
king of Denmark : It was to be feared, that 
this treaty might affect even Bremen and 
Verden, lately annexed to the electorate of 
Hanover. 

On the other hand, France and Spain seemed 
to be sincerely reconciled, and willing to unite 
‘against the emperor. The regent bad project- 
ed a marrage between the king of France and 
the infanta of Spain, then 3 years old, and bad 
married his second daughter mademoiselle de 
Montpensier to the prince of Asturias, and, a 
year after, another daughter to don Carlos, 
eldest son of Philip 5, by his second wife. 
These two powers endeavoured to draw the 
czar to their side ; they offered new treaties to 
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England, more advantageous than the former, 
in regard tu trade, but strongly insisted upon 
the restitution of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon ; 
and it was wished, that court would not ‘be 
concerned in the affairs of Italy, and would 
declare openly against the Ostend company. 

This situation of so opposite interests was 
full of difficulties. The Emperor, pressed too 
much, ‘might declare for the czar and the 
Swede: Poland, confined between these two 
powers, could not help taking part with them : 
Almost all Italy exclaimed against the treaty of 
London: The pope bad protested against any 
decisions at Cambray to the prejudice of his 
right: The king of Sardinia, the dukes of Tus- 
cany, Parma, and Modena, had presented me- 
morials equivalent to so many protestations: 
France and Spain were inclined to support 
them: War was every where on the point of 
breaking out: England, engaged by so many 
treaties, and her own interests, nust have been 
concerned: For king George to declare against 
the emperor, was exposing his German domi- 
nions, aod helping to strengthen two powers 
already very formidable to the rest of Europe: 
Yo take part with the emperor was mupporting 
the new establishment at Ostend, and arming 
against himself, France, Spain, and perhaps 
Russia and Sweden. 

King George overcame all these difficulties, 
or at least suspended their ill consequences. 
He entered into stricter alliances with the 
kings of Prussia and Denmark: He used his 
endeavours to prevail with the emperor to be 
more ready to end his differences with Spain, 
and to desist from the affair of Ostend, against 
which his subjects io particular, and his faithful 
allies the States-General, were extremely incen- 
sed. In England, as hath been related, the 
commons had voted against it. 

One of the king’s principal designs, when he 
came to Hanover, was to persuade the court of 
Vienna to desist from erecting the Ostend 
India Company: He laboured constantly at it, 
but the success did not answer his good inten- 
tions. That court promised, in general, not to 
do any thing contrary to,treaties, and che nights 
of others, but avoided to enter into any discus- 
sion, and disregarded the representations that 
were made from al! parts. 

It was the same with respect to the czar. 
So that the king’s journey proved fruitless, and 
the negotiations might have been as well car- 
ried on at London as at Hanover. Something 
was also done for the Protestants, whose com- 
plaints continued, because they were still 
oppressed, and new grievances were added to 
the old. The king of Prussia readily entered 
juto the design to procure them ease and tran- 
quillity. 

This union put a stop at least to greater ca- 
lamities; and appeared to be very cordial. 
King George spent four or five days at Berlin, 
where he was received and treated with great 
respect and magnificence. The two secretaries 
of state, the lords Townshend and Carteret, 
who attended him, had frequent conferences 

4 


369) PARL: HIST., 9 Geoncr I. 1723.—Principal Occurrences during the Recess. [370 


with the king of Prussia’s ministers, in order to 

conclude some alliance to prevent the czar’s 

designs, in favour of thé duke of Holstein: The 

proposals were neither rejected nor received, 
and assurance was given that no engagement 
should be made contrary to what had been 
reed. 

Tveking, having been informed that his sub- 
jects in Ireland were in want of small money, 
mades contract with William Wood, to furnish 
that kingdom with copper halfpence and far- 
things. The copper was to be of such fineness, 
and the money of such a werglit, as agreed upon 
in the patent granted for that purpose. When 
this money came to be circulated in Ireland, 
grest clamour was raised against it, and the 
eapeai which met on the 5th of Septem- 

r,came to these resolutions : 

“That the importing and uttering of copper 
hal-pence and farthings, by virtue of Wood's 
patent, would be prejudicial to the revenue, 
destructive of trade, and of dangerous conse- 
quence tothe rights of the subject: That the 
sate of the nation had been misrepresented to 
te king, in order to obtain the patent: That 
the half-pence wanted weight; and, though the 
terms of the patent had been complied with, 
there would have been a loss to the nation of 

1301. per cent. That it had been always highly 
Prejudicial to the kingdom to grant the power 
of coinage to private persons, and would at all 

umes be of dangerous consequences.” 

Addresses from both Houses, agreeable to 
these Resolutions, were transmitted to the 
king, who, in Answer to the Commons, said, 
He was very much concerned, that his granting 
the patent for ceining of half-pence and far- 
things, agreeable to the practice of his royal 
predecessors, had given so much uneasiness to 
the House of Commons; and, if there had been 
tay abuses committed by the patentee, his Ma- 
jety would give the necessary orders for in- 
quiring 1ato, and punishing those abuses, and do 
Rei thing, that was in his power, for the satis- 
(or wi of bis people. Pursuant to this answer 
of Fr ne the Commons returned an Address 
of th anks) the affair was referred to the lords 
© privy-council in England, by whom a 

port of it was drawn up in July the next 
the a this Report they justified the con- 

Mace. - patentee, and observed that, his 

Be ad eke ordered that an essay should 

Me 7 the fineness, value, and weight of 

qui § Copper money, and the goodness 

one compared with the former coinages of 
fine money for Ireland, and the copper 
ay coined in his mint in England, it had 

: ha referred to sir Isaac Newton, 
ae it well, and Mr. Scroope, to make the 
2 ti . trial ; and it appeared, That the Pix 
Wood § aa coined at Bristol by Mr. 

wh oe -reland, containing’ the trial pieces, 


which was sealed ; 
. G a 
COining, was 0 nd locked up at the time of 


pened at his Majesty’s mint at 
the ; ajesty’s mint a 
the Ha at the comptroller’s account of 
coined © of half-pence and farthings 


Von VL with Mr, Wood’s account, 


gimnounting to 59 tons, 3 hundred, 1 quarter, 
11 pounds, and 4 ounces: That by the speci- 
mens of this coinage, which had from time to 
time been taken from the several parcels 
coined, and sealed up in papers, and put into 
the Pix, 60 half-pence weighed 14 ounces troy, 
and 18 penny-weights, winch is about a quarter 
of an ounce above one pound weight averdu- 
pois ; and S80 farthings weighed 3 ounces and $ 
quarters of an ounce troy, and 46 grains; 
which 1s also above the weight required by the 
patent: That both half-pence and farthings, 
when heated red hot, spread thin under the 
hammer, without cracking: That the copper, 
of which Mr. Wood's coinage is made, is of the 
same goodness and value with the copper, of 
which the copper money is coined in his Ma- 
jesty’s mint for England, and worth, in the 
market, about 13 pence per pound weight aver- 
dupois: That a pound of copper wrought into 
bars and fillets, and made fit for coinage, before 
brought into the mint at the Tower of London, 
is worth 18 pence per pound, and always costs 
as much, and is coined into 23 pence of copper 
money by tale for England. That the half- 
pence and farthings coined by Mr. Wood, 
when compared with the copper money coined 
for Ireland in the reigns ef king Charles 2, king 
James 2, and king William and queen Mary, 
considerably exceeds them all in goodness, fine- 
ness, and value of the copper, none of them 
bearing the fire so well, not being malleable, 
wasting very much in the fire, and great part 
of them burning into a cinder of little or no 
value at all. The fact being thus proved to be 
on the side of Mr. Wood, the lords Committees 
shew, that his Majesty’s royal predecessors al- 
ways exercised the undoubted prerogative o 
granting patents for copper coinage in Ireland 
to private persons, none of which patents were 
equally beneficial to that kingdom, nor so well 
guarded with proper covenants and conditions 
for the cue execution of the powers thereby 
granted, as this of Mr, Wood, though the veli- 
dity of these patents, and a due compliance 
with them, was never in any one instance till 
this time disputed or controverted. ‘They then 
prove, that Mr. Wood’s patent was not, as had 
been suggested in Ireland, obtained clandes- 
tinely, in an unprecedented manner, but after 
a reference to the attorney and solicitor-gene- 
ral, and after sir Isanc Newton had been con- 
sulted in all the steps of settling it. In the 
last place they made it plainly appear bya 
cloud of witnesses, that there was a real want 
of small money in Ireland, to make small pay- 
ments. But, Mr. Wood having, in compliance 
with the clamour industriously raised against 
his coinage, proposed to reduce his coinage 
from 100,000/. to 40,0001. value, it was thought 
fit to accept of it, and to send directions to 
Ireland accordingly. 

On the 10th of October died earl Cowper, 
eminent for his integrity in the discharce of the 
office, of lord chancellor, which he bad twice 
filled. There may have been chancellors of 
more extensive learning, but none of more 
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knowledge in the laws of England. His judg- 
ment was quick, and yet solid. His eloquence 
manly, but flowing. His manner graceful and 
noble. : ° 

The King was still at Hanover, when he 
heard of the duke of Orleans’ death, who, under 
the title of prime minister, governed France 
as absolutely as he had done during the mino- 
rity of Lewis 15. King George was much con- 
cerned at the news: The mutual esteem they 
had for each other, their circuinstances and in- 
terests, which were not unlike, begot a firm 
friendship between them, whereof they gave on 
all occasions the most effectual proofs. The 
duke died of an apoplexy in the 50th year of bis 
age, and according to his desire, before his de- 
cease, the duke of Bourbon was nominated 
prime ininister. 

As the death of the duke of Orleans might 
occasion great alterations, and as it was uncer- 
tain whether the new minister would enter into 
the views of his predecessor, the King hastened 
his return to England. Being detained by con- 
trary winds some days in Holland, he received 
there assurances, from the part of France, of 
the good disposition of that court, to cultivate, 
and even improve, the union established by the 
late duke of Orleans, between the two states. 
The King came to London the 19th of De- 
cember.* 


® On the 5th of Dec. Lord Townshend wrote 
the following Letter to Mr. Robert Walpule: 


“ Dear Sir; Hanover, Dec. 5, 1723. 
“ T believe you will be surprized at the King's 
having taken the resolution to set out fur Eng- 
Jand on the 16th of this month, N. S. for which 
reason it will be proper for me to acquaint you 
in what manner that affair has passed. While 
the King was at the Gohrde, being unwilling to 
interrupt his good humour, with proposing any 
thing so disagreeable, as 1 apprehended a 
speedy return to England might be, I ventured 
no further, than to give him in a paper, stating 
the times on which the moon-light nights fell. 
But upun his coming back to this place, I 
found the universal bent of the Germans strong 
for kecping him here, till the full moon of the 
10th January, N.S. and fearing lest any acci- 
dent of contrary winds or frosts might detain 
him so long in Holland, that the parliament (al- 
lowing the necessary time for summoning it, 
and for concerting the operations of the session) 
might not be able to meet before February; I 
thought it my duty tu Jay before his Majesty, 
the possible inconvenience that might arise from 
his delaying his journey so long, which I chose 
to reduce to writing, in the form you will see 
in the inclosed, This letter, far from causing 
any uneasiness, as I apprehended, had so good 
an elfect, that the King, without saying any 
thing to me, sent for the marecnal the next 
day, and ordered him to make the necessary 
dispositions fur bis beginning the journey on the 
16th instant, N.S. 
‘Tam sensible you will think the 10ch of 
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SECOND SESSION OF THE SIXTH PAR- 
LIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


The King’s Speech on Opening the Session.] 
January 9, 1724. The Parliament being met, 
the King went to the House of Peers, and the 
Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor read 
his Majesty’s Speech to both Houses, as fol- 
lows: 


“< My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“IT cannot open this session, without con- 
gratulating you upon the success of your endea- 
vours, last year, for the safety, interest, and 
honour of the kingdom: The rise of public 
credit, the flourishing condition of our trade 
and manufactures, and the general tranquillity 
of my people, are the happy consequences of 
your prudent resolutions, It is to be hoped, 
that the few examples, which were made of 
some notorious offenders, will be sufficient to 
deter the most disaffected from engaging in the 
like desperate and wicked practices. The aug- 
mentation you thought fit to make to our na-' 
uonal forces, by sea and land, has not only se- 
cured the general quiet of the kingdom, against 
any sudden attempts,: or insurrections, but has 
also given me such weight and credit in all fo- 
reign negociations, as greatly contribute to- 


January, O. S. somewhat of the earliest for 
bringing the Parliament together after the ho- 
lydays; but it is his Majesty’s present inten- 
tion, they should meet to do business on the 
Oth; and I beg you would suspend your judg- 
went on this resolution, ull I have an oppor- 
tunity to acquaint you with the reasons, which 
macle so early a day appear advisable. I hope 
this good may at least be expected from it, that 
the time of the Parliament’s meeting being 
known before Christmas, will give new life to 
the city, and animate public credit. You will 
easily imagine, that the King’s taking this reso- 
lution, has been highly disagreeable to the Ger- 
mans, and the more so, from their having no 
notice or participation init. But I never saw 
any one more overjoyed than the duchess upon 
this occasion ; and if I had had any other view 
besides the King’s service, I could not bave 
made my court more effectually with ber, than 
by this step. The only objection and clamour 
which the most discontented on this side pre- 
tend to raise is, that we hazard his Majesty's 
person too much, by proposing to undertake the 
voyage so long after the full moon, when the 
former part of the night is entirely dark. But 
besides, that his Majesty did once before set 
out some days after the full moon, and that he 
is always hable to be detained by contrary 
winds, till part of the moon is spent, his Ma- 
jesty himself told me, when I gave him the 
aper on that subject at the Gohrde, that be 
ad no regard to the moonlight nights. 
‘¢ His Majesty desires you would take care, 
that there may be as little concourse of noisy 
attendants at his landing, or on the road to 
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wards the preservation of the peace of Europe. 
«« Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

‘J will order the proper oilicers to lay betore 
you the estimates for the service of the current 
year, I desire such supplies only, as you shall 
fod absolutely necessary for preserving the 
peace of the kingdom, and for the security of 
my people; and those, I hope, may be raised 
without laying any additional charge or burden 
oo my subjects. 


London as possible. If he should pass through 
the city or the park, any thing of that kind 
would be more excuseable, though it is what he 
desires entirely to avoid.” Coxe’s Walpole, 
Correspondence, vol. 2, p. 293. . | 


The Letter to the King alluded to in the 
above, was as follows : 


“Sire, - Hanover, Noo. 30, 1723. 

“T hope your Majesty will be graciously 
pleased to pardon the liberty I take, in pre- 
suming to lay before you my unbiassed thoughts, 
on the subject of your Majesty’s journey to 
England. t have chosen tu reduce them into 
writing, for no other reason, but because I 
thought I could state them clearer that way, 
than by word of mouth. I beg leave to assure 
your Majesty, that I have no other view in do- 
iog it, than to set Lhis matter in the clearest 
light for your Majesty’s determinatien, sub- 
mitting it entirely to your Majesty, as I am in 
duty bound, to belp forward and facilitate 
whatever resolution your Majesty in your great 
wisdom, shall think proper to take upon this 
and upon all other oc¢asions. 

“The parliament stands prorogued at pre- 
sent to the 19th of. November, O. S. which is 
the 30th, N.S, and your Majesty has already 
given farther directions to have it prorogued to 
the 17th, O.S. which is the 28th of December, 
N.S. The next full moon is on the last day 
of November, O. S. which is the 11th of De- 
cember, N. S. and as the moon rises but three 
quarters of an hour later one night than 4no- 
ther, this moon will give light for seven or eight 
nights after, sufficient to prevent any danger of 
running on the coasts of England. Should 
your Majesty, therefore, set out trom Hanover 
about the 14th or 15th of December, N. S. 
you may propose to embark about the 17th or 
18th, which is the 6th or 7th, O. S. and, hav- 
ing the benefit of this moon, may hope to land 
in England a week or ten days before the time 
to which the parliament will then stand pro- 
rogued. By which means, before that proro- 
gauion expires, a proclamation may be pub- 
lished for proroguing it farther to about the 
10th of January, O. S. which is the 2ist, N. S. 
Ving notice that it shall meet to do business at 
that me, which will be at a proper and con- 
venient distance after the Christmas holidays, 
and your servants will have full time enough to 
Concert the measures necessary for the conduct 
of the sessions. ‘The time of the parliament’s 
meeting thus early, being once settled and 
known, will give almost the same satisfaction 
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““T must, in a particular manner, recommend 
to your care the public debts of the kingdom, 
as the most national concern you can possibly 
take into your consideration. I am persuaded 
it must be a very great satisfaction to all my 
faithful subjects, to see the sinking fund im- 
proved and augmented, and the debt of the na- 
tion thereby put into a method of being so 
much the sooner gradually reduced and paid. 


and spirit to the nation, as if it were actualy 
assembled ; and Mr. Walpole, having already 
assured your Majesty, that he can find means 
for continuing the payments of the army and 
fleet till after the holidays, no inconvenience 
to the public service can possibly ensue. 

“¢ But should your Majesty let slip this moon, 
and wait for the next of the 10th of January, 
N. S. which is the last of December, O. S. no- 
tice cannot be given at next prorogation, of the 
parliament being to meet the 10th, to do busi- 
ness; because, even supposing your Majesty 
should have the quickest passage possible, your 
Majesty cannot be in London till the 3rd or 
4th of January, which is the 14th or 15th, N.S. 
and the parliament being prorogued to the 10th, 
O. S. it will be impossible to open the parlia- 
ment at the time appointed; but your Majesty 
must inevitably prorogue it at least for a fort- 
night longer, which will delay the opening of 
the parliament to the latter end of January, or 
beginning of February. But yet the parlia- 
ment, requiring three weeks notice at least, 
capnot be brought together ull some time in 
February; and it not being certain, whether 
the payments abovementioned, can be conti- 
nued thus long, there will be evident danger of 
involving the public service in such difficulties, 
as may very much affect public credit, and oc- 
casion the greatest uneasiness throughout the 
nation. . 

‘“¢ But should it farther happen, that the frosts 
should set in about that tiie ia Holland, which 
may naturally be apprehended, no one is able 
to foresee how long your Majesty’s passage’ 
may be delayed, nor what the consequence of 
such a delay may be. The public supphes 
(which are grauted only from Christmas to 

| Christmas) being exhausted, every branch of 
the public service must be at a stand : the par- 
liamert must meet late, and probably in ill 
temper, and the session must unavoidably be 
protracted to the iniddle of the summer months, 

“ After having thus stated to your Majesty, 
with the greatest deference and submission, the 
inconveniences which, it appears to me, may 
occur from pussible accidents and delays, I 
once more beg leave to assure your Majesty, 
that though I have taken the liberty to give 
my opinion, yet whatever resolution your Ma- 
jesty shall take, I shall most cheerfully, and 
with the utmost readiness and submission, do 
all in my power towards rendering it practica- 
ble and easy; having no other view or desire 
than that of conducting your Majesty’s atfairs 
on all occasions, in such manner as may be 
most to your own service and satisfaction.” 
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off: It would be a work truly worthy of a 
British parliament, to begin this commendable 
undertaking, and to make snch a progress 
therein, as, with a strict regard to public faith 
and private property, may pave the way to this 
great and desirable end. 

“My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In the present happy situation of our af- 
fairs, I have nothing more to recommend to 
you, than that you would make use of the op- 
portunity, which your own good conduct has 
put into your hands, in considering of such 
farther laws, as may he wanting for the ease 
and encouragement of trade and navigation, 
for the employment of the poor, and fur the 
exciting and encouraging a spirit of industry in 
thé nation, 

‘““Tam fully satisfied, that the trade and 
wealth of my people are the happy effects of 
the liberties they enjoy, and that the grandeur 
of the crown consists in their prosperity; and 
ZI am as fully persuaded, that all, who wish 
well to their country, must agree with me, 
that it is the vainest of all delusions to imagine, 
that the religion, laws, and Jiberties of this 
kingdom, can ever be secured, but by support- 
ing the present establishment, and maintaining 
the succession in the Protestant line, Let us 
therefore heartily join in every thing, that may 
tend to promote our mutual happiness, and to 
extinguish the hopes of those, who long have 
been, and still are restless in their endeavours 
to subject this nation to the whole train of 
miseries, that are inseparable from Popery and 
arbitrary power.” 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.} The King 
being withdrawn, the Lords resolved to pre- 
sent an Address of Thanks to his Majesty, 
which being drawn up, and agreed to, was, 
the next day, presented to his Majesty, as 
follows : 


““ Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

‘© We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
bubjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal ia 
parliament assembled, humbly return your 
Majesty the Thanks of this House for your 
Miajesty’s most yracious Speech from the 
throne; and for your gracious acceptance 
of our sincere endeavours for your service 
during the last session, We cannot in justice 
but acknowledge, that the prosperous and 
flourishing condition, and the present tran- 
quillity of the kingdom, are the natural effects 
of your Majesty’s wise and steady government. 
Your Majesty’s powerful influence in all your 
foreign negotintions, towards the preservation 
of the general peace, gives us very great satis- 
faction. We beseech your Majesty to believe 
nothing can be dearer to us, than your honour; 
and that we cannot think any thing of greater 
importance than the enabling your Majesty 
to maintain the tranquillity of Europe. 

“We humbly beg leave, with hearts full of 
duty and gratitude, to acknowledge your Ma- 
Jesty’s paternal care and tenderness, in desiring 
he ease of your people, from all unnecessary 
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burdens, and your inexpressible goodness in 
declaring from the throne your full satisfaction, 
that the trade and wealth of your people are 
happy effects of the liberties they enjoy; and 
that the grandeur of your crown consists in the 
prosperity of your subjects. We hbeg your Ma- 
jesty to believe, that nothing shall be ever 
wanting on our part, that can tend to the 
increase of your Mayesty’s happiness and vlory; 
and that we are firmly and unanimously 
resolved, with our-lives and fortunes, to main- 
tain our present happy establishment, as the 
only solid foundation, upon which we can hope 
tur the quict enjoyment of our religion, laws 
and liberties.” 


The King’s Answer.| His Majesty’s Answer 
was as follows: 


“¢ My Lords; 

“ IT give you my hearty thanks for this duti- 
ful and loyal Address. Your affectionate con- 
cern for my honour and happiness is very 
acceptable to me. Be assured it shall be my 
constant care to preserve the nights and liber- 
ties of my people.” 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.| The 
Commons being returned to their House, the 
lord Finch moved, and being seconded it was 
resolved, nem. con. That an humble Address be 
presented to his Majesty, which was unani- 
mously agreed to, and on the 11th, presented 
by the whole House, as follows : 


~~ 


“ Most Gracious Sovereign; 

Your Majesty’s most dutitul and loyal sub- 
jects, the Commons of Great Britain in parlia- 
ment assembled, beg leave to congratulate your 
Majesty upon your safe and happy return into 
these kingdoms; and most humbly desire your 
Majesty to accept the unfeigned thanks of this 
House, for your Majesty’s most gracious speech 
from the throne. As your Majesty ts pleased 
to found the grandeur of your crown in the 
security of the liberties of your people, and 
your glory in promoting their prosperity; so 
they, in return, must be excited, by all the 
ties of duty and gratitude, to build their hap- 
piness upon the firm and unshaken principles 
of loyalty and affection to your Majesty’s most 
sacred person and government. 

“Tris the greatest satisfaction to your Ma- 
jesty’s faithful Commons to find, that the loy- 
alty of their resolutions and the justice of 
their proceedings, in the last session of par- 
liament, have becn attended with all the happy 
consequences they expected from them; an 
now have been rewarded with your Majesty’s 
royal approbation. 

-“ We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that 
we shall readily and chearfully raise all such 
supplies, as shall be necessary to support the 
honour of your Majesty’s government, and 
secure the tranquillity of these kingdoms. 

“We are highly sensible of your Majesty's 
goodness to all your people, in recommending, 
particularly atthis time, to our consideration 
the public debts of the kingdom ; which are 60 
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heavy a load, and so much a national concern, | provided for guards and garrisons in Great 


that we should be wanting to ourselves, if we 
did not assure your Majesty, that we will use 
our utmost endeavours to improve and aug- 
ment the sinking fund, and thereby put the 
national debt intoa method of being gradually 
reduced and paid, without any violation of 
public faith, or infringement of private pro- 
perty: And as your Majesty is pleased to en- 
courage our attempting so great and noble a 
desigu; so we are fully persuaded, that the 
wisdom and steadiness of your Majesty’s go- 
vernment will enable us to perfect this great 
undertaking. 

“© We assure your Majesty, that we know of 
no other safety, under God, for our trade and 
wealth, liberty and property, religious and civil 
rights, hut the security of your Majesty’s sacred 
person and government, and the succession in 
your royal House; which we will always sup- 
port and maintain against any traiterous at- 
tempt whatsoever; being truly sensible of the 
blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's most 
gracious and happy government, which has 
hitherto preserved us from all those miseries, 
experience has taught us, are inseparable from 
Popery and arbitrary power.” 


The King’s Answer.| To this Address his 
Majesty returned the following Answer : 
‘¢ Gentlemen; ee 
“I return you my hearty thanks for this 
dutiful and loyal Address: The wisdom and 
tesolution of this parliament have principally 
contributed to our present happy situation ; 
and the perseverance of my faithful Commons, 
with the same zeal and unanimity, in ‘the dis- 
patch of the public busincss, will be the surest 
roeans of improving this favourable opportu- 
nity to the best advantage, for the honour and 
interest of the kingdom.” 


Debate in the Commons concerning the Num- 
ber of Land-Forces.| January 22. The Com- 
mons in a Committee of the whole House on 
the Supply, read the Estimates of the Charge 
of the Guards, Garrisons, and Land-Forces, 
and Mr. Treby moved for keeping up the 
same number of truops for the year 1724, as 
were maintained the year before. This oc- 
casioned a warm debate which lasted five 
hours. Mr. Trehy was supported by Mr. R. 
Walpole, Mr. Pelham, Mr. Doddington, Mr. 
Yonge, Mr. Thomas Broderick, lord Finch, 
serjeant Miller, Mr. St. John Broderick, Mr. 
Ducminique, and'Mr. Pulteney. But sir Wilfrid 
Lawson, who was supported by lord Morpeth, 
Mr. Bromley, sir Thomas Hanmer, Mr. Sloper, 
Mr. Shippen, hon.-Mr. Verney, Mr: Hunger- 
ford, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Jefferies, Mr. 
Walter Plummer, and Mr, Hutcheson, insisted, 
That the additional troops raised the last year 
should be disbanded, because there was, at this 
time, no apparent occasion tor so great a num- 
ber of forces. But the question being put 
Upon the motion, it was carried in the aftirma- 
tive by 240 votes against 100; and resolved, 
1. * That the number of effective men to be 


ritdin, and for Jersey and Guernsey, for the | 
year 1724, including 1815 invalids, be 18264 
men, Commission and non-commission officers 
included. 2. That a sum not exceeding 
655,6681, 8s. 7d. be granted for defraying the 
charge of the said 18264 men, for the year 
1724.” 

Jan. 23. The above Resolutions, being re- 
ported, were agreed to by the House. 


Resolutions respecting the Public Debts.] 
February 13. Mr. Farrer, according to order, 
reported from the Committee of the whole 
House, to whom it was referred to consider of 
that part of his Majesty’s Speech, which relates 
to the National Debt, the following Resolu- 
tions ; 

1. “ That, towards lessening the public 
debts and incumbrances, the annuities payable 
after the rate of 5/. per centum) per annum, 
and charged on the general fund by a clause in 
the Act of Parliament, of the fifth year of his 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An act for granting 
“to his Majesty an aid, by a land tax, to be 
‘raised in Great Britain, for the service of the 
year 1719, other than, and except, such of 
them as have been subscribed into the capital 
stock of the South-Sea Company, be redeemed, 
and paid off, at Lady-day 1724. 

2. “ Thatall the principal, and interest after 
the rate of 5/, per centum per annum, pay- 
able for or on the several standing orders made, 
or to be made, for, on in respect of, the blank- 
tickets only in the Lottery for 1,400,000/, 
granted for the service of the year 1714, which 
shall remain due, and in arrear, at Lady-day 
1724, other than, and except, so much thereof 
as has been subscribed into the capital stock 
of the South Sea Company, be then paid off, 
and discharged. 

3.‘ Tbat so much of the monies arisen, or: 
to arise, at or before Lady-day 1724, of or for 
the surpluses, excesses, or overplus-monies, 
commonly called the sinking fund, and then 
remaining in the Exchequer, as will be neces- 
sary to redeem, and pay off, the said annuities 
principal and interest ; and also to redeem the 
two annuities, which,-by the act, of the ninth 
year of his Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Act 
‘for redeeming certain annuities, payable by 
‘the cashier of the Bank of England at the 
‘ rate of tive pounds per cent. per ann.’ were 
enacted to be redeemed at Lady-day 1724; 
shall be issued, applied, and disposed of, for 
completing such redemptions and payments, as 
aforesaid, in the first place; and, subject 
thereto, to the same uses as they are now ap- 
propriated to by any former act or acts of Par- 
lament. 

4. * That, towards lessening the Public 
Debts and incumbrances, the principal sum of 
1,775,0271. 17s. 104d. now owing to the go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England, 
in heu of certain Exchequer-Bills, formerly by 
them delivered up, and cancelled ; and which, 
by an Act of Parliament, of the third year of 
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his Majesty's reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for re- 
~ € deeming several funds of the Governor and 
¢ Company of the Bank of England, pursuant 
“to former provisoes of redemption; and for 
¢ securing to them several new funds or allow- 
¢ ances, redeemable by Parliament; and for 
©obhging them to advance further sums, not 
¢ exceeding 2,500,000/. at five pounds per cen- 
‘tum, as shall be found necessary to be em- 
¢ ployed in lessening the national debts and in- 
*cumbrances ; and tor continuing certain pro- 
‘visions formerly made fur the expences of 
‘his Majesty’s civil government ; and for pay- 
“ment of annuities formerly purchased at the 
‘rate of five pounds per cent. ; and for other 
‘ purposes in this act mentioned ;’ was to be 
attended with an annuity of 88,7511 7s. 104d. 
being after the race of $4. per cent. per ann. ; 
and tou be redeemable by parliament upon a 
year's notice; be paid off and redeemed at 
the feast ofthe Nativity of St. Joln Baptist, 
which shall be in the year of our Lord 17235, ac- 
cording to the proviso or power of redemption 
contained in the same act, for that purpose.” 
The said Resolutions, being severally read a 
second time, were agreed unto by the House, 
and a Bill was ordered to be brought in, pur- 
suant to the three first of the said Resolutions, 


Order of the Commons respecting Protec- 
tions. | Feb. 18. The Commons took into con- 
sideration, the Lists of Protections laid before 
the House by the secondaries of the two comp- 
ters of London, and the under-sheriff of the 
County of Middlesex. And the Standing Order 
of the House of the Sist of January 1718 was 
read accordingly, and is as followeth, viz. 

‘ Ordered nem. con. 

¢That all Protections and Written Certifi- 
‘ cates of the Members of this House be de- 
€ clared void in law, and be forthwith with- 
¢ drawn and called in ; and that none be grant- 
“ed for the future ; and that if any shall be 
‘ granted by any member, such member shall 
¢ make satisfaction to the party injured, and 
“shall beliable to the censure of this louse.’ 
Upon which it was ordered, nem. con. 

“© That che said Standing Order be reprinted 
and published by setting up the same in the 
Lobby at the House door, at Westminster-Hlall 
gate, and at the several courts in Westminster 
Hall, and at the inns of court and inns of chan- 
cery,and at the Royal-Exchange, and at the two 
Coinpters in London; and thatthe knights and 
commissioners of the shires do send copies 
thereof to the sheriffs of their respective coun- 
ties, and the citizens to their respective cities, 
and the burgesses and cemmissioners of the 
boroughs to their respective boroughs,” 


Petition from the Sufferers by the Bahama 
Project. eb. 21. Sir John Guise presented 
to the Commons a Petition of sir Gustavus 
Hume, and George Pratt, esq. and several 
other persons who were Sufferers by becoming 
Adventurers in the Project for carrying on a 
trade to the Bahama Islands, setting forth, 

“6 Tbat in or about the month of June 1720, 
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a very large Subscription for money was set on 
foot and carried on, under a pretence of pro- 
moting a very beneficial trade to the Bahama 
Islands, and likewise for a sale of the said Is 
lands, among such persons as should be induced 
to become sharers or adventurers in the said 
project; and that a very considerable sum of 
money of about 60,000/. bad been subscribed 
and actually paid into the hands of some per- 
sons who were at the head of the said project, 
and did undertake to manage and promote the 
several interests of the Petitioners; and that 
frow the commencement of the said Subscrip- 
tion to this time, frequent and repeated appli- 
cations have been made to the persons who 
have had the direction and management of the 
said Project; but no manner of satisfaction can 
be obtamed by the Petitioners, who apprehend 
that without the interposition of this House 
they shall not be able to recover the sums of 
money they were induced to subscribe and pay 
in; and praying, The House will take the pre- 
Mises into consideration, and grant them such 
relief as to them shall seem meet.” ; 


Lhe said Petition rejected.| After the read- 
ing of this Petition, a motion being made, That 
the said Petition be referred to the considera- 
tion of a Committee, many members were in- 
clined to the affirmative. 

Mr. R. Walpole did, thereupon, represent, 
That this Petition seenied intended to open 
again the wounds of the year 1720, which the 
Parliament, with great wisilom, had endea- 
voured to heal; that if they countenanced such 
a Petition, they would soun have a load of pe 
titions of the same nature brought upon them ; 
and that the law being open, the Petitioners 
ought to seck their relief there, where many 
had already found it. To this 

The Lord Morpeth replied, That the reject- 
ing of this Petition would sound very ill with- 
out doors, and look as if they screened their 
own members ; some of whom were known to 
have been the principal managers of the Ba- 
hama project : 

But Mr. Walpole’s reasons carried such 
weight, that the question being put upon the 
motion, it passed in the negative. 


Order of the Lords respecting Protections.] 
February 25. The order of the day beiug read 
for taking into consideration the several Lists 
of Certificates of written Protections, delivered 
at the bar by the Secondaries of the two Comp- 
ters in London, the under-sheriff of Middlesex, 
and the high-bailitf of Wesuminster, which are 
entered in their respective offices; the standing 
Order of the House of the 15th of April, 1712, 
in relation to certain written Protections, being 
read, the following Order and Declaration was 
made, viz. 

“That all the said written Protections are 
null and void; and all other Protections, which 
shall be, at any time hereafter, given contrary 
to the said standing Order, shall be taken to be 
null and void; and that no sheriff, under-she- 
riff, deputy-sheriff, secondary, or other officer, 
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whose duty it is to issue any legal process, or to 
execute the same, or cause the same to be exe- 
ecuted, shall receive or allow, or have any re- 
gard to, or make any entry in his office, o any 
written Protection, which is or shall be signed, 
or pretended to be signed, by any Lord of this 
House; but that nothing herein contained 
shall be understood in any sort to derogate from 
the ancient privilege of the Lords of Parlia- 
ment, with respect to their menial servants, and 
those of their family, as also those employed 
necessarily and properly about their estates, as 
well as their persons, or to expose to arrests 
those, who are really servants to them, as 
aforesaid.” | 

Then it being moved, That the same be made 
a standing Order; ordered, That on Saturday 
next the House will take the said motion into 
consideratiun: Accordingly on the 29th of 
February the House proceeded to take into con- 
sideration the above-mentioned motion; and 
the same being read, was ordered to be entered 
on the Roll of the standing Orders of the 
House, and to be forthwith printed and pub- 
lished, aud affixed on the doors belonging to the 
House, and Westminster-hall. 


Petition respecting Foreign Gold.] March 
3. A Petition of several merchants and other 
traders in and about the city of London, was 
presented to the House of Commons, and read, 
setting forth: 

‘“« That great quantities of Foreign Gold and 
English Broad Pieces are offered in payment to 
the Petitioners in the common course of trade, 
and on inland bills of exchange, which if they 
refuse to take they are prevented receiving 
their just debts; that when the Petitioners 
have received such gold they cannot pay away 
the same for customs, excise, or any other 
taxes, which is @ very great dithculty and hard- 
ship upon them, and a great obstruction of 
trade, and the due circulation of money, and 
therefore praying, That English Broad Pieces, 
and all foreign gold may be prohibited passing 
in payment, or else may be taken for customs, 
excise, and all other branches of the public re- 
venue, or that the House will afford them such 
otber relief as shall seem meet.”* 


* This Petition was backed by the following 
Paper, which was delivered to the members, viz. 


** Reasons humbly offered, to prohibit English 
Broad Pieces and all Foreign Gold from 
passing in Payment, unless they are taken 
in all the Public Revenues. 


1, « Many persons that import foreign gold 
pick out the lightest pieces to pass in payment, 
and sell the heaviest by weight; which are fre- 
quently coined into guineas, and the light 
pieces are imposed upon the manufacturers 
and other traders, and when they have been 
forced to take such gold, the same is again im- 
posed upon others, and such as will not comply 
therewith are kept out of their money, which 
produceth many difficulties and quarrels 


The said Petition was ordered to be taken 
into consideration on the 10th instant. 


Debate in the Lords on the Mutiny Bill.} 
March 16. The Lords being in a Grand Com- 
mittee on the bill, For punishing Mutiny and 
Desertion, there arose a debate, upon the mo- 
tion made b a e 

Lord Trevor, for leaving out of the number 
of the Land Forces to be continued, the 4,000 


amongst the people, and is a great obstruction 
to trade, and the due circulation of money. 

2. ** Those who have money to pay on any 

art of the King’s revenue, and particularly on 
pills of exchange to the Excise-office, or Cus- 
tom-house, are put to very great difficulties to 
procure money to answer the demands of the 
government, for though they are oblived to re- 
ceive such gold, none of the public officers be- 
longing to the crown will receive it again, so 
that the traders are not only under great dith- 
culties, but the payments on the revenues are 
daily postponed, which is a great loss to the 
public. 

3. “ Foreign gold, and particularly moidores, 
are easily counterfeited, and some are done so 
exactly, that few can distinguish the bad from 
the good, and English Broad Pieces are often 
clipt. Such gold passing in payment is a great: 
damage to the nation. 

4. ‘In order to prevent these great incon- 
veniencies it is humbly proposed, That English 
Broad Pieces and all foreign Gold whatsoever, 
may be prohibited passing in payment, and 
then they will be quickly coined into guineas, 
which will make such an alteration in the cir- 
culation of money, that trade in general will 
quickly feel the good effects thereof. 

5. “ The objection that some persons may 
make to the foregoing proposals is, That it will 
discourage the importation of foreign gold, but 


‘that is only a vulgar error, for if the balance of 
trade is in our favour, there will be no less 


quantity of gold imported, which as it comes in 
will naturally go to the Mint to be coined, 
which has always been the usual channel, till 
of late years they have found this new method 
of picking out the lightest pieces and imposing 
them upon the subjects, and melting the 
heaviest, or selling them by weight. 

6. “ But if it is thought that the foregoing 
reasons are not Sufficient, but that it is an ad- 
vantage to the nation that Broad Pieces and 
foreign gold should pass in payment, then it is 
humbly proposed that such gold shall be taken 
for customs, excise, and all payments what- 
soever that are made to the government: for 
it seems unreasonable that any coined money 
should pass in payment between subject and 
subject, but what will be taken in all the pub- 
lic revenues. 

‘© And if it he supposed that the currency of 
foreign gold in the way of trade promotes the 
importation thereof, the extending its currency 
to all the public offices must much more pro- 
mote such importation.” 


383] 


additional men raised the year before. His 
lordship represented, ‘That the Conspiracy 
mentioned in his Majesty’s Speech at the open- 
ing of the last session of parliament, which was 
the occasion of this augmentation of the Land 
Forces, being happily extinguished, and there- 
by the cause of raising that additional number 
removed, there was not the least pretence for 
continuing that number: That the keeping on 
foot a greater army in time of peace, than was 
abs» lutely necessary for the security of the 
King’s person and government, was very dan- 
gerous to our happy constitution: and, consi- 
dering the great tranquillity we enjoyed, both 
at heme and abroad, he could not but appre- 
hend the number of regular forces, allowed by 
this bill, to be much greater than was necessary 
for that end. That if so great an army was 
allowed to be continued, in our present happy 
circumstances, a Standing Army would there- 
by becume an essential part of our constitution, 
since the reasons for keeping it up in perpe- 
tuity would grow stronger every year, and in 
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‘ber of those kept on foot, after the peace of 
| Ryswick, in the reign of king William of glori- 
| ous memory; and more numerous, by one third, 
| than in the late Queen’s reign atter the peace 
of Utrecht; that they are more than sufficient 
(to secure the government against any sudden 
‘intestine commotion; which is the less to be 
apprehended by reason of the general affection 
| which the people had lately shewn in taking 
| the oaths, though many of them that took them 
, Were not required to do it, by the act passed 
‘the last session; and he was confident, that 
‘except a few persons of desperate principles _ 
and fortunes, who nught hope to fish in troubled 
waters, there was nobody in England that had 
any thing to lose, that wished for a revolution. 
That if we looked abroad, it appeared, that by 
the happy influence of his Majesty’s wise coun- 
sels, and the good alliances: that had been en- 
tered into and cemented, all Europe enjoyed a 
profound peace, which, in all probabihty would 
| be lasting: but thatin case of a rupture with 
any neighbouring prince, our fleet, which was 


every succeeding reign: for on the one hand, : certainly the most numerous and the best in all 
it cannet, with any probability, be foreseen or ' Christendom, would defend us against any fo- 
expected, that in any future time, there will be | reign invasion or insult. That the pay of the 


less reason to be given, than at present, for 


Justifying the necessity of keeping’up so great. 


an army, there being now as litle danger to 
our present happy establishment, to be feared, 
either from insurrections at home, or by any 
disturbance or invasions from abroad, as the 
nature and instability of human affairs will al- 
Jow of. Andon the other hand, if so numer- 
ous an army be at present allowed of in par- 
liament, no argument can hereafter be urged, 
for the reducing the number in any future reign, 
but what will seem to carry with it too great a 
distrust of the prince then on the throne, and 
_ will be construed to imply, that the same con- 
fidence is not to ‘be reposed in him, as in his 
predecessors. His lordship added, It was not 
-Out of any distrust he entertained either of his 
Majesty or his ministers, that he was for reduc- 
ing part of the army: that, on the contrary, he 
was fully convinced his Majesty will ‘never 
make an ill use of his pewer, of which they 
had a sure earnest in the moderation with 
which his Majesty had governed hitherto: but 
as they could not promise themselves and ex- 
pect, that so good and so just a King should 
always fill the throne, it was prudence early to 
prevent the inconveniences and dangers to 
which our excellent constitution and liberties 
should be exposed, in case, in any succeeding 
reign, an ambitious prince and ill ministers, 
should have so great a number of troops at their 
disposal. That it was notorious, that all the 
states of Europe that have lost their liberties, 
have been enslaved by their own armies, whose 
officers and commanders growing every day in 
power, do, at last, turn it against those from 


| 4,000 additional men, ainounted to a good sum 
of money. That, indeed, at another juncture, 
that expence might easily be borne; but that 
in the present circumstances, when the nation 
is involved in so great a debt, and groans under 

| the load of heavy taxes, this additional charge 
is very considerable. That his Majesty, in his 
gracious Speech, at the opening of this session 
of parliament, having in a particular manner 
recommended to the House of Commons, the 
putting the National Debt in a method of be- 
ing gradually reduced and paid: It was with 
the greatest satisfaction he took notice, that a 
progress bad already been made in that great 
and unportant undertaking; and that,in order 
to improve that good beginning, not only the 
pay of these additional forces, but also all other 
needless expences, ought, in his opinion, to be 
applied to the increase of the Sinking Fund. 
His lordship concluded as he had begun, with 
most earnest professions of his sincere and en- 
tire affection for his Majesty’s sacred person 
and government, and for his royal family, on 
whose prosperity, under God, absolutely de- 
pend both our present felicity, and the pre- 
servation of our laws, liberties, properties, and 
holy religion. 
_ The Lord Townshend answered Jord Trevor, 
and said, That he agreed with that noble 
lord, in some parts of his speech, but was very 

| sorry he differed from bim in others, That he 


was thoroughly persuaded of his entire affec- 
‘tion to his Majcsty’s person, and the present 
, happy settlement; nor did he, in the least 
| doubt, but that he saw with pleasure, the pro- 
gress that had already been made towards re- 


whom they had at first their commissions; of { ducing the National Debt, bat that, at the 
which we had a fatal example in England, still ! same time, they ought to consider, that as the 


fresh in our memories, in the person of Oliver 

Cromwell. That besides the 4,000 additional 

men, the regular forces were double the num- 
: 2 


* 


happy tranquillity we at presest enjoy, 1s, i 
some measure, owing to the strength of the go- 
vernment, so it was prudence not to weaken that 
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was become absolutely necessary to 
these dangers and iuconveniencies. 


the king 


Bat- That the invention of fire-arms had 


made a great alteration in the ancient constitu- 


ton ; and, instead of archers, the crown rais- 


ed as many regular troops as were thought ne- 


cessary, upon any emergency. That queen 


Elizabeth, who had many enemies both at home 
kept a considerable 


and abroad, constantly 
body of troops in the Netherlands, without any 
contradiction from her parliaments, and thereby 
maintained herself on the throne, and over- 
came all ber enemies. That if king Charles 1 
bad steered the same course, he might, in all 
robability, have preserved both his crown and 
ies life, since he lost both, only for a want of a 
sufhcient force to suppress faction, which was 
the principal soarce of all the calamities and 
enormities, in which the nation was afterwards 
iavolved. That upon the Restoration of king 
Charles 2, they who, at that time, had the ma- 
aagement of affairs, did not think it proper to 
keep up a t number of regular troops, and 
therefore chose to restore to the crown its an- 
cient er over the militia of the kingdom ; 
but e was a secret in that. That kin 
James 2 had an army of 20,000 men, whic 
would have secured. to him the crown, had 
be not given a general disgust, by endeavour- 
ing to subvert the constitution in church and 
state. That in the reign of king William, 
when the Parliament disbanded the army after 
the Peace of Ryswick, they fell upon a pro- 
ject to secure the government, which was to 
discipline the militia ; but that they soon per- 
ceived the unprofitableness of that scheme, 
militia proving a great burden to the 
endof no service to the government. 
the reduction of the army had then a double 
ill effect ; for it obliged king William and his 
ministers into « Treaty of Partition; and en- 
Vou. VIII. | 


® 
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strength, because the same affects public credit, 
which being founded .on the security of the 
government, if that security was rendered pre- 
carious, they would soon see the funds and 
stocks fall 10 or 12 per cent. which would ren- 
der the reduction of the National Debt altoge- 
ther impracticable, since it was impossible to 
reduce that debt otherwise than by public 
credit. That it was notorious, that before the 
jast augmentation of regular forces, the govern- 
anent could not form and march a body of 
3 or 4,000 men, against any sudden attempt, 
either at home, or from abroad, without leav- 
ing the king’s person, the reyal family, the 
capital of the kingdom, and the fortified places 
exposed ; and therefore the said augmentation 
revent 
hat the 
oumber of troop» now on foot was not so great 
as to afford any just ground of jealousy, since 
the present forces are much inferior to those 
the crown had formerly. That by the ancient 
and Gothic constitution of the government, 
had at his disposal the militia of the 
realm, which chiefly consisted in archers, who 
were kept in constant discipline and exercise, 
the memory of which is stil] preserved, there 
being almost in every village a- place called 
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couraged France to break that treaty, which 
occasioned a second war, and was the source 
of two thirds of that heavy debt under which 
the nation labours at this day. That the dis- 
banding of the army had almost the same ill 
effect in the reign of the late queen, having en-- 
couraged Lewis 14 to furnish the pretender with 
a land force and a fleet to invade these king- 
doms. That if at present they weakened the 
hands of the government, we should be ex- 
posed to the like insults. That if our enemies 
may be credited, in an affair, in which it is their 
interest to speak truth, they seemed confidently 
assured of success, in their design of overturn- 
lag the government, provided they had only an 
assistance of 3 or 4,000 men from abroad : and 
that considering the method now practised in 
emharkations, how strong soever our fleet may. 
be, it was impossible to hinder a foreign prince, 
who should have a mind to undertake it, to 
throw such a number of men upon England, 
That the constent tenor of his majesty’s ad- 
ministration, ought to convince every bod: , that 
y the continuing the number of regular 
forces now on foot, his Majesty and his minis- 
ters have nothing in view but the public — 
safety and security, and thereby to give the 
people an opportunity of improving their trade, 
as the only means to retrieve their former losses.* 
The Duke of Wharton said, That though he 
was sensible whatever he could offer, would 
have but little weight, nevertheless, as the mat- 
ter under debate was of the last importance, 
and highly concerned the fundamental comsti- 
tution, he thought it incumbent upon him, as 
a member of that august assembly, to deliver 
his opinion ; hoping, that any mistake he should 
commit, would be excused upon account of his 
want of experience: That he wondered the 
noble peer who spoke last, should suggest, that 
without the additional troops raised last year, a 
body of 3,000 men could not be drawn toge- 
thers That he might easily be contradicted, 
since, before the raising of those troops, we 
seen near the capital of the kingdom, a 


* * Slow in his parts, rough in his manner, 
impatient of contradiction, the humane, gene- 
rous, and benevolent lord Townshend, was in- 
elegant in bis language, often perplexed in his 
arguments; but always spoke sensibly and 
with a thorough knowledge of the subject.” 
Dr. Maty’s Life of Lord Chesterfield. 


** Talk what you will of Taste, my friend, you'll find 
** Two of'a face, as soon as of a mind. 
‘¢ Why, of two brothers, rich and restless one 
‘* Plows, barns, manures, and toils from sun to sun ; 
“* The other slights, for women, sports, and wines ; 
“‘ All Townshend’s turnips, and all Grosvenor’s 

** mines.” 

Pope’s Imitations of Horace, B. 2, Ep. 9. 

“‘ When this great statesman retired from 
business, be amused himself in husbandry ; 
and was particularly fond of that kiod of rural 
improvement which arises from turnips; it was 
the favourite subject of bis conversation.” 
W arburtor. 
2c ’ 
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Camp of between $ and 4,000 men, cunsisting 
Only of the king’s guards, which was suthcient 
to secure the government against any sudden 
attempt: That he thought it no less strange, 
that in an affair of so great impoftance, and in 
the supreme council of the reahn, any men- 
tion should be made of the opinion of enemies ; 
that by this, he supposed, were meant the ab- 
stracts of some intercepted letters, and anony- 
mous intelligence, that were printed last year ; 
on which he thought no stress ought to be laid, 
but rather be looked bl ps as the empty ima- 
ginations of disaffected persons, who through 
the natural propensity of all men to believe 
what they wish for, easily deceive themselves, 
and fondly entertain with vain hopes those 
they endeavour to engage in their cause: That 
considering the present great tranquillity at 
home, and the happy situation of affairs abroad, 
there seemed to be no occasion for keeping up 
so great a number of forces: That by his Ma- 
jesty’s councils, and powerful influence, a yene- 
ral peace was established in Europe, which, in 
‘all appearance, would last many years: That 
some accidents which, it was feared, might 
have disturbed it, had had contrary effects: 
That the death of the Regent had made no 
alteration in France, for things did run there in 
the same channel, and the duke of Bourbon, 


who had succeeded the Inte duke of Orleans in | 


the administration of affairs, seemed resolved 
to cultivate the friendship and good intelligence 
his predecessor had established between the 
two crowns: That, in relation to Spain, king 
Philip's abdication would prove advantageous 
to the peace of Eorope, because the Italian 
faction, and ministry, which espoused the Pre- 
tender’s cause, were thereby laid aside: And 
as for the emperor, he hoped thev had nothing 
to fear from him, unless he would quarrel with 
us, for ourkindness and good-nature to him, in 
suffering his establishing an East-India Com- 
pany at Ostend, to the prejudice of our own 
company. But nevertheless, he hoped a good 
correspondence would still be maintained be- 
tween the two courts: That thus there was no- 
thing to he feared from abroad, and yet much 
less at home: That the noble lord who spoke 
before him, had run over a great part of our 
* English history, and bad endeavoured to shew 
the difference between the ancient Gothic 
government, and our modern constitution : 
That he would not follow tim close through his 
Jong account of bows, archers, and fire-arins ; 
but would content himself with taking notice, 


‘that, according to that noble peer, the power of 


the Militia was anciently, and stil remained 
in the crown; but that it was observable, that 
ia some former reigns, regular troops supplicd 
the place of the Militia; and im others, tunds 
were provided to discipline the Militia, and 
render them useful, in order to supply the 
wants of regular troops: Bot that at this time, 
when the crown is possessed of as much power 
over the Militia as ever, if so great a number of 
regular forces be allowed to be kept ‘up, the 


fundamentai cunstitution will be entirely over-. 
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tirned, since thereby aw additional dtréngth is 
given to the crown, without any eqetvalent to 
secure the rights and liberties of the subject ; 
That our ancestors having ever judged the Mi- 
litia sufficient to secure the government, we 
ought not to deviate from that wise mstitution 
without evident necessity: That the Miitie 
are not 80 useless, nor so much to be despised, 
as some would pretend, since tliey did notable 
service during the last rebellion, even in some 
counties the tnost disaffected to the present set- 
tlement; and, if care was taken to discipline 
them well, he did not doubt but they might be 
made more useful: That the expence of raising 
and exercising the Militia might he greater 
than of regular forces, but that as the danger to 
our liberties would be mnoch less from the Mili- 
tia, so would the expence be more easily borne 
by the people: That, in justice to the officers 
ot the army, he would readily acknowledge, 
that many uf them had appeared zealous defen- 
ders of the liberties of their country, and had 
laid the foundation of out present happiness, 
by refusing to concer in the designs of the late 
king James 2. But that he had heard wise 
men say, that if that Prince had terned out the 
old officers he could not trust, and made new 
ones from among the common soldiers, king 
William would not easily have brought about 
his enterprise, at least there woold have been 
more bloodshed: That after all, standing 
armies are inconsistent with a free government : 
And that hereafter an ambitious Prince, and ill 
designing ministers might make use of them to 
invade our liberties: That the single instance 
of Oliver Cromwell, who came to the House of 
Commons, and turned oat with open force the 
very men from whom he had his authority, * 
was an example, which they ought ever to have 
before their eyes: ‘That though they had no- 
thing to fear under his Majcsty’s auspicious 
reign, or from the illustrious princes of his royal 
family; yet it cannot be expected that the 
throne shall always be filled by such princes: 
That besides, we are not so happy as to have 
the King always amongst us; That at least 
once every two years his Majesty goes over to 
his domitiuons abroad ; that for his part, he was 
so far from finding fault with it, that he rather 
thought it for our advantage, because he could 
from thence have a nearer prospect of the af- 
fairs of Europe, and match for our security: 
But that, on the other hand, if it should ha 
pen, that during his Majesty’s absence the 
solute command of the army shall be delegated 
to one single person, our hberties and proper- 
ties might be in great danger, because such am 
authority is equal to that of a stadtholder m 
Holland: That he was both surprised and sorry 
to set that a lord, who had so great a share 10 
the administration, should, in so solemn and m- 
portant a dehate, fetch arguments from Ex- 
change-Alley, and thereby put our most esset- 
tial concerns in coimpetition with those of a few 
stock-jobbers: That nothiag, in his opm, 


* See vol. 5, p, 1981. 
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gould more effectuaily keep up and adugace 
public cnedjt, than the caofidence his Majesty 
would seem to sepose in the affections of tbe 
people, by disbanding part of the army; and 
that the same would haye the like good effect 
with foreign princes: Whereas, if the court 
scemed to think su great a number of troops 
necessary In time of peace, it visibly implied a 
dutrust of the affcotions of the people, whiah 


Baght increase the disaGection at home, and. 


lesen his Majeaty’s credit and interest nbroad. 
. The Lord Buthurst, who spoke next, ob- 
seryed, That what distinguishes most a good 
prioce from a tyrant, is that the later never 
thinks bimaelf safe, without,a great: number of 
troops, whereas the firat intirely confides in the 
afections of his subjects: That this was the 
couse which that wise princess queen Eliza- 
beth steered; for though she had many ene- 
mies, both at home and abroad, yet she never 
kept standing forces in Eogland, but defeated 
all the attempts against her person and govern- 
ment with her Miliua and her fleet: That upon 
king Charles the Second’s restoration, that 
Prince had a very plausible pretence to have 
anarmy; but his ministers the earls of Soath- 
ampton aad Clareadon, great patriots as well 
a6 gveet politicians, considering the calamities 
asarmy bad brought 
Coomwell, wisely judged that standing forces 
we incomsistent with the liberties of England ; 
aedthat the power of the Militia, with the 
addition of borse and fuot-guards, were sufti- 
Gent to secure the king’s person and govern- 
ment: That, indeed, they bad been toid by a 
- Roble lord of the other side,.thae there was a 
eecretin ite That, for his own part, he could 
Rot guess what that secret could be, but he 
wished there might be no secret, at present, in 
the keeping up so graat a number of {arces: 
That the late Revolution was miraculously 

abeut, considering the great number 
of forces king James 2 Aad on foot; but as 
miracles do pot happen every day, neither is it 
pradence to expect them, but rather to en- 
deavoer to prevent such dangers, as would in- 
falibly have came to pass, had net Providence 
visibly interposed: That he had a very good 
Opinion of enaay officers in the army, and had 
af esteens for them, not only as gallant sol- 
diers, but as good Englishmen that would not 
enslave their country; ut yet he would not 
trast bis liberty or property in the hands of 
men that might take them away, if they 
| pleased; for he knew no great ditlerenoe be- 
‘Ween wa man being a slave, and being in the 
‘power of thena that caw make bim one: That 
of all men, soldiers.are known to he ambitions 
of advancing, ard exercising their authority ; 
dnd that the example of Cromwell’s army, wiio 
tamed oyt the parliament that raised them, 
Ome to be m constant warning against regular 


Lord Carteret urged, That the public tran- 
quilay proceeded from the security of the go- 
Vemament, aud as thin security was in some 


Mesure awing £0 the additional forces, the 


upon the nation under. 
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latter were become necessary | eserve that 
happy tranquillity. His lovdsbi Pawel the 
great advantages that flow from the security of 
the government ; the regard of foreign princes 
and states far the crown of Great-Britain; the 
weight of his Majesty’s councils in negotiations 
abroad, which had establisbed a general peace 
in Eurape; the restoration of credit at howe: 


which had furnished obe means of putting the 


public debts in a method of being gradually 
reduced ; but if that security was removed, it 
would immediately affect public credit, and 
thereby the opportunity would be lost, fer eas- 
ing the nation of that immense load of debts 
it labours upder : That he did not deny what a 
noble peer bad advanced, that before the last 
additional forces were raised, there had been a 
eamp of 3 or 4,000 men in Hyde-park; but 
that these were necessary for the king’s guard, 
and the defence of the city of London, and 
therefore could not be spared to margb either 
against an enemy that should invade us, or to 
suppress any sudden insurrection at lome, 
without exposing bis Majesty’s person, the 
royal family, and the capital of the kingdom. 
That the preseat happy situation of affairs in 
Evrope seemed, dees. to promise a lasting 
peace; but that human things are subject to 
so woexpected vicissitudes, that the greatest 
culos are oftea disturbed on a sudden by vio- 
lent storms, That in case of a rupture, jt 
would be an easy matter for an enemy to 
throw in a body of troaps upon us, to raise ~ 
new rebellion in favour of the Pretender, whose 
friends, it is to be feared, are still but too oy- 
erous, and though quiet at present, by rea- 
son of their late disappointments, yet are ever 
ready to throw off the mask, 4s soon as they 
shall see themselves supported by a foreign 
prinoe, That whatever force we May be sup- 
posed to have at sea, it is hardly possible to 
prevent a sudden invasion: That though king 
James 2. had a nwwerous fleet at the mouth of 
the Thames, yet the prince of Orange passed 


‘by undisturbed, and landed his army gt Tor | 


bay: That when, in 1708, Lewis 14 undertook 
to set the Pretender on the British throne, 
his fleet, notwithstanding all the efforts we 
ceuld make, carried their main design, which 
was to reach Scotland, where they might have 
landed; and all that our fleet could do, was 
ouly to take a straggling ship: ‘That when Car- 
dinal Alberoni, ja 1719, formed the pee of 
an invasion ppon Great Britain, landed 
same of his men without apposition in Scot- 
land; aod had it not beep for the contrary 


winds that detained his main fleet on the 


coasts ef Spain, he would, ip all probability 
have landed a much greater force in England : 
That the additional troops were not indeed 
sufficient to oppose any considerable force sent 
egainst us by a.powertul neighbour; but that, 


however, they wese sufficient to defeat any 


unavewed attempt, and to make @ stand. 

ainst ‘apy sudden invasion, and thereby give 
time for reinforcing the army: That asthe con- 
tinuing these additional troops would shew the 


‘ 


~ 


» 
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confidence the nation reposed in bis Majesty, 
and the good opinion the ple had of the 
present government, so the disbanding of them 
would have the contrary effect; and therefore 
he was for keeping ther up. 

The Earl of Strafford said, They were 
obliged to that noble peer for delivering his 
meaning so plainly, that it was impossible to 
mistake it. That according to bim the present 
number of forces were essential to our security, 
agd therefore might be said to be essential to 
our constitution. [{Hereupon the lord Carteret 
explained himself, and said, That in our pre- 
sent circumstances, he thought the number of 
18 000 men absolutely necessary.] My lord 
Strafford replied, That the being absolutely 
necessary was much the same qith being essen- 
tial: That since the forces now on fuot were 
made the cause of our franquillity ; and it was 
inferred from that position, that they were abso- 
lutely necessary to secure that tranquillity, it is 
plain they are thereby made an essential part 
of our constitution. For as it was owned, 
that we had nothing to fear either at home or 
abroad, he could not foresee that any argument 
hereafter cuuld be urged -for reducing the 
present number; but it was rather to be ap- 
prehended, That plausible pretences might he 
found for increasing them upon the least a 
pearance of real or feigned danger. That in 
case of an insurrection at home, or an invasion 
from abroad, the ariny might easily be aug- 
mented, as was done in 1715, with wonderful 
expedition and success; and that to the praise 
of a late minister, (the earl of Sunderland) it 
must be owned, that as soon as the occasion, 
for which those additional troops were raised, 
was over, he caused them to be disbanded. 
That in that rebellion the militia performed 
notable service, even in a county thought to 
be generally disaffected. That by disbanding 
the additional troops, and thereby easing the 
nation of part of the heavy burden it labors 
under, the King wauld -gain the affections of 
his people, which would be a greater security 
at home, and procure more regard ahead: 
than the inconsiderable reinforcement of 4000 
men, the continuing of which would be a 
shrewd indication of «the unsettledness of the 
government, and shew a jealousy of the peo- 


ple. - 

The Duke of Argyle replied, That this de- 
bate having taken up much time, be would con- 
tract within a narrow compass what he had to 
say. That the chief argument to support the 
motion for disbanding the additional troops, 
was, the danger of a standing army toa free 
government. That he did allow there was 
indeed some danger, but not so great as to 
overbalance the good, which this small number 
of troops may do, in the present situation of 
affairs. That there is a vast difference he- 
tween an army established in perpetuity, and 
& temporary army. That if the present num- 
ber of standing troops were voted to be perpe- 
tual, there might, indeed, be great danger to 
our happy constitution; but as they are only 


continued from year to year by purliament, 


there is little or nothing to be appreheuded. 


That it is not many years since we have seen 
an English army refuse to concur in the over- 
throw of the fundamental laws of their coun- 
try ; and it is to be hoped they never will. That, 
however, it requires some time to model an 
army, and to gain the officers: and if in that 
interval, it should be perceived that sinister 
designs were carrying on against liberty and 
property, by means of the army, the Parlia- 
ment may, in such a case, apply a speedy 
remedy, by reducing it; and then he would 
be the first man that should give his’ vote for 
it. That the expence of maintaining the addi- 
tional forces, was inconsiderable, and much 
less than the charge would be, in case of neces- 
sity, of sending for troops from Holland or 
Treland. That foreign auxiliaries are always, 
not only more expensive but more dangerous, 
or grievous to the people, because they cannot 
be kept in so strict discipline, as in their own 
country. That the disbanding so great a num- 
ber of troops after the peace of Utrecht, and 
not having a sufficient furce to secure the go- 
vernment, upon his Majesty’s happy accession, 
had been the principal cause of the rebellion 
in the year 1715, the friends of the Pretender 
having been thereby encouraged to shew them- 
selves. That if he saw the nation unanimous 
in opinion, That our laws, liberties, properties, 
and holy religion entirely depend on the pre- 
sent happy settlement, and on the Protestant 
succession in his Majesty’s royal family, he 
would readily give his vote fur reducing the 
army: but was afraid some people so 
strenuously insisted, on the disbanding of the 
additional troops, with no other design than 
to weaken the government, and thereby have 
an opportunity of involving their native coan- 
try in new troubles; and therefore those noble 
lords who had spoke for the reduction, would 
do well,’ when they went down into their seve- 
ral countries to assure the people, with whom 
no doubt their reasons would not fail having 
great weight, that their liberties and properties 
were entirely safe under his Majesty's auspt- 
cious government. 

The Earl of Strafford, who thought himself 
glanced at, declared, That be utterly detested 
the very thoughts of a civil war; which, let it 
end which way it will, is always fatal to the 
country in general, and to all private persons. 


. Protest against the Mutiny Bill.] Then the 
Bill was read the third time, and the question 
being put, That the same do sy 1 was re- 
solved in the Affirmative by 77 against 22. 


“¢ Dissentient’ 

1. “* Because the keeping on foot a greater 
army in time of peace, though by consent of 
Parliament, than is absolutely necessary for 
the security of his Majesty’s person and govern- 
ment, is, we conceive, very dangerous to our 
happy constitution; end we cannot but appre- 
hend, the number of men allowed by this Bill 
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to be mach greater than is necessary for that 
nd 


end. 

9. “ Because the conspiracy mentioned in 
bis Majesty’s Speech at the opening of the last 
session of Pattnaieat, which was the occasion 
ofan addition of about 4000 men, is now at an 
end; and therefore the cause of raising that 
additional number being perfectly removed, 
there does not appear to us the least colour of 
reason for continuing of that number. 

3.“ » as we conceive, the continuing 

. 60 greatanumber of men this year, will be a 
precedent of too great weight for continuing 
the same number of troops in pereeen ys for we 
cannot, with any possibility, foresee or expect 
that, in any future time, there will be less rea- 
son to be given, than at present, for justifying 
the necessity of keeping up so great an army ; 
there being at this time, in our opinion, as little 
deoger to our present happy establishment, to 
be teared either from insurrections at home, or 
by any disturbance or invasion from abroad, 
asthe natare and instability of human affairs 
will well allow of: and we cannot think the 
fears of remote or imaginary dangers a sufficient 
argoment for so great a present mischief as 
such an army must bring upon the kingdom, 
not only from the great charge and expence of 
majotaining theas, when we are involved in so 
great a debt, but also from the jealousies which 


may from thence arise in the minds of many of 


his Majesty's poodsubjects oftheir liberties there- 
by being endangered ; and we cannot but be 
apprehensive, that ifso numerous an army be 
agreed to in Parliament fur some time longer, 
uO argument can hereafter be urged for reduc- 
ing the number in any future reign, but what 
Will seem to carry with it too great a distrust 
of the priace then in possession of the throne; 
and will be thought to imply, that the same 
trust and Confidence is not to be reposed in him 
as in his predecessors; and this may discourage 
ae Persons hereafter from giving their advice 
th Crown, upon this most important subject, 
with that perfect freedom which ought ever to 
settee and exert itself in the debates and 
Fesolations of this great council. (Signed ) 
Ebor’, Strafford, Trevor, Foley, 

Comptan, Bathurst, Wharton, Weston, 
Aylesford, Bristol, Bingley, Scarsdale, 

ser otem, Guildford, Litchfield, 

: and Grey, Boyle - 

joy, Usbeidge ty, Boyle, Gower, Mount 


ny King’s Speech et the Close of the-Session. 
Reece The King came to the House o 
HA sla being in his royal robes seated on 
liens he, with the usual solemnity, sir Wil- 
aa Q, gentleman usher of the Black 
ai 73 8e0t witha Message from his Majest 
ouse of Commons, commanding their 
sap mee of Peers. The Com- 
: e@ tT aecordingly, his Ma- 
i pl aa give ad payall uaseut to 

Fivate Bills, After. whi 
baacellor said, - 


~ 


“ My Lords, and Gentlemen ; 

“‘T have received his Majesty’s commands, 
from the throne, to declare to you, in his Ma- 
jesty’s name and words, the reasons of his 
Majesty’s coming this day to parliament, as 
follows : 

‘¢ My Lords, and Gentlemen ; 

“¢ The unanimity, chearfulness, and dispatch, 
with which you have now finished every thing 
I recommended to you at the opening this ses- 
sion, are fresh instances of your affection to my 
person and government; and cannot fail of 
contributing, with the blessing of God on our 
endeavours, towards the establishment of that 
happy tranquillity we now enjoy both at home 
and abroad. 

‘‘ Your continuing the like national force by © 
sea and land, this year, as was judged necessary 
by Parliament for the service of the last, ‘gives 
me great satisfaction: you have thereby wisely 
provided against the mischiefs from any sudden 
shocks to public credit; you have provided . 
for the safety of the kingdom; and have 
enabled this nation to hold, among the 
powers of Europe, the rank and figure due 


“to her honor and dignity. Nothing could have 


been more acceptable to me, than your having 
been able to make that provision without lay-- 
mgany new or additional burthens on my peo~ 

e. : 
‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

“¢T retarn you my thanks for the care and 
pains you have taken, towards the augmenting 
the Sinking Fund, and improving the Public 
Revenues, by patting them under a stricter 
management: I make no doubt but that the 
bappy beginning yoa have made will be at- 
tended with such immediate good conse- 
quences, as will encourage you to pursue the 
way you have now opened, for a gradual re- 
duction of the Debt; and for putting the trade 
and navigation of Great Britain on such a foot, 
as may not only in some measure discourage 
the unjustifiable encroachments they labour 
under from some of our neighbours, but at the 
same time extend her exportations beyond 
what has been known in former ages. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ As the early recess which your’ diligence 
and unanimity has procured you, affords you 
the opportunity of a longer retirement into the 
country than the business of former sessions has 
usually allowed of; I assure myself, that you 
will carry with you thither the same zeal for 
the pubhe’ good, with which you have been 
animated i parliament; and that you will 
make it your business to discountenance any 
remains there may be yet left of sedition or 
disaffection ; and to promote that perfect har- 
mony and confidence between me and my peo- 
ple, which I most earnestly desire, and on which | 
our mutual bappiness entirely depends.” 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majesty’s 
command, said ; 


“‘ My Lords and Gentlemen, it is his Ma- 
jesty’s royal will and pleasure, that this present | 
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parliament be prorogued to Thursday the 4th 
day of June next, to he then bere held: And 
this parliament is accordingly prorogued to 
Thursday the 4th day of June next.” * 


THIRD SESSION OF THE SIXTH PAR- 
LIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
The King’s Spcech on Opening the Sessiun.] 


November 12. ‘Lhe King came to the House of 
Peers, and the Commons attending, the Lord 


* «The unexampled unanimity and dispatch 
‘of business which distinguished this sessiun, 
was almost solely owing to the good manaye- 
ment of Walpole, and to his influence in the 
House of Commons, which Saint John Brod- 
rick, an a Jetter to lord Middleton, calls § pro- 
‘ dipious.’ Hence his preponderance increased 
in the cabinet; and the King was induced to 
take a decided resolution in bis favour. Asa 

relude to the removal of Carteret, Horace 

alpole was named erobassador to Paris. Yet 
such was the credit of Carteret, that this nomi- 
nation was not finally effected without great 
difficulty. His address still supplied proots of 
his influence, when it had almost totally de- 
clined; and Horace Walpole, in his private 
letters to his brother and Townshend, made no 
less beavy complaints of his situation at Paris, 
than Schaub did of his disgusts to Carteret. 
The dispatches, though written to him and 
Schaub jointly, were, by private intimations to 
the anessenger, carried first to Schaub, and 
communicated by him to the French ministers, 
befure Horace Walpole was loformed of their 
contents; the dispatches for Spain, and the 
plenipotentiaries, at the congress of Cambray, 
were enclosed to him, perused by him, and 
forwarded by him. Of this measure, Horace 
Welpole bitterly complained to his brother, 
declared his resolution not to act any longer 
jointly with Schaub, insisted that one of them 
must be recalled; and justly observed, that 
the removal or continuance of Schaub, must 
prove to the world either the full establishment 
or decline of their credit with the King. Wal- 
pole and Townshend now found it necessary to 
exert ail their influence, and to employ the ut- 
most address. They commissioned Horace 
Walpole to write an ostensible letter to lord 
Townshend, in which he should draw the cha- 
‘ pacter of sir Luke Schaub, stete the impro- 
priety of his conduct, and the disadvantage 
whack was derived to the King’s affairs, by 
maintaining two ministers at Paris with divided 
authority, and insist on his own resignation, 
rather than continue in a situation in whicb he 
was perpetually thwarted and opposed. 

“This letter was shewn to the King, and 
bad its due effect. He directed that Schaub 
should be immediately recalled, and Towns- 
bend himself conveyed the orders to Carteret. 
Bat on the evening of the day in which the: 
commynication was made, Carteret prevailed | 
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Chancellor read his Majesty's Speech to both 
Houses as follows : 


“ My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

‘“‘ T ain persuaded, you share with me in the 
satistacuon I feel at the prosperous situation of 
affairs: peace with al] powers abroad ; at home, 
perfect tranquillity, plenty, and an uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of all civil sad religious 
rights, are moe distinguishing marks of the fa- 
vour and protection of the Divine Providence. 
And these, with all their happy consequences, 
will, I doubt not, by the blessing of Gud upon 
ee 
on the King to suspend the orders for a preci- 
pitate recal of Schaub, and was permitted to 
send bim word that the King deemed his pre- 
sence in England necessary for his service, and 
that he might return to Varis for the sulemni- 
zution Of the marriage between the count de 
St. Florentin, andthe young countess of Platen. 

“In obtaining this point, Carteret had ano- 
ther object in view, besides sottening the dis- 
grace of Schaub, and mortifying his nval; it 
was to send him back to Paris, with a commis- 
sion which would have rendered his presence 


-more necessary, and finally occasioned the re- 


moval of Horace Walpole. Tnis scheme was 
no less than to propose a treaty of inarriage 
between the young king of France and the 
princess Anne, the eldest daughter of the prince 
of Wales. It was concerted between Carteret 
and the countess of Darlington at London, sir 
Luke Sehaub, Madame de la Vrilliere and Ma- 
dame de Prie at Paris, and the countess of 
Platen at Hanover. Sir Luke Schaub had the 
indiscretion to make the proposal to the King, 
io his audience, but it was received with such 
marks of dissatisfaction, as gave Towuashend 
and Walpole an upportunity to remonstrate 
against his presumption, and represent to the 
King the great disadvantage which would re- 
sult to his affairs in France, if so indicreet a 
person should be seat back as bis minister. 
Schaub was therefore only permitted to retam 
for the purpose of assisting at the count de St. 
Florentin’s marriage. The King gave a por- 
tion of 10,000/. to the bride, but no dukedom 
was conferred on the family of La Vrilliere. 
Schaub was then recalled from Paris, and Ho- 
race Walpole received bis credentials of em- 
hassador icom the duke of Newcastle, ap- 
pointed secretary of state in the place of Car- 
teret, who was constituted Jord lieutenant of 
The duke of Grafton was made lord 
ehamberlain; Henry Pelham, brother of the 
duke of Newcastle, und the confidential friend 
of Walpole, was nominated secretary at war; 
aad many of Walpole’s friends were placed in 
the subordinate posts of government. 

. Thus terminated the contest between Car 
teret and the brother ministers; and though 
the victory was not as complete as they ex- 
pected, because they could not obtain the re- 
moval of Cadogan, Roabusgh, aod Midleton, 
yet it gave weight to their, administration, and 
considerably diminished the strength of the op- 
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Gur joint endeavours, be Jong continued to my 
people. 

* The same provision by sea and land, for 
the defence and safety of the nation, will con- 


posing party in the cabinet. Carteret sup- 
ported his defeat with great dignity and firm- 
ness of mind. He declared, that having no 
obligntions to lord Townshend for his advance- 
ment to the post of secretary of state, he was 
resolved never to have submitted to him in that 
capacity. He did not affect to conceal his dis- 
satisfaction at the ill usage he had received, 
and particularly complained that Horace Wal- 
ee had been sent to interlope in his province. 
ile be avowed that he wns defeated, he de- 
elared timself happier and easier in the situa- 
tion of lord lieutenant, than that of secretary 
of state, exposed to continual mortifications ; 
and professed his resolution to continue on 
good terms with the ministers, and to pro- 
mote the measures of government. Yet his 
temper was so sangeine and his spitit so little 
depressed, that he persevered in asserting, that 
his favour with the hing was greater than ever, 
that his enemies hed gained no real strength 
by the late alterations, and, in expectation of a 
favourable change, delayed, under various pre- 
tences, his departure for Ireland, until the 
month of October, when the necessary atten- 
dance on the duties of his vice-royalty anniln- 
lated bis hopes. Townshend and Walpole 
were now in such high favour, that they pre- 
vailed over the king’s inclinations, and over- 
eafne his jenlousy of the prince of Wales, 
which, notwithstanding the apparent reconci- 
liation, continued etill unabated, and shewed 
itself in repeated refusals to confer any parti- 
etlar mark of favour on those who were per- 
sonally attached to his son. With a view to 
pratify the prince, and to secure the earl of 
Scarborough, who was his master of the horse, 
and, next to sir Spencer Compton, his greatest 
favourite, the brother ministers had promited 
brm the garter; and as it was the custom of 
the king always to retain one vacant ribband, 
they waited until there were two yndisposed of, 
when Townshend requested one of them for 
Scarborough. The king said, he could not 
comply with his request, because it wns already 
eonferred; and when Townshend asked, with 
some degree of surprise, who was the person? 
the king answered, ‘ I intend it for your lord- 
‘ship.” Tuwnshend, after expressing a deep 
sense of tris gratitude, begged leave to decline 
tt. The king still insisted, and Townshend still 
Weelined. « Lord Scarborough,’ he replied, ‘is 
‘pow at the door of the closet, expecting 
* every: mentent to be called in to thank your 
* Majesty for the honear; he will qatordlly 
¢ nPhove that I have deceived him, and that 
, after having left him with a promise to inter- 
_coteim his favour, I-Kave asked it for thy- 
ae which will ruin ny character as a tai 
albote and veracity.” * Weill then,’ re- 
samed the king, « fer once I will break thtough 
my wual rele, ahd will confer both the va- 


/ 
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tinue to make us respected abroad, and conse- 
quently secure at home. The same attention 
to the improvement of the public Revenues, 
and ta the ease and encouragement of trade 


¢ cant garters; one shall be your’s, aad the 
‘other shall be given to lord Scarborough, 
‘whom you may now introduce.’ Scarborough 
had accortiingly the first, and both were in- 
stalled at the same time. j 

‘«¢ The king gave the strongest proof of the full 
confidence which he placed in Townshend and 
Walpole, by submitting to defer his journey to 
Hanover, even after he had fixed the time of 
his departure. - This change of resolution was 
effected, by the representations of lord Towns- 
hend, who addressed the following Letter to his 
Majesty : 


\ 


‘ Sire; / ‘ 

‘ Being induced to think, from some words 
‘ which fell from your Majesty, when I had 
‘ the honour to lay before you a draught of the 
‘apeech, that your Majesty may have it in 
‘your thoughts to spend the summer at Han- 
“over; I most humbly heg lenve, in discharge 
‘of the duty I owe to your Majesty, to lay bes. 
‘ fore you, with the greatest deference and sub- 
‘mission, some short and impartial observa- 
“tinns on the present state of your Majesty’s 
© affairs, in the doing which, if it should he my 
‘misfortune to suggest any thing in the least 
‘contrary to your Majesty’s inclinations, I 
‘hope, from the experience I have long had of 
‘your indulgence towards me, that you will 
‘not impute it to the want of a due concern 
* for every thing that may promote your Ma- 
« jesty’s satisfaction (which ho one living can 
‘ wish more passionately than J do) but will be- 
‘ lieve itto proceed from a sincere zeal for 
‘ your service, and the future ease and honour 
‘of your governinent; and I beg leave to as- 
‘sure your Majesty, that after I have humbly 
‘jaid before you my thoughts upon this sub- 
¢ ject, I shall heartily endeavour to facilitate 
‘ whatever resolutions your Majesty shall finally 
‘ take. . 

‘The great spirit and majority with which 
‘the bills for punishing the conspirators, were 
© carried through both houses in the first session 
‘of this parliament, the quietness and una- 
*nimity with which the public service has heen 
‘ dispatched in this, the several good laws that 
“have been passed for the ease and advantage 
‘of commerce, and in favour of the public re- 
‘ venue, the universal and uninterrupted state 
‘of tranquillity abroad, and flourishing con- 
‘dition of trade end public credit at home, 
* have all concurred to restore a far more ge- 
‘neral calm and security throughout the nation, 
‘that has been known at any time since your - 
‘ Majesty's happy accession to the throne. A 
‘very great change has been wrought in favour 
‘of your Majesty, in the city of London, whose 
‘itiflaence and example is of so great corse- 
* M@erice to the whole nation, as has appeated 
« im two successive elections, if Opposition to 
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and navigation, will establish Credit upon the 
strongest basis, and raise such a spirit of indus- 
try, as will not only enable us gradually to dis- 
charge the National Debt; but will hkewise 


* the utmost efforts and most indirect practices 
“of the united party of Jacobites. The uni- 
‘ versities have behaved themselves at least 
‘ inoffensively ; and some steps have been 
€ taken by your Majesty to make it no less 
* their interest than duty to cherish and propa- 
‘gate principles of loyalty and affection to 
* your person and government. So that upon 
‘the whole, no doubt can be made, but that if 
‘these happy beginnings are thoroughly pur- 
sued, and the present good disposition of the 
¢ nation improved and strengthened hy proper 
‘methods aud measures which may be still 
‘taken, they will grow su settled and con- 
‘ firmed, as to make your Majesty’s reign for 
‘ the future no less easy than glorious and suc- 
‘ cessful. 

‘But however promising these appearances 
‘are, yet your Majesty must be sensible that 
- the Jacobite party is still verwstrong, and their 
‘ views only suspended in expectation of a fa- 
‘vourable opportunity. Ofthis, your Majesty 
‘has the strongest proofs, and surest intelli- 
‘gence. Those of the foreign ministers who 
‘are best acquainted with this country, and 
6 who, upon account of their religion, may be 
supposed to be so far admitted into the general 
¢ designs and consultations of the disaffected, 
“as tobe no incompetent judges of the heart 
‘and spirit that party is in, do, in their most 
‘ secret and updisguised relations to their re- 
* spective courts, wherethey may be supposed 
to open their minds with the greatest freedom 
‘ and sincerity, constantly represent the present 
€ tranquillity of this nation, as owing more to 
¢ the despair of giving your Majesty any distur- 
‘ bance from abroad, than to any pall chanee 
€or submission wrought in the minds of the 
¢ Pretender’s adherents; insinuating, that if the 
‘engagements which at present withhold 
‘ France and Spain from espousing his cause, 
¢ were once dissolved, and a bare connivance in 
‘ his favour from either of those quarters, the 
* spirit of disaffection would soon rally, and 
6 sparks of resentment, which now lie 
‘smothered, would break out into as fierce a 
‘flame asever. However vain their reasonings 
‘may be, as tothe success that would attend 
any such practices: yet this much is undenia- 
‘ ble, that these notions lessen the weight and 
‘ influence your Majesty ought to have abroad 
€ as to the affairsof Europe in general. And it 
“is equally certain, that nothing will so soon 
¢ give credit to these opinions and insinuations, 
‘as the seeing any handle given to the enemies 
~ © of your Majesty’s government, for propagating 
* discontents at home, and for alienating the 
‘ affections of your Majesty’s subjects. 

‘ Among all the topics for sowing sedition, 
‘ there is none which the Jacobites have ma- 
* naged with greater industry and success, than 
‘your Majesty’s inclinations frequently to visit 
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greatly increase the wealth, pasver, and in- 
fluence of this kingdom. 
“© Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 
‘I have ordered the proper dfficers to pre- 


‘ your German dominions. But whatever arti- 
‘fice they have employed to this end, yet the 
‘necessity of your Majesty’s inspecting from 
‘time to time, the state of your affairs in those 
‘ parts, and the prudence and caution your 
‘ Majesty his used as to the times and seasons 
‘ of undertaking this journey, have in a great 
‘measure disappointed their endeavours to 
‘ misrepresent this step: but when they may 
‘ with some appearance at least insinuate, that 
‘ this journey will become annual, the wisest 
“man cannot foretell what mischiefs such an 
‘ opinion, should it gain credit, may produce. 
‘Should your Majesty, therefore, after so long 
“a stay as your atiairs required you to make at 
‘ Hanover last year, think it proper and advise 
‘ able immediately after the euding of this short 
‘ session, aguin to visit your foreign dominions, 
‘ you would thereby give an opportunity to the 

¢ disaffected to insiuuate, that thesame inclina- 

‘tions which call your Majesty abroad this 
‘summer, being likely always to subsist, will 

‘always produce the same effect, aod Britain 

‘thereby be reduced to the same state with 

‘ Ireland (where the lord Jieutenant never ap- 

‘pears, but when the Parliament is called to 

‘give money) and never enjoy the blessing of 
‘your Majesty’s presence any longer than 

‘ while this service lasts. 

‘ Having laid before your Majesty, the in- 
‘conveniences and dangers which 1n my op 
‘nion will arise from your going abroad this 
‘year; I most humbly beg leave to mention 
‘some of the many advantages that will in all 
‘ probability be the consequences of your Ma- 
‘jesty’s continuance here this summer. In 
‘ the first place, the well affected party in ge- 
‘ neral, being supported by your Majesty’s pre- 
“sence, and encouraged by being under your 
‘ immediate influence, will be enabled to make 
‘ the best advantage of the present good tempet 
‘thenation is in. Your Majesty’s friends in 
‘the city will not only carry every thing during 
‘the summer, but by the help and assistance 
¢ of your servants, will be prepared to lay be- 
‘ fore the Parliament, such bills as may for the 
‘future secure the government of that impor- 
‘ tant place, entirely in the bands of those who 
‘ are zealous in your Majesty’s interest. 

‘The next points of consequence to the 
¢ peace, ease, and security of your Majestys 
‘ government, are the clergy and the two unl- 
‘ versities, and if a right use is made of their 
‘ present disposition, i am persuaded, it will 
‘not be difficult to find out some farther en- 
‘ couragements, that will make the majority of 
‘those great bodies firm friends to your 
‘ Majesty ; and as your Majesty knows, that 
‘T have always had the gaining them over 
‘to your Majesty very much at heart, s0 
‘T have lately had frequent conversations 
‘on this bead with the bishop of London 
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pareand lay before you Estimates of the ex- 
pences for the service of the ensuing year; 
nnd, as they do not exceed what has been 
found by experience to be absolutely necessary 
for the security of the kingdum, | 
question but I shall have your ready concur- 
rence in rnising the Supplies, in such manner 
as shall be most ensy to my people, 
“There is one thing that I cannot but men- 
tion to you, as deserving your particular consi- 
deration: it is too manifest, that the Fands 
established for the finishing the works at Green- 
wich Hospital, and providing fora competent 
nomber of seamen there, canpot, in time of 
peace, be sufficient to answer the expences of 
ths preat and necessary work. It is therefore 
wy much to be wished, that some method 
ctald be found our, to make a farther provision 
fora comfortable support to our seamen, worn 
out m the service of their country, and labour- 
mg onder old age and infirmities. 
“My Lords nnd Gentlemen ; 
“You must all be sensible how much our 
present happiness is owing to your union and 
ueady conduct : It is therefore wholly unneces- 


Wry to recommend to you ananimity and dis-: 
patchia all your deliberations. The zeal and 
sbilties you have on all occasions shewn, in. 
Upporting the interest of your country, even 
uoder the greatest difficulties, lenve'‘me noroom. 


to doubt uf my having your entire and effectual 
Concurrence im every thing that can tend to 
the service of the public, 


people.” 


The Lords’, Address of Thanks] Nov. £8. 
he Lords presented the following Address : 


a 


‘(Gibson) who is, withme, fully -persuaded it 
“would be very practicable to reduce them to 
‘ a better sense of their duty; and we have al- 
fey madea ‘Tough draught of some things 
, Proper to be done for this end. The last and 
, om important consideration, is the preserv- 
me that veal and affection toward your 
* Majesty, which ‘has hitherto appeared so 
_Cminently in this perlinment, and taking 
‘hold of the present situation of your af- 
; fairs, for ‘concerting, daring the recess, such 
_ measures as may, with their concurrence, at 
‘then next meeting, secure your Majesty nnd 
the nation, from those frequent. convulsions, 
which have at all ‘times been felt by your 
tl predecessors, ever since the revolu- 


___ Tost, before I conclude, beg leave to make 
me further observation of your Majesty, that 
thould you be pleased to defer going abroad 
this summer, your Majesty may, by calling 
, ot parliament in Octuber next, have the ses- 
non finished in February, and without the 
; iaconvenience to yuur affairs, set out 
: hence m the beginning of March next, 
iia say at Hanover, if you think fit, till 

mary following. So that take two years 


“together, you will at once 
WOLKE paes almost as 


make no: 


| speech from the throne. 


and to the geod of my 


‘“« Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“ We your Majesty’s most dutiful ead loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
Pariiament assembled, beg leave to return 
your Majesty our most humble and hearty 
thanks for your Mayjesty’s most gracious 
Peace with aH 
powers abroad, perfect tranquillity and plenty 
at hone, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of 
all our rights and liberties, are such inestima- 
ble blessings to us, as leaveus no room to wish 
for any thing more to complete our happiness, 
but for your Majesty’s long life and happy 
reign over a most faithful and obedient people. 
We think ourselves in duty bound to ackngw- 
ledge this prosperous situation of affairs, to be 
wholly owing -to the blessing of God on the 
wise measures your Majesty has parsued, for 
the true interest of this kingdom. 

““ Your Majesty’s tender and compassionate 
concern and care for the seamen, who have, | 
by their bravery, eminently distinguished them- 
selves m the service 6f their country, in all 
parts of the world, cannot but encourage all 
your subjects to the strictest performanve of 
their duty ; and we ‘most humbly beseech youe 
Majesty to believe, that we shall at all times 
exert ourselves, with the same seal which has 
hitherto animated us in your Majesty’s service, 
for the defence and safety of the mation, and 
and that our chearful concurrence shall never _ 
be wanting, whenever it lies in our power, to 
advance the true tnterest of the public, and 
promote your Majesty's glory.” 


The King’s Answer.) The King’s Answer 


‘1 was as folluws : 


‘many months there as you could do, if you 
“went this summer and the next; with this 
‘ only difference, that the one may occasion and 
‘ bring inextricable difficulties upon your affairs 
‘here, and the other will not give rise even to 
‘ the least murmur. 

‘ I presume to send your Majesty my thoughts 
¢ upon this matter in writing, that what I have 
‘to lay before your Majesty may be done with 
‘ greater exactness and privacy. I once more 
‘beg your Majesty will believe, that what is 
‘here said upona subject, which I fear will be | 
‘ disagreeable to you, flows from a heart full of 
‘duty and veneration for your sacred person, 
‘and from no other motives, but those of 
‘ honour and conscience; and that after [ have 
‘laid my thoughts with the greatest deference 
“before your Majesty, I shall not only obey, 
¢ but cheerfully execute whatever your Majesty 
«shall think fit to determine; being with the 
‘warmest zeal and most unalterable attach- 
¢ ment, Sire, -your Majesty’s most dutiful sub- 
¢ ject, and most devoted servant.’ ; 

* This firm but respectfal representation had 
its due effect; the king did not remove from 
England, and his presence was highly instru- 
mental inmaintaining the domestic tranquillity.” 
Coxe’s Walpole. 

2D 
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s¢ My Lords; 

‘¢T thank you for this very loyal and dutiful 
Address. You may depend apun my steady 
pursuit of such measures only, as, by the bless- 
mg of God upon my endeavours, will most 
effectually secure the true interest of all my 
people: and that I shall at all times esteem 
the increase of their happiness as the greatest 
glory of my rergn.” 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.| Nov. 
14. The Commons presented their Address 
of Thanks to his Majesty, which was as fol- 
lows: 


« “ Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

** Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
parliament assembled, return your Majesty 
the Thanks of this House for your Majesty’s 
Most gracious Speech from the throne; and 
* asyour Majesty’s fatherly tenderness for your 
people and the unspeakable comforts of an 
@asy government, demand the sincerest tribute 
of duty; your Majesty’s faithful Commons do 
now offer to your Majesty the most unfeigned 
assurances of gratitude and loyalty, with that 
- becoming zeal and affection that is particularly 
requisite at this time. 

‘** We beg leave to congratulate with your 
Majesty on the prosperous situation of affairs 


at home and abroad; a subject not only of 


content, but of joy: and we should be want- 
Ing to ourselves, and insensible of our own 
prosperity, if we did not feel the same satisfac- 
tion in reaping the fruits of your Majesty's 
great wisdom, that your Majesty hath in im- 
ploying it to direct and guide us to our own 
happiness. 

“ Peace with all powers abroad, plenty and 
‘tranquillity at home, with a full and quiet en- 
joyment of every thing that is dear and valua- 
able to us, are peculiar marks of your Majes- 
ty’s goverament; which that they may be for 
ever remembered, this House will use their ut- 
most endeavours, by the divine ussistance, to 
transmit: the bappy consequences. of these 
blessings to the latest posterity, as monuments 
to futurity of the glories of your Majesty’s 
reign. 

‘Fo support the interest and credit of our 
country, is to pay the most acceptable obe- 
dience to your Majesty, and therefure this 
House will proceed with all cheartuluess and 
dispatch in raising such supplies as shail be 

‘necessary for the honour and safety of the na- 
tion: We will labour to discharge gradually 
the national debt, by the improve.nent of the 


public revenues: to increase our wealth, by 


the advancement of our trade; and to esta- 
blish our strength, by the encourasement of 
our navigation; and are ready heartily to 
essist your Majesty ia every thing that shall 
tend to the secuntv and grandeur of your 


Majesty and your kingdoms,” 


Lhe King’s rake To this Address his 
Dlajcety returued ibe following Aaswer ; 
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‘© Gentlemen ; | 

“T return you my hearty thands for your 
loyal Address; I never made any doubt, but 
that whenever the honour aad interest of the 
kingdom called upon you, I should meet with 
the same return of duty and fidelity, and the 
same affection and zeal for my service, as I 
have hitherto experienced on all uccasious.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Number of the 
Land Forces] Nov. 28. In a Committee of 
the whole House, the Commons considered 
farther of the Supply. The several Estimates | 
of the charge of Guards, Garrisons, and Land 
Forces; of the Forces in the Plantations, Mi- 
norca, and Gibraltar; of the Out-Pensioners ot 
Chelsea-hospital, for the year 1725, and of ex- 
traordipary expences not provided for by Pare 
liament, having been referred to the Committee, 

Mr. Henry Pelham: (Secretary at War,) 
vpened the debate on’ those several heads, 
shewed the necessity of keeping up the same 
uumber of gnards, garrisons, and land-furces, and 
moved for making the same provision fur them 
for the year 1725, as was made furthis year. My. 
Pelham’s motion was supported by Mr. Treby, sir 
Edmund Bacon,zeneral Wade, and Mr. Yonge; 
but was opposed by Mr. Plummer, Mr. Free- 
man, sir Wiiliam Barker, lord Morpeth, sir Jo- 
seph Jekyll, Mr. Cornwall, Mr. Soell, Me. 
Hungerford, and Mr. Shippen, which occasion- 
ed a warm debate, that lasted tll four in the 
afternoon. Those who oppused Mr. Pelham’s: 
motion, were not all of the same opinion, as to 
the number of troops, some being for reducing 
the army to 7 or 8,000 men, as was done afte: 
the conclusion of the treaties of Ryswick and 
Utrecht, and others insisting only un the dis- 
banding of the 4,000 men raised upon occasion 
of the late Conspiracy. 

Mr. Snell, member for Gloucester, to shew 
the danger of a Standing Army ia a free coum 


try, brought two instances ; the one of an 10 


sult given by dragoons encamped in the heal 
to some countrymen that were merry-making ; 
the other, of an officer quartered at Gloucester, 
who, upon a rejoicing day, would not permit 
the city drums to beat, pretending that none 
but the King’s drums had a right to beat 1n 
garrison. ‘To the first of these complaint ; 
Mr. ‘[reby answered, That by several Aids 
vits taken before the magistrates in the ee ie 
bourhood, it appeared that a rude mob | 
contented people had given the first eee He 
provocation to the King’s troops, by ca a 
them * Roundheads,’ and other abusive a King 
and singing or playing the tune of * ace 
‘ shall enjoy hisown again,’ &c. To the It 
it was said, That the officer, who was Sie 
that piece of indiscretion, was so far ee 
countenanced, that on the contrary, of Wer, 
first notice given of it to the Secretary hi Ma- 
he was ordered to be dismissed ges yee 
jesty’s services which punishment eles o 
have undergone, had not the me massif, 
Gloucester been satisfied with huis su 
and iuterceded for hin, 
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Mr. Hungerford endeavoured to shew the 
danger of regular troops: to a free nation, anc 
what little oveasion there was for them at this 
happy junctere, and concluded, He could not 
ingine, what ase an army could be put to, un- 
les it were to extinguish the flame that had 
beet kindled in Ireland by the new Brass Half- 
pence, (meaning the base half-pence coined by 
Mr. Wood fur the use of Ireland, ] and to force 
that people to swallow them.—But the most 
material objections were urged by 

Mr. Stippeny who upon this occasion spoke 
as follows : 

Mr. Speaker ; 

T bare spoke so often against maintaining 
Matrordinary number of Land Forces in 
tine of peace, that I should now choose to be 
let, it Thad not the first day of the session 
catered my claim to dispute the continuance of 
the 4000 augmentation troops, and if I did not 
tink it my duty to oppose every proposition, 
which seems to carry the least appearance of 
danger to our constitution. 

I ask pardon, especially of the honourable 
gentleman who moved it, if I take the present 
question to be of this nature. Nor can I be 
peruaded, that the frequent imposition of un- 
hecessary taxes, or the repetition of any griev- 
ance, ought to beget an insensibility, or 
slavish acquiescence in it. On the contrary, I 
aizk it ought to awaken and double our attea- 
kon, lest it should in time plead a prescriptive 
neht, and gradually grow into an establishment. 

fl may be permitted to consider the King’s 
‘iia as the composition of his ministers, 
which though I know by experience to be a 
ci dangerous,* is yet a more parliamentary 
he than to consider it as an edict from the 
: po I will observe, that it does not ask the 
ae and advice of the Commons, how far 
ie i will ase their great, essential and undis- 
fA of raising money ; but it positively 
; eae the exact provision we are to make, 
= J sea and Jand, for the service of the en- 
ket hie and, whether that be rot a new 
dices of speaking to Parliaments, is with all 
Louse ee to the wisdom of this 
ee ie ich is the best judge of its own privi- 
“Surely Sin it lanchol h 

. dy Sit, t is very melancholy to hear one 
acne another, that, ihacogh we are ln a 
a nike te as the language is, yet wo 

oad. wap’, cure at home, nor respected 
fetees i, without cotitinaing above 18,000 land 

Th: ; - 
his way of reasoning entirely misrepresents 


stances and ith 
Supzest, condition. For it would 


890d re ° ’ 
the hard without enduring at the same time 


Cessore ; 
the bac: rs in Parliament, thought fit to alter 


* See vol. 7, p, 541. 


way of reasoning farther supposes, that the me- — 
tual confidence betwixt his Majesty and ‘his 
people is destroyed, that there is a distrust-on 
one hand and a disaffection on the other, for 
which there is not the Jeast ground or pretence. 
For his Majesty, by his residence amongst us 
this last summer, aE not only given us the 
clearest proof of his preferring the welfare and 
happiness of these kingdoms, to that of his own 
foreign dominions; but has for ever secured the 
love of his subjects here by his most gracious 
affability and personal condescensions to them. 
He has for ever secured that tranquillity at 
home, on which he is pleased with so wuch sa- 
tisfaction to congratulate his Parliament. Noe 
can this tranquillity be affected by the cla- 
mours in Ireland against. a late patent, [mean- 
ing Mr. Wood’s patent for coining, which was 
afterwards recalled] for there is a large army 
in that kingdom sutiicient tv curb tumultuoas 
Spirits, and to awe patronizing malecontents, 
should any such be found. Nay, if more forces 
are judged necessary, either for the honour or: 
safety of the government there, that kingdom is 
abie and willing to maintain more on its own 
establishment; ‘and therefore all arguments 
drawn from thence relating to the present ques- 
tion must be inconclusive. The House may 
perhaps think fit, at a proper season, to listen 
so far to the complaints of our fellow’ subjects 
in another kingdom, as to call for this ob- 
noxious patent, and to examine into the 
grounds of it. For the mis-government of Ire- 
land has becn frequently under the examination 
of the House of Commons here, and such exa- 
minations have formerly proved fatal to as 
great ministers as England ever bred; which 
se be matter of reflection to their successors 
and to those it may concern ; but can never be 
any inducement to an English Parliament te 
pay one soldier more, than is absolutely neces- 
sary fer our own use. 

Now ail rebellions, all conspiracies, seem to 
be totally extinguished, not more -by the late 
seasonable exertion of parliamentary justice, 
than by the wise and prudent conduct of those. 
in the administration. They have so carefully 
reviewed and modelled the forces this summer 
in every part of the nation, that we are to 
hepe, there are not left even so many, as three 
or four serjeants and corporals, who shall 
have fool-bardiness enough to undertake again 
to draw the whole army into wild and chi-. 
merical attempts. They have freed the church 
feom all apprehensions of danger, by pre- 
moting only the mest orthodox and learned 
part of the clerzy to the episcopal dignity and 
other ecclesiastical preterments. They have 
preserved the state, by advancing only men of 
distinguished ability and experience to all great 
ofiices and civil employments. They have, 
which is above all, reconciled their ow ani- 
mosities, and have-no other contentions Now, 
but who shall best serve his Majesty and the 
public, without any views of accumulating um- 
mense wealth to themselves, or of aggrandimng 
their own private families. Such an adunius- 
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tration can never need the assistance and pro- 
tection of above. 18,000 disciplined troops 
Such an administration should not suffer the 
ary to run away with the reputation of their 
good and great works, or to assuine the glory 
of raising our credit, enlarging our trade, and 
establishing our present prosperity. 

Nor are our foreign attuirs in a less flourish- 
ing condition, than tho-e at home, so fur as I 
am capable of judging on the common appear- 
ance of things, without beiug in the secrets of 
the cabinet. 

We can have no apprehensions from our 

nearest neighbour, France. For that kingdom 
is envaged to us by many strict treaties, and 
‘I bave heard the French buna fides of late 
years, as much asserted and extuiled in this 
Alouse, as I have formerly heard it ridiculed 
and exploded. Besides we have a vigilant mi- 
mister at Paris, who by lis own skill and 
penetration in politics, as well as by good ad- 
vice and assistance from hence, is not only 
promoting the British interests there, but in- 
fluencing and directing the French councils. 

Nor can we have any preteuce to keep up 
those forces on account of danger from Spain. 
For, if that monarchy should be indiscreet 
enough to retain the least harsh remembrance 
of any pretended ill usage from Great Britain ; 
Jf it should resent our glorious and seasonable 
conquest over their fleet in the Mediteranean, 
fur which we struck a medal with pompous in- 
scriptions: If it should insist on the restita- 
tion of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, which, in 
my humble opinion, can never be surrendered 
without the highest infamy, as well as injury, 
to England. [ sav, if any thing of this kind 
should remain in the breast of the court of 


Spain, notwithstanding our treaties and daily. 


negotiations there, it 1s our comfort, that we 
need fear no invasion from their armada; that 
the mutability of their counsels, their preten- 
sions in Italy, their distance from Great Britain 
render it impracticable for them, to annoy or 
distress us. And if king Philip’s resignation 
of that crown was a guod argument the last 
year, for continuing the 4,000 augmentation 
troops, then his resumption of it now must be a 
good vue for disbanding them this year. 

The emperor's personal obligations to Great 
Britain are such, that it is impossible for him 
to entertain any all intentions against us, 
either on account of the Ostend-East-India 
Company, or of lis Majesty's glorious endea- 
vours to remove the reliwious grievances in 
Germany, and to promote the Protestaut in- 
terest there. of which he is the great uardian. 

The Dutch are our old natural allies, and 
always ready to cssist us. Nor is at their fault, 
that we have sometimes disputed amongst«our- 
selves concerning the expence of transporting 
their auxihar forces. They are bound to us, 
by ancient ties of gratitude, for their origin + 
preservation, and by, what is yet a stro.-per 
Cement, their own present interest and safety. 

As to the two nortnern crowns of Sweden 
aad Denmark, they have in their turns received 


PARL. HISTORY, #1 Gzonc I. 1724.—+-Debate in the Conmmons 


[408 


our protection, and tasted of our bounty. We 
all remember the famous ara, when 250,0004, 
as well as many smaller supplies since, were 
raised on that account Besides, we are to 
hope our expeditioas into the Baltic, under 
the conduct of a brave ofhcer (sir Johu Norris) 
here present, have been as effectual as they 
have been expensive, aud that our fleet has nag 
only awed them into a reconciliation betwaxt 
themselves, but into an absolute submisaion te 
Great Britain, 

The Czar is stretching his conquests into 
remote parts of the world, and if what we heas 
of a jate treaty be true, that it is made entirely 
in favour of Great Britain, without any regard 
to foreign principalities, we can apprehend 
nothing from our new ally, who 1s otherwise so 
fully employed. Fur however extensive our 
mediating care may be, I presume we are not 
engaged with him to oppose the intended suc~ 
cession of the crowa of Poland, or to settle 
the balance of empire in Persia. 

If such then is our prosperons situation at 
home and abroad, why should we be denied 
the promised happy consequences of it? why 
should we be afraid of reducing our land forces? 
why should we nut at least atrike off the 4,000 
augmentation troops, in compassion to a bation 
loaded, and almost sunk with debt? For should 
@ storm arise after this calm, should any new 
events produce a rupture in Europe, it will be 
ume enough, if we are either prompted by 
our own heroic disposition, or bound by any 
inviolable treaties, to enter into the quarrels of 
the Continent, | say, it will be time enough 
when the war shall be actually declared, to 
lend our assistance to those, whom we volun«~ 
tarily espouse, or to perform our engagements 
to our respective allies, if they shall not be 
found romantic and impracucable. We hare 
the opinion of a most eminent author 12a civil 
learning, ‘ Fhat it is more grievous to any 
‘nation to bear the least extraordinary taxes, 
‘in times of peace, than to endure the greatest 
‘ impositions in times of war. Because a war 
‘may prove advantazeous, may terminate in 
‘ conquest and glorious acquisitions, Buta con- 
‘tinuance of extraordinary taxes, withuut it, 
‘ must inevitably end in poverty aud ruin.’ 

Now I can never be so unjust to his Mayes 
ty’a most mild and gracious government, as to 
ascribe our preseut tranquillity to the cans 
tinuance of an extraordinary vumber of troops, 


-any more than | can bcheve, u would cease a8 
the reduction of partof them. This would be a 
‘dangerous, as well as ao absurd doctrine, with 
‘Telation to us at boime. 


For shovld it be ad- 
mitted, that above eizhteen thousand land 


forces have not only procured our present 


tranquillity, bute that they are absolutely ne- 
cessarv to the security of the kingdom; thea 
it will follow, that tie same number wall al. 
ways he absoluteiy necessary; that a milr 
tary posver is the most pacific fourm of povern- 
ment; and that an army will be a better pre 
server of peace and plenty, a better yuar 


dian of our civil ang religious rights, than the 
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law of the land, This doctrine.ton, consider- 
ed with regard: ta the respect and influeuce 
we may have abrond, is as absurd and ill- 
pounded; for that respect and influence can 
never proceed, from the number. of laad.forces, 
we may think ft to burthen ourselves with in 
ume of peace; but it must proceed from the 
adaeniages. of: our, natural situation, from our 
nayal strength, from our extended conamerce, 
from, our wast riches, which have enabled us to 
carry on long and, expeusive wars; to maintain, 
when our alliea failed in their quotas, three 
peat armies at once in three distant nations; and 
tase advantages will ever enable us.to hold 
te balance off power in Europe, unless worn 
Qu with wnpecessary and insupportable taxes. 
Bus 4 pot so much as the four thousand 
wguentation troops are to be parted with, if 
they ara ty. be continued till the pretences of 
allthe princes in Europe shall be adjusted, 
ob the different interests of different nations 
sball he reconciled, wll the claim of Bremea 
wd Yendan shal be. fully settled and ac 
quiesced in, till the long expected form of 
acungreas shall be completed, I freely own, I 
aU not without my apprehensions, that our. 
iamense oational debt, instead of being an- 
nally reduced, will be daily increased; that 
Opt present grievances, for grievances we have 
ithe midst of all our tranquillity, instead of 
* being speedily remozed, will become perpetual, 


and we may dream of blessings we shall never | 


On the whole, I am against continuing 
theaumber of forces proposed, and for disband- 
‘ing at feast, the fpur. thousand augmentation 
troops. 
_ Mr. Foaga retosted these arguments with 
great vivacaty and address. He said, among 


other things, He was obliged to the geatleman |. 


that spoke on the other side, for fusnishin 
hum with reasons for keeping up the present 
Bamber of troops: That the prosperous situa- 
bon of affairs, the peace with ali powers 
abroad, and the perfect tranquillity at home, 
ng, In A preat measure, owing to the good 
Posture we were in, both by sea and. land, 
which made us respected abroad, and secure 
a home, it were imprudence not to continue 
those forces om the same foot. That the par- 
lament bad indeed obliged king Waillham of 
glorious memory, to reduce his army to 7000 
men. But what was the consequence of it? 
Why truly, the French king was thereby en- 
yeuraged to acknowledge and proclaim the 
Pretender, as king of England, and to seize 
oa the monarchy of Spain, which was the 
occasion of a long, bloody, and expensive 

war. That as to the reduction of the arm 
= the peace of Utrecht, it was well 
Bown that it was principally owing to those 
“So were for having an army of another 
stamp. That this reduction would have proved 
to the Protestant succession, had some 
People had time to ripen their designs. ‘That 
Hien it encouraged a great rebellign soon 
‘ier his Majesty’s happy, and: almost mira- 


‘home, and the peace 


culous agepssion. to tha qrown: and as the 
spirits. and, discontents which raised that rebel- 
hon were not yet wholly extinguished and: subs | 
dued, they woud, soon see insurreotinne at 
of Europe disturbed 
abroad, if they. parted with the army, : 
Tue question being pat uppp Mr. Pelham’a 


| motion, it wag carried. .im the afarmative hg 
| 206 voices against 69; and: resolxed, &. That 


the number of effective men to be provided fox 
uards and garrisons in Great Britain, and: for 
veney and Guernsey, for the year 1725, he 
(including 1,815 invalids) 18,264 men; coma 
inission, apd non commissioned officers in- 
cluded. 2. That the sum of. 65-4,488/. 178. 8d. 
be granted for the charge. of the said 13,264 
effective men, for the year 1725. 3. That the 
sum of 152,6372 16s. 5d. be granted fox mainr 
taining his) Majesty’s forces 4ns|. garrisons in 
the plantations, Minorca and. Gibraltar, and 
for provisions for the garrisons of Annapolis 
Royal, Placentia, and. Gibrultan, for the year 
1725. 4. The sum of 12,0002, upon accopat 
for out-pensionera of Chelsea hospital, for the 
‘year 1725. And, 5. The sum of 16,8414 8s, 6d) 
for the defrayjng several extraordinary exn 
| Pences and services, incurred and not provided 
‘tor by the parliament. These, Resolutions be: 
‘ing the next day reported, were agreed ta by 
'the House. \ 


Renogt os Paecepencs or PUNISHMENTS 
‘FoR BrREacM OB THE PRIVILEGES OF THB 
Houser or Logns.|; Nov. £0, The Lords ap- 
| pointed a Committee to search Precedenta, as 
to what Punishments have been inflicted, or 
methods takeu to vindicate the Honnur of this 
House, in cases of any Breach of their Lorde 
‘ships’ Privilege, or Coatempta tw this House. 


. Nov. 95. The lord. Delawar acquainted the 
‘ House, That the Lords’ Committees appointed 
to search Precedenta, aa to, v.has Puyishments 
have been inflicted, or. metands taken ta vip- 
dicate the Honour of thie Hovae, 1. cases of 
apy Breach of their Lordshipa’ Peiilege, or. 
Contempts to this House, bad inspected Prac 
cedents accordingly; sand had prepared q Rc- 
port; which he was ready to make, uben theis 
lordships will please to recaiye the same. 
Ordered, That the sajd. Report ba RoW 56- 
ceived. 
Accordingly his lordship reposted from the 
‘said Committee, as follows : 


“That the Committee hare inspected the 
Journals of this House, in relation to the 
matters to them referred; aud think proper 
to offer to your lordships’ consideratiog 
the following instances 5 viz. - 

‘¢ February 37, 1620, Richard Beyaolds 
and Robert Wright, for arresting a servant ta 
the earl of Oxford, were ordered ta be set om 
horseback, near Westminster-hall; neither of 
them to have cloak or hat; but to have ou 
their breasts and backs papers, expressing theig. 
fault; (viz.) f¢ For a coptemptuons breach of 


o 
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‘the privileges of parliament, aggravated by” 
* contemptuous speeches,’}] and so to pass to 
the Fleet, where they are to be left prisoners. 

' & Nov. 27, 1621. John Blunt, for counter- 
feiting the lord Strafford’s seal to a protection, 
was ordered to stand on the pillory, at West- 
minster and in Cheapside, with papers on his 
head shewing his offence; and then to be 
carried to Bridewell, and there to remain dur- 
ing his life, and to work for his living. 

‘¢ March 22, 1623. ‘Thomas Morley, for 
publishing a printed petition, very scandalous 
against the lord keeper in particular, and by 
aspersion against the whole court of Star- 
chamber in general, and at the bar insolently 
using many insolent words of the lord keeper, 
in presence of their lordships, was imprisoned 
in the Fleet, fined 1,000/. to the King ; set with 

his neck in the pillory in Cheapside, with one 
of the petitions on his head; ordered to make 
submission, ‘and acknowledgment of his fault, 
at the bar and in the Star-chamber. Thenext 
day one Waterhouse, who penned the first 
draught of Morley’s petition, was adjudged to 
be a prisoner in the Fleet, and debarred pen, 
ink, and paper, during the pleasure of the 
House; fined 500/. to the King ; to make sub- 
mission, and acknowledgment of this his fault, 
at the bar, in the Star-chamber, and to the 
lord keeper: and Bernard Alsop, the printer 
of the petition, imprisoned in the Fleet, admo- 
Rished not to print any more petitions; and to 
make submission and acknowledgment. ° 

‘“‘ May 28, 1624.. Upon a report from the" 
Coramittee of Privileges, the fine on Morley 
was reduced to 500/. and he was discharged 
out of prison; and Waterhouse’s punishment, 
upon his petition, was remitted. 

“July 9, 1625. Ralph Brooke, Yorke 
Herald, for exhibiting a false and scandalous 
petition against the earl Marshal, was sentenced 
to make his submission to the said ear] Marshal 
at the bar, to be imprisoned in the Tower dur 
Ing pleasure, and fined 1,000 marks, ~ 

‘“¢ April 4, 1626. George Gardner, for buy- 
ing and selling of counterfeited protections 
uoder the hand and seal of a peer in parlia- 
ment, was ordered to be set on the pillory at 
Westminster, with a paper on his head, de- 
claring his offence; and afterwards to be car- 
ned down to Norwich, and there to stand on 
the pillory, with the like paper. 

» “13th June following, the same Gardner, 
for scandalizing the justice of this House, and 
for unjustly slandering the lord keeper, was or- 
dered to stand in the pillory at Westminster, 
with a paper on his head, declaring his offence; 
and to ride backward with the same paper to 
the cross in Cheapside, and to stand on the 
pillory there, and so to ride back to the Fleet: 
and though the lord keeper did earnestly desire 
this punishment might be forgiven Gardner, 
yet the House denied it. 

* “ April 16, 1628. Anthony Lamplugh, for 

exhibiting an onjust and scandalous petition 

against the lord keeper and lord bishop of Lin- 

coln, was sentenced to stand committed to the 
1 . 
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Fleet; to acknowledge here, at the bar, * That 
‘the said petition is unjust and scandalous, 
‘ and that he is sorry for it;’ and to ask their 
lordships’ forgiveness; and to be brought to the 
chancery bar, and there to make the like ac- 
knowledgment. 

“The next day, he having asked forgiveness 
at the bar, the remainder of the censure was 
forgiven. | 

“‘ June 12, 1628. Ensign Reynde, for ig- 
nominious speeches uttered by him against the 
lord viscount Say and Seale, and for his con- 
tempt of this high court of parliament, was 
adjudged never to bear arms hereatter, but ac- 
counted unworthy to be a soldier; to be im- 
prisoned during pleasure; to stand under the 
pillory, with papers. on his head shewing his 
otfence, at Cheapside, and at Banbury; to be 
fined at 200/. to the King, and to ask forgive- 
ness. 

‘‘ And as to the precedent last mentioned, 
the Committee think proper to observe to the 
House, That it appears by thé Journal, that 
their lordships’ utmost endeavours were used, 
to apprehend and bring the said Reynde in 
person before them, to justice; but he ab- 
sconded, so that he could not be taken; not- 
withstanding which, the House, in his absence, 
proceeded to the censure above-mentioned ; 
and directed the court of Star-chamber to put 
the sentence against him in execution, if he 
should happen to be apprebended after the 
ending of the session, and out of time of par- 
liament. 

“‘ Jan. 18, 1640. James Faucet, for inso-' 
lent and abusive speeches against the earl of 
Newport, was sentenced to stand committed 
to the Fleet; to make his humble sobmission 
to the said earl, and to pay him 5001. for 
damages. . 

‘“ March 29, 1642, post meridiem. John 
Bond, for being the author and contriver of a 
false and scandalous letter, pretended to be 
sent from the Queen in Holland to his Majesty 
at York, was sentenced to stand on the pillory 
at Westminster-hall dour, and in Cheapside, : 
with a paper on his head, written, * A Contriver 
‘ of False and Scandalous Libels ;’ the said let- 
ters to be called in, and burnt near him as he 
stands; and he to be commutted to the house 
of correction. 

“ April 28, 1642. Sir William San Ravy, 
knight, for false, scandalous and malicious re- 
ports and speeches against the earl of Danby, 
was fined to the King, in the sum of 100/.; or- 
dered to pay the said earl by way of damages, 
500/.; to make a submission at the bar, and to 
be imprisoned in the Fleet. 

July 9, 1663. Alexander Fitton, for cone- 
triving and publishing an infamous libel against 
the lord Gerrard of Brandon, fined 500/. to bis 
Majesty, committed to the King’s-bench, and 
to find sureties for his behaviour during life. 

“ December 18, 1667. William Carr, for 
dispersing scaudalous and seditious printed 
papers against the lord Gerrard of Brandon, 
fined 1,0U0/, to the King, to stand thrice in the 


we 
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pillory, to be imprisoned in the Fleet, and the ¢ bar, to be discharged ; and the next day he was 


papers to be burnt. 

“ March ist, 1676. Dr. Cary was. fined 
1,000/., for refusing to discover his knowledge 
of alibel ; and to be committed to tbe Tower 
wl he pays the same. : | 

“March 8th 1688-9. William Downing, 
for printing a paper reflecting on the lord Grey 
of Warke, was committed to the Gate-house, 
and fined 1,000/. to the king. 

“ June 11th 1689: Percy's petition, claim- 
ing the earldoin of Northumberland, containing 
several reflections, Was dismissed the House ; 
and the said Percy was ordered to be brought 
before the four courts in Westminster Hall, 
wearing a@ paper upon his breast, in which 
these words shall be written ‘The false and 
‘inpudent pretender to the earldom of North- 
‘umberlemd.’ 

“ April 11th, 1690. Thomas Garstone, for 


counterfeiting protections, to stand twice in the | 


pilory, and be committed to the Gate-house 

ullhe pays his fees. 

“February 22d, 1695. The House was in- 
formed, That there was a paper delivered at the 
door, reflecting on the House, by Robert Cros- 
held: Whereupon he was called in, and owned 
the paper; but refusing to give'the House an 
account who printed it, he was ordered into 
custody. . 

“March 17th, 1697. A libel intituled, 
‘Mr. Bertie’s Case, &c. with some remarks on 

_ ‘the Judgment given therein,’ was voted false, 
malicious, and scandalous, and ordered to be 
burnt; ancl a committee was appointed, to 
consider of the said paper. 

“ March 18th, 1697. Report wasmade from 
the Committee, That the printer had confess- 
ed that Mr. Robert Bertie, a member of the 
House of Commons, had employed him to 
print it, 

“6th of the same month. Consideration 
was had of che said paper; and the earl of 
Abingdon, in his place, declared, ¢ That he did, 
“inthename of his son, ask pardon of the 
‘House and the Lord Chancellor ;’? which the 

Ouse accepted. «s_—> 

“ May 7th, 1716. James Mynie, a solicitor, 
was ordered into custody, for putting counsel’s 
names to an appeal without their knowledge. 

“12th of same May, Mynde was brought 
t the bar, and, by a petition, confessed him- 
self guilty ; and a committee was appointed, to 
inspect precedents of punishments inflicted. 

“18th of tbae month, Report was made 

that committee ; and Mynde fined 100/. 
tothe king, 

“June ath, 1716, 
charged out of custody 
rejected. 

“12th of the same month. He was ordered 


He petitions to be dis- 
; and his petition was 


tocause his fine to be paid into the clerk’s 


in order to be estreated into the Ex- 
chequer, for the regular payment of the same. 
. | Vath of the’same month. The House being 
imformed, That the clerk bad received the said 
fue; Mynde was ordered to be brought to the 


brought, reprimanded,.and discharged accord- 
ingly (paying his fees.) . 


And the said Report was read, by the Clerk. 


The Earl of Suffolk committed to the Tower 
for granting Protections.| January 21, 1725, 
The Lords, after an examination touching the 
yranting written: Protections, committed the. 
Earl of Suffolk to the Tower of London, for 
having given several written Protections, in 
se of the standing orders, and to the dis- 

onour of the House, as likewise to the ob- 
struction of public justice. 


Petition of the Earl of Oxford and Lord Mor- 
peth, complaining of the Defictentcy of the Ace 
counts of the Masters in Chancery.} January 
23. A Petition of Edward earl of Oxford, and 
of Henry lord Morpeth, two of the guardians 
ofthe person and estates of Elizabeth duchess 
dowager of Montague, a lunatic, was presented 
to the House of Commons and read, setting 
forth, “ That very great sums of money of the 
said lunatic’s estate baye, pursuant to orders of 
the Court of Chancery, been brought before 
Mr. Hiccocks, late one of the Masters of the 
said court, and Mr. Tho. Bennet his successor, 
now one of the Masters of the said court, in order 
to be placed out at interést for the benefit of 
the said lunatic, upon securities to be approved 
by the said Masters respectively: That upon 
examining into the Accounts of the Masters in 
Chancery, relating to the Suitors’ Monies — 
brought before them, considerable Deficiencies 
appear ; and that the said Mr. Thomas Bennet 
has not deposited, pursuant to orders of the 
said court, several Mortgages for large sums of 
money, belonging to the estates of the said luna- 
tic; neither hath he deposited nor secured, 
pursuart to orders of the said court, 9,000A 
and upwards, of his balance of cash; and 
praying such relief as the House shall think fit.” 

This Petition coming unexpectedly into the 
House, whilst the Accounts of the Masters in 
Chancery were put in a course of examina 
tion before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Great Seal, the said Petition was ordered to lie 
upon the table: But a motion béing made, 
‘© That the proper officer, or officers, of the 
Court of Chancery, do lay before this House 
copies of the Orders made by the court, relating 
to the Accounts, and the effects belonging to 
the suitors, in the hands of the Masters of the 
court of Chancery, dated the 17th and 21st of 
December last, with copies of the Reports 
therein mentioned: and also the Accounts of 
the said Masters relating thereto, with their 
several explanations of the said Accounts ;” 8 
great debate arose thereupon, in which some 
severe animadversions were made on the con- 
duct of the earl of Macclesfield, late Lord 
Chancellor. Then Mr. Henry Pe)ham moved, 
“‘ That the debate be adjourned to the 9th of 
February, which was carried by @ great ma. 
jority. : 7 a 
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The Kung Message concerning the Masters 
tn Chancery.| February 9 Mr. Metiuen ac- 
quainted the Gomions, that he hud a Message 
from his Majesty to the Huuse, signed by his 
Majesty; and that he was commanded ‘by his 
Majesty to Jay before the House Copies of 
veveral Reports and other papers relating to the 
Masters in ‘Chancery; and he delivered his 
Majesty’s Message to Mr. Speaker, andthe sajd 
Copies and other Reports, at the table. His 
Majesty's Message was read ‘by Mr. Speaker, 
ms tolows, ‘viz. 

George R. 
‘ His Majesty having reason to apprehend, 

that the suitors of the Court of Chancery were 

in danger of losing a comsiderable sum of 
money from the insufficiency of some of the 
Masters, thought himself obliged, in justice and 
compassion to the said suitors, to take the most 
greedy and proper method the law would al- 

ow, for joquiring into the state of the Master's, 
Accounts, and securing their effects for the} 
benefit of the suitors : and his Majesty hav- 

ing bad several Reports laid before bim in pur- | 
‘uance of the directiqns he had given, has or- ; 
dered the said Reports tu be communicated to - 
this House, that this House may have as full. 
and as perfect a view of this important affair, | 
‘as the shoreaess of the time, and the circum-. 
Stances and nature of the proceedings would ' 
admit of.” . 

Then the said Reports, together with some 
of the papers referred to therein, were read, 
and ordered to be taken into farther considera- 
hion on the 12th instant. 


The King’s Message for the Muintenance of 
eleven Ministers of the New Churches.] 
Feb. 10. Mr. Comptroller acquainted the 
House, That he had a Message from his Ma- 

y to this House, signed by his Majesty, and 
he delivered the same to Mr. Speaker, who ' 
vead ‘the same to the House; and the said 
Messaye is as fullows: | 


“ George R. 

. ©The commissioners for building fifty new 
churches m und about ‘the cities ‘of London and | 
estrnnever, and the suburbs thereof, haviny 
fepresented ‘to his Mayesty, That in parsuance. 
Of several acts of parhament already mude for 
tint purpose, une Chureh lmth been, tor some 
tne, finished ‘end consecrated; and three; 
chapels ‘hnve ‘been converted into parish{ 
churches, wnd ‘also consecrated; ‘and ofa 
seven-‘ether charches ere built, or'buikding end 
near fraished ; ‘for which eleven churches, con-} 
Venrent Grtricts have been also daid out and : 
appointed to be the parishes ‘respectively he-: 
dosing tothe ‘sante: And his Majesty being 
truly sensible of the great mecessity there is of 
new churches, ‘and of new divisions of parishes. 
im end about the said city and suburbs, and very 
desirous to provide for the spiritual as well as 
temporal welfare of all ‘his sabjects, and being 
also firmly ‘persuaded thet nothing will more 
effectually engage Almighty God to send down 
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his blessing upon his crown and people, then a 
due zeal for the honour and service of religion, 
has thought fit to recommend to the House of 
Commons, man especial nvemer, the provid- 
ing a suttable maintenance ‘for the mmisters 
who shall be appointed to perform Divine Ser- 
vice in the eleven churctres, aforesatd, by such 
ways as may effectually answer the ends afure- 
eaid, according ‘to ‘his Majesty's royal purpose 
and desire.” 
Hereupon it was ordered, wem. con., That 
teave be given to bring in a Bill -tor better ef- 
fecting the ‘pious intention of the said Acts. ° 


Debate upon the King’s Message ‘réspeeling 
the Mustersen Chancery.| Fetsruury 12. The 
‘Commons took into consideration the ‘several 
Reports and Papers referred to in this Majes- 
ty’s Message of the 9th instant. ‘After the 
reading part of the said Prrpers, 

Sir George Oxenden rose ap, ‘arrd said, Thet 
it manifestly appeared ‘by these Reports, which 
after the strictest inquiry, and wpon the me 
turest deliberation, had been drawn ap by 
persons ‘of the preatest weight and authority, 
for their abilities, experience, high stations, and 
integrity ; that enormous abuses had crept into 
the High Court of Chancery, ‘chiefly oocasioned 
by the magistrate, who was at the head-of that 
Court, and whose duty consequently 1 was, to 
That the crimesend misde- 
meanors of the late Lord Chancellor, were 
many, and of various matures, but might be re- 
duced to these ‘three leads: 1. That he had 


| taken itrto his own hatrds the Estetes and E/- 


fects of many widows, orphens, and tenattes, 
and either had disposed of part of them arbi- 


trarily to his own profit, or connived at the of- 


ficers under him making advantage of thesame. 
2. That he had ruised to an exorbitant price. 
the offices and places of the Masters of Chan- 
cery, and im order to enable tiem to pey tobin 
those high prices and gratuities for their admis- 


sion, had trusted in their hands large sums of 


money ‘belonging to suiturs in Chancery. 5. 
That in several cases te had made divers itre- 
gular Orders. So that in his oprnion, thet first 
magistrate inthe kingdom was fallen from the 
Lert of ‘the dignities and honours, to which 
he had been rnis:-d by the King’s reyal bounty 
and frvour, to thedepth of infamy and disgrace. 
And therefore he moved, “ That Thomes earl 
of Macclesfi-ld be impeached of High Crises 
and Misdemeanours.’”* a 


¥ << Great of this session was taken Up 
in the trial of the earl of MacclesfieN, and the 
repeal of the late lard Bolingbroke’s attainder. 
There had been for some thine a marmenns 
ayainst the insufiiciency of 
Chancery to answer = Jan 
therr hands by the vuitors m that coart 5 
was aay that the large sums, waneral 
paid for admission ‘into their piaces, mate f 
way more easy than it ouzht to have been, ee 
very much lessened the inquiry into eheir aie 
lifications. This abese had indeed ‘been long 


-~ 
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This motion was seconded by Mr. Strick- 
hnd, and Mr. Doddington, who said, The 
Misdemeanors of the ‘ate Lord Chancellor 
were of the greatest and most dangerous con- 
quence, since most of the estates in England, 
once in thirty years, pass through the Court of 
Chancery. ¢ . 
Mr. Wilkum Pultency said, That it was far 
from histhoughts to endeavour to abate the 
fut reentment which the gentlemen who 
spoke last, shewed against the great abuscs that 
had been committed in the Court of Chancery : 
bot dat in his opinion, they wént a little too 
fustins weighty and important an affair, by 
Which means they might lose the very end 
they aimed at, viz. the effectual punishing the 

by whose neglect, at least, those abuses 

been committed; That whatever deference 
they ought to pay on this oecasion, to the ca- 
Picty,experience, integrity, and authority of 
the persons who had drawn up the Reports 
that bad been laid before them, yet it little be- 
camethe dignity, and was even derogatory to 
the prerogative of that House, which is the 
and inquest of the nation, to found an im- 
Peachment upon those Reports, without a pre- 
eee ee ee 


frowing up to this degree; and there was 
tarce any thing bought and sold more freely 
and openly than a Master in Chancery’s place. 

t Suitors Money, for which the masters paid 
BO interest, brought them in great interest from 
the fonds; and, the profits of the place being 
Consequently doubled or trebled to what they 
ad been before, there was such an opportu- 


nity to enrich themselves by the advantages 


made of the money they had in their 

§, that it is not surprising, that the Lord- 
and Lord Chancellér doubled and 

tebled the price, which the masters were to 
Pay for admittance. But, the complaints 
oo this practice growing strong and public, 
in the lord chancellor Macclestield finding it 
Practcable fur him to put a stop to those 
complaints, or keep the great seal under them, 
esigned it tlae beginning of January 1725, 

j i was conmmitted to the custody of sir 
Gi. Jekyll, mister of the rolls; sir Jetfery 
a ae and sir Robert Raymond ; who having 
A gh the oath as lords commis- 
Wlollows. e Brat seal, the king said to them 
“Thave bad such 


experience of your tn- 
'y and ability, : 


put the that it is with pleasure I 
ae fully info Rreat seal into your hands. You 
Of the Maste rmed of the state of the accounts 
mend to rein Chancery. T earnestly recom= 
. you the taking effectual care, that in- 


Ure $ ane . 
2uslaction be made to the suitors of the 


> and that the 
danzers ioeuh ae be not exposed to any 


ce ; future; and I have such con- 
oe faithful discharye of the trast I 
Will look inp M you, that | am persuaded you 
off ria to the behaviour of all the 
that they act woh tsdiction, and will sce, 
#2 0 the ease the strictest regard to justice, 
Vou Vip oe my sabjects.” Tindal. 


OL VELL 


~ 
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vious inquiry, and examination into the proofs 
that were to support it; and therefore moved, 
That this affair might be referred to the con- 
sideration of a select committee. He was 
backed hy 

Sir William Wyndham, who urged, That by 
proceeding by way of Impeachment upon Re- 
ports laid before them from above, the Com= 
mons would make a dangerous precedent, and 
seem to give up the most valuable of their pri- 
vileges, viz.” the inquest after state triminals. 

Sir Wilfred Lawson, and sir Thomas Pen- 
gelly, supported Mr. Pulteney’s motion. But 
Mr. Yonge, and sir Clement Wearg answered 
those objections, whereupon the previous ques- 
tion was put, Whether the question be now 
put upon sir George Oxenden’s motion? 
Which after some debate was carried in the af- 


_firmative, by a majority of 273 voices against 


nm 


164. 


Yb 

The Commons resolve to impeach the Earl of 
Macclesfield of HighCrimcs and Misdemea~ 
nours.| Then the main question being put, it 
was resolved by the same majority, ** That 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield be impeached of 


High Crimes and Misdemeanors,” and it was 


ordered, that sir George Oxenden do go up tu 
the Lords, and at their bar, in the name of the 
House of Commons, and of all the Commons 
of Great Britain, impeach Thomas earl of 
Macclesfield of High Crimes and Misdemea- 
nours; and: acquaint them, that this House 
would, in due time, exhibit particular Articles 
against him, and make good the same.” 

Then a Committee was appointed to draw 
up Articles of Impeachment sgainst Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield; to which Committee the 
several Reports referred to in his Majesty's 
message, were referred. 

After this, upon a motion made by Mr. West, 
and seconded by Mr. Edward Thompson, a. 
Bill was ordered to be brought in, “ To indem- — 
nify the Masters of Chancery from the penal- 
ties of the act of the Sth and 6th years of king 
Edward 6, against buying and selling of othces, 
upon their discovering what consideration, © 
price, or gratuity they paid, or agreed to pay, 
for the purchase of, or for their admission to, 
their offices.” ; 

February 13. Sir George Oxenden reported, 
That he had been at the bar of the House of 
Lords, and inthe name of this House, and of 
all the Commons of Great Britain, had im- 
peached Thomas earl of Macclesfield of High 
Crimes and Misdemeanors, and acquainted the 
Lords, That the Commons would, in due time, 
exhibit particular Artictes against him, and 
make good the same. After this, Mr. West 
presented to the House, a Bill, “ Forindemni- 
tying the Masters in Chancery from the pe- 
nalties of the actof.the 5th and 6th veare 
of king Edward 6, against buying and selling 
of othces, upon their discovering what consi=- 
deration, price, or grataity they paid, or greed 
to pay, for the purchase or, or for their adie 
sion to, their respective offices” Which Bul 

20 
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was immediately read the fist and second 
time, and without going through a Comunittee, 
ordered to be engrossed. . 

Feb. 15. The said engrossed Bill was read 
the third time, passed and sent up to the Lords. 

Feb. 24. Sir George Oxenden acquainted 
the House, that he was directed by the Com- 
mittee appointed tu draw up Articles of I[in- 
peachincut against the earl of Macclesfield, to 
move the House, That such persons as the 
Committee should find it necessary bo examine, 
be examined in the most sulemu manuer ; 
which was ordered accordingly. 


Sir George Oxenden reports the Articles 
rom the Committee of Impeachment against the 

Earl of Macclesfield.| | March 18. Sir George 
Oxenden, from the Committee appginted to 
draw up Articles of Impeachment against 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, acqualuted the 
House, That they had drawn up several Arti- 
cles accordingly, which they had directed him 
to repurt tothe House; and he farther ac- 
quainted the Louse, that they bad other 
matters depending before them, relating to 
their inquiry: and he read the Report in his 
place, and afterwards delivered the Articles in 
atthe table, where they were read by the 
clerk. These Articles were one and twenty in 
number, and the two first relating to oitences 
gaid to be committed before the Act of In- 
demmnity passed in the year 1721, 

Mr. Conduit moved, thatthe said Articles 
be recommitted. Hereupon 

Mr. Walter Plomer, one of the Committee 
that had drawn up the Articles, said, Tivat 
the Crimes, for winch the earl ef Macclesfield 
was inpeached, berg complicated, and hav- 
ing a relation tu, and dependance upon one 
another, they cou.d not mention one without 
the ether. He wzs answered by sir Philip 
Yorke, who spoke for the motion fer recom- 
mitting the Articles. “To this, : 

Sir Lhomas Pengelly replied, That in the 
case before them, they ought to distinguish be- 
tween an Act of Oblivion, andan Act of In- 
demnity: tuat the first is begun in either House 
of Parhament, and heing the act of the three 
estates, or of the whole legistature, clears and 
puree: offenders of iil crimes therein specified : 

ut that it is otierwise with av Act of Indem- 
“nity, winch flows from the mere grace and 
cleinency of the sovereign, 1s sent duwn to the 
Parliament, who are at hbertv either to ac- 
cept or refuse it, but not to alter any thing; 
and regards only crimes counnitted against the 
king, his predecessors, and successors; which 
was not the case of the earl of Macclesfield, 
who stood impeached for crimes and misde- 
meanours committed in a bigh otiice and trust, 
against his fellaw-sulbjects. 

This was answered by Mr, Yonge, to whom 
Mr. West replied; aod tothe latter sir Gilbert 
Heathcote. -Bot sir Clement Wearg having 
strenuously supported sir Thomas Pengelly’s 
argument, the opposite side dropped the motion 
without dividing, 
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Then the Report being read paragraph by 
paragraph, the several Articles were agreed to 
by the louse, and ordered to be engrussed. 
It was also ordered, That a clause be prepared, 
saving liberty to the Commons to chibi any 
farther Articles against the said Thomas’ eark 
uf Macclesficld, and that he might be put to 
answer the suid crimes and misdemeanors. 

March 19. Sir George Oxcnden presented to 
the House a Clause saving liberty to the Com- 
mons to exhibit farther Articles against the 
eatl of Macclesfield, which was agreed to, and 
ordered to be engrossed with the Articles of 
Impeachinent agaiust the said earl. 

March 20. The engrossed Articles of Tae 
peachment of High Crimes and Misdemeanors 
ayamst Thomas earl of Macclesheld were read, 
and ordered to be carried to the Lords by sir 
George Oxendea.. . 

ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT AGAINST THE 
Fart or Macccesrrecp.| March 20. A 
Message was brought trom the House o? Com-. 
mons, by Sir George Oxenden and others 5 
who delivered at the Bar the Articles of Im- 
peachment against the Earl of Macclesheld. 


Then the said Artic’es of Impeachment were 
reac, by the clerk, as iullow : 


“ ARTICLES, exhibited by the Kaights, Cre 
tizens, and Burgesses, in Parliament as- 
sembied, in the name of themselves and all 
the Commons of Great Britain, against 
THOMAS Earl of MACCLESFIELD, ia 
Muintenance of their Impeachment against 
him, for high Crimeg and Misdemeanors. 


“© Whereas the Ofiice of Lord Chancellor of 
Great Britain is an ofhce of the highest dig- 
nity and trust, upon the impartial and uncor- 
rupt execution whereof the honour of the crowa 
and the welfare of the subjects of this kingdom 
greatly depend : And whereas Thomas earl of 
Macclesfield, in or about the month of May in 
the year of eur Lord 1718, by the great grace 
and favour of his most excellent Majesty, was 


constituted and appointed Lord Chancellor of 


Great Britain, and did thereupon take the 
usual oath for the due execution of that high 
othce, whereby he did swear, well and truly ta 
serve our sovereign lord the king and his peo- 
ple, poorand rich, after the Jaws and usages 
of this realm, and such other ogths as have 
been accustomed ; and the said earl continued 
in this great office until about the month of 
January in the year of our Lord 1724; and, in 
right thereof, was entrusted with the nomina- 
tion and admission to the offices of Masters of 
the Court of Chancery ; which Masters of the 
said Court are othcers of great trust, sworn to 
serve the King and his people, and associated 
to the Lord Chancellor fur his assistance in the 
due admiuistration and execution of justice ina 
the said Court; And whereas bis Majesty 
upon the said Earl's being appointed to the 
ottice of Lord Chancellor, did, of his grace and 
bounty; bestow upon the said earl the sum of 


id 
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14,000/. or some other preat sum: and did like- 
wise grant unto George Parker, esq. now com- 
monly called lord Parker, eldest son and heir 
apparent of the said earl, a yearly pention of 
1,200/. payable out of his Majesty’s receipt of 
the Exchequer, during the joint lives of his 
Majesty and the said lord Parker, determina-. 
ble upon his Majesty’s making a grant to the 
said lord Parker, in possession, of the office of 
_ one of the tellers of his Mayesty’s Exchequer, 
for the term of his natural life: which office, 


being of the yearly value of 1,500/. or up- | 


wards, has been since granted by his Majesty 
unto the said lord) Parker for his lite, who, in or 
aboot the month of July in the year of our Lord 
1719, was duly admitted to, and doth still en- 
Joy, the same ; and the said earl, during the 
tme of his continuing Lord Chancellor of: 
Great Britain, did not only enjoy the usual 
silary, fees, and profits, belonging to his 
office, of avery great annual value; but also 
cid continue to receive an annual pension of 
1,200/. which bis Majesty, in or about the 
month of June in the year of our Lord 1716, 
had granted to him and his assigns, during his 
Majesty’s life ; and did likewise receive from 
the crown a further anowal allowance of 4,000. 
andmany other advantages: Yet he the said 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, not being satis- 
fied with this large and ample revenue, nor 
regarding the obligation of his oath, or the 
duty of his high and important office; but en- 
tertaining wicked and corrupt designs and 
views, to raise and procure to himself excessive 
aod exorbitant gain and profit, by divers unjust 
and oppressive practices and methods herein 
after mentioned, whilet he continued in the 
tad office of Lord Chancellor, did, illegally, 
Corruptly, and extorsively, take and receive to 
s own private use the following or some other 
Ereatsumsof Money: ~ 


Aaticce I, 


“That Richard Godfrey, esq. having con- 
tracted with sir Thomas Gery, one of the 
asters of the Court of Chancery, for the 
purchase and surrender of his office, at the 
Price of 5,0004. or some other great sum of mo- 
ney, the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
ntain, and before the admission of the said 
Richard Godfrey int the office of one of the 
asters of the Court of Chancery, did, by 
toloar of his office of Lord Chancellor, illegally, 
Corroptly, and extorsively, insist upon, take, 
tnd receive, of and from the said Richard 
frey, the sum of 840/. or some other sum 

of money, for the admitting him into such office 
a Master of the Court of Chancery, and to 
the intent that the said Richard Godfrey should 
ave, exercise, and enjoy the same, which 
said office touches and concerns the adminis- 
TAtion and execution of justice in the said 
Hie And the said Thomas earl of Maccles- 
eld, being Lord Chancellor, in purstance 
execution of the said wicked and corrupt 

» Or in pursaance uf some other bargain 


, 


a 


or agreement of the same infamous and corrupt 
nature, did admit and swear the said Richard 
Godfrey into the office of one of the Masters of 
the said Court of Chancery, upon the surren- 
der of the said sir Thomas Gery, in breach 
and violation of his oath as Lord Chancellur 
and of the great trust in him reposed, contrary 
to the duty of ls office, and the good and 
wholesome laws and statutes of this realm, 


7 Argricre II. 


“ That the office of one of the Masters of the 
said Court of Chancery becoming vacant, by 
the death of Samuel Browning, esq. one of the 
late Masters of thesaid Court, the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield, whilst he continued Lord 
Chancellor. of Great Britain, and before the 
admission of James Lightboun, esq. into the 
said otiice of one of the Masters of the Court 
of Chancery, did, by colour of his office of 
Lord Chancellor, illegally, corruptly, and ex- 
torsively, insist upon, take, and receive, of 
and from the said James Lightboun, the sum 
of 6,000/. or some other great sum of money, in 
consideration of and for the adinitting him into 
such office, and tothe intent that the said James 
Lightboun should have, exercise, and enjoy 
the same, which said ofice touches and con- 
cerns the administration and execution of jus- 
tice in the said Court: And the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield, being Lord Chancellor, in 


‘pursuance and execution of the said wicked 


and corrupt bargain, or in pursuance of some 
other bargain or agreement of the same infa- 
mous and corrupt nature, did admit and swear 
the said James Lightboun into the office of one 
of the Masters of the said Court of Chancery, 
in breach and violation of his oath as Lord 
Chancellor, and of the great trust in him re- 
posed, contrary to the duty of his office, aud 
against the good and wholesome laws aud 
statutes of this realm. 


Aaticre III, 


“That John Borret, esq. having contracted 
with John Meller, esq. one of the Masters of 
the Court of Chancery, for the purchase and 
surrender of his said office, at the price of | 
9,000 pounds, or some other greet sum of 
money; the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and before the admission of the said 
John Borret into the office of one of the Mas- 
ters of the Court of Chancery, did, by colour of 
his office of Lord Chancellor, illegally, cor- 
ruptly, and extorsively, insist upon, take, and 
receive, of and from the said John Borret, the 
sum of 1,575/. or some other sum of money, 
for the admitting him into such office of a 
Master of the said Court of Chancery, and to 
the intent that the said John Borret should 
have, exercise, and enjoy the same, which said 
office touches and concerns the administration 
and execution of justice in the said Court. And 
the said Thomas earl of Maeclesfield, being 
Lord Chancellor, in pursuance and execution of 
the said wicked and corrupt bargain, or ig 
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pursuance of some other bargain or agreement 
of the sa:ne infamous and corrupt nature, did 
admit and swear the said John Borret into the 
cflice of one of the Masters of the said Court of 
Chancery, upon the surrender of the said John 
Meller, in breach and violation of his oath as 
Lord Chancellor, and of the great trust in lim 
reposed, contrary to the duty of lus ofiice, and 
agninst the good and wholesome laws and sta- 
tutes of this realm. 


ARTICLE IV. 


“-That Edward Conway, esq. having con- 
tracted with John Orlebar, esq. one of the late 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, for the pur- 
chase and suirender of l:is suid office, at the 
price of 6,000/., or some other great sum of 
money ; the said Thomas earl of N.acclesfieid, 
whilst he contunucd Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and before the admission of the said 
Edward Conway into the office of one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, did by 
colour of his office of Lord Chancellor, illegally, 
corruptly, and extorsively, insist upon, take, 
and receive, of and from the said Edward Con- 
way, the sum of 1,500/., or some other suin of 
money, for the admitting him inty such oftice 
of a Master of the said Court of Chancery, and 
to the intent that the said Edward Conway 
should have, exercise, and enjoy the same, 
which said otfice touches and concerns the ad- 
ministration and execution of justice in the 
said Court: And the said Thomas earl of Mac- 
clesfeld, being Lord Chancellor in’ pursuance 
and execution of the said wicked and corrupt 
bargnin, or in puisuance of some other bargin 
or agreement of the same infamous and Corrupt 
nature, did adinit and swear the said Edward 
Conway into the office of one of the Masters of 
the said Court of Cuancery, upon the surrender 
of the said John Oclebar, in breach and vivla- 
tion of his oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the 
great trust in him reposed, contrary to the 
duty of his office, and against the good and 
wholcsome laws and statutes of this realm, 

, Anticte V. 

* That William Kynaston, esq. having con- 
tracted with William Rovers, esq. one of the 
Masters of the Conrt of Chancery, for the pur- 
chase and surrender of his said office, at the 
price of 6,000/., or some other great sum of 
money, the said Thoinas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, and before the admission of the said 
William Kynaston into the oflice of ane of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, did, by 
colour of his office of Lord Chancellor, ille- 
gally, corruptly, and exctorsively, insist upon, 
take, and receive, of and from the said William 
Kynaston, the sum of 1,5751., or some other 
sum of money, for the admitting him into such 
othce of a Master of the said Court of Chancery, 
and to the intent that the said William Kynas- 
ton should have, exercise, and enjoy the same, 
which said office touches and concerns the ad- 
Miniatration gud execution of justice in the 
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said Court: And the said Thomas earl of Mae~ 
clesfield being Lord Chancellor, in pursuance 
and execution of the said wicked and corrupt 
bargujn, or in pursuance of some other bargain 
or ugreement of the same infamous and corrupt 
nature, did admit and swear the said William 
Kynaston into the othce of one of the Masters 
of the said Court of Chancery, upon the sur- 
render of the said Wiliam Rogers, in breach 
and violation of his oath as Lord Chancellor, 
and of the great trust in him reposed, cootrary 
to the duty of his oifce, and agaiust the good 
and wholesome laws and statutes of this realm, 


Articre VI. 


“That Thomas Bennet, esq. having con- 
tracted with John Huccocks, esq. one of the 
Masters of the Court of Chancery, forthe pur- 
chase and surrender of lis said office, at the 
price of 7,500/. or sone other great sum of 
money, the said Thomas earl uf Macclesfield, 
whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, ‘and before the admission of the said 
Thomas Bennet into the vthce of one of the 
Masters of the said Coyrt of Chancery, did, by 
coluur of his office of Lord Chancellor, illegally, 
corruptly, and extorsively, insist upon, take, and 
recave, of and from the said Thomas Bennet, 
the sum of 1,575/., or some other sum of money, 
for the admittmy him into such ofhce ofa Master 
of the said Court of Chancery, and to the in- 
tencthat the said Thomas Beunet should have, 
exercise, and enjoy the same, which said office 
touches and concerns the adininistration and 
execution of justice in the said Court: And - 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfeld, being 
Lord Chancellor, in pursuance ard execution 
of the said wicked and corrupt bargain, or in 
pursuance of some ocher bargain or agreement 
of the same infamous and currupt nature, did 
admit and swear tbe said Thomas Bennet into 
the office of one of the Masters of the said 
Court of Chancery upon the surrender of the 
said John Hiccocks, in breach and violation of 
his oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the great 
trust in him reposed, contrary to the duty of 
his office, and against the good and wholesome 
laws and statutes of this realm, 


ArTicLe VII, 


‘¢ That the office of one of the Mastcrs of the 
said Court of Chancery becoming vacant by the 
death of William Fellows, esq. one of the late 
Masters of the said Court, the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield, whilst he continued Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and before the ad- 
mission of Francis Elde, esq. into the said 
office of one of the Masters of the Court of 
Chancery, did, by colour of his office of Lord 
Chancellor, illegully, corruptly, and extorsively, 
insist upon, take, and receive, of and from the 
said Francis Elde, the sum of 5,2502. or some 
other great sum of money, in consideration of 
and for the admitting him into such office of a 
Master of the said Court of Chancery, and to 
the intent that the said Francis Elde should 
have, exercise, and enjoy the same, which seid 


‘ 
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office touches and concerns the administration 
and execution of justice in the said Court: and 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, being 
Lord Chancellor, in pursuance ‘and execution 
of the said wicked and corrupt bargain, or-in 
pursuancé of some other bargain or agreement’ 
of the same infamous and corrupt nature, did 
admit and swear the said Francis Elde into the 
office of one of the Masters of the said Court 
of Chaneery, in breach and violation of his 
oath as Lord Chancellor, and of the great trust 
in him reposed, contrary to the duty of his 
fice, and against the ood and wholesome 
Jaws and statutes of this realm. 


ArticLe VIII. 


“ That the office of one of the Masters of the 
said Court of Chancery becoming abe by the 
death of John Borret, esq. one of the fate Mas- 
ters of the said Court, who died insolvent, 

. greatly indebted to the Suitors of the said 


Court, the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, | 


whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, without securing a just satisfaction to 
the said Soitors for their debts, and before the 
admission of Mark Thurston, esy. into the said 
office of one of the Masters of the Court of 
Chancery, did, by colour of his office of Lord 
Chancellor, illegally, corruptly, and extorsively, 
insist upon, take, aod receive, of and from the 
said Mark Thurston, the sum of 5,250/. or some 
other great sum of money, in consideration of 


and for che admitting him into such office of a. 


Master of the said Court of Chancery, and to 
the intent that the said Mark Thurston should 
have, exercise, and enjoy the saine, which said 
office touches and concerns the administration 
and execution of justice in the said Court: and 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, being 
Lord Chancellor, io pursuance and execation 
of the said wicked and corrupt bargain, or in 
pursuance of some other bargain or agreement 


of the same infamous and corrupt nature, did. 


admit and swear the said Mark Thurston into 
the office of one of the Masters of the said 
Court‘of Chancery, in breach and violation of 
his oath as Lord Chancellor, and of ‘the great 
trast in hit reposed, contrary to the duty of 
his office, and against the good and wholesome 
Jaws and statutes of this realm, | 


a“ 


ArticLEIX. , 


“That whereas Thomas Bennet, esq. in or 
aboot the month of August in the tenth year of 
his Majesty's reign, was possessed of an office 
in the Court of Chancery, called ‘ The othce 
of Clerk of she Custodies,” for the term of bis 

e, by virtue of his Majesty's Letters Patent« 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain, which 
ofice is an office of trust in the said Court, in 
the gift and dispusat.of the crown, by grant 
under the Great Seal, and concerns the writing 
aod making Commissions to inquirc of ideots 
and lunatics, and the process thereupon, and 
Letters Patents for the custody of the bodies of 
ideots and lunatics, and the keeping, enteriny, 

aud transcribing orders, reports, and accowpts, 


made and declared. touching ideots and luna- 
tics, and their estates in the said Court of Chan- 
cery; and the said Thomas Bennet having 
agreed with Hugh Hamersley, esq. to resign the 
said office, in order to ubtain his Majesty's 
royal grant of the said office to the said Hugh 
Hamersiey, the said Thomas earl of Maccles- 
field, being then Lord Chancellor of Great Bri- 
tain, did refuse to permit or accept of such res 
signation, unul the said Thomas Bennet had 
agreed to pay unto the said Thomas earl of 
‘Macclesfield, or unto bis use, 105/. or some 
other sum of money, as a consideration for the 
sane; and, by colour of his oftice of Lord 
Chancellor, did, illegally, corruptly, and ex- 
torsively insist upon, take, and receive, of and 
from the said Thomas Bennet, the saig 105/. or 
some other sum, for and in consideration of 
the permitting and accepting such surrender of 
the said office, in order to and for the obtaining 
and procuring a new grant of the sajd office to 
the said Hugh Hamersley ; and, in pursuance 
thereof, the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
then being Lord Chancellor, and one of the 
Lords Justices of this kingdom during his Ma- 
Jesty’s absence, did accept, or cause to be duly 
accepted, the resignation of the said Thomas 
Bennet of the said office; and, by his interest 
and recommendation, did obtain and procare 
his Majesty's royal warrant for preparing and 
passing his Majcsty’s grant of the said office, 
under the Great Seal, to the said Hugh Ha- 
mersley, for the term of his life; which grant 
afterwards, in or about the month of Septem- 
ber in the tenth year of his Majesty's reign, did 
accordingly pass the Great Seal, then in the 
custody of the said earl, for which all the usual 
and accustumed fees were paid, over and be-~ 
sides the said 105/. in great deceit of the 
crown, In breach and violation of his oath as 
Lord Chancellor, and of the several great trusts 
then in him reposed, contrary to the duty of © 
bis office, and against the good and wholesome 
laws and statutes of this realm. 


ARTICLE X. 


“That the said Thomas earl of Maccles- 
field, whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of 
Great Britain, did illegally and coriuy ty ore 
dain, name, and make, divers otter otiicers and 
ministers of his Majesty, for gift and brocage; 
and did hkewise tlegally aud cermuptly sell 7 
divers other offices, touching end concerning - 
the administration and execution of jusuce in’ 
the Court of Chancery, to sevesal persons, for 
divers great sums of money, which the said 
earl did receive from the said persons for their 
respective admissions into such offices, and be- 
fore they were admitted thereunto, and in order 
that the said persons should have, exercise, and 
enjoy the same, i+ great breach of the trust in 
bity reposed, and of bes oath as Lord Chancel 
lor, contrary to the duty of bis office, and 
against the laws and statutes of thisrealm, | 


. ArtTicve XI. 
© That the said Thomas earl of Macclese 
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field, whilst he continued in the Office of Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, in order to ad- 
vance and increase the illegal and corrupt pain 
arising to himself from the sale and dis,osal of 
the othces of Masters of the Court of Chancery, 
in violation of the great trust reposed in bim 
for the careand protection of the suitors of the 
said Court, whose money and effects were, by 
orders of the said Court, lodged in the hands of 
the Masters of the Court of Chancery, did ad- 
mit several persons to the said offices of Mas- 
ters of the said Court of Chancery, who, at the 
time of such their admissions, were uf small 
substance and ability, very unfit to be trusted 
with the great sums of money and other ef- 
fects of the suitors ofthe said Court, lodged in 
their hands by the orders of the said Court; 
and, did publiely, in open Court, when he sac 
there as Lord Chancelior, falsely represent the 
said persons, so by hin admitted to the oflices 
of Masters of the said Court of Chancery, as 
persons of great fortunes, and in every respect 
qualified for the trust reposed in them, to the 
manifest deceit and injury of the suitors of 
the said Court. 


ARTICLE XII. 


« That, whilstthe said Thomas earl of Mac- 
elesfield exeouted the said office of Lord Chan- 
cellor, an unjust and fraudulent method was 
practised in the Court of Chancery, npon the sale 
of the offices of Masters of the said Court, and 
upon the admissions of new Masters ; that the 
prices, or sums of money agreed to be paid for 
the purchase of the said offices, and for the ad- 
missions thereunto, were satisfied and paid out 
of the monies and effects of the suitors of the 
Court, deposited in the hands of the respective 
Masters surrendering their offices, or dying, 
either by way of retainer of the purchase- 
-moncy in the hands of the Master resigning, or 
of replacing the money disbursed for such pur- 
chase or admission by the succeeding Master, 
out of the money and elJects of the suitors 
coming into his hands; by which practice, the 
price, and value given upon the sale of the said 
ofices and admissions thereinto, during the 
time aforesaid, were greatly advanced ; and 
several persons of small ability and substance 
were encouraged to contract for the said 
oficesupon a prospect of the easy method of 
paying for the purchase of the same; by 
means whereof yreat deficiencies have in- 
curred in the offices of several Masters of the 
said Court, edmitted by the said Thomas earl 
of Macclesfield, whichthey have not been able 
to answer and make good: and although the 
said practice was notorious and public, and the 
said earl was well informed thereof, and fully 
acquainted therewith ; yet the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield, in order to increase his 
own unjust and corrupt profit in the selling the 
said offices and the admissions thereto (which, 
in consequence of this evil practice, wds raised 
and received by bim out of the etfects of the 
suitors for whom he was intrusted), did not, 
at any time whilst he continced in his office 
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of Lord Chancellor, use or take any mexsures 
to reform the suid abuse, or to prevent the 
same, eit!:er by causing proper schedules to 
be taken of the money and effects of the sui- 
tors delivered over and transferred, or by up- 
pointing any person in his behalf to inspect or 
supervise the transfers or deliverics thereof, 
orinany otber manner; but, on the contrary 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesheld, unjustly, 
corruptly, and contrary to the duty of his said 
office of Lord Chancellor (to whom the super- 
intendency ot the said Masters and of their ace 
conipts did appertain) did suffer the said frau- 
dulent practice to proceed und be exercised, 
without any controal or check, whereby great 
embezalements have becn made of the suitors’ 
money and etfects, to their great loss, in the 
offices of several of the Masters of the said 
Court, who have not been able to answer and 
pay their respective balances owing upon their 
accumpts, in breach of the trust reposed in 
bim for the preservation of the estates and 
effects of the suitors, to the dishonour and dis 
credit of the said Court, and to the yreat injury 
and defrauding of the suid suitors, ina Court of 
equity established for their relief and protec- 
tion. 


ARTICLE XIIL 


- That Fleetwood Dormer, esq. one of the 
Masters of the Courtof Chancery, haying em- 
bezzled great part of the money and effects be- 
longing to the suitors of the said Coart, with 
which he was intrusted by the said Court, and 
disposed of the same for his own private ad- 
vantage, by means whereof there became, and 
still continues, a great deficiency in that office, 
to the amount of 25,000/. or some other 
great sum; andthe said Fleetwood JJormer 
having absconded, and for some time absented 
himnselt, application was made to the said earl 
ot Macclestield, then Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, to secure the person of the said Fleet- 
wood Dormer, and to take proper methcds 
for compelling the said Fleetwood Dormer ro 
make satisfaction to the sniturs for the money 
and effects which he had so embezzled; yet 
the said earl, from an apprehension that a pub- 
lic discovery of the said deficiency might lessen 
the unjust gain he proposed to make to him- 
self by selling and disposing of the suid offices 
of Masters of the said Court, neglected and de- 
clined either to secure the person of the said 
Fleetwood Dormer and his estate and effects, 
or to make a proper inqniry into the said ae 
ciency; but, onthe contrary, the said earl, 
whilst he continued Lord ChanceMlor of Great 
Britain, did endeayour, by many indirect prac- 
tices, to conceal from the suitors of the Court 
the true state and condition ofthe said offices 
as well with respect to the effects of the aa 
Fleetwood Dormer, as to the debt due from bim 
to the suitorsof the Court; and wpon Laat 
made in the said Court of Chancery (after the 
said earl knew that the said Fleetwood ee 
had so absconded), on behalf of some 0 ee 
suitors of the Court, to have their eticcts Ui | 
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ferred frotn the said Fieetwood Dormer to some 
other Master, for the better securing thereof, 
the said earl of Macclesfield, in order to delude 
the suitors of the said Court into a belief that 
ther effects were safe, aud thereby to prevent 
a public inquiry, then sitting as Lord Chancel- 
lt, im open court, did say, * That the said 
partes need not be in haste ;” and did at the 
tame ume falsely and deceitfully declare, 
“ That the said Fleetwood Dormer was only 
to take the air 2 the country ; and that he 
would retura in alittle time, and ail would be 
well ;” of to that effect. 


Articre XIV. 


“That the said Fleetwood Dormer having, 
towards satisfaction of the suitors of the said 
Court, assigned to Henry Edwards esquire (who 
succeeded him in his ottice of Master of the 
sid Court of Chancery) a debt of tweuty-four 
thousand and forty-six pounds, four shillings, 
or some other great sum, due, from William 
Wison a banker, to the said Fleetwood Dor- 
mer, tothe intent that the money received on 
account thereof should be applied and disposed 
oi asthe said Court of Chancery should order 
and direct; the said Thomas earl of Macclese 
held, whilst he continued Lord Chancellor of 
Great Britain, for the unlawful purposes afore- 
tad, without regard to the interest of the said 
suutors, by colour of his office, did, in an un- 
Warrantable, clandestine, and unusual manner, 
authorize, direct, and establish, a precarious 
and triling composition with the said William 
Wilsou, upon the terms of the said William 
Wilson’s paying the sum of 1,463/. 2s. 1d. and 
Assigning ten thousand pounds, part of a debt 
of 22,0601. 12s. 5d. pretended to be due to the 
said William Wilson from Edward Poulter, or 
v that effect, in discharge of the said debt ; 
and to that end, upon the report of John Hic- 
cocks esquire, then one of tle Masters of the 
rr Court, without any attendance ordered or 
a thereupon, and without notice to the said 

“ors, did, by a private order, not made in 
"pea court, order the said Henry Edwards to 
accept of the said composition, in full discharge 
of the said debt ; which said Edward Poulter 
*45 &@ person insolvent, and has since abscond- 
7 for debt; and none or but a very small part 

the said 10,000/, has been, or is ever likely 
to be, received. 


ArrticLe XV, 


«“ ; 
ee the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
rhe continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
alo, to carry on his corrypt and unjust pure 
Agata to conceal the deficiency that was in 
. is . of the said Fleetwood Dormer, did, 
i hee: the month of February in the year 
ee 1720, order tite several Masters of 
SH at of Chancery tw bring in their ac- 
ee a cash, effects, and securities, in 
ike nds, belonging to the suitors of the 
a not with a design of examining their 
Ms, or securing the estate and etiects of 


suitors, but with an intent to terrify the 


said Masters, and thereby oblige them to con- 
tribute great sums of money towards answers 
ing the demands that should from time to time 
be made upon the said office ; for which pur= 
pose, he the said earl did at several times re- 
present, or cause to be represented, to’ the said 
Masters, “ That, af they refused so to do, the 
money and effects of the suitors would be taken 
out of their hands, and thesaid Masters deprive 
ed of making any profit of the same ;” by which 
practices, the said earl being then Lord Chan« 
cellor of Great Britain, by colour of his autboe 
rity, did persuade and induce nine of the Mas- 
ters of the said Court of Chancery to pay 500/, 
each for the purpose aforesaid, peverali of whons 
paid the same out of the money or effects of 
the suitors in their hands; but after such pay~ 
ments, the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield 
did not oblige the said Masters to deliver in 
as accounts in pursuance of such his said 
order. 


Articte XVI. . 


“© That Elizabeth Chitty, widow, having ob- 
tained an Order of the Court of Chancery, on 
or about the 27th of March in the 10th year 
of his present Majesty’s reign, made by the 
said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, then Lord 
Chancellor, whereby Henry Edwards esquire, 
one of the Masters of the said Court of Chane 
cery, who succeeded Fleetwood Dormer esquire 
in the said othce, was ordered to pay her the 
sum of 1,000/. part of the sum bf 10,000/. or 
other great suin of money, formerly paid into 
the hands of the said Fleetwood Dormer as a 
Master of the said Court, and by the said Order 
mentioned to be then in the hands of the said 
Henry Edwards ; and the said Henry Edwards 
complaining to the said earl, ‘ that the make 
ing orders upon him to pay money, which had 
been received by the said Fleetwood Dormer, 
was a very great bardship upon him the said 
Henry Edwards, in regard he had not any 
money, or effects in his hands to answer suc 
demands :” the said earl of Macclesfield, being 
then Lord Chancellor, in further prosecution of 
hig unjust and corrupt purposes, did, by colour 


. of his authority, endeavour to prevail with the 


Masters of the said Court of Chancery to raise 
the said sum of 1,000/. out of their effects, by 
representing to them, “ that a discovery of the 
deficiency in the said office night occasion a 
parhamentary or public inquiry into the nature 
and condition of their offices, and hazard the. 
forfeiture of the same, by reason of their hav- 
ing bought their ofiices, contrary to law, which, 
the said Earl then declared, would affect him, 
but themselves much more;” or to that effect: 
But the said Masters refusing to raise the satd 
sum of 1,0G0/. the said earl of Macclesfield did 
order his secretary, Peter Cottingham esqutre, 
tu pay the said 1,000/.; who, in pursuance of 
the said Earl's directions, in or about the month 
of July 1724, did pay the same to Ascan Chris- 
topher Lochman, for the use of the said Eliza 
beth Chitty; and the said earl of Macclesfield, 
upon application made to bim by the said Ascan 
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Christopher Lochman for payment of the said 
money, did acquaint bim, “ That he the said 
Earl had viven directions to his secretary for 
payatent of that sum ;” but, at the same time, 
declared to the said Ascan Christopher Loch- 
man, *“ That he the said Earl believed this 
would be the last payment she was like to re- 
ceive out of the said money paid into the 
hands of the said Fleetwood. Dormer ; for tie 
residue thereof was in great danyer of being 
lost, by reason of the deficiency in the effects 
of the said Fleetwood Dormer,” or to that ef- 
. fect. Norwicthstanding all which proceedings 
in this and the several other Articles mentioned, 
upon a motion made in the Court of Chancery, 
before the said Tiomas earl of Macclesfield, 
then Lord Chancellor, on or about the fifth day 
of December last, in a cause there depending, 
between Jane Harper plaintiff and Thomas 
Case and others defendants, relating to the 
sum of 260/. or some other sum, deposited in 
the hands of the said Fleetwood Dormer before 
- his absconding, aud which was then apprelend- 
ed in great danger of being lost, the said Thomas 
ear! of Macclesfield, then sitting in court as 
Lord Chancellor, did, publicly, falsely, and de- 
ceitfully, declare, ‘‘ That he had heard there 
was a deficiency in the office of the said Fleet- 
wood Dormer; but that he the said earl knew 
nothing of it, only as public news,” or to that 
effect; and thereupon did order, that the said 
Henry Edwards should examine in what man- 
mer the said 260/. were deposited with the 
said Fleetwood Dormer, and whether there 
was likely to be a loss of any money deposited 
with the-said Fleetwood Dormer. 


Ante XVII. 


. % That, notwithstanding the said earl of 
Macclesfield well knew that there was a very 
great deficiency and loss by the failure of the 
said Fleetwood Dormer, and that the said 
Henry Edwards, his successor, had not suffi- 
cient in his hands to pay the whole money 
due to the suitors of the Court, that had been 
received by the said Fleetwood Dormer on 
their account; yet the said earl of Maccles- 
field, being Lord Chancellor, in order to carry 
on his unjust designs of concealing the said 
deficiency, and to prevent any public inquiry 
that might arise from the just complaint of the 
suitors of the said Court, did, from time to 
time, in manifest and wilful violation of the 
trust reposed in him, make orders on the said 
Henry Edwards, for payment of the money 
belonging to several particular suitors,which had 
Leen lodged in the hands of the said Fleetwood 
Dormer; in obedience to which orders, several 
sums were paid, without regard to, or consi- 
deration of, the proportion which the rest of 
the suiturs were entitled to, out of the effects 
of the said Fleetwood Dormer; whereby many 
of the said suitors lost the benefit of their pro- 
pertionable share, to which in justice they 
were eatitled, | ; 
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Articie XVIII. 


“¢ That the said Thomas earl of Macclesfkeld, 
notwithstanding that he very well knew, and was 
informed, that the Masters of the said Court 
did, or that it was in their power, from time to 
time, and at their pleasure, to dispose of and 
employ the money and eifects belonging to the 
suitors of the said Court, which were entrusted 
with them respectively ; and more particularly, 
that the deficiency appearing in the office of 


Fleetwood Dormer, esq , one of the Masters of 


the Court of Chancery, was chiefly occasioned by 
his the said Fleetwood Dortner’s having taken 
upon himself unduly to dispose of and employ 
the money and effects belonging to the suitors 
of the said Court, which were entrusted in his 
hands; and notwithstanding that, soon after 
the said Fleetwood Dormer became insolvent, 
it was represented and proposed’ to the said 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, then Lord Chan- 
cellor of Great Britain, in order to prevent 
for the future any losses that might happen 
to the suitors of the said court, “‘ that the seve- 
ral effects and secuities belonging to the suitors 
should be placed out in such manner, as that 
the power of disposing, employing, or in any 
manner trading with the same, might be totally 
taken away from the said Masters; for the ef- 
fecting of which just design, a particular me- 
thod was laid before the said Earl; and it was 
also further proposed, “ thatthe said Masters 
should give some reasonable secority to answer 
the balance of such cash as should from tme 
to time, be-in their hands;” and, notwith- 
standing the said Earl was credibly informed, 
that the sufficiency of some other of the said 
Masters was very much suspected, yet the said 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, whilst he was 
Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, cootrary 
to the duty of his office, and thereby proposing 
to make unlawful gain to himself by the dispo- 
sal and sale of the offices of Masters of the 
said Court of Chancery, and in order to induce 
persons to give him, the said Earl, a greater 
price. or reward for their heing admitted to the 
same, did not require or demand any security 
whatsoever to be given by any of the said Mas- 
ters, upon their being admitted to their offices, or 
at any other time; and the said Earl, with the 
same Corrupt view and intention, and to keep 
up the price of the said offices, totally neglected 
to enquire into the accompts of tlie said Mas- 
ters, and did fraudulently, unjustly, and m 
breach of the trust reposed in him, permit and 


‘encourage the Masters of the said Court to 


employ and trafic with large suins of money 
belonging to the suitors of the said Court, and 
to make interest thereof, for their own unjust 
gain and profit; and the said Earl, after such 
proposal made to him as aforesaid, or at any 
other time during his continuance in the said 
office, did not take any care that the effects ot 
the said suiturs should be placed out in such 
manner as to prevent the Masters from tratiick- 
ing therewith, or- that the said Masters should 
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give such security as was proposed; by means 
whereof, great deficiencies, to the amount of 
many thousand pounds, have been, through 
gech default of the said Earl, occasioned in the 
offices ef several other of the Masters, to the 
great loss and injury of the suitors of the said 


ARTICLE XIX. 


That whereas his most sacred Majesty, 
ect of his fatherly goodness to his people, did, 


in or about the month of November last, direct 


an inquiry to be made into the accounts of the 
Masters of the said Court of Chancery, to the 
intent that proper methods might be taken for 
the security of the suitors of the said Court; 
the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, bei 
then Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, and 
one of his Majesty’s most honourable privy 
council, in order to obstruct the same, and to 
prerent a parliamentary inquiry into the state 
asd condition of the offices of the said Masters, 
in breach of the several great trusts reposed in 
bim, did give advice and encouragement to the 
aid Masters, to assist: and supply each other 
with aad effects; and did represent to 
the said Masters, “‘ That it would be for their 
honour and service, to appear able and suffi- 
cient; and that, if they made a bold stand 
Bow, it might prevent a parliamentary en- 
quiry;” or to that effect; and did persuade 
several of them to make false representations 
of their cireumstances to his Majesty, by add- 
ing a subscription to their respective accounts, 
delivered tu the said Earl, to be laid before his 
Majesty, to the effect following ; (videlicet,) 
“ That they were able to answer the money 
and securities in their hands, and were willing 
to pay the same to such persons as were entitled 
thereunto ;” although the sakj Earl knew, or had 
good reason to believe, that several of the Mas- 
ters were not then able to answer the balance 
of their accompts, nor are they yet able to 
satisfy or make good the same; and when the 
said Masters were afterwards required to pro- 
dace the cash and effects of the suitors in their 
hands, some of the said Masters according to 
such advice and encouragement given by the 
said Earl, did supply others of them with cash 
end effects, to make a false show and appear- 
ance of their ability and readiness to anewer 
the balance of their aceompts. ; 


ARTICLE XX. 


“That the said Thomas Earl of Maccles- 
field, whilst he continued in the office of Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, in breach of the 
trust reposed in him, and contrary to the duty 
of his ottice, did, at several times, horrow and 
feceive, of some of the Masters of the said 
Court, several great sums of the money belong- 
Ingto the suitors of the said Cour, deposited 
mthe hands of such Masters, and did make 
use thereof for his own private service and 
advantage, so long as-be had occasiun for the 
same 


Vos, VILE. 


T 


ARTICLE XXI. 


“¢ That the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
whilst be continued Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, did, in an illegal and arbitrary man- 
ner, extend the power and authority of Lord 
Chancellor and of the Court of Chancery, be- 
pend ee: Jawful and just bounds; and did ar- 

itrarily and illegally assume to himself, ag 
Lerd Chancellor, and by colour of his office, an 
unjust and aolimited power of dispensing with, 
suspending, and controlling, the statutes of this 
realm, made for the security and preservation 
of the estates and properties of the subjects of 
this kingdom, to the great oppression of the 
suitors of the said Court, in subversion of the 
laws and statutes of this realm, in manifest 
breach and violation of the rights and liberties 
of his Majesty’s good subjects, and of his own 
moet solemn oath as Lord Chencellor of Great 
Britain; and more especially, when Francis 
Tyssen, esq. deceased, being seised and pos- 
sessed Pg real estate of the value of :3,0008. . 
annum, or some other great anoual value, 
did, by his last will and testament in writing — 
duly executed, in og about the month of Octo- 
ber, 1717, give and devise all bis said real es- 
tate to the child his wife was at that time en- 
seint with (if sach child should be a son), for | 
his life, without impeachment of waste, with 
remainders to the first and other sons of the 
said infant in tale male; and did likewise, b 
such will, expressly nominate and appoint his 
the said testator’s wife, Rachael Tyssen, to be 
the guardian of all bis children during their re- 
spective minorities, if she should so long con- 
tinue a widow; and the said Francis Tyssen 
soon after died, leaving one daughter and the 
said Rachel his widow with ehild; after whose 
decease, the said Rachel was delivered of such 
child, being a son, afterwards named Francis" 
Johu Tyssen ; in whose right, by virtue of the 
said will, and of the statute made in the 12th 
ear of the reign of king Charles the second, 
intituled, ‘ An act for the taking away the 
© court of wards and liveries, and tenures in 
‘ capite and by knights’ service, and purvey- 
¢ ance, and for settling a revenue upon his Ma- 
‘ jesty in lieu thereof,’ the baid Rachel Tyssen 
did lawfully take into her care and custody her 
said infant son, and the estate so devised to 
him, or was willing and endeavoured so to do, 
and to undertake the management of his said 
lands and tenements for his Lest advantage, 
and demeaned herself therein without any mis- 
behaviour: Yet the said Thomas earl of Mac- 
clesfield, being then Lord Chancellor of Great 
Britain, under colour of bis office and autho- 
rity, did, by several orders made by him in the 
months of Jannary and February in the filth 
year of his Majesty’s reign, or in one of them, 
illegally and arbitrarily, and in direct contra- 
vention of the statute made in that behalf, re- 
move and exclude the said Rachel Tyssen, the 
guardian of the said infant, and also John Ni- 
cholas, esq. (a person of good substance and 
ae nominated by the said Rachel Tyssca 
ark 
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to be receiver of the rents and profits of the 
said infant’s estate, and approved by Robert 
Holford, esq. one of the Masters of the said 
Court, for that purpose, and who had given 
sufficrent security for the due execution of his 
said trast) from the management and receiver- 
ship of the said infant’s estate ; and did, by such 
orders, unduly and injuriously nominate and ap- 
pot Robert Doyley, esq. a creature and con- 
fidant of his own, and a person altogether unfit 
and unqualified for so great a trust, to be re- 
ceiver of the rents and profits of the said in- 
fant’s estate, and to have a salary for the sate, 
with a power to let such part of the said estate 
as was or should become nntenanted, with the 
approbation of the said Robert Holford; al- 
though the said Rachel Tyssen did expressly 
object unto and oppose such appointment of 
the said Robert Doyley, and did insist to have 
the benefit and exercise of her right in that re- 
spect, as the guardian appointed and entrusted 
by her late husband; and the said Robert 
Doyley, after he was so admitted into the said 
receivership, did for several years receive the 
rents and profits of the said infant's estate, to 
the amount of about: 10,000/. or other great 
sum, and io his life-time did embezzle and con- 
vert to his own use great part thereof; and in 
or about the month of November, 1722, died 
insolvent, and indebted to the said infant and 
his estate in the sum of 2,600/. or other great 
sum, upon the balance of his accompt, no part 
whereof has hitherto been satisfied or paid: 
4ind the said Thomas earl of Macclesfield, in 
further abuse of his power, and in contempt of 
the laws and statutes of this realm, when, upon 
debate of the matter in the said Court of Chan- 
¢ery before the said earl, being then Lord 
Chancellor, in the month of January or Fe- 
bruary in the fifth year of his Majesty's reign, 
or in one of them, it was insisted upon, in be- 
half of the said Rachel Tyssen, by her counsel 
of great ability and experience in the said 
Court, * That such the proceedings of the said 
* earl as Lord Chancellor, were « reviving the 
* power of the Court of Wards, and were not 
* supported or warranted by any precedent in 
* the Court of Chancery ;’ he the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield, then sitting in the Court 
as Lord Chancellor, did’ not only persist in 
such his sppointment of the said Robert Doy- 


ley, but did also arbitrarily, and in defiance of | 


the said good and beneficial statute, say and 
declare, in open Court, © That then he would 
‘ make a precedent in that instance ;’ or he 
the said earl declared and expressed himself to 
that effect; which actings, proceedings, and 
declarations of the said earl, have been and 
were not only very injurious and prejudicial to 
the right and interest of the said Rachel Tyssen 
. @8 guardian, and to the great damage and Ines 
of the infant Francis John Tyssen, and a noto- 
rious violation ef property; but were also a 
dangerous exercise of illegal and arbitrary 
power, to the destruction of the laws and con- 
stitution of this realm, in manifest breach of his 
oath as Lord Chancellor, and in great abuse of 
bs authority, . 


‘And the said knights, citizens, and bure 
gesses, by protestation, saving to themselves 
the liberty of exhibiting, at any time hereafter, 
any further Articles,-or other Accusation or 
Impeachment, against the said Thomas ear! of 
Macclesfield, and also of replying ta bis Ane 
swers which he shall make unto the said Arti- 
cles, or any of them, and of offering proof to 
all and every the aforesaid Articles, and to all 
and every other Articles, Impeachment, or Ac- 
cusation, which shall be exhibited by them, as | 
the case shall according to the course of pare 
liament require, do pray, that the said Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield may be put to answer the 
said Crimes and Misdemeanors; and that such 
proceedings, examinations, trials, and j 
ments, may be thereupon had and given, as 
agreeable to law and justice.” | 


Which being ended ; 

The earl of Macclesfield desired a copy 
thereof might be delivered to him; and said, 
He would put in his Answer as soon as he 
could. And then his lordship desired, That 
Mr. Reeves, Mr. Lingard, Mr. Robyns, and 
Mr. Strange, might be assigned bim for bis 
counsel.—Ordered accordingly. _ 4 

Tne Eart or Maccresririty's ANSWER 
TO THE ArTICcLes OF ImpeacuMesT.| April 8. 
The Earl of Macclesfield presented to the 
House of Lords his Answer to the Articles of 
Impeachment exhibited against him by the 
House of Commons: Which was read, as 
tollows : 


“ The ANSWER of THOMAS Earl of MAC- 
CLESFIELD, to the Articles exhibited by 
the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, in 
Parliament assembled, in the Name of 
themselves and of all the Commons of 
Great Britain, in Maintenance of their 
Impeachment against him for high Crimes 
and Misdemeanors supposed to have beeo 
by hima committed, 


“ The said Earl, saving to himself all advan- 
tage of exception to the said Articles, and of 
not being prejudiced by any words or want of 
form in this his Answer; and also saving ¢o 
himself all benefit and advantage of the act for 
the King’s most gracious, general, and free 
pardon, herein aiter mentioned, and all rights 
and privileges belonging to him as one of the 
peers of this realm; for Answer to the said 
articles, saith, That, he having for several 
years executed the office of chief justicc in the 
court of King’s-bench, his Majesty, of a 
royal grace and favour, was pleased, the ten i 
day of March 1715, to advance the suid on 
to the dignity of a peer of this realm, an 
ereated him baron of Macclesfield ; and, 18 
regard to his circumstances at that nme, toes 
further pleased, for the better support of t se 
honour, to grant to the said earl the Jeanne 
1,2001. per annum, in the Articles menor , 
payable at the receipt of the Exchequer 5 
his Majesty was then likewise pleased to 
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clare his royal intentions of giving to the said , 
earl's only son, George Parker, for his life, an : 


chequer, during the joint lives of his Majesty 
and the said George Parker, determinable upon 


oftice of considerable profit, when a proper! bis Majesty’s granting to him the said George 


opportunity should offer: That, in the begin- 
ning of May in the year 1718, he the said earl 
was, by his Majesty’s great gface and favour 
appointed Lord Chancellor of Great Britain ; 
and was sworn before his Majesty, in council, 
the 14th day of that month; when the follow- 
ing oath, being the usual oath of Lord 
Chancellor, was administered to him; (viz. ) 
‘© You saall swear, that you shall weil and 
truly serve our sovereign lord the King and 
his people, in the office of Chancellor of Great 
Britain ; and you sball do right to all man- 
wer Of people, poor and rich, after the laws 
and usages of this realm ; and truly you shall 
- counsel the King, and his counsel you shall 
jain and keep; and you shall net know nor 
suffer the hurt or disheriting of the King, or 
thet the rights of the crown he decreased by 
any means, as far forth as you may lett; and 
if you. may not lett it, you shall make :t clearly 
and expressly known to the King, with your 
true advice and counsel; and that you shall 
do and purchase the King’s profit in all that 
you may: All which you shall do to the best 
of your skill and knowledge, as God shall help 
«.” 
« And the san Earl at the same time took the 
oaths of alfegiance and supremacy, but no oath 
of ofice besides that above set forth; and the 
said earl doth admit that, during his continu- 
ance in the said ofhee of Lord Chancellor, he 
did enjoy the osual salary, fees, and profits, 
belonging to such office; which, he says, are 
ef much less annual value than they are ge- 
nerally (as he believes) esteemed to be ; and 
that bis Majesty was pleased to grant him the 
salary or allowance of 4000/. per ann. in the 
Articles mentioned, during such time as he 
showld continue to be Lord Chancellor: but 
the same is so far from being particular in the 
case of the said ear) (as the said Articles would 
insinuate), that it is no other than what hath 
been for many years past constantly granted 
to, and enjoyed by his predecessors in the said 
ef@ice. And the said earl doth likewise admit, 
that his Majesty did, of his royal grace and 
bounty, sign a warrant for payment of the sum 
of 14,0001. mentioned in the said Articles, to the 
said earl, out of the receipt of the Exchequer ; 
whereof 2,000/. was the constant usual allow- 
ance from the crown to the Lord Chancellor, 
or Lord Keeper, for and towards the expenoes 
im entering upon the said office, and the re- 
sidue of the said 14,000/. over and above the 
usaal fees and deductions upon payment thereof, 
was bis Majesty’s royal munificence to the said 
earl; and the same was received by him ac- 
cordingly. And the said earl doth likewise, 
with the greatest gratitude, own, that about 
the same time, hee said son being then of a 
proper age, and’ desirous te go. abroad to 
travel, bis Majesty was pleased a grant to the 
said George Parker the yearly pension of 
41,2004; paywhle out of the receipt of the Ex- 


Parker, in pussession or reversion, the office 
of one of the Tellers of the Exchequer for life, 
and his coming into the actual possession 
thereof; and which, the said earl likewise 
admits, has been since granted to his said 
son: and that he came into the actual posses- 
sion thereof, in or about July 1719, we hercty 
the said yearly pension is determined. And 
the said earl saith, That, during his continue 
ance in the said office of Lord Chancellor, or 
at any other time, he never once had a design, 
or view, or wish, to raise to himself any exore 
bitant gain or profit; much less used, or ever 
thooght of using, any unjust or oppressive 
methods to extort or obtain any sum whatsoe 
ever, as in the said Articles is suggested ; but 
such views and practices are inconsistent with 
the whole tenor of his life and actions; and in 
case it shall be thought proper for the said 
earl to lay before your lordships an accompt of 
his estate and fortune, and of the considerable 
sums of money he has distributed for the relief 
and support of others, it will appear that he is 
not such a designing, avaricious, and oppres- 
sive man, as in the said Articles he is represent- 
ed. And the saidearl humbly hopes that he 
shall be allowed, in this his Answer, to distin- 
guish between acts themselves, and the infer- 
ences drawn from them by the said Articles ; 
and that whenever he admits any fact, he may 
not be understood to admit that such fact was 
by him done or committed upon such motives, 
and with such designs, or in such manner, as 
is suggested in the said Articles; and with this 
reservation, he answereth as followeth: By 
way of general Answer to such of the said Ar 
ticles as relate to the making any present by 
persons admitted to the office of Masters in 
Chancery; the said ear! doth say, That the 
same has been long used and practised in the 
time of his predecessors in the snid office ; and 
that such presents have been reckoned amonget 
the ancient and known perquisites of the Great 
Seal, and the making afd accepting thereof 
has been notorious to all the world, and never 
before looked upon to be criminal, or come 
plained of as such. And the said earl humbly 
hopes, that the giving or receiving of a present 
on such occasions is not criminal in itself, of 
by the common law of this realm; and that 


there is not any act of parliament whatsoever, . 


by which the same is made criminal, or subject 
to any punishment or judgment; which can be 
prayed in this prosecution. And the said earl 
thinks himself obliged humbly te hay this before 
your lordships, not only in his own defence, 
butin vindication of the honour of so many 
great and excellent men who have been his 
predecessors in the said office, and have all 
along done the same for which the said earl is 
now complained of; and of others, having 
been lords chief justices of the King’s-bench 
and Common Pleas, Masters of the Rolls, and 
other judges who have likewise received pree 
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gents in money upon the.admission of the se- 
veral and respective officers under them in se- 
veral courts uf justice; and who, the said earl 
is assured, never apprehended themselves to be 
guilty of any crime against any the good and 
wholesome laws or statutes of this realm. - 

“6 To the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, 
Sixth, and Seventh Articles; tie said earl fur- 
ther saith, That, long before the 24th of July 
1721, he did admit and swear Richard God- 
frey, James Lightboun, John Borret, aud Ed- 
ward Conway, esquires, into the offices of Mas- 
ters of the Court of Chancery : and every oue 
of them did, freély and voluntarily, and of their 
own accord, as former Masters had done to the 
predecessors of the said earl, send to the said 
earl a present upon occasion of their respective 
admittances, which the said earl accepted : 
And that, after the said 24th day of July 1721, 
"he did admit and swear Willmm Kyoaston, 
Thomas Bennet, and Francis Elde, into the 
oftices of Masters of the Court of Chancery ; 
and saith, that every of the said persons last 
named did, freely and voluntarily, and of their 
own accord, in like manner, senda present to 
the said earl, upon occasion of their respective 
admittances: Bnt saith, That, it being pre- 
tended by the said Kynaston and Bennet, that 
hey were hy such presents disabled from an- 
. wering so much of the money due from them 
to the suitors of the court, he the said earl did, 
afterwards and before the impeachment, de- 
liver the present so sent him by the said Wil- 
liam Kynaston, being 1575/, and elso the pre- 
gent so sent him by the said Thomas Bennet, 
being the like sum of 1575l into the Court ot 
Chancery, in open court, to be applied for the 
benefit of the suitors, as the Court should di- 
rect; and that the said earl retained of the 
present so sent him by the said Francis Elde, 
no more than the sum of 18501. 


“ VIII. To the Eighth Articles the said 
Earl further saith, That, in July last, the office 
of one of the Masters of the said Court became 
vacant by the death ot John Borrct esquire, 
who died intestate, but whether solvent or not 
he cannot say ; but, upon notice of his death, 
the said earl did at first desire Richard Godfrey 
esquire, one of the Masters of the said court, 
who had been very well acquainted with the 
said Mr. Borret and his affairs, and afterwards 
the said Mr. Godfrey and John Bennet esquire, 
another of the Masters of the said court, to in- 
guire into his effects, and to take what care 
they could about the same; who, after some 
inquiry, informed the said earl, ‘“ that they be- 
lieved there would be no deficiency ;” and se- 
cured a considerable part of the effects of 


the said Mr. Borret; and entered a‘ proper | 


caveat in the prerogative court, to pfevent ad- 
ministration being granted to any persons who 
might embezzle the said Borret’s estate; and 
afterwards, at the request of the said earl, pro- 
weeded so far as to obtain a sentence in the 
said prerogative court, for administration to be 


‘granted, for the benefit of the suitors of the 


court, tothem the suid Mr. Bennet and Mr. 
Godfrey; which was afterwards, upon their 
waiving thereof, granted to Mr. Paxton, as the 
said earl believes: But the said Earl thought it 
proper and necessary to admit anotber Master 
in his place, to carry on the business of the 
court, and to be entitled to demand the ef 
fects of the suitors from the representative of 
the said Mr. Borret when one should be ap- 
pointed ; and therefore, about the 5th day of 
August last, did admit and swear Mark Thurs- 
ton esquire into the said office, vacant by the 
death of the said Borret; and the said Earl 
admits the said Mark Thurston did, upon that 
occasion, freely and voluntarily, and of his own 
accord, send a present ; whereof 2,000/., and - 
no more, were retained. ; 


é¢ 1X. In Answerto the Ninth Article; the 
said Earl saith, That he believes Thomas Ben- 
net, esq., in this Article named, was 
of the office of Clerk of the Custodies, in the 
Article described, and that such office is in the 
gift and disposal of the crown, by grant andes 
the great seul; but cenies that he did, at any 
time, insist upon the sum of 1C5/., or any 
other sum of money, to permit or accept of the 
resignation of the said Thomas Bennet, or did 
refuse to permit or accept thereof until the said 
Thomas Bennet had agreed to pay the same, 
orany othersum on that account: Bat saith, 
That although the said office be usually granted 
by the crown, yet it has always been looked 
upon to be the right of the Lord Chancellors, 
or Lord Keepers, to recommend to that und 
other offices underthe Great Seal, and to a 
prove and allgw of the deputies to execute the 
same ; and, upon such recommendations aud 
approving of deputies, have accepted presents, 
and looked upon the same as their right. And 
further saith, That there have been two of such 
offices granted in hig time, one of which ap- 
are to him to be a case whierein the party 

ad suffered great hardship, the said Earl pass- 
ed the same witbout any present whatsoever, 
though the office be of considerable value; the 
other was the case of Mr. Hamersley, in the 
Articles mentioned, in which the said Earl owns 
he did accept a present. 


« X. In Answer to the Tenth Article; the 
said Earl saith, The same is conceived in such 
general terms, that it is not to be expected he 
should give any particular answer thereto: 
However, he saith, That, during the whole time 
of his being Lord Chancellor, he never once 
took any money, present, or gratuity whatso- 
ever, fer or upon account of the naming, mak- 
ing, or admitting any officer whatsoever, 
other than before particylarly named, except 
in the Cursitor’s office, where he owns he has 
done as was done by all his predecessors be- 
fore him. 


“ XT. In Answer to the Eleventh Article ; 
the said Earl saith, ane the vig sae 
taining any particular charge, he appre 
himself not obliged to give any particular ao- 
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ewer thereto; but however, in general, does 
say, That he never did admit any person into 
the office of a Master of the Court of Chancery 
but who was either known to be of substance 
and ability, and fit to be trusted in such office, 
or, upon a proper inquiry, very well recom- 
mended to him as such; and whenever there 
bave been several candidates, the said Earl has 
constantly given the preference to him that he 
thought would best discharge the office, and 
most for the honour of the Court, and the ad- 
vantage of the suitors; and believes that he 
may, upon some oceasions, have declared, 
« That he thought the then body of Masters 
as good, with respect both to their estates aod 
ability for discharge of the office, and their in- 
tegrity, as had been at any time before ;” or to 
that effect; and what he did say to that pur- 
pose, he thought to be really true. 


“ XII. To the Twelfth Article ; the said 
Earl saith, That if there was any such practice 
as is mentioned in the Article, of paying for the 
places of the Masters out of the money and 
effects belonging to the suitors of the Court, he 
was sotally ignorant of it ; but admits, that be 
did not, nor did any of his predecessors that 
ever he heard or believes, give any particular 
directions fur schedules to be made of the money 
and effects of the suitors of the Court, to be de- 
livered over to the succeeding Masters ; but 
believes, that, in virtue of the general order of 
transfer, made of course upon every admit- 
tance, such schedules were made between the 
new Masters and their predecessors, or the re- 
presentatives of their predecessors ; and if the 
ill consequences in the Articles alledged had 
followed from such practice, or the not ordering 
such schedule, which he coes not admit, he io- 
sists that the same could not render bim 
criminal, ; ‘ 

“XIII. In answer to the 18th Article; the said 
Earl saith, “ That after Christmas in the year 


1720, he was informed, “ That the said Fleet- | 


wood Dormer had withdrawn himselfto Holland, 
where he then was ;” and thereupon the said Ear! 
ured all the properest methods he could, for 
securing his effects ; and particularly directed 
Mr. Hiccocks aud Mr. Rogers, the then two 
senior Masters of the Cuart, to make an in- 
quiry into his affairs and accompts, aod to con- 
sider what would be most proper to be done : 
And the said Earl believes, that the said two 
Masters, in pursuance of the directions from 
the said Earl, did search the chambers of the 
said Fleetwood Dormer, in Lincoln’s Inn, to 
see what books, accompts, or effects, could 
there be met with ; but found no account what- 
soever, Dor any effects of value; and did put a 
stop to the transferring of the stock, in 
the name of the said Fleetwood Dormer, in 
any of the public companies: And the said 


Fleetwood Dormer’s person being thos out of 


reach, and his accompts and effects wholly un- 
kaown, except the stock, which could not be 
disposed of without his concurrence ; a pro- 
posal was some time after made to the said 


Earl, ‘“‘ That the said Fleetwood Dormer might 
have a premise of his liberty from the said 
Earl and opon that condition he would come 
over, and assign all his effects, and assist ‘in 
getting them in, and settling and adjusting his 


-accompts:” And the said Earl, seeing no other 


way open to get any thing for the suitors ; and 
being made to believe that, if any deficiency 


sbould happen, the same would be mare up by 


the other Masters; did agree, that in case the 
said Fleetwood Dormer would come over, and 
make a full discovery of all his effects, and as- 
sign the same for the benefit of the suitors, he 
the said Ear! would allow him his liberty on 
that condition, and not otherwise ; and the said 
Earl'was soon after informed, That the said 
Fleetwood Dormer submitted to those terms 

and would very soon come over, and discover 
and deliver up his effects: and the said Earl did 
not doubt but the whole debt upon the said Fleet- 
wood Dormer would be paid. And the said Earl 
saith, That hedoes not remember that any 
any application was ever made to him, by the 
said Masters of the said Court, for any assist- 
ance of the Court, touching the person or ef- 
fects of the said Fleetwond Dormer, but what 
he granted, so far as he thought it tended to 
the benefit of the suitors; and believes that no 
application was ever made to him by the suitors, 
orany of them, or any other, to secure the 
person of the said Fleetwood Dormer, or for 
compelling him to make satisfaction to the 
suitors.. And the said Earl saith, That he 
never endeavoured to conceal the true state 
and condition of the said office from the syitors 
of the court; nor did any of them apply, till 
very lately, to the said Earl to look into the 
same, And further saith, That he remembers 
nothing of his ever using any such expression 
as is charged in the said Article at any time 
before or after he knew that the said Fleete 
wood Dormer absconded. 


© XIV. To the Fourteenth Article ; the Earl 
saith, That Henry Edwards, esq. ia this Article 
mentioned, succeeded tn the office of Mr. 
Dormer, about the 18th day of May 1721; 
but, by reason of the diserder the said office 
was then under, and the great danger of a 
loss therein, the earl had given up and quitted 
all the advantage which might accrue to him 
upon the disposal thereof, and left it entirely 
to the other Masiers to raise what money they 
cuuld thereby: which was agreed to be all ap- 
ae towards making good any deficiency, or 
oss, which might happen to the suitors of the 
Court concerned in ‘that office; and thereupon 
the sum of 5,000/. was raised, by the disposal 
of the said office to Mr. Edwards, and was ap- 
plied accordingly: And the said earl believes 
the debt from Wiliiam Wilson, in this Article 
mentioned, was assigned by the said Mr. Dor- 


mer to the said Mr. Edwards in trust, and to 


the intent that he should pay, apply, and dis- 
pore of the said debt, or such part thereof as 
should from time to time be by him got in and 


received of and from the said William Wilson, 


- 
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in sueb manner as the Court should order aud 
direct, or to that effect; after which said as- 
signment so made, the earl believes that the 
said Mr. Edwards used great endeavours to 
obtain payment and satisfaction of the said 
debt from Mr. Wilson; but, finding all his 
endeavours fruitless, and that the said Wilson 
had long before stopped payment, and was in 
no condition of paying his creditors the whole 
of their debts, but that he was willing and had 
offered to come to a composition, and to pay 
them in proportion the utmost he was able; 
the said Mr. Edwards thereupon, about the 
SOth day of June in the year of our Lord 
1722, preferred his petition to the said earl, as 
Lord Chancellor setting forth in substance 
the state of the case, as before mentioned; 
and praying, ‘ That it might be referred to 
one of the Masters of the Court, to see if such 
composition, so proposed by the said William 
Wilson, were for the benefit of the persons en- 
titled to receive the same;” and the same was 
accordingly, by order of the said earl, referred 
to Mr. Hiccocks, the then senior Master of the 
Court, to inquire into, and make his Report 
therein, and about the 26th day of July then 
next following, the said Mr. Hiccocks made 
his report, “ ‘hat the said William Wilson 
had, under bis hand, in ‘writing, proposed to 
assiva over to the said Mr. Edwards as a com- 
position for, and in full discharge of, the sum 
of 24,0461. 4s., therein mentioned to be due 
and owing from him to the said Mr. Edwards 
as assignee of the said Mr. Dormer, the sum 
of 10,000/., part of a large sum due to the said 
William Wilson from Edward Poulter of 
Hackney, gentleman, in this Article mentioned ; 
and to pay the said Mr. Edwards in specie the 
sum of 1,463/. 2s. 1d., over and above the sum 
of 560/, then already paid to the said Mr, 
Dormer, in part of the said composition; and 
that, upon consideration had of the circum- 
stances of the said William Wilson, and the 
said several matters, he was of opinion, that 
the accepting the said composition would be 
for the benefit of the person or persons enti- 
tled to receive the same.” Upon which said 
report, the said Mr. Edwards, about the 3d of 
August then next, preferred another petition 
to the said earl, with the said report annexed; 
and thereby expressly prayed the said earl to 
order him said Mr. Edwards to accept of 
the said composition: Whereupon the said 
earl, in a proper and usual manner, ordered 
the same as prayed. And the said earl saith, 
That he was informed, and believes, that the 
said composition was made and agreed to, 
upon a Consultation of all or most of the Mas- 
ters of the said Court, who the said earl did 
believe, would use their best endeavours to get 
as much as they could; and the said earl saith, 
he hath heard, and believes it to be true, that, 
besides the 1,463/. 28. 1d., then paid down, 
there hath been since got in by Mr, Edwards, on 
account of the said debt from Edward Poulter, 
the sum of 1,000/, or thereabouts; and that, at 
the time of the said assignment, the said debt, 


‘ 
8 


claimed by Wilson from Poulter, was a just 
debt, and judgment at law bas been since ob- 
tained for 18,000é. part thereof; and the said 
Poulter was looked upon to be a substantial 
person, though, to avoid payment of the said | 
Wilson’s debt, which arose on account of their 
dealings in South Sea Stock and subscriptions 
in the year 1720, the said Poulter not only 
brought his bill in Chancery, but, after the 
same was dismissed, and that he was taken in 
execution at Wilson's suit at common law, he 
found means to make his escape out of the 
custody of the marshal of the court of King’s 
Beuch, and to get over to France or Holland, 
where he still continues, as the earl is In- 
formed; but he is likewise informed, that, 
alter the said escape, a commission of bank- 
ruptcy was taken out against him by the said 

Wilson, upon which some effects were reco- 

vered; and likewise an action at Jaw brought. 

and a verdict and judgment for 18,000/. and 

upwards, obtained by the said William Wilson 

against the marshal, on account of the said 

escape; and saith, he hath likewise been in- 

formed, that the said Edward Poulter, and the 

marshal have each of them offered consider- 

able sums of money, by way of composition for 

the said debt; but the said Wilson, frum a 

ersuasion of the abilities of the said Edward 

Poulter to pay the whole, did at first: refuse 

any composition with the said Poulter, and 
since hath been afraid to make any composi- 

tion either with Poulter or the marshal: and 

what may be the consequence thereof with 

regard to the suitors of the Court, or what fur- 

ther sums of money may be recovered upon 

account of the said debt towards making them 

satisfaction, the earl saith, he cannot with any 

certainty take upon him to answer. 


“XV. To the Fifteenth Article; the Earl 
saith, That, about the month of February 10 
the year of oor Lord 1720, he gave orders to 
his secretary, to write to the several Masters 
of the Court of Chancery, to bring in their ac- 
compts of the cash, effects, and securities, 10 
their hands, belonging to the suitors of the 
Court; and believes he didso; but denies that 
the same was done with any unjust purpose, or 
with any thought to terrify the said Masters to 
make any contribution towards satisfying the 
demands upon the said office of Fleetwood 
Dormer: but believes, what they did contri- 
bute they paid freely and voluntarily, and out 
of their own money; and therein, as the said 
ear] believes, did no more than follow a prece- 
dent of the like nature, on the failure of Dr. Edis- 
bury, formerly a Master of the said Court. And 
the said earl saith, that bis real and whole 1n- 
tention, in calling for the said accompts, was 
to inform himself, in the best manner he was 
able, of the state and condition of the several 
offices, and thereby to be the better able to 
make proper regulations concerning the same: 
And therefore, though the said Article seems 
to insinuate as if the calling for the said ac 
compts was dropped as soon as the Master 


~ 4 e 
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were prevailed ou to contribute: the said earl 
saith, That afterwards and without any regard 
thereto, he stall continued to call for the said 
Masters’ accompts: and, not finding them 
brought in as he expected, he did, about the 
beginning of November following, cause ano- 
ther letter to be sent to them, requiring them 
to bring in their accompts; and, by both the 
letters sent to them on that occasion, he di- 
rected the particular method in which he would 
have their accompts made up; but the saidearl, 
being afterwards convinced how difficult and 
tedious a work it would be, and what obstruc- 
tion it would give to the business of the Court, 
and that at last it could not be depended upon 
with any certainty, was forced to lay aside that 
design, and to content himself’ with going on 
in the same road which his predecessors had 
done; and humbly begs leave to observe, 
that what has been lately done with respect tu 
the accompts of the said Masters, plainly shews 
the insuperable ditiiculties of such an under- 
taking. : : 


“XVI. To the Sixteenth Article; the Earl 
saith, ‘That he believes that on or about the 
17th of March, 1723, such erder was made, as 
in the said Article is mentioned, for Henry Ed- 
wards, esq. to pay Elizabeth Chitty 1,000/. 
part of the muney formerly brought before Mr. 
Dormer; but does not remember that the said 
Henry Edwards made any complaint thereof 
to the said Earl; but believes Mr. Edwards, 
not having then safiicient effects of Mr. Dor- 
mer’s in bis hands, refused nayment thereof; 
and that in Jaly following, Mr. Lochman, in 
the Articles named, applied himself to the said 
Earl several times and in a very earnest man- 
ner, to help the said Mrs. Chitty to the said 
1,000/.; alledging, “ That he the said Mr. 
Lochman was to marry her; and that he had 
made acompnsition with his creditors, apon 


which 1,000/. was to be paid in avery short’ 


time, which he then mentioned ;\ and that he 
the said Mr. Lochman was to have the said 
1,000/. for that purpose; and that if he had 
it not by the time, the composition would be 
void, and he should be utterly ruined ;” and 
at length the said earl, beinz greatly moved by 
the pressing importunities of the said Mr. Loch- 
man, and by compassion for the very great 
distress in which he then appeared to be, did 
promise to supply him with the said 1,000/. 
out of his own pocket; and accordingly di- 
rected Mr. Cottingham, then his secretary, to 
pay it, taking from the said Mrs. Chitty an as- 
signment of the benefit of the said order; and 
believes the same wes done accordingly; and 
that opoo Nr. Lochman’s pressing for a further 
sum for the said Mrs. Chitty, for her own use, 
the said Earimight tell him, “ That the said 
2,000/. was all that he must expect from the 
suid Earl ;” and the said Earl does not believe 
that he had any discourse with the said Mas- 
ters, to persuade them to pay the said 1,000. 
to Mr. men, 

«* And as to the last branch of the said Arti- 


cle; the said Earl saith, That the fact was, 
that one Jackman having, in the cause in the 
Article mentioned, been confirmed the best 
purchaser of part of the estate of T. Harper, at 
the price of 2602. so long ago as the 19th of 
December, 1717; and it being at the same 
time ordered, “ That the writings belonging to 
such estate should be delivered to his counsef, 


and that the tenants should attourn to him, on — 


his bringing his purchase-money before Mr. 
Dormer, then one of the Masters;” and the 
said money having been brought before the 


said Master the 24th day of December, 1717, 
‘and the tenants having attourned to Jackman ; 
‘but the conveyances not being then executed, 
though long before approved; a motion was — 


made in the Court of Chancery, before the 
said Earl, on the fifth day of December last, 
‘‘ That all parties might execute the convey- 
ances, and the 2602. be paid to the plaintiff, 
towards satisfaction of a demand she had out 
of the estate of the said Harper;” and those 
that were to have the residuum of the said T, 
Harper’s estate insisted, ‘“‘ That they were al- 
ways ready to join in the conveyances, if the 
purchase-money were applied to discharge the 
rest of the estate; that they were apprehensive 
of a deficiency of Mr. Dormer’s estate; and 
therefore neither they nor the plaintiff ought to 
be sufferers by such deficiency, the delay hay- 
ing heen occasioned by the purchaser, and not 
by the plaintiff; and therefore scrupled exe- 
cuting the deeds, unless upon payment’ of the 
money to the plaintiff, and discharging the rest 
of the estate therefrom :” And this being the 
first time that any question relating to Mr. 
Dormer’s deficiency had been laid before the 
Court by any of the suitors, the said Earl took 
notice of its being so; and believes he might 
express himself to this effect, ‘© That he had 
indeed heard of the said Dormer's deficiency ; 
but that it had never yet come judictally be- 
fore him, upon complaint of any of the suitors 
of the Court ;” and further declared, “That 


if there should be any deficiency in bis office, 


several circumstances had concurred thereto, 


as Wilson’s the banker's stopping payment, 


greatly indebted to him; Poulter’s going away 
in Wilson’s debt 18,0002, and upwards, after a 
verdict and judgment at law, and. Poulter in 
actual execution for it; and that, as he had 
heard, Wilson had then lately brought an ac- 
tion of escape against the marshal, and reco- 
vered a verdict against him for the Jike sum; 
and how all'these matters would at last come 
out, the said Earl said, he did not know ;” or 
he expressed himself to that effect, and no 
other ; and thereupon ordered, “ That it should 
be referred to Mr. Edwards, to examine whe- 


ther the said 260/. was deposiced with Mr. ~ 


Dormer for the benefit of any particular per- 
son, and whom and what was the occasion of 
the delay, that the said conveyances were not 
eae A and the said 260/. purchase-money 
paid out, before the year 1720; and whether 
there was likely to be a loss of any money de 
posited with the said Mr. Dormer; and that 
3 
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upon the Master’s report, such further order 
should be made, as should be just.” And the 
said Earl bopes the said order was very proper 
and necessary ; and takes the liberty of repre- 
senting to your lordships, that this was after 
the accompts of the Masters had been laid by 
the said Earl before the Lords of the Council, 
and had been for some time under the cunsi- 
deration of the judges and others, appointed by 
his Majesty to inspect the same. | 


“XVII. To the Seventeenth Article; the 
Earl saith, “That he never endeavoured to 
conceal the deficiency occasioned by Mr. 
-Dormer’s failure; but, asthe said earl was 
under a full persuasion that the same would all 
in due time be made good ;_ and as Mr. Dor- 
mer’s effects were coming in by degrees, and no 
application was made to him, by any of the 
persons concerned, to put a stop to or any res- 
traint upon the payments; he did not think it 
incumbent upon him, ex officio, to make a 
declaration of an average: And the said Earl 
saith, That he does not know that any order 
was made by him, for Mr. Edwards to pay any 
money that had been lodged with Mr. Dormer, 
except the order aforementioned in the case of 
Chitty; .but believes several orders have been 
made by the Court for that purpose ; and that 
the said Mr, Edwards, under a firm persuasion 
that the whole deficiency would be made good, 
paid out the whole sums so ordered, so far as 
the money then in his hands would extend.» 


“ XVIII. To the Eighteenth Article, the 
gaid Earl saith, He never knew how the Mas- 
ters kept or disposed of the money and effects 
belonging to the suitors of the Court ; and as 
he believes that after Dr, Edisbury’s failure, the 
then Lord Chancellor, so he knows that after 
Mr. Dormer’s misfortune the said earl, thought 
_ of several methods to prevent any inoonve- 
nience upon the like accident for the future ; 
’ but they had both the same misfortune, not to 
bring any of them to such perfection, as to 
venture to put them in practice. : 

“« That several proposals were made to him 


by the persons he consulted upon that occasion, 


but none that he believes, it will be held cri- 
minal not to have then established. Some 
things were proposed that he thought imprac- 
ticable, some insufficient, some inconsistent 
with that complete regulation be hoped to 
make. The objects he proposed to himself 
were, to provide for whatever deficiency might 
happen in the office late of Mr. Dormer, to 
sccure the suitors from any future loss, and to 
make several regulations relating to the offices 
of the Masters; and he thought these would 
be best done together; nor had he perfected 
the scheme of any one of them to his own sa- 
tisfaction ; he remembers no proposal, that he 
thought would take it totally out of the power 
of the Masters to dispose of the securities or 
effects, or effectually secure the cash. The 
snid Earl admits, that he did not dewand any 
security to be given by any of the said Masters 
at the time of their admitiance, because it had 


not been done by his predecessors, who were 
much wisermen than himself; nor was he so 
much as asked, by any of the parties interested, 
so todo: Asto what the said Earl did with 
relation to the accompts of the said Masters, 
he hath already set forth ; and saith, That he 
gave no permission nor encouragement to the 
‘masters of the court, to employ or trathe 
with the suitors money for their own gain or 
profit. He owns that with respect to the se- 
Curities in the bands of the Masters, be made 
no general order; and thinks it the less ma- 
terial, because, notwithstanding what is aliedg- 
ed in the close of this A:ticle, he believes all 
the present Masters did, in December last, pro- 
duce all the securities in their hands, and the 
Court of Chancery hath since secured the same 
for the benefit of the suitors. 


“XIX. To the Nineteenth Article; the 
said Earl saith, That, upon great consideration 
of Mr. Dormer’s deficiency, and of the danger * 
there might be of further inconveniences with 
relation tothe money and eff-cts in the hands 
of the Masters, and of several disputes and 
differences that bad arisen inthe Court of 
Chancery, and of some applications of the said 
Masters for establishiug them in their just 
rigbts, and of some practices of the Masters 
which the said Earl thought ought to be re- 
formed; he was convmced, that the same was 
a work of too great a consequence for him 
singly to attempt ; and, being highly sensible 
of his most sacred Majesty’s paternal goodness 
to his people, did presume humbly to beseech 
his Majesty, as the fountain uf justice, to de- 
pute some of his most honourable privy coun- 
cil, to take the matters aforesaid into conside- 
ration, in order to the establishing such regula- 
tions, as might tend to the honour of that 
high Court, and to the advantage of his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects being suitors there; which re- 
quest his Majesty, out of his wonted goodness, 
was pleased to receive very graciously, and 
named several lords, and otber honourable 
persons of his privy council, to be a Committee 
to take the same into consideration ; and, pur- 
suant to his Majesty’s command, the said Com- 
mittee met, and began with the accompts of 
the said Masters; wherein the said Eari begs 
leave to appeal to such of your lordships who 
attended in that Committee, whether he did 
not contribute to the utmost of his power, to 
have every thing done which the said Com- 
mittee thought expedient ; And the said Earl 
saith, That he made all such orders as were by 
them judged requisite ; and so pressed the exe- 
cution thereof, that not only the accompts of 
all the Masters then in being were brought i 
but all the securities in all their hands; an 
the cash of most of them were actually lodged 
in the Bank of England; and therefore the 
said Earl is greatly surprised to find himself 
charged with obstructing the taking those ae- 
compts which he had thus desired might be 
taken, and contributed to the taking of them 
with all his power; And the said Earl saith, 
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That -he never thought of preventing a par- 
Yiamentary inquiry, any otherwise than by 
making it unnecessary, and procuring to the 
suitors a full redress of ull their grievances, 
and rectifying whatever he found amiss; and 
that he looked upon to be his duty; and begs 
leave tu say it here once for all, in answer to 
all the several insinuations of that kind con- 
tained in the Articles. - 

“ And the soid Earl further saith, That, 
while the said Accompts were taking, every 
one of the said Masters declared over and 
over, “* That they had effects sufficient to an- 
swer their whole accompts;” and the said Ear! 
firmly believed the same to be true; and as all 
of them that he saw (which he believes were 
all, or at least all bur Mr. Kynaston) had told 
the said Earl, “ That they were able to answer 
their accompts;” and when they brought their 
accompts to the said Earl, for bint to lay be- 
fore the said. Contmittee, Mr. Holford had 
wrote under his accompt some declaration to 
that effect; and some others of them, as he 
remembers, had made use of some other ex- 
pressions, which he thought not so proper, and 
some, as he believes, had wrote nothing (but 
he cannot distinguish the persons): And the 
said Earl thinking that, when the said accompts 
came to be laid before the Committee of coun- 
cil by him, it would be proper that the same 
thing should be declared to the Committee, 
which had been said to him singly; he ad- 
vised ther all to write the same words uuder 
their accompts; and did tell them, in great 
sincerity and friendship, ‘‘ That, at atime when 
#0 many men’s mouths were open against them 
as insolvent, it would be for their honour and 
soterest to make it appear that thev were able 
and sufficient, as he then believed them to be ;” 
bot never thought of a contrivance to have 
them deceitfully appear or seem what they 
really were not; and he says, they did then 
withdraw to make the subscription, or at least 
eo many of them whose accompts were then 
ready, and soon after delivered them to the 
said Earl, whocarried them with him to the 
Committee of council, whither he was then 
going, without looking upon them ; but, upon 
reading them at the council, it was observed, 
that they had not all used the same words, 
having varied considerably; but what any of 
the subscriptions were, he cannot take upon 
him to set forth. 

“ And the said Earl further saith, That a 
subsequent order being made by the said Earl, 
for the said Mastersto produce their securi- 
ties and their cash, before the persons ap- 
pointed to inspect their accompts, they made 
great.complaint, that so many hundred thou- 
sand pounds should be required at so short a 
warning; sod some of them, saying, “ that 
though they had effects sufficient, and could 
raise the whole if they had a little time,” de- 
sired the said Earl to allow them further time 
for that purpose: But the said Earl saith, That 
he required them to bestir themselves, and raise 
any telling them, “ that, since they 

Von, VI | 


o 


PARL. HIST. 11 Guonce I. 1725.—to the Articles of Impeachment. 


[150 


had effects to give security, they might find 
friends to furnish the money ;” and believes he 
did say, “ That some of their own brethren 
might perhaps be able to let them have money, 
till they could raise 1t another way.” 

“‘ But if any of them did supply others with 
cash or effects to produce, only to make a false 
shew and appearance of their ability and rea- 
diness to answer the balance of their accompts, 
the said Earl knows nothing of it, and is sure 
they had not the least encouragement from him 
so to do. 


! 

“ XX. To the Twentieth Article; the said 
Farl saith, That it never entered into his 
thoughts to make use of, nor did he ever make 
use of, any of the money belonging tothe sui- 
tors of the court, tor bis own private advan- 


tage; but believes that, in December 1720, - 


having occasion for the sum of 1,500l. and 
asking his secretary Mr. Cuttingham, “ Whe- 
ther he could lend him the same?” he said, 
‘ He could not, but would procure it for him;? 
and accordingly borrowed the same from Mr, 
Godfrey, one of the Masters of the said Court; 
and the said Earl gave his own note for pay- 
ment thereof to the said Mr. Godfrey ; andin 
February following re-paid 1000/. part of the 
said principal sum; but in thesame month of 
February 1720, upon a fresh occasion, . bor- 


rowed again part of the said 1000/. so paid | 


back, and a note or notes were given for the 
payment thereof; and some time after, the 
said Earl ordered the whole money borrowed 
of thesaid Mr. Godfrey to be paid, with all 
the interest due for the same; and the said 
Godfrey received the principal, but would not 
be prevailed upon to take the interest, or any 
part thereof: And the said Earl saith, That all 
the said moncy was repaid within the compass 
of a year after it was borrowed; and the said 
Earl deelares, That he never received or bor- 
rowed any sum orsutmsof money whatsoever 
of any of the Masters of the said Court, except 
as above set forth. . 


“ XXI. To the One and Twentieth Article ; 
the said Earl saith, That, upon the strictest 
review of his own behaviour during the time he 
had the honour of serving his most sacred Ma- 
jesty in the office of Lord Chancellor, he is not 
conscious to himself that he ever did, in any 
illegal or arbitrary manner, extend his power, 
or the power of the Court, beyond their Jawful 
and just bounds; or that he did arbitrarily or 
illegally assume to himself, as Lord Chancellor, 
or by colour of his office, any unjust and un- 
limited power of dispensing with, suspending, 
or controuling, the laws or statutes of this 
realm; orthat he any ways oppressed the 
suitors of the Court, or was guilty of any breach 
or violation of the riglits or liberties of the 
subject, or of his own oath as Lord Chancellor : 
And with regard to the particular complaint 
against him in this Article; the said Earl saith, 
That Rachael Tyssen, in the Article named, as 
the Earl is informed, caused a bill to be exhi- 
bited in the Court of Chancery, in the name of 
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‘her son and daughter, in the said Article like- 
wise mentioned, by their prochein Amie, 
against herself, and the said John Tyssen and 
Others, to have tlie trusts in the will of her late 
husband duly performed; and the same was 
brought to hearing, at the Rolls, the seventh 
day of July 1718; and, by the decree then 
made, it was, amongst other things, ordered, 
upon the prayer (as the said Earl hath heard 
and believes) of the counsel employed by the 
said Rachael Tyssen, ‘ That a receiver should 
be appointed, of the rents and profits of the 
geal estate, who was to havea salary allowed 
him, and power to let and set the said estate, 
as there should be occasion, with the approba- 
tion of the Master to whom the cause was re- 
ferred :’ And the said Earl saith, That, in execu- 
tion of that part of the decree which directed a 
receiver to be appointed, the Master having 
certified, * Thathe had appointed John Nicho- 
Jas esquire to be the receiver of the rents and 
profits of the said estate ;’ the said John Tys- 
sen, thinking himself aggrieved thereby, did, in 
the usual course of proceedings ia the said 
court, cause exceptions to be filed against the 
same; and, upon the arguing thereof before 
the said Earl by counsel of both sides, aflida- 
vits were read, to shew ‘ That the said John 
Nicholas was an improper person; that the 
6aid cestator had declared in his life-time, that 
‘the said John Nicholas, by name, should not 
have any thing to do with the management of 
his estate; and that a considerable part thereof 
consisted in old houses and water-works,’? And 
the said Parl, upon a full hearing of both 
parties, was of opinion, that the said Jolin Ni- 
Cholas ought not to be appointed the receiver ; 
and, upon the proposal of the said John ‘I'yssen, 
then in court, ordered Robert Doyley esquire 
to be receiver, he piving security to be ap- 
proved of by the said Masters which order was 
made, as he believes, on the hitcenth of Janu- 
ary in the year 1718, and atirmed upon the 
re-arguing the same exceptions on the 6th of 
March 1716; since which time, the parties in- 
terested have never thougit fit to complain 
thereof to your lordshtps by appeal, in order to 
have it reversed, as mistaken or unjust, though 


now the making thereof is complained of as a / 


crime. And the said Earl is not ashamed to 
own, that he was very well acquainted with the 
said Robert Doyley for some years before the 
said order, and believed bim to be a person of 
great honour and integrity,: application and 
exactness ; and believes there are several per- 
eons of distinction, to whom he had the honour 
to be known, who had the same opinion of 


him; but the said Earl did not appoint’ him | 


receiver because of his own respect for him, 
but because he was named by the said John 
Tyssen, who 3:as uncle of the sa‘d infant, and 
executor of* his father’s will, m trust for him, 
and by the same will appointed “his guardian, 
in case of his mother’s death or marriage, and 
_ to whom the said testator had devised the said 
estate in casé of the death-of the said infant 
mittout issue male, and whose interest it there- 


4 


fore was to take care of the infant’s intergst in 
that particular; and the said John Tyssen and 
sir Cesar Child (whose daughter the said Jobn 
Tyssen had married) had such confidence in 
him the said Robert Doyley, that, upon the 
18th day of March 1718, they entered into a 
recognizance, together with him, in the penalty 
of 7,000/. for the said Robert -Doyley’s duly 
accounting for and paying the money he should 
receive out of the said infant’s estate: And 
the said Earl saith, That no complaint was 
‘ever made to the said Earl against the said 
Robert Duyley to the time of his death; but 
he owns that he hath heard, that, upon the 
Masters stating the accounts since Christmas 
last, there does appear due from the said 
Robert Doyley about 2,500/. or 2,600/.; but 
believes there is not any fear or doubt but that 
the same is very well secured by the said recog- 
nizance. | 

_ & And the said Earl saith, That he does not 
remember the particular expressions used by 
the counsel, or himself, upon arguing or re-ar- 
guing the said exceptions; but he cannot be- 
heve that any counsel of great ability and expe- 
rience in the said Court would have thought 
what the said Earl did extraordinary, much 
less would have used such an expression to the 
said Earlas in the Articles, which is eu indecent 
censure of his proceedings; and here being a. 
decree in this case, approved of by all parties, 
‘That a receiver should be appointed to re- 
ceive the rents and profits of the infant’s estate,’ 
the said Earl is at a loss to understand bow the 
fixing on the person to be the receiver, upon 
good security to account for and pay the same 
for the infant’s use, i reviving the Court of 
Wards, whose business it was to take the rents 
and profits of the iofant’s estate for the King’s 
use, without accounting for any of them to the 
infant, but barely providigg a maintenance for 
him, at the discretion perhaps of some grantee 
of the custody. 

“Thus the said Earl has Isid bis case before 
your lordships; and doth further, for Answer 
to all the said Articles, say, That he is not 
guilty of all or any of the matters contained in 
the said Articles, or any of them, in manner 
and form as they are therein charged against 
him: And the said Earl doth further insist 
upon the benefit of his Majesty’s most gracious 
and general free pardon, granted to all bis sub- 
jects (not therein excepted,) in and by an act 
of parliament for that purpose made, in the 
7th year of his Majesty's reign, in bar of, and 
in his defence against, his said Impeachment, 
and the said Articles exhibited 1 mantenance 
thereof, and all and every the proceedings 
thereupon, so far as the same extend to any 


‘neglect, offence, or misdemeanor, or suppused 


neglect, offence, or misdemeanour, or any other 
act, matter, or thing, suffered, done, or com- 
mitted, or omitted, by lim the said Earl, betore 
the 24th day of July in the year 1721; and 
doth humbly insist, that no evidence ought to 
be given against him, for or concerning any of 


the matters or things aforesaid, in and by the 


, 
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said act pardoned, or any of them; and doth 


aver, that he is not within any of the excep-- 


tions in the said act contained. 
MaccLEsFIELD.” 


The lord Delawarr reported from the Lords 
Commfnittees appointed to inspect the Journals 
of this House, io relation to the proceedings on 
Impeachmeots for High Crimes and Misde- 
meanours: * That the Committee have inspect- 

_ed the Journals of this House, as to the said 
asia Spe and ‘find, that the method has 

n, on delivering in of an Answer to Arti- 
cles of Impeachinent, to order a Cupy thereof 


to be prepared ; and, after the same hath been’ 
carefully examined by the Clerk, it be sent by 


Message to the House of Commons; and that, 
upon the Replication of that House to such 
Answer, the Lords have always appointed the 
ame and place of Trial.’ 

Which Report being read by the clerk: It is 
ordered, That a copy of the said Answer be 
prepared; and when the same hath been care- 
fully examined by the Clerk, it be sent by 
Message to the House of Commons. 


The King’s Message pane to the Civil 
List Debts.| Apnhl8. Mr. R. Walpole ac- 
quainted tie House, That he hada Message to 
this House from his Majesty, and he delivered 
the same to Mr. Speaker, who read the same 
to the House, as follows, viz. 


“ George R. 

' & The necessities of his Majesty’s govern- 
ment having rendered it impracticable for his 
Majesty to make any considerable retrench- 
ments in the expences of his Civil List; and 
having engaged his Majesty in some extraordi- 
Nary ex:ences, which, he 1s persuaded, his 
loyal Commons wil! helieve have been em- 
ployed, vot only for the honour and dignity of 
the crown, but for the interest and prosperity 
of bis people; his Majesty hopes, from the 
known zeal and affection of this Parliament to 
his person and government, that he may be 
enabled to make use of the Funds, lately set- 
tled for the payment of the Civil List Annui- 
ties, and for replacing the same to his Majesty, 
in the most advantageous manner, and upon 
the credit thereof to raise a sum of money suf- 
ficient to redeem those Annuities, and to dis- 
charge the present debts contracted in his civil 
government.” . 

Hereupon it was resolved to take his Ma- 
jesty’s must gracious Message into considera- 
tion the next day, in a Committee of the whole 
Howse; and, in the mean time, Mr. Scrope, hy 
bis Majesty’s command, presented to the House, 
An Account of the Debts upon the Civil List, 
at Michaelmas 1724, and also, An Account of 
the Payments intu the Exchequer upon the de- 
ductions of Sixpence in the Pound, for the year 
ending at Lady-day, 1725. And the said Ac- 
counts being read, were severally ordered to be 
referred to the consideration of the said Com- 
auttee. 


remedies to it. 
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Debate on the Civil List Debts.] After the 
reading of these Papers, 

Mr. Pulteney took notice, That it was not 
long since (viz. July, 1721), a Fund was given 
to discharge the debts of the Civil List; and 
therefure it was matter of surprize, that so 
many new ones had been contracted in so 
short a tune; that if things were carried on at 
this rate, there would be no end of it; that it 
was incumbent upon thein to enquire into the 
causes of this growing evil; and therefore 
moved, “ That an Address be presented to his 
Majesty, that he would yraciously be pleased to 
five directions, that the proper officer or officers 
of the Exchequer, Excise, Customs, and Post- 
Office, do lay before the House an Account of 
all Monies which have been issued and paid out 
of the said Offices to any person or person? on 
Account, for the Privy Purse, Secret Service, 
Pensions, Bounties; or avy sum or suins of 
money td any person or persons whatsoever 
without account, from March 25th, 1721, to 
March25th, 1725.” And being backed hy se- 
veral members, the said Address was vuted ac 
cordingly. . 

April 9. A motion being made for the 
Speaker to leave the chair, that the House 
might go into a Grand Committee, to consider 
of his Majesty’s Message about the Debts of 
the Civil List, 

Mr. Pulteney represented, That the House 
having ordered an Address to be presented to 
bis Majesty, for several papers relating to the 
Civil List and other expences, they ought, in 
his opinion, to put off the consideration of his 
Majesty’s Message, till those Papers were laid 
befure the House ; it being natural to enquire 
into the causes of a disease, before one applies 
Mr. Yonge, Mr. H. Pelham, 
and Mr. R. Walpole, having opposed it, Mr. 
Pulteney said, “ He wondered how so great a, 
debt (viz. 508,3671. 19s. 4d.) could be con- 
tracted in three years time, but was not sur- 
prized some persons were so eager to have those _ 
deficiencies made good, since they and their 
friends had so great a share in it. And de- 
sired to know whether this was all that was 
due, or whether they were to expect another 
reckoning ?” i 

To this no direct answer was given; but in 
general, it was said, “ That there was, indeed, 
a heavy Debt on the Civil List, and a great 
many Pensions; but that most of these had 
been granted in king William’s and queen 
Anne's reigns, some by king Charles the Se- 
cond, .and very few by his preseat Majesty. 
That since the Civil List was first settled fur 
his Majesty, an expence of about 90,000/. per 
annum had happened, which could not then be 
foreseen, and therefore was left unprovided for : 
That upon examination of the Account given in 
of the Civil List Debts, it would appear, that 
most of those expences were either for the ne- 
cessary support of the dignity of the crown and 
government, or for the public good: That there 
was, indeed, a pension of 5,000/. of another 
nature, viz. upon account of the Cofferer’s 
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Place, but which could not well be avoided ; 
for buth the lord Godolphin, who was in that 
office, and his father, had so well deserved of 
the government, that they could not hand- 
somely remove hin without a gratuity; aud 
therefore they gave his lordship a pension of 
§,000/. to make room for the worthy gentle- 
man, (meaning Mr. W. Pulteney) who now en- 
joys that post.” 

Then the Commons, in a Grand Committee, 
took his Majesty’s Message into consideration, 
and a motion was made, $ That for the redeem- 
mg the Annuities of 25,000/. per annum, 
charged on the Civil List Revenues, by an act 
of parhament of the 7th year of his Majesty, 
and for discnarying the Debts and Arrears due 
fron his Majesty to his servants, tradesmen, 
and others, his Majesty be enabled to raise any 
sum, not exceeding one million, by Exchequer 
Bills, Loans, or otherwise, on the credit of the 
deductions of sixpence per pound, directed by 
the said Act of the 7th year of his Majesty's 
reign, and of the said Civil List Revenues, at an 
interest or rate not exceeding 3/. per cent. per 
annum, till repayment of the principal.” 

This motion occasioned a farther debate; 
but the question being put, it was resolved in 
the athrmative, by 239 votes against 119. This 
Resolution being the next day reported, was 
agreed to by the Eluuse, and a Bill was ordered 
to be brought in thereupon. 


* Bill for regulating Elections in London.} 
April 18. A Bill § For regulating Elections 
within the City of London, and for preserving 
the Peace, good order and gavernment of the 
said City,’ being read the third time, it was oro- 
posed to ask the Opinion of the Judges, Whe- 
ther this Bill does repeal any of the prescrip- 
vions, privileges, customs, or liberties of the 
city of London, restored to them, or preserved 
by the Act passed in the 2nd year of king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary, for reversing the judg- 
ment io @ Quo Warranto ogainst the city of 
London, and sor restoring the said city to its 
ancient Right, wud Privileces; which being ob- 
Jectcd to, and devate had thereupon, the cres- 
tion was put, Whether the Judges shall deliver 
their Opinions upon the suid proposed ques- 
tion; it was resolved in the negative, by &3 
agaust 2 i. 


Protest rcluting thereto.] 
“ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because it being enacted and declared 
by the act mentisned in the question, that the 
mayor, coammoualty and citizens of London, 
shail for ever hereafter remain, continue, and 
be, and be prescribed to be, a body-cerpurate, 
tn re, facto, et nunine, by the name of mayor, 
and commonalty and citizens of the city of 
London, and shall (as by lnw they ought) peace- 
ably enjoy all and every their rights, gi'ts, char- 
ters, grants, liveries, privileges, tranchises, cus- 
toms, usages, Constitunons, prescriptions, im- 
munities, marke:s, duties, tolls, lands, tene- 
nents, estates and hereditaments whatsvever, 
which they had (or had a tight, tit!'e or interest 


in or to) atthe time of giving the ‘said judge 
ment; and we being apprehensive, that the al- 
terations made by this Bill in the constitution 
of the common-council, and other ancient 
rights, franchises and prescriptions of the city, 
mav utterly abolish the ancient legal tide of 
the city to their rights, franchises, prescriptions 
and constitutions iu the particulars contained 
in the said Dill; and may, in consequence 
thereof, work a total change of the whole an- 
cient constitution of the corporation of the 
said city, or greatly confound or prejudice the 
same, which has stood for so many ages upon 
the foundation of its ancient utle, rights, and 
prescriptions, confirmed by many grants made 
by his Majesty’s royal progenitors, and by 
many acts of parliament; all which were re- 
stored so svon after the happy and ylorious Re- 
volution, and which have been peaceably en- 
Joyed to the present time: We are of opinion, 
that the solution of the said question, by the 
Judges, must have tended greatly to the neces- 
sary information of the House, and to their 
better judgment, upon a Bul of so great im- 
portance, as well as to the satistaction and 
quiet of the citizens of London, why, so far as 
we can collect from the petitions against the 
Bill, are greatly alarmed at the consequence 
thereof; and we are of opinion, that it was the 
niore necessary and the more consistent with 
the wisdom of this Ilouse, to be informed of 
the law by the judges, upon the question pro- 
posed, because we do not find in this Bill en 
saving or confirmation of any of the ancient 
titles, rights, prescriptions, privileges or fran- 
chises of the said city, restored to them by the 
foriner Jaw. 

2. “We think the guestion ought to have 
been proposed to the judges, the rather be- 
cause the opinions of several counsel were ade 
mitted to be read at the bar of the Committee 
of the whole Hlouse in favour of the said Bill. 

(Signed) Bathurst, Lechmere, Coven- 
trv, Wharton, St. John de Bletsoe, 
Bristol, Binciey, Strafford, Abingdon, 
Bruce, Feley, Gower, Litchfield, Mont- 
joy, Avundell, Fran, Cestriens’.” 

Prolest avainst passing the said Bill.}] Then 
afier farther debate, the question was put, 
whether tuis Bul, with the Amendinents should 
pass? It was resolved in the affirmative, by 79 
igalnst 27, 

“ Dissenticnt’ 

t. “ Because we apprehend, thatthe penalty 
of 2004. upon the oificer presiding at wardmote- 
elections, as well us at elections even for :nein- 
bers of parliament, is so small, that at may be 
construed into an indemnijication, and be 
looked upon rather as an encouragement than 
a restraint, by a wealthy, parval and arbitrary 
oficer; atleast, we are of opinion, that such 
a1 one will aot be sufhciently deterred by it 
from returning such: candidates as he likes, ra- 
ther than such as the city chooses; and if ever 
that melancholy case should happen, we fear 
neither the eandidates ror voters will be able 
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to find an effectual method of doing justice for 
so flagrant an injury, either to themselves or to 
the nation. 

2. « Because we cannot but think, from the 
evidence given at the bar, that this Bill will 
take away from many citizens their right in 
voting in wardmote-elections, by giving an ex- 
clusion to all that inhabit houses under 10/. a 
year, even though they pay all parish-duties, or 
80s. in lieu of thems; which we conceive an 
unjustifiable hardship upun those who may 
have long enjoyed that right, and have had no 
crime objected to them, much less proved, as 
we think it ought.to be, before they can justly 
be deprived of it. 

3. ** Because, by this Bill, no act is to, pass 
in comiuon council for the future (except what 
relates to the nomination of some few oilicers) 
without the assent of the major part of the 
mayer and aldermen present in such common 
council; which, we conceive, will give too 
great an addition of power to the mayor and 
aldermen, who have already many and large 
prerogatives incontestably allowed them by the 
commonalty of the city; and though the coun- 
sel tur the Bill insisted that the mayor and al- 
dermen had anciently that right which this Bill 
establishes, yet the proof of that right appeared 
to us so remote and obscure, that we own our- 
selves too short-sighted to discern it; and on 
the other side it appeared plain to us, that even 
from the time of incorporating the city to this 

resent time, such a claim has very seldom 

en made, and that it has never been acknow- 
ledged; and therefore, we conceive, if there be 
any foundation for such a right (which we are 
far from thinking there is) the dispute shuuld 
be decided first in th2 inferior courts of justice, 
and rather determined in the Ilouse of Lords 
Upon an appeal, than ended by an act of par- 
liament; which seems to us such a method of 
determining controversies of this nature, as may 
Prove of the most dangerous consequence ta 
the ashts and properties of all the subjects of 
Great Britain. 

4. “ Because this Bill abolishes the custom 
relating to the distribution of the personal es- 
tates of free citizens; which is a custom not 
only of great antiquity, but seems to us to be 
wisely calculated for the benefit of a trading 
city, and has been acquiesced under for so 
Many years, without tbe least complaint of any 
One free citizen that we ever heard of; that 
the taking it away ia this manner cannot but 
®ppear to us tom rash and precipitate, and may 
foo probably, im our opinion, be very detri- 
mental to the true interest of this ancient, po- 
Pulous, loyal and bitherto flourishing city, the 
Preservation of whose good order and govern- 
ment the Bill itself, very justly and judiciously, 
allows to be of the greatest consequence to the 
Whole kingdom. (Signed ) Scarsdale, Straf- 

ford, Bristol, St. Johnde Bletsoe, Boyle, 
Bathurst, Bingley, Berkeley de Stratton, 
Compton, Bruce, Craven, Weston, 
Montjoy, Foley, Exeter, Wharton, Fran. 
Cestriens’, Arundell, Abiugdou, Litch- 
field, Gower, Uxbridge.” 
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For the foregoing Reasons and these thet 
follow, viz. 

1. * Because we are of opinion, that the se« 
veral great alterations made by this Bill in the 
ancient constitution of the common council, 
aud other the rights, franchises and prescrip- 
tions of the city of London, will, if passed into 
a law, entirely subvert and destroy the ancient 
title which the city at this time lawfully claims, 
and has, thereto: and will introduce and en« 
act a new constitutiun upon the city, hereafter 
to be claimed and:enjoyed, not upon the foun- 
dation of their ancient ttle, but of this act of 
parliament; which must, as we conceive, in 
all future times, whenever the city of London 
may have occasion to assert or defend their 
ancient utle and franchises, bring them under 
insuperable difficulties, and. may be followed 
with dangerous consequences concerning the 
very being and constitution of the corporation, 
many of which it is impossible to foresee or 
enumerate, 

2. “ We are of opinion, that the new con. 
stitution of the common council enacted by 
this Bill, whereby a negative is declared and 
given to the mayor and aldermen, not only in 
the making of bye-laws for the government of 
the city, but in other acts concerning the issu 
ing and disposal of the treasure of the city, 
and also of the seal of the city, whereby their 
lands and other estates are subjected to the 
said negative, and in all other acts and powers 
at this time, as we conceive, belonging to the 
common council, excepting only the appoint- 
ment of some few officers mentioned in the 
Bill, is a dangerous innovation upon the an- 
cient constitution of the city, unsupported by 
any evidence offered at the bar, and though in 
late times mentioned to be elaimed, yet con- 
trary, as we conceive, to a clear, uninterrupted 
and convincing proof of the exercise of the 
powers and authorities of the common councils 
of all ages, to the 29th of January, 1723: And 
we conceive the alteration made by the Bill in 
this respect to be the more unwarrantable, be- 
cause the written evidence offered to support 
the claim of a negative by the mayor and al- 
dermen, was either conceived in general terms 
unapplicable to that claim, and not maintained 
by subsequent practice, ‘or was drawn from 
proceedings in tines of trouble and confusion. 

3. “ We are of opinion, that the extraordi- 
nary power, given by this Bill to the mayor 
and alderman, will vest in them new exor- 
bitant authorities over all the citizens, their 
rights, liberties and franchises of ail kinds, in- 
consistent with that balance of power in the 
city, by which the same have been preserved, 
and in the future exercise thereof, must, as we 
conceive, lay the foundation of constant and 
lasting disputes, divisions and distractions in 
the City of London. 

4. * We think this Billis the more dangerous, 
because it creates a new constitution in several 
particulars contained in it, not framed upon 
the ancient rights proved or pretended to, or 
disputed on either side, butis a new model 
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without due regard tothe antecedent rights as 
claimed by either side, and will deprive a great 
nomber of citizens of their ancient rights and 
franchises in elections and otherwise, without 
leaving them any opportunity of asserting the 
same by due course @f law, and is a precedent 
of the most dangerotis consequence to all the 
Gities and corporations of this kingdom. 

5. “ We are of opinion, that the abolition of 
the ancient custom of the city touching the 

rsonal estates uf freemen, is a dangerous in- 
novation, tending to let into the guverninent of 
the city persons unexperienced and unpractised 
in the laudable and beneficial trade of the 
city and kingdom, and unfit for the magistracy 
of the city, and may thereby introduce impro- 
per and pernicious influences over the citizens ; 
and we think that the strength, riches, power 
and safety of the city of London have been 
hitherto, in a great measure, supported by this 
and other customs of the city, as the walls 
thereof, and we fear, that the decay of trade, 
and with that, of the grandeur of the city of 
London, and the diminution and loss of the 
great excises and duties arising from the trade 
of the city, on which the support of his Ma- 
jesty’s government so much depends, may be 
the consequence of the abolition of this ancient 
custom and privilege of the freemen of the 
city of London. 

6. “ Because we are of opinion, that the 
Petition of the many thousand freemen of the 
city against this Bill ought to be a far greater 
weight against this Bill, than the petition of 


fifteen aldermen for it; and that the confusion 


=> 


which may arise from this Bill, if passed into a 
law, may tend greatly to the future disturbance 
of his Majesty’s wise and gentle government. 

(Signéd) Wharton, Stratford, Coventry. 


The Civil List Bill passed.] April 16. A 
Bill, For redeeming the Annuities of 25,0001. 
er annum, charged on the Civil List Revenues 
y an act of the 7th year of his Majesty’s reign, 
and for discharging the Debts and Arrears due 
from his Majesty to his servants, tradesmen 
and others, being read the first time, a motion 


was made, That an Address be presented to 


his Majesty, that he will be pleased to give 
directions, that the proper officers of the Ex- 
chequer, Excise, Customs, and Post-oftice do 
lay before this House an account of all moneys 
which have been issued and paid out of the said 
offices, to any persons on account, for the 
privy purse, secret service, pensions, bounties, 
Or any sums of money to any persons whatso- 
ever without account, from the 25th of March 
1721, to the 25th of March 1725; which 
being objected to, after debate, the question 
was put, whether such an Address shall be 
presented to his Majesty; it was resolved in 
the negative: whereupon the following lords 
entered their dissent, viz. Lechmere, Strafford, 
Fran. Ceatriens’, Warrington, Bathurst. 


_ Protest ae passing the same.) April 19. 


The said Bill being read the third time, anda 
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motion made, That the Bill do pass, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 
“ Dissentient’ 

“¢ Because this Bill i to raise a great sum of 
money, which will, as we apprehend, become 
a burthen upon the public, and increase that — 
immense load of debt, whichis already above 
fif'y millions, and therefore, in our opinions, 
requires the utmost application to diminish it, 
and cannot but give us the most melancholy 
prospect, whenever, especially in a time of 
peace and tranquillity, we find any addition is 
made to it; and since his Majesty’s revenue, 
when first settled, was thought sufficient by the 
parliament to answer all the necessary ex- 
pences of his civil government, and is larger 
as we conceive than thatof his predecessors ; 
and since that revenue has once already, and 
not long ago received an aid of the like sum, 
we think we are fully justified in expecting an 
account of the reasons of contracting so greata 
debt; and because that was refused to be laid 
before us, we are of opinion, we cannot dis- 
charge our duty to our country, if we shuuld 
thus, uninformed, und in the dark, give our 
consent to this Bill, which being the second of 
this kind within a short compass of time, we 
apprehend, may prove of the more perni- 
Cluus example. (Signed) Strafford, Bruce, 

Boyle.” 


Lord Finch offers to the Commons a Petition 
of Henry late Lord Viscount Bolingbroke.] 
April 20. The Lord Finch, having otfered @ 
Petition of Henry St. John, late viscount Bo- 
lingbroke, to be presented to the Commons, 
Mr. R. Walpole acquainted the House, That 
he had received his Majesty's commands to 
acquaint the {ouse, That the Petinoner bad, 
seven years sincc, made his humble appli- 
cation and submission to his Majesty, with 
assurances of duty, allegiance, and fidelity, 
which his Majesty so far accepted, as to 
give him encouragement to hope for sme 
future marks of his Majesty's grace and guod- 
ness ; and that his Majesty is satisfied thfat the 
Petitioner's behaviour has been such as con- 
vinces his Majesty that he is an oljcct of his 
Majesty’s mercy, and his Majesty consents that 
this Petition be presented to the House. 

Then the said Petition was brought up and 
read, setung forth, “That the Petitioner 1s 
truly concerned for his offence, in not having 
surrendered himself, pursuant to the directions 
of an act of the first year of his Majesty's 
reiyn, whereby the Petitioner was attaiuted of 
high treason, and forfeited all bis real and 
personal estate,* and by reason thereof hath 
suffered very great losses: that upon the Peti- 
tioner’s marriage in 1700, sir Walter St. John, 
hart. and the lord viscount St. John, the Pe- 
titioner’s grandfather and father, together with 
the Petitioner, made a settlement oftheir family- 
estates in the counties of Wilts, Surrey and 
Middlesex, all whach premisses, except a very 


* See vol. 7. p. 197. 
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‘mall part thereof, are now in the possession of 
the Petitioner’s father, and the Peutioner can- 
not become iutitled thereto for bis life, until 
after his father’s decease : That the Petitioner 
bath, in most humble and dutiful manner, made 
his submission to his Majesty, and given his 
Majesty the strongest assuranees of his in- 
violavle fidelity, and of Is zeal for his 
Majesty's service, and for the support of 
the present happy establishment, which his 
Majesty bath been most graciously pleased 
to accept; and praying, That leave may be 
given to bring in a Bill for enabling the Peti- 
tioner, and the heirs male of his body, not- 
withstanding his said Attainder, to take and 
enjoy the said settled estate, according to the 
honations of the seid settlement, or other as- 
surances therein mentioned ; and for enabling 
the Petitioner to hold and enjoy any personal 
estate or effects whereof he now is, or here- 
after shall be possessed, and to invest the 
sameiu the purchase of any real or personal 
estate within this kingdom.” 


Debate hsataden After the reading of this 
Peution, the lord Finch moved, that a Bill be 
roucht in according to the prayer of the late 
viscount Bolingbroke’s Petition. This motion 
Was seconded by 
Mr. R. Walpole, who having repeated part of 
what he had before laid before the House by the 
King’s command, in the petitioner’s behalf, 
added, That he was fully satisfied, that he had 
sufficiently atoned for his past offences, and 
therefore «leserved the favour of that House so 
far, as to enable him to enjoy the family inhe- 
ntance that was settled upon him 3 which ac- 
cording to the opinion of the best lawyers, he 
could not do by virtue of his Majesty’s most 
Eracious pardon, without an act of Parliament. 
_ This was confirmed by sir Philip Yorke and 
ar Clement Wearg. Then 
Ir. Methuen stood up, and strenuously op- 
Posed the lord Finch’s motion ; he said, That 
ts he had the honour to be one of the King’s 
immediate servants, it might, perhaps, by some 
thought unbecoming his station, to appear 
*ealnst a Petition, tothe presenti-g of which his 
ajesty. an bis roval clemency and goodness, 
ad graciously heen pleased to give his consent : 
ut that being at liberty to follow the dic- 
Pah of his conscience in this matter, he would 
reelys declare his opinion, that the public 
cntoes for which this Petitioner stood attainted, 
Were so heinous, so flagrant, and of so deep a 
J, 88 not to admit of anv expiation or atone 
Ment; and whatever he might have done to de- 


ferve his Majesty's private grace and pardon, 


a ee him altogether voworthy of any 
ance alike Hereupon Mr. Methuen in- 
si the late lord Bohinghroke’s scandalous 
ice ainous conduct while he bad a share in 
Scuunletration of affairs in the Inst reign, 
oa was the principal adviser of, and actor 
pe wicked Measures that were then pur- 
ef i his clandestine negociation of peace 
tbout the privity of the queen’s allies, contra- 
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ry to the express tenor 6f the grand alliance > 
his insolent behaviour towards all the confede 
rates in general, and the Dutch in particular, 
his sacrificing the interest of the whole confe- 
deracy, andthe honour of his own country, 
particularly in the base sbandonirg of the: 
poor and brave Catalans: a transaction which 
with he had an opportunity to be intimately 
acquainted, as having had the honour, at that 
jancture, toserve the nation as the Queen’s Mi« 
nister in Portugal ; and tu sum up all his crimes 
in one, his traitorous desiyn of defeating the Pro- 
testant Succession, the foundation of both our 
present and future happiness ; and of advancing 
a Popish Pretender to the throne, which would — 
have involved his native country in endless 
misery, | 

Mr. Arthur, Onslow, lord William Paulet, 
sir Thoinas Pengelly, and Mr. Gybbon sup- 
ported Mr. Methuen. _ 

Serjeant Miller hereupon said, That he was 
against the motion for three reasons, 1. Be- 
cause he thought it against the interest of the 
King. 2. Against the interest of his country. 
3. Against the interest of the present ministry. 
That he loved the King better than he loved 
himself; and bated his enemies mure tnan he 
did: that he loved his country as he loved 
hmnself ; andas he thought its interest insepa- 
rable from the King’s, so he would not have any 
public favour shewn to one, who had acted 
in so notorious a manner against both. And 
as for the present ministers, he was so Well sa- 
uisfied with their just, prudent, and successful 
management, that he would not see them ex- 
posed to thecabals agd intrigues of tlfeir inve- 
terate, though seemingly reconciled enemies. 


A Bill ordered to be brought in accordingly. 
On the other hand sir Thomas Hanmer an 
Dr. Friend spoke for the motion, and took 
that occasion to extol his Majesty’s royal cle- 
mency; and then the question being put, on 
the lord Finch’s motion, it was carried in the 
affirmative by 231 votes against 113, and his 
lordsbip and Mr. R. Walpole were ordered to 
bring in a Bill accordmg to the prayer of the. 
latelord Bolingbroke’s Petition. 


Replication’ of the Commons to the Earl of 
Mucclesfield’s Answer to the Articles of Im- 
peachment.] April 23 Sir George Oxenden 
reported from the Committee, to whom it was 
referred to consider of the Answer of Thomas 
earl of Macclesheld to the Articles of Impeach- 
ment exhibited against him, That the said Earl 
had industriousty avoided giving a direct An- 
swer to several matters positively alledged 
against him, and had endeavoured to disguise 
the crimes laid to his charge; and that many 
pert: of the said Earl’s Answer are contradice 
tory and inconsistent; and the Committee did 
humbly sul:mit to the judgment of the House 
their opinion, that for avoiding any Imputanioa 
of delay to the Commons, in a case of so great 
moment, a Replication be forthwith sent up 
to the Lords, maintaining tbe charge of the 
Commons; and that the Committee had pre 
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pared a Replication accordingly, which he read 
ain his place, as follows ; 

66 'The Commons have considered the Answer 
of Thomas earl of Macclestield, to the Ar- 
ticles exhibited against him by the knights, 
citizens and burgesses in Parhament assembled, 
and observe, that the said Earl hath industri- 
ously avoided giving a direct and particular 
Answer to several matters positively and cer- 
tainly alledged against him in the said Articles, 
which from the nature of the facts themselves, 
must necessarily he in his own knowledye; and 
hath attempted to disguise and cover the real 
_ erimes laid to his charge, by immaterial and eva- 
sive insinuations of facts of a ditferent nature ; 
and that many perts of the said Answer are con- 
tradictory to, and ipconsistent with each other, 
upon which they might deinand your lordships’ 
immediate Judgment ; yet the Commons, be-. 
ing able to maintain the truth and justice of their 
accusation, are willing to enter into the cue 
examination thereof, and do aver their charge, 
of High Crimes and Misdemeanors, against the 
said ‘Thomas earl of Macclesfield, to be true, 
and that the said Earl is guilty in such manner 
as he stands impeached, and that the Commons 
will be ready to prove their Charge against 
him, at such convenient time, as shall be a 
pointed for that purpose.” 

The said Replication being read a second 
time, it was resolved to be the Replication of 
the Commons to the Answer of Thomas earl of 
Macclestield ; and ordered that the said Repli- 
cation he engrossed. 

April 24. The Commons read the engrossed 
Replication, which was ordered to be sent.to 
the Lords. 


Protest aguinst the Earl of Macclesfield’s 
being tried ut the Bur ‘of the House of 
Lords.|_ April 26. The Commons having 
brought up the Replication to the Answer 
of Thomas earl of Macclesfield, to their Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment against him, a ques- 
tion was proposed and stated for appoint-, 
ing his Lordship’s Trial on Thursday se’en- 
might, at the Bar of the House. And the 
question being put, whether those words, ¢ At 
‘the Bar of the House,’ shall stand part of 
the question, it was resolved in the Affirmative, 
by 59 against 17. 


« Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because we are of opinion, that it high- 
ly concerns the honour and di-nity of this 
House in all’ cases of impeachment, that the 
Trial should be had in the most public and 
solemn manner, that being most suitable to 
the laws and constitutions of this kingdom in 
ail cases whatsoever, but is more especially 
requisite in a prosecution of the Commons in 
of Great Britain, begun and carried on by 
their representatives in parliament; for which 
reasons we think that this Trial ought to be had 
in Westminster-ball, and not at the Bar of this 
House, where it is impossible, as we cunceive, 
to provide room and other conveniencies for 
the attendance of the House of Commons, 
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and such others of the subjects of this king- 
dom who may be desirous to be present at this 
Trial. 

2. “ We are of opinion, that it is a justice 
due to the Earl who is impeached, to give him 
the opportunity of vindicating bimself, and to 
assert his innocence in the most public manner 
imaginable, the cries wherewith he is charged 
by this Impeachment being of that nature as 
render it, as we conceive, most desirable, and 
even necessary on his part, to give universal 
satisfaction of his innocence, in a case wherein 
his honour, and that of his posterity, are so 
highly concerned. 

3. “ We are of opinion, thst it is of great 
moment to the honour and dignity of the 
crown, the fountain of justice, that the Trial of 
this Impeachment should be had in that place 
which may be most satisfactory to the whole 
nation, because the Articles whereby the Earl 
stands itnpeached, relate to the administration 
of the public justice of the kingdom, anu con- 
sist of facts. or matters charged on hun whilst 
he was Lord High Chancellor, and as such, 
was entrusted by his Majesty with the execu- 
tion of the most eminent office and station 
concerning the administration of justice. 

4. * Because we observe that the Earl im- 
peached has, in his Defence, by his An- 
swer, in some degrce, involved the honour 
of many great personages, peers of this realm, 
and others, some living, and others long 
since deceased, but whose descendents are 
now peers and members of this House, in 
the consideration of the matters and crimes 
charged on himself; which circumstance of 
the Defence being, as it seems to us, in the 
opinion of the Earl, material to be examined 
into upon the Trial, we are of opinion that in 
this respect also the place of Tnal is become 


-of more importance, and most proper to be in 


Westminster-ball, and not at the bar of this 


. House, where the examinations must unavuid- 


ably, as we conceive, be less public, and, io 
that respect less satisfactory. 

5. “ It appearing to us by several Reports 
delivered to this House by his Majesty’s direc- 
tion, which relate to the administration of 
justice in the High Court of Chancery, whilst 
the said Earl was Lord Chancellor, that there 
are very great deficiencies of the money 
and effects belonging to orphans and widows, 
and others the suitors of the Court; which 
money and effects were brought into the 
Court, or into the bands of the Masters in 
Chancery; and which deficiencies, as they ap- 
pear to us, amount to a great many thousand 
pounds, as yet wholly unsatisfied and unse- 
cured; for this reason we are of opinion, that 
it is necessary, for the public satisfaction, and 
particularly of the suitors concerned, that this 
Trial should be had, not only in the most 
solemn ‘manner, but in the most public place 
also. 

6. “ We do not find, that any Impeachment 
of the Commons has been tried at the bar of 
this House, or in any other place than ia 
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Westminster-Hall, since the Restoration of 
king Charles 2, and before that period the im- 
hment of the earl of Strafford was tried in 
estminster-Hall ; we also find that since the 
Restoration, every peer who has been tried by 
this House, either on an Impeachment or In- 
dictment, has had his Trial in Westminster 
Hall, and not at the bar of this House; and 
sometime after the late Revolution, private 
persons impeached by the Commons, for frauds 
and cheats relating tothe Lutstring company, 
and private traffic, were appointed by this 
House to be tried in Westminster-Hall ; the 
Impeachment of Dr. Sacheverell, for misde- 
mMeanors committed in the pulpit, was tried 
there also: for which reasons we are of opinion, 
that this Impeachment being, as we conceive, 
of the highest consequence to the honour of the 
crown and kingdom, eugnt to be considered, 
at least with equal regard as to the place of 
trial, and in every other respect with any of 
those Trials before mentioned ; and the rather, 
for that the method of proceedings on Trials of 
Impeachments, if had at the bar of this House, 
contrary to the general course since the Re- 
storation, are therefore more unsettled by many 
late precedents, and, in that respect, may be 


liable to more difficulties and delays, than if. 


had in Westininster Hall. 
7. “ We think that no consideration of delay, 
whieh may he occasioned for a little time by 


the preparations to be made in Westminster’ 


Hall, or any other account during the Trial, are 

an equivalent consideration, or to be balanced 

with the public satisfaction, which, in every 

respect, is, 10 our opinion, due to this pro- 

ceeding, and especially with regard to the place 

of trial. /Signed, ) Wharton, Scarsdale, 
Boyle, Strafford, Gower, Foley, Lech- 
mere, Coventry.” 


I dissent for all the aforementioned reasons, 
except the fourth——/Signed) Montjoy. 


Then the Question being put, That Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield be tried at the bar of this 
House, oo Tharsday se’nnight at 11 o'clock in 
the forenoon, upon the Impeachment for High 
Crimes and Misdemeanors, exhibited against 
him by the House of Commons; it was resolved 
in the Affirmative. 

Dissentient’ 

For the reasons mentioried ia the foregoing 

Protest. ——~ (Signed,) Scarsdale, Strafford, 
Foley, Wharton, Coventry, Boyle, Lech- 


mere. 
April 26. The Commons received the fol- 
lowing M from the Lords : 


“Mr.S er, The Lords have commanded 
ws to acquaint this House, that their lordships 
have appointed Thursday, being the 6th day 
of May next, at 11 of the clock in the fore- 

for the Trial of Thomas earl of Maccles- 
field, at the bar of the House of Lords, for the 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors whereof he 


stands impeached ; and that their lordsbips 
Ver. VII. , . 


will order conveniences to be prepared there 
for the Managers of the Impeachment.” 
Whereupon it was ordered, 1. That Ma- 
nagers be appointed to make good the Articles 
of Impeachment against Thoinas earl of Mac- 
clesfied. 2. That the Committee to whom it 
was referred to draw up the said Articles be 


the said Managers. 


April 27. The Commons ordered, 1, That 
Mr. Nicholas Paxton, and Mr. Thomas Bayly 
be appointed Soliciturs to the said Managers. 
2. That a Committee be appointed to search 
Precedents, touching the method of proceed-. 
ings, upon Trials of Impeachment by the Com- 
mons, at the bar of the House of Lords: anda 
Committee was appointed accordingly, of 
which sir Edmund Bacon was chosen chair- 
man. 


The-Billin favour of Viscount Bolingbroke 
passes the Commons.| Then the lord Finch 
Pea to the House a Bill for enabling 

enry St. John late Viscount Bolingbroke, to 
take and enjoy several manors, lands, &c. 
which was read the first time. 

April 80. The late lord Bolingbroke’s Bill 
was read a second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the whole House, who were or- 
dered, “ To receive a clause or clauses for pre- 
serving the inheritance of ‘all the family estate 
in the said Bill mentioned, to the issue male of 
the Jord viscount St. John, on failure of issue 
male of the said Henry St. John, late viscount 
viscount Bolingbroke, with previso to the said 
late viscount Bolingbroke, to charge the said 
estate with a sum of money, and to make leases 
in like manner as be was enabled to do, by the 
marriage settlement in the said Bill mentioned, — 
and to-make a jointure, and provision for 
younger children.” 

May 3. The order being read for the House 
to resolve itself into a grand Committee upon 
the late viscount Bolingbroke’s Bull, the lord 
William Pawlet moved, ‘ That it be an in- 
struction to the said Committee, that they 
have power to receive a clause to disable the 
said Henry St. John, late viscount Bolingbroke, 
to be a member of either House of Parliament, 
or to have or enjoy any office or place of profit 
or trust, uader his Majesty.” 

This motion was backed by several members, 
but was opposed by Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and the question being put thereupon, 
it was carried in the negative by 154 voices 
against 84. After this the Commons, in a 
Committee of the whole House, went through 
the said Bill, and made several amendments 
thereto, which being the next day reported by 
the lord Finch, were, with an ainendment to 
one of them, agreed to, and the Bill so amend- 
ed, ordered to be ingrossed. 

May 5. The said Biil was read the third time, 
passed, and sent up to the Lords. 


Protest against passing a Bill to disarm the 
Highlanders of Scotland.| May 3. A_ Bill, 
‘For more effectually disarming the High- 
landers in that part of Great Britain called 
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Scotland, and for the better securing the peace 
and quiet of that part of the Kingdom’ was 
read the third time in the Lords ; and the ques- 
' tion being put, Whether this Bill with the 
Amendments do pass? It was resolved in the 
Afirmative. 


“¢ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because the Bill sets forth, that many 
fo in the Highlands commit many rob- 

ries and depredations, and oppose the due 
execution of justice against robbers, outlaws, 
and persons attainted; which assertion, we 
conceive, was meant as an inducement to pass 
the Bill, and therefore should have been fully 
made out by proof, or have been undeniably 
clear from its notoriety ; but 00 proof was at- 
tempted to be made of it; and we have not 
_ heard that such outrages, as are charged upon 
i Highlanders, have been committed by them 
of late. 

_ 2.“ We apprehend that this Bill gives to 
‘lords lieutenants of counties, justices of the 
peace, and others, such large and discre- 
tionary powers, in some cates, as are herdly to 
be trusted in the hands of any persons in a free 
government, unless apparently necessary to 
the preservation of it. 

3. © Since the behaviour of the Highlanders 
has been peaceable and inoffensive for some 
“years past, and is so at present, as far as ap- 
pears to us, we cannot but fear this Bill may 

rove unseasonable, may hazard the loss of that 
invaluable blessing which we now enjoy, a per- 
fect calm and tranquillity, 'and raise amongst 
these people that spirit of discontenc and un- 
easiness, which now seems entirely laid; for 
we apprehend that the execution of some au- 
thorities in this Bill is more likely to create, 
than to prevent disorders ; we think it applies 
severe remedies where, as far as we can per- 
ceive, there is no disease, and this ata time 
when the Highlanders not being accused of any 
enormities, for, which, in our opinion, the 
legislature ought in justice tu punish them, or 
in prudence to fear them, we think it would 
become us, as good patriots, to endeavour 
rather to keep them quiet, than to make them 
, $0.———-( Signed, ) Wharton, Gower, Scaredale, 

Boyle, Lichfield.” : 


Names of the Managers at the Earl of _Mac- 
clesfield’s [rial.] May 6. The Commons or- 
dered, Thatthe Committee appointed to ma- 
nage the Evidence against Thomas earl of 
Macclesfield,‘ be at liberty to proceed in such 
manner as they shall think most important for 
the speediest expediting of the said Trial. 
Then upon a Message from the Lords, import- 
ing that their lordships were ready to proceed 
on the Trial of Thomas earl of Macclesfield, 
the Names of the Managers were called over 
by the clerk, viz. Sir George Oxenden, bart. 
sir Clement Wearg, sir Thomas Pengelly, sir 
William Strickland, bart. Mr. Doddington, 
lord Morpeth, Mr. Arthur Onslow, Mr. Pal- 
iner, Mr. Walter Plomer, sir John Rushout, 
bert. Mr. Kdward Thompson, Mr. Philips 
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Gybhon, Mr. Hedges, Mr. Sandys, Mr. West, 
Mr. Snell, Mr. Lutwyche, hon. Thomas Gower, 
and Mr. Cary. ~ 

Accordingly the said Managers went up to 
the Bar of the House of Lords to proceed on 
the Trial, which continued till the 26th of this 
month, and being printed by authority, may 
be found at large in the State Trials. 


The Earl of Macclesfield is unanimous! 
found Guilty.] May 27. The Order being tesa. 
for taking into further consideration the Im- 
peachment of the earl of Macclesfield: It was 
proposed, ‘To resolve, That the Commons 
‘ have made good their Charge of Ligh Crimes 
“and Misdemeanors against the said Earl.’ And 
& question being stated upen the said Proposi- 
tion; it was resolved in the affirmative. 

After which ; [t was agreed, that the ques- 
tion to be put to each lord, severally, beginning 
with the junior baron, shall be, 
~ €Is Thomas earl of Macclesfield guilty of 
‘ High Crimes and Misdemeanors, charged on 
‘him by the Impeachment of the House of 
‘Commons, or Not Guilty? | - 

And every lord present shall declare his opi- 
nion, Guilty or Not Guilty, opon his boneur, 
laying his right hand upon his breast. — 

May 25. A Message wassentto the Com- 
mons to acquaint them, that the Lords are 
ready to proceed further upon the Impeach- 
ment against the earl of Macclesfield. And 
the Managers being come, and seated as be- 
fore; the usual proclamation was.made for 
silence. After which the Speaker put the 
question agreed on yesterday, to all the Lords 
present, beginning with the Junior Baron; 
And their lordships severally declaring their 
opinion, ‘* That he was Guilty ;” 

The Speakerdeclared, That the House had 
unanimously found the said earl Guilty of 
High Crimes and Misdemeanors, charged upon 
hin by the Impeachment of the House of Com- 
mons. Then the Managers were directed to 
withdraw : And the House was adjourned dur- 
ing pleasure, to unrobe. 

The names of the Lords present, who una- 
nimously found him guilty, are as follows : 

Barons. Walpole, Lechmere, Ducie, On- 
slow, Bathurst, Foley, Masham, Trevor, Mont- 
joy (viscount Windsor of Ireland), Hay (earl of 
Kinnoul in Scotland), Gower, Herbert, Ash- 
burnham, Waldegrave, Lynn, Cornwallis, Bruce, 
Brooke, Compton, Hunsdon, Clinton, Delawar, 
Percy, Abergaveny. 

Bsshops. Exeter, Bristol, Chichester, St. 
Davids, Norwich, Carlisle, Bangor, Glocester, 
Ely, Peterborough, Rochester, Oxford, St. 
Asaph, Winthester, Darham, Londoa. 

tscounts. Torrington, Harcourt, Cobham, 
Tadcaster, (earl of Thomond in Ireland), Lons- 
dale, Hatton, Townshend, Say and Seal. 

Earls. Pomfret, Harborough, Cadogan, Sus- 
sex, Halifax, Bristol, Strafford, Ferrers, Ilay, 
Deloraine, Stair, Orkney, Selkirk, Findlater, 
Buchan, Rothes, Cholmondeley, Albemarle, 
Rochford, Scarborough, Abisgdon, Yarmouth, 
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Burlington, Carlisle, Scarsdale, Sunderland, 
Denbigh, Warwick, Northampton, Leicester, 
Lincoln, Pembroke. 

Marquis. Tweedale. 

Dukes. Chandois, Manchester, Wharton, 
Newcastle, Ancaster, Roxburgh, Montross, 
Montague, Grafton, Greenwich, (duke of Ar- 
gyle in Scotland), Devonshire. 

Archbishop. Canterbury. 

The House being resumed, the duke of De- 
vonshire, lord president, signified to the House, 
“That last night he received a letter from the 
earlof Macclesfield, mentioning that he was 
ill of the stone ;” And his grace also acquaint- 
ed their lordships, “‘ He was this day informed, 
by one of the said Earl’s Solicitors, that his 
lordship std] continued 31)).” 

Ordered, That this House will proceed fur- 
ther upon the Impeachment agaiust Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield to-morrow. 

May 26. The gentleman usher of the Black 
Rod gave the House an account, “ That he and 
the Serjeant at Arins had served their lordships’ 
order on the earl of Macclesfield, for his atten- 
dance this day; and that his lordship was at- 
tending, pursuant thereunto.” The order, of 
the day being read, for proceeding further upon 
the Impeachment of the earl of Macclesfield ; 
a Message was sent to the Commons to ac- 
quaint them, that their lordships are ready to 
proceed further upon the Impeachment against 
the said Earl. - 

And the Managers being come, the usual 

‘proclamation was made for silence. Then the 
gentleman usber was directed to call in the 
earl of Macclesfield. Who being come to the 
bar ; the Speaker acquainted him, “ That the 

Lords had fully considered of his case; and 

unanimously found him Guilty of High 

Crimes and Misdemeanours charged upon him 
by the Impeachment of the House of Com- 
mons.” . 

_Whereupon the said Earl mentioned some 
Circumstances in mitigation of the crimes of 
which he had been accused; but was inter- 
rupted by the Managers for the Commons, as 

g regular ; his lordship, in what he said, 
not offering any thing in arrest of judginent. 

Then the said Earl acquainted the House 
with the uneasiness he was at present under, in 
regard of his illness; and, submittipg himself to 
their lordships’ justice and mercy, begged to be 
dismissed any further attendance at this time. 


Upon which, the said Earl, as also the Mana-- 


S¢rs, were directed to withdraw. 
bo e House was adjourned during pleasure, 
r thé Lords to put off their robes. 
Ordered, That Thomas earl of Macclesfield 
Committed to the custody of the gentleman 
t of the black rod, 
to rbapaaad That this House will now proceed 
Doon sideration of what Judgment to give, 
gee Impeachment against the said Earl. 
be f ee Proposed, ‘ That the said Earl 
majest jn the sum of 30,000/. to the King’s 
as y:" After debate; and reading the 
ements of this House, in: the cases both of 
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the viscount St. Albans, and the earl of Mid- 
dlesex: It was proposed, “ Tu ask the Opinion 
of the Judges, Whether the Sale of an Otfice, 
that hath relation to the administration of jus- 
tice, be an offence against the Common Law’ 
And a question being stated upon the said pro- 
position: It was resolved in the negative. 

Then, it being moved, “ To resolve, That 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield be fined :” The 
question was put thereupon, and it was resolved 
in the affirmative. < 


Protest on a Motion for disabling the Earl 
of Macclesfield from holding any Employment, 
passing in the Negative.] The question was 
then put, “* Whether the said Earl shall be for 
ever incapable of any office, place, or employ- 
ment, in the state or commonwealth ?” It was 
resolved in the negative. Contents 42; Not 
Contents 42.* 


“« Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because it is certain that the honoor 
and dignity of the crown, the security of our 
religious and civil rights, and the preservation 
of vur most excellent constitution in church and 
state, entirely depend upon the probity, inte- 
grity and ability of those persons whom bis 
Majesty shall call to his councils, and who 
shall be employed in any office, place or em- 
ployment in the state or commonwealth, 

2. ** Because we conceive, a person jim- 

peached by the House ot Commons of corrup- 
tion of the deepest dye, and who, after a: full 
and legal trial, was by this House unanimously 
found guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors, 
charged on him by the House of Commons, 
which high crimes and misdemeanours were 
cominitted by him in the execution of his high 
station as Lord High-Chancellor of Great 
Britain, ought not to be exempted from this 
part of the sentence, which has always been | 
thought proper to be inflicted by our ancestors, 
both in regard to the safety of the government, 
and the justice of this House, on persons con- 
victed of crimes of the hke nature; and we do 
not find one instance on the Journals of par- 
liament, where this penalty has been omitted. 
_ 3. “ We apprebend that his Majesty having 
removed the earl ot Macclesfield from the trust 
reposed in him by the custody of the Great Seal, 
and having earnestly recommended to the 
Lords Commissioners appointed to succeed him, 
the taking effectual care, that entire satisfac- 
tion be made to the suitors of the Court, and 
that such suitors be not exposed to any dangers 
for the future, and having fully expressed his 
gracious disposition that the said Lords Com- 
missioners should look narrowly into the beha- 
viour of all the officers under their jurisdiction, 
and should see that such ofticers act with the 
strictest regard to justice, and to the ease of 
his subjects, (which is a plain indication of his 
Majesty’s just resentment of the Ear!’s ill con- 


® When a mesion for any resolution or 
order is made, if there be an equality of voices, 


it always passes in the negative, 
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duct, during his presiding in the Court of Chan- 
cery) and having, iv great tenderness to the in- 
jured nation, recommended the protection of 
the unhappy sutlerers to the justice of parhia- 
ment, we thougit it incumbent upon us, on this 
great oceasion, when the Commons have so 
ciearly made out their charge against the Im- 
peached earl, not to depart trom the methods 
of our ancestors in the framing of our sentence, 


with an unusual tefilernessto a person, against. 


whom the whole nation cries for justice, but to 
pursue their glorious steps upen the like occa- 
sions, and to incapacitate the said Earl from 
having any othce, place of employment in the 
state or commonweaith, as the most etiectual 
means to deter others from being guilty of the 
like crimes for the future. (Signed ),SV har- 
ton, Abingdon, Bruce, Stratrurd, Pom- 
fret, Denbigh, Compton.” 


“ Wedo dissent to the beforementioned ques- 
tion for the Rexsons following : 


1. “This House having resolved, that the 
' House of Commons have meade _ good their 
charge of high crimes and miscemeanors avainst 
the Earl impeached, and vy a subsequent reso- 
lution having unanimously deciared him guilty, 
- we are of opinion, that it is a necessary conse- 
quence in law, justice, honour and conscience, 
that the disabilines contained in the question 
proposed should be a part of bis punishment, 
they being such, as we think, the wholésome 
Jaws and statutes, against which the Earl has 
offended, do expressly ordain for the punish- 
ment of his crimes, and such as the nature, cir- 
cumstances and consequences of his guilt do, 
in our opinions, most justly deserve. 

2. ‘© The Articles of the House of Commons, 
whereof the Earl is, in our opinions, declared 
guilty, are an accusation of him for many re- 
peated acts of bribery, extortion, perjury and 
oppression, committed by coluur of bis otfice 
ot Lord High Chancellor, and of many endea- 
vours to have goncealed and suppressed the 
discovery of them, even trom the knowledge of 
his Majesty; those crimes therefore, being by 
the laws of this land, and, as we believe, by the 
Jaws of all civilized nations in the world, ad- 
judged to be crimes of an infamous nature, we 
think the incapacity proposed by this question 
to be one natural and unavoidable step to have 
been made by this House in the judgment on 
those crimes. 

3. “ The Earl, in his Answer to the Articles 
of the Commons, hath asserted, that the taking 
the many sums by him from the Masters in 
Chancery, which suns he there calls presents, 
was never before looked upon to be criminal; 
and hopes that the giving or receiving such a 
present is not criminal in itself, or by the com- 
mon taw of this realm, and that there is not 
any act of parliament whatsoever by which the 
same is made criminal, or subject to any pu- 
nishment or judgment, which can be prayed in 
this prosecution; The Earl himself, and his 
counsel on his behalf, upon his trial, attempted 
to justify bis extortions (then called comple- 
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ments) and endeavoured to maintain, that the 
are conformable to the lawsof the land; but 
we cannot reflect on this behaviour of the Earl 
otherwise than as the highest dishonowr thrown, 
Ly bim, upon the laws and government of this 
kingdom, and a most daring and groundless 
endeavour to disparage the common law of tbe 
land, Magna Charta itself, the clear and ex- 
press injuncuions of many statutes, particalarly 
those passed in the reigns of Richard 2, Heary 
4, and Edward 6, in this behalf, aad of an act 
passed this session of parliament for tbe ia- 
demnification of the Masters in Chancery; 
against the plain sense of all which laws the 
Earl has, in our opinions, knowingly ant wil- 
fully offended ; and as this unparalleled justifi- 
cation attempted by the Earl will be trans- 
mitted to all posterity, we think it. absolutely 
necessary that the punishment proposed by this 
question should have been inflicted, in vindica- 
tion of the laws and government itself, against 
the aspersion the Earl has thrown upon both, 
and to prevent any imputation which may 
hereafter be cast on the hunour and justice of 
this House, as having, on this occasion, in an 
degree seemed to favour or countenance 
dcfence. ; ' 
4.-“The Earl has in his Answer asserted 

some of his practices to have been long used 
by his predecessors, and by others being chief 
justices, masters of the rolls, and other jadges ; 
and on his trial offered evidence to prove his 
assertion in fuur instances only, three of them 
in the time of one, and the other in the ume 
of his immediate predecessor ; but though these 
instances, as we think, were uvattended with 
the many aggravations of the Earl’s gailt in 
those respects, yet Jest those examples, to- 
gether with that of the Earl, should hereafter 
be construed a mitigation of his, or an encou- 
ragement to the like offence, we think the 

unishment now proposed ought to have been 
inflicted, by which it would become the more 
exemplary; and the rather, because it appears 
to us highly probable, tbat the imputation, as 
it is thrown by the Earl upon his predecessors, 
is unjust; the memory of many of those wise 
and excellent persons never having been, as we 
believe, stained with an imputation, tll the 
Earl cast it on them; and some of his prede- 
cessors haviug, in several ages, fallen under the 
severe and strict inquisition of parliament for 
bribery and corruption, without any charge 
upon them for that criminal practice. 

5. “ We are of opinion, That this House, 
now exercising its Judicature as the supreme 
court in this kingdom, upon an accusation of 
the Commons for offences against the known 
laws of the Jand, has no legal power or autho- 
rity to dispense with or omit those punisb- 
ments which are expressly ordained by positive 
acts of parliament; and it appears to us to he 
indisputable, that the disabiliiies proposed by 
this question are expressly ordained by the 
statute made 11 Hen. 4, and in some degree 
by the statute 5 and 6 Edw. 6, against buying 
and selling offices, for the very same offences 


t 
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ef which this House hath, as we conceive, de- 
clared (and of. which we are fully satisfied in 
our consciences) the Earl is guilty ; and the 
ishment proposed in this question beth been 
inflicted by the House in the cases of the lord 
Becon and the earl of Middlesex, for corrap- 
tions, in our opinions, much less heinous than 
the crimes of the Earl impeached; and the 
jadgments given by this House on those two 
persons were founded, as we think, not only 
upon the nature of the crimes, but were dt 
rected and prescribed by the acts of parliament 
above mentioned, and still remain on the re- 
cerds of this House unimpeached, und their au- 
thority never jadicially questioned, to our 
knowledge, but are often referred to and ap- 
ed by the most learned authors and judges 
of the laws of this land: we are theretore of 
opinion, that it was not only wise, but even 
that the law requires, that the judgment upon 
the Earl impeached should be consonant in 
this respect to the judgment of this House, in 
those two instances; whereby the law of the 
land in this particular stands declared, as we 
think, by the authority of the supreme judica- 
tare of the kingdom; and which no power less 
than the authority of an act of parliament, in 
our opinions, can abrogate. ; 
6. “It having appeared, on the trial of the 
impeached Lord, that the most dangerous and 
destructive corruptions have been committed 
by him whilst in the highest station in the ad- 
ministration of public justice, to the great dis- 
honoar of the crown, and the detriment of 
great numbers of the King’s subjects; and, in 
one instance, whilst he (with others) was in the 
exercise of the regal authority; we think it of 
the highest consequence to the honour and sup- 
port of his Majesty’s government, and the 
satisfaction of the whole kingdom, that the 
Eari should, by the judgment of this House, 
bave been incapacitated from ever having the 
power or opportunity of re-acting the like cor- 
ruptions, against which, as we conceive, there 
could be no security, but by inflicting upon 
bim the disabilities proposed in this question. 
Segned,) Scarsdale, Greenwich, 
Strafford, Denbigh, Buchan, Halifax, 
Harborough, Selkirk, Orkney, Ashbura- 
ham, Wharton, Carlisle, Litchfield, 
Gower, Brooke, Brace, Manchester, 
Hay, Masham, Northampton, Abing- 
don, Bristol, Bathurst, Lechmere, Sus- 

sex.” | ; 


Protest on a Motion to incapacitate the said 
Earl from sitting in Parliament, &c. passing 
tn the Negative.] Then it being moved to re- 
solve, That the said Earl shall never sit in par- 
lament, nor come within the verge of the 
court, after debate, it was resolved in the ne- 
gative, by 45 against $9. P 

« Dissentient’ 

1. “ We cannot agree to this resolution for 
the reasons given in the last Protest; and fur- 
ther, we conceive, that there was the greater 
necessity for the punishment proposed in this, 


from the determination of the House on the 
former question, from whence (and also from 
the question having passed in the negative) 
there remains, as we apprehend, no punishment 
but a serene f one, to be inflicted on the im- 
peached Earl for his heimous and unexampled 
misdemeanors; which punishment we think 
(and we fear the whole nation will judge) to he 
utterly unadequate to his transgressions, and 
not consistent with the resolutions already 
pa by this House upon the Earl, whereby 

is rendered in judgment of law, as we think, 
an infamous person, and not capable of bear- 
ing testimony as a witness, much less to sit in 
this supreme court as a judge, perhaps on 
points of the highest moment to the kingdom, 
and over the lives, liberties and properties of 
the subjects, many of which he bas, in our opi- 
nions, already so notoriously injured. 

2. “ Because we find, that the punishment 
now proposed bas been inflicted in the two in- 
stances of lord Bacon and the earl of Middle- 
sex ; and the like in earlier instances, particu- 
larly in the case of Hubert de Burgo, created. 
earl of Kent, who was afterwards charged in 
poner for counselling the King to cancel 

agna Charta, and for other offences; and 
was degraded from his dignity by the judgment 
of his peers; and we conceive, that the con- 
demnation which this House bas already pass- 
ed on this earl is founded upon the most age 
gravated guilt whioh has ever appeared in any 
criminal, whose offences were not capital ; 
amongst which his repeated wholesules (as we 
conceive them to be) of the justice of the 
Court of Chancery, in the corrupt dispositions 
of the Offices of the Masters, were, as far as in 
him lay, so many harters and sales of Magna 
Charta itself, by which the sale of justice is 
prohibited. 

3. “ We conceive it to be utterly inconsis- 
tent with the honour and dignity of this House, 
to suffer a lord condemned, as we think, for 
the- most dangerous corruptions committed by 
him whilst be was a judge, to continue after- 
wards in the enjoyment of bis seat in this 
House, under no other censure than of a fine, 
and imprisonment till that is paid; because, 
we fear, it may hereafter give too much en- 
couragement to the worst corruptions in the 
greatest officers of state, if, from the example 
of this earl, it should be hoped their crimes 
may be ransomed by a small part, perhaps, of 
their corrupt and extorsive gains; by which 
means the greatest offenders of this sort may 
think their impunity the more secure, by so 
much seid ri that they carry, and the more 
they succ in their corrupt practices: We 
think also, that the sum of 30,0001., if that 
should be the fine, does very little, if at all, 
exceed the gross sums this earl bas received, 
as we believe, in bounties from bis Majesty, 
over and above the due profits of his offices 
and the other great sums he has extorted an 
still retains; we are therefore of opinion, that 
the infamy, which, we think, is dae to the 
crimes of which the earl is condemned, should 
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have been fixed upon him by the disability 
_proposed in this question. (Signed ), Scars- 
dale, Wharton, Strafford, Selkirk, Man- 
chester, Gower, Bathurst, Harburough, 
‘Northampton, Brooke, Bruce, Buchan, 
Denbigh, Halifax, Lechmere, Masham, 
Greenwich, Asliburnham, Abingdon, 
Carlisle, Bristol, Hay, Litchfield, Ork- 

ney.” 


We dissent to the last mentioned Question 
for the reasons following : 


1. “ For the first Reasons given on the 
foregoing Questiun, which, we apprehend, 
hold the stronger against his being permitted 
to sit in the highest court of Judicature, since 
it may expose the judgment of this House to 
censure, when a person guilty. of such corrupt 
practices shall be one of the judges. : 

2. “ We apprehend, that a person whom 
his Majesty has in such a manner, removed 
from being a judge of his subjects properties, 
cannot be thought fit to sit in this House, in 
such case as may affect the lives of every peer 
of this House, and the property of all the sub- 
jects of Great Britain ——(Signed ), Wharton, 

Pomfret, Abingdon, Bruce, Compton, 
Strafford.” 


The Speaker’s Speech to the Managers of the 
Impeachment of the Earl of Macclesfeld.] 
May 27. The Lords senta Message to the 
Commons, acquainting them, That their lord- 
ships were ready to give Judgment against 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, if the Commons, 
with their Speaker, would Come and demand 
the same. Hereupon a motion was made, and 
the question proposed, “* That this House will 
demand Judgment of the Lords against Thomas 
earl of Macclesfield :” which occasioned a 
warm debate, that lasted till five in the after- 
noon, when the previous question Leing put, 
That the question be now put, it was carried 


in the affirmative, by a majority of 136 voices 


against 65; and ther the main question bein 
put, it was resolved, “ That this Elouse wil 
demand judgment against Thomas earl of 
Macclesfield.” This done, the Commons re- 
solved, nem. con. ‘ That the Thanks of this 
House be given to the members, who were ap- 
pointed the Managers of the Impeachment 
against Thomas earl of Macclesfield, for their 
faithful management in their discharge of the 
trust reposed in them.” Hereupon 

Mr. Speaker gave them (they standing up 
severally ‘in their places) the Thanks of the 
House, as follows ; 


¢ Gentlemen ; 

«It is with the greatest chearfulness, that I 
ebey the commands of the House on this oc- 
casion, and yet I was never, on any occasion, 
more sensible of the difficulty of performing 
them as I ought; but I have this satisfaction 
in this motion’s being made when I least ex- 
pected it, that my mot being prepared may be 
some excuse for those defects, which I should 
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not have been able to have supplied, had I had 
ever so long a time for consideration. 
‘© Gentlemen ; 

‘“‘ You have maintained the charge of the 
Commons, with that force of argument, 
beauty of expression, and strength of reason, 
as would have gained you the highest applause, 
in the most flourishing of the Grecian com- 
moawealths ; and I may add, 


‘ ——__—_—-Nec dignius unquam 

‘ Majestas meminit sese Romana loquutum.’ 
But I shall not inlarge farther on this part of 
your praise, being sensible that I am not able 
to express myself in a manner saitable to the 
dignity of the subject: your own tongues are 
only suitable to such an undertaking; and 
were I able to do it, your modesty would not 
permit it: I shall therefore proceed in obeying 
the commands of the House, in such a manner, 
as you yourselves may hear it, not only without 
offence, but I hupe with satisfaction; by em- 
deavouring to set in their proper lights the 
great and lasting benefits your country will 
receive by your faithful discharge of your duty. 

‘‘ You have stopped the cries of orphans, 
and dried up the tears of the widow; even 
those who must ever be insensible of the bene- 
fits they receive, ideots and Junatics, (and such 
only can be insensible of them) will be par- 
takers of the fruits of your labours. 

“ But you are more particularly iottled to 
the thanks of this House, by having made the 
prosecutions of the Commons, against great 
offenders practicable: The power of impeach- 
ment, that sword of venyeance, which the 
Constitution has put into the hand of the Com- 
mons, (and which, when drawn by party-rage, 
when directed by the malice of faction, or 
wielded by unskilful hands, has too often 
wounded that constitution it was intended to 
preserve) has now, by your able management, 
turned its edge to his proper object, a great 
offender; and ifthe wound it has given, should 
not be so deep, as many expect: yet you may 
be very sure, it never can be imputed to the 
want of strength in your arm: And I hope 
and trust, from your prudent conduct through 
the whole progress of the Trial, that this great 
privilege of the Commons will ever remain a 
terror to evil doers; and that it maybe a 
praise to them that do well; the House has 
unanimously come to this resolution, 

‘Resolved, nem. con. That the Thanks of 
“‘ this House be given to the members, who 
‘‘ were appointed the Managers of the Impeach- 
‘¢ ment against Thomas earl of Macclesfield 
‘“‘ for their faithful management in their dis- 
‘‘ charge of the trust reposed in them.” 

The Commons unanimously resolved, that 
Mr. Speaker be desired to print the Speech 
be bad made on that occasion; and sent sir 
William Gage with a Message to the Lords, to 
acquaint them, That the Commons, with their 
Speaker, intended immediately to. come to the 
House of Lords, to demand Judgment against 


Thomas earl of Macclesfield, and therefore de- 
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sired the Painted Chamber and passages to 
the House of Lords might be cleared. 

Which desire being readily complied with, 
the Commons with Mr. Speaker, (with the 
mace) went up to the bar of the-House of Lords. 


J t pronounced upon the Earl of 
Mecclesfield.} May 27. The Speaker of the 
House of Commons, attended by the Serjeant 
at Arms belonging to that House came, to the 
bar of the House of Lords. When the Lord 
Chief Justice, Speaker of this House, directed 
the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to 
bring thither the earl of Macclesfield; who, 
after low obeisances made, kneeled until the 
said Lord Chief Justice acquainted him, He 
might rise, 

hen the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons spake as follows : 


“ My Lords, 

“ The knights, citizens, and burgesses, in 
parliament assembled, in the name of them- 
selves and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
did, at this bar, impeach Thomas earl of Mac- 
clesfeld of High Crimes and Misdemeanors; 
and didexhibit Articles of Impeachment against 
him, and have made good their Charge : 

“ T do, therefore, in the name of the knights, 
citizens, and burgesses, in parliament assem- 
bled, and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
demand Judgment of your lordships, against. 
Thomas earl of Macclesfield, for the said High 
Crimes and Misdemeanors.” 

After haa the Speaker of the House of 

$ said, 

“ Mr. Speaker; the Lords are now ready to 
proceed = to Judgment, in the case by you men- 
honed. 

“ Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, 

“The Lords having unanimously found you 
“Guilty of High Crimes and Misdemeanors, 
“charged on you by the Impeachment of the 
“House of Commons; so that their lordships 
“ find themselves obliged to proceed to Judg- 
“ment against you; which I am ordered to 
* pronounce : 

“ Therefore this High Court doth adjudge, 
“That you, Thomas earl of Macclesfield, be 

‘fined in the sum of 30,000/. unto our 
“Sovereign Lord the King: and that you 
“shall be imprisoned in the Tower of 
“ London, and there kept in safe custody 
‘“‘ until you shall pay the said fine.” 

Which done, the Speaker with the Commons 
withdrew, and the earl of Macclesfield was 
taken from the bar. 

Ordered, “‘ That the Speaker of this House 
do five order for the printing and publishing 
the Trial of ‘Thomas earl of Macclesfield ; and 
that no other person but such as he shall ap- 
point do. me .to print the same.” 

Ordered, “‘ That the said earl of Maccles- 
field be committed to the Tower of London, 
there to be kept in safe custody until he shall 
an the abovementioned fine of 30,000/. to the 

g: and that the Gentleman Usher of the 

Black Rod, in whose custody the said earl at 
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resent is, do him safely convey to the said 

ower, and deliver him to the constable there- 
of; or, in his absence, to the lieutenant or | 
deputy lieutenant of the same; and that the 
said constable, lieutenant, or deputy lieutenant, 
do receive the body of the said earl, and him 
keep in safe custody ‘there, until he shall have 
paid the said fine ®. 


Protest against committing the Bill in favour 
of Lord Bolingbroke.| May 22. A report 

ing made from the Committee of the whole 
House, on the Bill, “‘ For enabling Henry St. 
Jobn, late Viscount Bolingbroke, and bis heirs 
male, notwithstanding his attainder, to enjoy 
several estates, according to such interests as 
are limited in a certain Indenture, and other 
assurances therein’ mentioned, and for other 
purposes,” That the Committee had made some 
progress in the Bill; the question was put, 
whether the House shall be put into a Commit- 
tee again upon the said Bill on Monday next, 
it was resolved in the affirmative, by 46 against 
22. 


“ Dissentient’ 

1, “ Because we apprehend it to be incon- 
sistent with the honour and dignity, which, io 
all cases, should be observed in the proceedings 
of this House, to make a resolution, especially 
upon debate, to put the House into a Commit- 
tee on this Bill, at the same instant or moment 
of time on which, by an order of the 21st in- 
stant, it was resolved, that the House would 
farther proceed on the Impeachment of the 
earl of Mucclesfield ; and it does not appear to 
us, that apy precedent is to be found on the 
Journals of this House, to warrant this resolu- 
tion in that respect. 

2. ““ We conceive that this resolution may 
draw on a debate or doubt io the House, touch- 
ing the preference to be given by the House to | 
the further progress on this Bill, or to the fur- 
ther proceeding on the said Impeachment ; 
which debate, if any such should happen, we 
think, may be attended with ill consequences ; 
the matter of the said Impeachment, so press- ' 


® « The earl of Macclesfield was carried to 
the Tower, and confined in the same apart- 
ment as was formerly the earl of Oxford's; 
and, three days after, the King in council or- 
dered his name to be struck out of the list of 
privy-counsellors. The earl paid his fine about 
six weeks after, and was discharged from his 
confinement. Sir Peter King, being created 
baron of Oakham in Surrey, succeeded bim in 
the chancellorship.” Tindal. 

A biographical notice of the earl of Mac- 
clesfield will be found ina vol. 7, p. 558, of this 
work. 

Of a disgraced favourite the excellencies are 
forgotten, and the errors magnified. Stafford- 
shire, it was said on this occasion, had pro- 
duced three of the greatest rogues that ever 
existed ; Jack Sheppard, Jonathan Wild, and 
lord Macclesfield. See. Hatton’s History of 
Derby, Pp. 287. : 
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ing and necessary, in our opinions, to the pub- 
lic justice of the nation, being compared with 
this Bill, which contains, as we think, extraor- 
dinary and undeserved bounty and reward to a 
person inipeached by the Commons, and as yet 
attainted for treasons, which tended to the over- 
throw of the Protestant Succession to the crown 
of these realms, and to the placing the Pre- 
tender on the throne. (Signed, ) Warring- 
ton, Coventry, Lechmere.” 


Protest against passing the said Bill.}] May 
24. “Ihe Bill was read the third time: And 
the question being put, that the Bill do pass, it 
was resolved in the affirmative by 75 against 25. 

* Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because the parport and intention of 
this Bill is to repeal several acts of parliament 
passed since his Majesty’s accession, whereby 
all the estate and interest of the late lord Bo- 
lingbroke, in the lands mentioned in this Bill, 
being forfeited to the crown for high treason, 
were vested in trustees, and still remain appro- 
priated for the use and benefit of the public ; 
the value of which lands amount, as we believe, 
to several thousand pounds annum; we 
therefore think it anjust to all the subjects of 
this kingdom, who have borne many heavy 
taxes, occasioned, as we believe, in great mea- 
sure, by the treasons committed, and the re- 
bellion which was encouraged by this person, 
to take from the public the benefit of his for- 
feiture. 

2. It appears from the Articles of Im- 
peachment exhibited by the Commons against 
the late lord Bolingbroke, whereof he now 
stands attainted by Act of Parliament, that he 
stood charged with the commission of several 
treasons of the most flagrant and dangerous 
nature, committed by him whilst he was Secre- 
tary of State to her late Majesty Queen Anne, 
for traitorously betraying her most secret coun- 
cils to the king of France, then at war and in 
enmity with her Majesty; and with other 
treasons tending to destroy the balance of Eu- 
rope, and to raise the then exorbitant power of 
the French king, who not long before had pub- 
licly acknowledged the Pretender to be the 
lawful and rightful king of these realms. 

3. “‘ The treasons wherewith he was charged, 
we conceive, were fully confessed by his flight 
from the justice of parliament; but his guilt 
was afterwards, as we think, indisputably de- 
monstrated by the new treasons he openly and 
avowedly committed against his present Ma- 
jesty; it being notorious, and it having been 
declared to the House on the debate of this 
Bill, that he did, soon after his flight, enter 
publicly into the councils and services of the 
Pretender, who was then fomenting and carry- 
ing on a rebellion within these kingdoms for the 
dethroning his Majesty, into which rebellion 
many of his Majesty’s subjects, as well peers as 
‘commoners, were drawn, as we believe, by the 
example or influence of the late lord Boling- 
broke ; and for which treason many peers and 
commoners have been since attainted, aad 
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some of them execated, and their estates both 


real and | become forfeited by their at- 
tainders, and as yet continue under those for- 
feitures. ~ : 


4. “ We bave not been informed of any par- 
ticular public services which this person hath 
performed to his Majesty or this nation, since 
his commission of the many high and danger- 
ous treasons before-mentioned, and in case he 


| has done any, they must be of such a nature as 


ought, in our opinions, to be rewarded in ano- 
ther manner than is provided by this Bill, and 
for which, we think, the crown is otherwise suf- 
ficiently enabled ; and the sincerity of his hev- 
ing quitted the interest of the Pretender may, 
in our opinions, be justly suspected, he never 
huving, as appears to us, throughout the pro- 
gress of this Bill in both Houses, once signified 
his sorrow for the treasons be had committed ; 
and if be had really abandoned that interest, 
eel da intelligences or services, with re- 
gard to the interest or councils of the Pre- 
ender, can’t reasonably be supposed, in our 
Opinions, to be of great valoe. 

5. * We think that po assurances which this 
person hath given, nor any services he can have 
performed since his commission of the treasons 
aforesaid, or’ any farther obligations he car 
enter into, the kingd sufficient gitigpatd to his 
Majesty, or the kingdom, against his future in- 
sincerity, which may happen, he having slready 
so often violated the most solemn assurances 
and obligations, and in defiance of them having 
openly attempted the dethroning of his Ma- 
jesty, and the destruction of the liberties of bis 
country. 

6. * We think the services he may have per- 
formed, if any, ought not to be rewarded either 
in the degree or the manner provided by this 


-Bill, it having been found by experience, in 


cases of like nature, that the strongest as- 
surances have afterwards proved deceitful ; for 
which reason we conceive it to be unwise ana 
dangerous to give such rewards as cannot be 
be recalled, though the assurances sbould be 
broke; and we believe. it to be the known. 
policy and universal practice of wise govern- 
ments to keep the persons, claiming merit from 
such services as the late lord Bolingbroke can 
possibly have performed since the commissions 
of his treasons, dependent on the government 
for the continuance of those rewards. 

7. “The pardon of the late lord Bolingbroke, 
under the Great Seal, having been communt- 
cated to the House, and under consideration 
on the debate of this Bill, we think, that this 
Bill ought not to pass, because it may hereafter 
be construed, in some degree, to confirm or 
countenance that pardon; and we are of opi- 
nion, that that pardon, though it may be legal 
as to the treasons committed by bim since his 
attainder, yet so far as it may be censtroed, if 
that should be, to pardon or affect the act of 
attainder of the late lord Bolingbroke, or the 
impeachment of the Commons, on which that 
act is founded, it is a most dangerous violation 
of the ancient rights aad freedom of the kiag- 
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dom, and will defeat the whole ase and effect 
ofthe impeachments by the Commons; which 
is, as we think, tle chief institution, arising 
even from the constitution itself, for the pre- 
wrvation of the government, and for the at- 
timing parliamentary justice; and tends, as 
we conceive, to render the rights and judica- 
ture of this House, on impeachments and bills 
of attainder, vain and useless; all which ancient 
nights of both Houses, and ‘of the subjects of 
this nation, were saved to them by the Revo- 
lation, and were intended, as we conceive, to 
have been for. ever preserved to them in their 
faliextent, by the act passed in the reign of 
the late king William, of ever glorious memory, 
by which the crown of these realins is limited 
and settled on his present Majesty and his 
sue, and in which act it stands declared, that 
no pardon under the Great Seal shall be plead- 
able to an impeachment of the Commons. 
8." We are of opinion, that the power of 
dispensing mercy is an ancient inherent right 
of the crown of these realms, and the exercise 
of it of great benefit to the people, when it is 
wisely and properly applied; but # Leing in- 
cambeat on us, in the vote we give for or 
against passing this Bill, to judge between the 
late lord Bolingbroke, and to cousider the 
right and title he appears to us to have to the 
benefits of this Bill, and the concern which, on 
the other side, the honour, interest and safety 
of the kiag and his royal family, and the whole 
kingdom, have, in our opinion, from the con- 
sequences of it, we think we cannot be justified 
in our own theughts, with regard to the latter, 
or to our posterity, if we should consent that 
this Bill should pass.——/Signed/ Bristol, 
Coventry, Oaslow, Clinton, Lechmere.” 


The Earl of Macclesfield’s Fine applied to 
the Relief of the Saat Chancery. } May $1. 
Commons resolved, nem. con. That av 
humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
“That he would be graciously pleased to 
order, that the Fine imposed by the House of 
Lords, on Thowas earl of Macclesfield, or any 
part thereof, as the same shall be paid into the 
Exchequer, be issued and paid into the Court 
hancery, to ba applied towards making 
good any of the losses of the Suitors occasioned 
the deficiencies of the Masters of the said 
Court, as that Court shall think fit to direct.” 
And it was ordered, That the said Address Le 
Presented to his Majesty by such members of 
bi use-as are of bis Majesty’s most honour-, 
Sole privy council. About half an bour after, 
Thy bert Walpole reported to the House, 
Aat the said Address had been presented to 
Yesty; and that his Majesty had com- 
would giver ey acquaint mi ouse, ane he 
meceasary orders according to 

the desire of the Hoa . & 


The King's Speech at the Close of the Session. | 
Hoes t dey, the King being come ‘to the 
Common b rds, with the usual state, and the 

Vou. VU” sont for up and attending, his 


Majesty gave the royal assent to the Bill in 
favour of the late lord viscount Bolingbroke, 
and to several other Bills. 


After which the lord King*, Speaker of the 
Howse of Lords, read his Majesty’s Speech te 
both Houses of Parliament, as follows: 


.*& My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

‘¢ T am come to put an end to this séssion of 
parliament, which, though it has been extended 
to an unexpected length, has been so well 
employed for the service and interest of the 
public, that I assure myself it’ will be to the 
general satisfaction of the nation. 

‘© Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 

‘©The prudent use you have made of the 
present flourishing state of credit, by a certaiu 
reduction of more than 3,700,000/, to an in- 
terest of 4 per cent. and by a wise provision 
for the redemption thereof by Parliament, 
without farther notice, on payment of such 
sums as the circumstances of the government 
will from time to time admit, has secured a 
considerable addition to the Sinking Fund, not 
subject to the hazard of future events. 

‘You have not only raised the supply for 
the service of the current year, at the lowest 
rate of interest that has ever been known, but 
without laying any new burthen on my people: 
you have enabled me to discharge the debts of 
my Civil Government ; debts contracted by ne~ 
cessary and unavoidable expences, and in sup- 
port of such measures of government as have 
greatly increased the happiness of my people ; 
you have thereby shewo your just regard to 
my honvur, and the dignity of the crown. 


IO 

* Of Lord Chancellor King, who was nephew,,. 
on his mother’s side, to our great metaphysi- 
cian Mr. Locke, the following particulars are 
recorded on his monument in Ockham church, 
Surry, and in Collins's Peerage : . 

«* He was born in the city of Exeter, of wor- 
thy and substantial parents, but with a genius 
greatly superior to his birth. By his industry, 
prudence, learning and virtue, he raised him- 
self to the highest reputation, and to the most 
dignified employments in the state. He ap- 
plied himself to his studies in the Middle Tem- - 
ple, and to an exact and complete knowledga 
of all the branches of the law, he added the 
most extensive learning, theological and civil. 
He was chosen a member of the House of 
Commons in 1699, Recorder of the city of 
London in 1708, and, in the same year, had 
the honour of knighthood conferred on him by 
queen Anne. On the Accession of George the 
First in 1714, he was made Chief Justice of 
the Common Pleas. In 1725 he was created 
Baron King of Ockham, in Surry ; and raised 
to the post of Lord High Chancellar of Eng- 
land, which he beld also in the reign of George - 
the Second. But sinking into a paralytic dis- 
ease, under the labour and fatigues of this 
weighty place, he resigned it in November 1733, 
and died July 22, 1734, aged 65; a steady 
friend to true religion and liberty.” 

21 


433} 
«6 My Lords and Gentlemee ; 

¢ As all our public blessings are the happy 
effects of the general tranquillity we now epjoy, 
I cannot but express my satisfaction in the 
provision you have made for suppressing and 
preventing disturbances and commotions, in 
those parts where the peace of the kingdom 
might ae been most endangered. Nothing 
more remains necessary, than to tell you, that 
J enturely depend oa the faitbfyl discharge of 
your duties in your sevegal stations, and ao 
your constant care in your respective coun- 
tries, to preserve the peace and quiet of the 
public; but I know not how to part with you 
without first returning you my very, hearty 
thanks, for the many repeated instancea you 
have, in this session, given me of your duty 
and affection; all such returna may be exr 
pected from me, as can be made by the most 
Indulyent prince to an affectionate and loyal 
peuple.” 

Then the Speaker of the House of Lords, 
by his Majesty’s command, prorogued the 
parliament to the ist day of July following. 


PRINCIPAL OccURRENCES, DURING THE ReE- 
CEss.— Anights of the Bath revived.—. The 
King sets out for Hanever.—Ruiots in Scot- 
land.— Foreign ffuirs.—Treaty of Vienna.— 
Treaty of Hanover—The King’s stormy Pas- 
sage to England.| Presently after the eod 
of the session, the King revived the order of 
Knights of the Bath, of whom prince Willian 
was the first, and the dyke of Montague was 
appoioted grand imaster. Among the knights 
were sir Rabert Walpole, and his son the 
lord Walpole, The whole nuinber was 38, 
including the sovereign. Several promotions 
‘were likewise made. Mr. Methuen was ap- 
saad treasurer of the houshold, and the earl 

incola, cofferer in the room of Mr. Pulteney, 
William Bateman was created baron of Cal- 
more, in Ireland, and viscount Bateman. 
Soon after sir Robert Walpole was made 
Knight of the Garter.*. 


* On this event Walpole had the hononr of 
being congratulated by the author of the Night 
Thoughts, in a poem called the Instalment. 
The Poet commences in an exalted strain of 
panegyric, by invoking the shades of the de- 
ceased knights to descend from Heaven to 
assist at the inauguration of their new com- 
peer: 


Ye mighty dead, ye garter’d sons of praise ! 
Our morning stars! our boast in former days ! ‘ 
Which hov'’ring o’er, your purple wings display, 
Lur’d by the pomp of this distinguish’d day, 
Stoop and attend: by one the knee be bound 3 
One, throw the mantle’s crimson folds around ; 
By that, the sword on his proud thigh be plac'd, 
This, clasp the diamond girdle round his waist ; 
His breast, with rays, let just G.dolphin spread ; 
Wise Burleigh plant the plumage on his head ; 
Aud Edward own, since first he fix’d the race, 
None prest fair glury witha swilter pace.” 
Core’s Walpole. 
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The King having settled his a@airs in Eng- 
land, and appointed the lords justices, set out 
for Hanover the 3rd of June. 

The Scots, ever since the Union, had very 
unwillingly paid any of the taxes that hed been 
laid on the United Kingdom ; and had behaved 
on all such occasions, as if they thought them- 
selves injured, when they were obliged to con- 
tribute any thing towards the public expence. 
The enemies to the goverament failed not to 
feed this il] humour, aud, uoder celour of zeal 
for the old constitution, tq set the people 
against that, which was now established. The 
Malt-tax was most clamoured against; and it 
was foreseen, that it would aot be collected 
without peril te the officess. At Edinbargh 
indeed, the excisemep were suffered to take an 
account of the malsters’ stock in hand; but 
those at Glasgow were obliged to apply to the 
commissioners of tbe excise at Edinburgh for. 
protection and assistance, their lives being 
threatened, if they offered to visit the malk-. 
houses. The commissioners applied to major- 
vyeneral Wade, commander in chief of the forces 
in Scotland, who, on the g3rd of June, sent 
captain Bushel, with two companies -of sol- 
diers to Glasgow, where they arrived the next 
day in theevening. At their estraace into the 
town, they found a great mob of mep, women, 
and boys, who gave them abusive language, 
and threw stones at them, as they marched 
along the streets crying aloud, No Malt-tax. 
The officer desired them to forbear, for -he 
meant them no harm. The provost gaye bim- 
billets for quartering bis meno, but told him, he 
could not put him in possession of the guasd- 
room, because the rabble had lJocked it up, 
and carricd away the key, as soon as they 
heard the soldiers were coming. The officer, 
unwilling to exasperate them, by forcing open 
the door, ordered the guard to be kept ata. 
public house, which they hired for that purpose. 
About 11 o’clock that night, several thousands. 
of the mob got together about the house of Mr. 
Daniel Camphel, representative m parhament 
for Giasgow, threatening to plunder it. Upon 
which captain Bushel sent an othcer to the pro- 
vost, letting lum know. the mischief they de- 
signed to commit; and that he was ready with 
his men to assist him in preventing it. But 
his answer was, He thought the number of his 
soldiers too few, and therefore he would make 
no use of them. Thus the rabble, finding no 
opposition, nor even the appearance of a ma- 
gistrate to restrain their fury, with heschets and 
other instruments forced into the house, and 
turned out two or three of Mr. Campbel’s ser 
vants (he, with his wife, having the day before 
retired to bis country-house) avd fell to plun- 
dering every thing they could carry away, and 
destroying what was not portable, This not’ 
continued till nine the next murning, when seve- 
ral of the mob were lying drunk in the house, with 
the wine and liquors they found in the cellars, 
but the magistrates did: not get any of them se~ 
cured. The officers of the excise Ind them- 
selves as. well as they could: Some of them 
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fell into the hands of the mob, and with great 
difficulty escaped with their lives, after having 
been uomercifully beaten. The rabble were 
then pretty quiet, til! about fourin the afternoon, 
when they beyan to meet again; women, or 
men in womcns cloaths, beating drums about 
the streets to call them together. Captain 
Bushel, not knowing what their designs might 
be, ordered the soldiers to be near the guard- 
room, tvhich the provost had now caused to be 
opened: But the mob did not long keep their 
secret; for they advanced towards the guard, 
-erving, * Drive the dogs out of town: We will 
cat them to pieces.’ The officer said’ again 
* We mean you no hurt, but, if you continue 
‘to provoke the soldiers, we shall not be able to 
restrain them from firing at you.’ The tabble 
answered, ‘ You dare not fire with ball ;’ and 
continued throwing stones in such quantities, 
and so large, that they broke some of the locks 
of the soldiers pieces, and their bayonets, and 
_wounded several men. Upon which they 
were ordered to fire over the heads of the mob 
to frighten them; but they advanced still upon 
the soldrers, and throwing stones in greater 
quantities, the soldiers at last fired on them, 
and killed or wounded three or four, which 
made thet retire to some distance. In this 


sbort interval, the provost sent to captain. 


Bushel, desiring Iitm to save himself and his 
men, by retreating ovt of the town; for the 
rioters were collectiny all the arms they could ; 
and, if he did not march away, there would be 
more bloodshed. ‘The captain, taking his ad- 
vice, matched immediately for Dunbarton, 
being followed by great numbers of the mab, 
and that so closely, that he was forced to fire 
how and then to secure his retreat out of the 
town. Three or four bundred of them followed 
him six miles, but they durst mot come Up with 
him. He sent an officer from Dunbarton to 
Edinbargh, to give general Wade an account of 
what bad happened; and, on the 8th of July, 
the general, accompanied by Duncan Forhes, 
‘lord advocate, set out from Edinburgh, and at 
nooh the next day joined a body of forces, 
that had been ordered to draw together ona 
moor within two miles of Glasgow, consisting 
of four troups of horse, and a detachment of 
colonel Camphel’s dragoons ; eight compames 
of the earl of Deloraine’s regiment of foot; 
the earl of Stair’s regiment, and one of the 
new-raised Highland companies. The general 
wrote a letter to the magistrates to let them 
know he was coming ; and the next day, about 
two o'clock m the afternoon, entered the town ; 
the troops advancmg with silence and good 
order; and they were distributed to quarters 
without any distarbance. The two following 
days the excisemen were set to take an account 
of the malsters stock in hand, and had quiet ad- 
mittance. The rioters having endeavoured by 
‘circufar letters to every town of any note to 
excite tamults, the mob rose Jaly the 9th, at 
Elgin, attacked in the night-time three soldiers, 
who were posted centinels at a shop, wherein 
was @ quantity of brandy, that had been 
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seized by the Cnstorti-house officers, and obliged 
the soldiers to fire in their own defence, b 
which one of the rabble was killed. The sol- 
diers being overpowered were prt in prison by’ 
the magistrates ; and the mob immediately car- 
ried off the brandy. The malsters at Glasgow 
complied with the teritis of the act of parlia- 
nent. Many of the rioters were seized ; must 
of therh tear persons. Near an hundred wit- 
nesses Were exatiined, bat little or nothing was 
found against any of them: It was all laid on 
those, who fled, and on strangers. The gene- 
ral ard the ford atlvocate, having staid a week 
at Glaspow, returned to Edinburgh. The lord 
advocate cothmitted seventeen men and boys, 
and four orien, to prison. The provust, 
bailiffs, dean of guild, and deacoh couveener 
were also apprehended, and the next day, 
uhder a strong guard of dragoons, sent to Edit- 
burgh. When they came near the city, thete 
was avast concourse of people at such an uh- 
usual and anexpected sight, besides a great many 
merchants and men of note on horseback, who 
went out to meet them, and accompanied thein 
to the prison doors, the Glusgow mhgistrates 
being 1h coaches. They did not continue long: 
under confinement; for, this affair being 
brought before the lords justiciary, they were 
unanimous in their opihions, that they were in- 
nocent ; upon which they were immediately set 
at liberty. It was repotted, that the whole 
royal boroughs of Scottatid had cottie to a reso- 
lution td stand ott against payment of the malt- 
tax. But they were so far from doing it, that, 
the contention being assembled at Edinburgh 
on the 7th of July, they resolved to write a cir- 
cular lecter to each of the royal boroughs, to be 
sent by express, testifying the falshood of that 
report, ard their abhorrence of the thought of 


‘resisting or not paying due obedience to the 


law, which has enacted the levying of that tax, 
exhorting the magistrates and governors of each 
roval borough, to concur vigorously with tHe 
officers of the revenue, in the execution of the 
laws relating thereto, and in suppressing of all 


‘mobs, riots, and tumultuous assemblies ; and 
‘requiring them evéry where to use all diligence 


for the discovery of the authors of such mali- 
cious reports and sedrious practices ; ‘and to 
acquaint the annual committee of the convenes 
tion therewith, that the offenders might be pro- 
secuted, and bronght to deserved punishment 
at the snit of the convention, as disturbers of 
the public peace. ‘The rioters at Glasyow 
were brought to their trial before the court of 
justiciary, of which the earl of Ilay was chief; 
and, Walter Buchanan, William Hamiltoo, 
George Macfarlane, Patrick Mitchel, and Janet 
Balleny, being found guilty of the riot, the four 
men were, the next day, sentenced to be trans- 
ported, after they had been seourged at Glas- 
gow by the common hangman; and Bialleny, 
the woman, was sentenced to stand twice in 
the pillory there ; so that no capital punish 
ment was inflicted on any of these offenders. 
General W ade did likewise another very im- 
portant service to the public, by disarming, 
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pursuant to the act of parliament, the bigh- 
landers, Mackenzies, Macdonalds, Grants of 
Glenmoriston, Macleods, Chisholms, Stewarts, 
Camerons, Macphersons, Mackintoshes, Mac- 
gregors, Gordons, Farqularsons, Mactarlans, 
aud other claus, their tribes and followers; as 
also the inhabitants of the isles of Sky and 
Mull; the arms amounting to between two and 
three thousand. The companies of the sol- 
diers lett in tre highlands were so posted, that 
they possessed al! the considerable passes and 
thereby prevented the stealing of cattle. 

As to fureign aduirs, there were great altera- 
tions abroad this year. Mention has been 
made of the marriage of Lewis, prince of Astu- 
nas, with the duke of Orleaus’s second daugh- 
ter, and of king Philip’s resiguation of the 
crown to lis sun, It has heen also related, 
how Lewis XV. of France was married ta the 
infanta of Spain; and madamuiselle de Beau- 
Jolois, anotuer of tte duke of Orleans’s daugli- 
ters, to don Carlos, infant of Spain by hing 
Philip’s second wite. The first marriage was 
consummated, but soou after dissolved by the 
death of Lewis king of Spain. Upon bis de- 
cease, his father, king Philip, resumed the 
crowo. In the beyinuing of March 1724-5, 
the French king, who could never gain upon 
himself to be tolerably civil to the young in- 
fanta, declared his resolution to send her back 
into Spain. This was so highly resented by 
the court of Spain, particularly by the Queen, 
that it was resolved to send back to France 
madamoiselle de Beaujolois, whose marriage 
with don Carlos was yet unconsummated ; 
which was accordingly done, and at the same 
ume the mfanta was sent to Madrid, the Spa- 
nish ministers, the marquis de Monteleone, and: 
Patrick Lawless (the Pretender’s agent in Eny- 
Jand in queen Anne's reign) returned with her. 

The queen of Spain's resentment did not end 
here. She resolved the. French should inter- 
middle no more in the Spanish affairs, and 
ofiered to adjust her differences with the em- 
peror (for which the congress of Cambray had 
been appointed) under the sole mediation of 
Great-Biitain, This offer was refused by kmg 
George upon many accounts. The emperor 
was so fur from seeking the sole mediation 
of Great Britain, with the same warmth as 
Spsin, that he shewed such a coolness oa the 
Occasinn, as not only indicated a jealousy, but 
foretold an unsuccessiul issue in case it was 
assumed, besides, the accepting of it, in order 
to graufy the passions of the queen of Spain, 
must have disoblived France, with whom, ever 
since the death of Lewis XIV, the British court 
had contracied the strictest friendship. ‘The 
same motive still subsisted, that had induced 
king George to enter into a reciprocal confi- 
cence with that crown, the title of the house of 
Ovleans to tiat monarchy in virtue of the treaty 
of Utrecht. The young king was as yet a 
minur, aod unmarried, and the duke of Bour- 
bon, prime minister of France, who solely yuid- 
ed the helm, was next iv reversion to the crown, 
alter the young duke of Orleans, then unmar- 
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ried, and of a weak constitution. The cool- 
ness therefore of the emperor, the engagement . 
with France, and the prospect of disuniting for 
ever the house of Bourhon, by means of the 
branches of Orleans and Condé, induced king 
George not to accept the sole mediatiun, at 
the hazard of losing france, without any ap- 
pearance of gaining, or, it pained, of keeping 
Spain one moment tixed to iis mterest or al- 
hance. Upon the King’s refusal of the sole 
mediation, the cmperor and queen of Spain 
resolved to adjust their differences by a secret 
hegociation, ‘This was nanaged on the part of 
Spain by the baron de Ripperda, a Dutchman, 
who had abandoned the Protestant religion, 
and entered into the Spanish service. The 
first treaty of Vienna was soon concluded, and 
sigired the 30th of April, and, the next day, a 
Urgaty of commerce was also signed. I[t was 
urged, that, the mediators having for several 
years in vain endeavoured to reconcile the 
emperor and king of Spaia, they resolved to 
do it by thesnselves without the intervention of 
any other power, especially since France had 
attronted Spain, by sending back the infanta, 
and England had refused to continue ber me> 
diation at Cambray without France. 

By these Treaties, the emperor acknow- 
ledges Philip V. as lawful king of Spain and the 
Indies, and promises nqt tn molest him in the 
possession of the dominions secured to him by 
the treaty of Utrecht, nor to appropriate to 
himself any right to them. King Philip, an 
his part, renounces all his pretensions to the 
dominions in Italy andthe Netherlands, ad- 


judged to the emperor by the treaty of London, 


in July 1722. The emperor grants (without 
the consent of the empire) the invesuture of 
the dukedoms of Tuscany, Parma, and Pla- 
centia, to the queen uf Spain’s eldest son, in 
case these dukedoms should be vacant for want 
of heirs; the determination*of king George and 
the regent of France in the treaty of London, 
that they are musculine fiefs of the empire, 
being taken for granted. Spain agreed to 
guarantee the succession of the Austrian do- 
minions according to the pragwatic sanction. 
By the treaty of commerce, the emperor's 
subjects were to have commercial advantages 
in Spain, to which no others were entitled; 
Spain was to guarantee the Ostend trade to the 
Fast Indies, ang pay an annual subsidy of 
about four-millions of pieces of eight. 

The treaty of peace was not liable to an 
great objection, though the article, by whic 
Spain agreed to guarantee the succession of the 
Austrian dominions, according to the prag- 
matic sanction, gave some room to suspect, it 
was to operate in favour of Spain. " And there- 
fore it did not alarm the other states, but it 
was not the same with the treaty of commerce, 
which was so much to the advantage of Eng- 
land and Holland, particularly with regard to 
the privileges granted to the Ostend India 
Company. ; ; 

But, besides these treaties, king George had 
reason to suspect that another, much more rg- 
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-pugnant to the interest of Great Britain, was 
alsoconcluded. Tis suspicion was afterwards 
confirmed, not only by some indiscreet expres- 
sions of Ripperda, but by the most positive in- 
telligence from different persons, all capable of 
knowing the truth, and all concurring in the 
most material facts. By this third treaty, 
which was carefully concealed, it was declared 
that the Spanish minister having represented 
that the king of Great Britain had promised 
the resticution of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, 
and that the king of Spain did insist apon it, 
the emperor would concur in employing force 
for restoring Gibraltar to Spain, if it could not 
he amicably effected. King George had more- 
over cause to believe, that several other points 
of stall more dangerous consequence, were 
settled between the emperur and Spain, parti- 
cularly that the two arch-duchesses should be 
married to the infants of Spain, and that means 
should be taken for placing the Pretender on 
the throne. This last article the king was 
informed of by a person of great rank, vera- 
city, and credit, though the emperor himself 
ordered bis miuisters ta give, in his name, the 
must solemn denial of the fact. It must indeed 
be owned, -that the duke of Bavaria received 
likewise assurances equally strong from the 
ministers of Vienna, that nothing bad been 
trapsacted between the emperor and the court 
of Madrid, releting to the marriage of an arch- 
duchess tu a prince of Spain, though it was 
afierwards owned by the imperial ministers, 
aud the execution of it openly demanded by 
those of Spain. And it may here be observed, 
that, if those marriages bad taken place, and 
the French king and the prince of Asturias at 
that time, both princes of weak constitutians, 
had died without issue, it would have laid the 
foundation for the most formidable power ever 
known in Europe, by uniting together in 
one sovereign al] the dominions belonging to 
the houses of Austria and Bourbon. 

In consequence of these treaties between the 
emperor and Spain, great sums, amounting to 
about a million sterling, were remitted in six 
months, from the signing of them by Spain, to 
Vienna. The court of Vienna gave immedi- 
ately the necessary orders for an augmentation 
of their own forces, with thirty thousand men, 
and took immediately into their pay thirty 
thousand more. Negotiations were-set on 
fuot for engaging other powers in support of 
their cause ; and particularly Russia, by her 
accession, was to furnish thirty thousand men. 

King George, justly alarmed at these pro- 
ceedings, resolved to take such precautions, as 
were Jikely to defeat the pernicious designs of 
the new allies. The court of Vienna had be- 
haved with uncommon coolness towards the 
court of London, ever since the. accession of 
king George. The emperor, whether out of 
some old personal enmity to the king, or from 
his jealousy of seeing a Protestant prince of 
Germany become sovereign of a powerful na- 
tion, behaved with great indifference, and in a 
very contradictory manner towards him on 
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many occasions. - He refused to guaranty the 
succession in his line, and denied him the in- 
vestiture of the duchies of Bremen. and Ver- 
den, which he had a right to demand and ex- 
pect, as a purchaser and member. of the em- 
pire. To this may be added, the late erection 
and support of the Ostend India company, in 
violation of treaties, which greatly affected the 
British commerce ‘to the East-Indies, and 
against, which the whole nation made loud 
complaints, Led by these motives, the treaty 
of Hanover was projected by king George, to 
check the ambitious views of tbe emperor and 
king (or rather queen) of Spain, who, from 
being irreconcileable enemies, ran into each 
other’s arms voluntarily, tying themselves down 
by treaty to the closest and strictest friendship. 
The king succeeded in bis design, and @ treat 
was concluded in September between England, 
France, and Prussia, in the usual forms of a 
defensive alliance, with a mutual guaranty to 
protect the respective countries rights and pri- 
vileges, those of commerce in particular, which 
the parties enjoyed or ought to enjuy, as well 
out of as in Europe; which had a view to the 
Ostend company.. There was nothing in the 
treaty that reflected directly or implicitly upon 
the conduct of any other power: Nor was 
there any expression to be found in it, nor in- 
ference from it, or from the consequent mea- 
sures, to shew it was projected to increase the 
dominions and claims of the electorate of 
Hanover, or to involve Great-Britain in the 
quarrels of that electorate, or could give. of- 
fence to any but those who intended to offend. 
The treaty was to last fifteen years. There 
were three separate articles: The first related 
to the affair of Thorn, and was an engagement - 
to procure satisfaction for what had been done 
contrary to the treaty of Oliva. By the se- 
cond the two kings electors engaged, in case 
the emperor declared war against France, not 
only to furnish their quota of troops, but to act 
in concert with his most Christian Majesty, 
By the third, France consented, that, if the 
empire declared against her, the two electors 
kings might furnish their quota, provided they 
furnished no more, and fulfilled their engage- 
ments to his most Christian Majesty. Thus 
was concluded the Treaty of Hanover, which 
has been painted in more invidious colours, 
than any transaction during the reign of king 
George. 

. The King, having settled affairs abroad set 
out from Hanover on the 18th of December, 
O.S. and came to Helvoet-Sluyce, where sir 
John Norris waited with the convoy and yachts, 
and where he embarked on board the Carolina 
yacht on New-year’s-day, about ane in the af- 
ternoon. Towards seven that evening there 
arose a most violent storm with rain and hail, 
wich separated the shipsone from another, 
except one man of war, commanded by cap- 
tain Dancey, who kept company with the 
king’s yacht, on board which was sir John 
Norris, . The tempest continued so high, and 
the sea 30 boisterous, for thirty six-hours, that 
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the whole fleet was in the utmost danger. On 
the 3d of January, the yachts and men of war 
were near Dover; and one of the yachts, 
with some of the king’s attendants, entered the 
river; but it was thought more advisable, that 
the king should land at Rye, where he arvived 
about noon. The king went immediately imto 
the small buat, the tide being down; and, as 
soun as he could reach a horse, which captain 
Pigram had brought him, he mounted it, rode 
by the wall,and over the new bridge. The 
mayor, Mr. Lambe, and the jurats, in their 
formalities, with the neighbouring gentiemen, 
attended the king, whoabghted at the mayor's 
house, being saluted all the way with loud 
huzza's and acclamations, He was extremely 
fatigued, having eat nothing since the day he 
embarked. The lord Townshend and hislady, 
who werein the Mary yacht, kept company 
with the king, and with some difficulty landed 
at the same p'ace. On the 4th of January, a 
messenger, Gispatched by the lord Townshend, 
arrived at the Cock-pit, with the agreeable 
news of the king’s sate landing at Rye, from 
whence he intended to have set out for Lon- 
don on the 6th; but, the roads in that part of 
the country being unsafe from the fall of snow, 
it was found necessary to give orders for the 
clearing of the ways; which done, the king 
began his journey the next day, and having 
erossed the water from Rye, at a place called 
the point, lay that night at Hythe, the next at 
Sittingburne; and on the 9th arrived in good 
health at St. James’s*. 


FOURTH SESSION OF THE SIXTH PAR- 
- LIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


The King’s Speech at the Opening of the Ses- 
sion +] January 20, 1726. ‘The Parliament 


* Tindal. 

- +“ Your lordship’s letter, with adraft of the 
King’s Speech, came to us yesterday. I will 
certainly consider it in the best manner § am 
able, and be ready to give you my puor thoughts 
wpon it by letter, or upon your arrival. But 
Ht is necessary that I should suggest to your 
lordship, that if the parhament is to be opened 
in that manner, and the measures are to be put 
in execution, which seem resolved by the tenure 
of your lordship’s several dispatches transmitted 
tothe duke of Newcastle, which I have pe- 
rused since my return from the country, it wall 
be advisable, if his Majesty can order his aft 
fairs accordingly, that the parhament should 
set about the middle of January. For the 
opening of the parlmment in that manner, will 
immediately affect the credit 1m some degree, 
which in such cases being always worse at first, 
than after a little time and consideration, may 
probably make it necessary for me a little ta, 
vary my schemes of the supply, and not-ven- 
ture upon the strength of credit, which } bave 
lntherte depended upon. : 
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being met at Westminster, pursuant to their 
last prorogation, the King went to the House of 
Peers with the usual state, and the Commons 
being come thither, his Majesty by the mouth 
ot the Lord High Chancellor, nade the follow- 
ing Speech to both Houses : 


“ Mv Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘¢ T have lind such frequent experience of the 
wisdom and zeal of this parlian.ent, on man 
important occasions, that it is with Siessurel 
now meet you avaw, and I make no ‘doubt 
but that your endeavours for the good and ser- 
vice of your country will be as successful as 
they have hitherto been. 

‘©The distressed condition of some of our 
Protestant brethren abroad, and the negocia- 
tions and engagements entered into by some 
foreign powers, which seem to have laid the 
foundation of new troubles and distarbances 
in Europe, and to threaten my subjects with 
the luss of several of the most advantayeous 
branches of their trade, obliged me without an 
loss of time, to concert with other powers, sich 
measures, as might give a check to the am- 
bitious views of those, who are endeavouring 

‘¢ This leads me to tell you, that the rumours 
of war begin now to obtain pretty much, and 
bave their effects upon the stocks, which, as it 
unavoidable, we must expect and provide ac- 
cordingly, bat at the same time, not to take 
any steps which are not immediately necessary, 
and which in point of tine, will be as effectual 
to all intents and purposes. 1 speak this in re- 
gard to fitting out ships, and manving squadrons, 
for itis most certain, that in three months, all 
that can possibly be wanted, may as certainly 
be got ready as in twelve imonths; and one or 
two such squadrons as are talked of, may cer- 
tainly be had and got ready in all particulars, 
except seamen, which will at all times be an 
unequal difhculty, as well although delayed tll 
the beginning of the next year, asif orders were 
immediately given. 

‘* Its fit you should likewise be acquarnted, 
that the Pulteneys build great hopes upon the 
dificulties they promise themselves will arise 
from the foreign affairs, and especially from the 
Hanover treaty. I ha:l a curiosity to open 
some of their letters, and find them fall of this 
language. The last foreign mail brought a let- 
ter from count Staremberg to William. Pul- 
teney, giving him great expectations of the ma- 
terials he shoald furmsb him with, when it 
imght be done with safety, aud very strong in 
geperal terms upon what is transacting with 
you. Wise Daniel fills all his inland eorres- 
pondence with reflections of the same kind, and 
gives all their fools great hopes of domg won- 
ders: their two only topics are the crvil list 
and the Hanover treaty ; but I cannot learn 
they have gamed a man but nghteoos sir 
Joseph [Jekyll.} Ian, with great truth. and 
affection.” Sir Robert Waipole to Lord Towns- 
hend, Nov, @)—-Dec. 10, 1725. See Coxe’s 
Walpole. “> & 7 
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to render themselves formidable, and put a 
stop to the farther progress of such dangerous 
designs. . For these ends I have entred into a 
defensive Alliauce with the most Christian King 
and the king of Prussia, to which several other 

wers and particularly the States-General 
bie been invited to accede, and I have not 
the least reason to doubt of their concurrence. 
This Treaty shall in a short time be laid be- 
fore you. ; 

“ By these means, and hy your support and 
ssistance, I trust in God, I shall be able not 
only to secure to ny subjects the enjoyment of 
many valuable rights and privileges long since 
acquired to them by the most solemn treaties, 
but effectually to preserve the peace and ba- 
lance of Europe, the only‘view and end of all 
my endeavours. — | 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

“} bave ordered the Estimates for the ser- 

vice of this year to be prepared and laid betore 


have ta pot my subjects to an extraordinary 
expeoce by any unnecessary precautions, are 
formed upon the foot of employing no greater 
 Qvmber of forces, than was thought necessary 
the last year; for which, if the Supplies you 
give shall be fully and effectually raised, I shall 
beeaabled to have a strong fleet at sea early in 
the spring. If the posture of affairs shall at any 
tme make it necessary to augtnept our mari- 
ume foree, I confide so entirely in the zeal and 
afection of my parliament, that I assure myself 
you will enable me to make such an addition 
tothenumber of Seamen, as shall be found 
reqaisite. ~ 3 
My Lords and Gentiemen, 

“It is not to be doubted, but the enemies to 
my government will conceive hopes, that some 
favourable o nity for renewing their at- 
tempts may offer from the prospect of new 
troubles and commotions : they are already 
very busy by their instruments and emissaries 
in these courts, whose measures seem most to 
farour their purposes, -in. soliciting and pro- 
moting the cause of the Pretender; but I per- 
ssede myself, notwithstanding the countenance 
and encogragement they may have received, or 
fetter themselves with, the provision you shall 
make for the safety and Uefence of the kingdom 
will effectually secure us from any attempts 
frew abroad, and render all such projects vain 
aad abortive. 

“ When the world shall see that you will not 
suffer the British crown ard nation to be me- 
baced and msulted, those, who most envy the 
Present happiness and tranquillity of this king- 
dom, and are endeavouring to make us sub- 
srvient to their ambition,’ will consider their 
Own interest and circumstances, before they 
Wake any attempt upon so brave a people, 
Mrengthened and saopported by prudent and 
Powerful alliances, and, though desirous to pre- 
serve the peace, able and ready to defend them- 
selves against the efforts of all azgressors. 

resolutions and such: measures timely 
taken, J am satisfied, are- the most effectual 


means of preventing a war, and continuing to 
us the blessings of peace and prosperity.” — 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.] His Ma- 
jesty being withdrawn, the Lords unanimously 
voted the following Address of Thanks : 

“¢ Most gracious Sovereign, - 

“¢ We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to re- 
turn your Majesty our most hearty thanks for 
your most gracious Speech from the throne, 
and with hearts full of inexpressible joy to con- 
gratulate your Majesty upem your happy re- 
turn in safety to your kingdom. ©: 

“We cannot without the highest satisfac- 
tion reflect upon your Majesty’s concern for 


distressed Protestant brethren abroad; our 


most zealous endeavours shall never be want- 
ing, that your Majesty’s pious interposition for 


them may produce the most desired effects, 
you, which, from an unwillingness I always | 


‘“‘ We thankfully acknowledge your Majesty’s 
exceeding goodness and condescension, in ac- 
quainting us with the Defensive Alliance lately 
made by your Majesty for preventing the ill 
consequences, which might otherwise attend 
the Negociations and Engagements entered 
into by other potentates, to the apparent pre- 
judice of this kingdom ; and for your Majesty’s 
gracious assurance, that it should be soon laid 
before us. Nothing can be more vain than — 
for any foreign powers to entertain the hopes 
of rendering themselves formidable to Britain ; 
your Majesty having strengthened yourself by 
such powerful alliances, the resolution and 
fidelity of your subjects being so well known, 
and the late marks of their valour not yet worn 
out. We most humbly intreat yeur Majesty 
to believe, that our lives are not dearer to us, 
than your Majesty’s honour; and that your 
Majesty may, at all times, with certainty de 
pend-upon our stronyest efforts, to maintain 


and defend it against all powers whatsoever, 


who can so far delude themselves, as to ima- 
gine that they may with safety insult and me- 
nace the British crown or nation. 

* It is no surprize to us, that the enemies to 
your Mnjesty’s person and government are la- 
bouring to disturb the peace of this kingdom, if 
they can flatter themselves with the prospect 
of any new troubles or commotionsin Europe. 

‘© We can easily beheve that at such a junc- 
ture, new schemes and. solicitations are daily 
making by the most profligate and abandoned: 
of them, to revive the expiring cause of the 
Pretender ; all which, we assure ourselves, can 
have no other effect, than to hasten his destruc- 
tion, and the utter ruin of all bie perjured ad- 
herents. ; ; 

“Your Majesty's constant and unwearied . 
endeavours to perpetuate to us the blessing 
of that happy: tranquillity we now enjoy, and: 
to maintain the general peace and balance of 
Europe, to preserve the trade of this nation, and 
to secure to your people the many valuable 
rights and privileges, to which they are entitled . 
by the most solemn treaties ; oblige us to all 
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imaginable returns of duty and gratitude, and 
leave us no room to doubt, when we consider 
the prudent measures your Majesty bas taken 
for attaining those great ends, but thatall your 
Majesty’s endeavours, will, by the blessing of 
God thereupon, notwithstanding any attempts 
to the cuntrary, be crowned with success.” 


The King’s Answer.] His Majesty’s Answer 
was as follows: 


és My Lords; ° 

“¢T heartily thank you for this very affection- 
ate and loyal Address; the world may be con- 
vinced by it, bow fixed and immovable all your 
purposes and resolutions are to maintain my 
bonour, and promote the true interest of your 
country: You may be assured of my constant 
endeavours to support the Protestant religion, 
to preserve the peace and balance ot power in 
Europe, to prevent any encroachment on the 
trade of my subjects, and on ail uccasions to 
increase their happiness.” 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.] The 
Commons being returned to their House, and 
Mr. Speaker having reported his Majesty’s 
Speech, sir Robert Suttun, knight of the shire 
for Nottingham, moved, and being seconded, it 
was resolved, “That an humble Address be 
presented to his Majesty for his gracious 


' Speech ;* and a Committee was appointed to 


draw up an Address upon the said Resolution: 
which was accordingly the next day repurted to 
the House, and agreed to. , 

Jan. 22. The same was presented to his 
Majesty by the whole House as follows : 


“< Most Gracious Sovereign, 

“We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in par- 
liament assembled, beg leave most unfeignedly 
to congratulate your Majesty's safe and happy 
arrival in this kingdom. Nothing can equal 
the dread and anxiety which filled the breasts 
uf your good people, whilst your Majesty’s sa- 
cred person was exposed to the perils of tem- 
pestuous seas *; but the universal joy that 


* To the King’s Escape, the author of the 
Night Thoughts alludes in bis seventh Satire : 


- While sea and air, great Brunswick! shook 
our state, 

And sported with our king’s and kingdom’s fatc, 

Depriv'd of what she lov’d, znd pre-s'd by fear 

Of ever losing what she held most dear; 

How did Britannia, like Achilles, weep, 

And tell her surrows to the kindred deep ! 

Hang o'er the floods, and, in devotion warm, 

Surive, for thee, with the surge, and fight the storm! 

What felt thy Walpole, pilot of the realm | 

Our Palinusus slept not at the hekn. 

His eyes ne'er closed, long since enurel to wake, 

And eutwatch every star fer Brunswick's sake: 

By thwarting passions tost, by cares opprest, 

He found the tempest pictur’d in his breast. 

Bat now, what joys that gloom of heart dispel, 

No powers of lauguage—but his own can tell ; 

His own, which nature and the graces form, 

At will to raise or hush tbe civil storm.” 


just sense and value we have 


was instantly diffused throughout the kingdom, 
upon the welcome news of your Majesty's be- 
ing safely landed on the British shore. 

“We return your Majesty our humblese 
thanks for your most gracious Speech from the 
throne; and cannot suthciently acknowledge 
your Majesty's great attention and care for the 
preservation of the peace and prosperity of this 
nation, and the general tranquiliity of Lurope. 

‘The tender regard and compassion, which 
your Majesty has expressed for the distressed 
Protestants abroad, will’ give great satisfaction 


' to all, whose protession of the same reliziun 


must inspire them with a just resentment of the 
injuries and persecutions which they sutier tur 
the sake of it. 

‘“ Your Majesty’s vigilance in watching over 
and disconcerting the ambitious views and de- 
signs of those, that are endeavouring to render 
themselves formidable; your wisdum in early 
forming and entering into alliances with powers 
best able to withstand the common danger, 
and to puta stop to the farther progress of ihe 
Negotiations carrying on by other powers, and 
your particular concern for the trade and com- 
merce uf these nations, call upon us for all pos- 
sible returns of duty and gratitude. 

“ And that your Majesty’s unwearied endea- 
vours tor the particular interests of your own 
subjects of these kingdoms, and for preventing 
a war, may have their desired ettect, we, your 
Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal Commons, 
promise and assure your Majesty, that we will 
with the greatest cheerfulness, unanimity and 
dispatch, .so etlectually raise the supplies for 
this year, that your Majesty may be enabled 
tn have a strong fleet at sea early in the spring, 
sufficient to protect aud defend the kingdom, 
to disappoint the hopes of the enemies to your 
Majesty's government, and resent any insults 
and attempts that may be vainly projected and 
undertaken. 

‘It is not to be wondered at, that in the low 
state to which the affairs of the Pretender are 
reduced, his emissaries and instruments shculd 
be waiting for every opportunity, that has the 
appearance of being favourable to their lan-_ 
guishing cause; and as they have been very 
busy in foreign courts, the disaffected and dis- 
contented here have not been less industrious, 
by false rumours and suggestions to fill the 
minds of the people with groundless fears and 
alarms, in order to affect the public credit, and 
hy distressing the government, give encourage- 
ment to the enemies of our peace. 

““ But we promise ourselves that the pru- 
dence, temper and resolution of those that 
truly consult their own interest, aud wish well 
to their country, will, on the one hand, 
prevent and obviate the mischiefs that, bv too 
great credulity and vain fears, they may bring 
upon themselves ; and on the other hand, we 
are determined to convince the world, that af 
those who most envy oar present happiness 
and tranquillity, shall so fad abies upon the 

or these inestima- 
ble blessings, as still tu pursue their desperate 
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measures; bow desirous soever we may be of 

, we will not suffer your Majesty and the 

itish nation to be insulted ; but that we will, 

to the utmost of our pewer, as the exigency and 

necessity of affairs shall require, stand by and 

support your Majesty against all attempts to 
disturb the public repose.” 


The King’s Answer.] To this Address his 
Majesty returned the following Answer ; 


«¢ Gentlemen, 

" &T return you my thanks for tnis dutiful 
and loyal Address. I make no doubt but you 
will soon be sensible of the good effect of this 
seaonable vigour and resolution. You may 
be assured, that I will make ao use of the con- 
fidence you repose in me, but for preserving to 
us the blessings of peace, and for promoting 
the honour and interest of this kingdom.” 


A Supply voted.} Jan. 22. The Commons 
took into consideration his Majesty’s Speech 
to both Houses, and a motion being made fora 
Sapply, the same was referred to the Grand 
Committee on the 24th instant. 


Jan. 24. The Commons went into a Grand 
Committee, to consider of the motion for grant- 
inga Supply to his Majesty, which was upa- 
auimously resolved upon. 


Debate in the Commons on the Number of the 

Lend Forces.} Jan. 28. The House having 
resolved itself into a Grand Committee, consi- 
dered farther of the Supply, and in particular 
of the charge of the guards, garrisons, and 
other his Majesty’s land forces in Great Bri- 
tain, for the year 1726. 
' Mr. Henry Peiham opened the debate, and 
moved, That provision be made for the same 
famber of men, for guards, garrisons, and land 
forces, for the year 1726, as were provided for 
the last year. This was opposed by 

Mr. Shippen, who thereupon stood up, aad 
spoke as follows : 


Mr. Speaker, | 
_ My sentiments concerning a Standing Army 
mm time of peace are well known here, and it 
may seem unnecessary, perhaps be thought im- 
pertinent, in me to debate anew on a worn and 

ed topic, when other gentlemen who 
entertain the same sentiments, are pleased to 
be silent. Bat surely the question before you 
8 not become a motion of course; surely as 
long as the grievance is continued on one hand, 
so long there is a right of complaint on the 
other; and that complaint, I should think, 
may without offence be continued, till it can 
be proved, that the British government is in its 
Bature military, Or ought to be made so. 

Ido not intend to trouble you with what I 
bave fonnerly. urged, or to use any argument 
drawn from the expence and burthen, or from 
the terror and oppression which have been 
brought upon this and other nations, by raising 
wad keeping up a greater number of forces than 
Were absolutely necessary in time of peace: 
not but that the gradations by which armies, 

Vox. VIII. y 
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witb all their inconveniences, have been first 
introduced into free states, and afterwards im- 
posed upon them, ought to be had in perpetual 
remembrance. We ought never to forget, that 
such steps have been usually taken to gratify 
the views of ambitious princes, to carry on the 
schemes of evil ministers, to terrify parliaments 
into obedience, and to make the members of 
them dumb spectators of the miseries of their 
country. 

_ I will not insist on these arguments, however 
just in themselves, however proper on other 
occasions, because they would be unapplicable 
to the present situation of our affairs. For we 
have a Prince, whose only aim is to continue 
to us the blessings of peace and plenty; we 
have a ministry, whose merits are above m 
commendations; we have a parliament, whi 
acts with a spirit superior to all influences and 
to all temptations. Besides, every year has its 
particalar circumstances, und those particular 
circumstances ought to guide our resolutions, 
when we are mahiog our annual parliamentary 
provisions for the public service. I thought 
our circumstances both at home and abroad, 
were so prosperous the last session, that we 
migit without hazard Lave disbanded at least 
the 4,000 augmentation-troops. But the ma- 
jority of the House was of another opinion. 
There was then, indeed, a rendezvous, though 
not a formed congress, of plenipotentiaries, vy- 
ing with each other in the splendour of their 
equipages and the magnificence of their enters 
tainments at Cambray, which had for some 
time employed our speculations, and promised. 
great events to the world. And it was thought 
good policy to shew the negotiating powers, by 
continuing our army, that if they would not 
accept his Majesty’s plan for settling the ba- 
lance of power, and for establishing the tran- 
quillity of Europe, Great Britain was ready to 
do ber part towards compelling them to a com- 
pliance. But that policy proved ineffectual, 
and that negotiation appears at last to have 
wanted substance, as well as form,and to have 
produced nothing to Great Britain but an in- 
ease of the Civil List Debt, as we were given 
to understand the last sessivn, in a debate on 
that subject, by one that knew the secret. 

But we are uow told, tbat prudent and 
powerful alliauces are actually made, and that 
what was on attempted at Cambray, has been 
fully accomplished at Herenbausen. Nor can 
there be any doubr, but that his Majesty’s ex- 
tensive care over all his foreign and domestic 
concerns, but that his alternate residence here 
and abroad, as it hath procured, so it would, 
with the advice of a good ministry, and with- 
out the aid of a great army, preserve to us, 
through the whole course of his reign, that se- 
curity and those blessings we now enjoy. For, 
whether at home or abroad, his mfluence is ir- 
resistible, because his counsels are wise, and his 
designs are just. Nor am I altered in this opi- 
nion by what has happened at Giasgow in Scot 
land, or at Thorn in Poland. 

For, if I am rightly informed, the tumult at 
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Glasgow was no more than a mob, cemposed 
chiefly of women, a mere mock resemblance of 
an Amazonian army, that might have been 
quelled by the interposition of the civil autho- 
rity, without recourse to that military vengeance, 
which was executed there. Such commotions 
we see arise almost in every nation, when the 
occasions of the public call for new and extra- 
ordinary taxes ; and yet they are generally de- 
spised, as impotent efforts against established 
overnments, and left to be punished by the 
aws of the country. But, now all 1s quiet, 
now all is safe in Scotland; not the least mur- 
mur is heard against the administration: the 
Highland clans have been disarmed without any 
disturbance; they rejoice, we are told, in their 
submission, and are brought to a perfect sense 
of their duty to his Majesty, by the obliging 
behaviour and prudent conduct of the general, 
whose province it was to enforce the act of 
parliament against them. 

As to the important affair of Thorn; which, 
by the way, was no act of retaliation, as some, 
who neither consider the circumstance of time 
nor things, would insinuate, but the effect of a 
spirit of agape we are assured that his 
Majesty has done more towards obtaining the 
desired satisfaction for the barbarous aid un- 
christian cruelties committed there, and gained 
greater concessions from the Catholic princes, 
by his pacific mediation, and by his personal 
interest, than he could probably have done hy 
rougher resorts, by threatening, or even by en- 
tering into, a religious war. Nor can malice 
itself suppose, that, whilst he is resenting the 
violation of treaties; he would do any thing, 
that would but look like an infraction of the 
limitation in the act of succession, which re- 
‘strains the crown from involving Great Britain 
in any foreign disputes, except where her own 
inpmediate interests and alliances are concerned. 

I hope we conceive no )ll omens, I hope we 
have no apprehensions, from the French king’s 
marriage to the daughter of the pretender to 
the crown of Poland; no distrust, that such an 
alliance can shake our late Protestant Treaty 
with that young prince; no jealousy, that he 
will follow the example of the emperor and the 
king of Spain, by engaging in a clandestine 
league, without our knowledge, and to our pre- 
judice. I must own, that would be a melan- 
‘choly consideration, For then an army of 
twice 18,000 inen would not be sufficient te de- 
fend that cause, which his Majesty has hitherto 
asserted, with so much glory to himself, with 
so much advantage to the Protestant part of 

-Europe. 
’Twas a notorious saying, and the avowed 
licy of one of our late famous statesmen, who 
‘hhved till after the Revolution, and was thought 
& secret instrument in it, that, notwithstanding 
the noise and clamour of the people against 
soldiers in time of peace, the easiest and best 
" way of governing England was by an army; 
“and that a minister so guarded might prosecute 
his own measures with safety and success, and 
soon make the boasting asgertors of liberty and 
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property, as tame as a flock of turkies, and 
drive them which way he pleased. This gives 
us a true idea of sore sorts of modern policy, 
and of the insolence of that oan in authority, 
who ruined his prince by the very methods he 
would have enslaved his fellow subjects ; but 
not of the genius of the people of England. 
For he found another spirit in them; he found, 
they perpetually struggled with him in defence 
of the church and state, when he was endea- 
vouring to sacrifice both, as he did his own ho- 
nour and conscience, in order to erect an arbi- 


‘trary and unlimited dominion in these king- 


doms. Nor could they endore his return into 
power after the Revolution, though he was 
countenanced by king William himself, and 
though his meritorious perfidy was strongly 
pleaded in Its favour. But they continued 
their opposition to him, till they had accom- 
plished his disgrace ; and still his memory is as 
detestable, as his administration was wicked, 
though he neither aggrandized his family, nor 
augmented his estate by the spoils of the public. 

' Now we are to hope the military principles 
of this statesman are dead with him, and we 
are sure good ministers can never pursue the 
maxims of bad ones, because the means of 
their actions must necessarily be as differént, as 
the ends are. ‘Tis therefore unintelligible to 
me, how the keeping up an army in time of 
peace, which has formerly been thought crimi- 
nal advice in ministers, as being incompatible 
with our constitution, should now be annually 
recommended to Parliament by our modern 
patriots, as the only method of securing us 4a 
the possession of our laws and liberties. I say, 
this is unintelligible to me, and till the seeming 
paradox can be reconciled to reason, I must 
beg leave constantly to oppose questions of this 
nature. 

Mr. Shippen was supported by Mr. Heysbam, 
Mr. Hungerford, and others, who insisted on 
the reducing the 4,000 men that were raised 
some years ago, upon an extraordinary occasion, 
and which were now become altogether unne- 
cessary, since on the one hand Great Britain 
enjoyed at present a happy and perfect tran- 
quillity, which seemed firmly secured by the 
late disarming of the highlands of Scotland ; 
and, on the other hand, it having already been 
unanimously resolved, to enable his Majesty to 
have a strong fleet at sea early in the spring, 
this they thought sufficient for the safety and 
defence of the kingdom, effectually to secure us 
from any attempts from abroad, and to render 
all projects of the Pretender’s instruments and 
emissaries vain and abortive. 

To this it was answered by Mr. Henry Pel- 
ham and the hon. Mr. Verney, That it would 
be highly imprudent to lessen the number of out 
land forces, at a time when some foreign powers 
who endeavoured to make themselves formida- 
ble, and threaten us with the loss of our most 
advantageous branches of our trade, were aug- 
menting theirs, Thatthe alliances his Majesty 
was lately entered into, to check such ambi- 
tious views, and put a stop to the farther pro- 
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gress of such dangerous designs, might make it 
necessary to send some land forces abroad, in 
support of those alliances ; and that in such a 
case, the leaving the kingdom without a suffi- 
cient number of men for guards and garrisons, 
would be too great a temptation to the enemies 
of tbe government, who are continually watch- 
ing for favourable opportunities for renewing 
their attempts, and disturbing the happy repose 
we enjoy. 

Sir Joseph Jekyl, having hereupon declared, 
That he was indeed the last year for reducing 
part of the army; but that the face and pos- 
ture of affairs in Europe being since changed, 


he thought it now unsafe; his opinion had so | 
| plinent would have come out with a better 
7 grace, and appeared more sincere, when tha¢ 


great weight, that, without any farther debate, 
it was resolved, 
-4. * That the number of effective men to be 
rovided for guards and garrisons in Great 
itain, and for Guernsey and Jersey, for the 
year 1726, be, including 1815 invalids, and 
$24 men, which the six independent companies 
consist of for the service of the highlands, 
18,264 men, commission and non-commission 
officers included. 2%. That a sum not exceed- 
ing 655,178. be granted to his Majesty for de- 
fraying the charge of the said 18,226 effective 
men, for the year 1726.” 

Jan. 29. These Resolutions were reported to 
the House by Mr. Farrer, and agreed to; after 
which it was resolved, That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, that the’ late 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 
tween the Emperor and the king of Spain may 
be laid before the House. 


Debate on Mr. W. Pulteney’s Motion for, 
appointing a Commitiee to state the public 
Deses.] “February 9. Mr. William Pulteney 
moved, “ That a Committee be appointed to 


state the Public Debts as they stood on the. 


95th of December, 1714, with what Debts have 
en incurred since that time, till the 25th of 
mber 1725, distinguishing how much of 
the said Debts have been provided for, and 
how much remain unprovided for by parlia- 
ment.” He was seconded by Mr. Daniel Pul- 
teney, and backed by sir Joseph Jekyl ; Here- 
n 
*P Sir Robert Walpole stood up and endeavour- 
ed to shew, That such an inquiry was unsea- 
sonable and preposterous, and that it might 
give a dangerous wound to public credit at this 
critical juncture, when monied men were al- 
ready but too much alarmed by the appear- 
ances of an approaching war; urging, that in 
the present posture of affairs, they could not 
better express their love to their country, than 
by making good their promises and assurances 
to his Majesty at the beginning of this session, 
god with the greatest dispatch raising the ne- 
cessary Supplies, to enable his Majesty to make 
bis late Engagements, for the welfare of 
Fe subjects, to disappoint the hopes of the ene- 
gnjes to his government, and to resent any in- 
sults that may be offered to his crown and dig- 
nity. 
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Mr. Barnard, member fur London, confirms 
ed what sir Robert Walpole had said, as to tthe 
danger of increasing the alarm of monied-men, 
which had already so much affected public 
credit, that the stocks were within a few weeks 
fallen 123. or 14/1. per cent. 

But sir Thomas Pengelly, having spoken for 
the motion, sir Robert Walpole replied to him. 
Hereupon . 

Mr. William Pulteney stood up and declared, 
That he made this motion with no other view, 
than to give that great man an opportunity to 
shew his integrity to the whole world, which 
would finish his sublime character: To which 

Sir Robert Walpole apswered, That this com 


ne gentleman had himself a share in the ma- 
nagement of. the public money, than now he 
was out of place. a 
Then the question being put upon Mr. Pul- 
teney’s motion, it was carried in the negativa, 
by 262 Votes against 89.* ; 
Debate in the Commons on the Treaties of 
Hanover and Vienna.] Feb. 10. Sir Robert 


* «« Feb. 10, 1726. A very loug debate hape 
pened yesterday upon a motion of Mr. D. Pul- 
teney’s (which you will see in the Votes) fora 
pointing a Committee to examine the Publio 
Accounts from the year 1714, to which a nega- 
tive was given by a majority of a great many 
above a hundred. I was with the majority 
though some of my best friends (from whom I 
seldom differ,) divided for the question because 


I thought it extremely ill timed, though the 


thing in itself (gererally speaking) is highly 
reasonable ; taking it in either view, was what 
I formed my judgment upon, supposing no debg 
should have been incurred in that time, which 
could possibly have been avoided, the enquiry 
was of no use. Taking it in another View 
(which I believe would have been the case) I 
thought it very improper to shew the world our 
nakedness. People abroad would naturally 
conclade us very willing to ruffle the govern- 
ment whenever we had opportunity for so 
doing, and might from such a notion be in- 
duced to yo into a war, which they would not 
have adventured, upon any other consideration, 
Credit has for some time past been in a sink- 
ing condition, and in my opinion would have 
grown worse; let people think what they will, 
this is our main support, take that away, our 
case will be bad. 1 suppose I shall be said to 
be turned courtier, but I despise every sugges- 
tion of that kind. I never was for a minority, 
because they are so, nor will I be against them, 
as such, which, to deal plainly, was in my opi- 
nion, the foundation of this matter, 1 content- 
ed myself with giving my vote, without speak- 
ing inthe debate: the Torys were generally 
with the minority, some few, but not many 
Whigs.” Thomas Broderick to lord Middieton, 
See Coxe’s Walpole: Correspondence, vol. 2. 
p. 495. 
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Walpole acquainted the House, That he had 
received his Majesty’s commands to lay before 
the House the Treaty between his Majesty, the 
most Christiano king, and the king of Prussia, 
made at Hanover the 3d of September 1725; 
and that his Majesty had likewise commanded 
him to lay before the House, pursuant tu their 
Address, the late Treaties of Peace and Com- 
merce concluded between the emperor and 
the king of Spain. 
the said Treaties, with translations of them, to 
the House: together with a List of the said 
Treaties; which List being read, it was resolved 
to take the said Treaties into consideration on 
the 16th. 3 

Feb. 16. The Commons proceeded to take 
into consideration the above-recited Treaties. 
_ After the reading thereof, 
' Mr. Horatio Walpole* opened the debate 
with a speech, wherein he laid before the 
House the state and posture of affairs in 
Europe, from the peace of Utrecht to this pre- 
sent time, and took notice, That’since bis 
Majesty's happy accession to the throne of this 
se his constant care and endeavours had 
been to settle the balance of power on a solid 
_ foundation and to preserve and secure the 
tranquillity of Christendom; to protect and 
defend the. Protesfant cause, and promote the 
honour and interest of his British subjects. 
That with these great views, his Majesty was 
become mediator and guarantee both of the 
barrier treaty concluded in 1715, aud of the 
‘convention made in 1718, for the execution of 


that treaty, between the emperor and the. 


States General of the United Provinces. That 
in the year 1716, his Majesty concluded a de- 
fensive alliance with the emperor; and io 
1717, another with the most Christian King 
and the States General; the genuine design of 


both which treaties was only to preserve the. 


public repose of Christendom, established by 
the peace of Utrecht, and to guaranty the suc- 
cession to the crown of Great Britain in the 
Protestant line. That in order to fortify all 
the said treaties, and to extinguish the war 
which the Spaniards had kindled in Italy, his 
ca in 1718 made a convention with the 
most Christian king, for proposing ultimate 
conditions of peace between the emperor and 
the king of Spain, and between his imperial 
majesty and the then king of Sicily. That 
this convention was a few days after followed 
by atreaty of alliance between the emperor, 
the King of Great Britain, and the most 
Christian king, which, by their ministers 
was concluded at London, and signed on the 
22d of July 1718, and in which the States 
General were named as one of the contracting 
parties, upon a suppysition, that their high 
mightinesses would come into it, from whence 
this treaty was named the Quadruple Alliance : 
That a few months after the king of Sicily was 
admitted into this treaty, and at length the 


* His Majesty's embassador plenipotentiary 
at the court of France. 
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king of Spain himself was forced to accede to 
it, which was mainly owing to the generous 
assistance his Britannic Majesty gave the em- 
peror in the Mediterranean. That there re- 
maining some points still controverted between 
the emperor and king of Spain, the same were 
referred to be amicably determined in a con- 
gress, which was afterwards opened at Cam- 
bray, under the mediation of ‘his Britannic 
Majesty and the most Christian king. That 
by reason of several difficulties, industriousl 
raised by the courts of Vienna and Madrid, 
the great pains taken for three years by the 
ministers mediators, proved unsuccessful ; and, 
at last, the congress was suddenly dissolved, 
upon advice that the emperor and the king of | 
Spain secretly bad adjusted the differences 
between them, and concluded a treaty of peace 
at Vienna. That this unexpected event occa- 
sioned no small surmise, and raised jealousies, 
which appeared to be the better grounded, 
when it was known. That the said treaty of 
peace was soon followed by a treaty of com- 
merce, the main design of which was to sup- 
port and countenance the East-India Company 
some years before established at Ostend, by 
granting to the inhabitants of the Austrian 
Netherlands greater privileges, both in the 
East and West-Indies, than were ever granted 
either to the English or Dutch, which visibly 
tended to the entire ruin of many valuable 
branches of our trade, and was contrary to 
several solemn treaties still in force. . That 
thereupon his Majesty, ever watchful for the 
interest of his British subjects, bad caused 
lively representations to be made against the 
said treaty of commerce, both to the emperor 
and king of Spain. That at the court of 
Madrid these complaints were received with 
coldness, and at that of Vienna with stiffness 
and haughtiness, even to such a degree, that , 
the imperial ministers did not stick to in- 
sinuate, that if his Britannic Majesty persisted 
in his resolution to take measures in opposition 
to the treaties of Vienna, his imperial Majesty 
would not only think himself disengaged from 
the guarantee of the Protestant Succession to 
the crown of Great Britain; but that the 
same might be attended with consequences in 
relation to his Majesty’s dominions in Ger- 
many. That these insulting menaces made no 
impression on his Majesty’s firmness, nor de- 
terred him from his fixed resolution of concert- 
ing, with other powers, such measures as might 
give a check to the ambitious views of those 
who endeavoured to render themselves for- 
midable: That these measures seemed to be 
the more necessary, because there were just 
grounds to believe, that the unforeseen recon- 
ciliation of the emperor and king of Spain was 
owing to the constant view of the house of 
Austria, of rendering the imperial dignity bere- 
ditary in their family. That in order to that, 
it might be reasonably supposed, That the 
treaties of Vienna were to be cemented by a 
match between the emperor's eldest daughter 
and the Infante Don Carlos. That it was 
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easy to foresee the consequences of such a 
marriege. For the issue-male that might come 
from it, might in time, be possessed not only 
of all the hereditary dominions belonging to 
the house of Austria and of the imperial 
dignity, but also of all the dominions of the 
Spanish monarchy ; which would entirely over- 
throw the balance of power, and render the 
liberties of all the rest of Europe very pre- 
carious. That this supposition would appear 
more than probable to any one who considered, 
that there was scarce any other way of ac- 
counting, either for the king of Spain’s break- 
ing through solemn treaties with Great Bri- 
tain, in favour of the emperor’s subject's in the 
Netherlands; or forthe emperor's forgetting so 
far the obligations he had to Great Britain and 
Holland, as to enter into engagements to assist 
Spain, towards the recovery of Gibraltar and 
Minorca, and to persist in supporting and 
countenancing the Ostend Company, esta- 
blished with no other view than to deprive 
the subjects of the maritime powers of several 
of the most advantageous branches of their 
trade. Thatin order to give a titnely check 
to the farther progress of such danyerous de- 
signs, bis Majesty, in his great wisdom, had 
entered into a defensive alliance with the most 
Christian king and the king of Prussia, to 
which several other powers, and particularly 
the States General, had been invited to ac- 
cede; that the States of Holland had already 
done it, and it was not, to be doubted, but 
their example would soon be followed by the 
other Unied Provinces. That the inain view 
of this alliance was to maintain and preserve 
the public repose and tranquillity of Christen- 
dom, and to secure to each contracting party 
the possession of their respective dominions 
and territories, with the rghts, immunities and 
advantages, particularly those relating to trade, 
which their subjects enjoyed, or ought, by trea- 
tes, to emjoy. And that as his Majesty ever 
had a particular concern for the Protestant 
interest so out of bis royal and tender com- 
pasion for the distressed conditiun of some of 
our Protestant brethren in Poland, his Ma- 
yey had not only interposed his good offices, 
inthe most pressing manner, in their favour, 
but bad taken the occasion of the defensive 
alliance made at Hanover, to engage, by a 
Separate article, the most Christian king and 
the king of Prussia, who together with his 
Majesty, are guarantees of the treaty of Oliva, 
to see it maintained and observed in its full 
extent and to cause reparation to be made for 
what may have been done at Thorn, contra 
to the said treaty of Oliva. Concluding, wi 
anepcomium upon his Majesty's wisdum, care, 
Vigilance, steadiness and resolution in the con- 
dace of all these weighty, and important af- 
fairs.—Mr. Walpole having done speaking, 
Mr. Daniel Pulteney stood up, and made 
his observations ©n most of the points men- 
tioned by Mr. Walpole, and insinuated, That 
subject matter of this day’s debate was of 
a very nice nature, and of the greatest import- 
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ance, and therefore they ought maturely to 
consider of it, before they came to any Reso- 
lution upon it. 

Another Member having suggested, That it 
was to be suppused, that the king of Spain did 
not seem to grant any farther privileges to the 
emperor's subjects in the Netherlands, than 
what had been granted to the English and 
other most favoured nations; He was answer- 
ed by 

Colonel Bladen, who pointed to the very 
Articles of the Treaty of Commerce of Vienna, 
whereby it was expressly stipulated, in the 
Second Article, “ That the ships of war and 
merchant ships belonging to the contracting 
parties, or their subjects, should be allowed 


‘full liberty to frequent the harbours, cousts, 


and provinces of each other; naming particu- 
larty the Eust-ludies, and without any excep- 
tion as to the Spanish West-Indies, or any other 
restraint on the ships of war and merchant 
ships, than not to buy any thing besides vic- 
tuals and materials for repairing their ships,’ 
which smplied a permission to vend their mer- 
chandizes for ready money ; so that it was ma- 
nifest, that the subjects of the Austrian Low- 
Countries were allowed more extensive privi- 
leges than ever had been granted to any other 
Nation, contrary to several treaties in force be- 
tween the crowns of Great Britain and Spain. 

Mr. Shippen raised an objection to the treaty 
of Hanover, viz. That it would engage the 
British nation in a war, for the defence of bis 
Majesty’s dominions in Germany, contrary to 
an express provision made for the securing our 
religion, laws and liberties, in the Act, * For 
‘farther Limitation and Succession of the 
‘ Crown in the Protestant line ;’ which, being 
the basis and foundation of the present Set- 
tlement, was become part of our constitution, 
and therefore ought to be sacred and inviola- 
ble. He was answered by 

Mr. Henry Pelham, who urged, That the 
true meaning and intent of that limitation was 
not wholly andor ever to deprive his Ma- 
Jesty’s foreign dominions of any assistance 
from this nation; for if so, his Majesty in 
that respect would be in a worse condition 
upon his accession to the British throne than be 
was before ; but only to restrain the sovereign, 
for the future, from engaging the nation, at his 
pleasure, in a war for the defence of any do- 
minions not belonging to the crown of Eny- 
land, without the consent of parliament, to 
whom the legislature wisely left to judge and 
determine whether such a war was just and 
necessary or no? That for bis own part, he 
was fully of opinion, that if in the present 
juncture and circumstances of affairs, his Ma- 
Jesty’s foreign dominions should be attacked or 
insulted, this nation ought to stand by and 
support his. Majesty against all his enemies 
whatsoever. And laretore he moved, That 
an humble Address be presented to his Ma- 
jesty to return his Majesty the thanks of this 
House for his great goodness in communicate 
ing the Treaties of Peace and Commerce con- 


507) 


cluded between the. emperor and the king of 
Spain, and the defensive alliance between his 
Majesty, the most Christian king, and the king 
ef Prussia, to express our just sense of bis Ma- 
jesty’s concern for the balance and peace of 
Europe, and the Protestant religion; and, 
above all, .our unfetgned gratitude for his 
earnest and seasonable care of the particular 
interest of his British subjects, by forming and 
entering into the said defensive alliance with 
the most Christian king and the king of Prussia, 
in order to obviate and disappoint the danger- 
ous views and consequences of the treaty of 
pence betwixt the emperor and the king of 
pain; and to preserve the many valuable 
rights and privileges of this nation, against the 
fatal tendency of the said Treaty of Commerce, 
calculated for the entire destruction of the 
- British trade, in breach of several solemn 
Treaties now in force. To acknowledge his 
Majesty's prudence and resolution, in not 
letting any attempts or insinuations whatso- 
ever divert his Majesty from consulting and 
steadily pursuing the true interest of these his 
kingdoms; and to assure bis Majesty, tbhat-in 
justice to and vindication of the honour and 
dignity of the British crown, this House will 
effectually stand by and support his Majesty 
. Against all insults and attacks, that any prince 
Or power, in resentinent of the just measures 
which his Majesty has so wisely taken, shall 
make upon any of his Majesty’s territories or 
_ dominions, though not belonging to the crown 
of Great Britain.” 

This motion was seconded by Mr. Dodding- 
ton; but Dr. Friend and Mr. Foley raised 
some objections to it. They were answered 
by sir Joseph Jekyll, who wasgeplied to by sir 
Thomas Pengelly. After bim . 

The lord Finch stood up, and made a short 
panegyric on his Majesty’s illustrious family ; 
_ which his lordship observed had ever been the 
bulwark of the reformation; and tvok notice 
of the great sufferings of the excellent princess 
Elizabeth, daughter to king James 1, queen of 
Bohemia, and his Majesty’s grand-mothber, 
upon account of the Protestant religion. Con- 
cluding, that his Majesty seemed to have been 
Jed to the British throne by the hands of Pro- 
vidence, as areward for the piety of his an- 
cestors. 

Mr. William Pulteney spoke against the 
motion and suggested, That ihe imperial court’s 
backwardness in granting the investiture for 
Bremen and Verden, might have been one of 
the motives to some late measures.. Upon this 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up and assured the 
House. That his Majesty might long ago have 
had the same investiture, if he would have paid 
the exorbitant fees that were demanded for it. 

‘Upon the whole matter, the question being 
paton Mr. Pelham’s motion, it was carned in 
the affirmative by 285 voices against 107, and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up an 
Address according to the said Resolution. The 
mext day, Mr. Pelham reported the said Ad- 
dress, which was agreed to. i 
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The Commons’ Address of Thanks to the. 
King, for communicating the Treaties.) Feb. 
19. The Commons presented the said Address 
to bis Majesty as foilows : 


“¢ Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

‘¢ We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled, beg leave to return your 
Majesty our most bumble thanks for your 
great goodness, in communicating to us the 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded 
between the emperor and the king of Spain, and 
the Defensive Alliance between your Majesty, 
the most Christian king, and the king of 
Prussia. . 

“< The engagements which your Majesty has 
entered into by the said Defensive Alliance 
with the most Christian king and the king of 
Prussia, in order to obviate and disappoint the 
dangerous views and consequences of the 
Treaty of Peace between the emperor and the’ 
king of Spain, and to preserve the many va- 
luable rights and privileges of this nation 
against the fatal tendency of the said Treaty 
of Commerce, calculated for the entire de- 
struction of the chief branches of the British 
trade, and in breach of the several solemn 
Treaties now in force, cali upon us to express 


-our most unfeigned and grateful sense of your 


Majesty’s concern for the preservation of the 
balance and peace of Europe, the Protestant 
religion, and the particular interest of your 
British subjects. 

‘“‘ And when we reflect upon your Majesty's 
prudence and resolution, in not letting any at- 
tempts or insinuations whatsoever divert you 
from consulting and steadily pursuing the good 
and welfare of these your kingdoms; we think 
ourselves obliged, by the strongest ties of duty 
and affection, to nssure your Majesty, that we 
will, in justice toand vindicetion of the ho- 
nour and dignity of the British crown, stand by 
and support your Majesty against all insults 
and attacks, that any prince or power, in re- 
sentment of the just measures which your Mae 
jesty has so wisely taken, shall make upon any 
of your Majesty’s territories or dominions, 
though not belonging to the crown of Great 
Britain.” . 


The King’s Answer.] To which} the King ree 
turned the following Answer: 


“‘ Gentlemen ; 

“T return you my thanks for this particular 
wark of your duty, affection and confidence ia 
me. Your assurances not to suffer my foreign 
dominions to be exposed or insulted, on ac= 
count of the measures I have taken for the in- 
terestof these kingdoms, will, I bope, bea , 
means to preserve the peace and tranquillity 
of Europe. I have no views of ambition to 
gratify; I have no thoughts of aggrandising 
myself, or extending any parts of my domi 
nions, at the bazard and expence of the other ; 
and as my honour is the common cause and 
concern of my subjects, their particular inter 


, form before the House: 
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ests shall, upon all occasions, be my constant 
care.” 


Debate in the Lords on the said Treaties. ] 
Feb. 17. The Lords took into consideration 
the said Treaties. After the reading thereof 

Lord Townshend moved, “ That an Address 
be presented to his Majesty, to retarn the 
Thanks of this House for communicating the 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 
eween the emperor and the king of Spain, and 
the Defensive Alliance between his Majesty, 
the most Christian King, and the king of Prus- 
sia. Toexpresstheir just sense of his Majes- 
‘ty’s concern for the balance and peace of Eu- 
Tope, and the Protestant Religion; and their 
unfeigned gratitude for his earnest and season- 
able care of the particular interests of his Bri- 
tush subjects, by forming and entering into the 
said Defensive Alliance with the most Christian 
King and the king of Prussia, in order to obviate 
and disappoint the dangerous views and conse- 
quences uf the Treaty of Peace betwixt the 
emperor and the king of Spain; and to pre- 
‘eerve the many valuable rights and privileges 
of this nation, against the fatal tendency of the 


said Treaty of Commerce, calculated for the. 


entire destruction of the British trade, in breach 
ef several solemn treaties now in force. Toac- 
_knowledge his Majesty’s prudence and resolu- 
tion, in not letting any attempts or insinuations 
whatsoever divert his Majesty from consulting 
and steadily pursuing the true interest of these 
his kingdoms ; and to assure bis Majesty, that 
in justice and vindication of the honour and 
‘dignity of the British crown, this House will 
effectually stand by and support bis Majesty 
‘against all insults and attacks, that any prince 
or power, in resentinent of the just measures 
‘which bis Majesty has so wisely taken, shall 
mske upon any of his Majesty’s territories or 
“dominions, though not belonging to the crown 
' of Great Britain.” 
The Duke of Newcastle seconded the motion, 
and took that opportunity of acquaioting the 


House with a ‘remarkable passage out of » 


Letter ftom Mr. Stanhope, his Majesty’s Minis- 
"ter in Spain, viz. ‘‘ That in a private conversa- 
‘tion, the duke of Ripperda had not scrupled to 
own, that besides what had already been com- 

municated to him about the late treaties of Vien- 

na, there were still some other secret Articles, 
‘which, id due time, should be made public, 
‘whereby the contracting parties mutually en- 
' gaged ‘to assist each other with a certain num- 
' Ber of troops, in order to support the Ostend 

Company, and to recover Gibraltar.” His 

grace being asked, whether he would produce 

that letter? He said, he had not the King’s 
commands for it; but was only left at hberty 
' to take notice of what he had already mention- 
‘ed. Hereupon 
The Lord Lechmere observed, That no stress 
' could be laid on, or any judgment made of an 
‘ information that did not come regularly and in 
| ; ne that besides it was 
‘usual with ministers of state, sometimes to 
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drop things that have no reality in common 
conversation, only to sound those with whom 
they negotiate: thnt the treaties that had been 
communicated to them, being a matter of the 
nicest nature, and greatest importance, they 
ought to proceed in it with the utmost caution, 
and maturest deliberation, and therefore he 
was of opinion, they ought to take sume time 
to consider of it, and adjourn the debate to 
another day. He was answered by the earl of 
Scarborough, and the question being put upon 
the motion for an Address, it was carried with- 
eut a division. 


Lord Lechmere’s Motion for a Clause to be 
added to the said Address, relating to the King’s 
German Dominions.| After this, | 

Lord Lechmere stood up, and declared, That 
he would go as far as any member of that illus- 
trious assembly, in ieaite the honour and 
dignity ofthe British Crown, and in supporting 
and defending his Majesty’s person and govern- 
ment: that as their present and future happi- 
ness depended, next under God, on the settle- 
mentof the crown of these realms on his Ma- 
jesty and his royal issue, they ought to be ex- _ 
treme cautious of any the lenst derogation 
from the Act of Parliament by which that 
happy settlement was made ; and therefore he 
was of opinion, and moved, that to the said 
Resolution for an Address, the following words 
be added, “ This House not’ doubting but your 
Majesty, in your great wisdom and justice to 
these your kingdoms, will always preserve to 
them the full and entire benefit of the provision 
made for the farther securing our religion, laws 
and liberties, by an act passed in the 12th 
and 13th years of the reign of his late Majesty . 
king William 8, of glorious memory, whereby - 
it ts enacted, ‘ That in case the crown and 
‘imperial dignity of this realm shall hereafter 
* come to any person not being a native of this 
‘kingdom of England, this nation be net 
‘ obliged to engage in any war for the defence 
‘ ofanydominions or territories which do not 
‘ belong to the crown of England, without the 
‘ consent of Parliament.’ ’”” 

Lord Lechmere was seconded by 

The Sarl of Strafford, who urged, That the 
Clause in the Act of Parliament referred to in 
the addition proposed, being passed into a law, 


‘upon so solemn an occasion, as the settling the 


crown of these kingdoms, and having since 


been re-enacted upon another very solemn oc-: 


casion, was become a fundamental’ and sacred. 
part of the constitution of the united kingdom 
upon the strict and inviolable observance of 
whieh the farther tranquillity of these nations, 
ahd the properties of the subjects of Great 
Britain erat depended : that, indeed, a case ~ 
may happen, wherein the consent of the House 
of Lords to engage this nation in a war to de~ 
fence of his Majesty’s dominions in Germany, 
may be both just and necessary, but that it 
being reserved to both Houses of Parliament, 
by the law abovementioned to deliberate and 
advise upon all the circumstances, and there- 
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upon to consent to the justice of the cause fur 
such a war ; he was convinced, that the words 
proposed ought to have been added to the Re- 
solution; the rather, because the said words 
import the most dutiful and entire confidence 
in his Majesty’s wisdom, and his justice to these 
kingdoms in that respect ; and would have pre- 
vented any jealousies which might arise in the 
aninds of the subjects of this realm, in a matter 
of such high importance. 


Protest on the said Clause being rejected.} 
But the question being put, That the said 
Words be made part of the Resolution? It 
was carried in the negative by 94 votes against 
15. : 


66 Dissentient’ . 

1. “ The Clause of the Act of Parliament 
referred to in the Words proposed to be added, 
being passed into a law upon the solemn occa- 
sion of settling the crown of these realms upon 
his Majesty aod his royal issue, and the same 
provision, with others, in that Act made, hav- 
ing been since re-enacted by Parliament upon 
another very solemn occasion, we are of opi- 
nion, that it is hereby become a fundamental 
and a very sacred part of the constitution of 
the United Kingdom, upon the strict and un- 
violable observance of which the future tran- 
guillity of this nation, and the properties of the 
subjects of Great Britain, may, in our opi- 
nions, greatly depend; and therefore we 
thouglit the Words proposed, fit to be added 
to a Resolution of this Lfouse, wherein the de- 
fence of his Majesty’s dominions and terri- 
tories, not belonging to the crown of these 
realms, is, a3 we Conceive, in some measure en- 
gaged for. 

2. “ Weare of opinion, that the unfeigned 
zeal constantly shewn by this House in defence 
of his Majesty's sacred person, and the honour 
aad true interest of his government, can never 
fail to exert itself in vindication of his Ma- 
jesty’s honour against all insults and indigni- 
ties whatsoever; and though we are far from 
thinking but that a case may arise, wherein 
the consent ef this House to engage this nation 
in a war in defence of his Majesty’s domi- 
nions in Germany may be both just and ne- 
cessary, yet it being, in our judgments, re- 
served to both Houses of Parliament, by the 
laws above mentioned, to deliberate and ad- 
vise upon all the circumstances, and thereupon 
to consent to the justice of the cause whereby 
this nation shall at any time be engaged in 
a war upon that account, we are therefore 
convinced, that the Words proposed ought 
to have been added to the Iesolution. 

8. “« And the rather, because the Words pro- 
posed to be added import the most dutiful and 
entire confidence in his Majesty’s wisdom, and 
his justice to these kingdoms in that respect ; 
and therefore, if they had been added to the 
Resolution of this House at this critical junc- 
ture, would, as we conceive, have prevented 
any jealousies which might happen to arise in 
the minds of the subjects of this realm, in a 
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. matter which we think to be of such high 


importance to them.” (Signed, ) Strafford, - 
Lechmere, Compton, Scarsdale, Litch- 
field, Craven, Bristol, Aberdeen. 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.] The next 
day the House of Lords waited on the King 
with their Address as follows: 


‘* Most Gracious Sovereign, 

“We your Majesty's most dutiful and Ipyal 
suljects the Lords Spiritual and Temporal ia 
‘Parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to 
return your Majesty our most hearty thanks 
for your most gracious condescension in laying 
the Treaties of Peace and Commerce made at 
Vienna, between his Imperial Majesty and the 
King of Spain, and the Detensive Alliance con- 
cluded between your Majesty, the most Chris 
tian King, and the king of Prussia, befure this 
House. 

* The said Treaty of Commerce plainly ap- 
pears to us, Upon our most mature considera- 
tion thereof, to have been calculated with a 
view to put the trade of the Spanish East and 
West Indies entirely into the hands of his Im- 
perial Majesty’s subjects, contrary to the 
Barrier Treaty made between the Einperor and 
tue States General, to which your Majesty, at 
their request, became guarantee ; as well as in 
breach of many solemn treaties and engage- 
ments to the contrary, between the crowns of 
Great Britain and Spain, and. to the in- 
expressible damage of the subjects of this 
realm. 

‘‘We cannot sufficiently express our sense 
of the infinite obligations we lie under to your 
Majesty, for your care to the Protestant inte- 
rest abroad, and of the trade of this nation, by 
concludisg at so critical a juncture the above. 
mentioned Defensive Alliance, highly neces- 
sary for mainteining the ballance of Evro 
as well as ‘for the preserving many valuable. 
rights, :mmunities, and advantages relating to 
the trade o! Great Britain ; and we assure your 
Majesty, that we will stand by and support 
your Majesty, to the utmost of our power, in 
the engagements you have entered into by this 
Treaty, and in the prosecution of such farther 
measures as your Majesty in yourgreat wisdom 
shall think proper, for preventing the ill cone 
sequences to the trade of this kingdom, by 
the above-mentioned Treaty of Commerce. _ 

“We most humbly acknowledge your Ma 
jesty’s goodness in not suffering yourself to 
be diverted through any suggestions or insi- 
nuations whatsoever, from a work so neces- 
sary tu the welfare of your British subjects. 

‘‘ They must have the meanest thoughts of 
this nation, who can imagine us capable of 
tamely suffering any insult or indignity to be 
offered to your Majesty, on account of your 
Majesty’s drains In maintaining the true in- 
terest and happiness of your people: But jus~ 
tice, gratitude, and honour fill our hearts with 
very different sentiments, and make it our in=- 
dispensible duty to assure Men Majesty, upon 
this occasion, That if your Majesty — be at 
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mny time insulted or attacked by any prince or 
state whatsoever, in any part of your M ajesty’s 
dominions or territories, not belonging to the 
crown of Great Britain, in resentment of such 
measures as your Majesty has taken for pre- 
serving and maintaining the trade and satety of 
this kingdom, and of your Majesty’s having en- 
tered into the said defensive alliance for that 
purpose ; we are fully determined, in vindica- 
tion of your Majesty's honour, to exert our- 
selves to the utmost in defending and protect- 
ing such dominions’ from any such insults and 
attacks.” 


The King’s Ansxer.| His Majesty's Answer 
was as follows: : 


“¢ My Lords; 

“¢ T thank you kindly for this most seasonahle 
ind Icyal Address; the true concern you shew 
for your country is no less acceptable to me, 
than the regard you express for my honour. 
The assurances you give me in relation to my 
territories abroad, will, Iam persuaded, contri- 
bute very much to the preserving the gublic 
peace of Europe; aud you may depend upon 
my:making no other use of that confidence, 
which is so firmly established between us, than 
to maintain and promote the welfare of this 
kingdom.” 


Petition of R. Hampden, Esq. for a Bill to 
impower the Lords of the Treasury to compound 
with him for the Debt he owed to the Crown.]} 
March 2. A Petition of Richard Hampden, 
esq. member for Wendover, was presented to 
the House, and read, praying, That leave 
might be given to bring in a Bill, “ To impower 
the Lords’ Commissioners of his Majesty’s 
Treasury to compound with the Petitianer, for 
the Debt due from him to the crown.” Sir 
Robert Walpole having acquainted the House, 
that the Petitionér had applied to the King, 
and that his Majesty had commanded hin to 
acquaint the House, that his Majesty gave his 
consent, that the House might do therein as 
they thought fit; the said Petition was there- 
upon referred to the consideration of a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, on the 11th instant. 


Petition of Sir T. Lowther, for purchasing 
the Reversion, in Fee, of his Estate held by 
Grant from the Crown.| A Petition of sir 
Tho. Lowther, bart. was presented to the 
House and read ; setting forth, ** That the site 
of the dissolved monastery of Furneis in Lan- 
casbire and lands thereto belonging were for- 
merly the estate of the Preston family. That in 
1674, this estate was enjoyed by sir Thomas 
Preston, a Papist, who, to prevent its descend- 
ing to the Petitioner’s grandfather, conveyed 
the same to trustees for superstitious uses. That 
the Petitioner and his ancestors have been at 
considerable charges, in maintaining their own 
and in recovering the crown’s title to the said 
estate: That the Petitioner now enjoys the said 
estate by a lease, for 31 years, of which 22 are 
yet to come ; and praying, That as this estate 
was the family estate, of which they were de- 

Vor. VIII. | 


prived for the adherence of the Petitioner's 
grandfather to the Protestant religion ; ‘and in 
revard of the great expence the Petitioner’s fa- 
mily have been at in recovering‘ and maintain- 
ing the right of the crown, That leave might 
be given to bring in a Bill to enable his Ma- 
Jesty to grant the Inheritance of the said Estate 
to the Petitioner, upon his paying such consi- 
deration as, according to the nature of the case, 
should be reasonable.” 

Hereupon sir Robert. Walpole having in-« 
formed the House that ‘bis Majesty-gave his 
consent to the bringing in such a Bill as was 
desired by the Petition ; a Bill was ordered to 
be brought in accordingly. ; 


A Petition of Sir Orlando Bridgman to the 
same purpose.}| March 7. A Petition of sit 
Orlando Bridgman, bart. was ptesented to the 
House and read; praying, “ That leave may 
be given to bring in a Bill to cnable him to pur- 
chase the reversion in fee of Bowood Park in 
Wiltshire, which had been granted for a term 
of years to his grandfather sir Orlando Bridg- — 
man, Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 
by king Charles 2. on payment of such consi- 
deration for the same, as shall be set by his 
Majesty’s surveyor general.” 

Sir Robert Walpole having thereupon ac~ 
quainted the House, that his Majesty gave his 
consent to the bringing in such a Bill, as was 
desired hy the Petition, the said Bill was or- 
dered to be brought in accordingly. 

Upon occasion of sir Orlando Bridgman and 
sir Thomas Lowther’s Petitions, Mr. Hunger- 
ford represented, That through the generosity 
and bounty of his Majesty’s royal predecessors, 
the ancient demesne of the crown had been so 
curtailed and diminished, that little was left of 
it; that therefore it was high time to think of 
some means or other to recover, at least, so 
much of it as reverted to the crown, by the de- 
termination of former grants; that twas well 
known how apt the best of princes are to yield 
to the importunities of courtiers, even to the 
detriment of their own families and successors ; 
and therefore he moved, “ That the House 
would receive no more Petitions for enablin 
his Majesty to sell the reversion of lands held 
of the crown.” He was seconded by Mr. Free- 
man; and nobody opposing that motion, it 
passed into a resolution. 


Debate on Mr. Hampden’s Petition.] March 
11. The Commons went into a Committee of 
the whole House, to consider of the Petition 
of Richard Hampden, esq. After the reading 
of which sir William Yonge, who had brought 
it in, spoke in his behalf, but was opposed by 
sir ‘Thomas Hanmer, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Shi 
pen, Mr. Hungerford, and others; who made 
just reflections on the crime of mismanaging and 
imbezzelling public money. This charge was 
much aggravated by what | 

Sir John Eyles, Sub-Governor of the South 
Sea Company, declared, That it appeared by 
the balanced accounts of Mr. Hawes, one of 
the late Directors, that Mr. Hampdep was so 
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far from being a sufferer in the South Sea Pro- 
- ject, that he was rather upwards of 9,000/. 
gainer. Hereupon 

Mr. Arthur Onslow said, That out of regard 
to his ancient family, and, in particular, in con- 
sideration of his great grandtather, who made a 
most noble and courageous stand against arbi- 
trary power in opposing Ship Money, and fell 
the first victim in the glorious cause of liberty, 
he was for having something done for his rela- 
tions: To which 

Mr. Shippen replied, That he would not enter 
upon the merits of the great grandfather; Lut 
this he was sure of, that his great grandson had 
wasted more Ship Money than ever himself 
saved to the nation, or king Charles 1 intended 
to raise. 

Other members spoke against the granting 
Mr. Hampden’s Petition, because it would be 
e dangerous precedent; and ’twas to be feared, 
that several others in the like circumstances 
might expect the same favour. Upon this 

Sir Robert Walpole declared, That he would 

never give his vote in favour of any body that 
embezzled public money: but took notice, 
that they could not.cgome to any determination 
in this affair, before they had looked into some 
papers, particularly the state of Mr. Hampden’s 
final account. 
' Hereupon Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and then the further consideration of Mr. 
Hempden’s Petition was put off to tle 16th 
jastant. 


March 23. The Commons went into a Com- 
mittee of the whole House, to consider farther 
of the Petitions of Richard Hampden, esq. his 
wife, and his brother, which occasioned a very 
high debate. After the reading of several 
Papers, 

Sir William Yonge took notice, That Mr. 
Hampden’s deficiency had, in some measure, 
been occasioned by a general calamity; that 
he had already done ail that lay in his power 
to make it up; that however, since neither his 
wife nor his brother, had any ways been acces- 
sary to his misfortunes, it were unreasonable 
- and unjust to involve them ip his offence and 
its punishment; that his real and patrimunial 
estate amounted to about 2,200/. per annum, 
one full half of which was settled for a jointure 
to his wiie, who brought him near 11,0001. in 
marriage, besides an annuity of 200/. per ann. 
during her life, for her separate use, all which 
settlements ought to be secured to her; that 
either Mr. Richard Hampden, or his brother 
may have issue male; and in consideration of 
the signal services, at divers times, performed 
by their illustrious ancestors, some provision 
should be made for their posterity out of the 
family estate: And therefore he moved, That 
a Bill be brought in, “ Forvesting the real and 
personal estates of Richard Hampden, esq. in 
Trustees for making some provision for his 
wife and familv, and for the better securing the 
debt due from him to the crown.” 


This motion was eeconded by sir John Ho- 


PARL. HIST. 12 Geonce I. 1726.—Debate on the Number of Seamen. 


(516 


bart, and backed by Mr. William-Peer Wil- 
liams; but 

Mr. Clayton represented, That, if this affair 
went through the usual tedious course of ex- 
tents in the Exchequer, great part of Mr. 
Hampden’s estate would be consumed in law 
expences, so that the crown would never get 
200/. a year out of it: And therefore he pro- 
posed that the said estate should be divided 
into two equal parts, one of which should be 
-allotted as a provision for his wife and family; 
and the other half immediately sold off, towards 
satisfying the debt due from him to the crown. 

Many members shewed their approbation of 
this proposal: but the majority were for sir 
William Yonge’s motion; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, a Bill was ordered to 


be brought in accordingly; which afterwards 
passed into a law. 


The King’s Message for an Additional Num- 
ber of Seamen.| March 24. Mr. Methuen ac- 
qunied the Commons, That he had a Message 
rom duis Majesty to the House, signed by his 
Majesty, and he delivered the same to Mr. 
Speaker, who read it as follows: 


“G. R. 

“His Majesty having nothing more at beart, 
than an earnest desire to secure to his own 
subjects the full and free enjoyment of their 
trade and navigation, and in the best manner, 
to prevent and frustrate such designs as have 
been formed against the particular interest of 
this nation, aud the general peace of Europe, 
has found it necessary, not only to augment 
his Maritime force, but to concert such other 
measures, as may most effectually conduce to 
these desirable ends ; and as these services will 
require some extraordinary Expence, his Ma- 
Jesty hopes he shall be enabled, by the assist- 
ance of Parliament, to increase the number of 
Seamen already voted and granted for the sere 
vice of this year, and to enter into, and make 
good, such engagements as the circumstances 
and exigency of affairs may require.” . 


Debate thereon.] After the reading of this 
Messave, . 

Mr. Shippen took notice, That this Message 
had all the air of another sent to them about 
the beginning of April, 1717, importing in 
substance, § That his Majesty being desirous, 
‘not only to secure his kingdom against the 
‘ present danger from Sweden, but likewise to 
‘ prevent the like apprehensions for the future, 
‘had thought it necessary early to concert 
‘ measures with other princes and states ; and 
“as this might require some expence, his Ma- 
‘jesty hoped, that the Commons, by their as- 
‘ sistance at this juncture, would enable him to 
‘make good such engagements as might ease 
‘ his people of all future charge and apprehen- 
‘sions upon that account.’ * Thathe remem- 
bered,so unexpected and so unprecedented § 
Message was received with great surprize, and 


ag reg, 


* See vol. 7, pp. 435, 440, 


‘ 
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occasioned very highand long debates in that 
House; that he himself represented and urged 
the unparliamentariness of asking and granting 
Supplies, without an Estimate of the expence ; 
and had the honour to be then supported by a 
great many worthy gentlemen, and by some in 
particular, who seemed now to be of another 
opinion, That after much opposition, it was 
at last carried, by a majority of four voices 
only,* to grant bis Majesty a Supply, which 
was afterwards fixed at 250,000/. But that 
they could never know how that money had 
been laid out ; and therefore he moved, *“ That 
an humble Address be presented to his Ma- 
jesty, that he would be graciously pleased to 
direct the proper officers to lay before the 
House an Account of the Disposition of the 
250,000/. granted to his Majesty, on the 13th 
of April, 1717, toenable his Majesty to con- 
cert such measures with foreign princes and 
States, as might prevent any charge or appre- 
hensions from the designs of Sweden.” This 
motion was seconded by Mr. Snell; but the 
ei question being put, that the question 
now put upon the said motion, it was car- 
tied in the negative. ) 


March 25. The Commons proceeded to 
take into consideration his Majesty's most gra- 
cious Message of the day before, which being 
read again by Mr. Speaker, 

Sir William Yonge opened the debate, and 
having shewed the necessity of an extraordi- 
nary Supply, moved, “ ‘That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, that he will 
be pleased to make such an addition to the 
number of Seamen already voted, and to con- 
cert such other measures, as his Majesty shall 
in his great wisdom think will best conduce to 
the security of the trade and navigaticn of this 
kiugdom, and to the preservation of the peace 
of Europe; and to assure his Majesty, that 
this House will effectually provide fur, and 
make good, all such expences and engavements 
as shall be made for obtaining these great and 
desirable ends.” 

This motion was seconded by Mr. Henry 
Pelham, but was opposed by sir Wilfrid Law- 

‘Son, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Snell, Mr. William Pul- 
teney, sir Williams Wyndham, sir Joseph Jekyll, 
Mr. Hangerford, Mr. Daniel Pulteney, Mr. 
Freeman, Mr. Sandys, Mr. Lutwyche, and sir 
John Rushout. Sir William Yonge’s motion 
being on the other hand supported by sir Ro- 
bere Walpole, Mr. Edward Thompson, Mr. 
Onslow, lord Finch, sir William Strickland, 
Mr, Doddington, and Mr. Thomas Lewis, 
member for Soathampton ; the question was 
Pat upon sir W. Yonge’s motion, which was 

oe in the affirmative, by 270 votes against 

sale and then it was resolved, That the said Re- 

his Ma by way of Address, be presented to 

eRe yesty by the whole House; which being 

N€ accordingly the next day, his Majesty 
to return the following Answer: 


.™ See vol, 7, pp. 435, 440, 
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“ Gentdemen; , 
“T return you my thanks for this loyal and ° 
affectionate Address; and you may be as- 
sured, I shall make no other use of the con- 
fidence you repose in me, but for preserving 
the general tranquillity, and in support of the 
trade, honour, and interest of my people.” 


The Earl of Strafford complains of a Mes- 
sage for an Additionul Number of Seamen being 
sent to the Commons ond April 20. On the 
24th of March last, his Majesty having sent a 
Message to the House of Commons, importing, 
‘That he hoped he should be enabled by the 
‘ assistance of his parliament, to increase the 
* number cf Seamen already voted ;’ and the 
said Message not having been communicated 
to the House of Peers, the earl of Strafford 
took notice of it; and upon his motion, this - 
day being appointed for taking the said Mes- 
sage into consideration, his lurdship endeavour- 
ed to shew, That the same was urprecedented, 
and struck at the ancient privileges of the House 
of Peers, who are the grand standing council of 
the sovercign; the hereditary guardians of the 
liberties and properties of the people, and 
next the king, the principal part of the legisla- 
ture, and who therefore have a right to be con- 
sulted in all matters of public concern. Con- 
cluding, ‘That an Address be presented to his 
Majesty, to know who advised his Moajestynot 
to send the same Message to the Huuse of 
Peers, as was seht to the House of Commons. 


Lord Trecer moves to adjourn the Considera- 
tion thereof for @ Month.)  Hereupon the 
Lord Jrecor moved, That the farther consi- 
deration of that matter be adjourned tor a 
Moth; and was seconded by the duke of . 
Devonshire: To this 

Lord Lechmere replied, That the subject of 
this debate was of so great consequence to his 
Majesty’s service; to the honour of tbat as- 
sembly ; to the ancient constitution of parlia- 
ment; and to the prosperity of the kingdotw, 
that it ought not to Le postponed at all, much 
less tor such a length of time, as amounted ta 
a laying it eonrely aside, That it must be for 
tie serviceol the crown, upon all occasions, 
to have the advice of both Houses of Par- 
lament ; and as the Message in question was 
only sent to the Commons, and there had not 
yet been any communication with their lord- 
ships upon it, though it contained matters of 
the highest importance, it tended to undere 
mine the very foundation of the House of 
Peers, and of the ancient constitution of the 
kingdom. That the rights of the people of 
England were, in some measure, invaded, 
whenever they were deprived of the assistunce 
of that House of Parliament, without whem no 
aid can be given tothe crown, nor any taxes 
laid on the subjects: And therefore if this de- 
bate should be adjourned to so longa day, if 
might be inferred trom such a dilatory proceed- 
ing, that their lordships were not as jealous of 
their own privileges, and of the rights and 
properties of the people, and as much deter- 
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mined to support and defend them, as any of 
their predecessors : That it was the undoubted, 
and inherent right of the House of Peers, to 
alter and amend all Money-Bills which came 
from the Commons; and though in some late 
instances, the Commons had disputed that 
right ; vet the Lords had never failed to assert 
it. That, according to ancient usage, all de- 
mands of supply should come from the throne 
in the House of Peers, and therefore all other 
methods are unparliamentary, new and dan- 
gerous tothe constitution. All which assertions 
his lordship corroborated by several precedents 
upon record, which, at his desire, were ordered 
to be read. | 
Lord Lechmere was answered by the Lords 
Onslow and Townshend: but they were re- 
plied to by 
Lord Bathurst, who toook notice, That the 
appellation of Parliament being given to the 
Commons separately from the Lords, was en- 
tirely unprecedented ; that this was so far 
from being the language of former times, that 
though of late the Commons took upon them 
to begin all Money Bills, yet there was a time 
when they were so inconsiderable, as to apply 
‘to the Lords, to desire them to provide money 
‘forthe public service ; that if the Lords suf- 
fered themselves to be overlooked in this man- 
ner, they might come, at last, to be voted 
useless, as they had formerly been : And there- 
fore lest any mistake of this kind should be 
attended with such ill consequence, his lord- 
ship was of opinion, that proper notice should 
be taken of it immediately, instead of deferring 
the farther consideration of it for a wonth., 
Hereupon 
The Earl of Scarborough stood up, and said, 
That he did not deny, that the peers have a 
right to he advised with, in all matters of im- 
portance, and to give their consent to Money 
Bills: but, that in the case before them, it 
seemed needless to send the Message to their 
House, because their lordships had implicitly 
given their consent to tthe augmenting the 
~ number of Seamen, in their Address of Thanks 
to his Majesty, wherein the said augmentation 
was hinted at: that indeed formerly the 
Commons applied to the Lords to pro- 
vide money for the public service; because, 
at that time, none else had any money to 
give, most of the lands being then in their 
hands ; whereas since the reigas of Henry 7 
and Ifenry 8 the case is very much altered ; 
and that therefore they ought not to consider 
how things were formerly, but how they are 
at present, and so act as they find them. 


Protest on Lord Trevor's Motion being 
acrecd ee At last, the question being put 
upon the lord Trevor’s motion, it was carried 
in the affirmative, by 59 against 31. 


‘“¢ Dissentient’ , 

1. “* Because we conceive the subject mat- 
ter of this debate to be of so great conse- 
quence to bis Majesty’s service; to the honour 
ef this House, to the constitution of parlia- 
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ment, and to the prosperity of the kingdom, 
that it ought not to have been postponed at all, 
much less for such a length of time ; It must 
be for the service and support of the crown to 
have the advice of both Houses of Parliament 
upon all occasions ; and as the Messave taken 
notice of was only sent to the House of Com- 
mons, there has hitherto been no communi- 
cation with this House thereupon, though it 
contains matters of the highest importance; 
and we conceive, that it tends to undermine 
the very foundation of this House, when the 
lower House is alene advised with upon any 
matter which concerus the interest of the 
whole kingdom. 

2. ** As this House has always been esteemed 
the hereditary and perpetual guardians of the 
liberties and properties of the people, they 
ought not to be excluded from giving their 
advice in all matters of public coucern ; and 
the rights of the people of England are, as we 
apprehend, invaded, whenever they are de- 
prived of the assistance of this House of Par- 
liament, without whom no aids can be given to 
the crown, nor no taxes imposed on the peo- 

le; therefore as we conceive, this Message 
being sent to the HIouse of Commons only, 
tends to subvert those rights: We think this 
debate should not have been adjourned, lest 
any inference should be drawn from this dila- 
tory proceeding, tnat this House 1s not as jea~ 
lous of their rights and privileges at this time, 
and as much determined to support them, as 
apy of their ancestors have formerly been. 

3. * Since it cannot be doubted, that it 1s 
an inherent and fundamental right in this’ 
House to alter and amend all Money Bills 
which come from the Commons, we cennot 
but apprehend also, that demands of supply 
should come from the throne in this House of 
Parliament, according to ancient usage; and 
we conceive, all other methods of demanding 
supplies are new, and must be dangerous to 
the constitution. _ 

4. * Because there is an expression in the 
Messaze which we apprehend to be entirely 
unprecedented, and never before used in any 
Message to the House of Commons, the appel- 
lation of Parliament being given to them sepa- 
rately from this House; and therefore, lest ap 
mistake of this kind should be attended will 
such ill consequences as to encourage evil Tol- 
nisters hereafter to a total neglect of this House, 
we conceive, that proper notice should have 
been taken of it immediately, without deferring 
the further consideration thereof for a month, 
(Signed ), Scarsdale, Aberdeen, Strafford, 

Coventry, Gower, Ashburnham, Boyle, 

Compton, Exeter, Craven, Bruce, Litch- 

field, Montjoy, Lechmere, Warrington, 

Bathurst, Uxbridge, Foley.” 


May 18. The order of the day being read 
far taking into farther consideration that part 
of the printed Votes of the House of Commons, 
of the 24th of March 1725, pe Maieay ta be a 
Message to that House from his Majesty, under. 
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his royal sign manual: And thesame_ le 
read by the clerk, after debate it was ordered, 
That the farcher consideration of that part of 
the said printed Votes be adjourned to this day 
fortnight. 

“Then the House being moved, “ That an Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, representing 
the fatal consequences which must happen to 
this kingdom, when any advice shall be given 
ta the crown, whereby the council and assist- 
ance of this House sball not be asked, at the 
same time that the council and assistance of 
tie House of Commons shall be asked, 1n mat- 
ters which concern the peace and safety of this 
kingdom, and most earnestly to beseech his 
Majesty, that he will, for the fitare discourage 
all such councils as shall tend, in so unwar- 
rantable and dangerous a manner, to the de- 
struction of the rights of this House.” After 
debate, the question was put, Whether such: an 
Address shall be presented to his Majesty? Jt 
was resolved in the negative. 

“ Dissentient’, Lechmere, Montjoy.” 


A Bill to prevent Bribery at Elections passes 
the Com:nons, but is thrown out in the Lords. | 
April 27. Upon a motion made by sir John 
Rushout, and seconded by sir Tiuinas Coke 
and Mr, Arthur Onslow, a Bill was ordered tu 
be brouzht in, ‘ For the moré effectual pre- 
‘venting Bribery and Corruption in the elec- 
‘tion of Members to serve in Parliament.’ 

‘ April 29. The said Bill was read the first 

ime. 

_ May 18. The said Bi!l being read a second 
time in the Lords, it being proposed, that the’ 
House be piit into a Committee on the said 
Bill to-morrow; the same was objected to. 
After debate, the question was put, Whether 
this House shall be put into a Committee on 
the said Bill to-morrow? It was resolved in the 
Negative. : : . 

_ “* Dissentien’’ Warrington, Lechmere, Mont- 
joy, Gower, F oley, Bathurst.” 


Mr, John Ward erpelled for Forgery.) May 
13th. The House of ‘abel being Ab ee 
that Mr. Harcoart, secondary of the crown side 
of the court of King’s-bench, attended at the 
door; he was called in: and, at the Bar, pre- 
sented to the House acopy of the Record of the 
Proceedings upon the Information in the Court 
of King’s-beach against John Ward, esq.” a 
member of this House. 


*“ Like Doctors thus whe 5 | 
» wh 
“Weg 0 much dispute has past, 


tenets just the same at last: 
t3 . 
. bet fairly owning, Riches, in effect, 
: Ms grace of Heav’n or token of th’ Elect ; 
: he N to the foo!, the mad, the vain, the evil, 
0 Ward, to Waters, Chartres, and the Devil.” 


“Joh 1 
sinaene Gos of Hackney, esq. member of 


ent, being prosecuted by the Duchess 
frekingham, and convicted of forgery, was 
pill pewed the House, and then stood on the 
sepa va 17th of March, 1727. He was 
oba Blu or Joining in a conveyance with Sir 
Mt, t0 secrete 50,000/, of that Direc- 


Ordered, that the said copy of the Record of 
the said Proceedings be taken into considera- 
tion upon Monday, Also, that John Ward, 
esq., a member of this House, do attend in his 
place, upon Monday next. 

May 16. The order for taking into consider- 
ation the copy of the Record of the Proceed- 
ings upon the Information in the Court of 
King’s-bench against John Ward, esq. a mem- 
ber of this House; and also for the said Mr. 
Ward's attending in his place; being read: 
and the said Mr. Ward not attending in his 
place, pursuant to the said order; Thomas Hol- 
lingshead, one of the messengers belonging to 
the Serjeant at Arms attending this House, was 
called in; and, being examined, gave the House 
an account of his leaving copies of the said 
Orders at the said Mr. Ward's house in London, 
and at his house at Hackriey; and that, upon | 
inquiry after the said Mr. Ward, he was in- 
formed, that the said Mr. Ward was gone from 
his said houses; and that he could get no far- 
ther account of him. 

Then the said copy of the Record of the said 
Proceedings in the Court of King’s-bench was 
read; and it appearing to the Huuse by the 
said Record, that John Ward, esq. a member of 
this Lfeuse, upon an Information in the Court 
of King's-bench exhibited against him, by the 
name of John Waid, of Hackney, in the county 
of Middlesex, esq. hath, this preseat Easter 
Terin, been convicted of the crime of Forgery. 

Resolved nem.con. That the said John Ward 
esq. be expelled this House. 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the Session.] 
May 24. The King came to the Elouse of Peers, 
with the usual state, and the Commons being 
sent for up and attending, his Majesty gave the 
royal assent to several public and private Bills. 
After which, the Lord Chancellor read his Ma- 
jesty’s Speech to buth Houses, as follows: 


‘© My Lords and Gentlemen ; 
“ T cannot in justice to you put an end to 
this session, without returmug you my hearty 
thanks for the many instauces you bave given 


tors estate forfeited to the South Sea Company 
by act of parliament. Tne Cumiprny recovered 
the 50,000/. against Ward ; but he set up prior 
conveyances of his real estate to his brother 
and son, and concealed all his personal, which 
was computed to be 150,000/. These convey- 
ances being also set aside bya bill in Chancery, 
Ward was imprisoned, and hazarded the forfei- 
ture of his lite, by not giving in his effects ull 
the last day, which was that of his examina- 
tion. During bis confinement, his amusement 
was tu give poison to dugs and cats, and see 
them expire by slower or quicker torments. To 
sum up the worth of this gentleman, at the se- 
veral eras of his life: at his standing in the 
pillory, he was worth above 200,000/.; at his 
commitment to prison, he was worth 150,000/. ; 
but has been since so far diminished in his re- 
putation, as to be thought a worse man by fifty 
or sixty thousand!” Pope, 
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me of your duty and affection to my person 
and government, and of your zeal to tnaintain 
the honour and true interest of this kingdom, 

‘¢ The spirit and resolution you have shewn 
on this important occasion, when our most 
valuable rights and privileges have been struck 
at, are highly becoming the weight and autho- 
rity of a British parliament; and the steps 
that have been taken abroad, in support of the 
measures entered into against this nation, must 
convince every body of your wisdoin and pru- 
dence in-endeavouring tp put an early stop to 
the farther progress of them. I hope the pre- 
cautions you have enabled me to take, will be 
sufficient, in conjunction with my allies, to de- 
' feat the designs which have been formed :yainst 
us; andthat the promoters of them, when 
they have fully weighed their own circumstances, 
and hetter considered those of the several 

owers united in defence of the tranquility and 
hiherties of Furope, will find it their own inte- 
rest to preserve the peace, and think it most 
safe and prudent to desist from their dangerous 
schemes. | 
‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 

‘T return you my particular thanks tor the 
Supplies which you fae so chearfully and ef- 
fectually raised ; and you may be assured, that 
they shall be faithfully applied to the uses tor 
which you intended them. 

‘© My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

“ The constant employment of my thoughts, 
and the most earnest wishes of my heart, tend 
wholly to the securing to my subjects their just 
rights and advantages, and to the preserving to 
them, and'to all Europe, the enjoyment of a 
safe and honourable peace. And I mus: not 
conclude without giving you the strongest as- 
surances, that the particular confidence you 
have placed in me, shall be made use of in 
such munner only, as may most effectually 
conduce to the attaining those good and great 
purposes.” 

Which being ended; the Lord Chancellor, 
by his Majesty’s command, prorogucd the 
parliament to the 2ist of July. 


f 


FIFTH SESSION OF THE SIXTIL PAR- 
LIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


- The King’s Speech on Opening the Session. ] 
January 17, 1727. The King came to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons being sent 
for up, and attending, his Majesty, by the 
mouth of the Lord High Chancellor, made the 
following Speech to both Houses: 


_ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« T acquainted you last year with the Trea- 
ties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 
tween the emperor and the king of Spain. As 
that sudden and unaccountable conjunction 
gave at the first appearance, just grounds of 
jealousy and apprehension to the neighbour- 
NE powers of Europe, the subsequent pro- 
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ceedings and transactions in those two courts, 


.and the secret and oifensive alliances, con 


cluded between them about the same time, 
have laid the foundations of a most exorbitant 
and formidable power, and are so directly 
levelled against the most valuable and darling 
Interests and privileges of this nation, that we 
must determine cither tamely to submit to the 
peremptory and unjust demands of the king of 
Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and patiently to 
acquiesce in the emperor's usurped and ex- 
tended exercise of trade and commerce, or 
must resolve to bein a condition to do our- 
selves justice, and to detend our undoubted 
rights against these reciprocal engagements en- 
tered into in defiance and violation of all na- 
tional faith, and the most solemn. treaties. 

“ Thave likewise received information from 
different parts, on which I can entirely depend, 
that the placing the Pretender upon the throne 
of this kingdom is one of the Articles of the 
Secret Eugacements *; and if time shall evince,. 
that the giving up the trade of this nation to 
one power, and Gibraltar and Port-Mahon to 
another, is made the price aud reward of im- 
posing upon this kingdom a Popish Pretender, 
what an indignation must this raise in the 
breast of every Protestant Briton ! 


* “The Speech from the throne, on this 
Important Occasiun, contained a remarkable 
passage: ‘I have likewise received informa- 
‘tion, from diderent parts, on which I can en- 
‘ tirely depend, that tne placing the Pretender 
‘upon the throne of this kingdom is one of 
‘the articles of the secret engagersen's.’” This 
charge, formally announced trom the mouth of 
the King, was as formally disavowed by the 
emperor, and occasioned his imprudent appeal 
to the British nation, by the publication of his 
nvnister, count Palm’s mnemorial, which roused 
the spirit of the people, and united all parties 
in support of the diguity of the throne, This 
formal charge on one side, and denial on the 
other, of the two sovereigns, gave rise (0 & CODs 
truversy, which occupied theatrention of Europe 
at the period, and is still undecided. Mr. Wal- 
pole, whose sagacity aud information cannat be 
disputed, and whose sincerity cannot be ques- 
tioned, believed the existence of these secret 
articles ; as appears from numerous documents 
and observations in his own hand-writing, 
found among bis papers, not only during the 
negociations:- against Spain and the emperor, 
but even in the latter period of his hfe, when 
he had no views or interests to promote. Per- 


haps no proof made a stronger impression on 


his mind than the communication of the secrct 
articles by two Sicilian abbots, of great birth 
and consequence, who received them from king 
Philip himself, on the 15th of Novernber 1725, 
for the purpose of making their observations. 
“The spirit of England was roused by the 
imperious conduct and menaces of the emperor 
and Spain; and the efforts of parliament co- 
but his opinion, once formed, he became in- 
operated with the zeal of the nation.” Coxe's 


Life of Horatio, Lord Walpole, vol. 1, p. 249. 
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“ Nor were these fatal combinations confined 
to those parts of the world alone, but they ex- 
tended themselves into Russias and had not the 
designs of that court against some of their 
neighbours been prevented by the seasonable 
arrival of our fleet in those seas, a way had 
been opened for the invading these kingdoms, 
and giving a powerful assistance to any attempt 
to be made from other quarters. 

“ Such circumstances would not suffer me 
and my allies, among whom there has been and 
is the most perfect harmony, union, and con- 
cert, to be idle spectators, and regardless of 

our own safety and the common cause of 
Europe :, for which purpose his most Christian 
Majesty has been at a great expence, this last 
year, n augmenting his forces; and the States 
General, sensible of the imminent danger, have 
not only acceded to the Defensive Alliance con- 
cluded at Hanover, but have come to strong 
and seasonable resolutions for an extraordinary 
augmentation of their forces both by sea and 
land. The accession of the crown of Sweden 
1s INsuch a forwardness, and the negociations 
with the crown of Denmark are so far ad- 
vanced, that we may reatonably depend upon 
the success and good effect of them. 

“ This short view of the present posture of 
affairs will, 1am confident, not only secure to 
me the support and assistance of my parlia- 
ment, 1n carrying on this great and necessary 


work, inconjunction with my allies; but justify - 


the measures hitherto taken, and the expences 
already made. 

“* The confidence you reposed in me last year 
has been made use of for the benefit of the 
putes and as the chief article of exceeding 

as, by my equipping and scnding to sea three 
consideralile squadrons, fallen upoa the head of 
the navy, Lam persuaded the necessity of the 
services, and the security, advantage, and vlory 
that has accrued to this nation from those 
squadrons, will sufficiently speak for themselves, 
as long as both friends and_ foes, .with jov, or 
concern, confess they have seen and felt the ef- 
fects of the naval power of Great Britain. 

“ ft is not to be wondered at, that the princes 
engaged in these enterprizes cre very much dis- 
turbed to see their projects rendered abortive: 
The king of Spain, impatient of the disappoint- 
ments he bas inet with, can no longer disguise 
thai enmity to us, which for some time he has 
only waited for a favourable opportunity to 
declare. He has now ordered his minister re- 
sidig here, to depart immediately from this 
Country, leaving @ memorial that is litile 
short ofa declaration of war, wherein he again 
demands and insists upon the restitution. of 
Gibraltar. He does not himself deny the of- 
fensive alliance, nor his engagements to sup- 
port the Ostend company ; He makes my re- 
calling those squadrons, which his conduct had 
put me under a necessity of sending to the West 
ndies and the coast of Spain, the condition 

of any farther correspondence between the two 
Crowns ; and supposing the continuance of my 
fleets abroad to be actual hostilities, threatens to 
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repel them with force to the utmost of his power. 

“ But not content with these menaces, in- 
sults, and infractions of treaties, bis Catholic 
Majesty is now making preparations to attack 
and besicge Gibraltar ; and in order to. carry 
on that service, or to cover another design, has. 
assembled a great body of troops in that neigh- 
bourkood : But the present state and cundiuon 
of that garrison, with the reinforcements I 
have ordered thither, give me little cause to 
apprehend, or my enemies to hope for success 
inthat undertaking. ‘The certainand undoubt- 
ed intelligence I have, that it 1s now resolved to 
attempt an invasion upon these kingdoms in fa- 
vour of the Pretender, by an embarkation from 
the coasts of Spain, gives me reason to believe, 
that though the siege of Gibraltar may pro- 
bably be undertaken, the public, avowed, and 
immense preparations made for that purpose, 
are chiefly caiculated ta amuse the world, and 
to disguise the intended invasion, which, Lam 
surely informed, has been for some time agreed 
to be the first step and beginning of the long 
premeditated rupture. 

“© Gentlemen of the House of Commoits, 

‘¢ These considerations must awaken in yuu 
all such a sense of our common and immediate 
danger, as will, 1 doubt not, inspire you with a 
zeal and ¢hearfulness in raising the supplies 
necessary fur the defence of your country, and 
for making good our engagements with our 
allies. : 

‘‘ Treceive too mucl satisfaction from the 
happiness of my people, in their full enjoyment 
and future prospect of peace, ease, and pros- 
perity, not to be sensibly affected with these 
new convulsions, and the unavoidable neces- 
sity IT am under, of asking larger supplies of my 
people, and of desiring to be enabled to make 
such an angmentation of.my forces, by sea and 
iand, as the present exigency of affairs requires, 

‘< T will order the proper estimates to be laid 
before you, and such treaties as I have made 
with foreign princes for the hire of foreign 
troops; and as the expence I was last year ine 
trusted to make, has amounted to no consider- 
able sum, and the public utility may again res 
quire the like. services to be performed, I hope 
you will again repose the same trust and con- 
fidence in me. 7 

‘ It is with great pleasure that I see the time 
so near approaching when such a considerable 
addition will be madetothe sinking fund: Let 
all that wish well to the peace and quiet of my 
government have the satisfaction to see, that 
our present necessities shall make ne‘interrup- 
tion in the progress of that ier eh work, of 
gradually discharging the national debt: I hope 
therefore you will make a provision for the im- 
mediate application of the produce of the sink- 
ing fund, to the uses for which it was so wisely 
contrived, and to which it stands now appro- 
ptiated., 

“¢ My Lords and Gentlemen, — 
“ T have had no thoughtsof making any ac- 
quisitions to any part of my dominions; my 
whole care and concern has been to preserve 
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and maintain the undoubted rights and pri-; their country. We are truly sensible of the 
vilezes of my people; and ‘therefore all my | wise measures taken by your Majesty for pre- 
measures have been preventive and defensive : | venting the dangers which threatned us; your 
‘But such endeavours being now rendered im-! early care in forming and entering into-the De- 
practicable, vigorous resolutions, and a speedy | fensive Alliance, to which the accession of the 
execution of them, can alone put an effec- | States General has added so great a weicht; 
tual end to the dangers that surround us, | the establishing a pertect harmony, union and 
However hazardous and desperate the enter- | concert between your Majesty, the most Chris 
prizes formed against us, may appear to be, tian King, and the States General ; the several 
your being assured that they are resolved upon, | vegociations which your Majesty, in conjunc. 
will, Tam persuaded, be suilicient to prevail | tion with your allies, is carrying on with Sweden, 
upon you, to put yourselves in a condition to re- | Denmark, and other powers ; and the shewing 
sist and defeat them. ! the power and influence of your naval force, 

“If preserving a due ba’ance of power in| by the seasonable equipment of three consi- 
Europe, if defending the possessions of the | derable squadrons, are the apparent causes to 
crown of Great Britain, of infinite advantage | which, next under God, we owe the preserva- 
and security to our trade and commeree, if sup- | tion of the public peace, and the preventing 
porting that trade and-commerce against dan- | the execution of those destructive and unjust 
gerous and unlawful encroachments, and if the | designs that had been forined against this na- 
present establishment, the religion, liberties, ) tion, and the liberties of Europe. The very 
and properties of a Protestant people, are any | great sutisfuction your Majesty is pleased toex- 
longer considerations worthy of the care and | press at the happiness of your people, in their 
attention of a British parliament, I need say | full enjoyment of peace, ease, and prosperity ; 
no more to incite my loyal and faithful Houses | your tender concern, for their sake, at the 
of Parliament, to exert themselves in the de- | prospect of any new commotions, and your 
fence of all that is dear and valuable to them.” | continual care every where to preserve aod 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.| January 18. maintain the undoubted rights aod privileges 


71 of ail your subjects, cannot but fill their hearts 
ati Presented: (he dovowme Acdicssof with the most grateful sense of their duty, and 


raise in them the utmost detestation and con- 
© Most gracious Sovereign ; 


tempt of the vain imagination of placing a Po- 
“© We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 


pish Pretender on the throne. We do there- 
subjects, the Lord Spiritual and ‘Temporal in 


fore, at this important juncture, most bumbly 
Parliament assembled, beg leave to return your | beg leave to assure your Majesty of our steady 
Majesty our hearty thanks for your Majesty's | and unshaken fidelity, and that nothing shall 
most gracious Speech from the throne. We 


ever divert or deter us trom making our strong- 
cannot but esteem ourselvesin duty bound most | est efforts, for maintaining your Majesty's un- 
humbly and gratefully to acknowledge vour Ma- | doubted right and title to the crown of this 
jesty’s exceeding goodness, in opening to your | realm, and for preserving our present happy 
Parliament a scene of the highest importance | establishment: and we beseech your Majesty 
tothis kingdom. The world must now be con- 


to believe, that we will, to the utmost of our 
vinced, that the courts of Vienna and Madrid, | power, enable your Majesty to make good all 
have laid the foundations of such an exorbi- 


your engagements with your Allies, and to pre- 
tant and formidable power, as may, in time, 


serve the trade of this kingdon: in its utmost 
overturn the balance, and destroy the liberties | extent ; to vindicate your honour, and to assert 
of Europe. Were we not filled with the deep- {nud defend your right to Gibraltar, and the 
est resentment at the indignities which have | island of Minorca, which are of the greatest 
been offered to your Majesty, we should be un- 


importance to the preservation of the coim- 
worthy of all the blessings we enjoy under your | merce and naval strength of Great Britain; 
Majesty’s most gracious and excellent yovern- 


and to maintain your right to every other part 
Ment. The invasions made upon the rights | of your dominions, against all attempts what- 
and privileges of your people, in the most im- 


suever; and chat we shall, atall times, be ready 
portant branches of their commerce ;_ the me- | to concur in such proper measures, aS may ¢l- 
paces ang insults used towards your Majesty ; | fectually enable your Majesty, in conjunction 
the peremptory demand of the restitution of 


with your allies, to bring to reason all such 
Gibraltar, which place, and the island of Mi- | powers, as shall at any time disturb the generat 
orca, both being of the utmost consequence to | peace and tranquillity of Europe.” | 
our people, were yielded up by the present 
Ling of Spain himself, and do indisputably be- 
long to the crown of Great Britain by most so- 
Jemn treaties: but, above all, the enzagements 
entered into for placing a Popish Pretender 
upon your throne, must raise the warmest indig- 
Nation in all those who bave the least sense of 
their duty ta the best of sovercigns, and 
any regard to the Protestant Religion, to 
the honour, interest, and prosperity of 


errant — apr maee, 


The King’s Answer.] His Majesty's Answer 
to this Address, was as follows : 


“© My Lords; Z . 

“ T thank you beartily for this very dutiful 

and loyal Address; your warm concern for 

maintaining my honour, and the rights of my 

crown, and for preserving the trade of this 

kingdom, is a fresh and very seasonable instance 
9 
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of your love to your country, as well as of your 
duty and affection to me. 

“ Your approbatiou of the several measures 
I have taken for preserving the public peace 
and tranquillity, an@l securing the rights and 
privileges of my people against all usurpations, 
gives me great satistuction. 

“T entirely depend on the many faithful and 
affectionate assurances you have given me in 
this address: you may as absolutely depend 
on my constant endeavours to promote the 
happiness of all my people.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Address of 
Tharks.] .The Commons being returned to 
their House, and Mr. Speaker having reported 
his Majesty’s Speech, Mr. ‘Onslow moved, 
“ That an homble Address be presented to his 
Majesty to return him the Thanks.of this 
Howse for his most gracious Speech from the 
throne; to ackpowleige his Majesty's good- 
ness, in acquainting his Parliament with the 
several proceedings aud alliances entered into 
between the Emperor and the king of Spain, 

ving such just cause of jealousy to the neigh- 

uring princes and states, so formidable and 
destructive of the true balance of power in 
_ Europe, and striking at the foundation of the 
most valuable privileges and interests of the 
subjects of his Majesty, and those of his allies; 
to declare the resentment of the Commons of 
Great Britain, at the unjust demand of the 
king of Spain for the restitution of Gibraltar, 
and the unwarrantable usurpation of the Em- 
peror, 19 erecting and carrying on the Ostend 
trade, and their mutual obligations to support 
each uotber in these unjustifiable attempts and 
wadertakings. But above all, to express our 
highest indignation at the resolutions and en- 
Fgements entered into, for attempting to 
sae the Pretender on the throne of these 
ingdoms ; to return his Majesty the Thanks 
of this House, for bis great care in strengthen- 
ing his alliances, and for employing his royal 
fleet so usefully for the security, advantage, 
aod glory of this nation. And, as this House 
canoot but lonk upon the measures and reso- 
lutions, taken in opposition to and in defiance 
ef most solemn treaties, as tending to an im- 
mediate rupture, humbly to desire his Majesty, 
that he wil! forthwith give the necessary orders 
for putting this kingdom ina posture of de- 
fence; and to assure his Majesty, that this 
ouse will not only chearfully and effectually 
Fase the supplies necessary for the present 
exigency of affairs, but will stand by and sup- 
port his Majesty in making good his engage- 
ments with his allies ; in preserving the balance 
of power in Europe ; in defending the posses- 
mons of the crown Of Great Britain ; in sup- 
porting the trade of this nation against all un- 
justifiable encroachments; and in defeating 
and confounding all attempts that shall he 
made in favoar of the Pretender, and to the 
truction of our religion, liberties and pro- 
Perties; and that this House will apply the 
Produce of the Sinking Fund to its proper 
Vou, VIL, . 
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uses; and repose such a trust and confidence 
in his Majesty, as the public utility shall re- 
quire, and his Majesty shall find reasonable 
and necessary, for carrying on the great work 
in which his Majesty is engaged, for the inte- 
rest and security of his people, and the com- 
mon cause of Europe.” 


This Motion was seconded by the hon. John. 
Finch, member for Higham-Ferrers ; but was 
strenuously opposed by Mr. Shippen, sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham, Mr. Hungerford, Mr. Wil- 
ham Pulteney,. and sir Thomas Hanmer; who 
were answered by Mr. Doddington, Mr. 
Horatio Walpole, and sir Robert Walpole. 

Mr. Shippen urged, That the matter of peace 
and war is of the grentest weight that can fall 
under the consideration of that asssembly ; 
that as his Majesty’s Speech contained many 
points of the highest moment and importance, 
so no doubt his Majesty, in his great wisdom 
and goodness towards his people, expected, on 
this occasion, not only the support, but like- 
wise the advice of that House: that, in order 
thereto, they ought maturely to. deliberate 
on those several heads, which could not be 
done before several Papers were communicated 
to them, that seemed absolutely necessary 
to state some facts relating to those weighty 
matters: that the metion, ns it was drawn up, 
implied an approbation of measures taken to 
prevent dangers; which seemed preposter- 
ous before they knew either what those mea- 
sures were, or whether those dangers were 
real: that therefore they ought, for the present, 
to content themselves with returning his Ma- 
jesty the most humble Thanks of the House 
for bis most gracious Speech, with assurances 
of supporting his Majesty in ail just and neces~ 
sary measeres ; and appoint a day for taking 
the said Speech into consideration. 

Sir William Wyndham took notice of the 
unsteadiness of our counsels, and observed, 
That of late years our measures had been in 
a perpetual fluctuation; that Penelope-like, 
we were continually weaving and unravelling 
the same web; at one time raising up the 
Emperor to depress France, and now we were 
for depressing the Emperor, which could not 
be done without agyrandizing France, which, 
in the end, may make the latter too powerful : 
so that at this rate, under pretence of holding 
the Balance of Europe, we should be engaged 
ia continual wars. 

Mr, Hungerford said, That the dangers with 
which we were threatened, were not, in his 
opinion, so great, as they were by some people 
represented to be: That the Czarina’s and the 
king of Spain's design of invading us with five 
or six men of war seemed altogether romantic, 
since such a project, may, at any time, be de- 
feated by our ordinary guard ships, much more. 
when we had such strong fleets at sea; that 
therefore the fears of the Pretender were 
groundless and chimerical, and he could not 
tell how they could bring him over, unless 
they borrowed captain Gulliver’s floating is 

2M ; 
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land. As tothe Ostend Company, he owned 
it to be a national concern, and a very just 
yactive to a war with the Emperor; but that 
it had been an easy matter to nip that project 
in the bud: for, if he was rightly informed, 
ten thousand pounds would have prevailed with 
the murquis de Prie to drop it, whereas now, 
when that Company has had time to get fvot- 
ing both in Eurnpe and in India, it may prove 
a diticult matter to suppress it. That as to 
Gibraltar, the demand of which was alledged 
as a proof of an offensive alliance between the 
Emperor and Spain, he had in his pocket the 
purport of the secret article relaung to that 
affair, which was only, That in case the King of 
Spain could produce a positive promise from 
Great Britain to restore Gibraltar, his Imperial 
Majesty would engage to become a mediator 
and guarantee for the performance of such 
a promise. That upon the whole matter, he 
hoped things were not yet brouglit to so despe- 
rate an issue, but that some means of accom- 
modetion oight be found out, without running 
Into an expensive war, and augmenting our 
forces, which he was afraid, would prove an 
aggravation of misfortunes. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer declared, That if the 
dangers they were threatened with, were so 
real, anil so imminent as seme people pretend- 
ed, be would be one of the foremost in the 
mnost speedy and most vigorous resolutions. 
But that he thought those dangers yet extreme 
distant, to say no more—That, indeed, some 
foreign princes may make a political use of the 
Pretender, as a state bug-bear to frighten and 
alarm us, and thereby endeavour to make us 
subservient to their ambitious designs; but 
that, in his opinion, bis interest was never so 
Tow, not bis party so inconsiderable and so 
despicable, as at present, and, therefore in 
this day’s debate he ought to be left intirely out 
of the question, That he was apprehensive 
the acquisition or sume dotninions abroad had 
sown the seeds, and were the true causes of 
the divisions and distractions, which now 
threaten the general tranquillity of Europe, by 
drawing us into unaccountable compliances for 
the emperor, on the one hand, and into a 
promise, at least a conditional one, for the 
restituuon of Gibraltar on the other hand: 
Both which had brought us at last into the pre- 
aent diticulties, 

In answer to these objections, 

Mr. Doddington took notice, That the eves 
of all Christendom were, at this critical junc- 
ture, fixed upon the British Parliament, whose 
resolutions had ever a great and just weight 
and influence in allthe affairsof Europe: And 
the season of the year being so far ad- 
vanced, they ought not to slip the first oppor- 
tunity that offered to give tis Majesty the 
stronyest assurances of supporting him in all his 
engagements he had entered mto with his 
allies, and in the measures that shall be judged 
necessary, for securing the rights and interests 
of his subjects, and the comunon cause of Eu- 
rope. That delays were ufteo dangerous, and 
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might be fatal in the present situation of affairs» 
which required vigorous and speedy resolutions, 
both for the encouragement of our friends, and 
the perfecting some alliances, that were al- . 
ready in great forwardness; and for the dis 
couragement of our enemies, who had already 
blocked up Gibraltar, and threatened it with a 
siege. That the measures that hed been taken, 
were but a consequence of the last year’s Reso- 
lutions. which that House bad come to, aftera 
full examination, and mature cunsideration of 
the state of affairs, then laid before both Houses 
by his Majesty: But that however, such an 
Address as was proposed, did not preclude a 
farther inquiry ito those matters. 

Mr. Horuce Walpole in answer to the objec- 
tion of the unsteadiness of our counsels, ob- 
served, That it hed often been matter of com- 
plaint: but that it was the unavoidable result 
of our situation, which puts us on that neces- 
sity, and, at the same time, gives us the pre- 
rogative of holding the balance of power in 
Europe: But that besides the preserving of 
that balance, which was in great danger of 
being destroyed by the conjunction of the Em- 
peror and king of Spain, and the intermar- 
riages of their issue, we had an intimate and 
immediate concern in maintaining our invalu- 
able nghts and privileges of commerce, which 
had been notoriously invaded ; and in defend- 
ing our possessions of Gibraltar and the Island 
of Minorca, which we had acquired, in lawful 
war, at @ vast expence of blood and treasure, 
and which had been yielded to us by several 
solemn treaties. 

Sir Robert Walpole said, As to the pon 
of restoring Gibraltar to the king of Spain, 
that such a promise not: having been made 
while he had the honour to be in the adminis- 
tration, he could say nothing to it.; that af 
such @ promise was ever made, he durst aver, 
that it was conditional, and made vuid and 
invalid by the king of Spain’s refusing to com- 
ply with the conditions un which it was made ; 
and that whenever the performance of thas 
proinise was mentioned to him, as insisted on 
by the king of Spain, he always delivered it as 
his fixed and positive opinion, that Gibraltar 
could not be given up without the consent of 
parliament. As to the Ostend Company, which 
a gentleman suggested, might have been 
nipped in the bud ; he left it to the House to 


judge, whether it had not been highly impru- 


dent and impolitic in us, to quarrel with the 
emperor about it, beture we had engaged 
both France and Holland in the danger and 
expence of that quarrel, who have, at lenst, 
an equal concern with us, in the suppressing of 
the Ostend trade. “And as to the danger of an 
invasion in favour of the Pretender, such early 
measures had been taken to defeat it, that he 
hoped by this time. it was pretty well over : 
But that besides the glaring appearances of 
enmity to his Majesty, and of favour and coun- 
tenance to the Pretender’s friends, at the courts 
of Vienna and Madrid, his Majesty had such 
undoubted and concurring evidence of a formed 
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design to invade his dominions, that it bad 
been the most unpardonable want of duty, and 
a criminal supineness in his munisters, not to 
take all possible precautions against it. And 
asto any measures that had been taken many 
years ago, and to which another member as- 
cribed the convulsions which now threaten the 
tranquillity of Europe, he was not at all con- 
cerned in those measures ; and so could say 
nothing to them ; neither were, indced, such 
remote aid groundless causes a proper subject 
for their present consideration 

At last, the question being put upon Mr. 
Onslow’s motion, if was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by 251 voices against 81: and a Com- 
Mittee was appointed to draw up an Addres ac- 
cordingly, which was the next day reported and 

to. 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.] January 
19. The Commons presented the same to his 
Majesty as follows : 


“ Most Gracious Sovereign, 

“We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
parliament assembled, return your Majesty 
our humblest thanks for your most gracious 
speech from the thrune. 

“The communication, which your Majesty 
has been pleased to make, of the proceedings 
end transactions in Europe for some time past, 
und of the engagements entered into, between 
the emperor and the-king of Spain, is an instance 
of your Majesty’s singular goodness, in being 
as desirous to give your people all reasonable 
satisfaction, as you have ever been solicitous 
for their good and welfare. 

* We are very sensible of the fatal tendency 
af the sudden and unaccountable conjunction 
between-those two crowns; and as this nation 
has always loaked with jealous eyes upon the 
very beginning.of every attempt made by their 
neighbours to establish, a commerce, at the 
azard and to the prejudice of our undoubted 
nghts and privileges ;-we cannot but be great- 
lyslarmed to see these incroachments upon 
our trade, and notorious infractions of treaties, 
eccompanied witha scheme of greatness that 

lays the foundation of a most exorbitant power, 
which, if not timely opposed, and withstood 
with vigour and resolution, may become for- 
midable to all Europe, and enable the aggres- 
‘ors, without controul, to maintain their un- 
Warrantable attempts. : 

‘Nor can weat all doubt of the spirit and 
design of this new friendship and alliance, when 
wesee it cemented by mutual obligations for 
Supporting one of the contracting powers in 
the unjustifiable and usurped exercise of the 
Ostend trade, at the same time that a peremp- 
tory demand is made and insisted upon by the 
other, for the restitution of Gibraltar, a place 
. =e importance to the trade of this king- 

_“* But the consideration that creates the 
highest resentment in your faithful Commons 
4, to see that whenever the ambition of foreign 


princes leads them to aspire and grasp at ex- 
orbitant power, or to acquire and possess them- 
selves of any valuable rights and privileges be- 
longing to the subjects of your Majesty and 
your allies, all guarantees, and the most solemn 
engagements of faith and gratitude to your 
Majesty, purchased by the blood and treasure 
of this nation, are cancelled and forgot; and 
it is vainly imagined that your Majesty must 
either tamely submit to, and patiently acquiesce 
under, the greatest indignities and injuries to 
your crown and people, wr be insulted with 
menaces and projects in favour of a popish 
Pretender. 

“ But your Majesty’s loyal, faithful, and 
affectionate subjects, the Commons of Great 
Britain, sensible of the inestimable blessings 
they enjoy under your Majesty’s most gracious 
and happy governinent, bave tuo great a regard 
to the honour and dignity of your crown, and 
too much abhorrence and detestation of an 
abjured Pretender, to suffer these vain terrors 
to have any ill etfect upon their minds or deli- 
berations, 

‘“‘ {tis with indignation that we see this ine 
jurious treatment and these provoking insults; 
and it is with an unshaken fidelity and resolu- 
tion, that we are determined, with our lives 
and fortunes, to stand by and support your 
Majesty againstall your enemies. 

* We must, at the same time, with all gra- 


titade, acknowledge your Majesty’s wisdom . 


and vigilance, in strengthening yourself with 
the alliance of powers united in interest, and 
best able to withstand the impending danger, 
and to support the common cause of Europe. 

“ We see, with the grentest satisfaction, the 
naval power of Great-Britain appegring in 
distant regions, ip its proper lustre, sv usetully 
and wisely employed to carry safety and pro- 
tection to your own subjects and to your allies, 
and to curb and restrain the boasted projects 
of the disturbers of the pence of Europe. 

‘’ And as we cangot but look upon the mea- 
sures and resolutions concerted and taken in 
opposition to, and in defiance of the most 
soleinn Treaties, as tending to an immediate 
rupture, we humbly beseech your Majesty, thas 
you will be pleased forthwith to give the ne- 
cessary orders for putting this kingdom into a 

osture of defence ; and we assure your Ma- 
Jesty, that we will not only cheerfully and ef- 
fectually raise the Supplies pecessary for the 
present exigency of affairs, but will support 
your Majesty in making good your engage- 
ments with your allies, in preserving the balance 
uf power in Europe, in defending the present 
possessions of the crown of Great-Britain, in 


“supporting the trade of this nation against all 


unjustifiable and pernicious incroachments, 
and in defeating and confounding all attemprs 
that shall be made in favour of the Pretender, 
and for the destruction of our religion, liber- 
ties, and properties. 


‘© And that all, who wish well to the peace — 


and quiet of your Majesty’s government, may 
have the satisfaction to see, that our present 
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necessities shall make uo interraption in the 
progress of that desirable work of gradually dis- 
charging the national debt, we will consider of 
the must proper metheds for immediately ap- 
plying the produce uf the sinking fund to the 
uses for which it was so wisely contrived, and 
to which it stands now appropriated ; and will 
repose such a trust aud confidence in your Ma- 
jesty as the public utility shall require, and as 
your Majesty shall find rezsonable and neces- 
sary for carrying on the great work in which 
your Majesty is engaged, for the interest and 


security of your people, and the common cause 
of Europe.” 


+ The King’s Answer.] To this Address the 
King returned the following Answer : 


“ Geutlemen; 

- “Treturn you my thanks for this very dutiful 
and Joyal Address: The just sense you have 
expressed of the present posture of affairs in 
F.urope, and the hearty assurances you have 
piven me of your support in defending my pos- 
sessions and the rights and privileges of my 
people as they are evidences of your known 
zeal and affection tomy person and govern- 
iment, I am persuaded they will coufirm the 
spirit and vigour of my allies, and convince 
my enemies how vain and ill grounded all their 
expectutions are, of being able tu succeed in 
any attempts to disturb the peace of Europe, 
and jn offering injuries and insults to this na- 
tion.” | “- 

Debate in the Lords onthe King’s Speech. 
January 24. The touse of Lords in a Gran 
Committee took into consideration his Ma- 
jesty’s Speech, which being read by the clerk, 
Tie earl of Strafford took notice, That it con- 
tained matters of the highest importance to 
the whole nation, and which therefore ought 
to be maturely weighed, the rather because 
his Majesty undoubtedly expected the advice 
of both Houses; and in particular of that as- 
sembly which is the standing council of the 
crown, That besides his Majesty’s Speech, 
several Papers relating to the present critical 
juncture had been laid before them, which 
scemed to require more time than they had 
been allowed to examine into them ; but since 
they were called upon it, on so shorta warning, 
his lordship moved, “ That the House might 
resolve itself into a Grand Commitiee, to take 
those important matters into their considera- 
tion.” ‘This motion being unanimously agreed 
to, the House went into a Grand Committee; 
and theclerk read tie titles of the several 
Papers laid before the House, consisting chiefly 
- of Letters and Memorials, that had passed be- 
tween the ministers of Great Britain, France 
and Spain, ond the Act of Accession of the 
States General to the Hanover Treaty. After 
the reading thereof, 

Lord Bathurst opened the debate, and took 
Notice, with what circumspection the States 
General had acted in this whole affair. That 
they had not fu'ly and entirely acceded to the 
Treaty of Hanover, since they bad formally and 
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expressly excused themselves from the general 
guaranty of the treaues of Westphalia and 
Oliva, in which they said, they were never 
enguged ; and as to the business of Thom, 
‘they had only promised to employ their friendly 
othices for obtaining a reasonable satisfaction : 
So that they acceded only upon account of the 
oth and 6th Atticles of the treaty of Munster, 
for preserving and maintaining their rights with 
respect to commerce; whereas by the treaty of 
Hanover, Great Britain and France stood en- 
gaged to guaranty to the Dutch, not only the 
said 5th and 6th Articles of the peace of West- 
phalia, but hkewise the Barrier treaty; aad the 
treaty of Oliva, in favour of the protestants of 
Germany. And thus, what they bad done did 
not deserve the naine of Accession, the rather 
because they had made it an express condition, 
That their act of accession should be approved * 
and raed by the king of Great Britain, the 
most Christian king, and the king of Prussia; 
But though this Jast potentate was one of the 
principal contractors in the treaty of Hanover, 
yet no mention being sow made of him, his 
lordstup could not tell what to make of it. 
That it seems his minister had refused signing 
the said Act of Accession, probably upon ac- 
connt of the Dutch excusing themselves from 
the general guaranty: But et bis reasons, for 
receding from Is engagements, be what they 
would, his example might te of a very danger- 
ous consequence, for by a letter from the duke 
de Bournonville, the Spanish minister at 
Vienna, it appeared, that they were not with- 
out hopes at the insperial cuurt, that France 
might thereby think herself disengaged from the 
Hanover alliance: In which event Great Bri- 
tain alone must bear the burden of an expeo- ' 
sive war with two of the greatest patentates 1p 
Europe. That the Dutch receiving tar greater 
advantages, than Great Brita, irom the East 
India traue, and consequently being more cone 
cerned than we in the suppression of the Ostend 
Company, ought, at least to bear an equal 
sharé with usin the expences of this war, and 
guaranty to us the possession of Gibraltar, in 
the same manner ss Greut Britain guaranties 


That, indeed the the duke de Ripperda aight 

have dropt some indiscreet expressions ; but 

that be was known to bea hot-headed man; 

and princes have a right to disavow the iodis- 

cretions of their ministers, which the king of 
Spain had done, in a most solemn manner, with 
relation to Ripperda. That it was well known, 
that violent ministers do many unaccountable 
things: And if their idie expressions were & 
just foundation for war, nations would ever be 
ut dagye:s drawing. That, for some true past, 
the emveror had been treated here very cava- 
lierly by some persons ; and that, in the me- 
morial the marquis de Pozz» Bueno left behind 
him, at his departure, it was suggested, That 
the violent state to which affairs are now re- 
duced, is owing to the ministers of England. 
That, in the sawe memorial, mention is made 
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ef-a positive promise by the king of Great Bri- 
taio, for the restitation of Gibraltar: which 
could not be supposed to have been said with- 
out some foundation; and therefore it would 
be bighly necessary co inquire, whether such « 
a was ever made ; and whether any thing 
ike it was mentioned ia the treaty coneluded 
at Madrid? Tie all possible methods of an 
atnicable accommodatiun ought to be tried be- 
fore they eagaged ia a-war, which, in our pre- 
sent circumstances, might be atteuded with 
very dangerous cuonsequeuces. That the na- 
tioa is loaded with a debt of above fifty mil- 
loas: That tnough they are told of a Sinking 
Fund applied to the gradual discharge of that 
burden, vet it was more to be wished than ex- 
pected, that the operation of that wise contri- 
vance should suffer no interruption, by the exi- 
gencies inseparable frum a war. That one of 
var best mathematicians has foretold, That if 
ever England raises above five millions in a 
year, it will infallibly be exhausted in a few 
years: Thatif, at this juncture, we shouid enter 
upon a war, and not meddle with the Sinking- 
Fund, according to the scheme of those in the 
administration, they must be obliged to raise, 
at least, seven millions a year upon the peuple 
of England ; the consequence of which was ob- 
Yious to any one who admitted the principle of 
that grent mathematician. That in some ofthe 
papers laid before the House, mention was 
made of great sums of money distributed to 
bring some measures to bear: that for hisown 
part, he had toucbed neither Spanish nor Eng- 
lish gold; he was neither a Spaniard nor a 
Frenchman; bot a true Engishman; and as 
long ashe had the honour to sit in that House, 
he would speak and act fur the good of his 
country, ‘Phat therefore he wou'd sum up all 
he had said, with earnestly desiriiy their Jord- 
ships serinusty to consider the matter before 
them, which was of the last consequence and 
mMportrace to the whole nation: What (said 
he) can we get by a war, if it be a successful 
one? I willsay it in use word, Nothing. What 
can we lose if it be unprosperous? I will say it 
in one word, ina syliable, All. 

The Duke of Argyle stuod up next, and took 
notice of an insinuation in lord Bathursi’s 
speech, grounded ov a suygestion from the 
duke de Bournonville, as if the court of France 
might, think themselves disergaved fiom the 

anover alliance, on account ot one of the 
Contracting parties in that Treaty, withdrawing 

imself from it: But that he might assure the 
House, that the king uf France stood frm to 
% engagemenis, aud, in the course of this 
whole affair, had acted in perfect concert with 
his Britannic Majesty: To evince which, his 
Brace desired, That the clerk might read the 
- letters on the table, from count de Morville, 
secretary of state to the most Christian king, 
fo bide alate the British ambassador in 
nae: and €o signior Massei, the pope's 
at Madrid, which were read accordiugly, 

and pave great satisfaction tothe House. 
Poe Lord ‘Cowashend stood up next, and in 


answer to lord Bathurst alledged, That the 
Treaty of Hanover being purely detensive, had 
made no alteration in the treaties subsisting 
betore, either between the coutrarting powers, 
or other princes and states: that the true aim 
and inten4on of this athance was a reciprocal 
vuarantee tor the protecting and maintaining 
the dominions and countries, beth in and out 
of Europe, whereof each of the alhes was 
actually possessed, at the time of the signing 
of this alliance: so that by acceding thereto, 
the crowns of Great britsin and France became 
guarantees of the 5th and 6th articles of the 
treaties of Munster, by which the Dutch are 
intitled to exclusive mghts and privileges of 
trade in the East-Indies: but that this gua- 
rantee was reciprocal between Great Britain 
and the Stairs General, since by the treaty of 
1667, Spain had granted to England the same 
rights and privileges which the Dutch enjoyed 
by the said 5th and 6th arucles of the treaty of 
Westphalia: that therefore the suppressing of 
the Ostend Company, which mantfestly aoe 
vaded those exclusive rights and privileges was_ 
become acommon cause between us and the 
Dutch; that our concern therein is almost 
equal to theirs; since our East-India trade 
brings about 300,000/. a year ito the customs, 
which being part of the general mortgage, if so 
considerable a branch of trade should be lost, | 
that yearly sum would -be taken from the sink- 
ing fund. That by former treaties Great Bri- 
tain was guarantee to the Dutch for their 
barrier in the Ne herlands, as reciprecal'y, by 
the same treaties they were guarantees to 
Great Britain for the Protestant succession 3 
So that, in those respects, we stvuod.no more 
engayed to them, than they to us. That, in- 
deed, by their act of accession to the Hanover 
alliance, the States General exempt themselves 
from the general guarantee of the treaties of 
Westphalia and Glia, to which they never 
stuod engaged; bat nevertheless, ly the same 
act they engage themselves to employ jointly 
with Great Britain and France their tnendly 
offices for obtaiming a reaso.able satisfaction 
and reparation, as ty the infractions which 
mizht have been made in the treaty of Oliva; 
which is as much as the contracting powers, 
have engaged themselves to. by the first secret 
article of the treaty of Ha over; and is, in- 
deed, as litle as the Protestant potentates 
could do in commiseration of the creat Severi-e 
ties lately exercised agaist the Protes:ants of 
Thorn, That as to the indecent expressions 
of the duke de Rip-perda, they were not al- 
ledged as a ju-t toundation for a rupture with 
Spain ; but only as corroborating indications 
of an offensive alliance between tat: prince 
and the emperor, of which there were such 
convincing proots, as left no rvom to doubt it. 
That as to the secret article of that alliance in 
favour of the Preiender, his Majesty had re- 
received from several parts such positive in- 
formations, that if the safety of the state per- 
mitted to lay those advices before the House, 
they would no more question the certainty of 
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But his lordship hoped 
that illustrious assembly would not think any 
ef his Majesty's servants, who had the honour 
to sit amongst them, su audacious as to tell 
them downright untruths, or to presume to im- 
pose upon their lurdships by alledging facts of 
$o great importance, without sutlicient vouchers. 
That as to the other articles of the secret of- 
fensive alliance, relating to the supporting of 
the Ostend company, and the restitution of 
Gibraltar, the king of Spain and his ministers 
were so far from denying them, that on the 
contrary, they did not scruple publicly to avow 
them. That hereupon his Majesty could not, 
in prudence, but take early and proper mea- 
sures to oppose an alliance so directly levelled 
against his crown and dignity, and invasive of 
the most valuable rights and privileges ac- 
guired to bis subjects by the most solemn trea- 
ties. That, at the same time, notwithstand- 


ing these high provocations, his Majesty shewed 


his inclination and disposition to an amicable 
accommodation; and with this view, it was in- 
timated to the courts of Vienna and Madrid, 
that if the emperor would reinove the Ostend 
Company to Trieste, or any other place in his 
dominions, which did not heretofore belong to 
the Spanish monarchy, Great Britain would 
quietly acquiesce: But instead of accepting 
this proposal, those two courts not only seemed 
resolved to support the Ostend trade, but 
Spain, in the memorial lately presented by the 
marquis de Pozzu Bueno, insisted on the speedy 
restitution of Gibialtar, by virtue of a pre- 
tended positive promise, which exists no where; 
which put his Majesty, and the whole nation, 
under the necessity of a vigorous self-defence. 
Lord Bingley urged, That in our present 
situation, we should use all possible methods to 
avoid entcring into a war, which might prove 
of long continuance, and of which we should 
be obliged to bear the main burden without 
any prospect of real advantage in the conclu- 
sion. That we were involved in an immense 
debt which could not be increased (as it would 
infallibly, in the progress of the war) without 


endangering the nation’s sinking under the 


load. That the distractions which now threat- 
ened the peace of Europe, were mainly owing 
to our fluctuating councils, That after a long 
and expensive, but most glorious war, we had, 
at last, compassed the main end of the grand 
alliance, which was to give the house of 
Austria a reasonable satisfaction, and to settle 
the balance of power in Europe, both which 
were effectually done by the peace of Utrecht. 
But that upon his Majesty's accession, some 
persons made it their business to exclaim 
against all that had been done in the former 
glorious reign. ‘That they had made the power 
and riches of Great Britain subservient to the 
boundless ambition of the house of Austria; 
having, in concert with France, formed tbe 
scheme of the quadruple alliance, and put the 
emperor in possession of Sicily, which bore 
down the scale on his side, and entirely over- 
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turned the balance of power. That we were 
never told what recompence Great Britain was 
to have for our excessive complaisance to the 
emperor, (as was owned in a late treatise wrote 
to justify the present measures,) in which it is 
alledged, “‘ That we were hastening apace to 
muke the emperor a power too great and too 
formidable; and that we sbould find in him, 
at last, the enemy we then dreaded only in 
another.” Neither was it yet known what 
equivalent Great Britain was to have for Gib- 
raltar, the restitution of which the most 
Christian king undertook to procure tn the 
king of Spain, and which undoubtedly the re- 
gent of France would not have mentioned in 
the manifesto against Spain, unless he had ob- 
tained a previous promise for it. That what- 
ever grounds there were for these counsels, the 
reason now given fur running counter to them, 
is still the same ; to wit, That it is the preroga- 
tive, as well as the interest of Great Britain, 
to hold the balance of power in Europe. That 
he did not absolutely deny this maxim: bae 
as it might serve to justify any rupture, it ought 
to be confined within proper bounds; for if 
this prerogative were wantonly exerted, it 
might engage us in perpetual wars; and, at 
last, prove fatal to our trade, the main spring 
of our wealth and power. That the republic 
of Venice was a preguant instance of this truth, 
and a standing warning to all trading nations: 
for by their refined politics, and meddling too 
far in the differences of the great potentates of 
Europe, under pretence of holding the balance, 
they first lost their commerce, and soon after 
their greatness and consideration. That by our 
late quarrels with Spaip, that branch of our 
trade which heretofore was very considerable, 1s 
almost entirely lost ; and if upon account of the 
unprofitable, not to say ruinous trade to the 
East-Indies, we should now engage in a war 
against the emperor, it will endanger the loss 
of the great and profitable commerce we drive 
in Germany: Concluding, That we ought to 
try all possible means tq bring matters in dis-. 
pute to an amicable accommodation to which 
the emperor seemed not disinclined. ; 

The Earl of Peterborough said, That let ovr 
circumstances be what they would, we ought to 
exert ourselves for the honour and dignity of 
the crown, and defend the just rights and privi- 
leges of the nation, 

Lord Carteret answered lord Bingley, urging, 
That it was no wonder that noble lord so highly 
applauded the peace of Utrecht, and ascribed 
our misfortunes to the measures pursued in 
this reign: for this way of reasoning became 
well enough those who had gouve so great 
lengths with the late Queen’s last ministers. 
Nor was it, for the same reason, at all surpris- 
ing, his lordship should give so melancholy a 
prospect of our affairs: that the courts of 
Vienna and Madrid undoubtedly entertained 
the same notions of Great Britain, else they 
would not dare to insult us ; to offer indignities 
to his Majesty, and to treat our ministers with 
contempt, making them waitin an anti-chame 
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ber for a cedula ; that we ought not invidi- 
ously to inquire into the causes of our misfor- 
tunes; but consider of proper means tv do 
vurselves justice, and to make suitable returns 
to his Majesty’s paternal care in laying betore 
bis Parliament the present state of affairs in 
Europe, and the measures taken to prevent 
the dangers that threatened us: that we want 
neither wealth nor strength, and, be hoped, we 
should not want spirit to assert our rights, and 
to maintain his Majesty and his royal progeny 
on the throne: That the example of the repub- 
lic of Venice far from deterring us, ought rather 
to excite us to make our last effurts to support 
the commerce of these kingdoms, against the 
epcroachments made upon it contrary to the 
most solemn treaties; for the decay of that 
powerful state was not owing to their meddling 
with the differences among the potentates of 
Europe, but rather to the loss of the great 
trade they carried on in the East-Indies, through 
the Red Sea ; by reason of the settlements 
which the Portuguese, and after them the Dutch 
and other nations, made there: That our 
share in the East-India trade is neither so in- 
considerable, nor so unprofitable, as some 
Were pleased to represent it: that, indeed, as 
bat commerce drains Europe of agreat deal of 
silver, and returns only trifling commodities, 
that serve to feed luxury, arid which conse- 
quently we might be without, it were, perhaps, 
to be wished that it might be entirely laid 
aside: but that this must be done by the ge- 
neral consent of all the states concerned in it ; 
otherwise they who gave it up would be obliged 
to buy at adear rate of them who should 
Carry it on, those commodities which custom 
have rendered in a manner necessary : that as 
to the trade to Spain; we have, for many years 
past, lost a great part of it: but that, on the 
other hand, we have very much enlarged our 
dealings with Portugal, which are far more ad- 
Vantageous to us. And as for our trade to 
any, though the emperor may cramp and 
restrain it, in his hereditary dominions, as he 
already done by prohibiting several of our 
Commodities, that loss is inconsiderable, since 
cannot depnve us of our commerce to the 
other parts of the empire, and the North, by 
way of Hamburgh, Dantzick and other 
‘anse towns. That though in many things he 
difered from the noble lords, who spoke on the 
other side, yet he agreed with them, that peace 
8 more eligible than war, especially for a trad- 
mg Nation ; gnd therefore that all possible me- 
~0ds of accommodation ought to be tried. That 
it was yet uncertain, whether we ought to look 
“pon the emperor and the king of Spain as 
ends or enemies: that the hest friends may 
Sometimes fall out; but as no prince has a 
fa tt encroach upon others, the most effec 
a way to restore amity, was to come to vi- 
fous resolutions ; and to put ourselves in a 
st of doing ourselves justice. 

as sit ch endeavoured to shew, That 
Upon very unequal, very unreasonable 
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new alliance: that their act of accession 
was in reality oo accession at all; since 
they exempt themselves from the general 
guaranty of the treaties of Munster and Oliva, 
and of any possessions in dispute, where- 
as we stand engaged to guaranty all their pre- 
tensions to trade, and their barrier in the Ne- 
therlands: adding, that the guaranty of the 
treaty of Oliva mentioned inthe frst separate 
article of the treaty of Hanover, was not con- 
fined to good offices, but extended to see that 
treaty supported, maintained and observed to 
all intents and purposes: that the king of 
Prussia, one of the original contracting powers 
in the treaty of Hanover, having refused to sign 
the said act of accession, seemed thereby to 
have renounced or withdrawn himself from that 
alliance, since by the seventh article of it, the 
States General were particularly invited to ac- 
cede te it: that they wanted several informa- 
tions relating to the negociations and mea- 
sures mentioned in his Majesty’s speech; 
which were the subject-matter of their present 
consideration, and ought to be well examined 
into, before they :pproved those measures, 


Resolution upproving of the Measures taken 
with respect to Sain His lordship being an- 
swered by the duke of Argyle, the lord Towns 
hend moved, ‘ That it fully appears to this 
Committee, upon consideration of his Majesty’s 
Speech, and the Letters and Memorials lnid 
before the House by his Majesty’s order, That 
the measures his Majesty has thought fit to take 
were honourable, just, and necessary for pre- 
venting the execution of the dangerous engage~ 
ments entered into in favour of the Pretender, 
for preserving the dominions belonging to the 
crown of Great Britain by solemn treaties, and 
particularly those of Gibraltar and the island of 
Minorca, and for maintaining to bis people their 
most valuable rights and privileges of Commerce 
and the peace and tranquillity of Europe.” 
Then the question being put upon the said mo- 
tion, it was agreed to by a great majority, 


Protest against the said Resolution.) The 
House being resumed, the lord De la War re- 
ported the said Resolution; and the same being 
twice read, the question was put, whether to 
agree with the Committee in this resolution ? It 
wis resolved in the affirmative. Content 938, 
not content 25. 

“+ Dissentient” 

1. “ The Resolution of the Committee being 
not only a justification of the measure thereia 
mentioned, but tending to approve the coun- 
sels which have been given to the crown relating 
thereto, we can by no means agree, that it 
fully appears they were honourable, just, and 
necessary, before they have been maturely 
and distinctly considered ; the only question as 
yet debated in the Committee (except the Tee 
solution) being upon sn address of advice te 
his Majesty for obtaining a further security 
from and confidence with bis allies, in case of 


a rupture ; which Address appeared to us more 


Very unjust terms with the Dutch, in this | reasonable and necessary, in the present con- 


8 


a 


6 
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junctare, than any vote of approbation; we 
therefore canuut concur in approving measures 
and counsels nut yet examined into, the fur- 
ther consideration whereof may be also pre- 
cluded by this resolution. 

2.“ The Papers ‘hitherto laid before the 


"House in order to the consideration of his Ma- 


Jesty’s Speech, are such only as, concerned the 
accession of the States-General to the treaty 
of Hanover, and the letters and memorials 
since the arrival of the British fleet on the 
coast of Spain in America; hut none of the 
Negociations or measures (which we suppose to 
have been mans) that have beer carried on 
between the Courts of Great /Britain and 
Vienna, and the Northern powers, which his 
Majesty's speech and the Resolution also may 
have relation to, have as. yet been communi- 
cated to this House: But all those measures, 
and many others unknown (as we believe to 
this House) are in our opinions, 1atended to be 
approved and justitied by this Resolution; to 
which therefure we cannot concur, no more 
than if it had decl:red the measures honour- 
able, just, and necessary, which shall hereafter 
be taken for the purposes therein mentioned. 

S. Although we rely, in the most dutiful 
manner, on the declaration made from the 
throne, concerning a secret dangerous engage- 
ment for placing the Pretender on the throne 
of these kingdoms; yet finding by the papers 
laid before the House, that any such engage- 
ment or measure, for putting the same ip exe- 
cution, is absolutely denied on the part of the 
crown of Spain (one of the supposed parties 
to the said enyazement) we cannot agree to the 
resolution, because time may evince, that the 
informations his Majesty has received concern- 
ing that engagement were notjustly grounded ; 
and the measures taken to prevent the execu- 
tions of them (whatever they were) not having 
been as yet particularly considered, we can- 
not declare them honourable, just und ne- 
cessary. 

4.“ We find it charged in one of the papers 
laid before the House, that very considerable 
sums of money have been sent and employed 
in France, Holland, Prussia, Sweden, aad other 
places, to promote and accomplish the designs 
of the British court; which insinuation, as 
vile as we think it is, the Committee have not 
yet taken the same into their consideration, 
though a thorough examination into the grounds 
of that insinuation is, in our opinions, abso- 
lutely necessary for the honvur of his Majesty's 
government, and the satisfaction of this House ; 
we cannot therefore agree to the Resulution, 
which, as we conceive, may be construed to 
stop all future inquires into this matter. 

5. * Whatever measures may have been 
taken to preserve Gibraltar and the Isle of 
Minorca, yet we cannot agree to declare them 
honourable, just,-and necessary, before they 
have been fully considered by the Committee ; 
and the rather, because we fed it asserted, on 
the part of Spain, in poe or more of the me- 
morials before the House, thet a positive pro- 
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mise has been made, on the behalf of Great 
Britain, for the restitution of Gibraltar to Spain ; 
on the performance of which promise Spain, as 
it appears to us, still insists: We cannot there- 
fore agree to the resoluuon, befure, the truth 
and all the circumstances of that pretended 
promise are thoroughly examioed into ; which 
promise, if it should appear to have beeu 
made, as is asserted, we are of opinion, that 


At was highly criminal in those who advised it. 


6. “ The measures taken for maintaining 
the British commerce and the tranquillity of 
Europe have not, as we think, been under the 
distinct consideration of the Committee, since 
the Memorials and Letters were laid before the 
Iiouse; And the oppositions made, if any, on 
behalf of Great Britain at the court of Vienna, 
to the Ostend Company, are unknown to us, as 
well as the circumstances relating to the late 
Baltick expedition; and yet all these matters 
were the proper consideration of the Com- 
mittee; for which, and the other reasons 
abovementioned, we being apprehensive, that 
the resolution proposed may not give solid 
ground of satisiaction to the people of Great 
Britain, or to any foreign powers in alliance 
with us, or conduce to the honour of his Ma- | 
jesty’s government, or the support of the dig 
nity of this House, cannot agree thereto.—— 
( neue) Scarsdate, Bruce, Strafford, St. Jobn 

e Bletsoe, Weston, Oxford asd Mor. 
timer, Bristol, Montjoy, Leehmere, 
Gower, Compton, Coventry, Aberdeen, 
Boyle, Batburst, Foley. 


Lord Lechmere moves for an Address to the 
King, to muke farther Instances with the King 
of Prussia and the States General for thar 
more entire concurrence with his Majesty.} 
After this a motion was made by lord Lechmere, 
aud seconded by lord Foley, — 

“‘ That an humble Address be made to his 
Majesty, representing the deep concern of this 
House, on the prospect of the imminent dan- 
gers which threaten these kingdoms, and all 
Europe, at this juncture, from the formidable 
confederacies which his Mujesty assured his 
parliament were entered into between the 
courts of Spain, Vicnna, Russia, and other 
great powers, whereby the general tranquillity 
may soon be broke, and Europe engaged in a 
new war. And it appearing to this House, 
from the Act of Accession of the States Ge- 
neral, and the separate Articles thereto be- 
longing, that their accession is made upon se- 
veral conditions and reserves on their part, 
and particularly, that in the separate Article 
concerning the commerce fromthe Austrian 
Low Countries to the Indies, it is provided, 
‘That, if, on account of their use of their 
© rights of commerce, or in hatred of tbat al- 
‘lance, any disturbance should happen, and 
‘his imperial Majesty should suspend or retain 
‘the payment of the subsidies due to the re-- 
‘ public, for the maintenance of their troops in 
‘ the places of the barrier, or the payment of 
¢ the interest and principal placed by mortgage 
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perous combinations levelled against Great Bri- 
tain, and by which such a repartition of con= 
quests, in case of success, might be previously 
settled, as, in the event, would prevent the loss 
of a just balance of power in Europe; and we 
are the more convinced of the necessity of the 
advice proposed in the Address, because we 
find in one of the letters laid before the House, 
That a proposition has beea made by the court 
of Spain to the king of France, though not 
agreed to, to declare himself against Great Bri- 
tain, on a pretence (which we hope is gruund- 
less) That the Defensive Alliance between Great 
Britain and France doth no longer subsist.— 
(Signed,) Scarsdale, St. J ohn de Bletsoe, Gower, 


¢ on divers funds assigned by his Imperial Ma- 
* jesty for the security of that payment, or 
«make ose of any other kind of reprizals or 
‘ waysof force, that it is the intention of the 
‘other contracting powers to protect and 
‘ maintain the States General in their rights of 
‘ commerce to the Indies, and guaranty them 
¢from all the consequences which might result 
¢ there irom, without having power to proceed 
‘ by force against the company of Ostend, be- 
¢ fore the contracting powers shall have agreed 
‘thereon. And, by another separate Article, 
< it being stipulated and reserved to the States 
¢ General, that they shall continue to have the 
¢ same liberty, with respect to every thing that 
¢ shall be proposed to them by the contracting 
* powers, upon such points, whose object shall 
< be the maintaining the balance of power in 
‘Europe, as they had before their acce-sion, 
¢ without being bound by their accession to 
‘ take part in the measures which they should 
é not consent to.’ . 
“And itappearing to this House, That his 
Prussian Majesy did not concur in in the said 
accession of the States General, in consequence 
of all which the streagth and security which the 
Treaty of Hanover might otherwise import, in 
the present unhappy conjuncture, is much 
weakened, and, in case of a genera] rupture, 
the danger as well as the bnrthen of the war 
- must fall upon Great Britain, and the preserva- 
tion of the balance of power in Europe depends 
on the continuance of the friendship and as- 
sistance of France alone, tni.s3 more effectual 
measures are taken for that great end. 
«s Therefore that this House, out of duty to 
his sacred Majesty, and from their unfeigned 
zeal for thesafety of his goverument and the 
liberties of Europe, doth most earnestly be- 
seech his Majesty, to make new aud pressing 
costances with his Prussian Majesty, and the 
States General, to concur with his Majesty, 
and bis other allies, in such manner as the pre- 
sent critical and dangerous juncture requires, 
and as, in the event of a war, in case a war 18 UD- 
avoidable, his Majesty may, by the blessing of 
God, secure a just balance of power in Europe, 
as well as the religion, liberties, properties and 
commerce of his subjects.” 


Protest against rejecting it.) But this being 
objected to, and the question put, whether such 
an Address be made to his Majesty? It was re- 


solved in the negative. 


«¢ Dissentient’ 

@ The Address proposed representing, a8 we 
think, the present state of the late defensive 
ajliance made at Hanover, which, for ought ap- 

ars to us, is the main support on which Great 

Htain can depend, beside its own strength, in 
acase of @ general rupture in Europe; we 
thoucht it highly necessary, that it should have 
assed into a resolution, whereby his Majesty's 
Reads might have been strengthened in his fu- 
tore concerts vwvith his allies, and such further 
measures effected, as are necessary to preserve 
his alliances during the war, against the dan- 
Vout. V — 


} 
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Bristol, Coventry, Strafford, Bathorst, 
Montjoy, Boyle, Compton, Bruce, Aber- 
deen, Weston, Oxford and Mortimer, 
Lechmere, Masham, Foley.” 


Motion for a farther Consideration of the 


King’s Speech.] Then it was moved to resulve, 
That this House will on this day sen’night 
take into farther consideration his Majesty’s mast 
gracious Speech. And after debate, the question 
being put on the said motion ? It was resolved 
in the negative. : 


Protest on its passing in the Negative.} 


“‘ Dissentient’ 1. Because the Coramittee hav- 
ing sat one day only on the consideration of 
his Majesty’s Speech, could possibly deliberate 


but upon few of the many weighty points which 


arise there’; on all which the advice and 
support of this Hcuse, in our opinions, is abso- 
lutely necessary ; and since even the facts re= 
lating to many of these weighty matters have 
not, as we conceive, been yct laid before the 
House, we think the farther consideration of 


the speech should not have been refused; there. 


not being, as we believe, any precedent for such 


a refusal, under the like circumstances on the 


Journals of this House. 

9. “ His Majesty’s Speech containing the 
causes of calling his parliament, and the-ad- 
vice of this House to the crown being required 
thereon, the refusal of the day proposed, seems 
toustending to disable the House from dis- 
charging their duty to the crown, as well as to 
the kingdom, in this critical and dangerous 
juncture; and as the further consideratidn pro 
posed, is thereby at present refused, the pre- 
cedent, as we fear, lays a foundation for de- 
priving this House, in future times, of any Op- 
portunity at all for such considerations, by 
which means this House must, in our opinions, 
be rendered.useless in those great affairs whereon 
the safety and support of the liberties of the 
kingdom muy depend.——(Signed,) Bruce, 

Aberdeen, Strafford, Bristol, Scarsdale, 
Oxford and Mortimer, Lechmere, Wes- 

. ton, Masham,Coventry, Bathurst, Mont- 
joy, Boyle, Foley, St. Jobn de Bletsoe, 
Gower, Compton.” 


A Supply voted.| January 20. Ina Com- 
mittee of the whole House his Majesty’s Speech 


. 


was taken into consideration by the Commons. 
2N 
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Anda motion that a supply be granted to bis 
Majesty, was unanimously agreed to. 

an. 21. Mr. Farrer, from the said Com- 
mittee, reported the Resolution for a Supply, 
which was agreed to nem. con. atid it was re- 
solved, to address his Majesty for the usual Es- 
timates for the year 1727. 

Jan. 23. The Commons resolved to address 
his Majesty for the “ Accession of the States 
General to the Treaty of Hanover, together 
with the separate Articles, if there were any 
as also forthe Copies of such Memorials, and 
Letters with the Answers thereto, as passed 
between his Majesty’s ministers, and the courts 
of Vienna and Spain, since the communica- 
tion of the Treaty of Peace between the em- 
peror and the king of Spain, to his Majesty by 
the emperor’s minister :” But a motion being 
made by sir William Wyudham, and the ques- 
tion put, to address his Majesty, for a copy of 
the Memorial presented to the king of Sweden, 
by Mr. Poyntz, his Majesty's envoy extraor- 
dinary, relating to the accession of the crown of 
Sweden to the treaty of Hanover, dated at 
Stockholm the 4th of June, 1726: as also ano- 
ther motion being made by Mr. Pulteney, and 
the question put to address his Majesty, for 
she Secret Offensive Alliance between the ein- 
peror and the king of Spain, both these ques- 
tions were carried in the negative, without 
dividing. ; 

Debate on the Number of the Land Forces. | 
Jan. 25. The Commons, in a grap ' committee, 
eosnidered farther of the Suppiy, particularly 
with relation to the Land forces; and Mr. Henry 
Pelham, having shewn the necessity of an aug- 
mentation of about 8,000 men, dragoons and 
foot, the same was warmly opposed by Mr. 
Shippen, Dr. Friend, sir Wiliam Wyndham, 
Mr. Hungerford and others; who were answer- 
ed by Mr. Henry Pelham, col. Bladen, sir Wil- 
liam Yonge, and general Wade ; so that it was, 
at last, resolved by 250 voices against 85, 
4. * That the number of effective men to be 

rovided for guards, garrisons, and land forces 
Br the year 1727 be, including 1850 invalids, 
and 555 men, which the six independant com- 
panies consist of for the service of the highlands, 
26,383 men; 2. That the sum of 885,494/. 9s. 4d. 
be granted for defraying the charge thereof.” 
These Resolutions being the next day reported, 
were agreed to by the House. 


Jan. 27. Copies and Translations of several 
Memorials, Letrers, &c. relating to the coorts of 
Vienna and Spain, were laid before the House, 
after which, in a Grand Committee, the Com- 
mens considered of ways and means to raise 
the Supply, and sir Robert Walpole having 
shewed the necessity of laying four shillings iv 
the pound on Jand, the same was opposed by 
sume members, who alledged, That it were 
more eligible to apply the produce of the 
Sinking Fund towards the present necessities ; 
, but the question being put upon sir Rebert 
Walpole’s motion, it was resolved in the af- 
firmanive, by 190 voiees against 81, which Re- 


PARL. HISTORY, 13 Groncs I. 


1727.,<-Debate on the Land Forces. [548 


solution, being the next day reported, was 
agreed to by the House. 


Motion fora Copy of the Letter, on which — 
the King of Spain founds his Demand of the 
Restitution of Gibraltar.] February 6. Mr. 
Sandys moved, “‘ That an homble Address be 
presented to his Majesty, that he would he 
graciously pleased to communicate to this 
House, Copies of the Declaration, Letter, or 
Engagement, which in the Marquis de Pozo- 
bueno’s Letter to the Duke ot Newcastle of the 
21st of December last, is asserted to be a posi- 
tive Promise, upon which the King of Spain 
founds his peremptory Demand for the Resti- 
tution of Gibraltar, which had been so solemoly 
yielded tu the crown of Great Britain by the 

reaty of Utrecht, and was afterwards con- 
firmed and granted to Great Britain by the 
king of Spain’s accessiun to the Quadruple Al- 
liance.” | 

This motion was seconded, and strenuously 
supported by sie William Wyndham, Mr. 
Hungerford, and also by Mr. William Pulteney, 
who took notice of a Letter, written in 1721, 
to one of the Emperor’s Plenipotentiaries at 
Cambray, wherein a Promise for the Restitu- 
tion of Gibraltar was expressly mentioned: 
But they were opposed hy Mr. Henry Pelham, 
Mr. Thomas Broderick, Mr. H. Walpole, and 
sir Robert Walpole. The latter did not dise 
own, That such a promise might indeed have 
been made in a former administration; bet 
this he was sure of, that if there was sucha 
promise, it was upon certain conditions, which, 
not having been performed within the limited 
time, was thereby become invalid; and as for 
the Declaration or Letter, the communication 
of which was insisted on, the same was altoge- 
ther impracticable and unprecedented ; the 
private letters of princes being almost as sacred 
as their very persons. ‘Then the previous 
question being put, whether the question upon 
Mr. Sandys's motion should be put? It was 
carried in the negative, by 204 voices agaiust 97. 


Feb. 7, The Commons resolved to address 
his Majesty for Copies of such Memorials and 
Representations, as have been made to the 
Court of Vienna, concerning the Charter 
granted to the Ostend Company, with the An- 
swers thereto: After which, the lord Morpeth 
moved, “ That another Address be presented © 
to his Majesty, that he would be graciously 
pleased to direct Copies to be laid before this 
House, of all such Memorials, ar Representa- 
tions to his Majesty, from the crowns of Swe- 
den and Denmark, as did induce bim to send 
the squadron of ships the last year into the 
Baltic, at so great an expence to this kingdom.” 
He was seconded by sir William Wyndham ; 
but opposed by sir William Yonge, and the 
bon. Mr. Verney. Hereupon Mr. Walpole en- 
deavoured to justify all the steps that had been 
taken by Great Britain, since his Majesty's 
happy accession, particylasly from the opening 
of the Congress of Cambray to this present 
time, to preserve the balance of power, the 


( 
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of Europe, and the tranquillity of the 

sof: and with this last view i: prevent the 
Csarina’s designs against Sweden and Den- 

_ wark,in favuur of the duke of Holstein. Mr. 
Wiliam Pulteney answered him, and was re- 
pled to by Mr. Broderick; and the question 
being put upon the lord Morpeth’s motion, it 
passed in the negative, by 196 voices against 79. 


Motion relating to the Sum of 125,0001. 
charged for Extraordsnaries in the Account of 
the Deficiencies of last Year's Grants.] Feb. 

18. Upon the order of the day, for the House 
to go into a Grand Coinmittee to consider of 
the Supply, several Papers were referred to the 
sad Committee, viz. the Copy and Translation 
of the Convention between Great Britain, the 
States General, and the landgrave of Hesse 
Casel, February 13th, 1701-2, also the Esti- 
mate of the charge of 4,000 horse, and 8,000 
foot of the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, from the 
Istof April, to the 24th of December 1727. 
Then a motion was made by the Court party, 
and the question put, “‘ That the Account 
thewing how the money given for the service of 
the year 1726, has been disposed of, distin- 
guished under the several heads, until the 1st 
day of February 1726-27, and the parts there- 
of remaining unsatisfied, with the deficiency 
thereupon, be referred to the said Committee :” 
But there being in that Account an Article of 
the sum of 125,000/. charged, in general terms, 
as issued out for other engagements and ex- 
pences over and above such as are therein par- 
ucularly specified, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Onslow 
and Mr, William Pulteney strenuously insisted, 
That before the said Account of the Deficiency 
of the last year’s Grants was referred to the 
Grand Committee, which reference, according 
to the usage of parliaments, tacitly implies an 
acquiescence in the disposal of the money 
therein mentioned, the House should be ac- 
quamted with a particular disposition of so con- 
siderable a sum as that of 125,000/. This was 
as strongly op by sir William Strickland, 
Mr. Horatio Walpole, and sir Robert Walpole, 
40 that the previous question being put, That 
the question be put upon the motion before- 
Mentioned, the same occasioned a debate that 
lasted till six in the evening, when the said pre- 
vious question being called for, it was resolved 
in the affirmative, by 178 voices against 78 ; 
and the main question being put, it was or- 
dered, That the said Account be referred to 
the said Committee. This done, the House 
went into a Grand Committee on the Supply, 
end resolved to grant the sum of 160,306/. 17s. 
$d. to make good the deficiency of the Grants 
for the year 1726. 


An Address for an Account of the said Sum. 
Feb, 14. The brahonaince Lae ee 
lke to meet with great opposition, by 
 Fesson of the 125,000/. above-mentioned, it 
was moved, and resolved, without dividing, to 
address his ape sere for a particular and dis- 
Hact Account of the distribution of the sum of 
which, in an Account laid before the 
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House, vee | how the money given for the 
bie 1726, has been disposed of, is charged to 

ve been issued for other, engagements and 
expences, over and above such as are therein 
particularly specified, for the securing the trade 
of this kingdom, apd preserving the peace of 
Europe ; and also of the times when the said 
sum of 125,000/. was issued and distributed. 
After this, Mr. Farrer reported the Resolution 
on the Supply above-mentioned, which was 
agreed to. 


Petition from the Commissioners of Hawkérs 
to enable them io compound for a Debt to the 
Crown.] Feb. 15. A Petition of George. 
Townsend and others, late Cominissioners for 
Licensing Hawkers, &c. was presented to the- 
House, and read, praying, That leave may be 
hie to bring in a Bilkto enable the Lords 

ommissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury to 
compound with the Petitioners for a debt due 
to the crown, occasioned by the default of 
Thomas Tomkins, late Cashier of the said 
office, who hath withdrawn himself beyond the 
seas, or that they may have such other relief as 
to the House shall seem meet. Sir Robert 
Walpole having acquainted the House, That 
his Majesty gave bis consent, that such a Bill 
migbt be brought into the House, as was de 
sired by the Petitioners, the said Petition was 
referred to a Committee of the whole House. 


The King’s Answer tothe Commons’ Address. | 
Sir Paul Methuen reported to the 
House, That his Majesty had commanded him 
to acquaint this House: “ That the sum of mo- 
ney mentioned in their Address of the 14th, ’ 
has been issued aad disbursed, pursuant to the 
power given to his Majesty by Parliament, for 
Necessary services and engagements of the ut- 
most importance to the trade and navigation 
of this kingdom, and the tranquillity of Europe, 
and which require the greatest secrecy; and 
therefore a particular and distinct Account of 
the distribution of it cannot possibly be given, 
without a manifest prejudice to the public.” 


Mr, Pulteney moves for a second Address on 
thut Head.] Hereupon Mr. William Pulteney 
endeavoured to shew the insufficiency of that 
answer, alledging, That he bad an entire con- 
fidence in his Majesty’s great wisdom, paternal 
care and royal word; but that when in the last | 
session the House came to a Resolution, * effec- 
tually to provide for and make good all such 
expences and engagements as should be made, 
for the security of the trade and navigation of 
this kingdom, and for the preservation of the 
peace of Europe;” the Commons did not 
thereby divest themselves of their undoubted 
right of being acquainted with the disposition 
of public money; that if they gave up 50 es- 
sential a right, that House would become alto- 
géther useless, or serve only blindly to approve 
of and register the acts and deeds of the mi-_ 
nisters. That he did not, in the least, doubt 
the issuing and disbursement of the 125,000/. 
in question, for necessary services: but thet if 
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they were satisfied with such a general Ac- 
count, the same might in future reigns prove a 
very dangerous precedent, and serve to cover 
embezziements of the public treasure; there- 
fore he moved, “ ‘That a farther huwble Ad- 
dress be made to his Majesty, humbly repre- 
senting the indisputable right of this House, to 
have particular and distinct Accounts laid be- 
fore them of the disposition of all money 
granted by this House, for the service of the 

ublic ; and that this House did most earnestly 
escech his Majesty, that he would be graci- 
outly pleased to order such an Account of the 
125,000/. said to have been expended for se- 
curing the trade of this kingdom, and preserving 
the peace of Europe, to be forthwith laid before 
the House.” 

This motion was seconded by Mr. Shippen, 
but was opposed by Mr. Doddington, Mr. 
Lewis and sir William Yonge; upon which 
there was a high and warm debate, from ome 
¢ill six in the afternoon. The courtiers repre- 
eented, That the sum in question was incon- 
siderable, and that it was impossible effectually 
to carry on important negotiations, without ex- 
pending a great deal of money in secret ser- 
vice. And Mr, St. John Broderick mentioned 
in particular, a case in queen Anne's reign, 
when the Commons acquiesced in such a gene- 
ral Answer, for a more considerable sum. The 
precedent by him quoted was read by the 
clerk, as follows, viz. | 

‘On the 16th of January, 1710-11, Mr. Se- 
€ cretary St. John acquainted the Commons, 
€that their Addresses of. the 5th and 8th 
¢ instant, bad been presented to her Majesty, 
¢ viz. That she would be pleased to pive direc- 
¢ tion to the proper officers to lay before the 
‘House, accounts relating to the poundage 
* and days-pav, deducted out of the pay of the 
army; of the deficiencies of the grants, and 
“ of the funds since Michaelmas, 1701; of the 
« payment of her Majesty’s propurtion of sub- 
“ sidies to her allies; of all the pensions paya- 
“dle out of the revenne, and warrants and di- 
- * rections for pensions ; and also of the distri- 
© butions of the contingencies, and forage and 
¢ waggon money granted for the forces in Flan- 
*¢ ders in her Majesty’s pay, and of the distri- 
‘ butions of the money granted for contingen- 
“cies of the guards, garrisons and land-furces 
¢io Great Britain: and that her Majesty had 
* been pleased to give directions for laying all 
“the said accounts before this House, except 
6 the accounts of contingencies, and that the 
“account touching the deficiencies of the 
€ grants and funds, had already been laid be- 
6 Fre the House; and that other of the ac- 
“counts were preparing, and weuld soon be 
© laid before the House; but that as to the ac- 
© count of contingencies, it was not possible 
© from the nature of the service, which required 
“the utmost secrecy, fur any account of them 
“to be made; but that they were really distri- 
© buted,’ 

Some objections were raised to this preee- 
dent, asif the case was.not parallel: besides 


~ 
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which, Mr. Onslow chiefly insisted on the pro- 
mise made to the House the last session, hy a 
great man in the administration, That they 
should have a particular Account of all the 
woney that should be expended upon that Vote 
of Credit, which promise induced the House to 
come so readily into it. They were answered 
by sir William Strickland, Mr. Trelawney, Mr. 
Conduit and sir Robert Walpole; to whom sir 

Thomas Hanmer replied; after which the 

question upon Mr. Pulteney’s motion being, 
cailed for, it was carried in the pegative, by. 
235 voices against 110, Then it was moved 

and resolved, without dividing, “ That an 

humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 

to return his Majesty the Thanks of this House, 

for his great care aud wisdom in taking such 

steps and entering into such Engagements, as 

his Majesty thought would best condace to the 

security of the trade and navigation of this 
kingdom, and to the preservation of the peace’ 
of Europe; and to assure bis Majesty, That 

this House, placing an entire confidence in his 

Majesty’s goodness and regard for the true in- 

terest of his people, will stand by and support 

his Majesty, in all such farther measures as his 

Majesty shall find necessary and expedient for 

preventing a rupture, and for the honour and 

advantage of these kingdoms.” 


Report from the Committee relating to the 
Petition from the Commissioners of Hawkers, 
&c.} Feb. 28. Ina Committee of the whole 
Mouse, they examined the allegations of the 
Petition of the late Commissioners for licensing 
Hawkers and Pedlars, and also the Papers an- 
nexed to it, and likewise called in and exa- 
mined several of the persons ordered by the 
House to attend the said Comanttee, and came 
to several Resolutions, the report whereof was 
put off till the 7th of March. Upon this occa 
sion very severe reflections were made on the 
neglect and loose management of bis Majesty’s 
revenues. 


March 7. Mr. Farrer reported from the 
Committee of the whole House, to whom the 
Petition of George Townsend, &c. late Com- 
missioners for licensing Hawkers, &c. had been 
referred, the Resolutions they had directed 
him to report, which were as follows, viz. ‘1. 
That it appcars to this Committee, that no 
money was paid into his Majesty’s Exchequer 
on account uf the Duties upon Hawkers and 
Pedlars, from Midsummer, 1719, to Midsum- 
mer, 1723, except 1,500/. although the Com- 
missioners for managing the said revenue are 
required, by act of parliament, to pay all the 
money arising by the said Duties, into the Ex- 
chequer, once in every week. 2. ‘hat it ap- 
pears to this Committee, that by reason of the 
louse, careless and neglectful management of: 
the late Commissioners for the Duties upon 
Hawkers and Pedlars, there is a deficiency of 
36,6931. 13s. 5d, over and above. 6,000¢. which 
has been paid by. the securities of Thomas 
Tomkins, late. cashier to. the said Commis 
sioners.”” : 
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Debate thereon.}| The said Resolutions, be- | jesty, a Memorial in Latin, couched in a very 
ing severally read a second time, were agreed | indecent and injurious stile, altogether unusual 


to by the House: After which, 


and very unbecoming the majesty of crowned 


| Sir William Wyndham took notice of the | heads; and to add to the indignity, that the 
neglect of those who were a check on the ma- | said Memorial was the next day publicly dis- 
nagers of that branch of the public revenue: | persed, and that priated copies of translations 
and who therefore ought in time to have called | of it, oneinEnglish, the other in French,had been: 
upon them for the money that passed through | sent to several members of hoth Houses of Par- 
their hands, aceording to the direction of the | liament, aldermen of London and other persons, 
act of parliament. That it might be said, that | together witha translation in the same languages, 
they were even mgre guilty than the Commis- | of a Letter frem the count de Siuzendorfto M. 


sioners of Hawkers and Pedlars themselves; 


de Palm, wherein that Resident was ordered, 


since they not only had connived, for four | To present the said Memorial first to the King 
, at the embezzlement of the publicmoney, | of Great Britain, and afterwards to publish it 

t had for three years more neglected to re-| to the whole nation. His lordship added, 
cover the same, and seemed at last to have en- | That this appeal from a foreign power to the 
couraged a Petition to the House, to have it | people of Great Britain, against their lawful 
remitted ; and that the granting such a Peti- | sovereign, was so unprecedented, and so great 
tion, would be giving a parliamentary sanction | an insult upon the crown of Great Britain, and 
to such vile practices, and opening a wide door | on his Majesty’s sacred person, that he thought 
for the like mismanagements of the public | the House ought to resent it in the most lively 


treasure. He was seconded by 


Mr. William Pultency, who animadverted 
very severely on the neglect of the Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury, whose office and duty 
it was, to have called the petitioners to account. 
Hereupon 


manner; and thercupon he moved, “ That ah — 


humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
that he would be graciously pleased to give di- 
rections, that the said Memorial, presented to 
his Majesty by M. de Palm the Imperial Resi- 
dent, might be lnid before the House;” and 
being seconded by sir Gilbert Heathcote, the 


Sir Willtam: Yonge endeavoured to excuse | said Address was ordered to he presented. 
the present administration, the failure of the{ March 10. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Ma- 
cashier of the Commissioners of Hawkers and | jesty’s command, laid a copy of M. de Palm's 
Pedlars, which had occasioned the deficiency | Memorial before the House, together with 
in question, having happened before their | the Translation of it: whereupon it was resolve 
time; and the moltplictty of arduous, im- | ed to take the same into consideration on the 
portant and intricate affairs that fell out since, | 13th.* 
having so taken up the attention of the Ma-{ March 18. The Commons proceeded to take 
nagers of the Treasury, that it was no wonder | into consideration the Memorial presented to 
it so inconsiderable a branch of the revenue | his Majesty hy M.de Palm; and the translation 
had escaped their notice. And then moved, | of the said Memorial being read, compleint was 
_ & Fhat the Petition of the late Commissioners | : 
of Hawkers and Pedlurs be rejected ;” which | | * From the London Gazette, of Saturday, 
was carried without dividing. Nevertheless, March 4, 1726-7. Whlutehall, March 4. 
some. gentlemen of the Country Party came “ This day Mr. Inglis, Marshal and Assistant 
on again to the charge, and inveighed against | Master of the Ceremonies, in the absence of 
the audaciousness of some persons, who, by | sir Clement Cotterell, Master of the Ceremo- 
their corrupt management, thought themselves | nies, went by his Muajesty’s order to M. de 
so powertul and secure, ns to dare to screen | Paim, the Emperor’s Resident, and acquainted 
the greatest offenders. To which an eminent | him, that he having, in the aud:ence be had of 
member replied, Fhat he could not help re-| the King on Thursday last, delivered into the 
flecting ow the envy and rancour of sowe men, | hands’of his Majesty a Memorial hichly injue 
who made it their constant business to thwart | ricus to his Miyjesty’s honour, and the dignity 
and revile those who had the honour to have a | of his crown; in which Memorial he has forgot 
share in the edministration, and who, not sa- | all regard to truth, anid the respect due to his 
tished with shewing their malignity within those | sacred Majesty; and the same Memorial being 
walls, shoe Itkewise their poison in the dark, | being also publicly dispersed next morning in 
and scattered it under allegories in vile libels. | print, together with a Letter from the count de 
—fo prevent farther altercation the Courtiers | Sinzendorff to him the said Palm, still more 
called for the order of the day,and the question | insolent and more injurious, if possible, than 
being put thereon, it was carried in the affir-; the Memorial; his Majesty had thereupon 
mative, hy 248 voices against 124. commanded him to declare to him the said 
Resident, Palm, that his Majesty looked upon 
Debate in the Commons on M. de Palm’s| him no longer as a public minister, and re- 


abusive Memoria!) March 8. Lord Fitzwil-| quired him forthwith to depart out of this — 


hams, meanber for Peterborough, took notice, | kingdom.” 
That on the 2d instant Monsieur de Palm, the 


eror’s Resident, in an audience he had of} The Memorial and the Letter abovemens 


Emp ’ 
the King, delivered into the hands of his Ma- | tioned, are as fullows: 


$55] 


made to the House, that the substance of the 
said Memorial had been printed and published 
ina Paper intitled, ‘Translation of a Memo- 
rial, &c.’ whereupon the said Paper was 


Memoria presented, in Latin, to the King of 
Great Britain, by M. de Palm, the Imperial 
Resident, upon the Speech which his Bri- 
tannic Majesty made to the two Houses of 
his Parliament, on the 17-28 of January, 
1726-7. 


‘© Most Serene and Potent King, 

*“ As soon as the Speech muade by your 
Majesty to the Parliament of Great Britain 
now assembled, came to the knowledge of 
his Imperial and Catholic Majesty, my most 
gracious master; he was struck with the ut- 
most astonishment, that your Majesty could 
suffer yourself to be prevailed upon to declare 
from the royal throne, to that most renowned 
Nation, in a manner bitherto unheard of, as 
certain and undoubted facts, several things, 
some of which are strained in that Speech toa 
wrong sense, some are entirely distant from 
the intentions of his Imperial and Catholic 
Majesty; and lastly, (which affect much more 
sensibly than all the rest) some things abso- 
lutely void of all foundation. 

‘‘ For as to what regards the peace con- 
cluded at Vienna with the most serene king of 
Spain, who can forbear being astonished, that 
this very peace, which is built on the quadruple 
alliance signed at London, and other treaties 
contracted with your Majesty, as its solid and 
sole foundation ; and for the obtaining of which 
peace, your Majesty, together with your allies, 
waged so bloody, so long, and so glorious a 
war, and took yourself so much pains to pro- 
cure, should now be alledged by your Majesty 
as a just ground of complaint, and should be 
made use of as a pretence for these things, 
_ which hitherto your ministers have been doing 

In all parts, to the great detriment of the em- 

eror and the empire, and the public tranquil- 
ity, and should be represented by your Majesty 
to the British nation, with so much anigvosity 
against the emperor and king of Spain, as a 
violation of treaties. 

“ After complaining of the peace made at 
Vienna, complaint is likewise made of the 
Treaty of Commerce entered into with Spain, 
which is calculated to promote the mutual and 
lawful advantages of the subjects of both 
parties, which is agreeable to the law of 
nations, and to the customs of all people in 
amity with each other; which can in no re- 
spect be of any prejudice to the British nation, 
whether we regard the situation of the coun- 
tries, or the particular nature of the trade, and 
which is not in the least repugnant to the 
treaties made with Great Britain. So that if 
this Treaty be considered with a mind free 
from prejudice, and from all design of inflam- 
ing the nation, there will remain no pretence 
to say, that this Treaty can be grievous or hurt- 
fulto a ne‘ion for which his Imperial Majesty 
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brought up to the table and read ; after which 
the lord Fitzwilliams, sir Robert Walpole, Mr. 
Onslow, sir William Yonge, Mr. Doddington, 
and sir William Strickland: also sir William 


has the greatest affection and esteem, and 
whase glorious exploits and important succours 
no tune will etface out of his memory. 

‘¢ The other head of complaint, which con- 
tains such things as are void of all foundation, 
relates principally to that imaginary Alliance 
which, in the Speech, is called Offensive, and 
is there supposed to have been made against 
your Majesty, between the emperor and king 
of Spain. But it will not only appear how 
groundless and frivolous this supposition is, 
from the offer lately made hy his fuperial and 
Catholic Majesty, of entering into a Conven- 
tion, ** De se mutuo non Offendendo,” but will 
be entirely refuted by the consideration of the 
tenor of the Treaty of Alliance and Friendship 
itself made with the crown of Spain, and com- 
municated in its whole extent to your Majesty 
when it was proper; from the words of which, 
whether the least shadow or appearance of an 
offensive alliance can he drawn, is submitted 
to the judgment of the whole world. 

“¢ Another part of the complaint relates to 
the secret Articles made in favour of the Pre- 
tender, whereof your Majesty asserts that you 
have certain and undoubted informations, by 
which Articles itshould have been agreed to set 
the Pretender on the throne of Great Britain. 
With what view, on what motive, and to what 
purpose, these informations, founded on the 
falsest reports, were represented to the people 
of Great Britain, is not only easy to be under- 
stood by his Imperial and Catholic Majesty, 
but is obvious to the meanest capacity. But 
since the inviolable dignity and honour of such 
great princes cannot suffer that asseruons of 
this nature, intirely unsupported by truth, 
should be advanced from the royal throne to 
the whole nation, and to all mankind; bis 
sacred Imperial and Catholic Majesty has ex- 
pressly commanded me, that I should declare 
to your Mujesty, and to the whole kingdom of 
Great Britain, how highly he thinks himself 
affronted thereby, solemnly affirming, upon his 
Imperial word, that there exists no secret Artie 
ticle nor Convention whatsoever, which con- 
tains, or can tend to prove the least tittle of 
what has been alledged. 

‘+ But that the secret designs, which lie con- 
cealed under a conduct aauk this time unheard 
of, may more manifestly appear, it must be 
observed, that the time 1s purposely taken for 
doing this, when a negotiation is on foot a& 
Paris, for composing the differences which 
have arisen without any fault of his Imperial 
and Catholic Majesty; which oegociation suf— 
ficiently shews how much his Imperial and Ca~ 
tholic Majesty is at all times inclined to peace, 
and to the religious observation of his treaties. 

‘ As to what is said of Gibraltar, and con- 
cerning the siege thereof, under which in the 
Speech it is insinuated, as if some other design. 
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‘Wyndham, Mr. William Pulteney, Mr. San- and resentment at the affront offered to his 
dys, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Hungerford, and sir | Majesty, by the Memorial delivered by M. de 
John St. Aubin, spoke on this occasion, and Palm; and, in a particular manner, at his 
agreed in expressing the highest indignation audaciousness in printing and dispersing it 
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tions and false reports of those, who have the 
honour to possess his confidence; and who 
think it their interest to inflame, by these 
means, both the prince aod the nation, for 
their own private views and personal preserv@- 
tion, without an regard to the honour of the 
majesty of the throne, or to the evils which 
may result from hence to their own country, 
and to all Europe. 

“ For these purposes they establish a foun- 
dation, and lay down as & certain fact, that 
there is a positive Article in the Treaty of 
Alliance between the emperor and the king of 
Spain, to place the Pretender on the throne of 
Great Britain, and to invade that kingdom with 
open force ; and this they do, & few days after 
the minister plenipotentiary of the Catholic 
King had, before his departure from London, 
‘na Memorial presented im the sacred name of 
his master, publicly and in the most authentic 
manner, disavowed these imputations, which 
sufficiently prove the Emperor's disavowal of 
the same, since the pretended Article was 
equally imputed to the two powers, and one of 
them could not have stipulated any thing in 
the same Treaty without the other. Besides 


ae ee a 
was concealed; the hostilides notoriously com- 
mitted in the Indies and elsewhere, against the 
king of Spain, in violation of treaties, seem to 
have given a very just occasion to the king of 
Spain for attempting that siege. But as to the in- 
tentions and engagements of the emperor upon 
that Article, it is easy to see what they are, by 
the Treaty abovementioned, which has been 
communicated. 

« As to what is said in the last place, con- 
cerning the Ostend trade, which the goodness 
of the Catholic King induced him to favour, 
(being bound by no Treaty) after be had been 
apprized of the just reasons for the establish- 
ment of it, variuus expedients for @ composi- 
tion have been proposed, uot only at the 
Hague but even lately at Paris, lest this harm- 
Jess method of providing for the security of the 
barrier, should prove an obstacle to the com- 
giou friendship of neighbouring powers. 
ss Which things being thas, the injury of- 
fered to truth, the honour and dignity of his 
sacred Imperial and Catholic Majesty require, 
that they should be exposed to your Majesty, 
to the kingdom of Great Britain, and to the 
world. And his sacred Imperial Majesty de- 
mands that reparation which is due to him by 
all manner of right, for the great injuries which 
have been done him by these many immputations.” 


A Letter from the Count de Sinzendorf, 

Chancellor of the Court to his Imperial 
and Catholic Majesty, sent to Mons. de 
Palm, the Emperor's Resident at the Court 
of Great Britain, dated from Vienna the 
goth of February, 1727. ‘ 


ss His Imperial and Catholic Majesty judges 
it indispensably necessary, upon the step whic 
has been lately taken in the country where you 
are, to send you in the dispatch here annexed, 
a Memorial, which you are to present to the 
king of Great Britain, and to publish after- 
wards, that the whole nation may be acquainted 
with it, whilst answers are preparing to certain 
pamphlets published before the opening of the 

lament. 

«< Jt is easy to see that the Speech was made 
for no purpose, but to excite the nation to & 
rupture, and open war with the emperor and 
Spain, ‘and to make the parliament approve 
the precipitate and burthensome measures 
which the government bas taken for private 
ends, but too well known; that not only un- 
warrantable inferencesand pretences have been 

made use of, but that manifest falshoods 
have been boldly advanced for indisputable 
facts, a proceeding never seen before among 
powers who ought to respect each other, when 
sn the most flagrant wars; from whence it 
ought to be presumed, that the King, whose 
sacred mouth ooght to be an oracle of truth, 
must have beep himself abused by the sugges- 


sitions, the emperor and king of Spain, in order 
to silence them, proposed a formal act, “ de 
non offendendo,” into which all the allies om 
one side and the other might enter, and which 
would effectually have secured the peaceable 
possessions, of each of the powers contracting, 
either in the Treaty of Vienna, or that of Han- 
over, until such time as it had been possible by 
one general Treaty to remove and quiet the 
complaints of all sides; but these prop 
were rendered ineffectual, by the same views of 
those persons, who chose rather to hinder the 
eaceable effects of these just designs, by ate 
tacks and open hostilities. 

“It is further known, and it is even notor- 
ous by the solemn communication made ta the 
King of Great Britain, of the Treaty of Peace 
concluded at Vienna, between the emperor 
and king of Spain, that the Treaty of the Qua- 
druple Alliance, made at London the 2nd of 
August, 1718, has heen laid duwn as the unale 
terable basis of their Peace; and that all the 
Articles of this Quadruple Alliance are therein 
confirmed and corroborated, as if they had 
been inserted anew: How then can it be sup- 
posed, and even given out as a matter of 
fact, that by another Secret Treaty, signed on 
the same day, conditions have been established, 
and engagements taken entirely repugnant te 
the same? 

« Such a thing cannot be advanced, without 
insulting and injuriog, in the most outrageous 
manner, the majesty of the two contracting 
powers, whe bave a right to demand a signal 
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throughoot the kingdom; and very severe 
reflections were made on the ill returns from 
his Imperial Majesty to the great obligations 
he had to Great Britain. They only differed 
as to the manner of wording their censure upon 
$0 extravagant an insult upon his Majesty; 
bat at last it was moved, and resolved nem. 


Con. 

“ That an humble Address be presented to his 
Majesty, To express the highest resentment 
of this House at ihe affront and indignity offered 
to his most sacred Majesty, by the Memorial 
delivered by M. de Pahn the Emperor's resi- 
dent, and at his insolence in prinung and dis- 
persing the same throughout the kingdom ; to 
declare their utmost abhorrence of this auda- 
cious manner of appealing to the people, 
against his Majesty: and their detestation of 
the presumptuous and vaiu attempt of endea- 
vouring to instil into the minds of any of his 
Majesty’s faithful sabjects, the least distrust or 
difidence m his most sacred royal word: To 
return bis Majesty the Thanks of this House, 
for his care and vigilance, in discovering the 
pecret and pernicious designs of his enemies, 
and his goodness in communicating to his par- 
liament the dangers that threatened this king- 
dom. And to assure his Majesty, that this 
House will stand by and support his Majesty, 
against all his open and secret enemies, both 
at home and abroad ; and effectually defeat the 
expectations of all such as may have, in any 
manner, countenanced, encoaraged, or abetted 
the disturbers of the public tranquillity in 
this extravagant insult upon his Majesty, or 
Gattered them with hopes that an obstinate 
perseverance in their destractive measures, 
would stagger the firmness of the British na- 
gion, in vindication of his Majesty’s honour, 
and the defence of their rights and privileges.” 


reparation and satisfaction proportioned to the 
enormity of the affront, which equally interests 
their honour, and that faith which ought al- 
ways to be respected among sovereign princes. 

‘* But if those who endeavour to avail them- 
selves of such feigned recriminations, and to 
excuse themselves from the blame which their 
rash and turbulent measures deserve, imagine 
that this unjustifiable conduct may at last ob- 
lige the emperor and king of Spain, to repel 
force by force, and to defend themselves by 
ell those means which God has put into their 
hands, from the mischiefs with which they are 
threatened, and from the insults and attacks 
which have been actually made use of against 
them, so far that it has been even attempted 
to engage the Ottoman Porte in these unpa- 
ralleled designs; at least, ought they not to 
publish as antecedent facts, those things which 
they have reason to apprehend may be the con- 
sequence of a war, into which they wilf have 
forced these two powers to enter in their own 
just defence? 

‘¢ The emperor and king of Spain hope how- 
ever from the divine goodness, and from the 
wisdom of persons jess prejudiced, and less 
3 
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And a Committee was appointed to draw up 
an Address upon the satd Resolution. 

March 14. M. de Palm’s Memorial being 
laid before the Lords, a motion was made to 
take the same immediately into consideration, 
upon which lord Lechmere said, That it was to 
him matter of surprise, that a Memorial in 
which his Majesty’s honour, and the dignity of 
the crown of Great Britain were so highly con- 
cerned, had not been sooner laid beture that 
illustrious assembly, who having the preroga- 
tive of approaching nearest the throne, ought 
to resent, and on all occasions have shewn 
themselves ready to vindicate any injuries and 
affronts that are offered to their sovereign. 
That the aflair now before them, was of a very 
nice nature, and no less importance: that they 
ought to proceed in it with deliberation, and 
therefore he moved to put off the consideration 
of it at least till the next day. But this de- 
bate was interrupted by a Message brought by 
the lord Hervey from the Commons, desiring a 
Conference with their lordships, upon a matter 


of the highest importance to the honour and 


dignity of the imperial crown of Great Britain. 
This Conference being readily agreed to by the 
Lords, and the Managers of both Houses met 
in tbe Painted Chamber, those of the Com- 
mons, desired the concurrence of the Lords to 
their Address relating to M. de Palm’s Memo- 
rial; and the Managers for the Commons left 
the said Address with the Lords, with other 
Papers relating thereto. 


The Joint Address of both Houses to the 
King, on M. de Palm’s Memorial.| March 
15. At a second Conference, the Managers 


for the Lords declared to those of the Com- 


mons, that their lordships had agreed to the- 
said Address; which the next day was by 


passionate, that more mature and serious re- 
flections will be made, in order to restore ami- 
cably the public tranquillity, and to save all 
Europe from the mistortunes of a war, stirred 
up by motives so trifling and groundless, which 
cun tend to nothing but the destruction of the 
subject, of his estate, and of his commerce. 

‘¢ Their Majesties, the emperor and the king 
of Spain, ardently desire the blessmg of peace, 
and to observe their treaties with all their 
allies, with the strictest fidelity: but as a mu- 
tual contract can subsist no Jouger on one side, 
than while it remains unbroken on the other ; 
the. evil consequences of a rupture, if that 
should happen, ought to be imputed to those 
alone who bave been the authors of those ine 
fractions. . 

“JT have the emperor’s express order te 
write this to you in his name, that you may be 
able to destroy the falshoods and calumnies, 
which have been charged on the high contract- 
ing parties of the Treaty ef Vienna, who have 
no other view, but that of makitg peace be- 
tween themselves, witheut hurting any one 
else, I am, &c. 

SINZENDORY.” 
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both Houses presented to the King as fol- 

lows: 7 
«¢ Most Gracious Sovereign ; . 

“ We voor Majesty’s most dutiful and faith- 
ful subjects, the Lurds Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, and Commons of Great Britain in Parlia- 
ment assembled, think it our indispensible 
duty to express the highest resentment at the 
affrqnt and indignity offered to your most sa- 
cred Majesty, hy the Memorial delivered by 
M. de Palm, the Emperor’s resident; and at 
bis insolence in printing and dispersing the 
same throughout the kingdom. 

‘¢ This audacious manner of appealing to 
the people agaifst your Majesty, under the 
pretext of applying to you for redress and 
reparation of supposed injuries, and turning a 

emorial, presented to your Majesty, into a 
seditious libel, is a proceeding that creates in 
us the utinost abhorrence and detestation. 

“The endeavouring to instil into the minds 
of any of your faithful subjects, the least dis- 
trust or difidence in your Majesty’s most 
sacred royal word, or to make a distinction 
between your Majesty and your peuple, is an 
attempt as vain as presumptuous; for, by your 
goodness, the interest of your Majesty and 
your people is but one, and as inseparable ; 
as their duty, affection and confidence in your 
Majesty are most justly and deservedly un- 
alterable; and if time has not effaced the me- 
mory of the glorious exploits and important 
succours, confessed to have been received 
from Great Britain; gratitude, affection and 
esteem for this nation will be best manifested, 
by doing bonour to the King, whom the people 
honour, and justice to the people, whose 
rights and privileges the best of Kings is now 
defeading against the invasions and encroach- 
ments made upon them. 

“We return your Majesty our sincerest 
Thanks for your care and vigilance, in disco- 
vering the secret and pernicious designs of 
your and our enemies, and for your goodness, 
10 communicating to your Parliament the dan- 
gers that threatened this kingdom. 

‘“‘ And we beg leave to assure your Majesty, 
That no amusements, by ‘artful or evasive 
denials, shall lead us into a false security, or 
divert us from exerting ourselves in vindication 
of your Majesty’s honour, or from defeading 
aod supporting your Majesty against all your 
so and secret enemies, both at home and 
abroad. And if any among your own subjects 
have been so wicked as to countenance, en- 
Courage and abet the disturbers of the public 
tranguillity, im this extravagant insult upon 
your Majesty, or flattered them with hopes, 

t an obstinate perseverance in their de- 
structive measures could stagger the firmness 
of the British nation, 
tually to defeat all such groundless expecta- 
tions, and to convince the world, that the in- 
_ trigues of a few cannot, in any ciegree, «bate or 

slacken that vigour and resolution, with which 
a true love and Concern for our country, a 


Vor. VU. 
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Just sense of its interests, and an unshaken 
loyalty to your Majesty, have inspired us.” 


The King’s Answer.] To this Address his 
Majesty returned the following Answer : 


‘¢ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘€ Your unanimuus concurrence, in this du- 
tiful and affectionate Address, gives me the 
greatest satisfaction. The just concern you 
express for my honour and the dignity of the 
crown is very becoming a. British parliament. 
And this fresh proof of your confidence in me 
will convince the world, that all attempts to 
divide our hearts and interests will be vain and 
ineffectua],”* 


* “ The public indignation, excited by the 
peremptory demand of the restitution of Gib- 
raltar, and the secret articles in the treaty of 
Vienna, which, according, to the positive de- 
clarations, of the king and his ministers, re- 
lated to the Pretender, was still farther in- 
creased by the imprudent conduct of Palm, the 
imperial minister at London. Caballing with 
the Hanoverian ministers, and confiding in the 
counsels of opposition, he advised the emperor, 
ina letter which fell into the hands of the 
ministers, to make a public declaration, that 
ee contained in the speech were 

se. - 24 

‘* Guided by this imprudent advice, the em- 
peror, who was wholly unacquainted with the 
panelbes of the English constitution, ordered 

alm to present a memorial to the king. In 
this memorial,’ the imperial minister, atter re- 
flecting on the speech, and after denying, in 
his master’s name, in the most solemn manner, 
the existence of any secret articles, concluded 
in these words: “ Which things being thus, 
the injury offered to truth, the honour and 
dignity of his sacred Imperial and Catholic 
Majesty require, that they should be exposed to 
your Majesty, to the kingdom of Great Britain, 
and to the whole world : and his sacred Impe- 
rial Majesty demands that reparation which is 
due to him by all manner of right, for the 
great injuries which have been done by him 
these many imputations.” 

““ This Memorial was printed and circulated, 
and was accompaniéd with a letter from the 
imperial chancellor, count Zinzendorff, ‘en- 
joining Palm to publish it, that the whole na- 
tion might be acquainted with it. The intem- 
perate language used in these papers, and the 
indiscretion of distinguishing between tlie king 
and his subjects, and of appealing from ‘the 
throne to the nation, excited the just resent- 
ment of parliament. The Memorial being 
submitted to the House of Commons, not only 
those who supported government, but eren 
Pulteney, sic William Wyndham, Shippen, 
and the leading members in opposition, agreed 
in expressing the highest indignation at this 
affront offered to the crown, and strongly re- 
probated the audacity of the imperial minister. 
The whole House unanimously adopted the ad- 
| dress pi up by Walpole. Svon alter the 

Q , 
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Debate in the Commons on a Motion for a 
Vote of Credit.| April 12. After the reading 
of the order of the day, for the House to 
resolve itself into a Committee of the whole 
House to consider farther of the Malt Bill, Me. 
Scrope moved, That it be an instruction to the 
said Committee, that they have power to re- 
ceive a Clause of Appropriation, with a power to 
his Majesty to apply such sums of money as 
shall be necessary for answering and defraying 
such expences and engagements, as have at 
any time been, or shall betore or until the 25th 
of December 1727, be made by his Majesty, 
in concerting such measures as he, in his great 
wisdom, thinks will best conduce to the secu- 
rity of the trade and navigation of this kingdom, 
and to the preserving and restoring the peace 
of Europe. 

Ile was seconded by Mr. Farrer, and backed 
by sir Edmund Bacon, lord Gage, sir William 
Yonge, sir Philip Yorke, Mr. Talbot and Mr. 
Doddington, who alledged, in suppcert of the 
motion, That his Majesty was so unwilling to 
put his subjects to any extraordinary expences, 
that he had demanded no more supplies this 
session, than what he thought absolutely ne- 
cessary for the service of the year: but that, in 
the present posture of affairs, some unforeseen 
accidents might require a farther expence, for 
which no estimtate could now be made, because 
some Treaties, which his Majesty thought fit to 
enter into, were not yet finished ; therefore 
they ought to enable his Majesty to answer 
such contingencies; That the House had 
several times repused the same confidence in 
his Majesty, which had never been abused ; 
and what was now asked was only for a short 
time. 

' They were opposed by Mr. How, Mr. Win- 
nington, Mr. Wiopkins, Mr. St. John Brode- 
rick, sir Wilfrid Lawson, lord Morpeth, Me. 
Thomas Broderick, Mr. Gore, Mr. Wortley 
Montogue, Mr. Lutwych, Sir William Barker, 


presentation of this address, Palin was com- 
manded to leave the kingdom ; the British re- 
sxlent at Vienna quitted the imperial dominions, 
and as the Spanish minister had previously 
taken an abrupt departure, a rupture with 
Spain and theemperor appeared to be unavoid- 
able, The most active preparations were 
made on all sides ; Spain commenced hostili- 
ties by the sicge of Gibraltar, and expected to 
be seconded by the whole furce of the house of 
Austria, A bloody war would have been: the 
consequence of this attack, had the emperor 
fulfilled the treaty of Vienna ; or had Fingland 
and France instantly directed their whole force 
against the restless and ambitious court of 
Madrid. Fortunately, the pacific sentiments 
of Walpole and Fleury began to operate on the 
affairs of Europe, and the government of Eng- 
land exhibited a striking instance of vigour 
and moderation ; of vigour in the preparations 
for war, and of moderation in suspending the 
blow, at the very moment in Shick It was 
ready to strike with effect.” Coxe’s Walpole. 
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Mr. Danvers, Mr. Daniel ealieeey: Mr. Ship- 
pen, sir William Wyodham, Mr. Palmer, 


and Mr. Sandys, who urged, That it was un- 
parliamentary to ask or grant Supplies without 
an estimate of the expence ; That the Clause 
moved for was inconsistent with that part of 
the Bill which forbids the issuing of the Sup- 
plies thereby granted, to any other purposes 
than those specified ; and rendered ineffectual 
that appropriation of the public money, which 
the wisdom of all parliaments had thoughta 
Necessary security against the misapplication 
of it, which was the more to be feared, be- 
cause no provision was made to oblige any per- 
son to account for any money that should be 
disposed of, by virtue of the power in this 
clause. That vast sums had already been 
granted, which appeared sufficient to answer 
any occasions, as far as their present views 
could reach ; and if any unexpected emergency 
should demand a further supply, it might be 
provided for, inthe usual manner, when ne- 
cessity required: That this might be done 
with less inconvenience, and with less dan 

of misapplication, than by such a delegatioa 
of almost a dictatorial authority to the minis- 
ters. ‘That this parliament had already given 
sO many instances of their zeal and affection 
for his Majesty, that there could be no room 
to doubt of their readiness to make good what- 
ever his Majesty should expend, ion concerting 
such measures as, in his great wisdom, he 
should think most conducive to the advantage 
and interest of his people. That such an un- 
limited and absolute power ought never to be 
given in a free government but upon occasions 
of evident necessity, when the very being of 
the government is in imminent danger. That 
the reposing a confidence in the crown, in the 
disposition of such immense sums of money, 
as by the advice of unthrifty ministers may be 
expended, might be attended with great pre- . 
judice to the properties of the subject, and 
great danger to our most excellent constitution, 
which cannot be preserved, but hy a strict 
adherence to tlose essential parliamentary 
forms of granting Supplies only upen Esti- 
mates, and of appropriating the same to ser- 
vices and occasions publicly avowed and 
judged necessary. That the departing from 
these exceilent niethods would, by degrees, 
render parliaments altogether useless, ‘That 
the precedents alledged to justify thrs Clause 
were far from being full to the point, and sa- 
tisfactory ; and if they were, ought not to be 
followed, lest clauses of the same nature might 
become so frequent, as m time to lodge ia the 
crown, and in the ministers, an absolute and 
uncontroulable power of raising money upon 
the people, which by our wise constitution Is, 
and with safety cau only be, lodged in the 
whole legislature. : : 

Mr. Hungerford observed, in pec 
That they had already given four shillings ia 
the pound upon land, which he could not bet 
think a very heavy and extraordinary tax, espe- 
ciaily considering they were More than ence 


wi5} 


told by a great man, that in his opinion we 
_ should have no wars Buy if now they passed 

this Clanse, it would be tacking a tail to a 
whale, which might sweep away the other six- 


teen. 

The debate being ended about eight in the 
évesieg, and the question put upon Mr. Scrope’s 
motion, it was carried iv the affirmative, by 
$25 voices against 109 ; and the House having 
resolved itself into a Grand Committee, the 
clause above mentioned was added to the 
Mal-Bill. 


Debate in the Lords on the Vote of Credit. ] 
April 18. The Lords, in a Grand Committee, 
took into consideration a Bill, ‘ For continuing 
‘the Duties on Malt,’ &c. when there arose a 
very great debate about the following Clause, 
va. “ That out of the Supplies 
sion, there may be issued such sums of money 
w shall be necessary for defraying such ex- 
a and engagements, as have at any time 

n,or ull Christmas next may be made, by 
his Majesty, in concerting such measures as he 
thinks proper for the security and interest of 
these kingdoms, and restoring the peace of Eu- 
rope.” The dukes of Argyle and Newcastle, 
the lord Townshend, and the bishop of Peter- 
borough, spoke for the Clause: The earl of 
Chesterfield, lord Bathurst, lord Bingley, and 
lord Lechmere, against it: but it was carried 
ty 76 voices against 20, that the said Clause 

uld make part of the Bill. 


Protest thereon.] Next day the said Bill 
was read the thiril time, and the question bein 
ut that the said Bill do pass? it was resolved 
aby Affirmative ; Contents 73; Not-Con- 
t 


| Dissentient? , 
; 1.“ Because in this Bill it isenacted, ‘ That 
, Ot of the aids or supplies, granted this ses- 
, 00 of parliament, there shall and may be, 
m time to time, issued or applied such sum 
of same of money, as shall be necessary for 
aod towards answering and defraying such ex- 
: ay and engagements as have at any time 
teu OF shall, before or until the 25th day of 
mber 1727, be made by his Majesty, in 
, Oncerting such measures as he, in his great 
‘ wadom, thinks will best conduce to the secu- 
, YY of the trade and navigation of this king- 
<M and to the preserving and restoring the 
ce of Europe’ Which Clause, we think, 
Mconsistent with that part of the Bill, which 
the supplies to be issued for any other 
Purposes than those specified, and renders 1n- 
siectual that appropriation of the public 
he ae which the wisdom of many parliaments 
heen and we are convinced, ought to be 
Hlication cee ry security against the misap- 
- oblige ute there is no provision in the Bill 
© any person to give an account of any 


¢ 


»that ahal be disposed of by virtue of the 


PB pe this Clause. 
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ed to answer every particular purpose that 
money cun be wanted for, as far as our present 
views can yeach ; and if any unfureseen emer 
gency should demand a further supply, we 
should think that might be provided for, as has , 
‘been formerly practised, when necessity re- 
bald and we are persuaded this might he 


one with less inconvenience, than by this de- 


legation of almost a dictatorial avthority, at . 
least, ‘till the parliament could be called toge- 


ther, who have given so many instances of their 
zeal for bis Majesty, that he could have no 
room ‘to doubt af their readiness to make good 
whatever he should have expended for the ad- 
vantage of his people. 


4. “ Because we think, that absolute powers 


| ought to be given in a free government only 


upon occasions of evident necessity, and when 
the very being of the government is in danger ; 
and though we allow our present circumstances 
tobe as melancholy as they have almost at any 
time been, yet we think it a very improper re- 
medy for our present state to depart from the 
approved, and in our judgment, essential forms 
of giving the public money ; nor can we be per- 
suaded, that is the only, or even the best expe- 
dient that can be found to extricate us out of 
our unbappy situation, to repose such a confi- 
dence in the crown, in the disposition of ime 
mense sums of money, as may by the advice 
of wicked and iocapable ministers (if it should 
be our inisfurtune ever to have such) be attend- 
ed with great prejudice'to our properties, and 
great danger to our liberties, with the hopes of 
the preservation of which we cannot flatter our- 
selves, but by a strict adberence to those excel- 
lent parliamentary methods, of granting all sums 
of money only upon estimates, and for services 
publicly avowed. 

5. * Because the precedents that were of- 
fered to justify this clause were far from giving 
us any satisfaction, for if they had been plain 
and full to the point (which we think they 
were not) yet, in our opinions, ought not to be | 
followed, lest clauses of the same nature might 
become too frequent, and lest an unlimited 
power in the crown to raise millions on our 
fellow-subjects might he looked upon by de- 
grees asa thing of course, and so at last the to- 
tal power to levy and dispose of the people’s 
money be given to one part of the legislature, 
which by our wise constitution is, and ‘with 
safety can only be lodged in the whole.—— 
(Signed,) Strafford, Warrington, Scarsdale, 

Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer, Gower, 
Litchfield, Boyle, Bingley, Lechmere, 
Aylesford, Foley, Maynard, Bathurst, 
Aberdeen, Craven, Brooke.” 


April 26. The Commons went into a Grand 
Committee to consider further of Ways and 
Means for raising the Supply : and sir William 
Yonge moved, “ That towards raising the Sup- 

ly granted to his Majesty the sum of 370,000/, 
be raised by Loans or Exchequer Bills to be 
charged on the Surpluses arisen or [o arise 
from and after Michaelmas 1726, for the du- 
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ties on coals and culm, granted by an act of 
the fifth of his Majesty’s reign, from the 29th 
of September 1725, to Lady-day 1751, and by 
a subsequent act of the sixth year of his Ma- 
jesty’s reign, made perpetual, and which are 
reserved for the disposition of parlinment.” 
This motion was seconded by Mr. Doddington, 
and backed by sir Charles Turner, Mr. H. Pel- 
ham, Mr. Talbot, Mr. Onsluw and sir Philip 
Yorke ; but was strenuously opposed by Mr. 
Shippen, hfr. How, Mr. Hungerford, sir Joseph 
Jekyll, Mr. Barnard, Mr. Bootle, Mr. Wortley 
Montague, sir William Strickland, Mr. Palmer, 
Mr. Hutcheson, Mr. William Pulteney, and sir 
William Wyndham. The objections offered 
@gainst the motion, were, That, by several 
votes and acts of parliaments, all the exceed- 
ings or Surpluses of public funds were to be ap- 
plied towards the lessening of the Public Debts, 
or to the increase of the Sinking Fund; and 
that this disposition could not be altered with- 
out wounding public credit, which was already 


extreme low, since the taking off any part of 


the mortgage could not but lessen the security 
of the debt. That it was somewhat strange, 
such a motion should be made by those ver 

persons who had the honour of being in the ads 
ministration, wha could’ not have forgot what 
his Majesty had so strongly recommended from 
the throne, at the opening of this session, 
“¢ That the produce of the Sinking Fund might 
be immediately applied to the uses for which it 
was so wisely contrived, and to which it now 
stands appropriated.” And that this motion 


was still the more surprizing, after the large 


Vote of Credit the House had so lately come 
to. To all this the Court-Party answered, 
That the Surpluses on Coals could not be 
deemed a part of the Sinking Fund, since they 
had never been appropriated, but were reserv- 
ed for the disposition of parliament. And the 
question being, at last, put upon sir William 
Yonge’s motion, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by 209 voices against 82. 

April 27. Me. Farrer reported the said Re- 
6olutions, which being agreed to, a Bill was 
ordered to be brought in thereupon, which the 
next day was read the first time, 

May 4. The said Bill was read the third 


time, passed, and sent up ‘to the Lords, and af- 


terwards passed into an Act. 


GrorcE THE Frrst’s rast SPEECH TO HIS 
PaRLiaMENT.] May 15. The King came to 
the House of Peers, with the usual state, and 
the Commons attending, his Majesty gave the 
royal assent to several Bills; after which, the 
Lord Chancellor read his Majesty’s Speech to 
both Houses, as follows : | 


“¢ My Lords and Gentlemen; 

‘ T acquainted you at the opening of this 
session, with the dangers which threatened this 
kingdom, and the peace and liberties of Eu- 
rope. I am now to return you my thanks for 
the zeal and dispatch with which you bave 
proceeded upon the several points I then re- 
eommended to your‘care; for the confidence 


you have reposed in me ; and for the assurances 
you have given me of your support and assist- 
ance in vindication of my honour and 3n the 
maintepance and defence of the undoubted 
rights and privileges of this nation, so openly 
and notoriously invaded and attacked. 

‘¢ The siege of Gibraltar proves, beyond alt 
dispute, the end and design of the engagements 
entered into by the emperor and the king of 
Spaio; but the preparations I bad made for 
the defence of that place, and the bravery of 
my troops, will, I doubt not, convince them of 
the rashness and folly of that undertaking. 
However, the love of peace has hitherto pre- - 
vailed upon me, even under this high provo- 
cation, to suspend, in some measure, my re- 
sentments; and instead of having immediate 
recourse to arms, and demanding of my allies 
that assistance which they are engaged aad 
ready to give me, I have concurred with the 


~most Christian King and the States General, m 


making such overtures of accommodation, as 
must convince all the world of the uprightness 
of our intentions,and of our sincere disposition 
to peace ; and deinonstrate to whose ambition 
and thirst of power the calamities of a war are 
to be imputed, if these just and reasonable 
ropositious are rejected, In the mean time, 
T have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the 
crown of Sweden has acceded to the Treaty of 
Hanover, aud that the Convention between me, 
his most Christian Majesty, and the king of 

Denmark, is actually siyned. 
‘“¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

“The vigour and chearfulness you have 
shewn, in raising so effectually, and upon such 
easy terms, the necessary Supplics for the ser- 
vice of the current year, are not only instances 
of your zeal and affection to me, but demon- 
strate the established credit, power, and 
strength of this kingdom. 

‘* My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

‘It would have been a great satisfaction to 
me, if before your separation I had been able 
to speak to you more positively, and with 
greater certainty, upon the present posture and 
state of affairs : but as you have now dispatch- 
ed the public business, and as the season of 
the year requires your going into your respec- 
tive countries, I choose rather to put an end to 
this session, than to keep you any longer toge- 
ther unnecessarily. The provisions you have 
made, and the perfect union and barmony be- 
tween me and my allies, will, I hope, enable 
me, by the Divine Assistance, either to with- 
stand and defeat the designs of our enemies, if 
their conduct shall bring upon us the necessity 
of a war ; or to improve the blessings of peace 
if peace can, swith justice, honour and security, - 
be obtained.’”* 


Be ee Se se ne Ne ah ae ee 

*« At this period, Walpole stood in the high 
est estimation with the king and nation ; and 
his pacific sentiments were so well known, that 
all who desired the blessing of peace, wished . 
for his continuance in office ; yet rumours of a 


change in administration were believed and 
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Then the Lord Chancellor, by the King’s 
Commend, prorogued the Parliament to the 
€7th of June. 


Deata or GeorncE THe First. 


George the First had not visited his German 
dominions these two years, and, therefore, soon 
after the breaking up of the parliament, he pre- 


circulated; and a formal attempt was made by 
Bolingbroke, in co-operation with the dachess 
of Kendal, to obtain -his removal, and to sub- 
stitute himself in his place. A full account of 
this intrigue, which bas occasioned various 
conjectures and uncertain speculations, is here 
given from undoubted authorities. 

“The Duchess of Kendal, who, by the 
death of lady Darlington, remained without a 
rival in the confidence of the King, bad, in con- 
sideration of 11,000/. assured lord Bolingbroke 
that she would obtain his complete restoration ; 
but having failed in effecting her promise, she 
threw the whole blame on sir Robert Walpole 
as the pene who obstructed the King’s designs 
in bis favour: and though she was inclined to 
second all attempts fur the purpose of obtain- 
ing his disgrace, yet many umstances pre- 
vented her from exerting her influence in fa- 
favour of Bolingbroke. 

‘6 She was become timid and cautious; 
fearfal of distressing the mind of the king, who 
was declining in years and health, and easily 
depressed. She was unwilling to offend the 
ministers, who, besides the payment of a pen- 
sion of 7,500, from the Exchequer, which it de- 
pended on their punctuality to discharge, se- 
cured her good-will by private presents, and 
supplied her with various means of gratifying 

her rapaciousness. She affected great concern 
for the interest of England, and sacrificed to 
her own tranquillity the concerns of the Hano- 
verian junto. Under these circumstances, it 
was no easy task to rouse her active exertions ; 
but Bolingbroke paid assiduous court ; his wife 
was no less constant in her attendance, and 
both anxiously watched for a favourable op- 
portanity, which at length seemed to present 
itself. 

* The eldest son of sir Robert Walpole had 
been appointed ranger of Richmond Park, 
and the minister, while anew lodge was build- 
ing, touk a small tenement on Richmond Hill, 
where the King after shooting occasionally dined 
with him, and passed the afternoon drinking 
punch, of which he was excessively fond, in’ an 
easy and convivial manner. 

“ The duchess, alarmed at this familiar in- 
tercourse, and anxious to render these visits 
less frequent, attempted, by means of some 
of her German friends, who were generally of 

the party, to break up the meeting sooner 
than the usual time of retiring; but their at- 
tempts having no effect, the duchess listened to 
the overtures of Boe nore who artfully fo- 


pared for bis journey to Hanover, where he 
thought sees the fruit of his labours in peace, 
or continue his endeavours for the good of the 
common cause. Having appointed the lords jus- 
tiees for the administration of the government 
he embarked at Greenwich, on board the Caro- 
lina yacht, the Sd of June, attended by the 
earl of Ilay and the lord Townshend, The king 
landed, on the 7th, at Vaert in Holland, where 
be lay that night. The next day he proceeded 
on his journey to Hanover ; and, on the 9th of 


mented her jealousy against sir Robert Wal- 
pole, and prevailed ou her to second his efforts. 

‘“* He drew up a long memorial, fall of invec- 

tives agaigst the minister, which the duchess of 
Kendal secretly delivered to the King. After 
stating ip various instances the miscundoct of 
administration, he concluded by requesting an 
audience, and undertook to demonstrate that 
the kingdom must inevitably be ruined, should 
sir Robert Walpole continue at the head of 
the treasury. The King putthis memorial into 
the hands of the minister, who concluded, that 
the person who conveyed it, could not be igno- 
rant of the contents: after some inquiry, he 
traced it to the duchess of Kendal, who, on 
being interrogated, acknowledged that she had 
delivered it, and attempted tojustify her conduct 
by frivolousexcuses. Walpole, in reply, only 
entreated her as a favour, to second the instanccs 
of Bolingbroke, and to procure for him that 
audience which he so earnestly solicited. The 
duchess, after several endeavours to excuse 
herself, promised compliance ; aud at a proper 
interval, Walpole besought the King to yrant 
ap audience to Bolingbroke ; and urged the 
propriety, by observing, that if this request 
was rejected, inucb clamour would be raised 
ayninst him for keeping the King to himself, 
and for permitting none to approach his person 
who might tell unwelcome truths. 

‘¢ The King declined complying ia so pnsi- 
tive a manner, that Walpole could not venture 
to press it any farther in person; but waited 
on the duchess to renew Ins applicauon. He 
found Jady Bolingbroke on a visit, and when 
she retired, was informed, that the King was 
unwilling to admit Bolingbroke, on a supposi- 
tion that it would make him uneasy. Walpole 
repeated bis earnest entreaties, and declared 
that he could not be easy, until the audience 
was granted. These pressing solicitations finally 
had their effect; and Bolingbroke was admitted 
into the closet. 

“While Walpole was attending in an ad- 
joining apartment, lord Lechmere came, and 
demanded admission for the signature of papers, 
which he had brought as chancellor of the 
duchy of Cornwall. He was informed that 
Bolingbroke was with the King, and that Wal- 
pole was also waiting. In the midst of his 
surprise, Bolingbroke coming out, Lechmere 
instantly rushed into the closet, and without 
making any apology, or entering upon his own 
business, burst out into the most violent in- 
vectives against Walpole, whom he reviled as 
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June, between ten and eleven at night, arrived 
at Delden, in all appearance of perfect health. 
He supped there very heartily, and eat an 
orange, bug no melon, as was reported; and, 


not contented with doing mischief himself, but 
as having introduced one who was, if possible, 
worse than himself, to be his assistant. The 
King, delighted with this mistake, calmly asked 
him, if he would undertake the office of prime 
minister. Lechmere made no reply, but con- 
tinued pouring forth his invectives, and finally 
departed without having offered any of the 
pers to sign. Walpole found the King so 
bighly diverted and occupied with this incident, 
shat it was some time before he had an oppor- 
wanity of enquiring the subject of Bolingbroke’s 
gonversation. The King slightly answered, 
« Bagatelles, bagatelles.” 
_ «Thus was this formidable attack defeated 
by the prudence and firmness of the minister ; 
the King continued his confidential visits, and 
on his departure for Hanover, ordered him to 
hhave the lodge in Richmond Park finished 
against his return. ; 

‘‘ Such is the account of this extraordinary 
transaction, given by Walpole himse]f; yet 
other reports have been circulated, which de- 
serve consideration. Bolingbroke so confidently 
and repeatedly asserted, that on the King’s re- 
turn from Hanover, he should be appointed mi- 
nister, that this dpinion obtained belief, not only 
from his friends and partisans, but from others 
who were less inimical to the minister, and less 
desirous of bis fall. Swiftexpresses his hopes 
on the subject, with his usual treedom, in a let- 
terto Dr. Sheridan, May 13th, 1727; and At- 
_ terbury drew up a memorial to cardinal Fleury, 
in which he treated the fall of the minister as a 
eertam event. Pelbum also told speaker On- 
slow, that at this period, Walpole was so con- 
vinced of Bolingbroke’s intended elevation, as 
to have adopted the resolution of resigning and 
accepting a peerage, hut was deterred by the 
remonstrances of tiie duke of Devonshire, and 
the representations of the Princess of Wales, 
who dissuaded him from accepting an office 
which would incapacitate bim for taking his 
accustomed lead in the House of Commons. 

On the other hand, Horace Walpole, lady 
Walsingham, and the duchess of Kendal her- 
self, ina conversation with Sir Matthew Decker, 
asserted that the King did not intend to dismiss 
Walpole. It is not dithcult, however, to recon- 
cile these contradictory reports. It was natural 
for Bolingbroke to propagate an opinion tend- 
ing to exalt his.own importance; it is probable 
that Walpole, in a peevish moment of dissatis- 
faction, might have expressed a resolution 
retiring; and the whole account might possibly 
have received its greatest authority from Wal- 
pole’s own declaration, that knowing the vena- 
lity of the duchess of Kendal, her ascendancy 
over the King, and the influence of Bolingbroke 
aver her, he was not without apprehensions that 
her efforts might have finally succeeded.” 
Coxe’s Walpole. : 


having rested well that night, set out from Del- 
den about four the next morning. Between 
eight and nine he ordered the coach to stop, in 
order to make water, and perceiving, that one 
of his hands hung motionless, said, * I cannot 
move this hand.’ Monsieur Fabrice rubbed it 
with both his, bet to no effect; upon which he 
called the surgeon (who followed on horseback) 
who rubbed it also with spirits. In this inter- 
val the king’s eyes and mouth began to move 
strangely, and his tomgue to swell, so that be 
could not speak. The surgeon, taking it for an 
apoplectic fit, opened a vein, and the King re- 
covered bis speech, so as to say, ‘ Hasten tu 
Qsnaburg ;’ bot immediately fell mto a slum- 
ber in Fabrice’s arms. As the violent motion 
of the coach could not keep the King awake, 
Fabrice asked the surgeon, What he thought of 
him? who answered, he despaired of his life. 
Fabrice ordered him to take care of him, and 
rid post himself from the last stage to Osnaburg, 
to prepare the duke of York, the King’s bro- 
ther, for such unexpected news, The King 
being arrived there about ten, was immediately 
carried to bed, where he continued speechless 
and in agonies till two o’cleck in the morning, 
on Sunday the 11th of June, when he expired 
in the 68th year of his aye,, and 13th of his 
reign; and was interred at Hanover, among his 
ancestors.* 


* « The King departed for Hanover on the 
3rd of June; he enjoyed pertect health till he 
arrived at Delden. He was entertained by the 
count de Twittel, at a country bouse sbout 20 
miles from that town. The King eat some mee | 
lons after supper, which probably caused the 
indigestion of which he died. He returned 
that evening to Delden, and set out early the 
next morning, after having breakfasted on a 
cup of chocolate. On his arrival at Bentheim, 
the King felt himself indisposed, but continued 
bis journey in opposition to the repeated en- 
treaties of his suite. His indisposition in- 
creased, and when he arrived at Ippenburen, be 
was quite lethargic; his hand fell down as if 
liteless, and his tongue hung out of his moath, 
He gave, however, signs of life, by continually 
crying out, as well as he could articulate, Osna- 
burg, Osnaburg. This impatience to reach Os- 
naburg, induced the attendants not to stop at 
Ippenburen, but to hasten on, in hopes of 
arriving at that city before he died. But it 
was too Jate. The exact time and place of his 
death cannot be ascertained; but it is most 
probable, that be expired either as the carriage 
was ascending the hill near lppenburen, or on 
the summit. On their arrival at the palace of 
his brother, the bishop of Osnaburg, he was im 
mediately bled, but all attempts to recover him 
proved ineffectual. A courier. had been dis- 
patched to the duchess of Kendal, who had re- 
mained at Delden, with the account of the 
King’s dangerous situation; he met her on the 
road, about two miles the other side of the 
Rhine; but as.she was hastening on, another 
courier announced his death. She beat hes 
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Thus died George the First, who may traly 
be considered as :nore fortunate in more im- 
portant circumstances of his life and affairs, 
than any prince of the last. or present centary. 


breast, tore her hair, and gave signs of extreme 
grief; and then dismissing the English ladies 
who accompanied her, took the road to Bruns- 
wic, where she continued three months.* 

“ Lord Townshend, whe was on his journey 
to Hanover, repaired instantly to Osneburg, 
where he arrived on the 22d, early in the morn- 
ing; but finding the King demised, he wrote a 
letter of condolence and congratulation to the 
bew sovereign, and taking post, pursued his 
journey to England. 7 

“ Before I conclude the reign of George the 
First, one remarkable fact must not be omitted. 
Asthe King could not readily speak English, 
nor sir Robert Walpole French, the minister 
was obliged to deliver his sentiments in Latin ; 
and as neither could converse in that language 
mith readiness and propriety, Walpole was fre- 
quently heard to say, thet during the reign of 
the first George, he governed the kirgdom by 
means of bad Latin. It is a matter of wonder, 
that under such disadvantages, the King should 
take pleasure in transacting business with him ; 

_ 4 circumstance principally owing to the me- 
thod and perspicuity of his calculations, and to 
the extreme facility with which ie arranged and 
explained the most abstruse and difficult com- 
binations of finance. 

“ It has been already observed, that George 
the First had, by a left-handed marriage, es- 
poused the duchess of Kendal, though his real 
wife, the unfortunate Sophia Dorothy, was still 

ve. Sophia was the only child of Wiiliam 
duke of Zejl, by Eleanor d’Emiers, of the house 
of Olbreuse, in France; she was born in 1666, 
and her hand was courted by the most power- 
fal princes of Germany. His father Girnest 
Augustus having once desivned him for the 
princess Anne, afterwards quecn of England; 
he actually went to Fingland to pay his ad- 
dresses, and was well received and approved 
by the whole court, But he was recalled by 

father, who had suddenly concladed a match 
for him with his cousin. 
“ Sophia, at the time of their marriage, was 
only sixtcen years of age, and was a princess of 
great personal charms and mental endow- 


* The duchess of Kendal was sister of Fre- 
Me mc Achatius, count of Schulenburgh and 
we Petronelle Melesina, countess of 

slsmgham, who afterwards married the ear! 
of Chesterfield, was supposed to be her daugh- 
ter by George the First, though she was consi- 

ered as her niece. The duchess returned to 
aod, and died in 1743 at a very advanced 

iy She principally resided at Kendal Howse, 
eal. which was after her death converted 
pelos teagarden. Her immense property was 
ed amongst her German relations, and the 
Countess of Chesterfield, 
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This good fortune, which ts often the reward of 
virtue, and as often the effect of prudence, at- 
tended bim as well before as after his acces- 
sion to the crownof Great-Britain. ‘The esta- 


ments; yet her attractions did not retain the 
affections of her husband. After she had 
brought him a son and a daughter, he neglected 
his amiable consort, and attached ‘himself to a 
favourite mistress. 

‘“‘ Such was the situation of Sophia, when 
count Konigsmark, a Swedish nobleman, 
arrived at Hanover. He was aman of a good 
figure, and professed gallantry ; had been fore 
merly enamoured of Sophia at Zell, and was 
supposed to have made some impression oa 
her heart. On the sight of her, his passioa, 
which had been diminished by absence, broke 
out with increasing violence; he had the ime 
prudence publicly to renew his attentions; and 
as George was absent at the army, made his 
solicitations with redoubled ardour. Tvtorma- 
tion of his attachment, and of his success, was 
conveyed to Ernest Augustus; and one even- 
Ing, as the count came out of ber apartment, 
and was crossing a passage, he was put to death 
by persons placed to intercept him, in the pre- 
sence of the elector; and tradition still marks 
the spot where this assassination was com- 
mitted. Sophia was immediately put under! 
arrest; and though she solemnly protested her 
innocence, yet circumstances spoke strongly 
against her. 

‘““ George, who never loved his wife, gave im- 
plicit credit to the account of her infidelity, as 
related by bis father; consented to her im- 
prisonment, and obtained from the ecclesias- 
tical consistory, a divorce, which was passed 
on the 28th of December 1694. And even 
her father, the duke of Zell, who doated on 
his only daughter, does not seem to have en- 
tertained any doubts of her guilt; for he con- 
tinued upon the strictest terms of friendship 
with Ernest Augustus, and his son-in law, 

‘©The unfortunate Sophia was confined in 
the castle of Alden, situnted on the small river 
Aller, in the duchy of Zell. She terminated 
her miserable existence, after a long captivity 
of thirty-two years, on the 13th of November - 
1726, in the sixty-first year of her age, only 
seven months before the death of Géorge the 
First; and she was anncunced in the Gazette, 
under the title of the Electress Dowager of 
Hanover. 

“During her whole confinement, she he- 
haved with no less mildness than dignity; and 
on receiving the sacrament once every week, 
never omitted on that awful occasion, making 
the most solemn atseverations, that she was 
not guilty of the crime laid to her charge. | 
Subsequent circumstances have come to light, 
which appear to justify her memory; and re- 
ports are current at Hanover, that her charac- 
ter was busely defamed, and that she fell a sa- 
crifice to the jealousy and periidy of the countess 
of Platen, favourite mistress of Ernest Au- 
gustus. Being enamoured of count Konig- 
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blishment of the electoral dignity in bis family, 
was a work which, though begun by his father, 
was reserved for him finally to accomiplish, A 
large accession of dominion fell td him by his 
succeeding to the dukedom of Zell, whereby 
he became one of the greatest princes of Ger- 
many, and by far the most powerful person 
that ever stood next heir to the British throne. 
The duchy of Bremen, and the bishopric of 
Osnabury, considerably strengthened his in- 
terests in the empire, and gave an additional 
weight to the Protestant cause. 7 

But his good fortane appeared in nothing so 
remarkable as inthe removal of those seem- 
ingly invincible obstacles to his succession to 
the crown of these kingdoms. Queen Anne 
had high votions of hereditary right; and, in 
the latter part of her reign, slavish doctrines in 
support of the indefeasibleness of that right, 
were avowed in numerous addresses, Prepa- 
rations were made for the execution of pur- 
poses well understood, though not expressly 
avowed. The ministers, and all who had been 
the sure supports of the Hanover succession, 
-had been disgraced. Many favourable con- 
cessions were nade to our often deteated ene- 
mies, who, both by interest and inclination, 
were the protectors and friends of the Pre- 


emark, who slighted her overtures, jealousy 
taok possession of her breast: she determined 
to sacrifice both the lover and the princess to 
ber vengeance, and circumstances favoured her 
design. 

‘«¢ The prince was absent at the army: Ernest 
Augustus was a man of warm passions and 
violent temper, easily irritated, and when irri- 
aated, incapable of controul. ‘Sophia herself 
had treated count Konigsmark with regard aod 
attentioa, and the Jover was hot-headed, self- 
sufficient, priding himself on his personal ac- 
complishments, and accustomed to succeed in 
affairs of gallantry. 

“ Those who exculpate Sophia, assert either 
that a common visit was construed into an act 
of crimmality ; or that tbe countess of Platen, 
at alate hour, summoned count Konigsmark 
inthe name of the princess, though without 
her connivance; that on being introduced, 
Sophia was surprised at his iatrusion; that on 
quitting the apartment, he was discovered by 
Ernest Augustus, whom the countess had 

‘ placed in the gallery, and was instantly assassi- 
nated by persons whom she had suborned for 
that purpose. | 

‘© It is impossible, at this distance of time, 
to discover and trace the circumstances of this 
mysterious transaction, on which uo person at 
the court of Hanover durst at that time deliver 
his opinion. But the sudden murder of cotint 
Konigsmark may be urged as a corroboration 
of this statement: for’ had his guilt, and that 
of Sophia been unequivocal, would he not 
have been arrested and brought toa trial for 
.the purpose of proving their connection and 
confronting him with the unfortunate princess? 

“ Many persons of credit at Hanover have 
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tender. The administration of affairs was 
committéd to the most daring and determined, 
and the nation deluded into madness for de- 
struction. But, amidst these apprehensions 
and dangers, the queen’s sudden and unexpect- 
ed death gave the fortunate elector of Hanover 
an easy and unmolested accession to the 
throne. ‘ 

King George did not labour under king Wil- 
liam’s first disadvantages. His and their coun- 
tries enemies were well known, and could with 
no colour of right demand confidence and 
power. After strony professions of submission 
and loyalty, many actually entered into re-~ 
bellion; and greater numbcrs wished it success. 
The murmurings and complaints, which were 
occasioned by the disgraceof the general and 
ministry, who had raised the credit and glory 
of the nation to an height before unknown, 
had been resented as unpardonable affronts to 
the royal prerogative: And yet, when the suc- 
cessor removed those, from whom he had re- 
ceived many indignities, and of whose mea- 
sures and desiyns to defeat him of his royal 
dignity, he had many and undoubted proofs, 
this was represented as extreme partiality and 
injustice; and in public, and on the most so- 
lemn occasions, it was pleaded asa just provo- 


not scrupled, since the death of Ernest Au- 
gustus and George the First, to express their 
belief that the imputation cast on Sophia was 
false and unjust. It is also reported, that her 
husband having made an.offer of reconciliation, 
she gave this noble and disdainful answer of 
haughty virtue, unconscious of stain: “ Hf 
what I am accused of is true, I am unworthy 
of hisbed; and if my accusation is false, he 
is unworthy of me; I will not accept his offers.” 

‘© George the Second, who doated on his 
mother, was fully cohviuced of her innocence. 
He once made an attempt to see ber, and even 
crossed the Aller on horseback, opposite to the 
castle, but was prevented from Having an in- 
terview by the baron de Bulow, to whose care 
the elector, her husband, had committed her. 
Had she survived his accession, he intended to 
restore her to liberty, and acknowledge her as 
queen dowager. Her memory was so dear to 
bim, that he secretly kept her portrait io his 
possession: and the morning after the news of 
the death of George the First had reached 
London, Mr. Howard observed (in the anti- 
chamber of the king’s apartment) a picture of 
a woman in the electoral robes, which proved 
to be that of Sophia. 

“George the Second told queen Caroline, 
that in making some repairs in the palace of 
Hanover, the bones of- count Konigsmark 
were found under the floor of the antichamber 
which led to the apartment of Sophia. The 
queen mentioned this fact to sir Robert Wal- 
pole, and in various conversations which she 
held on this subject, she-appeared fully con- 


_vinced of her innocence; anopinion which the 


minister himself constantly adhered to.” Coxe’s 
Walpole. = 
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cation to rebellion, and all punishments of the 
authors of so much mischief and misery were 
opposed under the pretence of being acts of 
inbumanity and cruelty. | 

There are many circumstances not publicly 
known, which, if brought to the light, would 
demonstrate the king’s extraordinary good for- 
tune in defeating the rebellion. Besides what 
broke out iu the North, the associations and pre- 
parations in the South and the West were great 
aod numerous, Caution, fearfulness, and delay, 
prevented the execution of measures, which 
could hardly have failed of proving fatal to the 
goverament. Such a multitude of enemies in 
sv many places would have divided the troops, 
and have rendered the army insignificance in the 
defence of the whule. The march of partof the 
rebels into England, their trifling at Preston, 
awl their speedy defeat, were of unspeakable 
advantage, by effectually discouraging insur 
rections in many other places; whereas a few 
days march further would have very much 
ewelled their numbers, and given them a dan- 
gerous strength. 

But vothing could be more fortunate to the 
king than the death of Lewis 14, of France. 
From him the rebels would have received all 
sorts of succours and supplies. Bigotry and 


revenge animated the whole French nation 


with unanimous zeal for the success of the 
Pretender. And even a mioority, a contested 
regency, and the probable need, which the ree 
geat might have of our support, did not pre- 
vent all assistance. However, those circum- 
stances proved a powerful restraint; and the 
situation of the neighbouring nations was an 
eminent security to this reiyn. The utmost 
degree of aversion and jealousy subsisted be- 
tween the regent of France and the court of 
Madrid ; which was properly improved by de- 
stroying the growing naval power of Spain ; 
and our surprizing and complete advantage in 
this affair utterly disappointed the vast designs 
ef an able end enterprising minister. 

The invasion and rebélliun, in 1719, are the 
less remembered, because not one person suf- 
fered death on that account. The Spanish 
fleet with 5,000 soldiers suffered so much ina 
storm, as to be obliged to return home ; but 
about 400 of them landed in Scotland, where 
they were joined by a cousiderable body of 
Highlanders, but were soon defeated, by an 
inferior number of the king’s forces. 

The king of Sweden’s death was far from 
being the feast considerable of many favour- 
able events; for, had that implacable monarch 
lived, his designs against Denmark would pro- 

have sacceeded; and then he woald 
have had full leisure and opportunity for trans- 
porting his hardy troops into Scotland. 

Bat, on the other hand, how great and un- 
common scever the king’s good furtune was in 
removing all obstructions, and firmly establishing 
himself in the throne, it was not without some 
allay. Had his succession taken place before 
the change of the ministry, and the disgrace 
of the general, it would y ee been infinitely 
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more happy, not only for the nation but for the 
lasting tranquillity and liberties of Europe. 
France would then have been compelled to give 
up the Spanish monarchy. By advantages ia 
trading to the dominious of Spain, in Europe 
and America, and by several concessions, we 
should have had ample meaus of repairing the 
losses sustained in a long and expensive war. 
The House of Bourbon bad been reduced 
within their proper bounds, and ceased to have 
been the terror and scourge of their neighbours. 
To this may be added, that king George came 
to a people who had been corrupted both in 
their political and religious notions, and had 
been taught an aversion to our natural al- 
lies, aad to all foreign Protestants, while an 
esteem and affection for France, anda tenden- 
ness for many doctrines ef Popery had been 
infused into them with great success; and 
these prejudices had indisposed the nation to 
submit to.a Protestent priace, while the dam 
gers from a popish one were not attended to. 
The advantages Jikewise of a prosperous war, 
and many valuable branches of comaerce bad 
beea given up or neglected; and the revenue 
was loaded with a very heavy debt. The an- 
thors of these calamitiesthad the art and as- 
surance to impute the consequences of therm to 
the king and his ministers; and their peace-. 
making had left Europe in such a state, aod 
their principles infected the nation to such a 
degree, that a good body of regular truops was 
absulutely necessary to the safety of the na- 
tion; and yet this wes exclaimed against as in- 
slaving it. : 
The moderete.and sure methods of discharg- 
ing the public debts which had been offered, 
having been neglected, the South-Sea scheme 
took place, to the great misfortune and dis- 
grace of this reign, as well as of the nation ia 
general; and though men of all parties and 
degrees upon this occasion equally renounced 
common sense and honesty, yet they trans- 
ferred the whule blame from themselves to the > 
government. But whatever mistakes ur mis- 
fortunes happened, they cannot justly be ime. 
puted to the king; whose integrity and good 
designs were eminent and undoubted, and his 
ee olikon tu govern agreeable to our laws and 
constitution steady and unalterable; though 
the best understanding, and the best disposi- 
tion are not always secure from the arts of 
bold and ambitious men. | 
With regard to the management of affairs 
abroad, a due attention wus paid to the feeble 
and corrupt state of our allies ; and the eager 
and hasty disposition of the people for war, 
their perpetual complaints of the wisest con- 
duct, cavilling at the most affecting suceesses, | 
soon growing weary of the expence, and long- - 
ing for peace on any terms, were well con- 
sidered ; but at the same time the dignity and | 
honour of the nation were maintained in our 
methods of composing the disorders and dis- 
turbances ; which was perfarmed with as littl 
expence and hazard as possible; and preven-* 
tative and defensive measures were the wise 
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and safe politics, the happiness and glory of 
-his reign. é 
As king James, instead of giving the laws 
their proper course, assumed a power to dis- 
gece with them; and as queen Anne was 
‘flattered into a persuasion that the legal au- 
thority was unlimited ; King George, on the 
contrary, desired no power but what enabled 
him to promote the welfare of his subjects, and 
was too wise to deem those his friends who 
would have made their court to him by the 
‘professiow of an obedience which they never 
practised, and which has always proved fatal 
‘to those princes who have put it to the trial. 
He had given a proof his sovereign virtues be- 
fore he exercised them in this nation, His na- 
tural inclination to justice led him to rule his 
- German subjects in the same manner that our 
constitution directed him to govern the English. 
‘He regarded civil liberties as the natural rights 
‘of mankind, and therefore indulged them toa 
people who pleaded no other claim to them 
than bis own goodness. The consistency of 
-his behaviour was such that he in@exibly pur- 
‘sued those measures which appeared the most 
| i and equitable. As he was most prudent 
‘m laying proper schemes, he was no less re- 
markable for his steadineés in accomplishing 
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what he had once concerted. To this uni- 
formity and firmness of mind which appeared 
in all his proceedings, the successes that at- 
tended him were chiefly owing. His martial 
virtues were no less conspicuous than his civil, 
though for the good of his subjects he studied 
to decline all occasions of inilitary glory. Ue 
had acquired great reputation in his younger 
days, in Hungary and the Morea, when he 
fought against the Turks, as well as in Ger 
many and Flanders, where he commanded 
against the disturber of the peace of Europe. 
And, as if personal courage was an hereditary 
virtue of his family, three of his brothers fell 
gloriously in the field, fighting against the ene- 
mies of their country, and his sou (his present 
majesty king George 2.) fought with the bravery 
of his father at the battle of Audenarde, when 
the sons of France and the Pretender fled be- 
fore him. 

_ As to his more private virtues, he was of a. 
prave, easy, and culm temper, and generous 
upon all occasions; and the serenity and be- 
nignity of his mind discovered themselves in 
his countenance, and captivated the love and 
veneration of all, who approached him.* 


® Tindal. 


GEORGE THE SECOND. 


A. 1). 


__Accxssron or Grorcr tHe Seconp.] On 
Wednesday the 14th of Jane 1727, about 
-three o'clock in the afternoon, a messenger 
_ brought the news of the death of King George the 

first to sir Robert Walpole, then at Chelsea, who 
ammediately carried it to the Prince and Prin- 
cess of Wales* at Richmond; Whereupon their 


. * The news of the king’sdeath had no 
.sooner reached London, than a general belief 
was current that the administration would be 
totally changed. It was credited, that sir Ro- 
bert Walpole had irretrievably offended the 
new king, when -prioce of Wales, as he had 
been frequently heard to protest, that when he 
came to the throne, that minister should never 
be employed. 

_ “Pulteney, before their open: rapture, had 
informed the prince of Wales of some disre- 
spectful expressions used on a former occasion, 
and told him that he was sold to his father’s 
ministers, by persons who considered nothing 
-but themselves and their own interest, and 
-were in haste to make their fortunes. Since 
their quarrel, he had undoubtedly exaggerated 


1727. _ 


royal highnesses came with all speed to Lei- 
cester House. Here they found several Lords 
of the Privy Council, and many other persons 
of distinction, who drew up and signed a Pro- 
clamation for’ proclaiming his royal highness 
King of these realms; but it being then fate at 
night, the ceremony was put off till the next 


this representation, and, as he continaed oa 
ood terms at Leicester house, naturally used 
is whole credit against Walpole. 

* Bolingbroke and the Tories had also ca- 
balled at Leicester house, and were supported 
by the whole weight and influence of the fa- 
vourite, Mrs. Howard. “Swift also, in a letter 
to his friend Dr. Sheridan, mentions the hopes 
of the Tories, and the ‘certain dismission of 
Walpole. In fact, Walpole himself was at 
this moment convinced of his removal, and 
yet was well satisfied that Ins exclusion could 
not be of long continuance. Inu conformit 
with these sentiments, he said to his friend sir 
William Yonge, ‘I shall certainly go out ; bat 
‘let me recommend you not to go into violent 
‘ opposition, as we sr ee come in again.” 


f 
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morning. In the mean time, his Majesty 


caused ‘all the Lords and others of the lete 


King’s Privy Council, to be sworn of his Ma- 
jesty’s Privy Council. 


In this moment of probable disgrace, Walpole 
was deserted by many of his friends; and sir 
Spencer Compton, whom the king had already 
avowed his intention of appointing minister, 
became the idol of the day. But the event 
turned out otherwise, and the public expecta- 
tions were disappointed. 

‘ It is now well known, thatthe continuance 
of the new administration was principally 
owing to the influence of queen Caroline; and 
writers of great credit, but not acquainted 
with the interior situation of Leicester boose 
at that period, have not scrupled to ascribe her 
patronage of sir Robert Walpole, svlely to the 
offers which he made to obtain from parlia- 
ment.a jointure of 100,000/.a yenr, when sir 
Spencer Compton could only venture to pro- 

e 60,000/. as if motives of sordid interest 
ad alone induced the queen to protect the 
minister; and as if ber conduct was derived 
from an instantaneous impulse, unconnected 
with any previous communication or inter- 
enurse. The offer had doubtless its due effect; 
but a number of circumstances combined to 
influence her in favour of sir Robert Walpole. 
- The queen was by no means ignorant of 
his character and abilities. . While he was in 
Opposition to government, from 1717 to 1720, 
he had continued in the hiyhest favour with 
the prince of Wales. During this period, a 
woman of her good sense, could not fail of 
distinguishing that capacity fur business, those 
ial of intellect, which raised him to the 

of his party 3 and his wise and able con- 
duct upon the failure of the South Sea scheme, 
naturelly increased this prepossession in his 
favour. < : 
_ © He had, in conjunction with Jord Towns- 
bend, gratified the prince of Wales, by ob- 
- taining from the king the garter for the earl of 
Scarborough. Aad count Broglio, the French 
embassador, observes on this occasion, ‘ That 
‘ ministers not unfrequently procured places 
‘ for those persons who were attached to the 
‘ prince, from the consideration that the time 
* might come, when such a conduct would turn 
* out to their advantage.’ 

“‘ The duke of Devonshire, who had always 
been the great friend and supporter of Wal- 
pole, had continued on good terms with the 

incess of Wales. Hehad strongly impressed 

with sentiments of high regard for his abi- 
hities aud ministerial capacity, and had repre- 
sented him as the person who had principally 
counteracted the intrigues of the Jacobites, 
discovered the plot of bishop Atterbury, and 
whose good offices were essentially employed 
in preserving the family onthe throne. Nor 
ean a stronger proof be allerdged of the height 
to which this confidential intercourse was car- 
ried, than that the resolution which he had 
ence formed to resign, was communiated by 
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And afterwards, his Majesty, in council, 
was pleased to make the following Declara-. 
tion, viz. : 

“ The sudden and unexpected death of the 


the duke of Devonshire to the princess, and 
that she persuaded him to relinqujsh the design. 

‘* But the principal cause which secured to 
him the protection of the queen, was his pru- 
dent behaviour in regard to Mrs. Howard. He 
had penetration sufficient to foresee, that 
George the Second would be governed by his 
wife, whom he adored, and oF alias abilities 
and good sense he had formed the highest idea, 
and not by his mistress, of whose judgment he 
never entertained any favournble opinion. The 
minister had always treated the princess of ° 
Wales with the highest respect, and declined 
paying court to Mrs. Howard; a mode of con- 
duct, which, according to the opinion of super- 
ficial observers would inevitably bring on his 
disgrace, but which, in effect, contributed to 
bis continuance in office. A contrary mode of 
proceeding had inspiréd the queen with an in- 
vineible aversion to Pulteney, Bolingbroke, 
aod the Tories. Hence she used all her in- . 
fluence with the king not to change the admi- 
nistration. 

‘*The account of the king’s death was 
brought first to the mimster pt Chelsea, in a- 
dispatch from lord Townshend, who had ac- 
companied George the first. to the continent. 
He instantly repaired. to the palace at Rich- 
mond. The king was then retired, as was his 
usual custom, to his afternoon’s nap. On being 
informed that his father was dead, he continued : 
for some time incredulous, until. be was told . 
that the minister was waiting in the anticham- - 
ber with the express. He at length started 
up, and made his appearance half dressed ; 
but he still retained his unbelief, until the dis- - 
patch frem Townshend was produced. Wal- 
pole having knelt down, and kissed his hand, 
inquired whom his Majesty would be pleased 
to appoint to draw up the declaration to the 
privy council? ‘* Compton,” replied the king 
with great abruptness, and Walpole quitted the 
apartment under the most mortifying impres- 
sions. He immediately waited on sir Spencer 
Compton with the king’s commands, who, un- 
acquainted with the etiquette dnd forms of 
expression used on the occasion, avowed his 
ignorance, and requested the minister to draw | 
up the declaration. Walpole complied, and 
Compton conveyed it to the king. 

‘‘ Walpole passed the two days which imme- 
diately followed the accession of the new King, 
in great agitation and concern, and held seve- 
ral conferences with bis friends at Devonshire 
House. Scrope, secretary to the treasury, who 
was admitted to one of these meetings, de- - 
scribed the whole company, absorbed in gloom 
and consternation. Either the next, or the 
following day, Scrope repeated his visit to the 
desponding minister, and found no alteration in 
his mien and appearance. He first encouraged 
him in general terms to hope, and then added 
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King, my dearest father, has filled my heart 
with so much concern and surprise, that I am 


reasons for that encouragement, which he had 
from one, whose name he could not divulge. 
ae frieud had informed him, that queen Caro- 
ine was displeased with Compton, who had 
been deficient in deference, and respect, and 
bad conceived a high opinion of Walpole’s 
ability fur finance. She used to converse with 
George the First at chapel, on political sub- 


jects; and once in particular, having observed - 


that a want of proper funds would oblige bim 


~ to disband his Hanover troops, be replied, 


g 


“ No, for Walpole can convert stones into 
gold.” This anecdote recurred to her recollec- 
tion; she communicated it to the King, and 
exerted herself to abate his predilection for 
Compton, and influence him in favour of Wal- 
pole. The truth of the information soon a 
peared; the queen was assiduously employed in 
removing the prejudices of the King. She re- 
presented the tolly and hazard of dismissing a 
well established ministry, and of forming a mot- 
ley cabinet of Whigs and Tories; and artfully 
took an opportanity of hinting the imprudence 
of placing a man at the head of the ministry, 
who'could not draw up the declaration to be 
laid before the privy council, but was compelled 
to have recourse to him who was about to be 
dismissed; she also hinted to him, that sir Ro- 
bert Walpole had agreed to carry through the 
House of Commons, an augmentation of 
130,000/. to the civil list. 

‘¢ ‘These representations had their effect ; and 
with them, many other causes co-operated to 
change the King’s sentiments. Sir Spencer 
Compton found himself unequal to the weight 
of government, and was not eager to take upon 
him so responsible an office. He was convinced, 
that he could not bear up against the opposi- 
tien of sir Robert Walpole, who had so much 
weight in the House of Commons, and who 
would be supported by the united interests of 
Newcastle, Devonshire, Townshend, and the 
great leaders of the Whigs, unless a Tory ad- 
ministration was formed. George the Second 
was averse to throw himself into the hands ‘of 
the Tories, and yet could not form a new minis- 
try, which promised stability, without taking 
that step. Pulteney, the only man of great 
weight and influence among the Whigs in oppo- 
sition, was by no means attached to the Tories, 
ahd-would not have heartily coalesced with 
them. Bolingbroke was so extremely unpopular, 
that his re-establishment in the Hlouse of Lords, 
and his admission into the ministry, would have 
occasioned great murmurs and_ discontents 
among those who usually supported govern- 
ment. Lord Carteret, the only man of abilities 
who was cordially inclined to join the Tories, 
had little personal consequence, was not the 
leader of any party,:and did not possess the 
smallest influence in the ITouuse of Commons. 

‘* The sitaation of foreign affairs also no less 
contributed to confirm the King‘in his resola- 
tren got to remove the ministry. The treaty of 
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at a loss, how to express myself upon this great 
aud melancholy occasion. 

Hanover had been recently concluded, and 
the negotiations for the consummation of that 
alliance were in great forwardness. They had 
been planned and were conducting by , lord 
Townshend, in co-operation with France. The 
opposition had warmly resisted the treaty, and 
might have introduced a new plan, which must 
have deranged and overtarned the whole system 
of foreign politics. Cardinal Fleury, who thea 
governed France, was intimately connected 
with Horace Walpole; he had adopted the pacific 
sentiments which influenced the English cabi- 
net, and deprecated the change of that system 
which had kept Europe in peace for so lung a 
period. When the news of the King’s death 
reached Paris, Horace Walpole requested end 
obtained an immediate conference, which took 
place at Versailles on the ensuing day. In this 
conference, the French minister conveyed, in 
the strongest terms, professions of friendship 
from Louis the Fifteenth to George the Second 3 
and in his own name declared his firm resola 
tion to maintain the good understanding be 
tween the twocrowns. He also expressed these 
senuments in a letter which-be wrote on the 
same day to Horace Walpole. lmmediately 
‘after the conference, Horace Walpole quitted 
Paris, without waiting for leave of absence, re- 
paired to London, and delivered his letter torbe 
King in person. The King was at first extremes 
ly dissatisfied with him for quitting his station 
so abruptly ; but during the conference, which 
lasted two hours, he gradually softened, as 
Horace Walpole explained, with great address, 
the relative situations of England and France, 
effaced the ill impressions that he bad enter 
tained of his and his brother’s conduct, and 
confirmed the sentiments of the French cabinet, 
which were contained in the letter from cam 
dinal Fleury. Accordingly, the King wrote, 
with his own hand, a letier to the cardinal, te 
which he declared his resolution to pursue the 
same measures as were pursoed by his father, 
and to continue the same ministers who had 
conducted those measures. 

‘“ Under these circumstances, the offer which 
had been made to Compton, was the only re 
raining impediment to the continuance of 
Walpole. The manner of surmounting this 
difficulty was previously concerted. The 
Queen having, in the presence of Walpole, re- 
peated to Compton the intimation that the 
King intended to place him at the head of the 
treasury; Walpole instantly declared his ready 
acquiescence, and gave assurances of his best 
assistance and support. Compton was eX- 
tremely affected at this instance of his master’s 
kindness, and shed tears, as be declared his tn- 
capacity to undertake so arduous & Crust. 

“ While this scene was passing in the closet, 
the dvor of sir Spencer Comptou’s house im 8. 
James’s Square was besieged by persons of all 
tanks, who crowded to pay their court to the 


hew minister. As Walpole was passing throught 
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«I am sensible of the weight that immedi- 
ately falls upon me, by taking the government 
of a nation so powerful at home, and of such 


the square in his carriage, he said to a friend 
who was with him, ‘ Did you observe how m 
‘house is deserted, and bow that door 1s 
© crowded with carriages? To-morrow the scene 
‘ will be changed: that house will be deserted, 
© and mine will be more frequented than ever.’ 
‘“¢ As his continuance in office was the work 
of the Queen, it was through her that it was 
first made known to the public. On the first 
drawing-room which she held at Leicester 
House, lady Walpole, amoug others, presented 
hersélf; but as there was a great crowd, and 
ber husband was supposed to have received his 
dismission, no one retired, till the Queen per- 
ceiving ber at some distance, beckoned to her, 
and said, ‘ There I am sure I see a friend ;’ in- 
stantly the whole company made way. She 
approached the Queen, and kissed her hand ; 
her Majesty spoke to her in a most gracious 
manner, and lady Walpole, in relating the 
anecdote to her sun, froin whom I received it; 
added, ‘ and in returning I might have walked 
‘upon their heads, so eager were they to pay 
‘ their court to me.’ 
. & From this moment Walpole was coarted, 
Compton in his torn deserted, and the ministry, 
with very few alterations, continued in their 
former offices. On the 24th of Jane, the very 
day in which Swift said the ministry would be 
changed, Walpole was re-appointed First Lord 
Commissioner of the Treasury and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, aud lord Townshend again 
received the seal of Secretary of State, An at- 
tempt was finally made by the party, through 
Mrs. Howard, to prevail on the King to confer 
an earldom on lord Bathurst; but that mea- 
sure being thwarted by the influence of the 
queen, they relinquished all hopes of success, 
and Bolingbroke retired from London tn disgust. 
* Qucen Caroline’ possessed great art in 
bending the king’s mind to the purposes which 
his English minister thought advantageous and 
necessary, and in counteracting the Hano- 
vyerian cabals. She always affected to retire 


when the minister came into the closet, de- | 


glared she did not understand business, and 


only remained as if to obey the king’s com- 


mands, and not out of mclination or curiosity. 
She never appeared to listen; never pave her 
dpinion unless solicited, und then delivered it 
with a modesty and humility which captivated | 
tnd charmed the king. She was extremely 
fond of power, thotgh she affected the contrary, 
and preserved her influence over the king by 
consamminte discretion. She was a friend to 
peace, and Appreciated and enforced the 
pacifre system of sir Rubert Walpole, as the 
only means of preserving the interior tran- 
quillity, and preventing & rebellion ; as the 

eat cause of the national prosperity, of the 
inerease of commetcé, and of the improvement 
of manafactures and agriculture. 

‘ The interpotition of Queen Caroline, and ' 


influence and consequence abroad: but my 
love and affecuon to this country, from my 
knowledge and experience of you, makes me 


the assistance which she gave to the ministry, 
in regulating the conduct of uffnirs, was of the 
highest advantage both to them and the coun- 
try. She was not unacquainted with the con- 
stitution of England ; and she often prepared 
and smoothed the way towards obtaining the 
king’s consent to measures which he had first 


opposed, because they often ran counter to his | 


German prejudices, or to his passion for mili- 
tary glory. 

‘© From the time of his accession to the hour 
of her death, the king always appointed her, 
during his absence, regent of the kingdom, and 
an act of parliament was passed for the express 
purpose of exempting her from teking the 


oaths. He uniformly expressed as much: satis~ - 


faction, whew the affairs of government were 
conducted by her, as when they were con- 
ducted by himself; an bonoarable testimony 
of his confidence, which she amply merited by 
her consummate good sense and discretion. 
“In consequence of the re-appointment of 
Townshend and Walpole, not a single member 
of the cabinet council was removed, excepting 
the earl of Berkeley, first lord of the Ad- 
iniralty, who was replaced by sir George Byng, 
viscount Torrington, the confidential triend of 
Walpole; and the power of the minister was 


increased by the nomination of several of his - 


friends to subordinate offices in the Treasury, 


Admiralty, and other boards of government.” — 


Coxe’s Wa!pole. 

~ At the Accession of George 9, the nation 
had great reason to wish for an alteration of 
measures. 
the boasted economy and management of the 
Ministers, notwithstanding the sinking fund, 
which had Leen extolled as a growing treasure 
sacred tothe discharge of national incumbrances, 
was now increased to 50,261,206/. 19s. 8d 4. 
The kingdom was bewildered in o labyrinth of 
treaties and conventions, by which it stood en- 
gaged in pecuniary subsidies to many powers 
upon the continent, with whom its real interests 
could never he connected. The weaith-of the 
nation had been Javished upon those foreign 
connexions, upon unnecessary wars, and fiuit- 
less expeditions. 
had been made upon the constitution, by the 
repeal of the act for triennial parliaments ; 
by frequent suspensions of the Habeas Corpus 


act upon frivolous occasions: by repealing - 


clauses in the act of settlement; bys votes of 
credit ; by habituating the people to a standing 
army; and, above all, by establisting a system 
of corruption, which at all times would secure 
& majority in parliament. The nature of pre- 
rogative, by which the liberties of the nation 
had formerly been often endangered, was now 
so well ‘understood, and so secorely restrained, 
that it could no longer be used for the same 
oppressive purposes: Besides, an avowtd- ¢x- 


The public debt, notwithstanding | 


Dangerous encroachments | 
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resolve chearfuily to undergo all difficulties, for 
the sake and good of my people. 

tension of the prerogative required more ability, 
courage and resolution, than the present nii- 
istry coul:l exert. They understood their own 
strength, and bad recourse to @ more saie and 
effectual expedient. 

‘The vice, luxury, and prostitution of the 
age, the almost total exc‘nction of sentiment, ho- 
pour, and public spirit, had prepared the miads 
of men for slavery and coreuption, The means 
were ip the bands of the ministry: the public 
treasure was atthetr devotion: they multiplied 
places and pensions, to increase the number of 
ther dependants: they squandered away the 
mouey of the nation without taste, discern- 
ment, decency, or remorse; they inlisted an 
army of tie must abandoned emissaries, whom 
they crployed to vindicate the wurst measures, 
in the face of truth,cummon sense, and com- 
mon honesty ; and they did not faiito stigma- 
tize as Jacobites, and enemies to the govern- 
ment, all those who presumed to question the 
meric of their adauinistrauion, 

“© Yhe supreme direction of affairs was not 

et engrossed by a single minister. Lord 
jr owalicud liad the reputation of conducting 
the external transactions relating to treaties 
and neguciations. Le is suid to bave under- 
stood that province, though he did not always 
follow the dictates of bis own understanding. 
He posses:ed an extensive fund of knowledge ; 
and was well acqoaintcd with the functions of 
his ottice. Vhe duke of Newcastle his colleague 
was not remarkable for any of these qualitca- 
tions: he owed iis promotion to lis uncommon 
zeal tor the illustrivus house of Ilanover, and to 
the strength ofhis interest in Parliament, rather 
than to his judgment, precision or any other in- 
teUectual merit, Lord Chesterfield, who may be 
counted an auxiliay, though not immediately 
concerned in the administration, had distin- 
guished himself in the character of envoy at 
several courts in Europe. He bad attained 
an jotimate knowledge of all the ditferent inter- 
ests and connections subsisting among the 
powers of the continent ; and he infiuitely sar- 
passed all the minieters In learuing and capa- 
city. He was, indeed, the only man of genius 
employed under this government. He spoke 
with ease und propriety : his conceptions were 
just aud lively ; his inferences bold ; his coun- 
sels vigorous and warm. Yet he depreciated 
his talents, by acting in a subordinate character 
to those whom he despi:ed; and seemed to 
Jook upon the pernicious measures of a bad mi- 
nistry with silent contempt, rather than with 
avdwed detestation. The interior government 
of Great-Britain was chiefly managed by sir 
Robert Walpole, a man of extraordinary talents, 
who had from low beginnings raised hignself 
to the head of the treasury. Having obtained 


aseat in the lower house, he declared himself 


one of the most forward partisans of the whig 
faction. He was endued with a species of elo- 
quence, which, though neither nervous nor ele- 
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served to enhance his importance. 
ceived the bulk of mauvkind were actuated by 
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“ Vhe Religion, Laws, and Liberties of the 


kingdom are most dear to me; and the pre- 


gant, flowed with great facility, and was se. 
plausible on all subjects, that even when he 
misrepresented the truth, whe ber from igno- 
rance or design, he seldom failed to persuade 
that part of his audience for whose lwearing his 
harangue was chicfly intended. 
acquainted with the nature of the public funds, 
and understood the whole myste: y of stock-job- 
bing. ‘Lhis knowledge produced 8 connexion 


He was well 


between him and the money-corporations, which 
He per- 


a sordid thirst of lucre ; he had sagacity enough 
to convertthe degeneracy of the times to his 
own advantage ; and on this, and this alone, be 
founded the wiole superstructure of this sub- 
sequent administration, In the late reign he 
had, by dint of speaking decisively tu every 
gucsuon, by boldly impeaching the conduct of 
the tory ministers, by his acuvity in elections, 


‘and engaging as a projector in the schemes uf 


the monied-iaterest, become a leading member 
in the House of Commons. By his sufferings 
under the tory parliament, he attained the rank 
of amurtyr to his party : Hs interest, his repu- 
tation, and his presumption daily iucreased : 
he opposed Sunderland as his rival in power, 
and headed a dangerous defectiou from the mi- 
nistry, which evinced the greatness of bis in- 
fluence and authority. He had the glory of 
being princivally concerned in effecting a re- © 
conciliation between the late King and the 
Prince of Wales: Then he was re-assuciated io 
the adainistration with additional credit ; and 
from the death of the earls of Sunderland aud 
Stanhope, he had been making long strides to- 
wards the office of prime-minister. He knew 
the maximus he bad adopted would subject him 
to the hatred, the ridicule, and reproach of 
some individuals, who had not yet resigned all 
sentiments of patriotism, aor all views of oppo- 
sition ; but the number of these was iuconsider- 
able, when compared to that which constituted 
the body of the community; and he would 
not suffer the consideration of such antago- 
pists to come in competition with bis schemes 
of power, affluence and autbority. Neverthe- 
less, low as he had humbled anti-ministenal 
association, it required all his artifice to elude, 
all his patience and natural phlegm, to bear the 

owerful arguments that were urged, and the 
Leen satire that was exercised against his mea- 
sures and management, by a few members in 
the apposition. Sir William Wyndham poe 
sessed all the energy of elocution; Mr. Ship- 

en was calm, intrepid, shrewd, and sarcastic : 

Ir. Hungerford, sly, insinuating, and ironical. 
Mr. William Pulteney inherited from nature « 
good understanding, which he had studiously 
cultivated. He was one of the most learned 
members in the House of Commons; extreme- 
ly well qualified to judge of literary produc- 
tions: well read in history and polincs ; deep- 
ly skilled in the British constitution, the detail 
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servation of the Constitution in Charch and 
State, as it is now happily established, shall 
be my first, and always my chief care. 

“And as the alliances entered into by the 
fate King, my father, with foreign powers, have 
contributed to the restoring the tranquillity, 
and preserving the balance of Europe, [ sha!l 
endeavour to cultivate those alliances, ard to 
improve and perfect this "reat work, for the 
honour, interest, and security of my peop!e.*” 


of government, and the nature of the finances. 
He spoke with freedom, fluercy, and uocom- 
mon warmth of declamation, wlich was said to 
be the effect of personal animosity to sir R. 
Walpole, with whom he bad been formerly con- 
nected.” Sinollett. 

* George the Second, son of George the 
First, by Sophia princess of Luneburgh Zell, was 
born at Hanover on ihe 30th of Ocober 1683, 
and principally educated und-r the direction of 
his grandmother, theelectress Sonhia. Being at 
a very early period initiated into the profession 
ofarms, be made the campaign of 1708 with 
the allied army in the Ne‘berlands, under the 
command of the duke of Marlborough. He 
greatly distinguished Ifimself as a volunteer at 
the battle of Oudenerd, where he charged the 
aig at the head of the Hanoverian dragoons, 
and had his horse shot under him. In 1708, 
he was created duke of Cambridge, and knizbt 

ofthe garter; and at the accession of George 

the first, was so elated, that he said to an Engli:h 
gentleman, ‘I have not one drop of blood in 

‘my veins which is not Erclish, and at the 
‘ service of my fatbe:’s subjects.’ Ve accom- 
panied the king to Enpland; soon atier he bad 
taken his seat in the privy council, was created 
prince of Wales; and during the King’s ab- 
sence in 1716, was appointed guardian and 

utenant of the realm. 

“The unfortunate misunderstanding which 
took place between him and his father, has 

een already related ; and although a reconci- 
liation was effected through the interposition of 
Devonshire and Walpole, yet it was more ap- 
parent than real: the king gave a strong proof 
that his jealousy was not abated, by never 
again consigning to him the government of 
affairs during his absence. Notwithstandirg 
this cause of dissatisfaction, the prince, from the 
Period of the reconciliation, seldom formally 
Opposed his father’s government; but passed a 
retired life, confining himself principally to a 
small circle of select friends, with whom he 
lived in habits of strict intimacy : of these, the 
earl of Scarborough and sir Spencer Compton 
Were the most favoured. __ 

" eorge the Second was, at the time of his 
@Ccession, in the 45th year of his age; ad bore 
the ter of a prince of high integrity, ho- 
hoer, and veracity. His countenance was 
pleasing, dignified and expressive, with pro- 
mineat eyes, and a Roman nose. In person 
he was well proportioned, but much below the 
middle size. He possessed one great advan- 
tage over his father, that be was not ignorant 
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Whereupon, the Lords of the Council made 
it their humble request to his Maiesty, that his 
Majesty’s most gracious Declaration to their 
lordsinps might be made public; which his 
Majesty was pleased to order acc @rdingly: | 

The next morning about ten o’clock bis Mae 


jesty was proclaimed ; first, in the court be- 


fore Leicester House,. where the ofticers of 
state, nobility andgprivy counsellors were pré- 
sent, with the officers of arms, all being on 


of the language and constitution of England, 
although bis knowledge of both was limited. 
He was naturally reserved, except to those who 
belonged to his houscho!d, or were admitted to 
his familiar society, fond of business, and of 
great application whcnever application was 
necessary ; well ecquainted with the state of 
fore'en cfai-s; and his observatians and replies 
to the notes of his mimisters, dictated by the 
occasion, prove good sense, judgment and rece 
titude of intentions. His temper was warm, 
vehement and irritable; prone to sud’en emo- 
tions of anger, and not easily appcnsed. He 
wss slow in deliberation, caut‘ous in decision; 
but his opirion once formed, he became in- 
flexible, and impatient of remonstrance. He 
was strictly ceconomicil, punctuel in the dis- 
cherge of his exoences; so pecu'iarly methodi- 
cal in all his ections and occupations, that, to 
use the expression of a nobleman much about 
his person, * he seemed to think bis having 
‘done a thing to-dav, an unanswerable reason 
‘ for his doing i: to-morrow.’ He was rigidly 
attached to etiquette and runcti' ous forms, and 
fond of military parade; without the smallest 
taste for the eris, or love of science, hike his 
father, he gave no patronage to literature, un- 
less from the sugges'ions of his queen, or the 
intercessio.a of his ministers. Cold and phleg- 
matic in his general eppearance, he at the same 
time possessed a high deviee of sensibility; of 
which he gave many proo!s, particularly on the— 
death of his qucen, and the resignation of sir 
Robert Waloole, which would appear incredi- 
ble to those who are net acquainted with his 
domestic character. The love of women: was — 
his predominant weakness; butt did not lead 
him into any excesses which affected his public 
character, or interfered with the interest of his 
kingdom. He had seen, and lamented, that his 
father had heen governed by his mistresses; 
and was 50 extreinely cautious to avoid a simi- 
lar error, that the countess of Yarmouth, the 
only one among them who possessed any real 
influence over bin, could seldom venture to 
éxert her interest in public concerns. She 
once requested Horace Walpole to procure 
a trifling place for one-of her servants, but 
charged him not to mention to the king that 
it was at her request; ‘ because (she added) if 
¢ it is known that I have applied, I bave no 
« chance of succeeding.’ 

‘¢ But his conduct was far different in regard 
to queen Caroline, of whose judgment and good 
sense he had the highest opinion, and in whora 
he ever placed the most implicit confidence, 
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foot ; then the officers of arms being mounted 
en horseback, the like was done in Leicester 
square, at Charing Cross, within Temple-Bar, 
‘at the end of Wood-street in Cheapside, and 
Jastly at the Royal Exchange, with the usual 
solemuities: The principal officers of state, a 
great number of the nobility, and other persons 


Some of the French writers call history la fuble 
¢onvenue, and not without some degree of rea- 
son: for most histories are written either by 
authors who have been themselves intcrested 
in the events which they relate, and gloss over 
the transactions of their own party, or are com- 
posed by writers who have not access to original 
papers, know little more thav common occur- 
reoces, and derive the principal information 
from uncertain publications, traditional reports, 
gazettes, and newspapers. The personage 
whose character I am attempting to delineate, 
will afford a stmking example of the truth of 
these observations ; for it is a remarkable tact, 
that the historians of the reign of George the 
Second, scarcely mention the name of queen 
Caroline, who almost entirely governed the 
King during the first ten years of his reign ; who 
bore her faculties so meckly, and with such 
extraordinary prudence, as wever to excite the 
t uneasiness even in a sovereign highly te- 
nacious of his authority, but contrived that her 
opinion should appear as if it had been his own; 
who solely occasioned the continuance of Sir 
Robert Walpole in the ministry ; who patron- 
ised and promoted Herring, Hoadley, Clarke, 
Hare, Sherlocke, Butler, and Pearce; and with- 
out whose recommendation or concurrence, 
scarcely auy situation in church or state was 
conferred. 

“ Carolina Wilhelmina, daughter of John 
Frederic, Margrave of Anspach, by the princess 
of Saxe-Eysenach, was born in 1683. Having 
lost her father when she was very young, and 
ber mother marrying John George the Fourth, 
elector of Saxony, she was left under the 
guardianship of Frederic, elector of Lranden- 
burgh, afterwards king of Prussia ; passed part 
of her early days at the court of Berlin, and re- 
ceived her education under the superintendance 
of her aunt, the accomplished Suphia Charlotte, 
sister of George the First. From her example 
and instructions, she imbibed that politeness of 
demeanour and dignity of character, those sen- 
timents of philosophy, that ardent love of 
learning, and fondness for metapliysical know- 
ledge, which merited the eulogium of Clarke 
and Leibnitz. 

‘ She gave au early instance of her attachment 
to the Protestant religion. The fame of ber 
- beauty and accomplishments attracted the no- 
@ice of the archduke Charles, son of the em- 
peror Leopold the first, and afterwards Empe- 
vor bimself, who made a tender of his hand. 
Not allured with the splendour of the family 
tato which she might have been adopted, she 
declined the offer without hesitation: “ But 
Providence (observes Addison) kept a store in 
yeward for such an exalted virtue; and, by the 
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of distinction, attending during the whole ce- 
remony. 


The Proctamation was as follows: 


‘¢ Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to 
call to his mercy our late Sovereign Lord King 
George of blessed memory, by whose decease 


secret methods of its wisdom, opened a way for 
her to become the greatest of ber sex among 
those who profess that faith to which she ad- 
hered with so much Christian magnanimity.” — 

“ Caroline espoused, in 1705, George the 
second, then electoral prince of Hanover. She 
was esteemed handsome before she had the 
small-pox, and became too corpulent. Tickell 
did not flatter her’ in his poem of Kensingtea 
Gardens, when he said ; | 
‘© Here England's daughter, darling of the land, 

Sometimes, surrounded with her virgin band, 

Gleams through the shades. She, tow'ring o'er 

the rest, 

Stands fairest of the fairer Lind confest ; 

Form’d to gain hearts tbat Brunswick's cause 

deny’d, 

And charm a pecp'e to her father’s side.” 

She had a band and arm greatly adwired for its 
whiteness and elegance, a penetrating eye, 
‘‘ and a smile celestial,” an expressive counte- 
nance, great sweetness and grace, particularly 
when she spoke. But these charms of her per- 
son were far surpassed by the endowments of 
her mind. She possessed quickness of appre- 
bension, a natural good understanding, which 
had been duJy cultivated; and obtained a con- 
siderable knowledge in many branches of useful 
and polite literature. 

‘““ Her levees were a strange picture of the 
motley character and manners of a queen and 
a learned woman. She received company 
while she was at ber toilette; prayers, aud 
sometimes asermon, were read; learned men 
and divines were intermixed with courtiers and 
ladies of the household: the conversation turn- 
ed on metaphysical subjects, blended with re- 
partees, sallies of mirth, and the tittle-tattle of 
a drawing-room. She bad a happy turn for 
conversation, and a readiuess in adapting hee 
discourse to the persons with whom she talked; 
possessed peculiar talents for mirth and humour; 
excelled in mimicry, and was fond of display- 
ing it; was pleased with making a repartee here 
self, and with bearing itfrom others. Her con- 
duct, during the unfortunate misunderstanding 
which took place between George the First and 
her husband, when prince of Wales, was so 
pe and dignified, that the late King always 

ehaved to her with marks of due respect aud 

affection, though he never cordially loved her. 

Yet notwithstanding her courtesy, affability of 
deportment, condescension to men of letters, 
and fondness for social intercourse, she had q 
bigh notion of the regal station, and was partial 
to the etiquette of a court; she seldom: forgot 
that she was a queen, and alwayskept up a due 
state both in public and private. She would 
occasionally dine with sir Robert Walpole ag 
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the Imperial Crowns of Great Britdin, France 
and Ireland, are solely and rightfully come to 
the high and mighty Prince George, Prince of 
Wales: We therefore the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal of this realm, being here assisted 
with those of his late Majesty’s Privy Council, 
with numbers of other principal gentlemen of 
ai, with the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 

itizens of London, do now hereby, with one 
full voice and consent of tongue and heart, 
publish and proclaim, That the High and 
Mighty Prince George, Prince of Wales, is 
now, by the death of our late Sovereign, of 
happy memory, become our only lawful and 
rightful liege Lord, George the Second, by the 
Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To 
whom wedo acknowledye all faith and con- 
stant obedience, with all hearty and humble 
affection: Beseeching God, by whom Kings 


Chelsea; but even ber. visits to a favourite 
ministet were subjected to form and etiquette: 
she sat down to table with lady Walpole; the 
royal family whom she brought with her, 
and the lady in waiting: sir Robert always 
stood behind her ehair, and gave her the first 
plate; then retired into another apartment, 
where dinner wasserved for him and the queen’s 
household. 
~ Queen Caroline was fond of conversing 
and corresponding with men of learning, and 
particolarly with divines, whom she often per- 
plexed with questions concerning the doctrines 
of the different churches, and consulted with a 
view of settling her faith.. Hoadley, Clarke, 
Hare, and Sherlocke, were among the number 
to whom she principally applied. She carried 
on a correspondence en these subjects, by 
means of ber bed-chamber woman, Mrs. Clay- 
ton, afterwards lady Sundon, who had acquired 
a powerful ascendancy over her. The divine 
whom she most particularly noticed, and by 
whose conversation she often owned that. she 
was most instructed, was Dr. Clarke, whose 
profound learning, in all branches of sacred and 
profane literature, was scatcely ever equalled, 
whose piety was unquestioned, and whose play- 
ful manners and placid temper rendered him as 
amiable as he was learned. Dr. Clarke had 
only the rectory of St. James’s, which was given 
him by queen Anne, and the mastership of 
Wigston Hospital; and queen Caroline pro- 
posed placing him on the bench, an honour 
which Clarke inyariably declined. Finding 
that he persisted in his refusal, she desired sir 
Robert Walpole to try the powers of his rhetoric, 
which had never been employed in vain on a 
similar occasion. The minister obeyed; and 
in a conference’ at Kensington palace, used 
every argument ip his power to prevail on 
Clarke to accept the proffered dignity: when 
Clarke declined, he continued to press it; and 
the conference was so long that the candles 
were burnt down in the sockets; and the pages 
came into the apartment to koow if fresh lets 
Were not wanted, But the rbeteris ef the mi- 
Vou, VIII. 


» 
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and Queens do reign, to bless the royal King 
George the Second, with long and happy years 
to reign over us. : 


“ Given at the Court at Leicester House, this 
14th day of June, 1727. God save the King.” 


_ The Parliament meets.] June 15. The Par- 
liament, though ptorogued to the 27th of June, 
met this day, in pursuance of the Act of the 
4th and 5th of Queen Anne, chap. 8, by which 
it is enacted as follows, viz: ‘That this pre- 
sett Parliament, oy any other parliament here- 
after summoned by her Majesty, her beirs and 
successors, shall not be determined or dissoly« 
ed by the death or detnise of her said Majesty, 
or of her heirs and successors ; but such pare 
liament shall continue, and immediately meet, 
sit, and act, notwithstanding such death or 
demise, during the time of six months, uuless 
the same shall be sooner prorogued, or dis-_ 
solved, by such person who shall be next heir 


niet er nn 
nister had no effect, and the queen was bighly 
disappointed, that she was prevented from 
placing Dr. Clarke en the bench of bishops. 

‘** Queen Caroline maintained a correspon 
dence with Leibnitz on the most abstract 
sciences, in which she supremely delighted ; 
and in the course of this literary intercourse, 
the German philosopher having insinuated some 
suspicions that the foundations of natural reli- 
gion were in danger of being hurt by the doc- 
trines of Sir Isaac Newton, she applied ta 
Clarke for an answer to this suggestion. The 
answer brought on a reply, and the reply a se- 
cond answer, and the controversy was carried 
on with all the spirit and learning which those 
great philosephers could throw into such dry 
subjects as the peinciples of natural religion and 
philosophy, and free-will and fatality. They 
submitted their respective arguments to the 
princess as to an umpire; and vied in unfold- 
ing their systems in as conspicuous a manner ag 
the nature of so intricate a subject would allow, 
The princess was highly flattered with this arbi. 
tration, and permitted Dr. Clarke, whose opi-+ 
nion she seems to have embraced, to dedicate 
to her the account of the controversy. In this 
dedication, the learned author has not omitted 
to pay a tribute to her desire of knowledge and 
love of truth, in @ strain of panegyric which 
could hardly be avoided on such an occasion. 
Nor was it solely dictated by flattery; for Whis- 
ton informs us, that be often beard Clarke 
speak with admiration of her marvellous saga- 


“city and judgment, in the several parts of the 


dispute. 

‘‘ But although this accomplished princess. 
possessed cunsiderable influence over George the 
Second, she had acted with so inuch caution, | 
and behaved with such moderation and pru- 
dence, that she was considered at the time of his 
accession, by the party in opposition, as a mere 
cypher, and the whole power and influence 
over the King was supposed tobe lodged in the 
hands of Mrs. Howard, afterwards countess ef _ 
Suffolk.” Coxe’s Walpole. 

22 | 
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to the crown of this realm m succession.’ The 
was proro- 
ajesty King 


Parliament being met nccosdingly 
ed by commission from his 
George the Second, till the 27th instant. 


The King’s Speech to both Houses on his Ac- 
cession to the 
being seated on his royal throne, adorned with 


his crown and regal ornaments, and attended 
with his officers of state; the Lords being also 


in their robes; commanded the Gentleman 


Usher of the Black Rod to let the Commons 
know, ‘ His Majesty commands their immediate 
ouse.” Who being come, 


attendance in this 
with their Speaker; his Majesty was pleased 
to speak as follows: 


« My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


‘¢] am persuaded that yoa all share with me 
grief and affliction for the death of my 
late royat father ; which, as it brings upon me 


in my 


the immediate care and weight of the govern- 


ment, adds very mach to my concern, lest I 
should not be as successful in my endeavours, 


as I am above al] thmgs desirous, to make you 
a great and happy people. 
“T heartily wish that this first solemn de- 


elaration of my mind in parliament could suff- 


ciently express the sentiments of my heart, and 
give you a perfect and just sense of my fixed 
resolution, by all possible means, to merit the 
love and affection of my people; which I shall 
always look upon as the best support and secu- 
tity of my crown. 

« And as the religion, liberty, property, and 
a due execution of the laws, are the most va- 
luable blessings of a free people, and the pe- 
éuliar privileges of this nation ; it shall be my 


constant care to preserve the constitution of 
this kingdom, as it is now happily established | that 


in Church and State, inviolable in all its 
arts; and to secure to all my subjects the 
ll enjoyment of their religious and civil rights. 
“‘ J see with great pleasure the happy oe 
of that vigour and resolution which was exert- 
ed, in the last session of parliament, for the de- 
fence of the rights and possessions of this na- 
tion, and for maintaining the tranquillity and 
balance of power in Europe. The strict union 
and harmony which has hitherto subsisted 
among the allies of the treaty of Hanover has 
chiefly contributed to the near prospect of a 
general peace; [ have therefore given all my 
allies the strongest assurances of pursuing the 
same measures, and of making good: the en- 
orang entered into by the crown of Great 
ritain. 
“ The chearfulness with which the Supplies 
, Mecessary for carrving on this great work were 
‘raised, making it but just that the public ex- 


pence should be lessened as soon as the circume | 


stances of affairs will permit; Ihave already 
given orders for sending back some of the re- 
giments brought from Ireland; and will pro- 

to reduce my forces, both by sea and land, 
#8 800n as it can be done without prejudice to 
the common cause, and consistent with the isi- 
terest of my kingdom, 


Crown.] June 27. His Majesty, 


“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons} 
© You know very well that the grant of the 

grentest part of the Civil List revenues is now 
determined, and that it is necessary for you to 
make anew provision forthe support of me 
and my family. I am confident it is needless 
for me, in any particular manner, to recom- 
mend to your caré the consideration of what 
so nearly and personally concerns me; and I 
am persuaded, that the experience ‘of past 
times, and a due regard to the hononor and dig- 
nity of the crown, will prevail upon you to gi 
me this first proof of big zeal and affection, 
mm a manner aps e to the necessities of 
my government. 

‘«¢ My Lords, and Gentlemen ; 

“ T recommend it to you to give all possible 
dispatch to such business as shall necessarily 
be brought before you; the season of the year, 
and the circumstances of time, requiring your 
presence in the country, and making it smpro- 
per to carry this session into any great length.” 

Which Speech bemg ended; his Majesty 
was pleased to retire. 


The Lords’? Address Condolance, Con- 
gratulation, and Thanks.} Upon a Motion of 
the earl of Chesterfield, the Lords unanimously 
voted the following Address of Condolence, 
Congratulation, and Thanks; which was pre- 
sented on the 28th, 


_ & Most Gracious Sovereiga ; . 
“ We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
‘parliament assembled, beg leave to retern 
ur Majesty our most hearty and unfeigned 
anks for your Majesty's most gracious Speech 
from the throne, and to assure your Majesty, 
we are affected with the utmose 
sorrow at the Death of our late gracious Sove- 
reign, our hearts are at the same time filled with 
an inexpressible joy at your Majesty’s 
able and happy Accession to the throne of 
your royal ancestors. 
“ Your Majesty’s tender ooncern for 
people, and your most gracious and solemn de- 


'claration, ‘ That you will always esteem their 


‘ love and affection as the best support of your 
‘ crown; that it shall be your constant care to 
‘ preserve the constitution of this kin in- 
© violable, as it is now happily establi in 
‘ church and state ; and that you will secure to 
all yeur subjects the full enjoyment of their 
‘religious and civil rights,’ claims oar most 
‘Sincere and dutifal acknowledgments; and 
‘may justly be depended upon from your Ma- 
jesty, who so early and so eminently distin- 
guished yourself in defence of the Protestaat 
oe and the mea ibeee of Europe in general. 

“ Nothing can be a greater encouragement 
‘to your Majesty’s good subjects in the faithful: 
discharge of their duty, than your royal ap- 
/probation of that vigour and resolution, which 
was exerted in the last session of parliament 
for the defence of the rights and possessions of 
this nation, and for maintaining the trenquillity 
jand balance of power in Europe ; noe cast 
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any thing be a greater satisfaction to us, than 
the strong asscrances your Majesty has given 
to all your allies of pursuing the same mea- 
sares, and making . the engagements en- 
tered into by the crown of Great Britain. . 

“We are most firmly persuaded, that these 
many instances of your Majesty’s great good- 
ness to your people justly deserve, and cannot 
fail of meeting with all imaginable returns of 
their gratitude and loyalty, and we beg leave 
toassare your Majesty, in the strongest man- 
ner, of our inviolable ity, and of our fixed 
aad analterable resulution, upon all occasions 
fo maintain your Majesty’s undoubted right 
and title to the imperial crown of these realms, 
aad the severa] dominions thereunto belonging ; 
and that we will in pursuance of the many 
solemn assurances we have already given, use 
our utmost efforts to maintain your Majesty’s 
undoubted right to every other part of your 
tominions, against all attempts whatsoever, 
and that we will chearfully embrace all oppor- 
tanities to support and advance the honour and 
dignity of the crown.” 


The King’s Answer.] To this Address his 
‘Majesty gave the following Answer: 


“ My Lords; 

“thank you heartily fer this very loyal 
Address; such a demonstration uf your duty 
and affection cannot but be traly acceptable to 
me. You may be assured that [ shall, through 
the whole course of my reign, have no otber 
view than the interest and happiness of my 


” 

Pete Commons being returned to their House, 
Mr. Speaker reported his Majesty’s Speech to 
both Houses. Hereupon sir Paul Methuen 

“That an hamble Address be pre- 
sented to his Majesty, to condole upon the 
Death of his late soya father; to congratulate 
his Majesty on his happy Accession to the 
Throne; and to retarn bis Majesty the Thanks 
of this House for his most gracious Speech ;” 
This motion being seconded by sir Robert 
Walpole, aad nem. con. a Committee was 
®ppointed to draw up an Address upon the 
exid Resolution. Sir Robert Walpole, being 
Ove of the said Committee, immediately drew 
Wp an Address; which, on the 29th, was re- 
ported, and unanimously agreed to. 


The Commons resolve to grant a Supply, for 
the Support of the King’s Household} Tone 
$9. A motion being made, That a Supply be 
granted to his Majesty for the better support 
of hw Majesty’s Household, and of the ho- 
scoala a of the crown; it was unanj- 
mously resolved to consider of that motion the 
next day in a nd Committee; which was 
dace accordingly ; and therein it was resolved, 
poms to grant such a Supply to his Ma- 


The Commons’ Address of Condolance, Con- 


a exd Thanks.| June 30. The |. 
presented thejr Address to his Ma- 


Jesty as follows: 
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“¢ Most Gracious Sovereign 3 

“We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commens of Great Britain ia 
parliament nssembled, from a- sense 
and remembrance of the many blessings we en- 
joyed under the government of our late most 
gracious sovereign, beg leave, in the most dutie 

I manner to condole with your Majesty upon 
the death of yout late royal father; a loss to 
this nation which your Majesty alone could 
possibly repair, 

“Your immediate succession banished all 
our grief; and the uninterrupted continuance 
of the blessings we had long enjoyed ebliges 
us, with duty and gratitude, to acknowledge | 
the just sense we have of our present and fu- 
ture happiness; and to beseech your Majesty 
to | t the sincere. congratulations of your 
faithful Commons, upon your Majesty's happy 
accession to the throne of your royal ancestors. 

“ Your Majesty’s most gracious speech from 
the throne requires @ more than ordiaary re- | 
turn of duty and thankfulness, for that tender 
and paternal care, which you have been pleased 
to express for our religion, laws, and liberties, 
and for those ample assurances your Majesty 
bas given us, inviolably ‘to preserve the cun- 
stitution of these kingdoms, as it is now happily 
established in cherch and state; and to secure 
to all your subjects the full enjoyment of their 
religious and civil rights: And as these bies- 
sings are the most valuable and dear to ® free 
people, and the peculiar privileges of this na- 
tion; we cannot enough admire your Majesty's — 

oodness, and express our satisfaction, 1a this. 
solemn declaration of your Majesty’s resolution, 
te make the good of your people your chief 
and constant care. 

‘* We congratulate your pend upon the 
preliminary articles being signed ; aad we see, 
with great pleasure; the beginning of your Ma> © 
jesty’s reign attended with the happy presages 


of a agen peace. The early assurances — 
given by your Majesty to your allies, of pur- 
suing the same measures as late royal 


father had taken, and of making good the se- 
veral nts entered into by the crown 
of Great Britain ; as they strengthen and ce- 
ment that strict union and harmony which has 
hitherto subsisted among the allies of the treaty 
of Hanover, 90 they confirm to us the hopes 
and near prospect of a general apie mad 
upon terms honourable, safe, and acvanta- 
geous to your Majesty, and all yeur allies. 

“ The and concern which we had, 
and always shall have, ‘for the defence of the 
rights and possessions of this natiun, for vindie 
cating the honour of our Sovereign, and for 
maintaining the due balance of power in Eu- 
rope, engaged us with chearfulness, during the 
last session of parliament, to grant the sepplies 

for the carrying on this great work. 

And no greater encouragement can possibly 
iven to us, than to see your Majesty so early 
inning to lessen the public fe igi and 
resolving to reduce your forces by sea and 
land, as soon as it can be done without pre- 


™~ 
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judice to the eommon cause, and consistent 
with the interest and safety of this nation. 
“These many and bes instances of your 
Majesty’s goodness and concern for the bap- 
piness and weltare of your people call upon us 
for the highest returns of duty, zeal, and af- 
fection to your Majesty’s person and govern- 
ment: And as we are fully convinced tnat our 
own interest and preservation are inseparable 
from your Majesty’s, we beg leave to assure 
your Majesty, that we will, with our lives and 
fortunes, maintain and support your Majesty's 


undoubted right and ttle to the imperial crown. 


of this realm, and all other your Majesty’s do- 
yoinions, agianst all attempts whatsoever. 

““And when we reflect.on your Majesty’s 
royal virtues, which promise us all the hless- 
ings that can flow from a mind truly great; 
when we consider the distinguished character 
of the Queen, your royal consort, and the ad- 
ditional happnmess that descends to your people 
from ber many princely qualities, and remem- 
ber your numerous and hopeful issue, the last- 
ing pledge and security of oug happy establish- 
ment,; that your Majesty’s crown may sit 
with ease and glory on your head, we think 
ourselves indispensibly obliged to assure your 
- Majesty, that we will provide such a revenue 
for the occasions of your Majesty’s civil govern- 
ment, as may be suflicient to support the ho- 
nour and dignity of the crown io its proper 
and full lustre.” 


The King’s Answer.] To this Address the 
King returned the following Answer: 


- Gentlemen, ; 

“I return you my thanks for your dutiful 
and loyal Address. The resolutions of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain are, every where, so 
highly regarded, that I cannot but receive, 
with the greatest satisfaction, this unanimous 
declaration of your fidelity, zeal, and affection, 
and [ will endeavour, by a steady care and 
concern for the interest and welfare of my peo- 
ple, to.answer the expectation you have con- 
ceived of my government.” 

July 1. Mr, Farrar reported the Resolution 
of the Grand Committee, for granting a sup- 
py to his Majesty, for the better support of 

us Majesty's household, and of the honour 


and dignity of the crown, which was agreed to, 
Rem. 6on. 


Str R. Walpole’s Motion for settling on the 
King the entire Revenues of the Civil List.) 
July 3. The Commons, in a Committee of 
the whole Leuse, considered of the Suppl 
granted to his Majesty, and sir Robert Wal- 
pole represented, That the annual sum of 
700,000/. granted to and settled on the late 
King, for the support of his Household, and of 
the honour and dignity of the crown, falling 
short every year, they had been obliged to 
make it up another way ; and that his present 
_ Majesty's necessary expences being like to ine 
crease, by reason of the largeness of bis family, 
aod of secuing a Household for bis royal con- 

2 


sort, he therefore moved, “ That the entire 
revenues of the Civil List, which prodaced 
about 100,000/. per anaum, above the said 
yearly sum of 700,000/. might be setued on 
his Majesty during his life.” , 


Mr. Shippen’s Speech on this occasion,] 
This motion being seconded,. 
Mr. Shippen stood up and spoke as follows: 


Mr. Speaker, . 

I agree with the honourable member who 
spoke first, [Sir Robert Walpole; That on his 
Majesty’s happy Accession to the tierane: there 
ought to be no other contentuon amongst us, 
than who should most contribute to hus service, 
than who should express their duty aud loyalty 
in the most respectiul and the most extensive 
manner. But then I hope he will agree with 
me, that this is to be done with some regard 
to those we represent: that this is to be done 
consistent with the trust repcosed in us ; con- 
sistent with that frugality which this House is 
bound to use, whenever the crown is pleased 
to call upon it, to exercise its great power of 
giving money. : 

Now, notwithstanding what has been urged, 
I think, we shall so far depart from this rule of fru- 
gality, as we exceed the Revenue granted to 
his late Majesty, whether that exceeding shall 
amount yearly to 93,000/. as computed at the 
highest by that honourable member, or to 
above 130,000/. as [ haveseen it more truly 
computed by another. For I remember very 
well, that the yearly sum of 700,0001. any 2 
now thought too little, was not obtained 
his late Majesty, without a long and so- 
lemn debate ;* and jt was allowed by every 
one that contended for it, to be an ample 
royal revenue. Nor was it asked inconsider- 
ately, and on a sudden ; it was asked on ma- 
ture deliberation, after the Queen's Civil List 
branches ‘were found deficient: it was asked 
after many computations had been made of 
every cherge requisite to support the honour 
and dignity of the crown, and to maintain the 
present royal family ; It was asked, after duly 
weighing what provision would be sufficient to 
answer all the ordinary and extraordinary oc 
casions of the civil government; what would 
be sufficient to answer all proper augmentations 
of salaries, all reasonable and charitable peo- 
sions, all seeret services at home and abroad, 
necessary to earry ona just and wise adminis- 
tration ; It was asked by that honourable mem- 
ber himself and others, who were entering into 
great employments, who were going to taste 
the royal bounty, and who therefore could not 
possibly be suspected to have any design of 
cramping his Majesty, by a too contracted and 
Narrow revenue. 

Nor does the late alteration in the royal 


family call for any increase of expence. For if 


the establishment for the queen should be er 
larged, whose distinguished character and many 
princely virtues, taken notice of in your Ad 
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dress, entitle ‘her to all degrees of grandeur, 


which any former queen consort ever enjoyed ; : 


Jsay if ber majesty’s establishment should be 
, eolarged, I presume the establishment for 
prince Frederiek will be much inferior to that 


eettled on bis present Majesty when prince of 


Wales. Besides our ardent wishes for his Ma- 


jesty’s constant residence in these kingdoms, ' 


> 


| 
| 


( 


and his royal intentions of making us a great ; 


and happy people, give us hopes, that many per- 
sonal, many particular expences in the late 
reign, especially those for frequent journies 
to Hanover, will be discentinued and entirely 
cease. 

Nor is it any objection to the reasoning o 
shat time, when the 700,000/. was granted to 
the late king, or to the computations then made, 
that this sum is said to have been found by 
the experience of past times, to be not an- 
sweraile to the necessities of the civil govern~ 
gent. 

For this experience could not be found in 
the- queen’s reign, because her civil list 
branches seldom aniounted to 600,000/.'com- 
monly to about 550,000/. and sometimes to 
very little above 500,000/. as appears by ac- 
counts formerly laid before this House; and I 
avill not suppose those accounts which were 
brought from the treasury to be otherwise than 
trae, in regard to my honourable friend—I 
ask pardon, I should have said, the honourable 
member, for there is no friendship betwixt us. 
Bot he must give me leave to observe, That 
when be asserts her civil list branches amount- 
ed to above 700,000/. yearly, he can only 
mean the gross, and not the neat produce, 


which is a very uncandid and fallacious way of 


ulng. 
hoggh her revenues were so low, yet she 
called upon her parliament but once in a reign 
of above thirteen years, to pay the debts con- 
_fracted in her civil government; and it is a 
justice due to the memory of that excellent 
rincess, to remind gpa of the unparal- 
eled instances of her piety and generosity, 
which occasioned those debts. She gave the 
first fruits and tenths, arising now, as the ho- 
nourable member, who made this motion, says, 
to 19, a year, fur the apgmentation of the 
maintenance of the poor clergy: she gave 


5,0004 a year out of the post office to the duke . 


of Marlborough: she suffered 700/. a week tc 
be likewise charged on the post office for the 
public service, and by that corrcession lost a 
vast sum, the additional doty then producing 
Only 8,000/. a year: she gave several hundred 


thousand pounds for building the castle of 


Blenbeim: she allowed prince Charles of Den- 
mark 4000/. a year: sbe sustained great losses 
by the Tin contract: she supported the poor 


Palatines: she gave 100,000/. to the uses of 


the war. These, with many other royal boun- 
ties, which escapé my present remembrance, 
were the reasons that brought her under a 
necessity of asking for 500,000/. But she was 
go sensible of the inconvenience, and so detér- 


mined never to apply to her parliament again 


r] 
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in the like manner, that she ordered a consicer- 
able reduction to be made of her civil govern- 
ment expences. [I have seen a scheine of this 
reduction, as it was actually settled a little be- 
fore her death, and intended to commence the 
Lady-day following. It would he tedious to go 
through all the particular articles of it, and I 
will only name three or four. The cofferer’s 


office payments were reduced from 85,0001. to - 
75,0007. The allowances for foreign ministers, 


from 75,000/. to 30,0002. Pensions and boun- 
ties from upwards of 87,4901. to 60,0004. Se- 
cret services from 27,0001. to 20,000/. a sum 
surprizingly small, when compared with the 
late disbursements on that head. In short, the 
whole yearly expences were designed to be 
reduced to 459,941/. and that would have been 
done without eclipsing the glory of the crown, 
which, sume gentlemen so roundly affirm, can- 
not now be maintained under almost a double 
as Salata 

rom hence it appears plainly, that this ar- 
gument of the experience of past times can 
have no reference to the queen’s reign. It 
must therefore be applied, though put in the 
plural number, to the late administration only ; 
and I confess, if the same management was to 
be continued, if the same ministers were to 


‘be again employed, a million a year would not 


be sufficient to carry on the exorbitant ex- 
pences, so often, and so justly complained of in 
this House. For it is notorious, it is fresh in 
all eur memories, that besides the yearly 
700,000/, there have been many occasional 
taxes, many excessive sums raised, and théy 
have been all sunk in that bottomless gulf of 
secret service. First,the memorable 250,000J. 
was raised in defiance of the ancient parliamen- 
tary methods, to secure us from the apprehen- 
sions of a Swedish invasion. Then the two in- 


= * 


surance offices were erected in as irregular a . 


manner, by a bill brought into this House at 
the latter end of a session, and after the com- 
mittee of supply had been closed, upon the 
honourable member’s return into power; and 
those Bubbles paid near 300,000/. for their 
charters. Then anew scene of affairs opening 
in Sweden changed our enmity into an alliance, 
and there was a subsidy of 72,000/. implicitly 
granted to make good some secret, bargain and 
engagement with that crown. At the same 


tine near 24,000/. were given for burning two | 


merchant-ships arrived from infected places; 
but though the goods as well as the ships were 
paid for by this House, that they might, with- 
out injury to the owners, be destroyed for the 
public safety, yet most of them were privately 
conveyed into copnties adjacent to the port 
where the ships lay, and sold there. Then soon 
after a sum of 500,000/. was demanded and 
granted for the payment of the Civil List 
Debts; on which occasion his late Majesty 
declared in his Message, ‘ That he was resolv- 
‘ ed to cause a retrenchment to be made of his 
* expences for the future.’ 
ing that resolution, in less than four years, the 


necessities of the government baving rendered 


But notwithstand- - 


603} 
the promised retrenchment impracticable, there 


_ was a new demand, anda new grant of 500,000/, 


more to discharge new iacumbrances. I might 
mention too the Spanish ships which were 
taken in the famous Mediterranean sea-fight, 
and, as we have reason to believe, sold for a 
considerable sum of money. Nor is it possible 
to forget the 125,000/. which we could only be 
told, the last session, in a general unexplained 
article, was secretly disposed of, for the public 
utility, for the conservation of the peace of 


_ Europe, and for the security of the commerce 


and navigation of Great Britain. 

After all these and other extraordinary 
supplies, Lam informed there yet remains a 
debt in the civil government of above 600,0001, 
If so, surely there must have been a most 


- egregious neglect of duty, to say no worse ; 


there must have been a strange spirit of ex- 
travagance somewhere, or such immense sums 
could never have been so soon, so insensibly, 
squandered away. And itis amaziog that this 
extravagance should bappen under the conduct 
of persons pretending to surpass all their pre- 


decessors, in the knowledge and care of the 


public revenue: But we are not to wonder that 
the world has been free in its censures, since none 
of these sums bave been accounted for, since 
they have been employed in services not fit to 
be owned, None but those who were in the 
secret, and who had the disposal of them, can 
refute the reflections that are made without 
doors, not only on the ministry, but even 
en both Houses of Parliament,—TI must say no 
more; But I heartily wish, that time, the great 
discoverer of hidden truths and concealed ini- 
quities, may produce a list of all such, if any 
such there were, who have been perverted 
from their public daty by private pensions; 
who have been the hired slaves, and the cor- 
rupt instruments of a profuse and vain-glorious 
administration. If there have been none such, 
then the whole weight, then the whole guilt of 
the late misunanagement lies on the ministers 
themselves... 

But it seems to be matter of universal joy to 
the nation, that the case is like to be-altered: 


We hope we have arrived at a day of better 


4 


economy : We hope such tices will be so 
far from being imitated, that they will be detested 
and sthared $ nor can any one entertain the 
least doubt of this, when he considers that a 
prince is ascending the throne, who will choose 
a knowing, faithful and frugal ministry ; whe 
will not permit his domestic or foreign affas 
6o be negociated by bribery and corruption, for 
want of sufficiency and skill in politics; whose 
wisdom will enable him, and whose goodness 
will incline him, not only to inspect the 
management of the civil list branches, but 
ip justice to his parliaments, and in compassion 
to his people, to direct and require a due and 
exact disposition of all the ether public funds, 
according to their respective appropriations. 

_ Now, in consequence of this most just no- 
ton of his Majesty's frugality, which, amouigst 
ether his innumerable victues, endears bin so 
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much to his subjects, I hope I may, without of- 
fence, propose the addition of some words to 
your question, that may restrain it to 700,0004, 
And in this I as much consult the service of 
his Majesty, and the honour and dignity of the 
crowr, as those who are for granting the funds 
without any restriction. For, ia my humble 
Opinion, the voting a greater sum than was 
settled on his late Majesty, is only voting a 
indemnity, is voting at least in favour of minis 
ters whose conduct, as I have already hinted, 
iflaid before you, and duly examined, would 
perhaps rather deserve your censure than ap- 
probation. 

Besides, the surplus of these branches is ap- 
propnated to the Sinking Fund; and, that, I 
thought, had been e@ sacred depositum, re 
served for the gradual discharge of the national 
debt: I thought it would have been looked 
upon as a sort cf sacrilege, to have diverted 
the least part of it, on any pretence whatsoever, 
from its original uses ; and it is. ag surprising 
to me, that the honourable person should be 
for destroying his own darling project, and that 
he should be for pulling down the boasted moe 
oument of his glory ; as it may be to othess, 
that I am for supporting any scheme of his, 
which might have transmitted his name with 
gerrcase to posterity, 

is Majesty was rightly apprised of these 
circumstances he would doubtless rather be con- 
tent with a clear annual revenue of 700,000. 
than suffer his first demand of money, by any 
precipitate proofof our zeal, to carry the least 
appearance of being burthensume to his peo 
ple, who bave leng laboured under the pres- 
sure of grievous and exorbitant taxes; for he 
has been graciously pleased to signify from the 
throne his fixed resolution, ‘ By all possible 
‘ means to merit their love and affection, which 
‘he shall always look upon as the best support 
‘ and security of his crown.’ I will detain yeu, 
Sir, no longer, but desire you would conclude 
Your question with these words, ‘ In like man- 
‘ner as they were granted and continued to 
“his late Majesty, which make up the clear 
* yearly sum of 700,000/,’ 

To this § no reply was made, but the 
question being put, sir Robert Walpole’s mo- 


sion was agreed to without any farther ap- 


position.® 


® « It is a curious observation of Smollett, 
which must tend to shew with bow much 
tiality and i he compiled his History, 
that, ‘to these perticulars (namely, in the 
‘ speech of Shippen) which were indeed unap- 
‘swerable, no reply was made. Even this 
‘ mark of decency was laid aside, as idle and 
‘ superfluous.’ The fact was, that no reply wae 
made, not because the arguments were un- 
answerable, but because no one seconded the 
motion: acircumstance of which Smoilete takes 
= notice. Sgr also rao with no 
ess inaccuracy, ‘ The ainen was rejected 
* with a great majerity,’ which would lead the 
reader to suppose, that there was a division. 
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July 4. The Resolution of the Committee, in 
purivance of the above motion, was reported 
‘and agreed to, and a Bill ordered to be brought 
in 


‘his Majesty’s Household, &c.’ was presented 
to the House, and read the first time. 


The King’s Message for pertlios ¢ Dowty on 
the Queen. | July6. The saxt Bill was read the 
second time, and committed to a grand commit- 
tee; and them sir Paul Methuen delivered tothe 
Mouse a nig signed by his Majesty, whioh 
was read, as follows, viz. | 

“ George R. 

“His Majesty considering that the provi- 
sion made for the Queen his consort, in case 
she should survive his Majesty, is very insuf- 
Gcient to support her royal dignity ; and that 
his Majesty is restrained, by the laws now in 


ing, from increasing the same, thinks it ne-- 


cessary to recommend the making farther pro- 
Vsion for the Queen to your consideration.” 
Hereupon it was unanimously resolved to 
take the said Message into consideration the 
next day, in a Committee of the whole House. 


100,000!. per Annum voted for that Pur- 
pose.] July 7. The Commons, in a Grand 
Committee, took into consideration his Ma- 
Jesty’s Message, and resolved, 1. ‘‘ That a pro- 
vision be made for the Queen, in case she shall 
survive his Majesty, of 100,000/. per annum 
during her life, with his Majesty’s palace of 
Somerset-House, and Richmond Old Park. 2. 
‘That bis Majesty be enabled to charge the 
said 100,000/. per annum on all, or any of the 
daties or revenues, settled for the better sap- 
port of his Majesty's Household, and the ho- 
Dour and dignity of the crown, which shall sub- 
sist after his Majesty’s demise.” ee 
_ July & Mr. Farrer reported the said Resolu- 
tons, which being agreed to, nem. con. a Bill 
was ordered to be brought in. 

Jaly 10. The Civil List Bill was read the 
third time, passed, and sent up to the Lords; 
then sir Robert Walpole presented to the 
House a Bill, * To enable his Majesty to settle 
‘a Revenue for supporting the royal dignity of 

Queen,’ &c. which was read the first time. 
, July 11. The said Bill was read a second 
time, and committed. 
_ July 14. The said Bill was read the third 
Gme, passed, and sent up to the Lords. 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the Ses- 
sion.) July 17. The King came ae House 
of Peers, with the usual solemnity, and the 
Commons attending, his Majesty gave the royal 
assent to an Act, ‘ For the. better support of 
‘ bis: Majesty’s Household, and of the honour 
‘and dignity of the crown of Great Britain;’ 

to ao Act,‘ For enabling his Majesty to 


“settle a revenue for supporting the royal dig- |- 


ERIKS EE Sb cn TAPED aly Pelee IO SI eS 
id m fact, there was no amendmett duly 
oved and seconded, and the original motion of 


Course, passed unaniniously.” Coxe's Waipole. 


pon. 
July 5. The Bill, ‘ For the better support of | 


‘ nity of the Queen, in case she shall survive his 
‘ Majesty ;’ and to three other Bills. 

After which his Majesty made the following 
Speech to both Houses : 

‘* My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

“TI cannot but express the greatest satis fad- 
tion in the convincing proofs you have given 
me, in this session, of your duty and affection 
to my person, and zeal for my government. 

‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

“I must particularly thank you for your 
ananimity and dispatch, m granting me the 
revenues necessary for the support of my 
family, and the occasions of my civil govern- 
ment; which you have done in a manner so 
very agreeable, and wth such a due regard to 
the honour and dignity of thé erown, that if 
any thing could add to my own inclinations of 
making the happiness of my seabjects my prin- 
cipal care and study, this instance ef your par- 
ticular confidence in use would engage me more 
strongly to make use of the power, which you 
have gtven me of doing good, in promoting the 
honour and interest of my people. 

“The ample provision you have made for 
the Queen is another instance of your regard 
for me, which I am confident she will very well 
deserve, and I shall always acknowledge. 

‘“¢ My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

“Ttis a great happiness to me to see the 
Nation in so prosperous and flourishing a condi- 
tion, at the highest pitch of glory and reputa- 
tion, of great weight in holding the balance of 
Europe, defending themselves in their just pri- 
vileges and possessions, and vindicating the 
honour of the crown of Great Britain. 

‘* At home I find, among my protestant sub- 
jects, such mutual charity and forbearance dif- 


fused throughoet: the kingdom, that the na-. 


tional church repines not at the apy aay 
given to scrupulous consciences; and those, 
that receive the benefits of the toleration, env 
a the Acacias church the rights and privi- 
which they by law enjoy. 
oe Prom ibe Nappy pd and favourable 
conjunctures has flowed that general tran- 
quillity, that rise of public credit, and that im- 
provement of trade and commerce, which have 
greatly increased our wealth and power, and 
given: us that respect and influenee abroad, 
which has’ so much advanced the glory and 
happiness of this natien. 
‘¢ But all these blessings, great and valuabl 
as they are, had not been secured and trans- 
mitted to us, without your having carefully 
avoided all occasions of strife division ; 
without a strict regard to public faith, a con- 
stant care and attention towards discharging 
the national debt, and without that singular 
steadinéss and resolution, which this parlia» 
ment has shewed upon all proper and neces- 
sary occasions. : 
“ T can therefore make no doubt, but thas 
your behaviour, end the temper you have shewn, 
will sufficiently recommend this parliament to 
the esteem and good opinion of their country § 
who, from the same conduct; and by pursuing 


‘ 
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the same measures, may promise. themselves all 
future prosperity. 

4“The expiration of this parliament now 
drawing near, I will give orders for issuing the 
writs for calling and electing a new parliament, 


as soon as it can conveniently be dune; and I |. 


am persuaded that the general contest and 
emulation in expressions of duty and affection 
to me, which, to my great satisfaction, I have 
universally met with, will be farther demon- 
strated by the choice of a parliament, zealously 
affected to our present happy establishment in 
the Protestant succession ; and in return, no- 
thing shall be wanting on my part, that can 
coutribute towards improving a good corres- 
pondenee and harmony between me and my 
- people, and that can tend to perfect and per- 
petuate the happiness of Great Britain,” 


The Parliament dissolved.| Then the Lord 
Chancellor proroyued the parliament to the 
29th of August; but on the 7th of the same 
month a Proclamation was issued for dissolving 
this parliament, and calling of another.* 


FIRST SESSION 
OF THE 
‘SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
oF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 7 
Meeting of the New Parliament.] January 
23,1728. This day,the New Parliament met at 
Westminster. The King being seated on his 
royal throne, adorned with his crown and regal 
ornaments, and attended with his officers of 
state ; the Lords being also in their robes; com- 


@ « His Majesty now proceeded to settle his 
Ministry, his Council, and his Household ; and 
that, in sach a manner, as proved he was re- 
solved to give the preference to the friends of 
bis family, and of public liberty. The seals of 
the secretaries of state were continued with the 
duke of Newcastle and the lord Townshend ; 
Mr. Pelham, the duke’s brother, was appointed 
secretary at war. The duke of Rutland was 
appointed Chancellor of the dutchy of Lancas- 
ter. Sir Robert Walpole was appointed Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and first Lord of the 

Treasury; and, by the union of these two 
' offices in his person, was considered as prime 
minister of state ; the other lords of treasury, 
were sir Charles Turner, Mr. Doddington, sir 
George Oxenden, and Mr. Clayton. Lord 
Torrington was placed at the head of the Ad- 
miralty, and the other members of that board 
were, Mr. Cockburn, sir John Norris, and sir 
Charles Wager, sir Thomas Littleton, the lord 
Malpas, and Mr. Molyneux. The earl of 
Chesterfield was appointed to go embassador 
to Holland, and the lord Cartcret was made 
lord lieutenant of Ireland.” 

“ Meanwhile the general election for mem- 
bers of parliament was going on in the nation, 
with a spirit, which sufficiently testified the 
confidence which the people of England repos- 
edin the adminiswation,” Tindal. 


manded the Gentleman. Usher of the Black Rod 
to let the Commons know, It is his Maiesty’s 
pleasure, they attend him immediately, in this 
House, 


Who being come; the Lord Chancetlor said, 


“© My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

‘©T am commanded by his Majesty to let 
you know, he will defer deciaring the causes 
of his calling this Parliament, til the House of 
Commons have first of all aSpeaker ; and that, 
therefore, it is his Majesty’s pleasure, that yoo, 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons, repair 
to the place where you are to sit, and there 
proceed to the Choice of a proper person to 
be your Speaker; and that you present such 
person whum you shall so choose here, on Sa- 
turday next, at one o'clock, for bis Majesty’s 
royal approbation.” 

Then his Majesty was pleased to retire, and 
the Commons withdrew.j | 


List of the’ House of Commons.| The follow- 
ing isa List of the Members of the House of - 
Commons : 


A List of the House or Commons in the Ses 
venth Parliament of Great Britain, which 
met at Westminster, January 23, 1728. 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Sir Rowland Alston, 
Patee Byng,—Succeeded his father as viscount 
Torrington, a new. writ ordered, Jan. 24, 
1733. 
Charles Leigh. 
Bedford. 
Jobn Orlebar, 
Jobn Thurloe Brace,—Not duly elected. 
James Metcalfe,—Died ; a new wnt ordered, 
Jan. 21,1731. 
Sir J. Van. Sambroke. 


BERKSHIRE. 

Sir John Stonhouse,—Died; a new writ order 
ed, Jan. 17, 1734. - 

Robert Packer,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
April 26, 1731. 

William Archer, Winch. H. Packer. 

Windsor. _ 

Lord Vere Beauclerk,—Made commissioner 
of the navy; and a pew writ being ordered, 
May 10, 1732, he was re-elected. 

George visc. Malpas,—Succeeded his father as 
earl of Chotmondeley ; a new writ ordered, 
May 11, 1730. 

Lord Sydney Beauclerk. 

Reading. 

Richard Thompson, 

Wallingford. 
William Hucks, 

Abingdon. 
Robert Hucks. 


Bucks. 
Sir Wm. Stanhope, -e 
Richard Hampden,—Died ; and ® new wn 
was ordered, Jan. 21, 1729, 


Richard Pottenger. 
George Lewen. 
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Sir Thomas Lee. 
Buckingham. 


Thomas Lewis,— Made his election for Salis- | 


bury. 

Jobn Fine, —Created lord Catherlough in Ire- 

land; now earl of Westmoreland. 
Geo. Chamberlayne. 
Chipping Wicomb. . 

William Lee,——Made a judge of the King’s- 
bench (now lord chief justice of England); 
and a new writ ordered, Jap. 21, 1731. 

Harry Waller, Sir Charles Vernon. 

Aylesbury, 

Sir William Stanbope,—Made his election for 
the county. 

_ Philip Lloyd, Made one of the cquerries to 
his Majesty ; a new writ ordered, Feb. 6, 
1730. He was afterwards elected for Christ- 
Church, 

Edward Rudge, 

Agmondesham. 

Bt. Leveson Gower,—Made his election for 
Newcastle-under-Line. 

M. Garrard Drake,—Died; a new writ or- 
dered, May 10, 1728. 

Thomas Lutwych, 


Wendover. 

James visc. Limerick,—Trustee for the colony 
of Georgia. 

Richard Hampden,—Made his election for the 
county. 

Joho Hamilton. 

Great- Marlow. 

John Clavering,—Made a groom of the bed- 
chamber to his Majesty; a new writ ordered, 
May 7, 1731. 

Edmund Waller, 

George Robinson,—Banker in Lombard-street. 
Expelled the House for indirect and fraudu- 
Jent practices in the affairs of the Charitable 
Corporation, and for having never attended 
the service of the House, although required 
so to do; and a new writ was ordered, 

April 8, 1732, 


Thomas Ingoldesby. 


MarmadukeA llington. 


Sir Thomas Hoby. 
Cam BRIDGESHIRE. 
Henry Bromley, Samuel Shepherd. 
Uniz. of Cambridge. 
Edward Finch, Thomas Townshend. 
Town of Cambridge. 
Sir J.Hynd Cotton, = Tho, Sclater Bacon. 
CHESHIRE. 
Charles Cholmondeley, 
Sir R. Salusbury Cotton. 
Chester. 
Sir Rob. Grosvenor, Sir Charles Buybury. 
CornwaLlL. 
Sir Joha St. Aubin, Sir William Carew. 
Launceston. 
John King, Arthur Tremayne. 


ard. 
Jobo Cope,—Lieutenant-colonel of the second 
troop of Grenadier guards, made colonel of 
3 regiment, : 
Thomas Clutterbuck,—-Made a lord of the Ad- 
Vo. VIIL 


miralty; and a new writ being ordered, June 
1, 1732, he was re-elected. 
Lestwithiel. 
Darrell Trelawney,—Died; a new writ ordere 
_ed, Feb. 17, 1728. | 
Sir Orlando Bridgman,—Made his election for 
Blechingley. 
Sir Edward Knatchbull;—Died; a new writ 
erdered, April 20, 1730. 
Anthony Cracherode,—Solicitor ta the Trea- 


sury. 
Edward Walpole,—Second son of sir Robert 
Walpole. | 
Truroe, r 
Hugh Boscawen, 
Bodmin. 
John Laroche, ’ 
Robert Booth,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 31, 1733. . | 
Sir John Heathcote. 


Helston. 
John Evelyn, | 
Jobo Harris,—Made paymaster of the Bo 
of Works; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 17, 1738, he was re-elected. +3 


Saltash, , 
Jobn visc. Glenorchy,—Envoy to the court of 
Denmark, and master of the horse to the 
three eldest Princesses. 
Edward Hughes,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 29, 1734. 
Thomas Corbet,—Joint secretary of the Ad- 
miralty with Josiah Burchet, esq. and secre- 
tary to Greenwich hospital. 


. Camelford. 
Thomas Hales,—Clerk of the Green-cloth. 
John Pitt,—Colonel in the first regiment of 
Guards, aid-de-camp to his Majesty, and 
vice admiral of the Summer Islands. 
West Looe. . 
John Willes,—Made chief justice of Chester ; 
and a new writ being ordered, Feb. 17, 
1729, be was re-elected, and made attorney 
general to his Majesty ; and a new writ bes 
Ing ordered, Jan. 17, 1734, he was re-elected, 
Edward Trelawney,—Made a commissioner of 
the Customs; a new writ ordered, Jan. 16, 
1733. 
Thomas Walker,—Surveyor-general of his Mae 
jesty’s crown revenues. 
Grampound. 
Philip Hawkins, : . 
Humphry Morice,—Bank director; died, a 
new writ ordered, Jan. 19, 1732. 
Isaac Leheup. | 
East Looe, 
Sir Joho Trelawney, 
Penryn. 
Edward Vernon, 
Tregony. ; ; 
John Goddard,—A commissioner for settling 
the merchants lusses by the Spaniards, 
Thomas Smith,—Vice chamberlain to the 
Queen’s household; died, a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 25, 1729, 
Mat. Ducie Morton, 


2R 


Sydney Meadows, 


Charles Longueville, 
Sir Cecil Bishop. 


G11] PARL. HISTORY, 1 Gzonce Il. 1728.—List of the House of Commons. 


Bossiney. 
Robert Corker,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
March 18, 1731. 


John Hedges,—Treasurer to the Prince of | 


' Wales; and envoy to the court of Turin. 
Jas. Cholmondeley,— Major of the Horse 
Guards, and deputy-governor of Chester 
castle. ; 
St. Ives. 
Sir al Rich, 


a owey. 
Jonathan Rashleigh, 
| ‘St. Germains, 
Sir G. Heathcote,—Senior alderman of Lon- 
don; and director of the Bank; died, a new 
writ ordered, Feb.. 20, 1733. 


Henry Knollys. 


Rich,visc.Fitzwilliams. 


Sidney Godolphin,—Died; a new writ order- | 


ed, Jan. 16, 1733. 
Dudley Ryder,—Made solicitor-general to his 
Majesty; and a new writ being ordered, 
Jan. 17, 1734, he was re-elected. | 
Richard Eliot. 
: St. Michael, 
Henry Kelsal, a 
Thomas Farrington,—Made auditor of his Ma- 
Jesty’s land revenues within the principality 
of Wales; and a new writ being ordered, 
June 1, 1733, be was re-elected. 
Newport.’ : 
Herbert, Sir William Morice. 
St. Maus. 
Henry Vane, 
John Knight,—Made his election for Sudbury. 
William East. eyes 
Kellington. 
Sir John Coryton, 


Thomas 


Thomas Copleston. 


| CumBERLAND. 
Sir James Lowther,—Succeeded his brother in 
’ ‘the dignity of baronet. . 
_ Gilfred Lawson. - 


Carlisle. 


Charles Howard,—Lieutenant-governor of this |. 


‘city and castle, and colonel in the second 
regiment of Foot Guards. 
John Hylton. | : 


_. Cockermouth. 
William Finch, 


DERBYSHIRE, 
Godfrey Clarke, 


Derby. 
Lord Jas. Cavendish, 
William Stanhope,—Created lord Harrington : 
a new writ ordered, Jan. 21, 1730. : 
Charles Stanhope. 


Sir Wilfred Lawson. 


Sir Nathaniel Curzon. 


DEVONSHIRE. 

Sir Will. Courtenay, 

John Rolle,—Died ; a 
15, 1730. ° 
Henry Rolle. 


Eveter, 


new writ ordered, May 


'Ricbard Edgecumbe, 
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Totness. 

Sir Charles Willes, 

Exton Sayer,—Doctor of laws, advocate of the 
Admiralty, and chancellor of Durham, made 
surveyor-general of his Majesty’s lands; and 
a new writ being ordered, May 8, 1730, he 
was re-elected and died ; a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 138, 1732. 


‘Sir Henry Gough. 


Plymouth. 
Arthur Stert, 
George Treby,—Made his election for Dart- 
mouth. 


‘Robert Byng,—Made a commissioner of the 


navy, and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 
13, 1732, he was re-elected. 


Oukhampton. nat 

W. Northmore, Thomas Pitt. 
Barnstable. 

Richard Coffin, Theophilas Fortescue. 
Plympton. 


' George Treby,—Made his election for Dart- 


mouth, 
John Fuller. 


Honiton. 


‘Sir W. Yonge,— Made a lord of the Admiralty: 


and a new writ being ordered, May 27, 1728, 
he was re-elected, and afterwards made a 
lord of the Treasury: and a new writ being: 
ordered, May 8, 1730, he was re-elected. 


| James Sheppard,—Died : and afterwards voted 


not duly elected, March 15, 1731. i 
Sir William Pole. " =a 
Tavistock. 

Sir Francis H. Drake, 

Sir John Cope,—Made his election for the 
county of Southampton. | 

Sir Humphry Monnoux. 

Ashburton. 

Richard Reynel, 

Dartmouth. 

George Treby,—For Plympton in the last Par- 
liament, made master of the household ; and 
a new writ being ordered, May 8, 1730, he 

,._ was re-elected. 

‘Walter Cary,—Made one of the chief clerks © 

of the council; and a new writ being ordere 
ed, May 14, 1729, he was re-elected. 

Berealston. : 

Sir F. Hen. Drake,—Made his election for 
Tavistoct, care 

Sir J poe Hobart,— Made his election for Nor - 
folk. 

Sir Archer Croft,—Made a commissioner of 
trade and plantations, and a new writ be- 
ing ordered, May 15, 1730, he was re- 
elected. ; 

ilenry lord Walden,—Succeeded his father as 
carl of Suffolk. A new writ ordered, Jan. 18, 
1734. 

Wilham Morden,—Changed his name to Har- 
bord, 

Tiverton. 


Roger Tuckfield. 


Samuel Molyneux,—A lord of the Admiralty ; |,\rthur Arscot, 


died, a new writ ordered, May 10, 1 28, 
Francis Drew, eine es a : 


John Belfield,—Serjeant at law. 


Sir Wm. Yonge,—Mrade his election for Hon 
ton. 
James Nelthorpe, 
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/, DorsetTsHJRE. 
Edm. Mort. Pleydell, 
Poole. 


George Trenchard, | 

Densis Bond,—Letter-carrier to his Majesty, 
expelled the House for a notorious breach of 
trast reposed in him, as a commissioner and 


George Chaffin. 


trustee for the sale of forfeited estates for the | 


use of the public. A new writ ordered, 
April 3, 1732. 7 

Thomas Wyndham. 

orchester. 

Jobn Brown, = | 

William Chapple,—Made justice of the coun- 
ties of Merioneth, Carnarvon, and Anglesea, 
in the principality of Wales; and a new writ 
being ordered, March 4, 1729, he was re- 
elected. 


is. | 

Joho Burridge, jun.—Not daly elected. 

lenry Drax, io atch, taht 

Henry Holt Henley,—Made clerk of the Pipe; 
and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 21, 1729, 
he was re-elected. - 

Weymouth, and Melcombe-Regis. 

Sir James Thornhill, Thomas Pearse, 

Edward Tucker, 

William Betts,—Knox Ward, esq. petitioner 
against Mr. Betts, renewed Sess. 2 and 3, 
and the election, as to Mr. Betts, was decla- 
red void, and a new writ ordered, May 7, 
1730. 

George Doddington. 

Bridport. 

William Bowles, at 

James Pelham,— Made his election for Newark; 
and upon Solomon Ashley, esq. withdraw- 
we his petition, a new writ ordered, Feb. 12, 

730. 

John Jewkes. 

Shaftes 

Stephen Fox, 

Wareham. 

Sir Edward Ernle,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
Feb. 17, 1729. | 
oseph Gascoigne,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Feb. 6, 1729. 
Nathaniel Gould, 


..- Corfe-Castle. 
John Bond, — _ John Banks. | 


Duruaw County. 
George Bowes, John Hedworth. 
Durham. | 
Charles Talbot,—Created lord Talbot, and 
lord chancellor; a new writ ordered, June 
-37, 1734, 
Robert Shaftowe,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
. Jan. 15, 1730. 7 
Henry Lambton, 
Essex. | 
Rich, visc. Castlemain, Sir Robert Abdy. 
- Colchester. ene 
Stamp Brouksbank,—Bank director. . 
Sainnel Tufvell,—A commissioner for settling 


Sir Edw. Deabouverie: 


Thomas Tower. 


. John Shaftoe. 


cornmerce. 


Malden. :e A we Ge 
Henry Parsons, Thomas Bramston. 
John visc. Percival, Sir Philip Parker. 
GLoucEsTERSHInE. . 
Sir John Dutton, Henry Berkley. 
Gloucester. 


M. D. Morton,—A double. return, the twe 
last duly elected; Mr. Morton and Mr. 
Chester waving their.return, and Mr. Mor- 
tan was re-elected for Tregony. 

Thomas Chester, 


Chas. Selwyn,—Equerry to the Queen. 
Benjamin urst. 
Cirencester. bie Hho 
Thomas Master, Peter Bathurst. 
| Tewksbury. a 
Thomas visc. Gage, George Read. 
_ _ HEREFORDSHIRE, et 
Edward Harley, Velters Cornwall. 
Hereford. a 
Henry m. of Carnarvon, Thomas Geers. 
6 os Leominster. nt aoe oe 
Sir George Caswall, William v. Bateman. 
. .Weobly. a 
Udeval Price, 


John Birch,—Made cursitor-baron of the Ex- 
chequer; andanew writ being ordered, Jan. | 
14, 1780, he was re-elected, and expelled for 
a notorious breach of trust reposed in him, as 
a commissioner and trustee for the sule of the 
fortcited estates, and a new writ erdered, 

_Mareh 34, 1782, | 7 

James Cornewall. 


HERTFORDSHIRE. ,,. . 
Sir T. Saund. Sebright, Charles Cesar. 
St. Albans. © 
William visc. Grimston, _ 
Caleb Lomax,—Died: a new writ ordered, | 
March 16, 1730. . i ae | 
Thomas Gape,—Died: a new writ ordered, | 
Jan. 16, 1733. 
Jobn Merril. 


Hertford. ee a 
Sir Thomas Clerke, | George Harrison. — 
: HuNTINGDONSHIRE, 
John Bigg, 


Will. marq. of Hartington,—Succeeded his fa- 
‘ther as duke qt Devonshire; a new writ or- 
dered, Jan. 14, 1730. 

Robert Pigott. 

Huntingdon. 

Roger Handaside, 


Edward Wortley. 


. Kent. 
Sir Reyer Meredith, a 
Sir Robert Furnese,—Died, a new writ or 
dered, March 19, 1733. 
Sir Edw. Dering. 
Canterbury. . . . 
Sir Will. Hardres, Sir Thomas Hales. 


Rochester. . — ; 
David Polbill—Made keeper of the records in 


the Tower; and g new writ being ordered, 


April 27, 1731, he was re-elected. 
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Sir John Jennings,—House-keeper to Green- 
wich hospital. 
Maidstone. 
Thomas Hope, 
Queenborough. 
Sprig Manesty,—Cummissioner of the Victual- 
ling-office; died, ~ new writ ordered, Jan. 
21, 1729. 
John Crowley,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
Feb. 15, 1728. 


LancasurBe. 
Sir Edward Stanley,, 
Preston, 
~ Sir Henry Hoghton, 
Daniel Pulteney,—Died,.a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 18, 1732. 
Nicholas Fazakerley. 
Lancaster. 
Sir Thomas Lowther, 
Newton. ! 
Legi Master, 
Wigan. 
. Sir Roger Bradshaigh, 
Clithero. 
Jobn visc. Galway, 
Liverpool. 
Thomas Brereton,—Made a commissioner of 
the Victualling-oftice; a new writ ordered, 
May 34, 1729. | 
Thomas Bootle,, = Sir Thomas Aston. 


LgIcEsTERSHIRE. , 

Lord William Manners,—Lord of the bedcham- 
ber to bis Majesty. 

Sir Clobery Noel,—-Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 17, 1734. 

Ambrose Philips, 

Leicester. 

Sir George Beaumont, 

George Wrighte, Grandson of the lord- 


John Finch. 


Richard Shuttleworth. 


Christopher Tower. 
William Shippen. 
Peter Bold. 


Thomas Lister. 


keeper. 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Sir T. L. Saunderson, Robert Vyner. 
Lincoln. 


Sir John Monson,—Created lord Monson; a 
new writ ordered, May 28, 1728. 
Charles Hall, Sir John Tyrwhit. 
Boston. 
Henry Pacey,—Died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 
13, 17380. | 
Sir Richard Ellys. Henry Id. Coleraiac. 
Great Grimsby. 


George Monson, John Page, 
Stamford, 

William Noel, Robert Shirley. 
Grantham. 

John visc. Tyrconnel, Sic M. Newton. 


MIpDLESEx. 
James Bertie, 
Sir Francis Child,—East India director, and 
alderman of London. 
Westminster. - 
Lord Charles Cavendish,—A lord of the bed- 
chamber to the Prince. 
William Clayton,—A lord of the Treasury, 
created lord Sundon in Ireland in 1735. 


London. 

Sir John Eyles,—A commissioner of the for- 

feited estates, and sub-governor of the South 
Sea Company. 

Humphry Parsons, 
John Barnard, . 


MonMOUTHSHIRE. 
Sir Wm. Morgan,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
April 28, 1731. 
John Hanbury, 
L. Chas. Noel Somerset,— Brother of the duke 
of Beaufort, afterwards duke of Beaufort. 
. Monmouth. 


Edward Keineys, 


Norron.. 

Sir J. Hobart,—Created lord Hobart; a new 
writ ordered, May 28, 1728, and since 
created earl of Buckinghamshire. 

Sir Thomas Coke,—Created lord Lovel, a new 
writ ordered, May 28, 1728, and since 
created earl of Leicester. 


Micajah Perry. 


Sir Edmund Bacon, Harbord Harbord. 
Norwich. 

Waller Bacon, Robert Bniiffe. 
Lynn-Regis. 

Sir Charles Turner,—A teller of the Exche- 


. quer. 

Sir Robert Walpole,—One of the governors of 
the Charter-house. 

Great Yarmouth. 

William Townshend,— Aid-de-camp to his Ma- 
jesty, groom of the bed-chamber to the 
Prince of Wales, and usher of the Ex- 
chequer. 4 

Horatio Walpole,—Made cofferer of his Ma- 
jesty’s household; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 5, 1730, he was re-elected, 

Thetford, 

Sir Edmund Bacon, 

Robert Jacombe,—lInspector-general of Ac- 
compts of the vut-ports; died, a new wnt 
ordered, Jan. 16, 1733. 

Charles Fitzroy —Cornet of horse, apd master 
of the Tennis-court. 

Castle-rising. 

Algernon e. of Montrath. 

Charles Churchill. 


NorTHAMPTONSHIRE. ; 
Sir Justinian Isham,—Died ; a new writ of 
dered, May 15, 1730. ; 
Thomas Cartwright, Sir Justinian [sham. 
City of Peterborough. 
Jobn ear] Fitzwilliam,—Died, a new writ oF 
dered, Jan. 21, 1729. 
Sir Edward Obrien,—Not duly elected. 
Sir C. Gounter Nicol,—Died ; anew writ oF 
dered, Jan. 17, 1734. . 
Sidney Wortley,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
May 14, 1728, 


Armsted Parker, Joseph Banks. 

Town of Huntingdon. 
George Compton, | of Hali- 
Edward Montagu,—Brotber to the earl 0 te 


fax, and colonel of a regiment of foot, ™ 
governor, of the town of Kingston-upom” 


a 
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earl of Winchelsea and Nottingham; a new 
writ ordered, Jan. 28, 1730. 
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Holly and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 


18, 1733, he was re-elected. 
Brackley. John Noel,—Eldest son of the former Jobo ; 
Gir Paul Methuen, died, a new writ ordered, Feb. 15, 1728. 
William Burton, : 


William Egerton,—Colonel of a regiment of 


died, a new writ ordered, Jan. 16, Thomas Noel,—Second son of the former 


John. 


9 


1733. 
adic “Higham Ferrers ie | 
Resa: : John Walcot, William Laconchild. 
John Finch. Shrewsbury. : 
NorTHUMBERLAND. Richard Lister, Sir John Astley. 
Ralph Jenison, Sir Will. Middleton. Bridgnorth. 


Tewcastle upon Tyne. Sir John Charlton, John Weaver. 
Ludlow. 


Sir William Blacket,—Voted not duly elect- 
. Hen. Arth. Herbert,” Richard Herbert. 


Great Wenlock. 
Samuel Edwards, 
John Sambroke,—One of the gentlemen of his 
Majesty’s privy-chamber. j 
Bishop's Castle. | 
John Plumptre,—Treasurer and paymaster of 


ed. 
Nicholas Fenwick, William Carr. 
Morpeth. . 
Henry visc. Morpeth, Sir Tho. Robinson. 
Berwick upon Tweed. 
Joseph Sabine,—Lieutenant-general of his Ma- 


jesty’s forces, goveruor of Berwick, and of 
Holy Island, and colonel of the royal regi-| _ his Majesty's Ordnance. 
ment of Welch Fuzileers. Robert Moore. 
George Liddell. SomERSETSHIRE. | 
NotTiNGHaMSHIRE. Sir Wm. Wyndham, _—‘T..S. Horner. 
Scronp visc. Howe,—Made governor of Bar- . Bristol. 


Abraham Elton, oy 

John Scroope,—Joint secretary of the Trea- 
sury. 

: Bath. 

Robert Gay,—Treasurer to Christ's hospital, 
London. 

George Wade,—Made governor of the town of 
Berwick upon Tweed ; aud a new writ be- 
ing ordered, Jan. 22, 1738, he was re- 
elected. 


badoes ; a new writ ordered, May 15, 1732. 

Sir Robert Sutton,—Sub-governor of the royal 
African company, expelled on account of the 
Charitable Corporation ; a new writ order- 
ed, May 15, 1732. 

‘William ne Thomas Bennet. 

Nottingham. 

Borlace Warren, 

John Stanhope,—Secretary to the embassy at 
the Hague, and brother to the earl of Ches- 
terfield. 

East Retford. 

Thomas White,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 16, 1335. 

Sir Robert Clifton, John White. 

Newark upon Trent. 
James Pelham, Richard Sutton. 


Wells. | : 
Edward Prid. Gwyn,—Not duly elected. 
Thomas Edwards, jun. William Peirs. 

Taunton. 
George Speke, 


law, and standing counsel to the board of 
trade and plantations. 


Oxo. 
Sir William Stapleton, Henry Perrot. Bridgwater. 
University of Oxford. G. B. Doddington, _ 
George Clark, Henry visc. Cornbary. | Sir Halswell Tynte,—Died; anew writ ordered, 
Oxford. . Jan. 21, 1731. | 
Francis Knollys, Thomas Rowney. Thomas Palmer. ; 
Woodstock. Minehead. ° 


Francis Whitworth,— Made surveyor of his 
Majesty’s woods north and south of the 
Trent, and a new writ being ordered, April 

' 6, 1732, he was re-elected. 

Alexander Luttrell. 

hester. 

| Charles Lockyer,—Chief accomptant to the 

South-Sea Company. : 

Thomas Crispe. 

Milburn Port. : 

Thomas Medlycott,—Made a commissioner 
of the revenue in Ireland, and a new writ 
being ordered, Feb. 21, 1727, he was re-elect- 


W. margq. of Blandford,—Died ; 8 new writ 
ordered, Jan. 13, 1752. 
Samuel Trotman, John Spencer. 


nbury. 
Francis Nortb,—Succeeded his fatber as lord 
Guilford, a new writ ordered, Jan. 18, 1730. 
Toby Chauncy,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
April 2, 1735. 
William Koollys, called vise. Wallingford,— 
Son of the earl of Banbury, whose claim to 
that title was disallowed by the House of 
Peers. See the State Trials, for the pro- 
ceedings.on that claim. 


RuTLANDSHIRE. 


Danie) lord Fincb,—Sueceeded his father as 


ed. | 
Michael Flarvey. 


Francis Fane,—One of his Majesty’s counsel at _, 


ee ee ee ee ee) 
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SouTHAMPTON. 

Lord Harry Powlett,—Made a lord of the Ad- 
miralty, and a new writ being ordered, 
June 8, 1733, he was re-elected. 

Sir John Cope. 

Winchester. 

Lerd William Powlett,—Died;_ anew writ or- 
dered, Jan. 14, 1730. | 

George Bridges. 

Southampton. : 

Robert Eyre,—Made a commissioner of the 

Excise ; a new writ ordered, May 14, 1729. 


Norton Powlett, jun. 


Anthony Henley, Sir William Heathcote. 
7 Portsmouth, | 
Sir John Norris, Sir Charles Wager. 
Yarmouth. 


Maurice Morgan,—Colonel ‘in the third regi- 
ment of guards, made lieutenant-governor of 


the Isle of Wight; and anew writ being or-- 


dered, Jan. 25, 1731, he was re-elected, and 
died ; a ncw writ ordered, May 9, 1733, 
Paul Burrard, Maurice Bockland. 
Petersfield, 
Norton Powlett, 
Joseph Taylor,—Chief clerk of the hospital of 
Bridewell, London. 
Newport. 
William Fortescue,—Secretary to sir Robert 
Walpole, as chancellor of tbe Exchequer, 


and attorney-general to the Prince of Wales, 
made one of his Majesty’s counsel at law; 
and a new writ being ordered, May 14, 1730, - 


he was re-elected. 

George Huxley,— Made commissary-general of 
the musters ; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 14, 1729, he was re-elected, 

Stockbridge. 

Martin Bladen, 

Newtown. 

James Worsley, and Thomas Holmés,—Both 
not duly elected. 

Charles Arm. Powlett,—Second son of lord 
William Powlett. : 

Sir John Barrington. 


Christ-Church. 

Charles Wither,—Surveyor-general of all his 
Majesty’s woods; died, a new writ order- 
ed, Jan. 13, 1732. 

Joseph Hinxman,—His Majesty's woodward 
and keeper of underwood in New Forest. 
Philip Lloyd,—Before in this Parliament for 

Aylesbury. 
Lymington. 

Lord Nassau Powlett, 

Anthony Morgan,—Died; a new writ ordefed, 
May 7, 1729.. 

William Powlett. 

Whitechurch. 

Joha Selwyn,—Groom of thé bedchambér to 
his Majesty. 

Jobn Conduit. 

| Andoéer. . 

James Brudenel,—Made a commissioner of 
trade and plantations; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 15, 1730, he was re-elected 
and made one of the grooms of his Majesty’s 


John Chetwynd. 


bedchamber; and a new writ being ordered, 
June 13, 1733, he was re-elected. 

Charles Collyear,—Succeeded his father as 
earl of Portmore, his elder brother dying be- 
fore his father; a new writ ordered, Jan, 
18, 1730. 

Wuliam Guidott. 


STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Sir Walt. Wag. Bagot, Will. Levison Gower, 
Litchfield. : 
Walter Chetwynd,—Made governor of Barbs 
does ; a new writ ordered, May 1, 1731. 
Richard Plummer, Geo. Venab. Vernon, 
Stafford. 
J. Gas. Nightingale,—Son-in-law to ear) Fer 
rers, 
Walter visc. Chetwynd. 
Newcastle under Line. 
Bapt. Levison Gower. John Ward, 
Tamworth. 
William e. of Inchiquin, 
Thomas Willoughby,——Voted duly elected 
against Thomas Abney, esq. petitioner. 


SUFFOLK. — . 
Sir William Barker,—Died; a new writ or- 


dered, Jan. 18, 1732. ores 
Sir Robert Kemp. 


Sir Jermyn Davers, 
_ Ipswich, a 
Sir William Thompson,—Madé a baron of the 
Exchequer; a néw writ ordered, Jan. 16, 
1730. . cack 
Francis Negus,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 11, 1733. 
Philip Broke, 
| Dunwich. | 
Sir George Downing, 1 ere 
Thomas Wyndham,—Auditor of the south part 
of the duchy of Lancaster. 
Orford, oe aoe 
Dudley North,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Feb, 16, 1730. 
Price Devereux,—Made his election for the 
county of Montgomery. 
Robert Kemp, William Acton. 
Aldborough, f 
Will. Wyndham,——Lieotenant-governor ° 
Chelsea hospital; died, a new writ ordered, 
April 28, 1730. oe 
Samuel Lowe,—Died; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 13, 17382. 
George Purvis,—Captain in the navy. 
Sir John Williams, 
Sudbury. 
Carteret Leathes, 1 Jai 
John Knight,—Died ; a new writ ordéred, 
17, 1734. %. 2 
Richard Jackson,—South Sea director. 


Eye. ae ee 
Stephen Cornwallis, John Cornwallis. 
St, Edmundsbury. sae 
Thomas Norton,—Made lieutenant-f7v g 
of Chelsea hospital; and a new wile 
ordered, May 7, 1730, he was Lathe of 
John lord Harvey,— Made vice-chainber re 
his Majesty’s household, and anew be cal 
ordered, May 7, 1730, he was re-elec'™ 
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called up to the House of Peers; a new 
writ ordered, June 13, 1738. 
Thomas Hervey. 


Surry. 
Thomas Scawen, 
Arthur Onslow,—Speaker of this and the three 
succeeding Parliaments, made treasurer of 
the navy at the expiration of this Parlia- 
ment. 
Southwark. 
Edmund Halsey,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 13, 1730. 
Sir Joseph Eyles, 
Blechingly. . 
Sir Orlan. Bridgman,—A commissiener of trade 
and plantations, | | 
William Clayton, 
Ryegate. 
Sir Joseph Jekyll, 
. - Guilford. 
Arthur Onslow,—Made his election for the 
county. 
Henry Vincent, : 
Richard Onslow,—Colonel in the first regi- 
ment of foot guards, and adjutant-general. 


Gatton. 
William Newland, 
~~ Haslemere. 
James Oglethorpe 
Peter Burrel, 


Thomas Inwen. 


J ames Cocks, 


Paul Docminique. 


uth Sea director. 


Spssex. oe 
Sir Spencer Comptop,—Created lord Wilming- 
ton; a new writ ordered, Feb. 15, 1723. 
Henry Fa pa —NMade paymaster-general of 
the Ignd: forces ; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 11, 170, he was re-elected, 

James Butler. 

Chichester. 

Charles Lumley,—One of the grooms of the 
bedchamber to hisMajesty; died, a new 
writ ordered, Jan. 21, 1729. 

Lord William Beauclerk,—Died, a new writ 
ordered, March 6, 1732. 

Sir Tho. Prendergast, James Lumley. 


: Horsham. 
Charles Eversfeld, 
Midhurst. 
Alan visc. Middleton,—Died; a new writ 
_ ordered, Jan. 21, 1729. | 
Bulst. Peach. Knight, Sir Richard Mill. 
Lewes. 


Thomas Pelham, 
Thomas Pelbam,—Of Stanmere. 


_ _. . New-Shoreham. a 
Sir Nath. Gould,—A bank director; died, 
new writ ordered, Jan. 21,1729. ' * 
Francis Chamberlayne,—Died; -a new writ 

ordered, Jan. 21, 1729. 

John Gould, ~ Samuel Ongley. 

: Bramber. 
Sir Richard, Gough,—Died ; a new. writ or: 

dered, Feb. 23, 1728. 
Joseph Danvers, 
John Gumley,—Not duly elected. 
James Hoste, jun. | 


Henry Ingram. 


Steyning. 
Williqm visc. Vane, 
. East-Grinstead. | 
Henry visc. Palmerston,——Chief rememkrancer 
of the court of Exchequer in Ireland. 
Richard visc. Shannon. 
Arundel. 
Thomas visc. Gage,—Not duly elected. 
Sir Johu Shelley, John Lumley. 


W aRWICKESHIBE. ; 
William Peytoe,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 22, 1734. | 


Thomas Bladen. 


Edward Digby. Sir Charles Mordaunt. 
Coventry. ; 
Sir Adolph. Oughton, Jobn Neale. 
' Warwick. 
Sir Will. Keyte, William Bromley, jun. 
WESTMORELAND. 
Anthony Lowther, Daniel Wilson. . 


Appleby. 
John Ramsden, 
Sackville Tuftoa,—Succeeded as earl of Tha- 


net; a new writ ordered, Jan. 13, 1730. 
Walter Plumer. 


WILTSHIRE. | 
Sir James Long,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
March 27, 1729. 


John sg! a John Howe. 
ew Sarum. 
Anthony Duncomhe,. Thomas Louis. 
Wilton. 


Robert Herbert,—Commissioner of the re-. 


venue in Ireland. 
Thomas Martin. 
Downton. 
John Verney,—Made chief justice of Chester : 


and a new writ being ordered, Jan. 17, 1734, | 


he was re-elected. 
oe Eyre,—Serjeant at law, and recorder of 
ath, | | 


Hindon. 

George Heathcote, 

Townshend Andrews,—Deputy paymaster of 
the ne ; . 

tesbury. 

Edward Aihe; 

Horatio Townshend,—Gentleman of the privy- 
chamber, and bank director. ) 


Westbury. 

John Hosk. Gifford, 
Calne. 

William Wardour, William Dacket 
Devizes. 

Francis Eyles, 


Benj, Haskin Styles. 
Chippenham. 


Gabriel Roberts,—South Sea director. 
Rogers Holland. 
Malmesbury. . 
Giles Earle,—Made a commissioner of the re- 
venue in Ireland ; and a new writ being or 
dered, May 27, 1728, he wag re-elected. 


Francis Annesley, 


Will. Rawlinson Earle,—Made clerk of the de- | 
liveries in the Ordnance; and a new writ. 


being ordered, May 11, 1732, he was re- 
elected, 
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Cricklade. 

Christopher Tilson,—One of the clerks of the 
Treasury. 

Sir Thomas Read. 

Bedwin. 

George visc. Lewisham,—Not daly elected. 

Sir William Willys,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
April 21, 1732. 

William Sloper, 

Ludgershall. 

Charles Boone,—Late governor of Bombay. 

Borlace Richm. Webb. 

Old Sarum. 

Tho. earl of Londonderry,—Colonel of a regi- 
ment of foot, made governor of the Leeward 
‘Islands; a new writ ordered, May 14, 1728. 

Thomas Pitt,—Made his election for Oak- 
hampton. 

Thomas Harrison,—Colouel of a regiment of 
foot. | 

Matthew Chitty St. Quintin. | 

Wotton Basset. 


Francis Seymour. 


John St. John, John Crosse. 
Marlborough. — : 

Thomas Gibson, Edward Lisle. 
WORCESTERSHIRE. 

Sir H. P. Packington, Edmund Lechmere, 
Worcester. ; 

Sir Richard Lane, Samuel Sandys. 
Droitwich. 


Richard Foley,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
April 5, 1732. 

Thomas _Winnington,—Made a lord of the Ad- 
miralty ; and a new writ being ordered, May 
14, 1730, he was re-elected. 

Edward Foley. 

Evesham. 

John Rudge, 

Bewdley, 
William Crew Offley. 


YorxKSHIRE. 
Cholmond. Turner, 
Sir Thomas .Wentworth,—Created lord Mal- 
ton; a new writ ordered, May 28, 1728. 
Sir ata ee 


ork, 
Sit William Milner; |§ Edward Thompson. 
Kingston upon Hull. oe 

George Crowle,—Made a commissioner of the 
Victualling-otfice; and a new writ being 
ordered, Feb. 14, 1733, he was re-elected. 

Jos. visc. Micklethwait,—Died, a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 24, 1734. 

Henry Maister. 

Knaresborough. 

Sir Henry Slingsby, 

Richard Arundel,—Made surveyor-general and 
keeper of his Majesty's private roads and 
ways; anda new writ being ordered, May 
4, 1731, he was re-elected. 

Scarborough, . 

John Hungerford,—Died ; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 14, 1730. 

Sir Wm. Strickland, 

William Thompson,—A commissioner of the 
Victualling-office, 


Sir Jobu Rushout. 


a 


(G24 


Rippon. 
William Aislabie,—Son to John, sen. 
William Aislabie,—Nepbew to John, sen. 
Richmond. 

Charles Bathurst, aod Sir Mana. Wyvill,— 
Both not daly elected. 

Joho York, 

Sir Conyers D’Arcy,—Made comptroller of 
the Household, and privy coonsellor; and 
a new writ being ordered, May 11, 1730, 
he was re-elected. 

Heydon. * 
Henry Pulteney,—Colonel of a regiment of 
* foot. , 

William Pulteney,—Made cofferer of his Ma 
jesty’s Household; and a new writ being 
ordered, May 27, 1723, he was re-elected. 

Boroughbridge. 

James Tyrrel, 


George Gregory,—Store keeper of the Ord- 


Dance. 
Malton. 

War. Geo. Westby,—Made a commissioner of 
the Customs; a new writ ordered, May 4, 
1731. . 

Henry Finch,—Made receiver general and col- 
lector of the revenues in the island of Minor- 

‘ca; and a new writ being ordered, May 13, 
1739, he was re-elected. _ 
Sir Will. Wentworth. 
Thirsk. 

Sir Thomas Frankland,—Made a commissioner 
of trade and plantations; and a new writ 
being ordered, May 28, 1728, he was re- 

: elected, and ‘made a lord of the Admiralty ; 
and a new writ being ordered, May 14, 
1730, he was re-elected. 

Thomas Robinson,—Secretary to Horatio Wal- 
pole, esq. as ambassadur-extraordinary to 
the court of France, 

Aldborough. 

Charles Stanhope, 

William Jessop,— Made second justice of Ches- 
ter; and a new wnit being ordered, Feb. 
25, 1729, he was re-elected. 

Beverly. 
Ellerker Bradshaw,—Not duly elected. 
Charles Pelham, Sir Charles Hotham. 


Northallerton. 
Henry Peirse, 
Leonard Smelt,—Made clerk of his Majesty's 
Ordnance, and a new writ being ordered, 
' May 16, 1733, he was re-elected. 
Pontefract. — 

Sir Will. Lowther, | mo 
John Lowther,—Died, a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 14, 1730. . 

John Mordaunt. 


CINQUE PORTS. - 


Hastings. 
Thomas Towushend,—Made his election for 
the University of Cambridge. ~ 
Sir Will. Ashburnham, 
Tho. Pelham, jun.—Secretary to the British 
ambassadors at the Congress. 
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Dover. 
Henry Furnese, George Berkeley. 
Sandwich. 
Josiah Barchet, 
Sir fine Oxenden—Made one of the lords 


of the Treasury at the end of this Perlia- 


* By the. 
Hercules Beker, 
Sir Sam. Lenoard,—Died; a new writ or- 
dered, Feb. 16, 1728. 


William Glanville. 
New- Romney 
John Essington, and 1 David Papillon,—Both 
_bot duly elected. 
bert Furnese,—-Made his election for the 
county. 
Sir Robert Austen, David Papillon, 


€. 
John Norris, Made usher of the Custom- 
House in the port of London; a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 17, 1733. 
Phillips Gybbon, Matthew Norris, 
Winche 
Robert Bristow, 
Joha Scrope,—Made his election for Bristol. 
Sir Arthur Croft,— Made his election for 
Beeralston, March 5, 1728. 
Peter Walter. — 
Seaford. 
Sir W. Gage 
Sir Philip "Yorke,—Created lord Hardwicke, 
and made lord chief justice of England ; a 
new writ ordered, Jan. 17, 1734. ‘ane 
William Haye. 


WALES. 


joo 


Hogh W 


ae 
Wat. Will. Wynne,—Made his election for the 
county of Denbigh. 
vise. Bulkeley. 


Brecon. 
W. Gwyn Vaughan. 


Brecon Town. 
Thomas Morgan. 


Carpican. 
John visc. Lisburne. 
Cardigan Town. 
Francis Cornwallis,— Died, a pew writ ordered, 
Jan. 28, 1729. 
Thomas Powell, and Richard Lloyde,—Double 
return. 


; CaERMABRTHEN. 
Sir Nich. Williams. 
Caermarthen Town. 
Arthur Bevan. 
CarmaRvon. 
John Griffith. ’ 
Carnarvon 
eos w Wyaney— Cesk "of the green cloth to 


Vou . NLL, 


Dewnsicu. 
Wat. Will. Wynn. 
Denbigh Town. 
Robert Myddelton,—Died ; a@ new writ or- 
dered, April 12, 1733. 
John M yddelton, 


Furnt. 
Sir Roger Mostyn. 
Flint Town. 
George Wynne, and Salusbury Lloyd,—Double 
return, 


GLAMORGAN. 
Sir Charles Kemeys. 

Cardiffe Town. 
Bussy Mansell. 


MERIONETH. 
Richard Vaughan, 


MontTGoMERY. 
Price Devereux. 
Montgomery Town. 
Robert Williams, and William Cita bes 
ble return. 


PEMBROKE. 
John Campbell. 

Pembroke Town. 
William Owen. 

Haverford West. 
Erasmus Philipps, 


RavDnor. ° 
Sir Hum. Howarth. 

New Radnor Town, 
Thornas Lewis. 


SCOTLAND. 


Sa1Rz or 
Aberdeen. 

Sir Archibald Grant,—Expelled the House on 
account of the charitable corporation; a 
new writ ordered, May 22, 1732. 

Sir Arthur Forbes. 


Air 
Col. James Campbell, —Colonel of the regi- 
ment of Scots Greys, and groom of the bed- 
chamber to bis Majesty; only brother to 
the earl of Loudoun, 
Argyle. 
Sir James Campbell co of the 
Musters in North Britain. 


Ban 
William Duff, Created lord Braco in cores 
9 Geo. 2 
Berwick. 
George Baillie. 
Bute and Caithness. 
Patrick Dunbar. 
~ Clackmannan and Kinross, 
Colonel John Hope. 
Cromartie and Nairn, 
Sir Ken. Mackenzie,—Died, a new writ of 
dered, Jan. 22, 1729, 
Sir George Mackenzie. 
Dumfries. 
Charles Areskine. 
28 
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Dunbarton. 
J ohn Campbell,—Groom of the bedchamber 
to his Majesty. 
Edinburgh. 
Rabert Dundass. 
Elgin. 
Alexander Brodie. 


ufe. 
Sir John Anstruther. 
_ Forfar. 
James Scot, jun.—Died, a new writ ordered, 
March 23, 1733. 
Robert Scat. : 
. Haddington. 
John Cockburn. 
Inverness. 
James Grant. 
Kincardine. 
James Scott, sen. 
Kircudbright. 
Patrick Heron. 


Lanark. Be 

Lord Arch. Hamilton,—Made a lord of the 
Admiralty; and a new writ being ordered, 
May 13, 1729, he was re-elected. 

Linlithgow. 

Alexander Hamilton,—Secretary to the Prince 

of Wales fur Scotland. 
Orkney and Shetland. 

Colonel George Douglas,—Succeeded to the 
title of earl of Morton ; a new writ ordered, 
March 18, 1730. 

Captain Robert Douglas. 

Peedles. 


John Dougias,—Died 5 & new writ ordered, 
March 21, 1732. 
Sir James N asmyth. 
Perth. 
Joho Drummond. 
Renfrew. 
Sir John se, 


Lieut -gen. Charles Ross,—Died ; a new writ 
ordered, Jan. 23, 1733. 

John Monro. as 

Roxburgh. 

Will. Douglas, jun.—Made keeper of the gene- 
ral register of bornings in Scotland; and a 
new writ being ordered, May 27, 1728, he 
was re-elected, 

Selkirk. 

John Pringle, sen—Made one of the lords of 
Session in Scotland; a new writ ordered, 
Jan. 14, 1730. 

J. Rutherford, jun—-Made commissary of the 
Commissariot of Peebles; and a new writ 
being ordered, June 18, 1733, he was re- 
elected. 

Stirling. 

Hen. Conitiebnm—commisery ener of the 

Musters in Scotland, 
Sutherland. 

Will. lord Strathnaver,—Grandson and heir of 
the ear] of Sutherland, whom he succeeded : 
@ new writ ordered, Jan. 2 22, 1734. 

Wictoun. 


Col. William Palyne: - 


é 


_ Edinburgh City. 
Solis Campbell. 


Bonovcus or 
Kirkwall, §¢. 
Col. Robert Munro, jun. 
Fortrose, &c. 
Duncan Forbes, 
. Elgin, &c.. 
William Stee Made his election for the 
boroughs of Air, &c. a 
Peter Campbell. 
Aberdeen, §c. 
John Middleton. 
Forfar, $c. 
Johan Drummond. | 
Craill, §c. , 
Philip Anstrather,—Colonel of a regiment of 
foot at Gibraltar. 
Dysart, $c. 
James Sinclair. 


Inverkithen, §c. 

H. Cuningham, jun.—Made his election for 
the shire of Stirling. 

Thomas Erskine,—Made captain of foot in bis 
Majesty’s army; and a new writ being or 
dered, May 153, — he was re-elected. 

Glasgow, 

John Blackwood ae ot duly returned. 

Daniel Campbell, 

Selkirk, &e. 

John Murray. 

Haddington, &c. 

Sir James Dalrymple. 

Dumfries, Sc. 
Archibald ae aa sen. 
n, §€. 

Will. Dalryreslen Stade 
shire of Wigtoun,. 

Joha Dalrymple. 

Air, &c. 

William Stuart,-Made paymaster at abs 
annual bounties and pensions in England ; 
and a new writ being ordered, May 5, 1751) 
he was re-elected. —~ 


his election for the 


List oF THE SrxTEEN PEERS oF ScoTLaND. 


Duke of: Montrose 
Roxburgh 
Marquis of Tweedale 
Earl of Sutherland | 
Rothes, (died, in 1722.) I 
his stead 
Finlater and Seafield. 
Buchan 
Haddington 
Loudoun - 


Hopetoun 
Deloraine 
Isla. 


; 
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Arthur Onslow, esq. chosen Speaker.] The 
Commons being returned to their Heuse, 

The Marquis of Hartington moved, “ That 
Arthur Onslow, esq.* do take the Chair of 
this House.” Upon which 

Su William Strickland seized the present oc- 
casion of bearing his testimony of the merits of 
the worthy gentleman, then recommended, to 
such, who had nut sat with him in Parliament; 
forto such only could it be necessary to say 
any thing, upon this occasion, That this va- 


* “ January 24. The King came yesterday 
to the House, and ordered us to choose a 
Speaker, and present him on Saturday; Mr. 
Onslow was chosen by the most general con- 
currence that was ever known, moved Ly lord 
._ Hartington and seconded by sir William Stricke 
land. We had 427 members in the House; 
most of them sincere aod hearty friends and in 
perfect good humour, and thingsI am per- 
suaded will go gluriously to the satisfaction of 
his Majesty and his friends abroad; I went 
through the park by chance, when his Majesty 
passed that way to the House, and the quan- 
utes of people were numberless ; and the ac- 
clamations of joy the greatest that wee ever 

nown; I must own | never saw such a sight. 
I am with the greatest affection and respect, 
&c.” Horace Walpole to the Earl of Walde- 
grave: Coxe’s Walpole. - 


“Mr. Arthur Onslow was chosen Speaker, 
with an unanimity which could only be in- 
epired by that opinion of his virtue and abi- 
lities, which his conduct has since so fully jus- 
tified ia a longer series of public aud irrepre- 
hensible service in that station, than any man 
ever discharged.” Tindal. 


Mr. Hatsell, iv his valuable book of Prece- 
dents (vol. 3p. vi.), pays the fullowing tribute 
of gratitude and respect to the memory of 

t. Onslow ; 


“It will be impossible to peruse a of 
the aoe Sore without abserine the great 
advantage t at it derives from the Notes and 
Observations of Mr. Onslow, the late Speaker 
of the House of Commons, which have been 
very obligingly communicated upon this occa- 
sir by his son, the present lord Onslow. 
th; It would be impertinent in’ the Editor of 

's Collection to suppose, that any tbing, which 
rac ay? will add to the reputation of a cha- 
oe truly eminent as that of Mr. Onslow ; 
the i eet 785 under the patronage, and from 
= 1astructions of that excellent man, that he 
wal ha first rudiments of bis Parliamentary 
on Bes and, when Mr. Onslow retired 

a public station, as it was permitted to 
icc of this work, to visit him io that 

‘aie and to hear those observations on 
which aod Constitution of this government, 
» particularly in the company of young 

pe ma kd =e fond of communi 
du € perhaps he allowed to in- 
ge himself for & moment, in recollecting 


cancy had been twice supplied from his family,” 
with great honour, and, when the duty of the . 
Chair came to be considered, he doubted not 
but all the qualifications, necessary for an exact 
performance of it, would be found in him: A 
thorough knowledge of the orders and methods 
of Parliament; a clearness, and readiness, in 
delivering opinions in matters of the greatest in- 
tricacy; and, above all, an unshaken zeal in 
the service of the kingdom, and an impartiality 
in judging on all occasions: And who had sat 
with bim in the last Parliaments, without ob- 


those virtues which distinguished that respecta- 
ble character, and in endeavouring to point 
them out as patterns of imitation to all who 
wisb to tread in his steps. Superadded to his- 
great and accurate knowledge of the histcry of 
this country, and of the minuter forms and pro= 
ceedings of Parliament, the distinguishing feae 
ture of Mr. Onslow’s public character was, o 
regard and veneration for the British constitue 
tion, as it was declared and establsihed at the 
Revolution. This was the favourite topic of 
bis discourse: and it appeared, from the uni- 
form tenor of his conduct through life, that to 
maintain this pure and inviolate, was the ob= 
ject at which he always aimed. In private 
life, though he held the office of Speaker of the 
House of Commons for above three and thirty 
years, and during part of tbat time enjoyed 
the lucrative employment of Treasurer of the 
Navy, it is an anecdote perfectly well-known, 
that, on his quitting the chair in 1761, his . 
income from his private fortune, which bad 
always been inconsiderable, was rather less 
than it had been in 1727, when he was frst 
elected into it. 

‘“‘ These two circumstances in Mr. Onslow’s 
character, are of themselves sufiicient to render 
the memory of that character revered and re- 
spected by all the world; but the recollection 
of them is peculiarly pleasant to the editor of 
this work ; who, amongst the many fortunate 
events that have attended him through life, 
thinks this one of the most eonsiderable, that, 
io a very early period of it, he was introduced 
and placed under the immediate patronage of 
so respectable a man; from whose instruce 
tions, and by whose example, he was confirmed 
io a sincere love and reverence for those pria- 
ne of the constitution, which form the basi 
of this free government; the strict observance 
of, and adherence to which principles, as well 
on the part of the crown as of the people, can 
alove maintain this country in the enjoyment 
of those invaluable blessings, which bave dee 
servedly drawn this eulogium from the best- 
informed writers of every nation in Europe, 
‘That as this is the only constitution han 
* from the earliest history of mankind, bas ha 
¢ for its direct object “ Political Freedom ;” so 
‘ there is none other in which the laws are sq 
€ well calculated to secure and defend the life, 
‘the property, and the personal liberty of — 
© every individual.’ ” - 

* See vol. 4, p, 704, aud vol, 6, p. 744 


e 


~~ 
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serving, how exactly he had appeared to be 
versed in the orders and methods of proceed- 
ing, with what zeal for the liberties of his 
country, with what strength and perspicuity, 
he had debated, and how impartially be had 
acted in all che important affairs then in agita- 
tion? That these were the qualifications, which 
so eminently pointed him out a most worthy suc- 
cessor to the nobie person, who last, and for so 
many years, filled te Chair with so great dig- 
nity: and that, thus qualified, he hoped, from 
the duty the worthy person owed his country, 
and from the zeal he bad always shewn for the 
service of it, that he would not decline any 
service the House might require from bim, how 
difficult and painful soever it might appear ; 
and that he should be excused for the share he 
had taken in this matter, since, be assured him, 
it proceeded from a full conviction of the 
truth of what he said,. and, of consequence, 
from the duty be owed to the House, and his 
country: That he furbore adding more to what 
he had said; not doubting other gentlemen’s 
impatience to be as great as his to call to the 
Chair the worthy person named; and there- 
fore concluded, by seconding the motion that 
Arthur Onslow, esq. du take the Chair of this 
House, as Speaker. 

And the House calling upon Mr. Onslow to 
the Chair; he stood up in his place, and said, 

“ Mr. Stables, 

“Tam very sensible how great an honour I 
receive, in the noble lord and the worthy gen- 
tleman thinking me in any degree qualified for 
that high station, the filling of which is now the 
subject of our consideration, Their motion to 
the House, Sir, will be the glory of my life; 
but, to make it so, it must stop here, lest my 
having the execution of this office should lose 
me that credit which their recommendation 
will otherwise give me; an office, Sir, that all, 
who have been chosen to, have not succeeded 
m: the greatest men have tried their abilities 
there, ‘and some, who have been esteemed such 
before, it is said, have found this eminence too 
high for them: nay, Sir, even speeches of dis- 
ability, having become a custom and a fashion 
on these occasions, and should they be thought 
only such, shew the sense of mankind in all 
times as to the hazard of this undertaking. But 
that, which most increases my dread, 15, ‘the, 
difficulty, the example of the great person who 
ahaa last among us, has left upon the be- 

aviour of his successor... What then, Sir, must 
the terrors of tiny mind be, ander the appre- 
hension of being raised to this dangerous 
height, when surely no one, who ever came 
there, but gave fairer hopes of well performing 
his ‘duty, than it is possible fur me to do? Who, 
Sir, (of late ages at least) has been called to 
this promotion at the end of so short a service 
in the House, as mine has been? and who has 
had it to say in any age, that his knowledge of 
the business of Parliament was not greater than 
what I have acquired? I should also urge ny 
want of years, would not that be an argument 
Against some gentlemen here, whose great qua- 


lifications might long ago have recommended 
them to this charge, and whom, among others, 
I wish my honourable friends had rather 
thought of, than the person they have now 
pamed. Many, Sir, and great, are my other 
inabilities for the discharge of this important — 
trust; needless for me to mention, where there 
are so many witnesses of them, and who, I am | 
satisfied, Sir, will join with me in beseeching 
the noble lord and the honourable gentleman 
to recede from the motion they have made, 
and by that to make way fot another, which 
will be more for the credit and benefit of the 
House,” | 

But the House again calling upon Mr. Onslow 
to the chair; he was taken out of his place by 
the lord marquis of Hartington and sir William 
Strickland, who led him from the bar of the 
House up to the chair; where (upon the first - 
step to the chair) he said, 

““T hope, before I go any further, gentlemen 
will re-consider what they have done, and sutter 
me to return to my place, in order to the making 
choice of another person more fit for this.” 

But the Members cried, “ No, no.” 

Whereupon Mr. Onslow ascended the upper 
step: and standing there, said, 

“ Sinoe Gentlemen will not receive the rea- 
sone I have offered, for my not being broughe 
hither, I am to return (which I do)my humblest 
thanks to the House for the great honour, 
which has this day been done me; but I hope, 
I shall have the leave of gentlemen to submit 
my inabilities to his Majesty, and to implore 
his gracious permission for the House to make 
another, which I am sure must be a better, 
choice.” 

The House cried, * No, no.” 7 

And thereupon he sat down in thechair; and 
then then the Mace (which before lay ander the 
table) was laid upon the table. 


The Speaker's Speech on being presented and 
approved of.) January 27. The King, being 
seated on his royal throne, adorned with his 
crown and regal ornaments, and attended with 
his officers of state; the Lords being also in 
their robes commanded the gentleman usher 
of the black rod to let the Commons know, ‘* It: 
is his Majesty’s pleasure, they attend him im- 
mediately, in this House.” Who being come; 

Mr. Onslow said, 


« Nay it please your most excellent Majesty, 

“The Commons of Great Britain, m Parlia- 
ment assembled, having received your Majesty’s 
commands to make Choice of one of their mem- 
bers to be presented to your Majesty for their 
Speaker, have, in pursuance thereof, and ac- 
cording to their ancient right, proceeded to an 
election; and their choice, Sir, is fallen on 
me, for that important trust; bat how proper 
a choice, is now with your Majesty to judge; 
and happy, Sir, is it for your Commons, that 
your Majesty’s disapprobation will give them 
an opportunity to re-consider what they have 
done, and to make another election, more 


worthy of them, and of your Majesty’s-appreval: 


4 
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and that your Majesty will be graciously pleased 
to shew this indulgence to your faithful Com- 
mons, am I, Sir, an humble suitor to you, for 
theirsakes and my own, that their debates, the 
order, the decorum, and the dignity of their 
assembly, and thereby the great affairs of the 

« kingdom, may not sdffer through my inabilities;. 
nor I sink under the weight of so unequal a 
burthen, but to be left to perform my duty to 
your Majesty and the public, in a way more 
suited tomy capacity. But what, Sir, above 
all renders me most! r for this high sta- 
‘tion, and creates the greatest dread on my 
mind, is my unfitness to approach your sacred 
person, and to represent your Commonsas they 
ought ever to appear before the Majesty of their 
Sovereign. 

“Tt is, Sir, for these reasons, that I once 
more crave leave to implore Pied Majesty’s 
goodness, to command your Commons to do 
what they can very easily perform; to make 
choice of another person, more proper for 

to present to your Majesty on this great 
éccasion,” 


The Lord Chancellor, receiving directions 
from bis Majesty, said, 
-“ Mr, Onslow, 
“Tem commanded by his Majesty to ac- 
quaint you, that he well approves of the decent 
_ and modest manner of excusing yourself: but 
doth not admit the excuse; for, being perfectly 
satished with the choice the House of Commons 
have made, his Majesty does allow and cenfirm 
you to be their Speaker.” 


Then Mr, Speaker said, | 


“Your Majesty having been pleased to ap- 
Prove the Choice your Commons have made, 
4 &Cominand apon me, and makes it my duty 
to submit. I do, therefore, Sir, with all thank- 
fulness, acknowledge your Majesty’s grace, in 
‘tonferring this undeserved honour upon me; 
and do here beg leave to assure your Majesty 
of my best endeavours to discharge, if I cannot 
mith ability, yet with impartiality and upright- 
ness of heart, this great trust, which the Com- 
mons have committed to me, and which has 
ry received your royal confirmation. And 

a encouragement herein, permit me, 
Ereat Sir, to beseech your Majesty's pardon on 
nes and infirmities; at least, that your 

jeety will not impute them in any wise to 
aap ee oc Commons. And, that they may 
Mai better enabled to do their duty to your 
= § pie and their country, I do,in their name, 

Bea their behalf, by hamble petition to your 

Jesty, lay claim to all their encient Rights 
rivileges: particularly, ‘ That their per- 
» their servants, and their estates, may be 

arrests and all molestations: That 
enjoy freedom of speech, for the 
© of it ih of their ennigiiea and have 
‘ cess to your royal person, when 
¢ oceedinn requis it. And Gat all their 
$ may receive from yo aj 
the most favourable construction, be 


© sons 
© fr 


: they ma 
: better mon 


The Lord Chancellor, by his Majesty’s fare 


ther commands, said, 


.% Mr. Speaker, | 
“‘ His Majesty is graeiously pleased to granp 
to the House of Commons all the privileges you 
have asked ia their name, in the most ful, 
ample, and beneficial manner, they have been 
at any time granted or allowed by any of his 
royal predecessors ; and as to sourself, his Ma-+ 


jesty is 80 entirely satisfied of your dutiful affec- 


tion to his service, that he will, on all occasions, 
make the best and mast favourable censtrac- 
tion of all your words and action, in the exe» 
cution and performance of this great trust, as 
Speaker of the House of Common,” , 


The King’s Speech on Opening th Session.} 
— his Majesty was pleased to speak as fol- 
ws; \ : 


<¢ My Lords, and Gentlemen ; 

' “Te is a great satisfaction to me, that, at the 
meeting the first parliament summoned ind 
convened by my authority, Iam able to gve 
you hopes of seeing the public peace and tra. 
quillity very soon restored. I very much wis. 
ed that the first perjod of my reign might hay 
been distinguished by putting an immediat 


end to the troubles and disorders of Europe, 


by a reduction of some part of my forces, a di 
mipution of taxes, and all the happy conse- 
quences of an honourable and_ established 
peace, to which my endeavours have in no 
manner Leen wanting, as far as was consistent 
with maintaining the possessions, rights, and 
privileges, of my kingdom; and, I promise 
myself, not without great probability of suc- 
cess. 

“Tam very sensible of the disagreeable and 
uneasy situation in. which our affairs have — 
heen for some time ; and have been extremely 
concerned to see many of the inconveniencies 
of a war attending us, without any opportunity 
of resenting the injuries we sustained, or gain- 
ing of those advantages in return, which the 
vigorous prosecution of so just a cause, and the 
success of our arms, might probably have se- 
cured to us. 

«« But you are sufficiently apprized that Pree 
liminary. Articles for a general pacification 
were some time ago signed and accepted b 
the contracting parties on both sides; and al 
though the ratifications of them had been ex- 
changed by me and my allies with his Imperial 
Majesty, the good effects expected from them 
were retarded by the refusal on the part of 
Spain to execute some of the most material 
points contained in them, and by endeavé@rs to 
alter and explain some articles in such a mane 
ner as immediately affected the possessions 
and the just rights of my kingdom. I therefore 
jointly with my allies, declined exchanging thi 
ratifications of the preliminaries with the cous 
of Spain ; and rejected all such propositior 
as were detrimental and injurious to my 
_gour, and the jnterest of my people. 

“ By these means, the negotiations were O- 
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avoidably carried into a tedious length ; which 
I endured with the greater patieoce, from an 
earnest desire tn procure to my subjects a safe 
and honourable peace, and to see tranquil- 
lity of Europe preserved and settled upon a 
solid and lasting foundation: during which 
time, I received from the most Christian King 
and the States General the proofs of 
gheir sincerity, md a renewal of the stron 
scuranoces imaginable, that they would 
tually make good all their engagements in sup- 
port of the. commen cause, and of our mutual 
' gaterests ; and I am very glad that I can ac- 
quaint you, that our joint endeavours have had 
so good an edect, that by the last advices from 
abroad, I Inve great renson to hope that the 
difficulties, which have hitherto retarded the 
executionof the preliminaries and the opening 
_ ef the Cangress, will soon be entirely removed. 
‘6: Hovever, it will in the mean time be abso- 
lately recessary to continue, as our allies have 
alread: resolved to do, the preparations which 
have Hitherto been our security, and prevented 
aropen rupture in Europe, that we may not 
a: once lose ull the advantages which our for- 
ser ra sae and vigour have so nearly pro- 
ured, y not being in a condition, if that ne- 
sessity should unexpectedly be brought upon 
us, to vindicate our honour, and assert our 
rights : and you may depend upon it, that my 
first care shall be, to reduce, from time to 
time, the expence of the public, as often and 
as soon as the interest and safety of my people 
will permit it. 

“The Preliminary Articles, and such other 
Treaties and Conventions as have not yet been 
communicated to Parliament, and which may 
without manifest prejudice be exposed to public 
view, shall be laid before you. : 

‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

‘“‘T have given orders to the proper officers, 
to prepare and lay before you Estimates of 
the Expences for the service of the current 
year ; and you may be assured, that the Sup- 
plies, which I find myself obliged to demand 
of you, shall as certainly, as they do exceed my 
wishes and inclinations, be employed solely 
for the interest and security of the nation ; and 
I make no doubt, but that if any method can 
be found out for raising the necessary supplies, 
less grievous to my people than another, that 
will have the preference in all your delibera- 
tions. 

«© J think myself obliged to recommend to 

-ou @ consideration of the greatest importance, 
and I should look upon it as a great happiness, 
if, at the beginning of miy reign, I could see 
the foundation laid of so great and necessary @ 
work as the Increase and Encouragement of 
our Seamen in general, that they may be in- 
yited, rather than compelled by force and vio- 
lence, to enter into the service of their country, 
as often as occasion shall require it ; a consi- 
eration worthy of the representatives of a 
eople great and flourishing in trade and navi- 
plion, . 

“ This leads me to mention to you the case 


of Greenwich Hospital, that care may be taken, 
by some addition to that Fund, to render com- 
fortable and effectual that charitable provision 
for the support aud maintenance of our Sea- 
ten, worn out and become decrepit by age and 
infirmities in the service of their country. 
“ My Lords, and Ger. lemen; 

¢ As I have great hopes that a general paci- 
fication will be now obtained, by a speedy exe- 
cation of the Preliminaries; I am satisfied 
that nothing will more effectually contribute to, 
and secure, this desirable end, than such an 
unanimity, zeal, and dispatch of the public bu- 
siness in this parliament, as may convince the 
world, that none among you are capable, out 
of any views or considerations whatsoever, to 
wish the distress of their country, or to give an 
occasion, from the prospect of difficulties that 
may arise, and be foinented here at home, to 
interrupt or disappoint our present promising 
expectations: this itis in your power to defeat ; 
and this I depend upon, from your known zeal 
and affection to my person and government, 
and your hearty concern for the interest and 
welfare of my people.” ® , 

Which being ended; his Majesty was 
pleased to retire ; and the Commons withdrew. 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.] The Lords 
unanimously voted an Address of Thanks, 
which, on the 29th, was presented as follows : 


“¢ Most Gracious Sovereign, 
“ We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
arliament ssacmled: beg leave to return your 
ajesty the humble Thanks of this House, for 
rour most gracious Speech from the throne, 
aad to congratulate your Majesty upon the great 
hopes you have been pleased to communicate 
to us, of seeing the public peace and tranquil- 
lity very soon restored. : 

“© These, we must humbly acknowledge, are 
the happy consequences of that spirit and re- 
solution, with which your Majesty has asse 
your rights as Sovereign of this kingdom, tem: 
pered with a noble self-denial of all the success 
and glory that might attend your Majesty's 
arms, in the prosecution of a just and necessary 
war, when put in balance with the ease, quiet, 
and prosperity of your subjects. Ic is a dis 

sition of mind truly great in your Majesty, ® 

rince so early initiated in the art of war, and 
formed by nature for the greatest military 
achievements, to choose rather to procure peace 
for your subjects, than to lead them to victo- 
ries and to adorn your reign with the sincere 
and grateful acclamations of a happy people, 
rather than the splendour of triumphs. 

“ Your Majesty’s tender and indulgent care 
for the welfare of your kingdoms, has induced 
you to express so kind and affectionate a con- 

RRL EEE A REGIE TIT RE EES 


* “This Speech, which was, in general, 
looked upon as what the public called an ho- 
nest one, and was acknowledged to be very 
little dashed with ministerial brewage, had @ 
very good effect.” Tindal. 
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' eern for the late disagreeable situation of : af- 
fairs, though occasioned -by mere necessity 
which no human prudence could have pre- 
vented: But whatever inconveniences have 
happened, they fall light upon us, when we ob- 
serve, that your Majesty, as 2 true father of 

our country, feels every uneasioess your sub- 
jects suffer: and as Four Majesty bas justly 
rejected all propositions, that were detrimental 
or injurious to your honvur, and the interest 
of your people, we cannot doabt bat your Ma- 
jesty’s endeavours, in cunjunction with your ale 


ies, to put an end to the troubles and disor- 
ders of Europe, w'll soon bave the desired suc- 
cess 


“‘ The nature of such nevociations could not 
but carcy them into that length your Majesty 
is graciously pleased to regret, ar the patience 
your Al.yjesty has had, solely froin an earnest 
desire to pee to your subjects a safe and 
hon uurable peace, mist in duty and gratitude 
animate the whole nation with the most steady 
zeal, to exert itself in vindicating your Muajes- 
ty’s honour, and defending the mehts of your 
crown. If contrary to expectativa, the day 
* should come, when the safety of your people 
shall require stronger remedies than negocia- 
tions; we shall most cheerfuliy in that case, 
under God, depend upon your Majesty’s valour 
and conduct. 

“ We therefore humbly concur in opinion 
with your Majesty, of the absolute necessity of 
supporting your Allies, and promoting the mu- 
‘cal fidelity, which we, with the greatest satis- 

faction, observe between your Majesty and 
them, by continuing the preparations that have 
brought us to so near a prospect of peace; that 
your Majesty, however unwilling, may not be 
unable to defend by foree those nights, which 
we are persuaded will be maintained by amica- 
ble measures. | 

‘© The gracious assurances from your Majesty 
of your desire to reduce the Public Expence, 

. and, the full conviction we have, that it will be 
managed with the utmest care and frugality, 
lay the greatest obligations upon us to do all 
in our power, to support the prudent and ne- 
cessary measures your Majesty so steadily per- 
severes in, for establishing a solid and lasting 
peace. 

“ Your Majesty’s condescension in acquaint- 
ing your parliament, that the Preliminary Arti- 
cles, and such other treaties and conventions, 
which, without manifest prejudice, may be ex- 
posed to public view, shall be laid before us, 
ig anticipating all we could reasonably ask of 
your Majesty in the present conjuncture. 

“We have afreshinstance of your Majesty’s 
early application to prosecute the real interest 
and uliar advantage of this kingdom, by 
your being graciously pleased to recommend to 
Us so Important a work, as that of the increase 
and encouragement of ourseamen. The weight 
which the naval force of Great Britain has so 
lately and visibly had, in asserting the honour 
of your Majesty’s crown, and the rights and 
Possessions of Our country, is too lively upon 


: e 
our minds, for us not to enter with the greatest 
willingness on a deliberation so useful and ne- 
cessary, that they may be invited into the sere 
vice, by means more suitable to the known ha- 
manity and tenderness of the Prince they are 
to serve, and to those liberties they are to ene 
joy as well asdefend, than the fnetbods hitherto 
used of compolsion. | 

“« We cannot give better pee of our daty 
to your Majesty, and love of our country, than 
by our unanimity, zeal, and dispatch of the 
public business; and we hope this parliament 
will convince the world, that none of your sub- 
jects are so weary of their own happiness, as 
out of envy or malice &® wish a public distress, 
or to foment difficulties.at home, in order to 
interropt our present promising expectations:: 
We should look on such as incendiuries, un~ 
worthy of the name of Britons; they would be 
detested at home, and despised abroad, even 
by those whose cause they would serve. The 
jast indignation such an urfnatural temper 
would reise in the hearts of all vour faithful 
subjects, would necessarily incite then to the 
greater zeal fur your Moajesty’s service, and. 
support of your government, upon which our 
happy prospect of peace and prosperity does 
depend: and as we are deeply sensible of the 
happiness we enjoy under the best of govern- 
ments, administered by the best of kings, we 
will shew that we know how to set a just valne 
en those blessings, by admitting no other con-~ 
tention amongst us, but who shall be most ace 
tive and zealous in preserving them, and in pro- 
moting the public felicity, by rendering your 
sy ee reign as easy and glorious to your- 
self, as itis happy and advantageous to ycur 
people,” 


The King’s Answer.} His Majesty’s Answer 


was as fuilows: 


“ My Lords; St 

“ T thank you for this very dutiful and affec- 
tionate Address, which cannot fail of having a 
good effect both at home and abroad. The - 
welfare and happiness of my people shall al- 
ways take place with me of all other consider- 
ations; and yuu may be assured that the con- 
fidence you put in me, shall not be made use of 
to any other purposes, but for the safety, inte- 
rest, and honour of the nation.” 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.] Jan. $1. 
The Speaker reported his Majesty’s Speech to 
both Houses; upon which the lord Hervey, 
member for Bury, moved an Address of Thanks 
to his Majesty, which being seconded, a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up an Address to 
his Majesty upon the said Resolution: which 
was agreed to;® and the said Address pre- 


eee ee ee ee eee 

* “ February 2. In the House of Commons 
Mr. Shippep would have made an amendment 
after the words, ‘ the disagreeable and uncer- 
‘ tain situation of affairs,’ by adding these fol- 
lowing, ‘at his Majesty’s acccssiun to the 
‘ throne,’ which were intended as @ reflection 
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sented on the @nd of February as fol- 

WS : | 

_ & Most Gracious Sovereign, 

— & We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament assembled, beg leave to return our 
bumblest Thanks for your Majesty’s most gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne; and to ac- 
kaowledge, in the most dutiful and grateful 
manner, the tender and affectionate concern 
your Majesty has been pleased to express, for 
the many inconveniences that have arisen from 
the late disagreeable and unsettled state of the 
-affairs of Europe. | ! 

“ We are sensible of she unwearied and un- 
interrupted care with which your Majesty, ever 
since we have enjoyed the blessings of your 
reign, has laboured to put an end to the dis- 


putes, and restore the tranquillity of Europe ; f 


of the desire you have had to free your people 
from all the burthens occasioned by impending 
war, and to progure to them all the happy con- 
eequences of a safe, honourable, and established. 
peace; and we think it as impossible that any 
difficulties should arise, to prevent us feeling 
the good effects to be expected. from your pru- 
pence, as it is for any event to make us forget 
the marks we have already received of your af 
fection. 

“‘ The firmness your Majesty bas shewn in 


absolutely refasing to admit of any explana-. 


tions of preliminaries, derogatory to the ho- 
nour, or prejudicial to the interest of this na. 


on his late Majesty and his ministers; and 
thence he took occasion to launch out into 
many invectives, and among other things, taxed 
our squadrons with being useless and insignifi- 
cant, for that we might have rifled the galleons 
at Carthagena, and plundered Portobello; and 
have had those riches in our hands to dispute 
' with the Spaniards, &c. Sir W. Wyndham 
seconded him; and added that by our languid 
and lifeless way of proceeding, we did no more 
than remove the negociations from Paris and 
Madrid to Cambray, and that he could not see 
by this slow method, that we were any thing 
near getting out of our difficulties. But these 
declainations were received so ill by the House, 
and raised so much indignation, that the oppo- 
site party had nat the courage to offer at any 
division, so that your lordship may be assured 
that the opening of this Parliament has been 
Most auspicious for the King and his affairs, 
- and there is no question but it will continue so: 
only your lordship will observe, and my lord 
thinks you may well take notice of it to the 
Cardinal, that instead of the vivacities some 
take us to have, how the King’s ministers are 
accused of languidness and want of spirit. And 
as sir William Wyndham is an intimate friend 
of lord Bolingbroke’s, my lord believes that 
they pass with him too as not having vivacity 
enough. I hope this will encourage your lord- 
ship and all our friends.”"—-George Tilson 
oe Secretary of State) to the Earl of Wal- 

rave, Coxes Walpole. 


tion, we feel more sensibly: as we think it is 
equally for your Majesty’s glory and our happi- | 
ness to have it appear to the whole world, that 
the care of your people is a consideration so 
much superior to every other, in fixing your 
Majesty’s resolutions, that not even one s0 ime 
portant as the peace of all Europe could induce 
you to submit tothe denjands of others, or re- 
cede from your own in any poivt, where our 
possessions wereinvaded, our interest struck at, 
or our privileges disputed. 

. “ And since this stand, which your Majesty, 
In justice to yourself and regard to your people, 
thought fit to make, has not broke off ‘the ac- 


‘commodation, but only retarded it for our ade 


vantage; we beg leave to congratulate your 
Majesty upon the near prospect of that success 
in your negotiations, which cannot more effec- 
tually fulfil our wishes, as the earnest of our 
prosperity, than x answera our expectations in 
demonstrating your wisdom. \ 

. © But in case your ee expectations of 
seeing the public peace and tranguillity soon 
restored, should still be disappointed; that your 
people may. nu longer continue in that uncer- 
tainty, in which the policy of others may en 
deavour to keep us; and that we may be in a 
condition to do ourselves justice, should that 
necessity unexpectedly be brought upon us, we 
are determined; out of regard to our own inte- 
rest, as well as that we shall ever pay to your 
Majesty’s honour, most effectually to enable 
you to do yourself right, and to assert and to 
maintain all the possessions, advantages, and 
privileges of your peaple. 

“© Whatever Supplies therefore may be 
wanted fof the service of the current year, your 
Commons will, with the utmost chearfulness 
and unanimity, grant; being assured no Aid 
will ever be demanded by your Majesty of your 
subjects, but what you judge absolutely neces- 
sary for their own interest and security. And 
as we are determined, in whatever Supplies we 
raise, to have regard to such methods as shall 
be least grievdus to your people; so we have 
the greatest satisfaction in thinking we may en- 
tirely depend on your Majesty’s justice and 
wisdom, that whatever we do grant, will be 
constantly applied in the manner that will be 
most beneficial to them. Neither had we the 
least doubt, before we received your Majesty's 
must gracious promise, but that your Majesty, 
from your paternal goodness to your people, 
would, from time to time, take every opportu- 
nity to make all such reductions of the public 
expences, as should be for our present ease, 
without endangering our future safety. 

‘‘ The assurances your Majesty has given us 
of the sincerity and steadiness, with which you 
are satished all your allies are determioed, 10 
all events to adhere to their engagements, and 
espouse the common cause, gave us the greatest 
satisfaction; and let the future dangers and 
difficulties that may yet arise, impossible to be 
foreseen, be ever so formidable or ever so nu- 
merous, we do not imagine there can be any 
which your Majesty's prudence, caution, abi- 
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lites and experience, joined to the assistance 
of your parliament, the firmness of your allies, 
aad the bravery of your people, will not easily 
dispel. ° 

“ It is an indispensible duty of those, who 
have a just sense of the great importance of 
the Trade and Navigation of this kingdom, to 
provide proper encouragewents for our Sea- 
Men; and common justice requires that we 
should take a compassionate care of those, 
who by misfortunes in their brave and faithful 
services to their country, are become equally 
incapable of continuing those services, or pro- 
viding for themselves : we beg leave therefore 
to assure your Majesty, that we will take this 
matter into our consideration, and on this, as 
well as every other occasion, pay thedeference 
and regard due to your Majesty’s most gracious 
recommendation. 

“If there are any so ill informed of the 
steady affection of your Commons, as vainly to 
place their hopes on any disputes or differences 
that might arise amongst us, we are determined, 
by ahearty, zealous and general concurrence 
in all our deliberations, for your Majesty’s in- 
terest and the public welfare, effectually to dis- 
appoint such ill grounded expectations; and 
we are satisfied we cannot give better evidence 
of our love to our country, than by constant 
demonstrations of our duty to the best of 
kings: And as your Majesty’s endeavours 
have been, and, we are persuaded, ever will be, 
to preserve us 8 free, and establish us a happy 

ople, so we should think ourselves undeserv- 
jag all the benefits and blessings of your reign, 
were it possible we could ever be wanting in 
the least point, on our part, to make it as great, 
happy and glorious, as that of any of your 
toyal predecessors.” : 


The King’s Answer.] To this his Majesty, 
returned the following Answer ; 


“ Gentlemen ; | . 

* I give you my Thanks for this very loyal 
and affectionate Address. Such returns of 
duty and gratitude from my faithful Commons 
would add, if any thing possibly could, to my 
resolutions of promoting and consulting upon 
all occasions the welfare aud prosperity of my 
people. The entire confidence you place in 
me will engage me more strictly to make use 
of the power and trust you shall repose in me, 
for your interest, and to your satisfaction; and 
you shail always find my readiness to ease and 
reduce the expences of the public to your ex- 
pectations.” * 


B és 


It was at this period, in which Walpole, 
Confiding on the support of queen Caroline, 
took the lead in the administration, and be- 
came in reality the first minister, although lord 

‘ownshend still ostensibly retained the name; 
that the Opposition began to form itself into 
Consistency, and to compose a firm and com- 
pact phalanx, which resisted all the efforts and 
Influence of the minister to divide them, and 
which finally drove him from the helm, 

Vou, VIII. 


1728.——Debate on the Land Forces. 


[643 


Debate on the Number of the Land Forces.] 
Feb. 9. The Commons in a Committee of the 
whole House on the Supply, considered of the 
Estimate of the Charge of the Guards, Gar- 
risons, and other his Majesty’s Land Forces in 
Great Britain, for the year 1728 ; and a motion 
being made, That the number of effective men, 
be 22,955; the same met with opposition 
some members insisting, that the 8,000 Aug- 
mentatiou-troops, raised last year, should be 


“Until the death of George the First, the 
component parts of this heterogeneous body, 
which consisted of a few disappointed Whigs, ° 
Tories, and Jacobites, did not cordially coalesce. 
Many of those Whigs and moderate Tories, 
who looked up to that event as a prelude to 
their own admission into the ministry, kept 
aloof from those who, as being professed Jaco- . 
bites, or violent Tories, could not expect the 
same success. Butno sooner had the conti- 
nuance of Walpole in office annihilated their . 
hopes, than the whole body became compact 
and united. In this respect the Whigs became 


-Tories, the Tories Whigs; and the Jacobites 


assumed every shape which tended to promote 
their views, by distressing government, and 
harassing the minister, whom they considered 
as the great supporter of the house of Bruns- 
wick. 

“ The chief aim of the minister was to 
comprehend almost all the Tories as enemies 
to the government, by the name of Jacobites, 
or at least to give that stiyma to every one who 
was nof a-orofest and known Whig. With this 
view, his own administration being naturally 
supported on a Whig foundation, he endea- 
voured to attach to himself all those who had 
been dependent on Sunderland. With some 
he succeeded, but not with all; and of those 
whom he could not gain, several remained in 
their employments, because they were protected . 
by the Hanover junto. This body of Whigs, 
small but of considerable eminence, remained 
his enemies to the time of the king’s death, 
watching for every opportunity to ruin him; 
and from the accession of George the Second, 
commenced the opposition which became af- 
terwards so troublesome and formidable. Pul- 
teney was the great leader of this body; under 
him were ranged his kinsman Daniel Pulteney, 
sir Joho Barnard, Sandys, and afterwards lord 
Polwarth, Pitt, Littleton, and the Grenvilles. 
Sir William Wyndham was the great chief of 
the Tories, and William Shippen was at the 
head of the Jacobites, who did not form less 
than fifty members. Those who supported the 
mInister were lord Hervey, whose character 
and talents have been scandalously deprecie 
ated by Pope, Henry Pelham, sir Wiliam 
Yonge, whom Johnson calls the best speaker io 
the House of Commons, Winnington and his 
brother Horace Walpole, whose talents for ne- 
gotiation, indefatigable assiduity in business, 
and acquaintance with foreign transactions, 
rendered bim ao able coadjutor.” Coxe’s 
Walpole, : 
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entirely reduced: But being apprehensive that 
the majority of the Committee were for the 
motion, they endeavoured to put off the de- 
bate, by moving, ‘ That Mr. Speaker should 
resume tbe cbair;’ which being carried in the 
negative, by 290 votes against 84, * the Com- 
snittee came afterwards to the following Reso- 
lutions. 1. “ That the number of effective 
men to be provided for Guards and Garrisons 
in Great Britain, and for Guernsey and Jersey, 
for the year 1728, including 1850 invalids and 
555 men for the six independent companies for 


the service of the Highlands, be 22,955 men, 


commission and non-commission officers in- 
cluded. ¢. That the sum of 786,974/. 29. 9d. 
be granted for defraying the charge of the said 
42,955. effective men.” These Resolutions, 
being the next day reported, were agreed to by 
the House. 


Debate in the Commons. on the Hessian 
Troops.| Feb. 14. The House in a grand Com- 
mittee on the Supply, considered of the estimate 
of the Charge of 2,224 horse, 1,836 dragoons, 
and 8,084 Foot of the Troops of the Iandgrave 
of Hesse-Cassel, for the year 1728. Thena 
motion being made, that the sum of 230,9231. 
11s. 8d. be granted for the said Charge, the 
sameoccasioned a great Debate. 

Mr. Horatio Wulpole hereupon set forth the 
state of affairs in Europe for some years past, 
and endeavoured to shew the absolute necessity 
of keeping up all our forces till the end of the 
present negociations, particularly the 12,000 
men, which, by the Treaty of Hanover, Great 
Britain stood engaged to furnish. 

He was answered by Mr. Daniel Pulteney, 
Mr, W. Pulteney, sir William Wyndhan, sir 
Wilfrid Lawson, aud Mr. Bramston, member 
for Malden, who objected, That by the sald 
Treaty, the contracting parties were not obliged 
to furnish the succours stipulated therein, but 
within two months after requisition; and that, 
even in such a case, Great-Britain was only to 
furnish men of war, or transport-ships, or even 
subsidies of money, at the choice of the party 
requiring the said Succours. Te this 

Mr. Horatio Walpole replied, That the late 


————————$———— 

* « Feb. 12. You guessed extremely right, 
in imagining that Mr, Penterhidter’s discourse 
about disbanding of forces pointed at us, for in 
the debate on Friday about keeping the same 
number of forces, Mr. Pulteney, though he 
pretended that he bad no. other intention but 
to put off the question for some days in expec- 
tation of some news from Spain, could not 
furbear reasoning in a manner that tallied ex- 
actly with Peuterhidter’s discourse. You will 
have learnt from others the success of the day, 
where the division was 290 against 86, the 
greatest majority that ever was known in a 
committee; and there isall the reason in the 
world to believe that the rest of the public bu- 
siness will be carried on by the same spirit and 
wnanimity.” Horace Walpole to the earl of 
Waldegrave: Coxe’s Walpole. 
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king, in his great wisdom, had thought fit to pro- 
vide betimes the said body of 12,000 men, in ore 
derto obtain the ends of the Treaty of Hanover : 
that with this view a Convention was made 
with the landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, whose 
troops were the most ready at hand for that 
purpose, and much cheaper than the raising 
and maintaining national troops: that the 
necessity of making this Convention wae the 
greater, by reason of an unforeseen disappoint- 
ment from one of the contracting parties in the 
the forementioned alliance: 
shewn, that the taking the said 12,000 men 
into his Majesty’s Service was a wise and neces- 
sary precaution, since they bad hitherto pre- 
vented the kindling of a war in Germany ; 
and that asthe same reasons, for which they 
were taken into pay, still subsisted, it was pru- 
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that time had 


dence and absolutely necessary to continue 
that expence till the intended congress at 


Cambray was over. 


Then the question being put upon the motion 
above-mentioned, it was carried in the 
tive by 280 votes against 84.* 

Feb. 15. Sir Charles Turner reported the 
said Resolution, which was agreed to by the 
House. ; 


Address for an Account of 250,0001. charged 


for Secret Service.] Feb. 19. It was resolved 


to address his Majesty for a particular and dis- 
tinct Account of the Distribution of the Sum 
of 250,000/. which, in an Account laid before 
this House, shewing how the money given for 
the year 1727 has been disposed of, is charged 
to have been issued for other Expences and 
Engagements, over and above such as are 
therein particularly specified, for securing the 
trade and navigation of this kingdom, and pre- 
serving and restoring the peace of Europe ; 
and of the time or times when the said sum of 
250,000/. was issued and distributed. 


The Committee or Supply resolve to raise 
1,750,0002, on the Coal Duty.] Feb. 23. The 
Commons, in a Committee on the Supply, 
came, to the following Resolution, viz. ‘“ That 
1,750,000/. be raised by Grant or Sale to the 
Bank of England, of Annuities not exceeding 
70,000/. per annum, being after the rate of 44. 
per cent. per annum, redeemable by parlia- 
ment, to commence from the 24th of June, 
1728, and to be charged on the duties on coals 
and culm.” Hereupon 

Mr. William Pulteney observed, That the 


*« Feb. 15. We had yesterday in the 
Committee of Supply a debate about continu- 
ing the Hessians another year in his Majesty’s 
pays which calted me up, and although the de- 
nate did not last long, yet the opposite party 
would come to a division, and we were 280 
against 86, and I reckon that our dispute about 
foreign affairs is as good as over, and by what 
the King said to me this morning, I believe it 
will not be long before I shall have the honour 
to see you at Paris.” Horace Walpole to the 
Earl on Waldegrave; Coxe’s Walpole. 


\ 
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ehifting of funds was bat perpetuating taxes, 
and putting off the evil day ; and that notwith- 
standing the great merit that some had built 
on the Sinking Fund, it appeared that the Na- 


tional Debt had been increased sinee the 
setting up of that pompous project. Upon 
_ which : 


Sir Nathaniel Gould, an eminent merchant, 
said, He appreheaded tbat gentleman had his 
notions out of a Treatise, intitled, ‘‘ A State of 
the National Debt,” &c. supposed to be written 
by that very gentleman ; but that if he under- 
stood any thing, it was numbers, and he durst 
pawn bis credit and reputation to prove that 
Autbor’s calculation and inferences to be false 
and erroneous. To this 

Mr. Pulteney replied, That he took them to 
be right ; and he would likewise pawn his credit 
“tae reputation to make good his assertion. 

nt | ne 
‘Sir Robert Walpole took up the cudgels, and 
said, He would maintain what sir Nathaniel 
Gould had advanced. 

Several warm expressions having passed on 
both sides, 

Mr. Hungerford interpesed, in a jocular 
speech, that put the House in good humour, 
and so the dispute ended.* 


Petition of the City of London, for Relief 
with regard to the Coal-Duty.] Feb. 26. A 
Petition of the Lerd Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of the city of London, in common: 
council assembled, was presented to the House, 
setting forth, “ That the Duties: ulready laid 
upon Coals and Calm imported into the port of 


* & Whitehall, February 24. Yesterday, as 
sir Robert Walpole was giving an account to 
the House of Commons of the state of the 
Sinking Fund, be acquainted them that since 
the year 1716, it had paid off of the nation’s 
debts a certain sum (I think 6,000,000/. and 7 
or 800,000/.) but that by the contracting of 
new debts the debt of the nation had upon the 
balance been lessened, as I remember, about 
two millions and half only. Mr. Pulteney an- 
swered him, and averred that the debt of the 
Nation, instead of being at all lessened, was 
greatly increased since 1716, and that though 
he was not now prepared to prove it, he would 
undertake to do so in two or three days, and 
put his reputation upon it. Sir Robert put his 
reputation upon making out the truth of what 
he had advanced. In the debate mention hav- 
ing been made of the book published about a 
twelve-month ago, as was thought by Mr. Pul- 
teney’s direction, called, ‘A State of the Na- 
tional Debt,” sir Nathaniel Gould said he had 
carefully examined that book, and would un- 
dertake to prove it very fallacious. So if is 
expected there will on the next proper occasion 


be a formal debate upon this subject; but. 


some say they remember that some such chal- 
lenge was formerly given by the same gentle- 
man, but not supported,”—De la Faye to the 
Heatl of Waldegrave, Coxe’s Walpole. 


“ 


London affect their trade only; and that the 


inequality of the burden hereof is a great dis- 


couragement to the manufactures, as well as an 
hardship upon the whole trading people in and — 
about the city of London; and praying the 
consideration of the House, and such relief as 
to the House sball seem meet.” But a motion 
being made, and the question put, that the said 
Petition be rejected, it was carried in the affir- 
mative, by 214 voices against 92. - 

Then sir Charles Turner reported the above 
Resolution, which being read a second time, 
and a motion being made and the question 
put, that the said Hesolution be recommitted, 
It passed in the negative: After which the said 
Resolution was, upon the question put there- 
upon, agreed to by the House. | 


The King’s Answer to the Address for an Ac- 
count of 250,0001, charged for Secret Service.} 
Feb. 29. Sir Paul .Methuen reported to the 
House, That their Address ‘for a particular 
and distinct Account of the sum of 250,000. 
&e. had been presented to his Majesty, and 
that his Majesty had commanded him to ace 
queint the House ; 

“‘Fhat the late King, his Majesty's royal 
father, having the like occasion, received from 
the last parliament the most dutiful acknow- 
ledgments of his great care and wisdom, in tale 
ing such steps, and entering into such engage- 
ments, as he thought would best conduce to the . 
security of this kingdom, and the preservation 
of the peace of Europe; and at the same time. 
the strongest assurances of their future support, 
in all such farther measures, as he should find 
necessary and expedient, for preventing a rup- 
ture, and for the honour and advantage of 
these kingdoms: and a power being accord- 
ingly giveo by parliament to his late Majesty, 
for issuing and applying such sums of money as 
he should find necessary, for answering and de- 
fraying such expences and engagements, as had 
been or should be made for these great and ne- 
cessary purposes; some part of the money, | 
mentioned in this Address, had been issued — 
and disbursed by his late Maery: and the re- 
maining part had been applied by his present 
Majesty, for carrying on the same necessary 
services ; for strengthening his alliances; and 
in fulfilling Engagements of the utmost import- 
ance to these kingdoms, and to the general 
tranquillity of Europe, and which require the 
greatest secrecy. His Majesty therefore hopes, 
That this House will repose the same confidence 
in him; and be assured, that the money has 
been necessarily expended, pursuant to the 
power given by act of parliament, and for the 
uses and purpuses thereby directed ; and that 


a particular and distinct Account thereof can- 


not be given without manifest prejudice to the 
public.” Upon this 3 : 

Mr. WW. Pulteney raised several weighty ob- 
jections against such a vague and general way 
of accounting for public money, as tending to 
render parliaments altogether insignificant and 
useless ; to cover embezzlements ; and to screen 
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corrupt and rapacious ministers; urging the 
increase of the National Debt, notwithstanding 
the so much boasted Sinking Fund, and insist- 
ing on having that important affair immediately 
debated in a Grand Committee. 

But the court-party waved it, by moving to 
adjourn the House to the 4th of March ; which, 
after sume debate, was carried in the affirma- 
tive by 202 votes against 66. 


Debate in the Commons on the State of the 
National. Debt.] March 4. The Conynons, 
jin a Committee of the whole House, considered 
of the State of the National Debt, and the 
proper officers were examined as to the follow- 
ing Accounts, viz. “1. An Account of such 
National Debts, incurred before December 25, 
41716, as are redeemable by parliament, with 
the interest attending the same, and when the 
game are redeemable. 2. Au Account of the 
Money paid into the Exchequer on the Duties 
on Coals and Culm, from the 29th of Sept. 1720, 
to the 29th of Sept. 1727, distinguishing each 
year; and also the Account of the present annual 
and other charges thereupon. 3. An Account 
shewiny how theMoneygiven for the service of the 
year 1727 hath been disposed of, distinguished 
wnder the several heads, until the 15th of Fe- 
bruary, 1727, with the deficiency thereupon. 
4. An Account of the Estimate ot the Debt of 
his Majesty's Navy, as it stood on the 31st of 
December, 1727.” 


Then a motion was made by the Courtiers, 
‘That it appears, That the Monies already 
issued and applied towards discharging the 
National Debts, incurred before Christmas 
1716, together with the sum of 220,4351. 
16s. 4d. $.q. which will be issued at Lady-Day 
1728, towards discharging the said debts, 
amount to 6,648,762. 5s. 1d. 3 q.” 

; Hereupon there arose a very warm dehate, 
and Mr. Daniel Pulteney* endeavoured to 
shew the fallacious tendency of that motion ; 
and was seconded by Mr. William Pulteney, 
and supported by lord Morpeth, Mr. Shippen, 
and sir William Wyndham. . They suggested 
in general, That notwithstanding the Supplies 
that were annually raised in the last reign ; 
notwithstanding the great sums of money given 
from time to time, for cxtraordinary expences 
and secret scrvice ; notwithstanding the pro- 
duce of the Sinking Fund; yet the Public 


#6 Mr. Daniel Pulteney was at that time in 
high credit for his great knowledge of public 
business and foreign transactions. He wasa 
man of vast application and uncommon 
falents. He was a cold, but weighty speaker, 
and though other members in the opposition 
had brighter parts, none of them had equal 
abilities, because his natural capacity, which 
was sdund and vigorous, had been improved 
by study and application. He put himself at 
the head of the debate upon this occasion, and 
being quite master of the subject, he endea- 
woured to shew there was fallacy and deceit in 
the motion.” Tindal, ; 
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Debts, for the gradual discharge of which that 
famous project was said to be contrived, were 
rather increased than lessened ; and this ina 
time of almost unigterrupted peace and tran- 
quillity, which must be owing to a very profuse 
management of the public treasure ; and yield- 
ed but a very melancholy prospect; since at 
this rate our debts must still grow faster in case 
of a war or public troubles; so that the heavy 
and numerous taxes that now lay upon the 
nation, must be perpetuated to the latest pos- 
terity. Then, entering upon particulars, they 
took notice of the artifice with which the ac- 
counts that lay before them, were drawn up ; 
that in order to swell that of the sums said to 
have been issued and applied towards the dis- 
charge of the Public Debts, incurred before 
Christmas 1716, there were added to it above 
three millions, for the advanced price given in 
the year 1720, in order to make the irredeem- 
ables redeemable, which could not properly be 
called a payment of those debts: whereas, on 
the other hand, in the Account of the present 
National Dedt, or of the increase of that debt 
since Christmas 1716, several large sums were 
omitted, particularly one million, raised opon 
the credit of the Civil List, and several defi- 
ciencies on the Land Tax, Malt, and other 
funds which certainly still remained a public 
debt. Hereupon 

Sir Robert Walpole, having shewed the na- 
ture and state of the Pablic Debts and the 
operation and efficacy of the Sinking Puud, 
strenuously maintained the assertion cootained 
in the motion. 

The opposite party perceiving that the ma- 
jority of the Committee were for the motion, 
moved that Mr. Speaker should resume the 
chair; but, after some debate, the question 
being put upon this second motion, it was 
carried in the negative by 250 voices against 
97. Then the question being put upon the 
first motion, it was carried without dividing ; 
and the farther consideration of the State of 
the Nation, in relation to the Natiunal Debt, 
was put off to the 8cb.* : 

* « Whitehall, March 7. I was glad that 
what my lord directed me to write about the 
parliament was 80 useful to your lordship. 
There was last Monday a great battle in the 
House of Commons, carried with the asual 
majority of above 250 to 90 and odd; batit 
was a domestic point, wherein oar neighbours 
take no very great part. It was the dispute 
Mr. Pulteney raised about the vast. increase of 
our debt, more than was paid off by the Sink- 
ing Fund. It appeared clear to the House, 
that above six millions had been paid off by 
that fund since 1716. ‘To day is appointed to 
debate the other part of the question, how 
many new debts are incurred since that year ; 
and it is generally said, that it will be made 
plain, that with the debts properly said to be 
contracted for services within that time, at 
least two or three millions will have been paid 
off. For the purehasing the long annuities, cite 
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March 8. The Commons, in a Committee, of 
the whole Honse, resumed, the consideration 
of the National Debt, and after a long debate 
came t the following Resolutions, which, to- 
gether with the Resolution of the 4th instant, 
are as follow: viz. 1. That the Monies al- 
ready issucd and applied towards discharging 
the National Debts incurred before Christmas 
1716, together with the sum of 220,435/. 16s. 
4d. 3q. which will be issued at Lady day 1728, 
towards discharging the said debts, amount to 
6,648,762!. 5s. 1d. 4q. 2. That the several 
National Debts, including the Debt of the 
Navy as it stuod Dec. 31, 1727, contracted 
and incurred since December 25, 1716, for 
answering and defraying the annual charges 
and expences of tte public, for the current 
service of the several years since the said 25th 
of December, 1716, amounted on the 8th day 
of March, 1727, to the sum of 2,605, 545. 16s. 
Od. iq. 3. That the National Debt con- 
tracted since the 25th of December, 1716, for 
or in respect of the sum advanced by the South 


Sea Company, pursuant to an act of the 5th 


year of king George I. for the liberty of increas- 
ing their capital stock, being so much thereof 
as was applied to the Sinking Fund, doth 
amount to the sum of 328,673/. 4s. 10d. 4q. 
‘4. That the National Debt contracted since 
the 25th of December 1716, for making good 
the yearly deficiencies of the general fund, 
from the establishment thereof to and for the 
year ending at Michaelmas, 1726, the surplus 
whereof is applicatle to the Sinking Fund, 
amounts to the sum of 703,740/. 6s. 2d. £q.” * 


army debentures, and such deficiencies as have 
been provided for, are strictly speaking, debts 
contracted before 1716.. I shall be very glad 
to see this clearly determined, for it will stop 
the clamours of those who have all along been 
asserting that we run in debt continually ; and 
that our Sinking Fund does not suffice to pay 
exceedings annually contracted ; with other 
such general accusations, that, like throwing 
of dirtat random, stick with many.” George 
Tilson to the earl of Waldegrave : Coxe’s Wal- 


- pole, 


* “ The Opposition, recollecting their former 
defeat by a large majority, and seeing that the 
House wholly differed from their representa- 
tions, did not Jay their wonted stress on the 
main question, but loudly called again upan the 
minister for an account of the sum lately em- 
cas in secret service. To these clamours 

alpole made the usual reply, that it had 
been expended ‘in negotiations too delicate 
to'be specified. In the midst of his speech, 
an account was transmitted by lord Townshend, 
that the convention with Spain was signed at 
the Pardo. Walpole availed himself of this 
information ; and acquainting the House with 
the news, added, “ That the nation would he 
now relieved from the burthen of the late ex- 
pences, and that_ he could assure the members 


whe called so loudly fora specification of the 
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March 12. Sir Charles Turner having re- 
ported the above-mentioned four Resolutions, 
the same occasiuned a long debate, which was 
chiefly managed by Mr. William Pulteney on 
the one side, and Sir Robert Walpole on the 
other. Upon the whole, the first of the said 
Resolutions being read a second time, and a | 
motion made, and the question being put, That 
the said Resolution be re-commitred, it passed 
in the negative: After which the said Resolution 
was agreed to by the House. The second - 
Resolution being read a second tinre, and a 
motion being made, and the question being 
put, That the said Resolution be re committed, 
it passed in the negative: Then the said 
Kesolution was agreed to by the House. The 
third Resolution, being read @ secood time, 
was agreed to by the House. The fourth 
Resolution being read a second time, was, with 
an Amendinent, agreed to by the House, and 
is as followeth, viz. Resolved, ** That the Na- 
tional Debt contracted sirce the @5th of 
Dec., 1716, fot making good the yearly Defi- 
cieocies of the General Fund, from the esta- ° 
blishment thereof, to and for the year ending 
at Michaelinas, 1726, the surplus whercof is ap- 
plicable ¢o the Sinking Fund, amounts to the 
suin of 703,740/. 6s, 24d. and that by virtue of 
two acts of parliament of the 6th year of king 
George 1. farther Additions have been made 
to the capital stock of the South-SeaCumpany, 
for making zood several Deficiences of the ori- 
ginal and additional funds of the said Company 
settled, and established before the 25th Decem- 
ber, 1716, amounting together to the Sum of 
290,028/. 19s. 114d.” | 


A Committee appointed to draw up a Repre- 
sentation of the State of the Nutional Debt, the 
Sinking Fund, and the Public Credit.] The 
Courtiers having carried their point so far, it 
was.moved, and resolved, nem. con. ‘“* That an 
humble Representation be made to his Majesty 
upon the said Resolutions, and upon the de- 
bate of the House; laying before his Majesty 
a particular Account of the National Debts 
discharged and incurred since the 25th dry of 
December, 1716, distinguished under their pro- 
per Heads and Services; with a State of the 
Sinking Fund, and of the Public Credit, ” and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up the 
said Representation. ¢ 


Debate concerning the Omission of an Article 
of 800,000/. in the Account of the Public 


secret service money, that ithad been expend- 
ed in obtaining the conclusion of that peace, 
the preliminaries of which were now signed. 
The designs of those (he said) who had labour- 
ed to disturb the tranquillity of Europe, were 
thus defeated ; and the purchase of ‘anna and 
the prevention of war, on terms so cheap, were 
highly beneficial to the public.” This inform- 
ation spread general satisfaction through the 
House; the question was instantaneously 
called for, and the resolutions passed without 
a division.” Coxe's Walpole. . 
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Debts.| April 5, The House was informed, 
that an Article relating to the Duty upon 
Wrought-Plate, which amounted to $00,000/. 
was omitted to be inserted in the Account of 
all the Public Debts, at the receipt of his 
Moajesty’s Exchequer, standing out az Christmas, 
1727, with the annual Joterest paid for the 
same: Hereupon it was ordered, “ That Mr. 
Chocke have leave to withdraw the said Ac- 
count; and that he do present to the House 
a perfect Account of all the public Debts, at 
the Receipt of his Majesty’s Exchequer, stand- 
_jng out at Christmas 1727, with the annual In- 
terest paid for the same.” 

This extraordinary omission, however, occa- 
sioned a great complaint and Debate, wherein 
severe reflections were made on the neglect 
and carelessness, with which the Public Ac- 
counts, laid before the House, were drawn up, 
and thereupon it was moved, “ That in order 
to prevent the same for the future, all Accounts, 
to be delivered to this House from the Exche- 
quer, besigned by the Auditor of the Exchequer, 
or the Clerk of the Pells, or by their lawful 
Deputies, or chief clerks, or one of them.” 
But the question being put upon the said 
motion it was carried in the negative. 


Tne Commons’ REPRESENTATION TO THE 
KING oF THE STATE OF THE Nationat Dest, 
THE SINKING Funpb, awn THE Pusiic CreE- 
vit.] April 8. Sir William Yonge reported 
from the Committee, appointed to draw up a 
Represemation to be made to his Majesty, 
upon the Resolutions of the House, the 12th 
of March last, and upon the Debate of the 
House laying before his Majesty a particular 
Account of the National Debts, discharged, 
‘and incurred,:since the 25th day of December 
1716, distinguishing under their proper Heads 
and Services, with a State of the Sinking Fund, 
and of the Public Credit ; that they had drawn 
upa Representation accordingly, which they 
had directed him to report to the House: and 
he read the same in his place, and afterwards 
delivered it in at the clerk’stable ; where the 
same,was twice read, and amended, and is as 
follows; viz. .- 


“ Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“ Your Majesty’s most dutiful and faithful 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain, in 
Parliament assembled, having, in duty to your 
Majesty, forthe sake of truth, and for the bet- 
ter information and satisfaction of all your 

ood people, taken into their consideration the 
State of the National Debt, in regard to what 
debts have been discharged and paid off, since 


* the establishment of the Sinking Fund for that 


purpose, and what new debts have, within the 
said time, been contracted and incurred, beg 
leave, with all duty and submission, to lay the 
same before your Majesty in this our most 
humble Representation. 

“‘ The National Debt of this kingdom con- 
tracted in carrying on two long and expensive 
wars, before the happy accession of your Ma~ 


jesty’s late royal father to the crown of these 
realms, as it was a matter of the last conse- - 
queuce tu the nation, was become the care and 
concern of all, who wished well to our present 
and future prosperity. This produced several 
considerations in Parliament, to find out, and 
settle some means of putting this great Debs 
into amethod of being gradually reduced and 
diminished ; and the Sinking Fund was at last 
happily established, to general satisfaction. 
This Fund became immediately the favourite 
article in all parliamentary considerations, re- 
lating to the public revenues, and was consi- 
dered as a national interest, worthy of the 
highest regard and attention; which was, by 
all possible means, to be cherished and im- 
roved, and the produce of it set apart, and 
sept distinct, from 9H other services and pur- 
poses, and was appropriated by Parliament, to 
ay off and discharge national debts, incurred 
efore the 25th day of December, 1716. 

“‘ Hence arose that distinction in the Public 
Revenues, which has ever since been so far 
continued, and kept up, that the nation has 
seemed to have two different interests ; one, in 
the produce of the Sinking Fund, for the dis- 
charge of the National Debt, another, in the 
annual Supplies, granted to the crown, for 
carrying on the current service of the year. 

‘But several controversies having of late 
years been started, concerning what real bene- 
fit had accrued to the nation from the produce 
and application of the Sinking Fund, if consi- 
dered and compared with new Debts, supposed 
to have been incurred within the same time ; 
the Commons of Great Britain, truly sensible 
of the weight of this National Debt, a burthen, 
of itself sufficient to create some uneasiness in 
the minds of the people, without the help of 
any aggravations, or misrepresentations, thought 
it aduty incumbent upon them, so far to enter 
into the consideration of this important affair, 
asto examine, and state, how much of tbe 
National Debt, incurred before the 25th of 
December, 1716, had been actually paid off, 
or discharged, and what new debts had been 
really contracted and incurred in support of 
the public, and in carrying on the current ser- 
vice ofthe several years, tince that time. 

“It is well koown, with what content and 
chearfulness your Majesty’s subjects have ail 
along paid and contributed towards the annual 
interest of this National Debt, contracted and 
incurred in securing to them the inestimable 
blessings of your Majesty’s auspicious reign, 
and the Protestant Succession in your illustri- 
ous family, and in defence of their Religion, 
Liberties, and Properties, which, they always 
thought, could not ie purchased, and preserved 
at too dear arate: and, from the time they 
had the comfort of having a Sinking Fund set. 
tled and established, that gave them the pros- 
pect and hopes of seeing this great Debt gra- 
dually reduced, and discharged, it was a satis- 
faction, that rendered the burthen easy and 
light; and your people seemed even to forget 
the great expence they had been at, bappy in 
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the free and full enjoyment of all that was 
dear and valuable to them, the fruit and 
return of so much treasure, necessarily and 
usefully employed. 

“« Notwithstanding this flourishing State of 
the Public Credit, and the good effects of this 
happy situation, there were not wanting those, 
who attempted to disturb the quiet and satis- 
faction that almost universally prevailed in the 
minds of your people, by publishing and pro- 
moting, with the greatest industry, most noto- 
rious misrepresentations of the true state of our 
Debts, and of the provisions made for the dis- 
charge of them; and by infusing groundless 
jealousies and insinuatiens, as if t!:e Produce 
of the Sinking Fund had been but little and 
inconsiderable, or that, by wrong aud impru- 
dent measures, bad economy, neglect, or mis- 
management, unnecessary expences had been 
made, and new Debts contracted, that not 
only equalled, but exceeded by several mil- 
lions the amount of the whole Debts, that had 
been discharged. 

‘¢ These artful insinuations and misrepresen- 
tations served to a double purpose, to make 
our fellow-subjects restless and uneasy under 
their present difficulties, by persuading them, 
they were endless, and inextricable ; and, at 
the same time, so apprehensive of new engage- 
ments, that they might be prepared rather to 
suffer all sorts of insults and injurics, than, by 
endeavouring to do themselves justice, to enter 
into new expences, every where represented 
as destructive, and intolerable. 

“ This prevailing Mischief called for an im- 
mediate Remedy, and made it necessary to enter 
Into a strict disquisition of the truth and cer- 
tainty of these affairs, that your Majesty might 
be truly informed, and your faithful and well- 
affected subjects have the satisfaction to see, 
bow grossly the world had been imposed upon 
by these groundless misrepresentations ; and 
that your enemies might be convinced, that 
the wealth and power of Great Britain is not 
so exhausted, as to render this nation, under 


PARL. HISTORY, 1 Groner II. 


1728,—-Scate of the Nutional Delt. 


your Majesty’s happy government, less consi- 
derable and formidable, than in the time ofany 
of your royal predecessors. 

‘s We observed, that what gave any founda- 
tion fur the belief of these notorious falshoods, 
was, the liberty which some misinformed, or 
ill-designing, persons had taken from the several 
alterations, which had been made of late years 
in the shape or denomination of our Public 
Debts, to make and- publish imaginary states 
of the whole of those debts, by putting ficti- 
tious values upon them, at their own will and 
pleasure, and from thence making balances, 
that might serve their purpose, but were not 
really true. 

“* But the difficulties of making up this Ac- 
count in that manner, with any certainty, made 
us carefully avoid going into a method, which 
might be afterwards liable to cavil and disputes 
according to the humour, caprice, or private 
opinion, of every man. 

“That we might therefore avoid, as much 
as possible, any doubt or perplexity, we pro- 
ceeded to state the truth of this fact in a me- 
thod, that was plain, obvious, and intelligible 
to the meanest capacity ; and took an Account 
of the several National Debts, incurred before 
the 25th day of December, 1716, which, since 
that time, had heen actually paid off, or dis- 
charged, and also an Account of the several 
National Debts, that since that time, had been 
contracted or incurred, and were still subsist- 
ing ; upon. comparing of which together, it 
will appear, whether the National Debt is, 
since the establishment of the Sinking Fund, 
increased, or decreased, and to what amount. 

‘“‘ Having now gone. through this enquiry 
with as much care and exactness, as was pos- 
possible, we beg leave, in the most dutiful man- 
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ner, to lay before your Majesty two Accounts, . 


the first containing the several particular Arti- 
cles of National Debts, incurred before the 
25th day of December 1716, and since dis-. 
charged ; which is as followeth = 


Ax ACCOUNT or such NATIONAL DEBTS, incurnep BErore THE 25TH OF DECEMBER, | 
1710, aS HAVE BEEN SINCE DISCHARGED, V1Z. : 


The capital Sum of the Lottery Annuities, established by 
the Act 3 Geo. 1, which creates the General Fund, and 


also the Sinking Fund, was - 


Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 


The remainder, paid off, is 


Debts discharged. 
£: s. ad. fe s. 


- - 9,534,357 13 114 
8,329,571 10 7 


1,204,786 3 4} 


Annuities at 5/1, per cent. redeemable by Parliament, and 


transferrable at the Bank of England, were granted by 


an Act 1 Geo. 1. for “ = é 


_ Of which there was subscribed into South Sea 


The remainder, paid off, is 


Other Annuities of the same kind, were granted same 


earfor - S = 


+ QO€ which there were subscribed into South Sea Stock 


The remainder, paid off, is 


‘ 


- - 910,000 0 O 
Stock 


706,175 15 O | 
- + = «= «= 903,824 5 0 
e@ 
- 169,000 0 0 
137,526 6 8 : 
a 31,473 18 4 


~ 
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| ss Debts discharged, 
Annuities at 4/. per cent. redeemable by Parliament, and 
transferrable at the Bank of England, were created for 
Tallies of Sol, Act 3 Geo. 1. for - - = - 947,514 7 8 
Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 748,555 19 5 


The remainder, paid off,is - = 198,958 8 3 
The like Annuities were granted by sundry Acts, for Army ; 
Debentures, certified before the 21st of March, 1719, for 1,603,987 8 1% 
Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 1,210,792 13 8 , 
The remainder, paid off, is -— $93,194 14 5% 
The principal Sum remaining due at Christmas, 1716, on 
Lottery, 1713, was - - - - - - 599,210 0 O 
Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 464,990 0 0O 
| The remainder, paid off, is - 134,220 0 0 
The like on Lottery, anno1714 —- - 1,812,100 0 O 


Of which there was subscribed into South Sea Stock 1,403,970 0 O 
The remainder, paid off, is - —_—_————— 408,130 0 0 


The Exchequer Orders, for Army Debentures, certified 
since the 21st March, 1719, are all paid of, being - -© = = 548,939 12 6} 
The deficiency of the Duty on Hops, anno 1711, which 


was directed by Act of Parliament to be pid off, was - © = 12,480 9 1 
The like of the East India Company’s Fund stated to 
Christinas, 1716, and paid out of Sinking Fund, was = + - = - 79,339 17 § 


The 3 per cent. Annuities in the Million Lottery, which 
were returned as Cash into the Exchequer, and which 
were, by an Act 13 Geo. 1, applied to discharge Nevis 


Debentures, were - - - - - - 108,272 10 @ 
The principal Sum standing out in Exchequer Bills on 25th 
December, 1716, was - - - - ° - 4,561,095 O O 


Interest and Premium due thereon - © © «= $5,159 15 7! 


Total Debt in Exchequer Bills - © 4,596,184 15 7% 


Of which Two Millions were converted into a Bank An- 
nuity, at 5/. per cent. by the Act 3 Geo. 1. so deduct 
that 2,000,000/. 
And, towards discharging the rest of these Bills, 500,000%. 
was raised by a Lottery anno 1719, and charged on the 
- Aggregate Fund, of which 441,700/. was afterwards sub- 
scribed into, and still remains part of the South Sea 
Stock, and the remaining 58,300/. has been since paid 
off ; so deduct only 441,700/. | : 
Total of these Deductions - - + = 2,441,700 0 O 


The remainder is the net Debt on this 1g zt 
head, thatispaidoff - - + -————— 9,154,404 19 43 


The Duty’ on Coals, for building of Churches, &c. was 
granted before 1716, for several terms of years to expire | 
at Michaelmas, 1725, and the whole produce of that - 
Duty was appropriated for those Services, which may be 
_ estimated as a Debt at 1716, of - oe - - 540,000 0 0 
Anno 1719, 360,000/. was granted for these Services, to be . 
raised on a Fund of 21,000/. per annum, for 32 years, 
in lieu of the provision by the former terms, and of that 
- $60,000/, there remains undischarged, but - - = 193,140 0 9 
" The remainder may be estimated so much | 
Debt discharged - - - - i anes 


The Debt of the Navy, as it stood on the 31st December, 
1716, deducting the effects in the ‘lreasurer’s hauds, 
was - - - - - - - - 1,043,536 15 9% 
Deduct thereout the Sum then unissued on this head of 
the Supplies anno 1716, afterwards provided for by 4/. 
er cent, annuities, part of the Tallies of Sol, subscribed 
into, and still remaining in South Sea Stock © - $34,289 17 1¢ 09,006 19 8S 
The remainder is the net Debt of the Navy atitt6= =) - = = F 


346,860 9 0 
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29,0950. 48. 1d, 
ing unsubscri 
valu 


r anpum of the short Annuities remain- 
into South Sea Stock, which being 


ed at 14 years purchase, the rate at which they 


were subscribed into South Sea Stock anno 1720, makes 


aDebt at1716,0f - .-  - 
Deduct the present value of these 


mas, 1727, at 10 years purchase = - 


The remainder 1s so much Debt discharged 


Total Debts discharged -° - 


“ To the statiog of which Account, we leave 


humbly to represent to your Majesty, that the 


Articles, stated therein. by way of Estimate, 
arethe Interest and premium, said to be due 
on the Exchequer Bills, the Debt for the baild- 
ing of Churches, and the value of the differ- 
enca in the terms for the short annuities; which 
Articles are so small in respect of the whole, 
that any alteration in those estizaated values 
would make 20 material difference in the real 
increase or decrease of the whole debt. 

“ We beg leave further humbly to represent 
to your Majesty, that all the Articles in this 
Account are stated as the Debts stood on the 
25th of December, 1716, except the first Arti- 
cle of the Lattery Annuities, which is stated at 

_ the sum, that was made principal at Michaelmas, 
1717, by the act that established the General 
Fund, and also the Sinking Fund, from which 
ume only the Sinking Fuud commenced; for 
which reason, no credit is taken in this Ac- 
count for any principal money, paid off iv part 
of the four Lotteries, comprehended in that 
sum between Christmas, 1716, and Michaelmas, 
1717; nor is any thing charged therein for the 
deficiencies of funds standing out at Christmas, 

1716, aud unprovided for, although the deficien- 
cies of three of those Lottery funds only amount- 


Annuities, in which 
there were bot 14'years 3 quarters to come at Christ- 


Debts discharged. 
= 418,952.17 2 
- = 299,252 0 10 ' 
- 119,700 16 4 - 
e te 9 Cc] ry 


6,648,762 5 13 
Se eS 


ed at Lady-day, 1717, to above 270,000/.; so 


‘that notwithstanding, upon (he subscription of 


those Lotteries into redeemable annuities, one 
quarter's interest due thereon between Midsum- 
mer and Michaelmas, 1717, was made princi- 
pal, amounting to 140,884/. 6s. 34d. or there- 
abouts, yet the same was much short of the de- 
ficiencies.then incurred on those funds, and 
therefore properly charged amongst the Debts 
incurred before the 25th of December, 1716. 

“ And we think it proper further to observe 
ppon the Article of the Short Annuities re- 
maining unsubscribed, which are stated at 
29,9251.-4s. 1d. per annum, that it appears, 
the realsum did amount to but 24,335¢, 17s. 


per annum; which mistake did rise by a mis- - 


recital in ¢he act, of the sixth year of your 
Majesty’s late royal fatber ; which difference, 
being valued at the same rate, that the whole 
annuities are herein valued at, makes a dif- 
ference of 22,3571. 88 4@. to be deducted 
out of the tatal sum of the Debts discharged. 

“‘ The next Account, which is moet humbly 
suhmitted to your Majesty’s consideration, 
contains the several particular Articles of 
Debts, contracted and incurred since the 25th 
of December, 1716, and now subsisting, which 
is, as followeth : 


Ay ACCOUNT or NATIONAL DEBTS, contTRacTED AND INCURRED SINCE THE 25TH OF DeE- 
CEMBER, 1716, aND NOW SUBSISTIMG : 
By South Sea Stock, for so much of the Money agreed to 
be advanced by the South Sea Company on the sub- 
. &Tption of the Lottery, 1710, as was hppa ae or de- 


scted by them, pursaant to the Act 5 


making good the deficiency of their original and addi- 


onal funds; viz. 


or the Deficiency of their original Fund for tw 
ending at Midsummer 1719 - - = 
oF ditto: for one quarter at Christmas, 1719 - 


€0. 1, for , 


* 


or the Deficiency of their additional Fund for two quar- 


ters, ending at Midsummer, 1719 - ~~ - 


By so much of the 51. per cent. Annuities (created by vir- 


o quarters, £- 8 da. ° 
: 141,547 19 1% 3 
- 14,846 18 8 
- «ss -25,BS1 4 10 


182,226 2 7§ 


og of a clanse in the Land Tax Act 5 Geo. 1, for re- 
ee Co the Treasurer of the Navy the Sum he had 
fics to the South Sea Company, for making good the 
‘ency of their originel Fund at Midsummer, 1718) 


es Was subscribed into 
Ging paid of . _ - 


Total Debts contracted, for making ood the De- 
Vir Of the South Sea Company’ Funds - = - 
° - Q 


OL. V 


South Sea Stock, the Remainder 


107,802 17 4} 


‘ 


4 


‘ 
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By South Sea Stock, for so much of the Money, 


y on pea 


be advanced by the South Sea Compan 


to 


scription of Lottery 1710, pursuant to the Act 5 Geo. 


1, as was paid by them into the Exchequer, and ap- 


plied to the Sinking Fund - —s = 


By Annuities at 4/. per cent. redeemable by Parliament, 
charged on the Duty on wrought Plate by the Act 6 


Geo.1 - - 


By the Benefit Tickets in Lottery 1719, charged on the 


Daty on Coals 5 Geo.i, for - - 
Of which there has been paid off - = - 


The Remainder was subscribed into South Sea 


Stock -  - - 

By Exchequer Bills standing out 
Duty Sa Victuallers by the Act 12 Geo.1 - 

By the like Exchequer Bills, charged on Surpln 
18Geo.4 - - = - ° 


By the Debt of the Navy as it stood on the 31st Decem- 


and charged on the 


- = «= 828,673 4 10% 
- = = $12,000 0 0 
- - 500,000 0 0 
- = 65,395 0 0 
434,605 0 0O 
- - - - o 486,600 0 0. 
sof Coals 
- - + = + $38,800 0 0 


ber, 1727, deducting the effects then stated to be in the 


bands of the Treasurers - a es “ 


- - 1,987,023 4 9} 


Deduct the sum then unissued to the Treasurer of the 
Navy, of the Supplies Anno 1727, which has been since 


Assued to him - 


The Remainder is the net Debt on this head 


Total ofthese Debts - - - = - 


“From these two Accounts, we presume 
gnost humbly to represent to your Majesty, that 


‘ahe several National Debts, incurred before the 


25th day of December 1716, which have 
been since discharged, after deducting the be- 
fore-mentioned sum of 22,357/. 8s. 4d. do 
amount in the whole to the sum of 6,626,404. 
16s. 94d. ; and that the several National Debts, 
incurred since the said 25th day of December, 
1716, and now subsisting, amount together to 
the sum of 3,927,9881. 7s. 13d. 

6 Which being deducted out of the amount of 


_ fhe Debts discharged, the difference is so much 


seal decrease of the national debt since 25th 
December, 1716, being 2,698,416/. 9s. 74d. 

« Ard, that the State of the new-contracted 
Debts may appear in a true light, we think it 
necessary, for the better information of your 
Majesty, to distinguish them under the proper 
Heads of Services, for which they were con- 
tracted, and, by way of explanation, to observe, 
that a considerable part of the new-contracted 
Debt, amounting to the sum of 703,7401. 6s. 
2id. was occasioned by the annual provisions, 
made by parhament for making good the yearly 
deficiencies of the General Fund to and for the 
year ending at Michaelmas, 1726, pursuant to 
the directions of the Act establishing the Ge- 
eral Fund, the surplas whereof composes part 
of the Sinking Fund; and by these means the 
Sinking Fund has received annually some pro- 
portion out of the supplies of the year: 

“ And, that the further sum uf 290,029/. has 
been raisec by new-contracted Debts, and is 
included thercin, for making good at several 


times the deficiencies of the original and addi- | 


ational funds of the South Sea Company, which 
two sums, amounting together to the sum of 


| 


199,742 2 6 


1,737,281 2 3£ 


$3,927,288 7 1% 


making good deficiencies of the Genera] Fund, 
and other funds, established before the 25th 
day of December, 1716, ought to be distin- 
guished from the National Debt incarred since 
that time: 

“« As likewise the sum of $28,67S/. 48. 103d. 
another part of the said new contracted Debts, 
which was occasioned by stock created for su 
much of the money to te advanced by the 
South Sea Company, upon the enlargement of 
their capital stock by the subscription of the 
tickets in the Lottery Anno 1710, pursuant to 
an Act, of the 5th year of the reign of your 
Moajesty’s late royal father, as was paid into the 
Exchequer; and, as the same was applied to 
the uses of the Sinking Fund, and no part of it 
to any other public services, this sum ought also 
to be distinguished from the rest of the Debts, 
contracted since the establishment of the Sink- 
ing Fund: which three sums making tozether 
the sum of 1,322,442/. 11s. 1d. and being de- 
ducted out of the said sum of 3,927,988/. 7s. 
1}d. the remaining sum of 2,605,545/. 16s. Ojd. 
is the whole National Debt, that has been con- 
tracted or incurred, for answering or defraying 
the annual charges and expences of the public 
for the current service of the several years since 
the 25th day of December, 1716, includin 
therein the whole delit of the navy, as it st 
on the 31st day of December, 1727. 

‘“‘ And further, to obviate any objections, 
that may he made to the stating of the account 
of National Debts, contracted and incurred 
since the 25th of December, 1716, and still 
subsisting, it is proper to observe, that no no- 
tice is taken therein of the Debts by Loans, or 
Exchequer Bills on the annual Land Taxes, or 
Malt Duties; because, as those loans, or bills, 


993,7694, 6s. 2id. haying been applied towards | are weekly discharged out of the produce of 
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those taxes, and as often as any deficiencies 
happen thereon, they, as well as the deficien- 
cies of grants, are not. suffered to remain as 
Debts, but are constantly, from year to 
year, discharged, by being made part of the 
supplies, grauted for the current service of 
the subsequent years; and accordingly provi- 
sion has been already made for such of them 
as can be any ways ascertained, out of the sup- 
plies for the service of the year 1728; there- 
fore they were not proper to be brought into 
_ this Account. 

“* Having thus humbly represented to your 
Majesty the true state of the Decrease of the 
National Dehts since the 25th day of Decem- 
ber, 1716, and the establishinent of the Sink- 
dog Fund, with the occasions and services for 
which the several New Debts have been in- 
curred, we beg leave, by this our humble Repre- 
sentation, to lay befure your Majesty the cir- 
cumstances this nation was in, with regard to 
the National Debt, before the establishment of 
the Sinking Fund, and what happy consequences 
have arisen from the establishment thereof. 

6 Ac the Accession of your Majesty’s late 
royal father to the throne of these realms, a 
great part of the Public Debts consisted of ab- 
solute Annuities, granted for very long terms 
of years, which were only to be discharged by 
the wearing out of those terms; other great 

arts thereof were the capital Stocks of the 
Bank, the South Sea and India Companies, at 
very high interest; other Debts were charged 
upon particular funds, appropriated to pay off 
and discharge the principal monies, with inter- 
est, at very high rates, in course, to multitudes 
of people both at home and abroad; other 
great parts thereof were in Exchequer Bills, 
circulated and exchanged at very high rates 
for interest, premium, and charges; and the 
Debts of the Army, which were very con- 
siderable, were not then liquidated, nor had 
any provision at él] then been made for-the 
discharge of them: Besides this, the funds 
themselves, appropriated for these Debts, were 
most of them deficient; so that, if these debts 
had been suffered to continue in this state, so 
far would they have been from being lessened 
to any degree, that new burthens must have 
been laid on the nation, for securing the Debts 
unprovided for. 

Soon after his late Majesty’s Accession, 
an unnatural rebellion broke out, during which, 
not only all thoughts for i method for the 
more speedy payment of our Debts were of ne- 
cessity suspended, but new and heavy debts 
were contracted; and in the year 1715 annui- 
tes, at 5/. per cent. redeemable by parliament, 
were sold for 1,079,000/. besides a considerable 
addition to the capital stock of the South Sea 
Company. 

“* But no sooner was that Rehellion defeated, 
and the fears of the people removed, but the 
parliament immediately began to set about the 
great work of putting the National Debt in a 
method of being sooner discharged with honour 
ead justice: and, in the year 1717, the foun- 
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dation was laid, by establishing the Sinking 
Fund ; the consequences and advantages where 
of will best appear, by considering, what it is, 
and by what means it was perfected. 

“ The only methods, that could be thought 
of, for paying off the Natiovat Debts, must be, 
either by improving and augmenting the pro« 
duce of the Funds, already settled for the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest, or by grant- 
ing new taxes and impositions upon the people, 
or by a reduction of the interest, made pay- 
able on the several debts; and, ag the first me- 
thod would have been found not sufficient to 
answer this desirable end, and the second 
would have been very grievous and buthen- 
some to the people, the principal method, that 
was then thouglit expedient, and most free from 
objections, was to reduce the high interest, and 
other charges, payable on all the public Debts. 
Bat, as great part of those Debts were not sub- 
ject to any power of Redemption, and as none 
of them were redeemable, but on payment of 
the principal money, it manifestly appeared, 
that such reduction could never be made, with- 
out the voluntary consent of the proprietors of 
such, as were irredeemable, or a legal tender 
to the othera of their principal money; both 
which seemed at that time almost impracticable; 


_but, by an extraordinary zeal and application 


ta the public service, this difficulty was sur- 
mounted, with respect to the whole of the 
Debts, that were then redeemable, by procur- 
ing, not only the voluntary consent of the 
South Sea Company to the reduction of the in- 
terest on their whole capital stock, then con- 
sisting of ten millions, from 62. to 5/. per cent. 
and of the Bank to a like reduction oo an an-- 
nuity, then payable to them in respect of a sum 
of upwards of 1,775,000/. and to a great abate- 
ment in their allowances for circulating Ex- 
chequer Bills, then amounting to more than 
1,500,000/. at an annual charge of above 72, 
per cent. but also by engaging those corpor’- 
tions to furnish sufficient sums for paying the 
principal money to such of the propnetors of 
other redeemable debts, amounting te more 
than nine millions, as would not voluntarily 
choose to accept an interest at 5/. per cent. for 
the future. 
_ © This provision being made, the Act passed 
in the 3rd year of his late Majesty’s reign, for 
establishing the General Fund; whereby the 
proprietors of certain debts therein mentioned, 
all carrying an interest at 6/. percent. had their 
free election, either to accept an. interest at 57. 
per cent. per annum, or tu receive their ee pal 
money; and so general was the satisfaction of 
all the proprietors, that few and very incon- 
siderable sums were demanded to be paid off; 
but the principal sums, that were voluntanl 
reduced to 5/. per cent. amounted to 9,932,3114. 
4s. 24d. or thereabouts; and by this method 
more than 25,800,000/. was at once volunturil 
reduced from 6l. per cent. or upwards, to 5é. 
per cent. which was an annual saving of above 
320,0001. 

‘s By the same Act, not only the surplus of 
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this General Fund, but the surplusses of several 

other funds, were appropriated to the discharge 

of national debts, contracted before the 25th 
of December, 1716: and this was the begin- 
ning and establishment of the Sinking Fuad. 

‘¢ From this happy event arose such general 
satisfaction in all degrees of people, that, though 
the interest of the Public Debts was reduced, 
and tle proprietors received a less income from 
them than befure, yet their security for their 

ital aeing so much mended, the rate or 
price for the purchase of these debts soon ad- 
vanced to a much higher value, than they were 
at before the reduction; and it was easy to 
foresee, that, in process of time, a further reduc- 
tion might have been made by the same just 
and honourable methods, without any extraor- 
dinary advantages to be granted for the effect- 
ing it. 

“Had this method (begun and executed so 
successfully, and with such satisfaction) been 
further pursued, and without interruption, the 
dangerous and mischievous part of the late 
South Sea Scheme might have been avoided : 
end yet the further reduction of interest might 
have been obtained, and taken place, much 

.sooner than it was done by the execution of 
that scheme. 

« But now, at length, not only the reduction 
from 51. to 4/, per cent. settled by the South 

. Bea Act, has taken place, but a voluntary re- 
duction hath also been inade, by the Bank of 
England, from 5/. to 4/. per-cent. interess or 
snauities, for two principal sums belonging to 
them, amounting together to upwards of 
3,775,000/. and by these several reductions a 
further addition is made to the Sinking Fund 
of more than 377,000/. per annum, from Mid- 
summer Jast: by all these means, and by the 
aavings of interest of the debts that bave been 
already discharged, and by several wise pro- 
visions for the improvement of the fands them- 
selves, this Sinking Fand is risen to, and may 
be reasonably estimated at 1,200,000/. per aun, 
er thereabouts; and willbe every year increas- 
ing from the further savings of the interest of 
the remaining debts, from time to time, as they 
shall be paid off. 

“ But, if aad thing were further necessary to 
demonstrate the immediate and certain advan- 
tages, that have accrued to the public from the 
anethods used and established to discharge the 
National Debts, x is sufficient only to reflect, 
that the interest of the greatest part of the 
debt, being now actually reduced trom 6/. to 
4/; per cent. makes a saving of one-third of the 
anterest of such debt; which, being in the 
hands and possession of the government, and 
applicable from time to tite, to the discharge 
of the ere makes a gain and profit te the 
pablic, equal to the discharge of one-thid of 
euch principal. 

_© And, if the amount of the produce uf the 
Sinking Fund did appear originally to be utout 
400,000/. per annum only, the produce of the 
said fund being now raised to about 1,200,002. 
per annum, the addition of 800,000/. per an- 


num to the Sinking Fund, which is just so much 
gained by the public, if valued at 25 years 
purchase, at which rate all annuities are now 
currently sold, makes a real profit to the pub 
lic, amounting to twenty millions. 

“This is the happy state of the Sinking 
Fund, taken sgparately aud by itself; but, if | 
we cast our eyes upon. the state of our Public 
Credit in general, it must be an additional sa- 
tisfaction to us, that, by preserving the public | 
faith inviolable, by the discharge of the old Ex- 
chequer Bills, and the reduction of the high in- 
terest on all our Standing Debts, the whole 
credit that is-taken on the annua! funds, for 
carrying on the current service of the year, s 
and may be supplied for the future et 3/. per 
cent. or less, for interest, premium and charges, 
by Exchequer Bills, created just as the occa- 
sions of the public require, without any loans, 
or being obliged to any persons for money to 
be advanced or lent on the credit of them; 
and so far is the public from being under the 
farmer necessities of allowing extravagent in 
terest, premiums or discounts, for any money 
they want, that the only contest now among 
the creditors of the public is, that every one of 
them desires to be the last in course of payment. 

* Permit us then, roost gracious Sovereign, 
to congratulate your Majesty on the comforter 
ble prospect we have now before us, if, note 
withstanding the many difaculties this nation 
has laboured under since the happy accession 
of your Majesty's late royal father to the 
throne, notwithstanding the unnatural Rebol 
hon which soon after broke out, and the many 
heinous Plots and Conspiracies which have 
since been formed and carried on for overture 
ing the Religion and Liberties of our gaat 
and the Protestant Succession 1a your most 
lustrious family, the many disturbances which 
have arisen, and the uncertain and embruiled 
condition of the affairs of Europe, not a lute 
fomented and encouraged by the false intelle 
gence, and malicious insinuations, which have 
been industriously spread abroad by your Mar 
jesty’s and our eneinies, of the uneasy and pet 
plexed state of our afiairs at home, as if that 
bad rendered it almost impossible for this sa 
tion, effectually to exert themselves in defence 
of their own just rights and possessions, and 
for establishing and securing the public peace 
and tranquillity ; if, notwithstanding these and 
many other difficulties which we laboured 
under, and while the Sinking Fund wes yet i 
its infancy, and so much less than it now Is, we 
have been able to diminish the National Debts 
so much already, what may we not hope for io 
regard to a more speedy and sensible discharge 
of them for the future, now the Sinking Fund 1s 
so greatly increased, and our Public Credit ia 
so flourishing a condition? 

' The finishing and perfecting thia great work 
seems to be a peculiar glory reserved for your 
Majesty’s reign, From your known goodness 
and wisdom, the present age may promise 
themselves the certain and immediate beneft 
of your Majesty’s particular ragacd to the Pub- 
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lic Credit, and your universal care and concern 
for the ease and happiness of yaur people, 
which our latest posterity must remember, 
acknowledge with duty and gratitude.” * _ 

A motion being made, and the question be- 
ing put, That the House do agree with the 
Committee in the said Representation; the 
House divided: Ayes, 243. Noes, 77-—So it 
was resolved in the affirmative. ; 

Resolved, That the said Representation be 
presented to his Majesty hy the whole House. 

Ordered, That such members of this House, 
asareof bis Majesty’s most honourable Privy 
Council, do humbly know his Majesty’s plea- 
sare, when he will be attended by this House. 


‘The King’s Answer to the said Representa- 
tion.} April 10. The House presented to the 
King the said Representation, and on the 11th 
Mr. Speaker rted to the House his Ma- 
jesty's Anawer tuereta av follows: 


“ Gentlemen ;' . 
“Tcannot but be very well pleased with 


* “Notwithstanding the great superiority 
of numbers which the minister Had in the 
House, yet he very wisely considered, that on- 

his credit without doors as well as within, 

was established, his power must be precarious, 
or at best uneasy, if not dangerous to himself, 
not to mention the impression which a general 
tesatiefer might make epen the mind of 
his reyal master. He knew his enemies were 
in possession of the press, that most powerful 
of all batteries against government, and that 
they bad, with great success, propagated 
amongst the people a notion that the Sinking 
Fund, that sacred deposit far paying off the 
nal Debt, had been of no service to the 
eat for which it was originally intended. 
hey had pretended to prove this by numbers, 
ious calculations, which the people in 

Seoeral were obliged to take upon trust, be- 
Cause they did not understand them; and the 
effect which those writings hed produced, were 

80 means favourable to the administration. 

tninister, in order at once to destroy or to 
reatify all repossessions end mistakes in so 
Capital a consideration, made his appeal, and 
in the most solemn mdhner, to the tribunal 
aa Jesty itself. This wasthe true intention of 

Representation which bad been voted tc he 
Deed Cp the King concerning the National 


“ : 
— efleets of the Representation both at 
A nape abroad, were incalculably beneficial 
z Credit of the minister. Whatever were 
pimious of individuals, whatever might be 
Cavils of those who opposed yavernment, 
he minister was approved hy 
tAtives is of the national represen- 
lennl, assembled in parliament, and was so- 
Sore nuctioned by the King. At home the 
tioaal neat visibly subsided; abroad the pas 
than ever» Seas son we = stranger grounds 


e 


1728.—~-State of the National Debt.  6G6 


this Representation, which must give, general 
satisfaction to all my people, by removing 
those groundless jealousies and apprehensions, 
which have been propagated and dispersed 
throughout the kingdom. 

“‘ The happy effects of the flourishing state 
of the Public Credit are too sensibly felt and 
seen, not to be confessed and acknowledged by 
every body. 

_ “ The provision made for gradually discharg- 
ing the National Debt is now become so certain 
and considerable, that nothing, but some un- 
foreseeh event, can alter or din.inish it; which 
ives us the fairest prospect of seeing the Old - 
ebts discharged, without any necessity of in- 
curring new. | 

** And you may be assured, that it shall be 
my particular care and study to maintain and 
Tee the Public Credit; to improve the 

inking Fund; and to avoid all occasions of 


| laying any new burthens upon my peophe.” 


The King’s Message for a Vote of Credit.} 
May 6. Sir Paul Methuen delivered to ihe 
House a Message signed by his Majesty, which 
was read by Mr. Speaker, as follows, viz. 

“ George R. 

“His Majesty being under some Engage- 
ments, entered into, and concerted with the 
advice and concurrence of the last parliament, 
for securing the Trade and Navigation of this 
kingdom, and for restoring and preserving the 
peace of Europe; and having been enabled to 
answer and defray the charges and expences 
thereof, as far as they have hitherto become 
due and payable, and there heing still wantin 
a sum not very considerable, to perfect and fu 
fil these obligations, relying upon the duty and 
affection of bis Commons, hopes they will 
enable him to discharge such engagements, as 
still remain unsatished upon this bead of ser- 
vice.” ’ i 3 

The consideration of -this Message was put 
off to the next day. 


Debate thereon.} May 7. The House took 
into consideration his Majesty’s Message, and 
nfter some debate, it was at last resolved, 
237 voices against 101, ‘‘ That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, to declare 
the duty and fidelity of this House to his Ma- 
Jesty, and the entire confidence which they re- 
pose in his royal care of, and goodness to, his 
people; and to assure his Majesty, that this 
House will enable his Majesty to answer and 
defray the charges and expences, that still re- 
main unsatisfied, of the Engagements entered 
intoand concerted, for securing the Trade and | 
Navigation of this kingdom, and for restoring 
and preserving the peace of Europe. 


The King’s Answer thereto,]° May 8. The 
Commons presented the said Address to his 
Majesty, who returned the following Answer ; 

* Gentlemen ; : 

“ T return you my Thanks for this very duti- 
ful and affectionate Address; and you may be 
assured that the confidence yau repose in me, 
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shall he employed for the public good, and sup- 
port of the common cause.” 


Mr. W. Pulteney’s Motion for an Account 
of Grants of Timber from the Crown.] May 17. 
A mution being made, “ That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, that he 
would be graciously pleased tu give directions, 
that the proper officer do lay before this House 
an Account of the Sale of Woods, and Grants 
of the Falls of Woods, by his late Majesty, 
trem Christmas, 1715, to June 1, 1727, and 
how the same huve been accounted for:” It 
occasioned a warm debate, wherein 

Me. William Pulteney urged, That through 
the connivance of some men 1 favuur with our 
late most gracious King, his Majesty’s goodness 
had been abused in several grants of considera- 
ble falls of woods, to the greut detriment and 
waste of the royal forests, at a ume when the 
nation stood in so great need of Timber, for 
the repairing and building of ships; and there- 
fore he thought it very proper for the House to 
inquire by what means the said Grants came 
to be obtained. He was answered by 

Sir Robert Walpole, who represented, That 
such an inquiry might be injurious to the me- 
mory of some dead, and after all, prove alto- 
gether unprofitable to the living. 

Then the previous question being put, That 
the question be now put, it passed io the nega- 
tive. 

The King’s Speech at the Close of peony | 
May 28. The King came to the House o 
Peers,* and the Commons attending, his Ma- 
jesty made the folluwing Speech to both 
Ilouses : 

‘¢ My Lords and Gentlemen; 

“ The dispatch you have given to the public 

business, and the advanced season of the year, 


make it proper for me to put an end to thisses- 


sion of parliament. 

‘The zeal and unanimity which you have 
shewn in all your proceedings, in regard to the 
true interest of your country, and in support of 
the common cause, have fylly answered my 
expectations, and will, I am persuaded, give 
general satisfaction here at home, aud cannot 
fail of having their dpe weight and influence 
abroad. | 

“¢ T expect very soon to heur that the Con- 
gress is opened. The Preliminary Articles 
having laid so good a foundation for a general 
pacification, [ hope all parties will bring with 
them such favourable dispositions for finishing 
and perfecting this desirable work, that we shall 
soon see a happy conclusion of this important 
transaction, with that satisfaction to me and 
my Alhes, which may reasonably he expected 
from the justice of our cause, and the mutual 
confidence which is established among us. 


‘* The Order against the Admission of 
Strangers into the House of Lords was so 
strictly observed during this session, that no ac- 
count of their lordships’ Speeches or Debates 
was published, as usual, after the recess. 


‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons; - 
“T return you my Thanks for the effectaal 
Supplies you have raised for the service of the 
year. e prudent application you have made 
of the produce of the Sinking Fund will contri- 
bate to the support of the Public Credit; and 
the power you have given me of borrowing 
500,000/. for the discharge of the Seamen's | 
Wages, will meet with universal approbation. 
‘¢ My Lords and Gentlemen ; . 
‘¢ It is unnecessary for me to recommend, ia 
any particular manner, to your care, the pre- 
servation of the public peace in your several 
stations and countries: your own inclinations 
will naturally lead you, by a due execution of 
the laws, and a faithfel adininistration of jus- 
tice, to promote upon all occasions the welfare 
and prosperity of my people.” 
_ Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
Parliament to the 8th of August; It was after- 
wards further prorogued to the 21st of Jana- 
ary 1729. 


SECOND SESSION 
OF THE 
SEVENTH PARLIAMENT. 
oF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


The King’s Speech on Opening of the Session. } 
January 21, 1729. The Parliament being met 
at Westminster, the King came to the House 
of Peers, and the Commons being also come 
thither, his Majesty made the following Speech 
to both Houses : 


«< My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

‘ © T am sensible you are met together in ex- 
pectation of being informed of the present si- 
tuation of public affairs ; and of receiving that 
satisfaction which the expences already made, 
and the apprehension of their being continued 
for some longer time, make it just and reason- 
able for you to desire. 

<< The execution of the Preliminary Articles, 
and the opening of the Congress at Soissons, 
laid a foundation for you to entertain hopes of 
seeing, very soon, the happy fruits and effects 
of a general pacification. 

«¢ But the various and extensive views, which 
fell under consideration, in settling and recon- 
ciling the different interests and pretensions of 
so many different powers, appeared to be a 
work of so much time and difficulty, that the 
project of a Provisional Treaty was thought of 
as a proper expedient ; which being concerted 
and negotiated among the ministers of the prin- 
cipal powers, parties to the Treaties of Hano- 
ver and Vienna, was approved of by me and 
my allies, not without reasonable hopes of the 
concurrence of the Imperial Court and the 
Court of Madrid. 

‘But no definitive Answer being yet re- 
turned by either of them, nor the Project of the 
Provisional Treaty either yer ae or rejected, 
the fate of Europe is still held in suspence, la- 
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- bouring under diffculfies that unavoidably at- 
tend such a doubtful and undetermined con- 
dition. : | 

‘¢ It is with no small concern, tbat I am again 
obliged te speak: to my Parliament in this state 
of uncertainry; ner am I insens:ble of the bur- 
thens which my subjects bear, and thac in our 
present circumstances 6vme may be be induced 
to think, that an actual war is preferable to 
such a doubt‘ul and imperfect peace. But as 
the exchange is very easy to be made at any 
time; and as I am confident I shell not be 
thought backward in doing myself and the na- 
tion justice, ‘vhen a proper occasion calls upon 
me for it, I hope you will believe, that a just 
regard for the ease and interest of my people 
alone prevailed upoa me, rather to suffer some 
temporary inconveniencies, with the daily pros- 
pect of obtainmg a safe and honourable Peace; 
than (oo precipitately to kindle a War in Eu- 
rope, and to plunge the nation into still greater 
aod unknown expeuces. But how disagreeable 
qoever these delays may be, nothing is more 
unjust than to impute them to the conduct of 
me, or my allies. No endeavours indeed have 
been wauting to sepnrate and dissolve the 
bappy union that is established among us; but 
Jong experience, and repeated proofs of mutual 
fidelity, have so strengthened and cemented 
this alliance, founded upon, and united by com- 
mon interest, that all attempts to weaken it, or 
to create jealousies and dithdence among us, 
have proved as vaio and fruitless, as the insi- 
Nuations to the contrary are false and ground- 


‘¢ Te will nevertheless be incumbent: upon us 
to bring this important transaction to a speedy 
and certain decision, that if a chnclusion can 
be put to it, consistent with the security and 
preservation of the rights, privileges, and pos- 
sessions of Great Britain and my allies, the 
blessings of peace may~be diffused throughout 
Europe, and my kingdoms again enjoy the 

_bappy effects of a settled tranquillity; or, if 
this cannot be had, that the allies may unite 
with vigour and resolution, and exert them- 
selves in procuring that justice and satisfaction 
which has been so long delayed. If this should 
unavoidably be the case, I depend upon the 
zeal and affection of this Parliament, that they 
will cheerfully and effectually support me in 
Carrying on a just and necessary war. 

‘* Gentlemen of the House of Commons ; 

«© I wished and truly hoped to have seen the 
public Expences lessened before this time, but 
the present circumstances of affairs oblige me 
to ask of you such Supplies as shall he neces- 
sary for answering and defraying the charge and 

services of the ensuing year, and for enabling 
me, as events may require, to act with vigour, 
and in concert with my allies, who bave re- 
solvea to make the same preparations, and to 
keep on foot all their extraordinary forces: I 
will order the proper Estimates to be imme- 
diately preparcd and laid before you. And as 

the produce of the Sinking Fund has exceeded 
eur expectations, I must recommend it to your 


care to make a farther application of it to its 
proper uses. 
“My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

‘“¢ It cannot be expected that I should enter 
into the several causes and motives, which may 
have occasioned the present delnys in the 
courts of Vienoa and Madrid; but if, among 
other reasons, hopes given from hence of cre- 
ating discontents and divisions among my sub- 
jects, and a prospect of seeing difficulties arise 
at home, have greatly encouraged them in their 
dilatory proceedings: I am persuaded, that 
your known affection to me, and a just regard 
for your own honour and the interest and se- 
curity of the nation, will determine you effec- 
tually to discourage the unnatural and injurious 
practices of some few, who suggest the means 
of distressing their country, and afterwards cla- 
mour at the inconveniencies which they them- - 
selves have eccasioned. It is more than pro- 
bable, that foreign courts will wait now for the 


‘result of your deliberations; and as you may 


depend upon my constancy and steadiness, that 
no wicked and groundless suggestions or insi- 
nuations'shall make me depart from my pre-~ 
sent purposes, so I entirely rely upon your wis- 
dom and unanimity, to convince the world, 
that such pernicious designs and intrigues shall 
not alter that affection, harmony, and good un- ~ 
derstanding, which bas hitherto subsisted, and 
I hope will always subsist, between me and my 
Parliament.” ; 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.| The Lords — 
agreed to the following Address of Thanks: 


‘« Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

- We your Majesty’s most dutitul and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual: and temporal in 
parliament assembled, beg leave to offer the 
humble and hearty Thanks of this IIouse fur 
your Majesty's most gracious Speech from the 
throne ; and to congratulate your Majesty upon 
the safe arrival of his royal highness the prince 
of Wales. 

‘‘ This happiness is owing to your Majesty's 
paternal affection, and affords the highest and 
most peculiar honour to this House, and a yreat 
satisfaction to all good subjects. The com- ° 
municating to us the present situation of Pub- . 
lic Affairs, the giving all the satisfaction con- 
cerning them we could reasonably desire, and 
the tender concern your Majesty is pleased to 
express fur the suspence in which the atfairs of 
Europe are still held, and the temporary in- 
conveniences to us, which of necessity must at- 
tend it, are tresh instances how much your Ma- 
jesty has at heart the welfare of your kingdoms. 

‘“* However doubtful the event of the pre- 
sent negotiations may prove, which your Ma- 
jesty has laboured witb so much prudence, in 
concert with your Allies, to bring to an ho- 
nourable conclusion, we must with great satis- 
faction observe, that our present state of un- 
certainty will soon be determined, your Ma- 
jesty having been pleased to declare your opi- 
njon, in concurrence with the most ardent de- 
sires of all your faithful subjects, that it is nes 
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cessary to insist ypon a speedy and certain de- 
cision of this important transaction, This is a 
measure now become essential to the interest 
of our country, and will convince ail those 
who have promoted those delays, or have had 
the high presumption to impute them to yoor 
Majesty's conduct, thet the sceptre of Great 
Britain is in the hands of a prince as little 


’ capable of being amused as inumidated. 


diminution. 


“© We are fully sensible, that a generous and 
compassionate regard for the ease and happi- 
ness uf your subjects could alone have prevail- 
ed upon sour Majesty to be hitherto patient 
under these dilatory proceedinys; for if thr 
undetermined state has been detrimental to 
the mterests of your kingdoms, and if it has 
laid any burthen on your people, it must ne- 
cessarily have raised a high resentment in your 
Majesty, the guardian and father of them. 

s+ But if, contrary to your Majcsty’s wishes 
and our own, that justice and satisfaction, so 
long delayed, cannot be vbtained by amicable 
measures; if the patience of your Majcsty 
and your Allies shuuld be abased, and if the 
only way to Peace should be by an appeal to 
Heaven in a just and necessary War, we shall, 
with the greatest cheerfulness and zeal, support 
your Majesty in the prosecution of it, and 
enable you to carry it on with vigour io con- 
junction with your allies; we have this com- 
fort, if a war unavoidably must happen, that it 
will be kindled at a time, when the reputation 
of the arms of Great Britain cannot sutier any 

“‘ The alliance, in which your Majesty is eo- 
gaged, being founded upon common interest, 
and strengthened with repeated marks of 
mutual fidelity, will, we hone, effectually de- 
feat the wicked designs of your enemies, who, 
by false and malicious insinuations, would 
either create a difhdence among the powers so 
united, or maislead your own subjects into un- 
just opinions of the conduct of your Majesty's 
Allies, 

“ It appears evident tous, that nothing could 
more encourage the courts of Vienna and 
Madrid in their present delays, than if hopes 
have been given from hence of creating dis- 
contents and divisions amung us, and of a pros- 
pect of seeing ditliculties arise at home: But 
whatever have been the various and secret ma- 
chinationsof some few, who, through envy or 
ambition may have debased themselves so far, 
as to act in concert with the meanest and 
most treacherous disturbers of the state: we 
hope that by their continual disappointments 
in their pernicious ard unuatural designs, they 
will themselves despair of being able to bring 
distress upon their country, even though they 
shou:d, by artifice, and the lenity of the con- 
stitation, almest daily abused, escape the in- 


_ famous pumshment due by the laws of the 


land to such crimes. We entirely denend 
upon your Majesty's constarcy and steadmess 
(virtues ever inseparable from a great mind) 
that no wicked aud groundless suggestions or 
meinuations will alier your present purposes, 
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or induce your Majesfs to give ear to flyctuat- 
ing counsels; and we shall endeavour to con- 
vince the world, that ro artful designs or in- 
trigues shall change that affection and harmony, 
which bas, and we are confident, ever will 
subsist, between your Majesty and your pariiae 
ment.” 


The King’s Answer.] To this Address bis 

Majesty returned the following Answer : 
‘© My Lords; 

“ Tcthank you for this dutiful and loval Ad- 
dress. So seasonable an instauce of your con- 
fidence in me, cannot fail of producing very 
good effects both at home and abroad. You 
may depend upon my constant endeavours te 
promote the ease and prosperity of my people, 
which is the best return I can make fur your 
zeal and affecuon.” 


Debate in the Commons on. the Address of 
Thanks.] The Commons being returned to 
their House, and the Speaker having reported 
his Majesty’s Speech, sir George Oxenden 
moved for an Address “ To return his Majesty 
the Thanks of the House, for his most gracious 
Speech ; to congretulate his Majesty apun the 
arrival of the Prince of Wales; to acknow- 
ledge his Majesty's goodness and wisdom, 10 
avoiding all difficulties and delays, by concert- 
ing the most expeditious metbuds of conclud- 
ing, with honour and justice, the’ negotiations 
depending at Svissons: to express their grate~ 
ful sense of his Majesty’s tender regard for the 
ease and interest of his peopie, in declining to 
plunge the nation into greater and unknown 
expences, as long as there is a prospect of ob- 
taining a sate and honourable peace: to assure 
his Majesty, that this House, fully convinced, 
that his Majesty’s own honour, and the honour 
of the nation, are, above all things dear and 
precious to him, entirely relies upon his Ma- 
jesty to do himself and the nation justice, as 
svon as any proper occasion shall call upon hna 
for it, and to secure the coumerce of this king- 
dom.°” 
SS I I LE) 

® « Nothing cuuld be more decent than the 
Address propused ; but the Opposition, in or- 
der to expose the ministry to the commercial 
part of the nation especially, raised a debate 
upon a mere quibble; for they moved, that his 
Majesty should be addressed to ‘ restore’ the 
commerce of the kingdom. Thoogh this cavil — 
was below criticism, yet it gave a handle for 
declamation upon a point which the ministry 
could not get over, the depredations of the Spar” 
niards. Sir William Young was then a fre- 
quentand aready speaker. He was obnoxiuus to 
muny, how justly we cannot say, for some steps 
he had made io private life, and this ‘prepos- 
session affected the opinion of the public in his 
parhiac.entary and ministerial character. Not- 
withstanding this, had be been 19 the opposition 
he would have beeo cried ap as a man of wit, 
parts and eloquence. In fact be was a man of 
yood nataral endowments, and though he stuck 
to his friend who was at the bead of the adm 
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Sic Geerge Oxonden was seconded by Mr. 


Walter Chetwynd, and supported by Mr. Ed- 
ward Thompson, and sir Witham Yonge. Some 


Members hereupon took exception at the words 


to‘secure the Commerce,’ instead of which 
they thought it more proper to say ‘ restore the 
Commerce :’ And to support their opinion, 
took notice of the many and great losses sus- 
tained by the British merchants, by the depre- 
dations of the Spaniards, both in Europe and 


istration, no man in the House had more true 
English behaviour and sentiments. It is cer- 
tain that he had great volubility in speaking, 
which his enemies termed frothiness, but with 
fo more justice, than as the term. is applicable 
to any speaker, whose eagerness in supporting 
his frend’s measures, render him a little too 
prolix on certain occasions. But in all other 
i es sir William Young had great public 
parliamentary abilities. 
_ “When the opposition shewed themselves 
in earnest to support their amendment, sir Wil- 
. fam endeavoured to prove with great success, 
that restoring and securing commerce was a 
distinction without a difference; because sup- 
posing, which he did not admit, that the British 
commerce was ruined, it must be restored be- 
fore it could be secured. Both he and Mr. 
Thompson of York, who, with very moderate 
abilities, was a perpetual advocate for the 
mister, and several other gentlemen, endea- 
voured to shew, that whatever was just.in the 
Ostcry against the Spanish depredations, was 
i A great measure owing to the insatiable 
avarice of the English merchants and cominand- 
ers of vessels, who carried on an illicit trade 
with the subjects of Spain in America, in 
defiance of treaties and the laws of nations, as 
well as to the manifest prejudice of the fair 
English trader. 
_ ‘A Pamphlet had been wrote at this tine 
in favour, and under the countenance, of the 
minister, and was supposed to be the work of a 
pone who had greatly distinguished himseif, 
y his political writings against the Tory minis- 
try atthe latter end of yueen Anne's reizn. 
The Pamphlet was spirited and genteel, but 
Contained some, and those capital innaccura- 
cies, which the minister, who was, in matters 
of that kind, inexcusably careless, had suifered 
to pass uncorrected and unquestioned. As it 
was known however to be a pamphlet of an- 
thority, Mr. Thormipson and some others of the 
Court members ventured very injudiciously to 
quote it, in defence of the administration; par- 
Ucularly some passages, tending to vindicate 
ministry in that unpopular part of their 
Conduct, the keeping of Admiral Hosier's fleet 
$0 long inactive on the coasts of America. 
This, besides its heing unparliamentary, gave 
Breat advantages to the opposition; for Mr. 
ulteney, by exposing one glaring inconsis- 
_ acy in it, that of contounding the Spanish 
flotilla and the galleons together, turned the 
Whole of the court writings into ridicule. 
me quotations, ¢ontaining abstracts from 


Vou. VIII. 
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the West-Indies; not without reflecting on 
some persons, for not giving proper orders to 
secare our trade, to repress those insults, and’ 
to make reprisals, according to the law of na 


j tions. This occasioned @ debate, upon the 


question, whether the word ‘ Sccare’ should 
stand, or whether * Restore’ should be inserted 
instead of it; but sir George Oxenden, Mr. 
Walter Chetwynd, Mr. Edward Thompson, sit 
William Yonge, Mr. Doddington, Mr. Horatio 


admiral Hosier’s and other English sea-officers 
instructions, which the government had sufter- 
ed to be publistied, were likewise represented 
as being unfair, because the whole of the 
instructions were not exhibited. Captain, afters 
wards admiral Vernon, made a considerable 
figure in this debate. Being well acqainted 
with the nature of the service admiral Hosier. 
had gone upon, and having few or none in the 
House who could contradict him upon their 
own experience, he laboured to prove, that the 
extracts from Hosier’s instructions were spuri- 
ous, or if not spuriousyrbe instructions them- 
selves were impracticabic. 

‘‘ Sir Joseph Jekyl, master of the rolls, was 
then, occasionally, in the opposition. He was 
esteemed an honest, uncorrupted judge and 
senator; his affection for the Protestant suce 
cession was unquestionable, and his abilities 
both in law and equity were deemed to be con- 
siderable. He was, however, a weak politi- 
cian, and a very indifferent speaker. But his 
character giving him weight, the opposition 
thought thev had gained a great point 1 bring- 
ing bim over to their side. His prepossessions 
in favour of the old Whig principles were so 
strong, that he could not with any patience 
bear the thoughts of England detaching herself 
from the house of Austria, and being linked 
with that of Bourbon. This was a revolution 
in politics, which he thought even endangered 
the constitution, the security of which, he said, 
oucht to be addressed for, as well as the secu- 
rityof commerce. In short, the ablest speakers, 
both for and against the measures of the admi- 
nistration, exerted themselves to the utmost in 
this debate; but the question being put, whe- 
ther the word ‘ secure’ should stand, it was car- 
ried in the aftirmative, by a majority of 249 
against 87.” Tindal. 3 


“Tt is observable that his royal highness 
the Prince of Wales, to satisfy a laudable cu- 
riosity of being acquainted with the manner of 
proceeding in the Liouse of Commons, was pre- 
sent at this remarkable debate; which lLeing 
over, the lord Hartington moved, ‘ That a 
‘messaye be sent to his Royal Highness, to 
‘express the satisfaction and great joy of this 
‘ House, at his Royal Highress’s safe and hap= 
¢ py arrival in Grent Britain, &c." Wis lord- 
ship was seconded by the hon. col. Onslow 3 
whereupon the said Message was unanimously 
voted, and these two members, ith several 
others, were ordered to attend his Royal High- 
ness with it.” Historical Aegister. 
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Walpole, lord Finch, lord Malpas, Mr. Tal- 
bot, sir William Strickland, sir Paul Methuen, 
and sir Robert Walpole, insisted on the former; 
and on the other hand, sir William Wyndham, 
Mr. William Pulteney, capt. Vernon, Mr. 
Shippen, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Lutwyche, Mr. 
Sandys, and Mr. Winuington, were as stre- 
nuous for the latter; and an eminent courtier 
having nffered to produce a pamphier, [Intitled, 
‘¢ Qbservations on the conduct of Great- Britain, 
witb regard to the Negociations and other Tran- 
sactions abroad,1729.”] tu justify the conduct of 
Great-Britain, with relation to the supposed 
inactivity of our squadrons, and the depreda- 
tions committed by the Spaniards; and with 
that view, containing abstracts of the Instruc- 
tions given to adwiral Hosier, and the other 
Commanders of the British squadrons ; 


Mr. William Pulteney animadverted upon,and 
exploded that pamphlet, as made up of glaring 
misrepresentations of facts, inconsistencies, aud 
contradictions. He urged, that though the Au- 
thor, by his bold launching into politics, his pre- 
tending to be let into the deepest mysteries of 
State, and his publishing part of the Instructions 
given to our Admirals, would be thought to write 
with authority; yet it seemed very extraordinary, 
and highlyimprobable that an obscure and name- 
less pamphleteer should be favoured with Pa- 
pers of such importance and private nature : 
that therefore it was more reasonable to be- 
lieve, that this scribbler had surreptitiously pro- 
cured these imperfect lights and lame abstracts 
from some of the under-clerks, which he printed 
with his crude and indigested observations, in 
order to curry favour; for that it could not be 
supposed, that men of so great abilities, as they 
who are at the head of our affairs, should not 
know the difference between the flotilla and 
gulleons, or that they sailed frum two ports, at 
a very great distance from each other. Mr. 
Pulteney was backed by 


Capt. Vernon, member for Penryn, who said, 
«That he would not pretend to determine, 
whether those scraps of Instructions published 
in the Pamphlet in question, were genuiue or 
forged; but this he would venture to aver, that 
there were in them some things so very odd 
and inconsistent, as gave them a very suspici- 
Ous aspect; or, if genuine, rendered them im- 
practicable.’ Hereupon | 


Sir Joseph Jekyll said, that since the cour- 
tiers so strenuously insisted on the word ‘ sg- 
cure,’ he would readily comply with them, pro- 
vided a swnall addition was made to the Ad- 
dress, to put them in mind of securing the rights 
and liberties of the people. 

At last the question being called for, and 
Put, Whether the word ‘ secure,’ should stand? 

¢ was carried in the affirmative, by 249 votes 
against 87: and a committee wis appointed to 
draw up the said Address. 


Lhe Commons’ Address of sti January 
22. Sir George Oxenden reported the Address 
drawn up by the committec, which was agreed 
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to, and on the following day the House present- 
ed the same to the King as follows: 
‘¢ Most Gracious Sovereign, 

“6 We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain iu 
parliament assembled, beg leave humbly to 
return our sincere and unfeigned thanks for 
your Majesty’s most gracious speech: from the 
throne. | 

‘‘ We congratulate your Majesty upon the 
safe arrival of his royal highness the prince of 
Wales, so much to the joy and satisfaction of 
your Majesty and all your people. 

“We are notinsensible of the various and ex- 

tensive views, which must naturally arise in 
settling and reconciling the different interests 
and pretensions of so many different powers, 
parties to the treaties of Hanover and Vienna; 
and we acknowledge, with the utmost grati- 
tude, your Majesty’s great wisdom and pra-— 
dence, in avoiding, as far as was possible, all 
occasions of difficulties and delays, by con- 
certing the most expeditious-methods of con- 
cluding, with honour and justice, the nego- 
tiations depending at Soissons. 
_ “ We have the happiness to see your Ma- 
jesty indefatigable in the pursuits of the inter- 
ests of your people ; accommodating and com- 
posing the public differences, declining the 
temptation of ‘military glory, and chusing ra- 
ther to secure to your subjects their just rights 
and possessions, by the milder arts of modera- 
tion and forbearance, than to plunge the 
nation unnecessarily into infinite and unknown 
expences. 

‘But your faithful Commons are so fully 
convinced, that your own honour, and the 
honour of your kingdoms, are considerations 80 
dear to your Majesty, and so inseparable froma 
your royal mind, that we can, with the great- 
est confidence imaginable, entirely rely upon 
your Majesty’s undoubted valour and resolu- 
tion to do yourself and the nation justice, 
whenever a proper occasion calls upon you for 
it; and we cannot in the least duubt, from 
your Majesty's constant and due regard to the 
rights, privileges, and interests of your people, 
but that your princely care will equally ex- 
tend itself to the securing our commerce, and 
obtaining a just satisfaction for the many and 
great losses sustained by your trading subjects. 

“ The mutual harmony and fidelity, so firmly 
established and subsisting between your Ma- 
jesty and your Allies, cannot fail to create in 
your Commons the highest satisfaction ; and 
it is with pleasure we observe, that all endea- 
vours und attempts to separate and dissolve | 
this happy union, of such consequence to yout 
kingdoms, and so essential to the preserving 
the peace and tranquillity of Europe, have 
proved vain and unsuccessful. 

“ We Leg leave to assure your Majesty, that 
we will, with the greatest chearfulness, raise 
the supplies necessary for answering and de- 
fraying the charges and expences of the en- 
suing year, and will not fail to make the 
proper disposition of the growing produce of 
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the sinking fund. And if, after all your Ma- 
jesty’s unwearied endeavours to procure a safe 
and honourable peace, a rupture should be- 
come unavoidable, your Majesty may depend 
upon the zeal and affection of this House, ef- 
fectually to support your Majesty, in carry- 
ingon a just and necessary war, and enable 
you to act with vigour in conjunction with your 
allies, as future eveuts and the circumstances 
of public affairs may require. 

“ And as nothing can be more injurious to 
your Majesty’s honour, and the interest and 
reputation’ of your people, than the vile and 
detestable practices of those, who by giving 
hopes of discontents, divisions and difficulties 
ansing here at home, encourage the dilatory 
proceedings that have hitherto retarded the 
conclusion of this important transaction: We 
look with the atmost abhorrence upon the au- 
thors and contrivers of such base and unnatural 
artifices, who suggest the means of distressing 
their country, and clamour at the inconveni- 
enceswhich they themselves have occasioned. 
This makes it highly incumbent upon us to 
give your Majesty the most unfeigned assurance, 
that this House will, by an unshaken duty and 
affection to your Majesty, and by a steady 
perseverance in support of your government, 
convince the world, that no false and gronnd- 
less insinbations, no wicked designs and in- 
trigues whatsoever, shall be able to alter or 
diminish that harmony and good uaderstanding 
between your Majesty and your pariament, 
which our inclinatiou, duty, and interest call 
upon us inviolably to preserve.” 


The King’s Answer.) To this Address the 
King returned the following Answer : 


“ Gentlemen, 
_ “I thank you for this very dutiful and affec- 
ionate Address, and for the assurances you 
ve given me of your concurrence and sup- 
_ port in my present engagements: You may 
depend upon it, that the bonour and interest 


of my people shall be my principal care and 
Concern, in all events.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Number of 
the Land Forces.) January $31. The Commons 
0g in @ grand. Committee on the Supply, a 
motion was made for continuing the same 
Umber of Men for Guards and Garrisons in 
Tee ean, as were provided for the year 
28, amounting to 22,955 men. 
ea was strongly opposed by Mr, William 
: Stand and Mr. Shippen, who urged, That 
with ding Army was altogether inconsistent 
ie Our laws and constitution : that there is 
nstance of any regular force kept in Eng- 
henge oe of peace, before the unfortunate 
sees of king Charles 1, That the Armies that 
wie in former days, either to suppress 
Were ad commotions, gr fur foreign service, 
occasion 2 disbanded immediately after those 
time of nba over: that the army in the 
and o ing Charlies 1 proved no fess fatal 
PPressive to the parliament that raised it, 
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than to the king himself whose head they cut 
off: for though they were raised in defence of 
liberty, yet they served at jast to support an 
usurper, and to establish an arbitrary military 
government: that the army king James 2 
raised was the primary cause of his misfortunes, — 
as it roused the true English spirit, and created 
those fears and jealousies, which bis subsequent 
acts of power and bigotry made afterwards 
appear to be but too well grounded : that the 
nation were so sensible of the dangers they 
had escaped, by the seasonatle coming over 
of a Deliverer, that one fundamental Article 
for the establishment of our Liberties, in the 
Bill of Rights, is, ‘ That the keeping up a stand- 
‘ ing army in time of peace, is contrary to law ;’ 
that, accordingly, after the Peace of Ryswick 
the greatest part of the army was disbanded ; 
and though, upon the just fear of anew war, 
the parliament complimented king William 
with an establishment of 10,000 men, yet the 
same was not obtained without oppositign ;- 
many honest and sober ‘men, among the 
warmest sticklers for the Revolution, looking 
upon it as an encroachment on our liberties, 
and being justly apprehensive it would prove a 
dangerous precedent: that during the late war, 
our Land-Forces, together with those in our 

ay, amounted to above 200,000 men, the 
ford of which still hes heavy upon us; but 
after the Peace of Utrecht, there was a general 
reduction, except about 12,000 men: that 
upon the late king's accession, when the Re- 
bellion broke out in Scotland and England, the 
army was, indeed, augmented with several re- 
giments, and other additional troops: but these 
were again reduced not long after: that in the 
year 1727, upon the prospeot of the great idlan- 
gers that were apprehended from the Treaty 
of Vienna, an augmentation of about 8000 men 
was moved for inthis House; but the same was 
warmly opposed; nor was it granted but upon 
assurance that this expence sbould cease, as 
soon as the extraordinary occasion that called 
for it was over: that the event has shewn, that 
most of these dangers were ill grounded and 
chimerical, the court of Vienna having readily 
agreed to preliminaries, that have been looked 
upon as a sufficient foundation for a general 
pacification: That, at the solicitations both 
of the Emperor and king of France, the king 
of Spain being prevailed upon to come into 
the same measures, the Congress of Soissons 
was formed, in which, it seems a Provisional 
Treaty has been negotiated, among the minis- 
ters of the principal powers, parties to the 
Treaties of Hanover and Vienna, which has 
been approved of by his Majesty, and his Allies, 
not without reasonable hopes of the concur- 
rence of the courts of Vienna and Madrid: 
That therefore this seemed a most proper time 
to retrench our annual Expences, and by using 
the most exact economy, to shew they were 
willing to ease the nation of the immeuse load 
of Debt that lies upunit: That besides the 
present Establishment of Guards and Garr 
sons in Great Britain, the Forces in Minorca,: 
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Gibraltar, and the West-Indies, we pay for 

12,000 Hessian auxiliaries and subsides to the 

king of Sweden, and the duke of Wolfembuttle: 

And since, by the situation of the Public Af- 

fairs, it was apparent, that those extraordinary 

expences might with safety be lessened, they 
ought to begin with reducing, if not all, at 

Jeast part of the additional Forces that were 

raised two years befure: That his Majesty was 

entirely possessed of the hearts of his people, 
wherein his best security is; but if any thing 
could lessen their affections to the present 
happy Settlement, and make the nation jea- 
_lous and apprehensive of dangers to our ex- 
cellent constitution, it would be tosee such 
numerous Forces kept up, while there was no 
manner of business far them either at howe or 
abroad. 
To this Mr. Walpole and Mr. Doddington 
answered, ‘ That arguments against Standing 
- Armies drawn from antient times, were foreign 
and inconclusive, since, in those days, there 
were no regular forces kept up in any part of 

Europe; whereas at present, there is no king- 
dom vor state without them: That the sup- 

osed inconveniences and dangers from Stand- 
ing Armies ovght not to be of any weight, 
since more instances might be produced of 
thear being beneficial than of their being burt- 
ful; for many States, and, in particular, the 

Republic of Holland, owe the preservation of 
their liberties to their regular troops; and 
others have been enslaved by encroaching am- 
hitious neighbours for want of thew: That the 
body of Forces now on the establishment, 
though Jarger than in former times, could give 
no jealousy or umbrage to any reasonable 
Englishman; for, if it deserves the name of 
an army, it is but an annual and parliamentary 
army, under the severest and strictest discipline, 
and nut only dependent upon, but subservient 
and usetul to the civil power; and therefore it 
was no less unjust than absurd, to entertuin and 
Infuse appreheasions from such an army: ‘That 
as long as the main reasons, for which our na- 
tional forces were encreased, subsisted, so long, 
in prudence, ought that addition to be kept up. 
That the public affairs have now, indeed, a 
fairer aspect than some years ago, yet no rea- 
sonable man would have the army reduced he- 
fore 1 peace is fully concluded: That a provi- 
sional Treaty for that purpose had been con- 
certed at Soissons, and approved of by his 
Majesty and his allies; but at this project was 
not yet accepted, ei-her by the court of Vienna 
or that of Madrid, the fate of Europe was still 
undetermined; and therefore tu reduce our 
forces in sucha state of uncertaisty, which, 
of course implies danger, would be the highest 
piece of folly, and expose the nation to fresh 
Insults and depredations from the Spaniards. 

_ Then the question being put upon the mo- 
tion, the following resolutions were carried: 
without dividing. 4.‘ That the number of ef- 
fective men to be provided for guards and gar- 
risons in Great Britain, and for Guernsey 
and Jersey, for the year 1749, be, including 


PARL. HISTORY, 2 Gzoncz II. 1729.—Debate ow the Hessian Troops. 


[6&0 


1,815 invalids, and 555 men, which the six Ine 
dependant companies consist of, for the service 
of the highlands, 22,955 men, commission and 
non-cominission officers included. 2. That the 
suin of 784,983/. 12s. 10d. be granted to his 
Majesty for defraying the charge of the said 
22,955 effective men, for guards, garrisons, 
and otber his Majesty’s land forces in Great 
Britain, Guernsey and Jersey, forthe year 
1729,’ 


Mr. W. Pulteney’s Observations on the Public 
Debt.} Feb. 3. Sir George Saunders, from the 
commissioners of the navy, laid before the 
Iiouse, an Account of the Amount of the In- 
terest-money which had been paid for Navy 
and Victualling Bills. from the 25th of De 
cember, 1721, to the 25th of December, 1728. 
This account gave occasion to 

Mr. Pulteney to take notice, That notwith- 
standing the good ceconomy that was said to be 
established in the management of the revenues, 
the public debts still increased every year; to 
which the Courtiers answered, That the cone 
trary plainly appeared, from the produce of 
the Sinking Fund, by means where, the Sup- 
plies for this year would be raised, without lay- 
lug any new taxes. 

Hereupon it was moved, “ That this House 
will raise the supplies necessary fur the current 
service of this year, without creating any vew 
debt upon any fund whatsoever:” But the 
question being put thereupon, it passed in the 
negative, 


Debtors’ Relief Bill.] Feb. 6. In the House 
of Lords the Earl of Strafford took notice of 
the hardships of Insolvent Debtors in England, 
which his lordship observed, was worse than 
in Turkey, where, if atter nine months imprison- 
ment it appeared that they were unable to 
satisfy their creditors; they were upon oath of 
delivering up their all released by law. 

The earis of Aylesturd aud ma and lord 
Bingley, pressed very much the hardslip of 
imprisoning persons who are absolutely iu- 
solvent. | 

The Lord Townshend observed, that the case 
of many debtors was, Ly the uumercifulness of 
their creditors, worse thau that of gailey slavea, 
who areprovided fur and kept clean; whereas 
in England they are in a starving cane 
dition, and rotting i a gool. dls lordship 
thereupon moved, “ ‘That Lists be sent up 
from all the Prisons in England af the debtors 
under confinement, and for what ume, aud for 
what sum, which wus ordered accordingly.” 
—Qa the 1ith of March a Report was made 
from the Committee appointed to Consider af 
the Uyse of Debtors, with respect t@ the ime 
prisonment of their persons; andthe Judges 
were ordered to bring in a Bul therreupoa. 


Debate in the Commons upon the Hessen 
Troops.) Feb. ¥. Mr. Pelham laid wetore the 
House a copy of the establishment of the diles- 
sian Forces for the year 1729; and then, a a 
grand committee, the (emmons considered 


631} 


the Subsidies peyable te foreign princes. Mr. 
Pelham, sir William Yonge, erd some other 
mémbers, having shewnathe necessity of making 
good bis Mujesty’s eagagements, which the 
Commons had made their own, by approving 
them; 

Mr. W. Pulteney said thereupon, He had 
80 great regard for the king’s hooour, that he 
would readily, at any time, give his vote to 
enable his Majesty to answer and discharge his 
engagements ; but that, atthe same time, out of 
regard to thew country whom they represented, 
and who laboured under a beavy load of 
debts and taxes, he thought it a duty incum- 
bent on them, to retrench all superfluous ex- 
pences: That in relation to the demand now 
before them, he would not enter upon the in- 
quiry, whetber such a large body of Hessian 
auxilaries was necessary at a time of perfect 
trauguithty, at least, of inaction : -but he begged 
leave to observe, that the Landgrave of Hesse- 
Cassel used to keep 7,000 men constantly in 
his pay ; and as he had only added 5,000 men 
tomake up the 12,000, which te was to furnish 
to the allies of Hanover, it seemed but reason- 
able that Great Britain should pay for no more 
than these 5,000 additional troops; adding, 
That the same might be said, with respect to 
the duke of Wuiltenbuttle, who, notwithstand- 


ing the subsidy he received from Great Britain, 


maintained: no more troops than he did be- 
fore.”” Uereupon 

Sir Robert Walpole endeavoured to justify 
the measures that had been taken, in conse- 
quence of the Hanover alliance ; and in par- 
ticular to shew how useful this body of 12,000 
Hessians had been, towards preventing the 
kindling of a war, for which the court of 
Vienna, with the assistance of Spanish subsidies, 
had made great preparations, and, in order 
thereto, had retained troops of three electors, 
besides the augmentation of xsown. Adding, 
That for his part, he was fully convinced, that 
had it not been for the Hessians, the Emperor 
would not have come into the Preliminaries, 


and other pacific measures ; and therefore they: 


ought not to grudge an expence, which had al- 
ready proved so beneficial to the tranquillity 
of Esrope. 

To this, sir Joseph Jekyll and Mr. Lutwyche 
replied, ‘That whatever gloss might be put 
upon such sneasures, yet, in their opinion, they 
‘were repugnant to the constant maxims, by 
which England, in former times, steered and 
squared its conduct, with relation to its interest 
abroad : that when our glorious ancestors had 
any quarrels with their neighbours, they brave- 
ly fought them ullthey cither beat them into 
pence, or torced them to buy it; of which 
there were many instances in our history: 
that our Navy is our natural strength; and, if 
well managed, our best defence anc security : 
bat if, in order to avoid a war, we are so con- 
descending and s0 free-hearted as to buy and 
maintaio the forces of foreign princes, we are 
never like to see un end of such extravagant ex- 
peaces. 
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“They werereplied to by sir Philip Yorke aud 
Mr. Talbot; but ag last, by a Majority of 258 
voices aguinst 91, the followiag Resolutions. 
were carried, viz. ff. That the sam of 
241,2591. 18. 3d. be granted to bis Majesty for 
defraying the expence of 12,000 Hessians, 
taken into his Majesty's pay, for the year 1729. 
2. ‘Lhe sum of 50,000/. tor ope year’s Subse 
sidy to the king of Sweden, pursuant to 
treaty dated the 14th of March, 1726-7. 3. 
The stun of 25,000/, for ove year’s subsidy te 
theduke of Woltenbuttle, pursuant to a treaty 
dated the 25th ef Nov. 1727.” ) 


Feb. 10. These Resolutions being reported 
were agreed to by the House, without dividing : 
but it was resolved to address his Majesty, 
‘‘ That whenever it shall be necessary to take 
any Foreign Troups into his service, he will be 
graciously pleased to use his endeavours, that 


they be clothed with the Manufactures of 


Great Britain.” 


Petition of the American Merchants relate 
tng to the Depredations of the Spaniards.} 
Feb. 21. A Petition of the Merchauts trading 
to, and interested in the British Plantations in 
America, in behalf of themselves and many. 
others, was presented to the House, and sead, 
complaining of great interruptions, for several 
years, past, of the trade of this kingdom to the 
Briush colonies in America, by the Spaniards, 
whose Depredations in those seas endasger 
the entire loss of that valuable trade ; and that 
the petitioners are without remedy, for want of 
proper powers for the recovery of their iosses ; 
and that the Spaniards treat such of his Majes- 
ty’s subjeets, as have fallen into their hands, in 
a very barbarous and cruel manner ; and pray- 
ing the consideration of the House, and such 
timely remedy as the [louse shall think fit. This 
Petition, after some debate, was referred to a 
Cummittee of the whole [louse. 


Resolution forbidding the Publication of the 
Proceedings of the eee Feb. 18. A Coma 
plaint being made to the House of Commons of 
a printed Pamphlet, intituled, “ The Gloucester 
Journal; withthe most material occurrences, fo- 
reign and domestic: Tuesday, February 11th, 
1729: Gloucester: printed by R. Raikes: 
wherein the Proceedings of this louse are print- 
ed, in contempt of the Order, and in breach ofthe 
privilege, of this House: The said Pamphlet 
was delivered in at the table, and a paragraph 
therein was read. 

Ordered, That the said R. Raikes do attend 
this House upon this day fortnight. 


Feb. 26. A Petition of Robert Raikes, of 
the city of Gloucester, Stationer and Printer, 
was presented to the Ilouse, and read; setting 
forth, ** That, before the beginning of this ses- 
sion of Parliament, he gave orders to his servant 
not to insert in his journal any of the Votes or 
Resolutions of this House : that the Paragraph 
complained of, was inserted without his know- 
lege, and was taken (as he is infurmed) from a 
news-letter, sent by Bir. Gytheus (clerk of the 
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Bristol road) or his assistant, to the King’s 
Head Inu Gloucester: That: the Petitioner is 
very illofafever, keeps his bed, and is not able 
to travel: and praying, that he may be ex- 
cused from attending the House.” 

Ordered, That the said Robert Raikes, who 
was ordered to attend this House upon Tues- 
day morning next, be discharged from such at- 
tendance. | 

Resolved nem. con. “ That it is an indignity 
to, and a Breach of the Privilege of, this House 
for any person to presume to give, in written or 
printed news-papers, any Account, or Minutes 
of the Debates, or other Proceedings, of this 
House, or of asy Committee thereof.” 

Resolved, nem. con. ‘“ That, upon discovery 
ofthe authors,-printers, or publishers, of any 

‘such written or printed news-paper, this House 
will proceed against the offenders with the ut- 
minst severity.” 


Motion for an Account of 60,0001. charged 

Jor Secret Service.] March 11. A motion was 
made, “ That an humble Address be presented 
to his Majesty, that he would direct the proper 
officers to lay before the House a particular 
affd distinct account of the distribution of the 
sum of 60,0002. which in an Account laid be- 
fore this House, shewing how the money given 
for the service of the year 1748, has been dis- 
posed of, is charged to have been issued to per- 
fect and fulfil the obligations his Majesty is 
under, on account of engagements entered into 
and concerted, for securing the trade and navi- 
gation of this kingdom, and for restoring and 
preserving the peace of Europe.” Which was 
agreed to. 


A Bill against Bribery at Elections ordered 
to be brought in.) March 13. A Bill was or- 
dered to be brought in, * For the more effec- 
tual preventing Bnbery and Corruption in the 
electinns of Members to serve in Parliament.’ 


Petition of the Portuguese, Spanish and Ita- 
lian Merchants relating to the Depredations of 
the Spaniards.| The same day, Petitions of 
divers Merchants trading to Boitgal: Spain, 
and Italy, &c. were presented to the House 
and read, complaining of great losses for seve- 
ral years past, by their ships and effects having 
been seized in the barbours of Spain, and 
taken at sea by Spanish men of war and 
Aina and confiscated ; and though regu- 
ar application had been made for redress, and 
proofs given of the losses: and satisfaction 
might have been demanded at the court of 
Madrid, yet no benefit had been received there- 
by ; and therefore praying the consideration of 
the House, and such relief as to the House shall 
seem fit. These Petitions were referred to 
the. Committee of the whole House.® 


* « The Depredations of the Spaniards still 
continuing in the American seas, the anti-mi- 
nisterial party omitted nothing that cquld per- 
suade the nation, that these violences and in- 
sults werg owing to the tameness of the British 
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REPRESENTATION FROM THE Board or 
TraDE ASSERTING THE RicHT OF THE SuB- 
Jects oF Great Britarn to cut Locwoop 
IN THE Bay or Campeacuy.] This day, Mr. 
Docminique from the Commissioners for Trade 
and Piautations, presented to the Huuse of 


ministry, who were afraid of breaking with 
Spain, The truth is, the ministry had been a. 
little too averse to vinient measures. They were 
fully persuaded, and not without good grounds, 
that most of the captures were of vessels which 
had been concerned in an illicit trade with the 
Spaniards, and therefore it was unjust upon 
their account only, to hazard a war with that 
crown. But.it happening that a few captures 
of ships trading lawfully, had been made by 
the Spaniards, the opposition improved and 
heightened this circumstance so much to their 
own advantage, and so greatly to the prejudice 
of the minister, that the dissatisfaction on that 
account was general all over the nation. The 
city of Bristol and the port of Liverpool were 
amongst the first tbat petitioned the parliament 
on that account, and many members, who, 
upon other occasions, were ready to go all 
lengths with the minister, concurred in voting 
for the necessary lights, in an affairthatso nearly 
touched the honour and interest of the nation. 
On the 28th of February the lords commis- 
sioners of the admiralty were ordered to lay 
before the Commons the complaints that had 
been lodged before them by the British mer- 
chants against the Spaniards; and the House 
at the same time came to a Resolution of ad- 
dressing his Majesty, for admiral Hosier’s In- 
structions, and those of the commander in 
chiet, who succeeded him. Though the miois- 
ter saw that the main tendency of all those 
motions was to distress him, he, he did not 
think proper to oppose them, and some of the 
pe auoner and their witnesses were examined 

efore a Committee of the whole House, which 
sat to consider of their several complaints 
against the Spaniards. On the 10th of March 
an Address was voted to his Majesty, for copies 
of all memorials, petitions, and representations 
to himself or bis father, or their secretaries, 
in relation to Spanish captures and British 
ships. 

‘ The Spanish ministry, on the other hand, 
strongly insisted upon the English being excluded 
from all right of cutting logwood in Cam- 
peachy, or of trading to that bay. This was no 
new claim on the part of the Spaniards, it had 
been made by the marquis de Monteleone, so far 
back as the year 1717, and the matter had 
been referred by the then king to the board of 
trade. They gave it as their opinion, that the 
English had a right to cut logwood there, which 
opinion was founded upon no Spaniards being 
found in that country when the English first 
landed there, and that they hed ever since ex- 
ercised the-cutting of wood in that country, and 
that in the year 1669, the aumbers of English log- 
wood-cutters settled in the Laguno de Term 
nos, were so considerably increased, that great 
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Commons, pursuant to their Order of Tuesday 
last, copy of a Representation from the Board 
of Trade, relating to the Right of the Subjects 
of Great Britain to cut Logwood in the bay of 
Campeachy ; which Representation follows; 


A REPRESENTATION 


From the Honourable Board.of Trade to his 
late Majesty King George 1. asserting and 

’ roving the Right of the Subjects of Great 
Bouin to cut Locwoop in the Bay or 
CamMPEacuy. 


To the King’s most excellent Majesty, 
May it please your Majesty, 

The right honourable Paul Methuen, esq. 
one of your Majesty’s principal secretaries of 
state, having transinitted to us on the 15th of 
November last, by order of his royal highness, 
e letter or memorial he had received from the 
marquis de Monteleone, ambassador extraor- 
dinary from his Catholic Majesty, relating to 
the trade carrying on in the West Indies, and 
to the settlement made by your Majesty's sub- 
jects ou the island of Trist, and on or near the 
dake or marsh de Terminos, in the province of 
Jucatan : in.which parts he represents, ‘ That 
‘ they employ themselves in cutting of logwood, 
‘ or (as the Spaniards call it) Campeachy wood, 
“and that the Spanish viceroy and governor 
‘ had proposed to dislodge them from thence, 
‘ but that his said Catholic Majesty would not 
‘ send his orders before he had given your Ma- 
‘ jesty notice of it, not doubting, but that ac- 
‘ cording to all the treaties of peace, and par- 
* ticularly that made at Utrecht, your Majesty 
‘ would oblige your said subjects to leave the 


quantities of lugwood were transported both to 
Jamaica and New England... This being the 
state of that trade in 1669, and-the American 
treaty being concluded in 1670, which, by the 


clause of uti possidetis, confirmed to the Eng- |, 


lish all their possessions in America, their log- 
wood trade and possessions upon the bay of 


‘Campeachy, were thereby clearly confirmed. 


Nevertheless, the maxims of the Spanish go- 
vernment admitting no competition about what 
they looked upon to be their property in Ame-. 
rica, in 1672, they began to question the Eng- 
lish right to that trade. For on the 22nd of 
June that year, the queen regent of Spain pub- 
lished a royal cedula, inyporting, § That such as 
“should make an invasion, or trade without 
* licence in the ports of the Indies, should be 
‘ proceeded against as pirates, &c.’ This ce- 
dala was constructed by the Spaniards in Ame- 
rica, to inhibit the Boglish from cutting log- 
wood in Campeachy, and they actually confis- 
cated all English ships that had any on board. 
This, however, being an act of unjust power, 
and oot acquiesced in by the English, their 
right to the settlements in Campeachy and the 
logwood trade, was not thereby weakened, the 
treaty of Utrecht confirmed it, because, after 
confirming the Ameriean treaty, a stipulation 
is inserted,‘ That the same shall be without 
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‘ aforesaid lake de Terminos, and give positive 
‘ orders to your governors at Jamaica, and of 
‘ the other islands, not to suffer the least trade 
‘ to be carried on for Campeachy woud, and to 
‘ declare, that if, in the space of eight months, 
‘ they du not leave the said place, they shall be 
‘ looked upon and used as pirates,” 

We beg leave to represent tu your Majesty, 
that although we did humbly propose such 
methods as we esteemed proper and necessary 
to support the cutting of logwood in the West 
Indies, when the said Mr. Methuen was on 
departure for Madrid, yet on this occasion, : 
when a trade of so great importance to our 
navigation and the American colonies, is in 
danger of being lost, we have again carefully 
perused the books and papers in our office, and 
received from the merchants and others the 
fullest information we can. hope to obtain, 
which hath taken up much time; and we do 
now humbly crave leave to lay before your ° 
Majesty the past and present state of this trade, 
with the arguments that formerly engaged your 
Majesty’s royal predecessors to protect and supe 
port the same; to which we shall add some 
observations, and the reasons that induce us , 
to conclude your Majesty’s subjects have now 
as full and ample right to this trade, as to any 
other liberty or privilege that has been allowed 
by the'crown of Spaiu, and enjoyed by them, 
hy virtue of any treaty whatsoever, 

In the first place, therefore, it must be ob- 
served, That logwood is one of the products of . 
the province of Jucatan, which extends itself 
inte the north sea, in form of a peninsula, 
about 100 leagues in length, The Spaniards 
are possessed of San Francisco.de Campeachy, 


‘any prejudice to any liberty or power, which 
‘the subjects of Great Britain enjoyed be- 
‘ fore, either through right, sufferance, or in- 
© dulgence.’ 

‘© Such is the substance of this famous Re-. 
presentation, which was now laid before the 
House of Commons, to whom several other 
petitions about this time from merchants and 
others complaining of Spanish depredations, 
were presented. These complaiuts coming so 
thick, raised a flame in the mation, which the 
minister durst not attempt to stifle; but it is 
uncertain, whether he did not connive at some 
oflicious writings, which represented the peti- 
tioners in no favourable light, and the petitions 
as destitute of real foundation, These writings 
and pamphlets did inconceivable prejudice to 
the miniscer, who, as has been observed before, 
generally employed the press very injudie 
ciously, and no arts were wanting on the part 
of the opposition to persuade the public, that 
he secretly abetted the Spaniards in their de- 
predations. Though nothing could be more 
ridiculous and groundless than this accusation, 
yet still the minister bore it with invincible pa- 
tience, and without throwing the least obstacle 
in the way of the Committee, which sat from 
day to day upon the Spanish depredations.” 
Tindal. | . 
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its capital town and port, which has been thrice 
taken by the English, and besides they have 
two other inland towns, Meridia and Valla- 
dohd, of no great importance, having few in- 
habitants; bat the rest of the province, before 
the logwood catters were settled, wasin a man- 
ner wholly desolate and unmbabited. 

Nevertheless, it must be allowed, that the 
Spaniards had, from time to time, cut wood in 
feveral places near their own settlements; but 
during the hostilities that were coumsrtted im 
the West Indies before the year 1667, they de- 
serted that employment, being frequently in- 
terrepted by the privatcers, both by sea and 
land, who by degrees becoming acquainted 
with the coasts, and with those parts where the 
wood grew, that weré most remote from the 
Spaniards, they at last fell into the trade, and 
Isid the fourdation of their fature establish- 
ment. 

Their first settlements were near to cape Ca- 
toche : but upon (if not before) the publica- 
tion of the treaty coneluded at Madrid in 1667, 
by the earl of Sandwich, they likewise settled 
near Suma-Sunta, adjacent to the Laguna de 


Terminos, and to Trist and Beef islands, which |. 


bemg the most convenient place for cutting of 
wood, and a tolerable harbour for their ships 
and vessels, the whole trade soon centered 
there. For notwithstanding the aforesaid 
treaty was principally intended to settle and 
adjust out commerce with his Catholic Majes- 
ty’s deminions in Earope, yet ‘ a general, firm 
“and perfect amity, confederation and peace 
‘ being thereby agreed, and concluded (as in 
“the first article) between the two crowns, to. 
* be observed inviolably, as well by land as by 
‘ sea and fresh waters, and bétween the coun- 
€ tries, kingdoms, dominions and territories l:v- 
© longing unto or ander the obedience of either 
*of them,’ &e. It was concluded, that the 
peace extended to America as well as Europe; 
whereupon many of the British privateers thac 
had hetore used those seas, to the great inter- 
ruption of commerce, weré then induced to quit 
their former course, and to settle with the 
tog wood cutters'm the Laguna de Terminos ; 
so that in the year 1669, their numbers were 
considerably increased, and gréat quantities of 
wood were transported both to Jamaica and 
New England. 

The American treaty for restraining depre- 
dations in those parts being afterwards con- 
cluded by sir William Godolphin in Jaly, 1670, 
added to their streneth by encouraging several 
others of the privateers of seamen, to ‘fall in 
with this employment of cutting wond, to which 
it was now generally supposed they had a right 
by the said treaty. 

And as the logwood trade was of the greatest 
importance to Jamaica, on the 10th of March, 
4671, sir Thomas Lynch, then governor of 
that island, not having received any orders how 
- to govern himself in this affair, transmitted to 
the Lords of the Council the reasons that in- 
duced him to encourage the same under proper 
regulations, : 
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1. That the English had done so for divers 
years. 

2. It was in desolate and uninhabited places. 

3. That this seems a possession granted by 
the American treaty. 

4. It might give a right to seclude the Dutch 
and the French, if we should break with Spain, 

5. The Spaniards had not, to that time, 
made any complaints of it. 

6. This employ makes the reducing of the 
privateers more easy. And 

7. That it will employ 100 sail annually, 
and bring in more to his Majesty’s customs and 
nation’s trade, than any colony the King 

ath, 

While these arguments were under con- 
sideration, the earl of Arlington laid before the 
lords of the Committee, a letter from sir Thomas 
Modyford the late governor of Jamaica, dated 
the 16th of May 1672, wheréin, after he had 
given an account of the great extent or com- 
pass of the country, in which the lodgwood 
grows; how meanly the Spanish towns, on the 
toresaid tract of laud were peopled; and of the 
places frequented by the Enylish, be adds, 

“ That they have used this trade for three 
years past, at first finding it by the sea-side, 
but afterwards being forced to go four or five” 
miles up into the country for their refreshment, 
they had planted Indian provisions, and built 
houses there tu keep themselves and their pro- 
visions from the san and rain; That, in gene- 
ral, they had affirmed to him, never to have — 
seen any Spaniards or other person, in all the 
time of ther working, althowgh they bad gone 
8ix or seven miles farther into the country to 
kill deer, &c. This possession, he says, in the 
West-Indies, is held the strongest that can be, 
viz. felling of wood, building of houses, and 
clearing and planting the ground.” 

Sir Thoma Lynch, to confirm what he had 
before asserted, and to justify his proceedings, 
in November 1679, sends home the copies of 
several depositions he had taken from tle mas- 
ters of ships, and others concerned in the log- 
wuod trade, and a prociamation he had issued 
out for the better regulation and security there- 
of, importing, 

That whereas he was informed, by the oaths 
of many credible witnesses, that his Majesty's 
subjects have used to hunt, fish, and cut wood 
in divers bays, islands, and parts of the conti- 
nent, not frequented or possessed by any of the 
subjects of his Catholic Majesty, aud bad, for 
some years, peaceably done the same without 
any molestation ; nevertheless, divers vessels 
having been seized at anchor and under sail by 
some pirates and fugitives of this island, aud 
being in danger of being so surprised again, 
therefore he orders and appoints all vessels 
sailing out of the Port Royal, for the aforesard 
lawful employments, to go out together a 
smail squadrons, four at least in company, an 
to give bond to keep company with, and to 
obey him, whom he should make commander 
for the voyage, and their mutual defence, pi 
what they should lawfully do i their own d& 
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fence, and for the preservation of his Majesty’s | 


subjects, their ships and goods, be authorised 
and warranted, &c. ' 

In January following, the secretary to the 
Lords of the Commitice, by their order, advises 
the said sr Thomas Lynch, That he had ac- 
guainted him with their lordships’ pleasure 
fully, concerning cutting of logwood, and that 
they did altogether allow of the same, provided 
chose rules were observed, which they had for- 
meriy direcied, and which were agreeable to 
what the said yovernor himself had already 
mentioned. ' 

This allowance of carrying on the trade as 
aforesaid, gave fresh vigour to those engaged in 
it, though about this ume the Spaniards began 
to interrupt them in the urosecution thereof, 
and to dispute their right to that liberty they 
had so long quietly enjoyed. 

For we must insist on it, 2s an undoubted 
and ancontested fact, that from the publica- 
tion of the creaty in 1667, until about two 
years after the conclusion of the American 
treaty, the loywood cutters had never been in 
the least disturbed or molested in their em- 
ployment, enter directly or indirectly; nor 
does it appear, thut the Spanish governors took 
any embrage at it, or made any complaint 
aboat it; much less did they pretend to an ex- 
elusive night, or that it was contrary to the 
laws of their commerce. 

Nay, so far were they from expressing any 
resentment on this account, or making it a pre- 
tence to justify the first hostilities they com- 
mitted, in viviation of the treaties both of 1667 
and 1670; that when sr Thomas Lynch sent 
to Don Fernando Francisco Descavedo, the 
governor of St. Franciscu de Campeachy, to 
demand satisfaction for two English ships which 
had logwood on board, and were taken by some 

rsh men of war; in his answer to that 
charge on the 6th of April 1672, be takes no 
notice of our cutting logwood, or that those 
sbips bad any on board, or that we bad settled 
on the Laguna de Terminos, nor had be any 
otber complaint to make by way of retaliation, 
gave that an English vesse! bad taken a Spanish 
bark at the Laguna de Terminns bound to To- 
basco, which is the more remarkable, because 
the said Laguna was, at that time, and had been 
several years, actually in vur possession. 

Ie must likewise be farther urged, That be- 
fore the queen regent of Spain had publisted a 
royal Cedula, bearing date the 22d of June 
1672, whuch orders, ‘ That such as should make 
* invasion, or trade without licence in the ports 
£ of the Indies, shuld be proceeded 2grinst as 
¢ pirates, &c.’ It does not appear that cutting 
of logwood was esteemed by the Spaniards to 
be an iavasion, and trading without licence; 
bat by virtue of this Cedula, it was at length 
carried to that height, that if our ships had but 
amy logwood on buard, they were confiscated 
without remedy. . 

Upon this subject, the earl of Arlington, on 
the 19th of March 1674, wrote to sir William 
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Godolpbio, then ambassador at Madrid, as fol- 
ows: 

‘In a word, his Majesty is so sensible of the 
‘ sufferings of his sabjects in this particular, 
‘ that you must endeavoar, by all the skill you 
‘ have, te procure some liberty for the cutting 
‘ of logwood, in those remote parts, where the 


‘Spaniards have none, and his Majesty’s gub- . 


‘ jects have bad long abode and residence ; and 
‘ the rather, for that we find, by all the replies 
‘ we have seen, they justify themselves by tha 
‘ single point of cutting logwood, nay, even of 
‘ finding it on board our vessels, which to as 
‘ appears very unreasonable.’ 

And sir Lionel Jenkins, the judge of the ad- 
miralty, in his report to his late Majesty King 
Charles II, of the 8th of October 1675, inti- 
mated, ‘ That the American treaty does require 
‘aa farther elucidation and adjustment be- 
‘ tween your cade at and the crown of Spain 3 
‘ for it appears by the judgment of the Queen, 
‘in the matter of Campeachy, and by their 
‘ Cedulas Reales, that they affix a new inter- 
‘ pretation upon that treaty, in declaring what 
‘shall be private or not private, prize or no* 
‘ prize, without communicating, it seems, with 
* your Majesty, and without publication, that 
‘may reach your Najesty’s subjects.” 

Thus, by a Spanish Auto, or a decree of that 


court, which was inconsistent with, and made. 


(ex post facto) after the ratifications of a public 
and solemn treaty, it was manifestly intended, 
not only to debar the British subjects of that 
liberty they enjoyed before the said treaty was 
made, but in some measure, to deprive them 
of the common right of all nations ; whereas, if 
your Majesty’s subjects did actually hold and 
possess the Laguna de Terminos, and the 
adjacent, at the time of the conclusion of the 
Americano treatz, as hath been already proved, 
the last clause of the 7th article will determine 
to whom the same belongs, viz. 

‘ Moreover, it 1s agreed, that the most serene 
‘ king of Great-Bnitain, his heirs and succes- 
‘ sors, shall have, hold, and keep, and always 
possess, in full right of sovereignty, seniority, 
possession, and propriety, all the lands, coun- 
tries, islands, colonies, and other places, be 
they what they will, lying and situate in the 
West-Indies, or io any part of America, 
which the said king of Great-Britain and his 
subjects now hold and possess, insomuch 
they neither can, nor ought hereafter to be 
cuntested or called in question for them, upon 
any account, or under any pretence whatso- 
ever.’ 
And as long es the 8th article of the same 
treaty suLsists, it will appear very extraordinary, 
that the Spaniards should pretend to any domi- 
nion or power in the ports er havens where 
they neither had Jortifications, nor magazines, 
or in those places which were not possessed by 
them, because these descriptions are aundoubt- 
edly laid down by the treaty, as the sole and 
distinguishing marks of the sovereignty of the 
crown 2 Spain io those parts and places, which 
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only we were to forbear sailing to and trafick- 


ing in, while all other ports and places were left 
open and free. 

But notwithstanding the said treaty was so 
strong in our favour, the Spaniards having there- 
by compassed the two main ends they proposed 
to themselves, viz. 

ist, The securing their West-India trade to 
themselves, by excluding us, and cunsequently 
all other nations, from trafficking with them ; 
‘a point which could never be before obtained, 
though it was strenuously insisted on, in the 
reign of king James I. and afterwards in 1630. 

Qdly, The dispersion of the privateers, who 
had long miserably harrassed and distressed the 
Spaniards’ settlements, and notably checked the 
increase both of their power and trade in those 
parts, but are now entirely reduced, by the 
great care of the English governors, and by their 
entering into the logwood trade. 

Yet the only advantages Great- Britain aimed 
at by the treaty, viz. That her subjects might 
carry on their trade without interruption, and 
peaceably enjoy those places they then held 
and possessed, were, in a great measure, abso- 
Jutely defeated. | 

For, after the publication of the aforesaid 
royal Cedula, many of our ships were made 
prizes, under that pretence, sometimes by Spa- 
nish men of war, at other times by Enghsh pi- 
rates, seduced by the governors into the service 
of Spain, and afterwards by the Biscayneers, 
that were sent to cruise in those seas. 

And, uponthe same pretence, in April 1680, 
several ships under the command of Don 
Philippo de Varedda Villegas, arrived at the 
_ island of Trist and the Laguna de Teriinos, 
attacked our logwood-catters, while separated 
from one another, and dislodged them from 
thence. 

Moreover, the Spanish governors encouraged 
by this success, and little regarding the just right 
of your Majesty, or your subjects, even to plan- 
tations still more distance from their dominions, 
did soon resolve upon another expedition, and 
in. 1682 surprized New Providence, one of the 
Bahama islands. 

But these places were again soon repeopled, 
ahd the trade from Trist and the Laguna, in 
_ 1682, was greater than ever. 

The rise and progress of the log-wood trade 
from about the year 1667, to the year 1682, 
being thus stated, and laid before your Majesty, 
we presume it would be too tedious, and not 
_ very material to the point in question, to enter 
into the particulars, how, and in what manner, 
it was afterwards constantly carried on; and 
bow it has been from time to time interrupted 
and supported until the year 1713, when the 
adjustment and settlement thereof was again un> 
der cousideration, both at Madrid and Utrecht. 

But since the Spanish ambassador insists on 
it, that by the treaty of peace made at Utrecht, 
in which (he says) it is stipulated, * That the 
fands or other places which had been taken 
‘in the Indies during the war, should be 
“eviucuated; your Majesty is engaged to 


‘oblige your subjects who are come to the 
“lake de Terminos, to leave it immediately.’ 
We most humbly take leave to represent 
farther to your Majesty: 

That if his excellency would hereby insi- 
nuate, that your Majesty’s subjects are but 
lately, and during the war, come to the 
Laguna de Terminos, that-is a mistake in 
fact, for it appears by the forementioned de- 
positions, sent by sir Thomas Lynch, and sir 
Thomas Modyford, that they were there in 
1669, and for some time, or years before ; and 
it is well known to the Spaniards, that they 
have been ever since possessed of that part.of 
the cquntry, except for two or three months 
after the af Le assault in 1680. 

Neither will what the said ambassador as- 
serts from the treaty, answer the ead tur which 
it was produced. 

By the 8th article it is, indeed, agreed by 
his Catholic Majesty, *‘ not te alienate any of 
‘his territories in the West-Indies, to the 
‘French or any other nation; and upon this 
‘ condition her late Majesty engages, that she 
‘will endeavour and give assistance to the 
‘ Spaniards, that the ancient limits of their do- 
‘minions in America be restored, &c. if it 
‘shall appear that they have in any manner 
‘been broken into, and lessened in any part, 
‘since the death of king Charles 2.’ - But to 
argue from hence, that the una de Ter- 
minos, in possession of the English before the 
year 1670, must be evacuated, when this 
treaty has ouly reference to what lias passed 
since the demuse of the said king Charles 2, is 
very extraordinary. 

ut if the ambassador refers to the memo- 
rial on the affairs of commerce, that was signed 
at Madrid the 13th of July 1713, by the lord 
Lexington, and the marquis de Bedmar, we 
must confess, that the article relating to the 
logwood trade, proposed therein by his lord- 
ship, had not then its effect: but we are as 
sured it‘was from thence, among other things, 
referred to the discussion of the plenipoten- 
tiaries at Utrecht. | 

What passed particularly on this affair at 
Utrecht, doth not appear to us; but by the - 
treaty of commerce concluded the 28th of No- 
vember following (of which the said ambassador 
takes no notice 1n this memorial) and wherein 
the several interests of the two crowns, and 
their subjects, with respect to commerce, were 
more particular'y under consideration, it is 
manifest, that the rights and liberties insisted 
on by the British subjects in the West-Indies, 
were adjusted by the Lords plenipotentiaries, 
and that a clause in the treaty which deter- 
mines this contest relating to the cutting of 
logwood, beyond all possibility of dispute for 
the future, was then agreed upon and con- 
cluded; it being expressly stipulated in the 
first article after the confirmation and ratifi- 
cation of the American treaty in 1670, as 
follows ; | 

‘ Without any prejudice, however, to any 
‘liberty, or power, which the subjects ef 
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¢ Great Britain enjoyed before, either through 
* right, sufferance, or indulgence.’ a 

‘ If therefore this comprebensive clause, 
(which relates only to the West-Indies) con- 
firms, secures, and re-establishes those liber- 
ties, which the subjects of Great Britain en- 
joyed in America before the treaty in 1670, it 
necessarily follows : 


That they having then enjoyed the liberty of 


cutting logwood, withont any interruption (as 
hath been proved) either through right, suf- 
ferance, or indulgence, they sre again in- 
titled by this treaty, to the same liberty, in as 
plain and express words as can be used or 
Imagined. 

And that your Majesty may be more fully 
apprized of the importance of this trade, the 
same will be effectually demonstrated by the 
following account of the quantities of logwood 
imported since the war, viz. 


T. <. Q. Ih. 

Io 1718 - - -'- = 2189 15 3 22 

1714 - - - - + 4878 14 3 24 

1715 - « - - + 5863 12 1 14 
1716 - - = = = 2052 17 

In four years, Tons 141965 00 $ 09 
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been (at least) suffered to enjoy the liberty of 
cutting logwood as aforesaid, before the con- 
clusion of the American treaty (although your 
ts le Se a not insist on your said right 
to the Laguna de Terminos) yet that the same 
liberty is absolutely granted and,confirmed by 
the treaty of commerce made at Utrecht. 

And we do farther think it our duty to re- 
present to your Majesty, that although the 
said Spanish ambassador seems to declare in 
his memorial, that no attempt should be made 
to dislodge your subjects settled on the Laguna 
de Terminos, in a less time than eight months 
from the date of his said memorial; yet they 
were dislodged and taken prisoners in the 
saine month the memorial was delivered, as 
appears by several affidavits sent to this board 
by general Hamilton, your Majesty’s governor 
of the Leeward islands. 

All which is most humbly submitted. 
(Signed,) Suffolk, J. Chetwynd, Charles 
Cooke, J. Molesworth, D. Pulteney, M. 
Bladen.—W bitehall, Sept. 25th, 1717. 


Resolution of the House relating to the De-. 
Then the House, 
having resolved itself into the said Coinmitree, 
considered farther of the Petitions of divers — 


That is, communibus annis, tons 3741, merchants aod others, interested in the British, 


which cannot be computed at less than 
60,000l. per annum, though the price is at pre- 
sent reduced from 40/. to 16/. per ton, where- 
as, before your Majesty’s subjects were settled 
there,! it was worth 100/. the ton. 

Nor is this trade less necessary than bene- 
ficial to your Majesty’s dominions, by reason 
of the great encouragement it gives to our sea- 
men and shipping, which at all times requires 
a particular attention, but now especially, 
when it is daily observed, that very many 
British mariners, either through defect of the 
laws, for want of employment at home, or in 
bopes of greater advantage abroad, enter them- 
selves into foreign service. 

Upon the whole, therefore, we are humbly 
of opinion ; 

That the subjects of this your Majesty’s 
kingdom, for sone years before, as well as after 
the conclusion of the American treaty in 


1670, did enjoy an uninterrupted liberty of. 


cutting logwood in the Laguna de Terminos, 
and in other places not inhabited by the Spa- 
niards in the province of Jucatan, either 
through right, sufferance, or indulgence. 


That the said American treaty did establish 


aright in the crown of Great Britain to the 
Laguna de Terminos, and the parts adjacent ; 
those places, at the time of the treaty, and 
for some years before being actually in pos- 
session of the British subjects. 

That the royal Cedula issued out by the 
caurt of Spain, was a violatiow of the afore- 
said treaty, forasmuch as the carrying on the 
trade to the Laguna de Term’ 10s, was there- 
by interpreted an invasion, an J the lugwood- 
eutters accounted pirates. 

And that your Majesty’s wubjects having 


plantations in America; proceeded in the far- 
ther hearing of the Petitioners; went through 
the Evidence; and, at last, after some debate, 
put off the farther consideration of that affair, 
to the 20th, but came to the following Resolu-. 
tion, viz. “ That from the Peace concluded gt 
Utrecht, in the year 1713, to this time, the. 
British trade nd navigation to and from the 
several British colonies in America, has been 
greatly interrupted by the continual Depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards, who have seized very 
valuable effects, and have unjustly taken and 
roade prize of great numbers of British ships 
and vessels in those parts, to the great loss and 
damage of the subjects of this kingdom, and in_ 
manifest violation of the Treaties subsisting be- 
tween the two crowns.” ' 


An Address thereon presented to the King.} 
Then Mr. Winnington, by direction from the 
Grand Committee, moved,.and it was accord- 
ingly resolved, nem. con. “* That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to the King, to desire his 


| Majesty will use his utmost endeavours to pre- 


vent such Depredations; to procure just and 
reasunable satisfaction for the losses sustained‘ 
and to secure to his subjects the free exercise 
of commerce and navigation to and from the 
British colonies in America.” 


March 14. Mr. Winnington reported the 
said Resolution, which was agrecd to. 


_ The King’s Answer sented March 17. 
e Commons, q@ith their Speaker, having at- 

tended the King with this Address, his Majesty 

returned the following Answer: - 


‘¢ Gentlemen ; 


‘ I have always had the greatest regard and 
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concern for the Commerce and Navigation of 
my kingdoms; I am seusibly affected with the 
Losses sustained: by my trading subjects; { 
have upon all proper applications given the 
strictest orders for procuring just and reason- 
able satisfaction; and you may be assured, 
_thag I will use my best endeavours to answer: 
the desires and expectations of my people upon 
an affair of so mucli importance.” . 


Proceedings concerning the Restitution of 
Gibraltur.] March 18. The Lords, in a full 
House, considered the State of the Nation, 
particularly with relation to the positive de- 
mand made by the court of Spain, for the Res- 
titudon of Gibraltar, grounded on a Letter® 
written in the year 1721, by his late Majesty to 
the king ef Spain: A copy of that Leiter in 
French, with a translation of it in English, hav- 
ing heen laid befure the House, the said trans- 
Jatiun was read, as follows: 


‘ Sir, My Brother; July 1, 1721. 

“TI have learnt, with great satisfaction, by the 
‘ report of my ambassador at your court, that 
‘ your Majesty is, at last, resolved to remove 
‘ the obsticles that have, for some time, delay- 
“ed the entire accomplishment of wur union, 
* Since, from the contidence your Majesty ex- 
‘ presses towards me, I may Jook upon the 
‘ Treaties which have beenin question hetween 
‘us as re-established; and that accordingly the 
* instruments necessary for carrying on the 
‘ trade of my subjects, will be delivered out: I 
“do no longer balance to assure your Majesty 
* of my readiness to satisfy you, with regard to 
* your demand touching the Restitution of 
* Gibraltar; promising you to make use of the 
‘first favourable opportunity to regulate this 
‘ Article, with consent of my Parliament. And 
© to give your Majesty a further proof of my af- 
* fection, I have ordered my.ambassador, as 
“soon as the negociation, with which he has 
© been charged, shall! be finished, to propose to 
* your Majesty new engagements to be entered 
* into, in concert and jointly with France, suit- 
“ able to the present conjuncture, not only for 
¢ strengthening our univn, but also for securing 
‘the tranquillity of Europe: Your Majesty 
‘may be persuaded that I, on my part, will 
‘shew all the facility imaginable, promising 
© myself that you will do the same, for the mu- 
“ tual benefit of our kingdums, being most per- 
‘ fectly, Sir, my Brother, your Majesty’s Good 
¢ Brother, GrouceE R.’ 

‘To the King of Spain, 
‘ Monsieur, My Brother.’ 


A Motion in the Lords that the King of 
Spain be obliged to renvunce his Claim to 
Gibraltar and Minorca; passes in the Nega- 


_* A motion was mde in the last se-sion of 
king George 1, for laying before the Commons 
® copy of the sai! Letter, but it passed in the 
neyutive; see p. 547. See likewise lord Ba- 
thurst’s, and lord Townsiiend’s Speeches relat- 


lug thereto in the same session p. $35. 
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tive.} Then it being moved to resolve, * That 
fur the honour of his Majesty, and the preserva- 
tion and security of the Trade and Commerce 
of this kingdom, effectual care should be taken 
in the present Treaty, That the king of Spain 
do renounce all claun and pretension to 
Gibraltar and the island of Minorca, in plain 
and strong terms.” 

After debate, the question being put there- 
upon, it was resolved in the negative by 84 
against 31. 


Protest thereon. 
 Dissentient 
1. “ Because we think our riglit to a place 
of such importance to our commerce shoald be 
secured by more than general stipulations, 
which may be liable to different constructions, 
and will probably be interpreted by the Spa- 
niards in their own favour, however we may in- 
terpret thea: in ours. | 
2. * Because the king of Spain, having 
claimed by fis ministers several tines, not only 
from the late king’s positive promise, as he as- 
serts it to be, but from our for‘eiture of it too 
by our infractions of those conditions on which 
he gave it up tous; and having actually be- 
Mieged it since he yielded it to us by treaty, it 
seems reasonable to us, that we should insist 
upon his making his renunciation of it in words 
as plain and strong as he has made his claim 
tu it, especially since, as far as we have heard, 
our plenipotentiaries have not been able to pre- 
vail upon him to shew any inclination to relin- 
quish his pretensions to it, during the lon 
course of these perplexed negotiations, in whic 
we have been unskilfully, as we fear, and we 
are sure we have been anfortunately involved. 
8. “ We think it is incumbent upon us to 
take particular care, that our right to it should 
not in the least be precarious, because, we a 
prehend, we have great reason to fear that 
king of Spain’s allies are very desirous to have 
it again in his hands, and have no reason at alt 
to believe that our own allies are solicitous to 
have it continue in ours: if there should be the 
least room, upon a peace, for the king of Spain’a 
pretensions to it, from any loose or doubtful 
expressions,-we are apprehensive, it may lay q 
foundation for uneasiness and animosity, and 
might interrupt a perfect harmony between us 
and a nation whose friendship must always be 
of the greatest advantage to us. We think our 
zeal tu preserve our title to it, in that most ef- 
fectual manner we proposed, would have terri- 
fied any wicked ministers even from the 
thoughts of giving it up, if ever we should be in 
such wretched circumstances, as to have any 
who might think a war more dangerous to them- 
selves than the nation, and who might for that 
reason be tempted to purchase an inglorious 
peace, at che high price of so valuable a part of 
the British dominions.——(Signed) Beaufort, 
Strafford, Gower, Bathurst, Plymouth, 
Oxford and Mortimer, Berkshire, Scars- 
dale, Boyle, Montjoy, Weston, Wil- 
loughby de Broke, Coventry; Litchfield, 
Craven, Abingdon, Foley.” 
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Then it was resolved, “ That this House doth 
entirely rely upon his Majesty, that he will, for 
maintaining the honour, and securing the trade 
of this kingdom, take eifectual care in the pre- 
sent Treaty, to preserve his undoubted righe to 
Gibraltar and the island of Minorca.” 

March 19. The Lordssent a Message to the 
Commons, desiring a present Conference, re- 
lating to Gibraltar and Minorca: which being 
agreed to, the Managers for the Lords commu- 
nicated to thuse of the Commons the above 
Resolution. 

The lord Malpas, one of the Managers for 
the Commons, having reported the Conference 
to the House, it was resolved to address his 
Majesty for acopy of the Letter written by 
his Inte Majesty to the king of Spajo, in 1721, 
relating to Gibraltar. 
March 21. The said Letter being laid be- 

fore the House, the same was taken into con- 

sideration, together with the Lords’ Resolution, 

above-mentioned; upon which, there was a 

warm debate. Many severe reflections were 

made on those who first advised his late Ma- 

Jesty to write such a Letter, as either implied, 

or at least was taken by the Spaniards, as a 

positive promise of giving up Gibraltar; and 

therefore might be looked upon as the main 

Source and occasion both of the subsequent 
. Measures that have been pursued to recover 

that false step, and of the difficulties we at 

Present labour under. The Courtiers endea- 
\ Voured to justify those measures, and assured 

the House, That effectual care had been taken 

in the present negociation, to secure the pos- 

Session of Gibraltar to the Crown of Great- 

ntain; But the Country-Party answered, 

That the same did not plainly appear by the 


tenor of the Provisional Treaty; and therefore . 


meved, That to the Lords’ Resolution, now 
under consideration, the following words might 
: added, viz. * And that all pretensions on 
the part of the crown of Spain to the said 
places be specifically given up.’ But after 
Some farther debate, the question being put 
Upon the said motion, it was carried in the ne- 
Sart? by 267 voices against 111. After this, 
ae question being put, That this House does 
~eree with the Lords in the said Resolution, 


i ew. tia 
ay - Carried in the affirmative without divid- 


ee 
hie ane ended this business in Parliarhent, 
on, d created so much ill-will, occasioned 
: mers us reports at the time, and which 
cat he eo misrepresented by those who in- 
Ww 
mia € never made, and for violating the 
suppe oat? When, in fact, he defended 
thus eee It. Although the business was 
ton, reas 0 Parliament, yet the asser- 
and ast © miuister did not satisfy Opposition, 
Crifisman affair was again renewed in the 
with incre’ and other periodical publications, 
tive, to ohieck rancour and exaggerated invec- 
Pie ich Walpole never condescended to 
Y reply, these invectives have been 
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‘The same day,a Bill, «For the more effec- 
‘tua. preventing Bribery and Corruption in 
‘the Elecuon of Members to serve in Parlia- 


‘ gat,’ was read the first, and ordered to be 
tead a second time. 


adopted by subsequent historians with no less 
asperity, and have been considered as authen- 
tic facts. Nor is this misrepresentation con- 
fined to the authors of this country: Many 
of the Frencl: writers are totally mistaken 
m theaccount of this negotiation in asserting 
that George thé first promised uncondition- 
ally to restore Gibraltar, __ 

*“‘ In 1715, George the first, fur the purpose 
of avoiding a rapture with Spain, gave full 
powers to the regent duke of Orleans, to offer 
the restoration of Gibraltar; the hostilities 
which followed, annulled the proinise, and af- 
terwards the king of Spain acceded purely and 
simply to the quadruple alliance, without sti- 
pulating the cession. The regent, however, 
witb a view toingratiate himself with the king 
of Spain, and to promote the double marriage 
between the two infants and his two daughters, 
repeatedly renewed the offer in the name of 
George the first, and iuepired Philip with tho 
most sanguine hopes of recovering so important 
a fortress. These expectations being urged by 
Philip with great warmth, and with little dis- 
cretion, obliged the King to declare that he 
did not consider himself as bound by his 
former ‘conditional promise. The regent 
being reproached by the queen of Spain with a 
breach of his word, dispatched the count de Se- 
neterre to England, to represent the danger 
and delicacy of his situation. He declared, 
that he considered the King’s promise as full 
and positive, and that he would as snon consent 
to his utter ruin, as to the dishonour of failing 
in so public an engagement, These strong ex- 
pressions from the regent, who had proved 
himself so faithful an ally, and whose assistance 


in discovering and counteracting the schemes of 


the Jacobites was so necessary, perplexed the 
King, and induced him to use his utmost en- 
deavours to gratify him and the king of Spain, 
with this view, earl Stanhope sounded the dis- 
position of the upper House, by insinuating 
an intention to obtain a bill, empowering the 
King to dispose of Gibraltar, for the advan- 
tage of thenation. But this hint produced a 
violent ferment. The public were roused with 
indignation on the simple suspicion, that at the 
close of a successful war, unjustly begun by 
Spain, soimportant a fortress should be ceded. 

eneral murmurs were at the same time ex- 
cited by a report industriously circulated by 
Opposition, that the King had entered into a 
positive engagement for that purpose ; virulent 
pamphlets were published to alarm the people, 
and to persuade them rather to continue the 
war, than to give up Gibraltar. The ministers 
were compelled to yield to the torrent, 
and to adopt the prudent resolution of 
waving the motion, lest it should produce a 
contrary effect, by bill, which might for ever 
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March 25. The above Resolution having 
been formed into an Address, both Houses pre- 
sented the same tu his Majesty, who, returned 
_ the following Answer: 

“© My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

“TI thank you for the confidence you repose 
in me, 1 will take effectual care, as I bave 
hitherto done, to secure my undoubted right 
to Gibraltar, and the Island of Minorca.” 

The same day, sir Paul Methuen delivered 
to the Commons the following Answer to their 
Address of the 11th instant, viz. ‘ That the 
sum of 60,000/. mentioned in that Address, 
had been issued and disbursed, pursuant to the 
power given to his Majesty by parliament, for 
necessary services and engagements entered 
gm crc ET 


tie up the King’s hands. The interference of 
France in thisatfair, and the extreme eagerness 
to obtain the restitution, was of great detriment 
The alarm was indecd so strong, tbat suspicions 
were entertained that the Regent was medita- 
ting the desertion of the alliance with England, 
and made Gibraltar a pretext to justify a change 
of system. These apprehensions induced the 
King to send earl Stanhope to Paris, with a 
view of representing the true situation of affairs, 
and to state the unpopularity of the measure, 
and the impracticability of carrying it against 
the general sense of the people. The letter 
which Stanhope conveyed from the King to the 
Regent on this occasion, was firm, discreet, 
and satisfactory. He acknowledged that he 
had made the offer of ceding Gibraltar, solely 
with a view of preventing the rupture, and 
that Spain might bave obtained it, had sbe then 
acceded to the proposed conditions. But it 
was now tvo late to revive the demand, as the 
king of Spain had proved himself the aggressor. 
It never could be understood that a volun- 
tary offer of this aature, to prevent a war, was 
binding as a preliminary gf peace. He con- 
cluded by observing, that he had never given his 
consent, since the rupture, to the renewal of 
the offer, and had received no cominunication 
from the regent of any intention to bring it for- 
ward. The duke.of Oriepns was fully sausfied 
with this representation. He owned, that al- 
though he could not avoid continuing to press 
fur the restitutiun which he had so solemnly 
promised inthe King’s name, yet that he would 
employ every indirect means in his power, to 
prevent its heing indiscreetly and improperly 
urged, and testified his resolution to make a 
separate peace with Spain. 
“ The King, however, being still inclined to 
etatify the Regent, if he conld do it without 
disolliging his subjects, referred the object of 
dispute to the: congress at Cambray, hoping 
thac in the course of negotiations, the .Spanish 
plenipotentiaries might urge such motives and 
arguments wi its favour, as would influence the 
Parliament and people. Under the same im- 
pressions, he made another effort. By his or- 
der, ear) Stanhope wrote to secretary Craggs, 
tolay before the lords justices the advantayes 
which would result from ceding Gibraltar for Flo- 


into for restoring and preserving the peace of 
Europe, and which require the greatest secrecy; 
and therefore, a particular and distinct account 
of the distribution of it, could not possibly 
be given, without a manifest prejudice to the 
ublic.” ' ! 
March 27. The Commons, in a grand Com- 
mittee, considerd farther of the petition of se- 
veral merchants relating to the Spanigh depre- 
datons; heard some of the petitioners; exa- 
mined witnesses; and after a warm debate, put 
off the farther consideration of that matter to 
the 2d of April.. 


The Bribery- Bill pussed and sent up to the 
Lords.| April 1. The Bill, * For the more ef- 


rida, or the eastern part of St. Domingo, and 
for certain commercial advantages. This pro- 
posal being Jaid before the couccil, lord Towns- 
hend at first warmly opposed, but finally 
agreed, if a suitable equivalent, particalarly 
Florida, could be obtained. Accordingiy, the 
cession seemed ultimately determined, if it met 
with the approbation of Parliament. But the 
obstinacy of the King of Spain, rendered this 
proposal ineffectual. Hedeclined yielding Flo- 
rida in exchange, and insisted on Gibraltar 
without giving any equivalent, This Claim on 
his part was so warmly and repeatedly insisted 
on, as the indispensable requisite for acceding 
to the terms of pacification, that it was deemed 
a prudentart of policy not. to retard the con- 
clusion of peace, bya positive denial. Philip 


‘having requested, as an ostensible vindication 


of the peace, which was reprobated in Spain as 
highly dishonourable, a letter conveying a pro- 
mise of restoring Gibraltar, George the first 
complied, and expressed himself with great dis- 
cretion on this delicate subject. ‘ I no longer 
balance (he observed) to assure vour Majesty 
of my readiness to satisfy you with regard 
to your demand, touching the restitution of 
Gibraltar, upon the footing of an equivalent, 
Pouee you to make use of the frst favoura- 
le opportunity to regulate this article, with 
consent of my Parliament.” When the British 
minister delivered this letter, both the king 
and queen of Spain made so many objections, 
particularly to the word * equivalent,’ that at his 
suggestion the King consented to write another 
letter, in which those words were omitted, 
under the full conviction that the letter, even 
in that muulated state, left the affair entirely to 
the Parliament, who might refuse to part with 
Gibraltar upon any terms; or if they agreed 
to the cession, might equally insist upon an equi- 
valent. 

“ This was the memorable letter, + which 
was the cause of so much obloquy,” Coxe’s 
Walpole. ; 


+ This letter is printed in the Journals of 
the Lords and Commons, in the Political State 
of Europe, Historical Register, Chandler, and 
Tindal, with an omission of the words marked 
in Italics, 


\ 
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‘ fectgal preventing Bribery and Corruption in 
‘ Elections,’ was read the third time, passed, 
and sent to the Lords by Mr. Watkin Wil- 
liams W.ynne, knight of the shire for Denbigh. 


A Motionin the Lords toresolve, That dd- 
‘ miral Hosier’s Expedition wasan unreasonable 
Burthen upon the Nation, passes in the nega- 
tive.) April 17. The Lords having called for 
most of the Papers, that had been Jaid before 
the Commons, relating to the Spanish Depre- 
dations; and read some of them, considered, 
the next day, in a full House, the State of the 
Nation. Very severe reflections were made 
on the late conduct of those in the adminis- 
tration: and the residue of the paper$ which 
were laid before the House, as well in relation 
to the squadron of ships sent to the West- 
Indies, as to the depredations made by the 
Spaniards on his Majesty’s subjectsin America, 
being read, it was proposed to resolve, “* That 
it appears to this House, that the expence of 
the squadron sent to the West-Indies, under 
the command of vice-admiral Hosier, having 
been borne by this nation alone, though de- 
signed to prevent'the Spaniards from seizing 
the effects belonging to his Majesty’s allies, as 
well as his subjects, which were on board the 
Flota or Galleons, and from applying the trea- 
sure to disturb the peace, and invade the liber- 
ties of Europe, has been an unreasunable bur- 
¢hen upon this kingdom.” 


Protest thereon.] After debate the question 
was put thercupon, and it was resolved in the 
negative, by 87 against 27. 


«¢ Dissentient’ 
1. “ Because, we conceive, that our Allies 
were, at least, as much concerned as vurselves, 
to prevent the Spaniards from disturbing the 


peace and invading the liberties of Europe, if 


there was at that time sufticient. foundation to 


apprehend such attempts onthe part of Spain, . 


and because our allies (the French in particu- 
lor) had a much greater share in the effects of 
the Galleons than the subjects of this nation, 
and by consequence were much more cun- 
cerned in interest to prevent the king of Spain 
froin seizing those effects. 

2. “ Because we not only took the whole 
charge of this expedition upon ourselves, but 
have increased our national forces, taken great 
nombers of foreign troops into our pay, and 
contracted to pay divers subsidies to Foreign 
princes, when it hay not appeared to us in any 
authentic manner (as we apprehend) that our 
allies have taken upon themselves any expence 

roportionable to this, in consequence of the 

nover Treaty. . 

3. “ Because we are convinced, that the 
nationel expence and losses, occasioned by 
this expedition, do not ‘only very far exceed 
any interest which the subjects of this nation 
can be supposed to have in the Galleons, but 
have likewise been much more considerable 
than any detriment which has accrued to 
Spain hy delaying the return of the Galleons. 


4. “That by taking this expedition solely 


upon ourselves, we drew the whole resentinent 
of the court of Spain upon this nation, and 


gave the French an opportunity of healing the 
breaches which had been made between those 
two courts; of acquiring a grentersbare than 
ever they had in a most beneficial branch of 
trade, and of acting rather the part of medi- 
ators than that of parties in the dispute. 

5. § Wecannot help being of opinion, that 
this burthen was the more unreasonable, since 
it does not appear that this expedition has had 
the effect of obliging the Spamiards clearly to 
adjust the points in dispute between us, or ef- 
fectually to secure to our merchants a just sa- 
tisfaction for the great losses, which they have 
sustained by the seizures and captures made b 
the Spaniards. 4 

ford, Gower, Montjoy, Coventry, Ox- 
ford and Mortimer, Plimouth, Foley, 
Craven, Willoughby de Broke, Litch- 


field, Bathurst, Scarsdale, Northamp- ~ 


ton.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Arrears of the 
Civil List.] April 23 The Commons went 
into a grand committee on the Suppl»: 1nd 
after examination of the commissioners o. the 
customs and excise, the postmaster general, 
and other officers concerned in the ‘Civil List 
Revenues, the Courtiers endeavoured to prove, 
that there were su great Arrears standing out 
on the several branches of those revenues, that 
they fell short of producing within the year, the 
clear sum of 800,000/. which was settled for 
his Majesty’s Civil List; and hereupon Mr, 
Scrope moved, ‘“ That the sum of 115,000/. be 
granted to his Majesty, upon account of the 
Arrears of his Civil List. Revenues, to he re- 
placed and. refunded, for the use and benefit of 
the public, out of such arrears of the said reve- 
nues, as shall be standing out at his Majesty’s 
demise, and together with the said sum of 
115,000/. shall be more than sufficient to make 
up the produce of the said revenues 800,000/. 
per annum, during his Majesty’s life, to be com- 
puted from the 25th of June 1727.*” 


cee ED 
* « Tn this session occurred one of those difh- 
cule and critical cases, in which Walpole was re- 


of the sovereign, contrary to his own judgment, or 
of resigning. Gieat couiplaints had been made 
of the deficiency of the civil list, and upon an 
examination of the revenueofhicers, a motion was 
made by Scrope, secretary to the treasury, that 
the sum of 115,000/. be granted to his Majesty, 
not ‘as a deficiency; but as an arrear, It ap- 
peared that there was no deficiency, yet the 
Louse rejected a motion for a secret committee, 
and passed the act, by a major of 241 
against 115. In the Lords, the bill met with 
strenuous upposition, aud though carried, very 
strong protests were entered on the journals, 
and signed by fourteen peers. This transac- 
tion gave great pain to Walpole: he is said to 


have used every effort of address and reason- 


(Signed) Beaufort, Strat- 


duced tothe necessity of complying with the will” 


703) PARL. HISTORY, 2 Georcr II. 1729.—-Debate on the Civil List Arrears. [TOA 


Though the design of this motion was easily 
apprehended, yet many meinbers expressed 
their surprise, that it should be made sv late in 
the sessiun, and after the recess of Easter, and 
when it was generally understood that there 
was no farther demand of money to be made; 
since it related to an account, said by the mem- 
ber who made the motion, to have been closed 
at Midsummer 1728, and consequently proper 
in every respect, if at all, to have heen brought 
in very early in the session, and to have been 
considered in a full House; and this motion ap- 
peared to them the more extraordinary, be- 
cause, in the former session, the several duties 
and revenues granted by the act for the better 
support of his Majesty’s houshold, and of the 
honour and dignity of the crown, were under- 
stood, and appeared by the accounts then be- 
fore the House, to produce yearly much above 
the sum of 800,000/: for which they were given; 
and therefore the said motion was vigorously 
opposed by Mr. William Pulteney, and other 
meinbers, who moved, ‘ That these Accounts 
- and Papers should be referred to a Select 
Committee, with power to send for such other 
accouhts, and to call before then, and examine 
such officers of the revenue as they judged ne- 
cessary, and then to report tothe House a true 
state of the fact, and whether it did appear to 
them that there really was such a deficiency in 
the produce of the Civil List Revenues.” 

But this was opposed by sir Robert Walpole, 
and Mr. Scrope who had delivered in these ac- 
counts; and the question being put upon Mr. 
Pulteney’s motion, it passed in the negative. 

Then it was eee by the Country Party, 
That this affair might be considered in a full 
House, and that for that for that purpose all 
leaves of absence might be revoked, and the 
members summoned to attend; which having 
also passed in the negative, the questiun was 
put upon Mr. Scrope’s motion, which was car- 
ried in the affirmative, by 241 voices against 
115. The following isa List of the members 
who voted Pro and Con on this remarkable oc- 
casion : ; : 

A List of the Mewsers, who voted for grant- 
ing 115.0002. for making good the Arrears 
of the Civiz List. 


Andrews, Townshend 

Arundel, hon. Rich. 

Ashe, Edward 

Ashburnham, sir Will, 

Bacon, sir Edmund, 
(of Gillingham) 


Bacon, Waller 
Baker, Hercules 
Beauclerck, lord Vere 
Beauclerk, lord Will. 
Berkeley, bon. col. H. 
Birch, Jobn 


ing to dissuade the prosecation of the demand, 
so much as even to offend the King. The 
enemies of his administration were not ignorant 
af his resistance, and some of the leading 
Tories made secret proposals to the King, that 
if he would discard Walpole, they would not 
only obtain the sum required, but add to it 
100,000/. Thus circumstanced, the minister 
reluctantly complied, and subjected his charac- 
ter to much obloquy,”*—Coxe’s Walpole, 
& 


Bishop, sir Cecil, bt. 
Bladen, col. Martin 
Bladen, Thomas 
Bond, Dennis 
Bradshaigh, sir Roger 
Brereton, Thomas 
Bridgeman, sir Orlan. 
Bristow, Robert 
Brittiffe, Robert 
Brodie, Alexander 
Brooksbank, Stamp 
Brudenel, hon. Jas. 
Burchet, Josiah 
Burrard, Paul 
Byng, hon. Pattee 
Byng, hon. Robert 
Crernarvon, marq. of 
Campbell, Daniel 
Campbell, sir James 
Campbell, col. James 
Campbell, John 
Campbell, John .« 
Campbell, Patrick 
Carr, Wiliam 
Carey, Walter 
Castlemain, vise. 
Caswal, sir Geo 
Cavendish, lord Chas, 
Cavendish, lord Jas, 
Chetwynd, Walter 
Chapple, William 
Clavering, John 
Clayton, William, 
(Westminster) 
Clayton, William, 
(Bleiching! y) 
Clutterbuck, Thomas 
Cockburne, Jobe 
Collyer, bon. capt. C. 
Conduit, Joha 
Cope, col. John 
Coppleston, Thomas 
Corbet, William 
Corker, Robert 
Cornwallis, hon. John 
Cornwallis, hon. Step. 
Cotton, sir Robert 
Cracherode, Anthony 
pe Thomas 
Croft, sir Archer 
Cross, John 
Crowle, George. 
Dercy, sir Conyers, 
K. B. 


Daeminique, Paul 
Doddington, George 
Downing, sir George 
Ducket, William 
Dunbar, Patrick 
Duncombe, Anthony 
Edgecainbe, Richard 
Edwards, Samuel 
Egerton, col. William 
Erle, Giles 

Erle, W. Rawlinson 
Evans, capt. Richard 
Evelyn, Joba. 


Eversfield, Charles 
Eyre, Robert 

Fane, Francis 
Fane, hon. Jobn 
Farrington, Thomas 
Finch, lord Daniel 
Finch, hon. Henry 


_ Finch, hon, Wilitam 


Fitzwilliams, visc. 
Forbes, Duncan 
Fortescue, William 
Frankland, sir Tho. 
Gage, sir Will. K. B. 
Gage, visc. 

Galway, visc. 
Gibson, Thomas 
Glanville, William 
Glenorchy, vise. 
Goddard, Joha 
Gould, John 

Gould, Nathaniel 
Grant, James : 
Gregory, Geo 
Grit, John 
Grimstone, visc. 
Hales, sir Thomas 
Hales, Thomas 
Hamilton, Alexander 
Hamilton, lord Arch. 
Handasyde, col. Roger 
Harris, Joha 
Harrison, George 
Hartington, marq. of 
Heathcote, George 
Hedges, John 
Herbert, Hen. Arthar 
Herbert, boa. Rovert 
Herbert, Richard 
Herbert, bon. Tha. 
Heron, Patrick 


Hotham, sir Charles 
Houghton, sir Henr 
Howard, hon. col. C. 
Howarth, sir Humpb. 
Hacks, Robert 
Hughes, Edward 
Huszley, George 
Hynxman, Joseph 
Jacomb, Robert 
Jenison, Ralph 
Jessop, William 
Tuchequin, earl of 
Ingram, hon. Henry 
Kelsall, Hen 
Knatcbbull, sir Edw. 
Knollys, Henry 
Lane, sir Riehard 
Leathes, Carteret 
Lewis, Thomas, (of So- 
ber:on) 
Lewis, Thomas, (Rad 
nor) 


Liddell, George 
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Lloyd, Philip 
Lloyd, Salisbury 
Lomax, Caleh 
Longueville, Charles 
Lowther, hoa. Anth. 
Lumley, bon. James 
Lumley, bon. John 
Lyttleton, sir Thomas 
Malpas, lord visc. 
Metcalfe, James 
Methuen, sir Paul, 
K.B 


Micklethwaite, vise. 
Middleton, col. Jehn 
Mills, sir Richard 
Monson, George 
Moreton, hon. M. D. . 
Morrice, Humphry 
Morgan, col. Maurice, 
Morgan, Thomas 
Morgan, sir Will. K.B. 
Negus, Francis 
Nekthorpe, James 
Nicoll, Chas. Gounter 
Norris, sir John 
Norton, Thomas 
Offey, Crew 

Onslow, Arthur 
Onslow, col. Richard 
Orlebar, Joho 
Oxenden, sir George 
Pege, John 
Palmerston, visc. 
Parsons, Henry 
Pearse, Thomas 
Pelham, hon. Henry 
Pelham, James 
Pelhem, Thomas 
Percival, vise. 

Piers, William 

Pict, col. John 
Plummer, Richard 
Plumtree, John 
Polhill, David 
Powlet, lord Henry - 
Powlet, lord Nassau 
Powlet, Nurton 
Powlet, lord William 
Price, Uvedale 
Ramsden, Jobn 
Read; col-"Geurge 


Read, sir Thomas 
Rich, sir Robert 
Robinson, Thomas 
Sabine, lieut.-gen. 


‘Saunders, sir George 


Sayer, Dr. Exton 
Scot, col. James 
Scrope, Jonn 
Selwyn, Charles 
Selwyn, Joho 
Shannon, lord visc. 
Shelly, sir John 
Shepard, James 
Sloper, William 
Smelt, Leonard 
St. Clair, hon. col. 
St. Quintin, M. Chitty 
Strickland, sir Will, 
Stuart, William | 
Talbot, Charles 
Thompson, Edward 
Thompson, sir Will, 
Thornhill, sir James 
Tilson, Christopher 
Towers, Christopher 
Towers, Thomas 
Townshend, hon. Hor. 
Townshend, hon. Tho. 
Townshend, hon. col, 
Wiiliam 
Tyrrel, brig. James 
Verney, hon. John 
Vincent, Henry 
Wade, lieut.-gen. 
Wager, sir Chas. K. B. 
Walpole, sir Robert 
Walter, Peter 
Westby, Warde] Geo, 
White, Thomas 
Whitworth, Francis 
Wilhams, Hugh 
Williams, sir Nich. 
Willes, John 
Willis, sir William 
Wills, sir Chas. K. B. 
Wilson, Daniel 
Winnington, Tho. 
Wyndham, col. Will. 
Wynne, Thomas 
Yonge, sir W. K. B. 
Yorke, sir Philip. 


A List of the Mempers, who voted against 
granting the above Sum of 115,000/. for 


the Civiz List. 


Abdy, sir Robert 
Aslabie, Wilham 
Asticy, sir John 
Austen, sir Robert 
Bacon, Tho. Sciater 
Banks, John 


Banks, J h. 
Barker, sir William 
Barnard, Jobn 
Berkeley, hen. Geo. 
Bertie, hon. James 
Ven, VIII. 


Booth, Robert 
Bootle, Thomas 
Boone, Charles 
Bowes, George 
Bowles, William 
Bramston, Thomas 
Campbell, John,(Pem- 

brokeshire) 
Chariton, St. John 
Chetwynd, visc. 
Chetwynd, hon. Joba 
Child, Francis 


Clerke, sir Thomas 
Cocks, James 
Compton, hon. Geo. 
Cornewall, Velters 
Cotton, sir J. Hynde 
Curgon, sir Nathaniel 
Danvers, Joseph 
Devereux, hon. Price 
Digby, hon. Edward 
Dutton, sir Joba 
Ellis, sir Richard 
Elton, sir Abraham 
Eyles, sir Jobn 
Fenwick, Nicholas 
Finch, hon. Jobu 
Foley, Richard 
Fuller, John 
Farnese, sir Robe 
Furnese, Henry 
Gibbon, Philips 
Gower, bon. Will. L. 
Gower, hon. Baptist L. 
Grant, sir Archibald 
Grosvenor, sir Rich. 
Hanbury, John 
Harvey, Michael 
Hawkins, Philip 
Holmes, Thomas 
Horner, T. Strangways 
Howe, John 

Jekylt, sir Joseph 
Knight, John 
Lawson, Gilfrid 
Lawson, sir Wilfrid 
Lee, sir Thomas 
Lewen, George 
Limerick, visc. 

Lisle, Edward 
Lister, Richard 
Lowe, Samuel 
Lowther, James 
Lutwyche, Thomas 
Manseil, hon. Bussy 
Milner, sir William 
Morpeth, visc. 
Newland, William 
Newton, sir Mich.K.B. 


“Trelawney, 


Norris, Jobn 
Oglethorpe, James 
Pacey, Henry 
Papillon, David 
Parsons, Humphry 
Perrot, Henry 
Perry, Micajah 
Peytoe, Willian 
Phitips, Erasmus 
Pia, Thomas - 
Pleydell, Ed. Moretos 
Pulteney, Daniel 
Reynell, Richard 
Roberts, Gabriel : 
Rushout, sir Joho 
Sainbrook, John 
Sandys, Saruel 


. Saville, sir George 


Saunderson, sit The. 
Lawley, K. B. 
Scawen, Thomas 
Sebright, sir Thomas 
Shippen, Willem 
Shirebey, hon. Robert 
Shuttleworth, Riehard 
Stanhope, Charies. 
Stanley, sir Edward 
Sutton, sir Robt. K.B. 
Taylor, Joseph ~ 
ward 


Tufton, Sackville 
Tyrconnel, visc. 


. Vane, visc. 


Vane, hon. Henry 
Vernon, capt. Edw. 
Vyner, Robert 
Walden, lord Henry 
Waller, Edmund 
Water, Harry 
Ward, Jobn 
Wardour, William 
Weaver, John 
Worsley, James 
Wortley, Edw. Mont. 
Wyndham, Thomas 
Wyndhan, sir Will. 


April 30. The Commons, in a grand Com- 
mittee, considered of a Bill for settling the 
price of Corn and: Grain imported, &c. and 
after some debate, the Resolution for granting 
to his Majesty the sum of 115,000/. on account 
of Arrears due on the Civil List Revenves, 
were made part of that Bill, which afterwards 


passed into an Act. . 


First Reporr or tHe Serect ComMitTer 
ON THE STATE OF THE GaoLs oF THIS KING- 
bom.] February 25. The Commons appointed 
a Committee to enquire into the State of the 
Gaols of this Kingdom, and report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House.* 


* Some public spirited gentlemen, at she 
head of whom were, Mr. afterwards General 
Oglethorpe, had received intimations of the 


| cruelties and oppressions practised throughout 
2Z : 
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March 90. Mr. Oglethorpe,* from the Com- 
Mittee appointed to enquire into the State of 
the Gaols of this Kingdom, made a Report of 
some progress which the Committee bad made 
in their Enquiry into the State of the Fleet 


almost all the Gaols in the kingdom, upon pri- 
soners, and more particularly in his Majesty’s 
Prison of the Fleet. Upon this, a Committee, 
of which Mr. Oglethorpe was chairman, was 
appointed to enquire into the State of the 

aols all over the kingdom; and on the 27th 
of Feb. repaired to the Fleet Prison, that they 
aight examine the prisoners in their own per- 
sons. One Bambridge acted then as warden 
of the Fleet, and the Committee found sir Wil- 
liam Rich, baronet, by his command, loaded 
with heavy irons, which they ordered to be 
taken off. But upon their retiring, Bambridge 
understanding that sir William had given evi- 
dence to the Committee, which was very unfa- 
vourable for himself, he ordered bim agaio into 
irons, fyr which the House immediately com- 
mitted him to the custody of the. serjeant at 
arms. The farther the Committee proceeded 
in their enquiries, the more dismal and shock- 
ing was the scene of cruelty, barbarity and ex- 
tortion, which they disclosed. Upon this, 
March the 38th, the House came to an unaniin- 
ous resolution, ‘ That Thomas Bambridge, the 
* then warden, John Huggins, the late warden, 
‘ who had acted in the same cruel, oppressive 
¢ manner, James Barnes, Willian Pindar, John 
* Everett and Thomas King, who were accom- 
‘ plices in the same crimes, be committed close 
‘ prisoners to Newgate :’ and bis Majesty at 
the same time was addressed, to order his At- 
torney General to prosecute them: a Bill was 
likewise brought in, to disable Bambridge from 
holding the office of Warden ; and another, for 
better regulating the Prison of the Fleet, and 
for more effectual preventing and punishing 
arbitrary and illegal practices of the Warden 
of the said Prison. A Report of the Proceed- 
ings of the Committee, relating to the Fleet 
Prison, was likewise ordered to be printed. In 
this Report, the clearest proofs were brought, 
not only of extortion and oppression, but even 
of murders being committed by the Warden 
and his gaojers ; the particulars of which being 
ante ad for general history, we shall omit.” 
Tindal. . 


# * One driv’n by strong benevolence of sou!, 
“ Shall fly, like Oglethorpe, from pole to pole.” 
Pope. 

‘ Here are lines that will justly confer im- 
mortality op a man who well deserved so mag- 
aificent an eulogium. Ile was at once a great 
hero and a great legislator. The yigour of his 
mind and body have seldom been equalled. 
The vivacity of his genius continued to a great 
old age. The variety of his adventures, and 
the very different scenes in which he had been 
engaged, makes one regret that his Life never 
was written, Dr. Johnson once offered to dy 
My if the General would furnish the materials. 
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Prison, with the Resolutions of the Committee 
thereupon: And be read the rt in his 
place, and afterwards delivered the same (with 
two Appendixes) in at the clerk’s table; whcre 
the Report was read, and is as followeth ; 
viz. 
FIRST REPORT 
OF THE 
SELECT COMMITTEE 


APPOINTED TO ENQUIRE INTO THE STATE OF 
THE GAOLS OF THIS KINGDOM. 


State or THE Frieet Prison. 


The Committee having, in pursuance of the 
Order of this House of the 25th day of Feb., to 
enquire into the State of the Gaols of this 
Kingdom, adjourned to the Fleet, and at several 
times examined into the State of that Prison, 
have made some progress therein, which they 
have thought fit to lay betore the House. 

The Committee find, that the Fleet prison is 
ap ancient prison, and formerly used for the 
reception of the prisuners committed by the 
Council Table, then called the Court of the 
Star-chamber, which’ exercised unlimited au- 


Johnson had a great regard for him, for he was 
one of the first persons that highly, in ull com- 
panies, praised bis ‘* London.” His first Cam- 
paign was made under Prince Eugenes against 
the Turks; and this great general always spoke 
of Ogleiborpe in the highest terms. Neither 
he nor Eugene loved Marlborough. He once 
told me, (fur I had the pleasure of knowing him 
well,) that Eugene, speaking of Merlborough, 
said, ‘ There is a great difference in making 
‘war en maitre, or en avocat.’ But his settle- 
ment of the Colony in Georgia, gave a greater 
lustre to his character than even his military 
exploits.” Warton. 


“One of the warmest patrons of Dr. Jobn- 
son’s ‘© London,” on its frst appearance, was 
General Oglethorpe, whose ‘ strong benevo- 
‘ Jence of soul,’ was unabated durmg the course 
of a very long life ; though it is paintul to think, 
that he had but too much reason to become 
cold and callous, and discontented with the 
world, from the neglect which he experienced 
of his public and private worth, by those in 
whose power it was to gratify so ant & 
veteran with marks of distinction. Is ex- 
traordinary person was as remarkable for his 
learning and taste, as for his other eminent 
qualities; and no man was more prompt, ac- 
tive and generous, in encouraging merit. [ 


i have heard Jobnson gratefully acknowledge, in 


his presence, the kind and effectual support, 
which he gave to his ‘* London,” though uoac- 

aainted with its author. Dr. Johnson urged 

eneral Oglethorpe to give the world his Life. 
He said, ‘I know no map whose Life would 
‘be more interesting. If I were furnished 
‘ with materials, I should be very glad to write 
‘it’ Boswell’s Life of Dr. Johnson. 
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thority and inflicted heavier punishments, than 
by any Jaw were warranted. 

And as that assumed authority was foand to 
be an intolerable burden to the subject, and 
the means to introduce an arbitrary power and 
government, all jurisdiction, power and autho- 
rity belonging unto or exercised in the same 
court, or by any the judges, officers, or minis- 
ters thereof, were clearly and absolutely dis- 
solved, taken away, and determined, by an Act 
‘made in the 16th year of the reign of king 
Charles the first. 

- And thereby, the Committee apprehend, all 
pretences of the Warden of the Fleet to take 
fees from archbishops, bishops, temporal peers, 
baronets and others of lower degree, or to put 
them th irons, or exact fees for not doing so, 
were determined and abolished. 

That after the said Act took place, the Fleet 
prison became a prison for debtors, and for 
contempts of the courts of Chancery, Exche- 
quer and Common Pleas only, and fell under 
‘the same regulations as other gaols of this king- 
dom. - 

That by an Act of the 22nd and 23rd of king 
Charles 2nd, the future government of all pri- 
sons was vested in the lurds chief justices, the 
chief baron, or any two of them br the time 
being, and the justices of the peace in London, 
Middlesex and Surrey, and the judges for the 
several circuits, and the justices of the peace 
fur the time being in their several precincts ; 
and pursuant thereunto, several Orders and 
Regulations have been made (the last of which 
1s hereunto annexed in the. Appendix, marked 
letter A) which the present Warden of the 
Fleet hath not regarded or complied with; but 
hath exercised an unwarrantable and arbitrary 
' power, not orily in extorting exorbitant fees, 
but in oppressing prisoners for debt, by loading 
them with irons, worse than if the Star-cham- 
ber was stiH subsisting, and contrary to the 
Great Charter, the foundation of the liberty of 
the subject, and in defiance and contempt 
thereof, as well as uf other good: laws of this 
kingdom. . 

' It appears: by-a patent of the Srd year of 
- queen Elizabeth, recited in letters patent, 
bearing date the 19th of king Charles 2nd, that 
the Fleet prison was an ancient prison, called, 
Prisona de le Fleet, alias, the queen’s gaol of 
the Fleet; and that certain Constitutions were 
then establisbed by agreement between Richard 
Tyrrell, warden, and the prisoners of the Fleet, 
and a Table of Fees annexed, in which the 
fees to be paid by an archbishop, duke, mar- 
quis, earl, or other lord spiritual or. temporal, 
are particularly mentioned, and the fine ascer- 
tained, which they are to pay for the liberty ef 
the house and. irons; and that these constitu- 
‘tions and orders were confirmed by the said 
‘letters patent of king Charles 2nd; _ which let- 
ters patent grant the office of Warden of the 
Fleet, and of the keeper of the old palace at 
Westminster, the shops in Westminster-hall, 
certain tenements adjoining to the Fleet, and 
other rents and profts belonging to the War 
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den, to sir Jeremy Whichcot and his heirs, for 
ever; and the said sir Jeremy rebuilt the said 
prison at his own expence, as a consideration 
tor the grant thereof; but the said prison, and 
the custody of the prisoners, being'a freeliold, 
and falling by descent or purchase, into the 
hands of persons incapable of executing tle of~ 
fice of Warden, was the oceasion of gfeat 
abuses, and frequent complaints to parliament, 
till at length the patent was set aside. | 

And a patent for life was granted to Baldwya 
Leighton, esquire, in consideration of his great 
pains and Expences in suing the former paten- 
tees to a forfeiture: and, he soon dying, John 
Huggins, esquire, by giving 5,000/. to the late 
Lord Clarendon, did, by bis interest, obtain « 


‘grant of the said office for his own son's 


life. . 
That, during the time the said Huggins poe- 
sessed the said office of warden of the fleet, 
Thomas Periom, a prisoner in tbat -prison, 
charged with 40,000/. debt (the greatest: part 
thereof tothe crown) escaped, having the liber- 
ty of the rules by pertnission of the said Huge 
gins, for which escape Huggins pretends, he 
bath obtamed a Quietus; and s:nce that time, 
Joseph Vains, charged with 10,000/, debt to the 
crown, ‘having like liberty ef the rules, also es 
caped. . 

That Thomas Dumay made several voyages 
to France, whilst a prisoner ip the Fleet, and 
in custody of che said Huggins, and there bought: 
wines, some of which were delivered to the said . 
Huggins ; and Damay drew several bills, whilst 
in France, to the value of $20/. on Richard 
Bishop, one of the tipstaffs of the said prison, 
who paid 3002. and the said Huggins paid the 
rest: Thus by the punctual payment of the said 
bills, Dumay aequired a credit in France, and 
drew for a further sum, and thev returned to 
England; and, when the bills came for pay- 
ment, the said Richard Bishop refused to accept 
them; and the mercifants upon Dumay’s re- 


turn, endeavouring to get the money of him, 


who was the drawer of the bills, found hin a 
prisoner in the rules, and had no remedy. 

The said John Huggins owned to the com- 
mittee, thatso many prisoners had escaped, dure 
ing the time be was warden, that it was impos- 
sible to enumerate them, he having kept no list ~ 
of the persons so escaped. 

He also owned to the Committee, that in his 
time Oliver Reed made bis escape, when there 
was a great funeral, and, whilst the doors were 
open, be went off: that afterwards, Leing re- 
taken, he, the said Huggins, sent him to a spung- 
ing-house, kept by Rickard Corbett, one of the 
tipstaffs belonging to the said prisou ; where he 
was locked up, ironed and stapled down, by his 
order, though not condemned by avy Court of 
Justice, ; 

That it appeared to the Committee, that in 
the year 1725, one Mr. Arne, an upholder, was 
carried into a stable, which stood, where the 
strong room on the master’s side now is, and 
was there confined (being a place of cold res- 
traint) till he died; and that he was in good 
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state of health, before be was confined to that 


reom. 
That the said John Huggins growing in years, 
and willing to retire oni Wasiniea and his son 
not caring totake upon him so troublesome an 
office, he hath for several years been engaged 
30 continual negotiations about the disposal of 
disposal of the said ofice: and in August last 
conoluded a final treaty with Thomas Bambridge 
and Dougal Cuthbert, esquires, and for 5,000/. 


 ¢o be paid unto him, obliged himself to surren- 


der the said patent for bis and bis son’s life, and 
procure a new patent for the said Bambridge 
and Cuthbert; which the said Huggins did ac- 
eordingly obtain: and Cuthbert paid in money 
or gave security fo pay, 2,500/. for one 
sooiety of the said office of warden, and Baw- 
bridge gave land, and other security, which the 
said Huggins was then content with, for 2,500/. 
being for the other moiety of the said office. 

That, upon inspection and examination on 
the common side of the prison, in the three 
wards, called the upper chapel, the lower cha- 
pel, and Julius Cesar’s, ninety-three persons 
were confined, who are obliged to lie on the 
floor, if they cannot furnish themselves with 
bedding, or pay 1s. per week to such prisoner, 
as is so provided. 

That the Lyons Den, and Womens Ward, 
which contain about eighteen persons, are very 
noisome, and in very ill repair. 

That there are several rooms in the chapel 
stairs, for each of which 5/. a year is new paid, 
but did formerly belong to the common side, 


‘and for which nothing was paid, uotil charged by 
Mrr Huggins at 3/.a year each; and on this fioor | 


there are several persons, who are uncertain, 
what chamber rent they shall be obliged to pay, 
and are at the mercy of the warden. 

That in some rooms persons, who are sick 
of different distempers, are obliged to lie toge- 
ther, or on the floor: one, in particular, had the 
amall pox, and two women were ordered to lie 
with her ; and they pay 2s. 10d. per week each 
for such lodging. 

That im all the rooms (except very few) the 
furniture is provided by the prisoners, and those, 
Sela furnished by the warden, are extreme- 
y bad, 

_ That there was a regulation hy the Judges 
in Trinity Term, 1727, by which the warden 
ought to turnish all the ruoms, and in such case 
the prisoners to pay 2s. 6d. per week: for each 
room, so furnished ; but now there are several 


rooms, in each of which there are two, three, 


and four, beds, and in each bed two, and some- 
times three, persons, who pay 25. 10d. each per 
week for ue lodging. - 

That the walls, which secure the prison, are 
@5 foot lugh, with pallisadoes ou the top, and 
in good repair; and no seeming possibility fur 
@py prisoner to escape. 

That at the end of che place called the Base, 
m watchhouse was built about a year. since, 
wherein are kept several muskets and bayonets, 
as are likewise several others in a room front- 


ing Fleet Ditch; whereas formerly only pikes. 
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and halberts were kept in thet part of the 
prison, which is called the lodge. 

That several men called Watchmen, and un- 
der the pay of Mr. Bambridge, belong to the 
prison, one of which Bambridge ordered to fire 
upon Captain Muckpheadris, upon the dispute 
which happened between them; but the watch- 
man fearing the consequence, refused to obey 
him. 

That the windows of the prison are in very 
bad repair, to the great prejudice of the health 
of the prisoners, though by a late order of the 
judges, they ought to have beea kept ia guud 
repair by the warden. 

That there are three houses adjoining, and 
belonging to, the prison, which are kept as 
spunging-houses by tenants to Mr. Bambridge, 
as warden ; in one of which, kept by Corbe 
26 prisoners are confined. : 

That many or these prisoners pay 2s. a day 
for the use ox a room in this house, and tor firing 
1s. and the other prisoners 1s. a night for 
bed; but, notwithstanding such payments, they 
are obliged to lie two or more in the same bed:. 
the sums, paid by these twenty-six prisoners 
(two at 2s. per day, and twenty-four at 1s, for 
the use of the lodgings only, being in the whole 
14. 8s.) amount yearly to 511/. besides the mo- 
ney paid for firing, at 4s. a day, by such, as 
have any, and 1s, a day for their board. 

Some of these prisoners, not being able to 
pay the 1s.a day for eating, procured neces- 
saries to dress their own meat; but Corbett, 
the tipstaff, would not suffer them so to do, 
and they are under the necessity of being sup- 
plied by their friends or starve. 

That heutenant Jenkin Leyson (now a pri- 
soner with Corbett) paid tbe following fees, 
upon his being taken ito custody, for one 
action; viz. ‘ 


fs d. 
To the Judge’s Clerk - -- - 1 2 8 
Tothe Filazer - - - - Q@ 40 
To the Warden of the Fleet - - 32 6 8 
To Corbett, the Tipstaf + - 010 6 
To do. for being taken into Custody 1 10 0 
Tothe Turnkeys - --- - O 2 6G 

Total - = - + & 16 4 


It also appeared; upon the examination of 
several oehiee prisoners: Ghat they paid the hke 
fees for every single ception; an 

That every prisoner, removed by Hebdess 
Corpus from one place to another, pays to the 
tipstaff 4s, 2d. every one brought out of the 
country by Habeas Corpus, and committed im 
court for want of bail, pays 186. 4d. and every 
prisoner, carried to Westminster Hall by 
Habeas Corpus, in order to be charged in exe- 
cution, pays 10s. . on 

That every prisoner pays, at bis entrance 
into the house of the tipstafl, 6e. towardse 
bow! of peoch. : 

That Thomes Hogg, who had bees a prisoner 
in the Fleet prison, and was then discharged 
erder of court, abewt eight months aan ack 
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discharge, passing by the dour of that prison, 
stopped, to give charity to the prisuners at the 

and being seen by Jaines Baraes-(one of 
the said Bambridge’s agents, and aceomplices) 
the said- Barnes seized, and forced him into 
Corbett’s spanging- house, where be hath been 
detained ever since (now «upwards of nine 
months) without any cause, or legal authority, 
whatsoever. 

That Corbett, being examined touching the 
discharge of his prisoners, owned, he never 
made any regular entry; and thar all the 
original discharges of | sheerasi committed to 
bis custody since Mr. Guybon’s time, were not 
received by him from the warden, but left with 
the turnkey, from whom he only received 
werbal directions. 

The Committee could not get from Mr. Bam- 
bridge, or his officers, any List of such prison- 
era, as have the liberty of the rules and pre- 
cincts of the Fleet prison; but the Committee 
obtained, by another hand, a- List of 382 per- 
sons, with an account of what each person 
hath paid to the warden for such liberty, and 
the annual gifts every Christmas, amounting 
to near 2,828/. 17s. 4d. And it appeared to the 
Committee, that the prisoners for the greatest 
debts have not signed the book: That the gra- 


auity tothe warden, for the liberty of the rules, , 
4s exacted in proportion to the greatness-of the . 
debtgand, if all paid, that account would be. 


three times the before-mentioned sum: These 
sums, so paid, appear to be very extraordinary 
exactions from the prisoners, and are the more 
unreasonable, because all prisoners, wiro have 
the liberty of the. rules, enter into bonds, in 
wery great penalties, witli sufficient sureties, for 


Rot escaping, the least of which pénalties are | 
always double the sums they stand com-— 


@itied for. 


Mr. Cotton, clerk of the papers, upon his” 
examination cancerning the money, taken by : 


‘him for day rales, grauted to prisoners, con- 


fessed, that every prisoner, who has the liberty | 


to go ubroad in term time, pays 5s. 6d. for each 
day, and for the the first and last days of the 


term 6s. which, he said, is divided in the fol- | 


lowing manner; viz. 


s. 

To the Four Judges 8d. each - - 1 O 
Tothe Secondary - - - - - 1t 8 
To the Warden - - + = - 1090 
To the Clerk of the Papers - - - 1 10 
5 6 

More to the Clerk of the Papers the 0 6 

first and last day of the term - 

Total - - - = = 6 @ 
And that in about two years time one gen- 


theman paid 30/. for ohtaining day rales. 
That an act having passed inthe sixth year 
of the late king, for tbe relief of imsalvent 
debtors, Mr. Fytche.did thereupon declare, in 
the name of the said Mr. Huggins (who had di- 
rected bim s0-to do) that, unless every prisoner 


Ul 
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within the rules would give him two guiness, 
they should not be listed, in order to be dis- 
charged, in pursuance of that act; for that he, 
the said Hugging, would refuse to awear them 
hig prisoners, as that act requiced, and would 
not suffer his deputy to do it ; but a list was 
delivered of abowt 20 prisoners, then in the 
rules, who were discharged, having given two 
guineas each to Huggins, for inserting them in 
the List, and for swearing them to he his pri- 
eoners; and 300 prisoners were carried up to 
Guildhall, in order to their discharge, but some 
were refused to be listed, and lost the benefit 
of the act, because they bad not money enough 
to pry for being put into the List, 

That Air, Huggins, being examined touching 
an instrument, signed by him in November, 
1724, appointing Richard Corbett one of the 
five tipstaifs of, ar belonging to, the Fleet pri- 
son, acknowledged, that he had no power, by 
virtue of any parent from the-crown,to con- 


to bis office, he found, that such an officer had 
been so constituted, and he took that for a pre- 
cedent to do the same. , 

That there are hve Commitment books, 
wherein the names of all prisoners, committed 
to the Fleet prison, are, or ought to be, entered : 
The commencement of the date of the first 
first book is the26th of March, 1708, and the 
last the 6th of May, 1728, to this time. 

There is one Book, wherein the names are 
inserted of those prisoners, who ore removed 
to the Fleet by Habeas Corpus, beginning io 
Michaelmas Term, 1787, to this time. 

There is one Deciaration Book, wherein the 
names of those creditors are inserted, who de- 
clare ayainst their debtors, beginning the 23d 
of January, 1728, to this time. 

There 1s. one Lodge Book, wherein the 
prisoners mames are entered, when they 
come into the prison, beginning Novembcr, 
1728. 

There is one Seaucity Bond book, wxbout 
date. 

That be, the said Mr. Haggins, on Saturday, 


stitute such tipstaff ; but that, when he came ' 


Sunday, and Monday, the 1st, 2nd, and Srd _ 


of March, 1728 (since the Committee was ap- 
pointed) did.exonerate, or discharge out of the’ 
Coramitment Books, 119 persons, for several 
sums, amounting to about 17,099/. Gs. 74. 

He owned, that he bas in his cuatody 52 dis~ 
charges more, which aught to heve been long 
since discharged, and amount to very -preat 
sums of money. 

That by the dates in the List, which Mr. 
Huggios delivered to the Commitéee, of 140 


persons, so discharged, amd she 52 te be dis- | 


charged, it appeared, that many of them ought 
to have been discharged in the years 1718, 
1719, 1720, and so on to ‘this time. 

That there are two escape warrants, ene of 
which the judge granss, the other the warden 3 
that which the judge grants carries the prisoner 
to N there to remain daring life, untess 
the debt be paid; and shat, which the warden 
grants, is on some infomation, er protosoa, 


715] 


PARL. HISTORY, 2 Georges II. 1729.—Report an the State 


[716 


that the prisoner is out of the rules, and so re- | in the county of Salop, where, the Committee 


mands him to the prison. 

One ill use, which is made of keeping the 
prisoners so long on the Commitment Book, is, 
that the warden may, at his pleasure, issue his 
escape warrant against any such person, con- 
tinued on the Commitment Book, and carry 
him to the spunging-house, or to the prison, 
and there detain him, until be squeezes from 
him all the money, that can possibly be got. 

Another ill use, and inconveniency, 1s, that 
persons, who have been seven years, or more, 
out of the rules, or out of the prison (their 
names remainingin the Commitment Book) re- 
turn, after having contracted new debts, and so 
become prisoners again fraudulently, to obtain 
the benefit of the usual acts for relief of in- 
solvent debtors. 

That the date of the Habeas Corpus book 
beiog but in Michaelmas Term 1727, the date 
of the declaration book. the 23rd of January, 
1728, and the dete of the lodge hook Novem- 
ber, in 1728, the Committee ‘conceive, from 
such late dates, that there must be a conceal- 
ment of former bouks of that kind, or that they 
are destroyed ; either of which must tend to 
the great prejudice of the prisoners, and the 
creditors, and to the suppressing the truth in 
this enquiry. | 

That, since the said Thomas Bambridge has 
acted as warden, the books, belonging to the 
office of the warden, have been very negligent- 
ly kept, and the discharges not duly entered, 


- to the great prejudice of many of his Majesty’s 


subjects; and he bath not regularly taken 
charge of the prisoners, committed to his care 
by his patent, and hath not, as he himself con- 
fesseth, ever had any authentic list of the pri- 
soners in the rules delivered him; so he cannot 
have executed the trust of keeping bis priso- 
ners in safe custody when he did not know, 
who, or where, they were. 

The Committee find, that the said Thomas 
Bambridge, who for some-years acted as depu- 
ty-warden of the Fleet, and is now actually 
warden of that prison, hath himself been aid- 
ing and assisting in an escape; that be caused 
@ private dour to be made through the walls of 
the prison, out of the yard, where the dogs are, 
the key of which door was kept by hiunself; 
and he with his own hands opened the door, 
and let out Boyce, the smuggler, charged, at the 
King’s suit with upwards of 30,000/. and was 
afterwards seen at Islington, and hath been se- 
veral times let out of the prison by Bambridge. 

That William Kilberry was allowed by. Bam- 
bridge to go out of the prison, and the rules 
thereof, though charged at the suit of the crown 
with the sum of 5,820l. ; 

That William Booth, charged with 5,8201. 
at the suit of the crown, though committed 
close prisoner, was also suffered to go out of the 
prison, and the rules thereof. 

That William Talure, committed by the 
Court of Common Pleas for.740/. upon mesne 
process, and charged with forgery, hath been 

tp go out of the Fleet prison to Wem, 


are informed, he sull remains. ; 

That the said James Barnes (though a pri- 
soner in the Fleet prison upon execation) hath 
been permitted, during this enquiry, to come 
from thence to Westminster, to the said Bam- 
bridge, when in custody of the messenger to 
the Serjeant at Arms attending this House. 

The Committee find, that the said Bam- 
bridge hath, by himself, and his sgents, often 
refused to admit prisoners into the prison, 
though committed by due course of law; and, 
in order to extort money from them, hath often, 
contrary to an act, of the 22nd and 23rd of 
king Charles 2, without their free and vulan- 
tary consent, caused them to le carried away 
from the prison gate unto a public victualling 
or drinking house, commonly called a spunging 
house, belonging to him the said Bambridge, as 
warden, and rented of hin by Corbett, his tip- 
staff, and hath there kept them at exorbitant 
charges, and forced them to call for more li- 
quor, than they were inclined to, and to spend 
more, than they were able to afford, to the 
defrauding their creditors, and the distressing 
of their families, whose substance they are com- 
pelled there to consume; and, for the more 
effectual making them stretch their poor re- 


‘mains of credit, and to squeeze out of them the 


charity of their friends, each prisoner is better 
or worse treated, according to his expences, 
some being allowed a handsome room and bed 
to themselves, some stowed in garrets, three in 
one hed, and some put in irons. 

That these houses were further used by the 
said Bambridge as a terror for extorting money 
from the prisoners, who, on security given, have 
the liberty of the rules: of which Mr. Robert 
Castell was an unhappy instance; a man born 
to a competent estate: but being unfortunately 
plunged in debt, was thrown into prison: he 
was first sent (according to custom) to Cor- 
bett’s; from whence he, by presents to Bam- 
bridge, redeemed himselt, and, giving security, 
obtained the liberty of the rules ;-notwithstand - 
ing which, he had frequently presents (as they 
are called) exacted from him by Bambridge, 
and was menaced, on refusal, to be sent back 
to Corbett’s again. 

The said Bambridge having thus unlawfully 
extorted large sums of money from hin in a 
very short time, Castell grew weary of being 
made such a wretched property, and resolving 
not to injure farther his family or his creditors, 
for the sake of so small a liberty, he refused to 
submit to further exactions; upon which the 
said Bambridge ordered him tu be re-com- 
mitted to Corbett’s where the small pox then 
raged, though Castell acquainted him with his 
not having had that distemper, and that he 
dreaded it so much, that, the putting bim into a 
house, where it was, would occasion his death, 
which, if it happened, before he could settle 
his affairs, would be a great prejudice to his 
creditors, and would expose bis family to 
destruction; and therefore he earnestly desired, 


that he might either be sent to another house, 
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or even into the gaol itself, as a favour: the 
meluncholy case of this poor gentleman moved 
the very agents of the said Bambridge to com- 

passion, so that they also used their utmost 


endeavours to dissuade him from sending this | 


enbappy prisoner to that infected house; but 
Bambridge forced him thither, where he (as he 
feared be should) caught the small pox, and in 
a few days died thereof, justly charging the 
said Bambridge with his death, and unbappily 
leaving all his affairs in the greatest confusion, 
and a numerous faiuily of small children in the 
utmost distress. 
It appeared to the Committee, that the 
letting out of the Fleet tenements to victuallers, 
for the reception of prisoners, hath been but 
of late practised; and that the first of them, 
let for this purpose, was to Mary Whitwood, 
who still continues tenant of the same; and 
that her rent bas, from 32/. per annum, been 
increased to 60/. and a certuin number of 
prisuners stipulated to be made a prey of, to 
enable her to pay so great a rent; and that she, 
, to procure the benefit of having such a number 
of prisoners sentto her house, hath, over and 
above the increased rent, been obliged to make 
a present to the said Bainbridge of 40 guineas, 
as also of a toy (as it is called) being the model 
of a Chinese ship, made of amber, set in silver, 
for which fourscore broad pieces had been of- 
fered her. — 

This is the first method of extorting money 
from the unhappy prisoners; and, when they 
cao no longer bear the misery and expence of 
&® spunging-house, before they can obtain the 
privilege of being admitted into the prison, 
they are obliged to comply with such ex- 
urbirant fees, as the said Bambridge thinks fit 
to demand ; which if they do not, they are sure, 
under various pretences, of being turned down 
to the common side, if not put in irons, and 
dungeons; and this has been dune to those, 
who were willing, and offered to pay the fees, 
established Ly the regulation, made by the 
judges of the Common Pleas in Trinity term, 
1727, which ought to have been hung up in 
some public place in the prison, to which the 
prisoners inight have free access, but was 
secreted by the said Jumes Barnes, pursuant 
tothe orders of the said Bambridge; which 
Table of Fees seems to be unreasonable, be- 
cause it obliges men, who are committed for 
not being able to pay their debts, to pay 
such sums of money, as their circumstances 
ae them altogether unable to comply 
with. 

And this Table of Fees was fraudulently ob- 
tained by the said Bambridge; for it appeared 
to the Committee, that, upon complaint of the 

risoners of the Fleet to the court ot; Common 

leas, the order, made by lord chief justice 
Herbert, establishing the fees of that gaol, was 
prdesred to be read: which order was founded 
Span institutions made in the year 1651, in 
which was a Table of Fees; two items where- 
being taken away, the reat remained, ag fol- 
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To the Warden, for the Liberty of his £. s. d. 
House and Irons = - -1 6 8 
For the Dismission Fee - - -0 7 4 

To the Clerk, for making the Obliga- 
tion - - - - - -0 2a 
For entering the Name, and Cause -0 0 4 
To the Chamberlain - - -0 10 
To the Gaoler - - - -0 10 
To the Porter ° - - -0 10 
To a Gallon of Wine” - - -0 2 g 

And a Fce, added by Order of Court, 
to the Chaplain - -  -« -0 20 
Total - - -2 4 4 


And the said Bambridye read the said order, 
and, instead of reading the particular items, he 
read only the said sum total of 2/. 4s. 4d. and 
thereby he induced the judges to believe, 
that the said sum was the fee due to the War- 
den; and accordingly they ordered that 21. 4, 
4d. to be pail, as due t» the Warden for a 
commitinent fee, and ordered the other fees, 
due to the Chaiwnberlain, Gaoler, and others, to 
be paid, over and above the said 2/. 4s. 4d. 
and the same bave been ever since taken, be- 
sides the 7s. 4d. to the Warden, upon the pri- 
soner’s discharge, notwithstanding they are all 
included in the 2/. 4s. 4d. ' 

The said Judges of the Common Pleas seem- 
ing to be of opinion, that every action, to which 
a prisonet was rendered in discharge of his 
bail, was a separate commitment, and that 
there was a separate commitment fee due upun 
each action, the suid Bambridge has thereupon 
received six or seven times 2/. 4s. 4d. of a 
single person, as his bare commitment fees; 
whereby the prisoner has paid six times for the 
liberty of the house and irons, six dismission 
fees, for six obligaticns (though none given) six 
fees to the Chamberlain, Porter, Gavoler, &c. 
and six gallons of wine; and the prisoner pays 
the Chamberlain, Gaoler, &c. for his discharze 
besides. 

The said Bumbridge likewise takes a fee of 
Sl. 6s. 8d. from every prisoner, committed by 
the Exchequer, or Cisancery; whereas there is 
bo such fee due, nor any distinction in the 
table of fees between the commitment 6f one 
court, or another. 

And for a more particular Account of the 
Fees, Chamber Rent, and Dues to the Chap- 
lain, the Committee refer to the annexed Ap- 
pendix, marked with the Letter B. 

And, notwithstanding the payment of such 
large fees, iw order tu extort further sums from 
the unfortunate prisoners, the said Bainbridge 
unjustly pretends, he has a right, as Warden, 
to exercise an unlimited power of changing 

risoners from room to room, of turning them 
into the common side, though they have paid 
the master’s side fee, and inflicting arbitrary 
punishments, by locking them down io un- 
wholesome dungeons, and loading them with 
torturing irons; some ‘nstances of which fob- 
low ; viz. 


Jaceb Mendes Solas, a Portuguese, wag, ae 


- 
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tat as it appeared to the Committee, one of 
the first prisoners for debt, that ever was loaded 
with irons at the Fleet. The said Bambridge 
one day called him into the gate-house of the 
prison, called The Ludge; where he caused 
him to be seized, fettered, and carried to Cor- 
bett’s, the Spunging-house, and there kept for 
upwards of a week; and, when brought back 
into the prison, Bambridge caused him to be 
turned into the Dungeon, called The Strong 
Room of the master’s side. 
This place is a vault, like those in which the 
dead are interred, and wherein the bodies of 
persons, dying in the said prison, are usually 
deposited, tll the coroner’s inquest hath passed 
upon them: It has no chimney, nor fire-place, 
nor any light, but what comes over the door, 
or through a hole of about eight inches square: 
It is neither paved nor boarded ; and the rough 
bricks appear both on the sides and ton, being 
neither wainscoted nor plaistered: What adds 
to the: dampness and stench of the place, is, its 
being built over the common shore, and ad- 
joining to the sink and dunghill, where all the 
‘nastiness of the prison is cast. In this mise- 
rable place the poor wretch was kept by the 
said Bambridge manacled and shackled for 
near two months. At length, on receiving five 
guineas from Mr. Kemp, a friend of Solas’s, 
Boambridge released the prisoner from his cruel 
confinement; but, though his chains were 
taken off, his terror still remained’; and the 
wabappy man was prevailed upon, by that 
terror, not only to labour gratis for the: said 
" Barbridge, but to swear also, at random, all 
that he hath required of him: and the Com- 
mittee themselves saw an iastance of the deep 
impressioa his sufferings had made upon him ; 
for, on his surinising, from something said, that 
Bambridge was to returp again as Warden of 
the Fleet, be fainted, and the blood started out 
of his nouth and nose. 
Captain Jobn Mackpheadris, who was bred 
a merchant, is another melancholy instance of 
the cruel use, the said Bambridge hath made of 
his assumed authority. Mackpheadris was a 
considerable trader, and in a very flourishing 
condition,- until the year 1720, when, being 
bound for large sums tu the crown for a person, 
afterwards ruined by the misfortunes of that 
year, he was undone. In June 1727, he was 
prisoner in the Fleet; and, althewgh he had 
before paid his commitment fee, the like fee 
was extorted from him a second time; and he 
baving furnished a room, Bambridge demanded 
Ba extravagant price for it, which be refused 
tu pay; and urged, that it was unlawful for the 
Warden to demand extravagant rents, and 
offered tu pay what was legally due: notewith- 
standiag which, the said Bambridge, assisted 
by the said James Barnes, and other accom- 
plices, broke open bis room, and took away 
several things of great value, amonget others, 
the King’s extent in aid of the prisoner (which 
“was to have been returned if a few days, in 
order to procure the debt to the crown, and 
the prisoner’s enlargement) which Bambridge 
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still detains: Not content with this, Bambridge 
locked the prisover out of his room, and forced 
him to lie in the open yard, called the Bare. 
Iie sat quietly under his wrongs, and, getting 
same poor materials, built a little hut, to pro- 
tect himself, as well as he coaold, from the in- 
juries of the weather. The said Bambridge, 
seeing his unconcernedness, said, ** Damn him, 
“he is easy! I will put him into the Strong 
‘ Room before tomorrow ;” and ordered 
Barnes to pull down his little hut: which was 
dune accordingly. The poor prisoner, being ia 
an ill state of health, and the night rainy, was 
put to great distress. Some time after this he 
was, about eleven e clock at night, assaulted 
by Bambridge, with several other persons, his 
accomplices, in a violent manner; and Bam- 
bridye, though the prisoner was unarmed, at- 
tacked him with his sword, but by good fortune 
was prevented from killing lim; and several 
other prisoners coming out, upon the noise, 
they carried Mackpbeadris, for safety, into 
another gentleman’s room. Soon after which, 
Bambridge, coming with one Savage, and seve- 
ral others, broke open the door; and Bam- 
bridge strove with his sword to kill the pri- 
soner; but he again got away, and hid himself 
in another room. Next morning the said Bam- 
bridge entered the prison with a detachment of 
soldiers, .nd ordered the prisoner to be dragged 
to the lodge, and ironed with great irons: on 
which he desiring to know, for what cause, and 
by what authority, he was to he so cruelly 
used, Bambridge replied, It was by his own 
authority ; and, damn him, he would do it, and 
have his life! The prisoner desired, he might 
be carried before a magistrate, that be might 
know his crime, before he was punished ; but 
Bambridce refused; and put irons upon bis 
Jegs, which were too httle, so that, in forcing 
them on, his legs were like to have been 
broken, and the torture was impossible to be 
endured: upon which the prisoner complain- 
ing of the grievous pain, and straitness of the 
irons, Bambridge answered, that he did it on . 
purpose to torture bim: on which the prisoner 
replying, that by the law of England nu man 
ought to be tortured ; Bambridge declared, 
that he would do it first, and answer for it 
afterwards; and caused ‘him to be dragged 
away to the dungeon; where he lay without a 
bed, loaded with irons, so close rivited, that 
they kept bim in cuntinual torture, and mor- 
tified his legs. After long application his 
irons were changed, and a surgeon directed to 
dress his legs; but his lameness is not, nor. 
ever can be, cured. He was kept in this mise- 
rable condition for three weeks, by which 
his sight is greatly prejudiced, and in danger of 
being lost 


The prisoner, upon this usage, petitioned the 
jedges; and, after several nee and a full 
hearing, the judges reprimanded Mr. Huggins 
and Bambridge, and declared, that a@ gaoter 
covld not answer the ironing of a man, before 
he was found guilty of a crime: bet, it being 
out of term, they could nat give the prisones 
any relief or satisfaction. 
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Notwithstanding this opinion of the Judges, 
the said Bambridge continued to keep the pri- 
soner in irons, till he had paid hia six guineas; 
and, to prevent the prisoner’s recovering 
damages for the cruel freaunent of him, Bam- 
bridge indicted him, and his principal witnesses, 
at the Old Bailey, before they knew any thing 

_of the matter; and, to support that indictment, 
he had recourse to subornation, and. turned 
two of his servants out of places, which they 
had bought, because they would not swear 
falsely, that the prisoner had struck the said 
Bambridge ;_ which words he had inserted in 
affidavits, ready prepared for signing, and which 
they knew to be false. As soon as they were 
apprised of it, they applied to'the lord mayor, 
who ordered the grand. jury down to the Fleet; 
where they found that Bambridge was the ag- 

sor; but the bill against the prisoners being 
already found, the second enquiry was too late. 

The prisoners, being no longer able to bear 
the charges of prosecution, which had already 
cost 100/. and being suftened by promises, and 
terrified by threats, submitted to plead guilty, 
on a solémn assurance, and agreement, made 
with Bambridge before witnesses, of baving but 
one shilling fine laid upon them; but, so soon 
as they had pleaded guilty, Bambridge took ad- 
vantage of it, and has continued harrassing 
them, and their securities, ever since. 

The desire of gain urged the said Bambridge 
to the preceding instances of cruelty; buta 
more diabolical passion, that of malice, ani- 
mated him to oppress Captain David Sinclair 
an the following manner: 

At the latter end of June, or beginning of 
July, last, the said Bambridge declared to the 
said Jaties Barnes, one of the agents of his 
cruelties, that he would have Sinclair’s blood; 
and he took the opportunity of the first festival 
day, which was on the first of August follow- 
ing, when, he thought, captain Sinclair might, 
by celebrating the memory of the late King, be 
warmed with liquor so far, as to give him some 
excuse for the cruelties, which he intended to 
inflict upon him: but in some measure be was 
disappointed ; for captain Sinclair was perfectly 
sober, when the said Bambridge rushed into his 
room, with a dark lanthorn in his hand, assisted 
by his accomplices James Barnes and William 
Pinder, and supported by his usual guard, 
armed with muskets and bayonets, and, with- 
out any provocation given, run his lanthorn 
anto captain Sinclair’s face, seized him by the 
collar, and told him, he must come along with 
him. Captain Sinclair, though surprised, asked, 
for what, and by what authority, he so treated 
him : upon which Barnes, and the rest, seized 
captain Sinclair; who still desiring to know, by 
what authority they so abused him, Bambridge 
grossly insulted him, and struck him with his 
cane on the head and shoulders, whilst he was 
held fast by Pindar and Barnes. Such base 
and scandalous usage of this gentleman, who 
had in the late wars always signalised himself 
with the greatest courage, gallantry, and ho- 
nour, in the service of his country, upon many 

Vou. VIII. 
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the most brave and desperate occasions, must 
be most shocking and intolerable; yet captain 
Sinclair bore it with patience, refusing only te 
go out of his room, unless he was forced: where- 
upon the said Bambridge threatened to run his 
cane down his throat, and ordered his guard to 
stab him with their bayonets, or drag him 
down to the said dungeon, called The Strong 
Room ; the latter of which they did ; and Bam- 
bridge kept him confined in that damp and 
loathsome place, till he had lost the use of hie 
limbs, and memory, neither of which bas he 
perfectly recovered to this day. Many aggra- 
vating cruelties were used, to make his confine- 
ment more terrible; and, when Bambridge 
found, he was in danger of iminediate deat 
he removed him, for fear of his dying in duress, 
and caused him to be carried, in a dying con- 
dition, from that dungeon to a room, where 
there was no bed, or furniture; and so unmer- 
cifully prevented his friends having any access 
to him, that he was four days without the least 
sustenance. ; 

It appeared to the Committee, by the evi> 
dence of a surgeon, and others, who were pri- 
soners in the house, that, when captain Sinclair 
was forced into that loathsome dungeon, he was 
in perfect health. 

Captain Sinclair applied for remedy at law 
against the said cruelties of Banibridge, and had 
procured a Habeas Corpus, for his witnesses te 
be brought before the sessions of Oyer and 
Terminer;. when the said Bambridge, b 
colour of his assumed cao as warden, too 
the said writs of Habeas Corpus ‘from the 
officer, whose duty it was to make a return of 


‘them, snd commanded him to keep out of the 


way; whilst he himself went to the Old Bailey, 
and immediately indicted captain Sinclair, and 
such of his witnesses, as, he knew, he could 
not deter by threats, or prevail with by pro- 
mises, to go from the truth. 

Captain Sinclair had temper enough to bear 
patiently almost insupportable injuries, and te 
reserve himself for a proper occasion, when 
justice should be done him-by the laws of the 
realm. 

But the said Bambridge has forced others, 
by wrongs and injuries beyond human bearing, 
to endeavour the avenging injuries and oppres- 
sions, which they could no longer endure. - 

And it appeared to the Committee, that the 
said Banbridge, in order to avoid the punish- 
ment due to these crimes, hath committed 
greater; and hath not only denied admitiance 
to the solicitors, who might procure justice to 
the injured prisoners, and in open defiance to 
the law, disobeyed the King’s writs, but hath 
also seduced some, by indulying them in rot, 


and terrified others with fearof duress, to sweat 


to, and subscribe, such false afhuavits as he 
thought fit to prepare for them. on several oc- 
casions; ju all which wronys and oppressions 
John Everett also acted as one of the said’ Lame- 
bridge’s wicked accomplices, 

‘That the said Bambridge, being asked by the 
Committee, by what-authority he preteuded to 
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put prisoners into dungeons, and irons; answer- 
ed, that he did it by bis own authority, as war- 
den, to preserve the quiet and safety of the cus- 
tody of the prison. 

But it appeared to the Committee, by the 
examinations of many witnesses, that before the 
time, when Gybbon and the said Bambridge 
acted as deputy-wardens under Mr. Huggins, 
the quiet and safety of the custody were very 
well preserved, without any use of irons,.or 
dungeons: 

That the two dungeons, called, the Strong 
Room on the master side, and the Strong 
Room on the commun side, were both built 
within these few years; and that the old me 
thod of punishing drunken and disorderly per- 
sons was, putting them in the stocks; and the 
punishment of those, who had escaped, or at- 
tempted to escape, was putting them upon a 
tub at the gate of the prison, by way of public 
shame, or securing them, without irons, in their 
proper roonis tor some days. 

‘And, that the said dungeons were built in 
defiance of, and contrary to, the declaration of 
the lord King, when Lord Chief Justice of the 
comimon pleas; who, upon an application made 
to him on behalf of the prisoners of the Fleet, 
when Mr. Huggins and Gybbon urged, that 
there was danger of prisoners escaping, de- 
clared, that they might raise their walls higher, 
but that there should be no prison within a 
prison. 

That, upon the strictest enquiry, the Com- 
mittee could not find, that any prisoners in the 
Fleet for debt had been put in irons, before 
the said Mr. Huggins had the oftice of Warden. 

That it 1s not the only design of the said 
Thomas Bambridge to extort money fron, his 
prisoners, if they survive his inhuman treat- 
meant, but he seems tu have a further view; in 
case it causes death, of possessing himself of 
their effects; one remarkable prvof of which 
the Committee think proper here to insert; 
Viz. > 

Mr. John Holder, a Spanish merchant, was 
@ prisoner in the Fleet, and had a room, which 
he fitted up with his own furniture, and had 
with him all his books, accounts, and writings, 
and other effects, to the value of about 30,0001. 
which be declared by affidavit upon the follow- 
ing occasion: - 

The said Thomas Bambridge by force turned 
the said Mr. Holder over to the common side, 
and took possession of his room, in which all 
his effects were. 

Mr. Holder remonstrated strongly against 
this usage, and Bambridge refusing to restore 
him to his room, or possession of his effects, 
he made a proper affidavit, in order to apply 
to the judges for relief; and declared, that he 
feared, his effects might be embezzled, whilst 
he was thus unjustly forced from them, and 
that he feared, Bambridge’s cruel treatment of 
him would be the cause of his death. ‘The 
miseries of the common side, which he dread- 
ed, had such an effect upon hia (being a man 
of an advanced age, aud accustomed to live in 
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ease and plenty) that it threw him into such a 
fit of sickness, as made his life despaired of; 
and in his illness he often declared, that the 
villain Bambridge would be the occasion of his 
death: which proved true; for Bambmndge 
finding Mr. Holder like to die in the duress, 
which he had put him into (for bis own sake, 
to avoid the punishment, inflicted by law upon 
gaolers, who so inhumanly destroy their pri- 
soners) permitted hin to be carried back to his 
room, where in a few days he died of the said 
sickness, contracted by the said forcible ree 
moval of him to the common side by Bambridge, 
as aforesaid. 

Mr. Hulder by bis last will appointed major 
Wilson and Mr. John Pigott trustees for his 
eon, a youth of about 13 years of age, who 
had accompanied him in the time of his confine- 
ment. , 

This young gentlemen, after his father’s 
death, locked up his effects in several trunks 
and boxes, and delivered the keys thereof to 
Mr. Pigott, as bis trustee ; who locked ap the 
room, and took the key with bim ; but the said 
Thomas Bambridge caused the said room to be 
broke open by ‘Thomas King, another of his 
accomplices, and causec! the said effects to be 
seized, after that he (Bambridge) had forced 
Mr. Pigott out of the prison (though a prisoner 
in execution) and locked down major Wilson 
(the other trustee) in the dungeon, to prevent 
their taking any inventory in bebalt of the heir 
at law, then an orphan. 

These evil practices of letting out prisoners 
extorting exorbitant fees, sutfering escapes, 
and exercising all sorts ot inhumanity, for gain, 
may in a great measure be imputed to the 
venality of the warden’s otlice ; for the warden, 
who buys the privilege of punishing others, 
does consequently sell his forbearance at high 
rates, and repair his own charge, and loss, at 
the wretched expence of the ease and quiet of 
the miserable objects in his custody. 


Upon the whole matter, the Committee came 
to the following resolutions ; viz. 


‘6 Resolved, That it appears to this Committee, 
‘‘ That Thomas Bambridge, the acting war- 
‘den of the prison of the Fleet, hath wil- 
‘fully permitted several debtors to the 
§ crown in great sums of money, as well as 
‘‘ debtors to divers of his Majesty’s subjects, 
“to escape, hath been guilty of the most 
* notorious breaches of his trust, great ex- 
“ tortions, and the highest crimes and mis- 
“ demeanors, in the execution of his said 
“ office, and bath arbitrarily and unlawfully 
‘‘ loaded with irons, put into dungeons, and 
‘* destroyed, prisoners for debt under his 
‘* charge, treating them in the most barbarous 
‘Sand cruel manner, in high violation and 
“ contempt of the laws of this kingdom. 

‘¢ Resolved, That it appears to this Committee, 
“ That John Huggins, esq. late warden of 
“the prison of the Fleet, did, during the 
“time of his wardenship, wilfully perms 
‘¢ many considerable debtors in bis custody 
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“to , and was notoriously guilty of 
* great breaches of bis trust, extortions, 
“ crue!ties, and other bigh crimes and mis- 
“ demeanors, in the execution of his said 
“ office, to the great oppressica and ruin of 
“ many of the sul.jects of this kingdom. 


APPENDIX A. 


Serjeants [on Hall, Trinity Term, 1727. 


The Tass or Fees, ordered by the Judges to 
be paid by the prisoners of the Fleet to the 
Warden, and his Agents, and to be hung 
@p in the Hall of the said Prison. 


Whereas several matters, in controversy be- 
tween the prisoners and the Warden of the 
Fleet, were heard by the nght hon. sir Robert 
Eyre, knight, Lord Chief Justice of his Ma- 
jesty’s Court of Common Pleas at Westmins- 
ter, the Honourable Robert Price, esq. sir 
Francis Page, knight, and Alexander Denton, 
esq. jusuces of the said court, at Serjeants Inn 
Hall in Chaneery Lane, on Monday, the 24th 
Gay of April, on Wednesday, the 26th day of 
the same month of Apmnil, on Monday, the first 
day of May following, and on Friday, the 5th 
day of the same month of May, in Easter Term 
m the 13th year of the reign of our Sovereign 
lord King George, Anneque Domim 1727, 
upoo which hearing the Lord Chief Justice of 
the said court caine to the fuliowing resola- 
Gons ; viz. 

‘ff. 8. a 


‘That there is due, and ought to. 

be paid, to the Warden of the Fleet, 

for every commitment fee (exclusive 

ef Commons) from all persons of the 

degree of an esquire, gentleman, or 

genuewoman, or any other persoa 

under those degrees, who shall enter 

on the master’s side of the said pris 

sap, 2l. 4s. 4d. - - - = - 24 4 
And that there ought to be paid to 

the Warden, forevery such person, 

for the ase of the minister of the 

said prison, 2. - - - - = - O 2 O 
That there is due, and ought to he 

paid, to the Warden of the Fleet, for 

@ commitment fee, for every prison- 

er im wards, or common side, not 

taking part of the poor’s box, 1/. 6s. 

4d. - -- - 2+ - 2 2 = © 16 4 
And every such person ought to 

pay the warden, for the use of the 

minister of the said prison, Is. - - 0 1 O 
Aod every prisoner, taking part of 

the poor’s bux, ought to pay tw the 

Warden 7s. 4d. and no more, tor his 

commiunent fee, and nothing for 

the muster - - - - - - 07 4 
Tnat there isdue, and ought to be 

paid, to the Warden of the Fleet, for 

every render in each cause, 2l. 4s. +d. 

and nothing tothe miuister - - 2 4 4 
That there is due, and ought to be 
paid, to the Chamberlain, as his fee, 
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for every prisoner’s entrance into the 
house, 1s. and no more - - 

That there is due and ought to be 
paid, to the Warden, for every pri- 
soner’s discharge, either by creditor, 
or stipersedeas, as a fee for his dis- 
Mission out of prison, without any 
regard to the number of causes, 
wherewith be stands charged, 7s. 6d. 
and no more - - - 

That there is due, and onght to 
be paid, to the clerk of the papers, 
for every aischarge of every acuen, 
2s. 6d. © 

And for the copy of every vache 
not exceeding three, 15. - 

And for every cause, exceeding 
three causes, 4d. besides the 1s. 
a-piece for each of the said first uee 
causes = 

That there is ‘due, and ought to 
be paid, wo the clerk of the papers, 
tor his certificate of the prisoner's 
discharge, delivered to’ the prisoner 


himself, without any regard to the 


number of causes he stood charged 
with, 2s. 6d. and for his certiticate 
to the warden, for such SSCDRIES: 
2s. Gd. - 

That there is due, end Sushi to 
be paid, to the clerk of tie enquiries, 
on the discharge of a prisoner by the 
creditors, and not by Sapersedeas, 
2s. 6d. + 

That there is due, and ought to 
be paid, to the turnkey (who is now 
both porter and gaoler) for the pri- 
soner’s entrance into the honse, 2s. 
and for such prisoner’s discharge, to 
the turnkey being porter and gacler) 
2s. 6d. 

That there i is due, and | ought to be 
paid, to the turnkey, for every de- 
claration, welvered to him for a pre 
soner, 1s. 

That there is no “fee due to the 
warden, upon his accepting security, 
on the prisoner’s having the benetit 
of dav rules. 

That there is no fee due to the 
warden for lodging and chamber 
rent, where the prisoner has not ac- 
tua! possession of the chamber; but 
there is due to the warden for every 
prisoner or prisoners his or their 
lodging or chamber rent 2s. 6d. per 
week, such lodging or chamber i 
farnished —- 

That there 1s hier to the ainmter, 
that ofliciates, and performs divine 


service, within the said prisoo, for 


the ume being, from every prisoner 
within the walls of the said prison, 
or without the walls, or within the 
rules, 4d. per week, to be paid 
to the warden for the use of such 
minister: And that no such minister, 
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or any other clergyman, being a pri- 
soner within the walls, or rules, of 
the Fleet, do presume to marry any 
person, without licence, within the 
prison, or rules, of the Fleet; and 
that the warden, and his othcers, do 
use their utmost vigilance to prevent 
alisuch marriages. 


That there is no fresh commitment 
fee due to the warden, upon the pri- 
soner’s bringing himself back to the 
Fleet by Habeas Corpus, when the 
warden himself had removed him 


theuce by Habeas Corpus; and _ 


that there is no fee, gratuity, or re- 
ward, due to the warden, for his re- 
turning a Habeas Corpus; bu: there 
is a fee of 5s. 4d. due to the clerk of 
the papers, for the allowance of every 
writ of Habeas Corpus, and 4s. for 
the return of the first cause, and 2s. 
for every other cause, and no 
more e - = = - 


That, when a prisoner dies io the 
Fleet, the warden shall detain the 
body no longer, than till the Coro- 
ner’s Inquest be finished, which 
shall be dune with all reasonable 
Hae and immediately afterwards 
the body shall he delivered to the 
prisoner's friends, or relations, if 
they desire it, without fee or re- 

ard. ; . . 

That it is the duty of the warden, 
and belongs to him, to keep the pri- 
.son house, and windows, in neces 
sary and good repair, and to keep 
the bog-house, and dunghill, as 
~ clean, and free from stench and noi- 
gomeness, as possible. 


That a table of gifts and bequests, 
made for the benefit of the prisoners 
in the Fleet, expressing the particu- 
lar purposes, for which the same were 
given, be prepared by the warden, 
and hung up in the Hall of the said 
prison. 

That the ward gates be opened at 
five of the ctock in the summer, and 
seven of the clock in the winter, and 
do stand constantly open in the day 
time, according to the order, made 
the 17th February, 1747. 

And whereas this court, opon fur- 
ther consideration of the premises 
this present Trinity term, in the 13th 

aruf the reign of our sovereign 

ord King George, is of opinion, that 

the said Resoiutions are just; it is 

hereby ordered, that the same be ob- 

served by the warden, and prisoners, 

and all other persons therein con- 

gemed.——_( Signed )—Robert Eyre, 
Robert Price, F. Page, Alex- 
ander Denton. 
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| A Lisr or Bequests, &c. which the Wardea 
of the Fleet has set up in the common 
Hall in the said Fleet prison, the 20th 


June, 1727, which he allows of. 


Received from 
Common Pleas 34. 
From the Court of Exchequer, 
6s. 8d. everyterm —- - - 
The gift of Edward Thatcher, 40s. 
per annum, the King’s tax allowed 
out - - - - - - 
The gift of Mr. Parker, 30s per 
annum, payable from merchant-tay- 
lors company, King’s tax allowed out 
ofit - 2 ++ -* - = 
The gift of John Grubham, esq. 
81. allowed out of it 10s. fora sea 
breach in a fence of land in Somer- 
setshire, called TheClose - = 
The gift of Mr. John Kendrick, 30s, 
payable from the Drapers’ Com- 
pany - - = - o 
Received from the running box- 
men, Christmas, Easter, and Whit- 
suntide - - - - 
Received from the honourable 
Master of the Rolls  - - = 
The gift of Mr. Dawson, which 
has not been paid these several years, 
to be given by the churchwardens of 
Estrel Pleas - - - 
The gift of Mr. Carter, which has 
not been paid, as appears from the 
churchwardens of Underhurst = - 
Received from the Leather-sellers’ 
Company - - - - > 
Received every Christmas 33 
penny loaves, parted at the dividing 
table. 


Appgrnpix, B. 


from, 


In the first gallery ten prisoners 
at2s.10d.perweekeach = = 

Inthe second gallery 11 prisoners, 
at 2s. 10d. per week each’ + - 

More in the same gallery; viz. 
Qne at 3s. 6d. two at 10s. and 
three at 5s. 4d. each; which comes 
to - - - - - - 
| In the third galiery, 19 at 2s. 10d. 
Two at 3s. 9d, four at 5s. 4d. and. 
two at 5s. 8d. each; which comes 
‘to - o - cs cs - 
In the fourth gallery 30, at 


28. 10d. each; which comes to - 


In the garden rooms 12, at 
12s. 10d, each 


i 


e _@ - o 


the Court of £. 
each term 1 


(7% 
s. a. . 
2 0 90 
16 0 


116 90 


An Account of the Profits, arising yearly to the 
Warden of the Fleet by Rents, payable for 
Lodgings, and other Rents, Perquisites, and 
Profits, which appear to be made there- 


f£.3..4. 
18 4 


111 8 
119 6. 


414 0 
45 @ 


114 @, 


Total per week—— 15 12 © 


pee 


t 


728} 


comesto - - - - 
To which add, 

The cellar, let perannum at - 
The coffee room, let per an- 


pum at - - - - - 
The several rooms in the cha- 
pel stairs, let per annum at - 


The thirteen houses fronting 
Fleet ditch, between the two 
walls and the prison, ten of which 
are let at 310/. there is also three 
unlet, at 90/. per annum; and 
comes, together, to - - - 

Rent paid avnvally by the 
sheriiis of London to the keeper 
of the palaces of Westminster ~ 

Ditt» to the warden of the 
Tlet - - - - > 

The commitment fees, at 2. 


4s. 4d. each commitment, being 


computed by Mr. Bygrave and 
Mr. Cotton, the former and pre- 
sent clerk of the papers, to be at 
least, communibus annis, 320 in 
number, amount to per annum, 
6461. 18s. 8d. and the dismission 
fees at 7s. 6d. each prisoner, 
amount to per annum, 120/. and 
make in the whole, per annum 
Besides the vast number of 
extortiuns over and above these 
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Which for 52 weeks, orone year, 
| - 811 4 0 


80 
14 
79 


400: 


10 


766 18 8 


fees; particularly from Walter - 


Newbary 111. 4s. John Dudley 
16. 12s. Beujamin Wakeling 52. 
Ss. Peter Jordain 61. 10s. Tho- 
mas Goulder 84. 19s. 6d. Alex- 


ander Sydall 6¢. 10s. Alexander - | 


Leickey 3/. Gs. 8d. Jeremiah 
Miles 41. 14s. 6d. James Bayley 
461. 8s. 8d. and several others. 
By liberty of rules, and new 
years’ gilts, from the best ac- 
counts that are given or can be 
learnt, per annum upwards of - 
Shops in Westminster-hall, let 
at 117/. and when all arelet - 
Tse chaplains fees for entrance 
of 320 prisoners, at 2s. each, 
amount to $2/, per anuum, be- 
sides 4d. per week from at least 
1,000 prisoners iu the prison, and 
the liberty of the rules, amount- 
ing to 8651. 16s. per annum, and 
together make 897/. 16s. But 
Dr. Franks, dean of Bedford, be- 
ing the officiating chaplain, has 
been allowed but 40 guineas a 
year and 40 guineas a year more 
when there was a real chaplain, 
which together make 80 guineas 
per ann. ; 80, deducting the said 
80 guineas from the said 897/. 
26s. there will remain a clear 
profit to the warden, perannum 


Total perannum 4,652 18. 8 


1,500 0 0 


150 O 0 


818 16 0 


Ges 
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Besides the appointment of the following of- 
fice 


ia 


rs: 
he clerk of the papers gave for his place, 
1,5008. 
The clerk of the enquiries place, worth 1501. 
per annum. 
The turnkey’s place 50/. per annum. 
The chamberlain’s place 40/. per annum: 
The tipstatf to the court of Chancery gave 
for tng place 328 guiness. 
The tipstaff of tie Rolls gave 150 guineas. 
The tipstaff of the Exchequer 150 guineas. 
The tipstaff of: the Common Pleas 210 
uineas. 
The other tipstaff there, 200 guineas. 


The Resolutions of the Committee, being | 
severally read a second time, were, upon the 
question severally put thereupon, agreed unto 
by the House ; and are as follow 5 viz. 

«© Resolved, nem. con. That Thomas Bam- 
“ bridge, the acting Warden of the prison of 
‘the Fleet, hath wilfully permitted several 
“¢ debtors to the crown in great sums of money, 
“as well as debtors to divers of his Majesty’s 
*¢ subjects, to escape, hath been guilty of the 
4 & most notorious breaches of his trust, great 
“ extortions, and the highest crimes and mis- 
“ demeanors, in the execution of his said of © 
“ fice, and hath arbitrarily and unlawfully 
“ Joaded with irons, put into dungeons, and de- 
« stroyed prisoners for debt under his charge, 
“treating them in the most barbarous and 
¢ cruel manner, in high violation and contempt 
“‘ of the laws of this kingdom. . 

‘6 Resolved, nem. con. That Juhn Huggins, 
«¢ esq. late Warden of the prison of the Fleet, 
“did, during the time of his wardenship, wil 
« fully permit many considerable debtors in his 
« custody to escape, and was notoriously guilty 
‘of great breaches of his trust, extortions, 
‘ crucities and other high crimes and misde-- 
‘¢ meanors, in the execution of his said office, 
“to the great oppression and ruin of many of 
“ the subjects ot this kingdom.” 


The House also came to the following Reso- 
lutions ; viz. : 

“ Resolved, That it appears to ths House, 
‘©4. That James Barnes was an agent of, and 
“an accomplice with, the said Thomas Bam- . 
“ bridge, in the commission of his said crimes, 

“9, That William Pindar was an agent of, 
‘and an accomplice with, the said Thomas 
“ Bambridge, in the commission of his said 
“¢ crimes. 

“3, That Jobn Everett was an agent of, and 
an accomplice with, the said Thomas Bam-~ 
“ bridge, in the commission of his said crimes. 

“4. That Thomas King was an agent of, 
“and an accomplice with, the said Tbomaa_ 
'« Bambridge, in the commission of bis said 
© crimes.” 


Mr. Oglethorpe acquainted the House, that 
jhe was directed by the Committee to move, 
“That an humble Address be presented to his 
‘Majesty, that he will be graciously pleased to 
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direct his Attorney General forthwith to pro- 
secute, in the most eflectual unanner, the said 
Thomas Bambridge, Jotn Huggins, the said 
James Barnes, William Pindar, John Everett, 
and Thomas King, for their several crimes.”— 
Which was agreed to by the House.* And the 
said persons were ordered to be committed to 
Newgate. 

Mr. Oglethorpe also acquainted the House, 
that he was directed by the Co:mmittee to 
move, that leave be given to bring ina Bill, to 
disable the said Thomas Bambridge to hold 
or execute the office of Wurden of the prison 
of the Fleet, or to have or exercise any au- 
thority, relating thereto. Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Oglethorpe also acquainted the House, 
that he was directed by the Committee to 
move, that leave be given to bring ina Bill, 
for better regulating the Prison of the Fleet, 


and for more eifectual preventing, and punisb-. 


ing, arbitrary and illegal practices of the war- 
den of the said Prison.—Ordered accordingly. 


Srconp Report or THESELECT CoMMITTEE 
ow THE STaTE OF THE GaoLs or THIS KiNG- 
pom.}| May 14. Mr. Oglethorpe, from the Com- 
mittee, appointed to enquire into the State of 
the Gaols of this kingdom, made a Report of 
some progress, which the Committee had made 
an their Enquiry into the State of the Prison of 
the Court of Marshalsea, and of the king’s 
Palace court of Westminster, and also of a 
further progress, which the Committee had 
made in their Enquiry into the State of the 
Fleet Prison, with the Resolutions of the 
Committee thereupon: and he read the Report 
in his place, and afterwards delivered the same 
(with the or) in at the clerk’s table; 
where the Report, and Resolutions of the 
Committee, were read, and are, as follows ; 


The Committee, having, in pursuance of the 
Order of this House, of the 25th day of 
February 1728, to enquire into the state 
of the Gaols of this kingdom, adjourned 
tothe Prison of the Court of the Mar- 
shalsea, and of the King’s Palace Court 
of Westminster, and at several times exa- 
mined into the state of that Prison, have 

' made some progress therein, which they 
bave thought fitto lay before the House. 


It appeared tu the Committee, that the Prison 
ef the Marshalsea doth belong to the Court of 
the Marshalsea of the king’s houshold, and tu 
the Court ef Record of the king’s palace of 
Westminster; and that the person, who bath 
the care of the prison, and custody of the 
Marshalsea, is stiled deputy marshal of the 
Marshaisea of the king’s household, and keeper 
of the Prison of the same Court, and of the 
Prison of the Court of Record of the king’s 
Palace of Westminster; and is appointed by 
the knight marshal for the time being. 

That sir Philip Meadows, then knight mar- 
shal of the king’s household, did, by deed 
a ee 


® See State Trials, a. v. 1729. 
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poll, given under his hand and seal the 25th of 
November, 1720, constitute Jolin Darby gen- 
ueman, deputy marshal of the Marshalseas 
of the king’s huusebold, and keeper of the Pri- 
sons aforesaid during the term of bis natural life. 

And the said knight marshal, by Articles of 
agreement indented, bearing even date with the 
suid last mentioned Deed Pol!, declares the con- 
ditions, under which the said Jobn Darby 1s to 
enjoy the suid offices ; and (among others) that, 
if the said John Darby, without the knight 
marshal’s consent in writing, shall at any ame 
let to farm the said offices, or any of the fees, 
profits, advantages, or benefits, thereof, the 
said grant shall cease, determine, and be void. 

That Jobn Darby, contrary to the said con- 
ditions, hath let the profits of the said offices, 
without consent of the said knight marshal; 
and by indenture of lease, bearing date the 
21st day of March, 1727, did grant, and to 
farm let, to William Acton, butcher, the Mar- 
sbalsea Prison for 140/. per annum; and by 
the same lease did let the benefit of the lodg- 
ing of the prisoners, and other advantages, for 
the further yearly rent of 260. to be paid to 
him, clear of all taxes, for the term of 7 years. 

That, to make the profits of the Prison anise, 
to answer the said exorbitant rents, no kind of 
artifice, or oppression, hath been unpractised. 

Ie appears, upon the examination of many 
witnesses, that, on the entry of prisoners into 
the said Prison, money has been extorted from 
them, for obtaining the liberty of going to the 
master’s side, though the said Darby himself 
acknowledged, he had no right to any fees, tll 
the prisoner was discharged: And, in order to 
create a greater profit, by vending liquors, and 
food, the servants of the keeper have obstruct- 
ed the bringing ia necessary liquors, and pro- 
visions, contrary to the express words of the | 
act of parliament, of the 22d and 23d _ year of 
king Charles 2d; and have often under the 
pretence of searching for liquors, treated very 
rudely and indecently women, who came to 
relieve and support their busbands, labouring 
under the hardships and necessities of the 
gaol: And they raise the price of liquors, and 
other necessaries, insomuch that the necessi- 
tous prisoner is obliged to pay three pence per 
quart for worse beer, he can buy out of 
the Prison for two-pence half-penny: And 
they have also encouraged a practice, among 
the prisoners, of forcing those, newly com- 
mitted, to pay garnish, and of levying fines 
upon each other, under frivolous pretences ; 
the money, arising from which, isto be spent 
at the tap-house; so that he, who 1s most active 
in exacting it, is favoured, asthe greatest friend 
to the house. This method of levying garnish 
money, and fines, is so publicly allowed, that 
there are tables hung up in each room, of the 
stated garnish fees, some of which amount to 
7s. 6¢. some to more; and if the unhappy 
wretch (which is the general case) bath not 
money to pay them, the prisoners strip bim in 
@ riotous manver which, in thelr cant phrase, 
they call letting the black dog walk. 
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This shews the inconveniency of the Keeper’s 
having the advantage of the tap-house; since, 
to advance the rent thereof, and to consume 
the liquors, there vended, they not only en- 
courage riot and drunkenness, but also prevent 
the needy prisoner from being supplied by his 
friends with the mere necessaries of life, in 
order to increase an exorbitant gain to their 
tenants. 

And these extortions, though small in the 
particulars, are very heavy upon the unbappy 
prisoners, many of whom are so poor, asto be 
committed for a debt of one shilling only ; for, 
by the usage of the said Court of Record, pro- 
cesses are issued for the smallest sums; and, 
though the cause of action is but one penny, a 
process is issued, the process is returned, and 


the proceedings are carried on, till such time as | 


the costs amount to above 40s. and thereupon 
the debtor is thrown into prison; and, by add- 
ing the costs to the debt, the late act of par- 
ment, against frivolous and vexatious arrests, 
is eluded: Nor is it probable, that he cao be 
from thence released; for if he was incapable 
before to pay the cause of action, he must be 
much more so, when the costs are added 
thereto; and, if his creditor then relents, he 
is detained for the gaoler’s fees, and costs of 
suit, infinitely greater than the original debt. 

It appeared to the Committee, that there was 
no list of fees publicly hung up in any part of 
the Prison, though required by law: As tu 
which the said John Darby being examined, he 
acknowledged, that no such list of late had 
been hung up; hut be delivered to the Con.- 

‘ mittee a paper, which, he informed them, was 
a stliedule of fees, established by the judges of 
the court of the king’s Palace of Westminster 
the 17th of December, 1675, hereunto an- 
nexed in the first Appendix, marked with the 
letter A; which fees seem very exorbitant, in 
regard there are different fees paid by the same 
prisoner to the same officer, and the whole 
amounts to more, than is proportionable to the 
smallness of the sums, for which processes are 
issued out of that court. 

Upon inspection of the several parts of the 
said gaol, the Committee firid, that the said 

1 is divided into two divisiuns, viz. the mas- 
ter’s side, and the common side; and that a 
thereof is only fenced in witha few weak 
old boards: That there are several rooms on 
the master’s side kept empty, some with but 
ene or two persons in them, and others at the 
same time crouded to that degree, as even to 
make them unhealthy; particularly, in one of 
the rooms ina part of the Prison, called the 
Oake, nine men are Jaidin three beds, and 
each man pays 2s. 6d. per week; so that room 
“singly produces 1/, 2s. 6d. per week: But a 
more particular account of the numbers of 
prisoners in each room, and of the sums they 
are to pay for chamber rent, will appear by 
the annexed Appendix, B. 

It appeared to the Committee that the 
Gaoler of the said Prison, out ef a view of 
gain, hath frequently refused to remove sick 
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persons, upon complaint of those, who lay in 
the same bed with them; a particular instance 
of which follows. 

Mrs. Mary Trapps was prisoner in the Mar- 
shalsea, and was put to lie in the same bed with 
two other women, each of which paid 2s. 6d. 
per week chamber rent: She fell ill, and lan- 
guished for a considerable tine; and the last 
three weeks grew so offeusive, that the others 
were hardly able to bearthe room: They fre- 
quently complained to the turnkeys, and officers, 
and desired to be removed ;_ but all in vain: 
At last she smelt so strong, that the turnkey 
himself could not bear to come iyto the room, 
to hear the complaints of her bedfellows ; and 
they were forced to lie with her, or on the 
boards, till she died. | 

And the Committee, inspecting the various 
parts of the gaol, saw a prisuner, who kept his 
bed with a fistula, and two other persons obli- 
ged to lie with bim in the same bed, though each 
paid 2s. 6d. per week-; yet they even submitted 
to such rent, and usage, rather than be turned 
down to the common side. __ 

The common side is enclosed with a strong 
brick .wall; In it are now confined upwards 
of 330 prisoners, most of them in the utmost 
necessity: They are divided into particular 
rooms, called wards; and the prisoners, be- 
longing to each ward, are Jockedup in their 
respective wards every night; most of which 
are excessively crowded, thirty, forty, nay fifty, 
persons having been locked up in some of them, 
not sixteen foot square; and at the same time 
that these rooms have been so crowded, to the 
great endangering the healths of the prisoners, 
the largest room in the common side bath been 
kept empty, and the room over George’s ward 
was let out to a taylor, to work in, and no body 
allowed to lie in it, though all the last year there 
were sometimes forty, and never less than thirty- 
two, persons locked up in George’s ward every 
night, which is a room of sixteen by fourteen 
feet, and about eight feet high: The surface of 
the room is not sufficient to contain that number, 
when laid down ; so that one halt are hung up 
in hammocks, whilst che others lie on the floor 
under them : The air 1s so wasted by the nuin- 
ber of persons, who breathe in that narrow 
compass, that it is not suticient to keep them 
from stifling, several having in the heat of sum- 
ner perished for want of air: Every night, at 
eight of the clock in the winter, and nine in the 
summer, the prisoners are locked up in their 
ds daa wards, and from those hours, until 
eight of the clock in the morming in the winter, 
and five in the summer, they cannot, upon any 
occasion, come out; so that they are forced to 
ease nature within the room, the stench of which. 
is noisome beyond expression, and it seems sur- 
prizing, that it hath not caused a contagion. 

The crowding of prisoners together in this 
manner is one great occasion of the gaol dis- 
temper ; and, though the unhappy men should 
escape infection, or overcome it, yet, if they 
have not relief from their friends, famine des- 
troys them; all the support, such poor wretches 
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have to subsist on, is an accidental allowance of 
pease, given once a week by a gentleman, who 
conceals his name, and about thirty pounds of 
beef, provided by the voluntary contribution of 
the judge and otticers of the Marshalsea, on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday ; which is di- 
vided into very stall portions, of about an 
ouoce and an half, distributed with one fourth- 
part of an half-penny loaf: each of the sick is 
first served with one of those portions, and 
those, that remain, are divided amongst the 
wards ;° but the numbers of the people in them 
are su great, that it comes to the turn of each 
man but about once iu fourteen days, and of 
each woman (they being fewer) once in ® week. 

When the miserable wretch hath worn out 
the charity of his friends, and consumed the 
money, which he hath raised upon his cloaths, 
and bedding, and hath eat his last allowance of 
provisions, he usually in a few days grows weak, 
for want of food, with the symptoms of a hec- 
tic fever; and, when he is no longer able to 
stand, if he can raise 3d. to pay the fee of the 
common nurse of the prison, he obtains the h- 
berty of being carried into the sick ward, and 
lingers on for about a month or two, by the as- 
sistance of the above-mentioned prison portion 
of provision, aod then dies. 

The Committee saw in the Womens Sick 
Ward, many miserable objects lying, without 
beds, on the floor, perishing with extreme want ; 
and in the Mens Sick Ward yet much worse: for 
along the side uf the walls of that ward boards 
were laid upon trestles, like a dresser in a kit- 
chen; and under them, between those trestles, 
were laid on the fluor one tire of sick men, and 
upon the dresser another tire, and over them 
hung a third ure in haminocks, 

On the giving food to these peor wretches 
(though it was done with the utmost caution, 
they being only allowed at tirst the smallest 
quantities, and that of liquid nourishment) one 
died: the vessels of his stomach were so disor- 
dered, and contracted, for want of use, that 
they were totally incapable of performing their 
office. and the unhappy creatwe perished about 
the time of digestion. Upon his body a coro- 

_Ner’s inquest sat (a thing which though required 
by law to be always done, hath for mauy years 
been scandalously omitted in this gag!) and the 
jury found, that he died of want. 

Thuse, who were not so far gone, on proper 
nourishment given them, recovered, so that not 
above nine have died since the 25th of March 
last, the day the Committee first met there, 
though, betore, a day seldom passed without a 
death, and upon the advancing of the spring, 
not less than eight or ten usually died every 24 
hours. 

The great numbers, who appeared to have 
perished for want, induced the Committee to 
enquire, what charities were given for the sub- 
Bistence of the prisoners in this gaol: they have 
as yet been only alle to come at full proof of 
30/. per annum, left by sir Thomas Gresham, 
and one pound per annum, paid by each coun- 
ty am England, commonly called exhibition 
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money; but have reason to believe, there are 
many other sums, which the shortness of the 
time prevented the Committee from being able 
fully to discover. 

All the Charities belonging to tbe prison 
were formerly received by a steward, chose by 
the prisoners on the common side, and the 
said prisoners had a common seal belonging to 
them, kept by their said steward; and they 


were divided into six wards, each of whichchose _ 


monthly a constable; aod the said constable's 
signing a receipt, and sealing it with the said 
common seal, was a full discharge to the persons 
paying the charities. 

In 1722 Matthew Pugh was chosen steward 
by the prisoners, and, at their request, approved 
by sir John Bennet, then Judge of the Mar- 
Shalsea Court. Pugh discovered several chark’ 
ties, which had been before concealed, and ap- 
plicd them to the use of the prisoners; and in 
1725 he acquainted the then constables, that 
Joho Darby, and bis servants in the lodge, bad 
got possession of the old common seal, and that 
Edward Gilbourne, Deputy Prothonotary of 
the said court, had the possession of another 
seal, with the same impression, which he had 
reasun to believe was made use of to affix to 
receipts for charity money, to the great fraud 
and oppression of the poor prisoners: upon 
which the said constables agreed to be at the 
expence of making a new seal, with this ad 
dition, “ Marshalsea Prison, 1725; ” and they 
also bought a chest, with seven different locks 
and keys, so that the chest could not be opened 
without all the said seven keys, one of which 
was lodged in the hands of each constable, 
and the seventh in the hands of the steward; 
and they fixed the chest to the wall in the 
ward, called the Constables Ward, and locked 
up the seal therein ; and, whenever any receipt 
was ta be sealed, the six constables, and the 
steward, were all concurring; and the money, 
so received, was publicly known, and divided. 

But this publie aud just manner of receiving, 
and distributing, the charities, was disliked by 
the keeper, and his servants ; and they com- 
plained to the judge of the Palace Court, and 
gave information, that the said Pugh was a 
very turbulent fellow ; and procured a rule 
(a copy of which is hereunto annexed in tbe 
Appendix marked C) by which it is ordered, 
that Matthew Pugh shall be no longer pet- 
mitted to have access to the said Prison, o8 
Court; and the prisoners are aliowed to chuse 
another steward : And accordingly John Grace, 
then clerk to the keeper, was chusen steward 
by those in the keeper’s interest; but the con- 
stables, in behalf of the prisoners, refused ¢o 
deliver up the keys of the chest, where their 
seal was, insisting, that all receipts should be 
sealed, as usual, ina public manner, that they 
might know, what money was received; and 
thereupon the said chest was broke down, 
and carried away, by the said Wilhem Acton 
aud the said John Grace. : 

The said William Acton, in bis defence 


against this charge, did not deny this facs: but 


\ 
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said, hedid it by order of the Court : And being 
required to produce such order; be said it was 
a verbal order, given him by the said Edward 
Gilbourne: And the said Edward Gilbourne, 
being examined in the presence of the said 
William Acton, denied, that he gave any such 
order. 

This transaction was about the time the act 
for relief of insolvent debtors, in 1725, tonk 
place ; and the old prisoners, who knew this 
affair, being discharged by that act, those, who 
were newly committed, being ignorant of weir 
rights to charities, were defrauded thereuf 
under this abuse. 

After the time of taking by violence posses- 
sion of the prisoners seal, as before mentioned. 
the said seal was used in the Lodge, without 
the privity or consent of the prisoners, and was 
affixed to receipts for legacies, and charities, 
which the said Gilhourne received, and disposed 
of, as he pleased, in a very irreguiar and arbi- 
trary manner, untill complaint thereof was 
made to sir John Darnall, judge of the Court ; 
and then what was alterwards paid Jor the pri- 
soners, was distributed regularly, but no ac- 
count was given to the prisoners, by Gilbourne, 
of the momies he received, 

Till the turning out of Pugh, and the violent 
breaking open the prisoners said chest, the 
steward used to distribute the charity money 
among the prisoners equally and indifferently, 
without favour or affection, and accounted re-: 
gularly to the prisoners, and never received any 
money without their privity, and orders; but 
since the said violence nothing hath been re- 
gularly done in respect of the charities : Some- 
times the said Edward Gilbourne, at other 
times the said John Grace, distributed them, 
as they thought fit; and, since the said William 
Acton, butcher, hath rented the eaid gaol, there 
has heen no steward, nor any account given of 
the said charities, he haviog taken upon him- 
selfto act as steward, without the choice, or 
consent, of the prisoners: And, upon his ex- 
amination, he confessed, that, from May, 1728, 
to May 1729, he had received charity money 

"for the poor prisoners, amounting to above 1154. 
of which he had kept no account, and took no 
notice thereof, tll this Committee was ap- 
pointed, to enquire into the State of the Gaols, 
dot expecting to have been asked about it’ He 
pretended, he had distributed the money 
Among the prisoners directly, but produced no 
sort of vouchers for it. 

The present extreme want and necessity of 
the prisoners in the said gaol proceeds from the 
Charities being grossly perverted, and not laid 
Outin proper provisions, and divided into pro- 
td Portions : For if 115d. « year (which Acton 

mselfacknowledges he had received) hud been 
laid out in bread only, it would have afforded 

‘€ach prisones two pounds of bread per week, 

supposing the prisoners on the common side 


to have amounted, one time with another, to. 


300; which pittance, though very small, would 
ve Prevented the starving to death many 
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miserable wretches, who have perished in the 
said gaol with mere hunger. 

The Committee have reason to believe, that 
the charities, piven by well disposed persons 
unknown, have been sufficient for the suppore 
and maintenance of tbe poor prisoners in this 


gaol; but the modesty of the donors conceal- . 


lng their alms, this too great fear of ostentation 
hath enabled the gaoler, and bis miscreants at 
the Lodge, to pervert the charity monies, and 
defraud the poor miserable prisoners thereof. 

The Committce have discovered some pri- 
vate charities (notwithstanding the industry of 
the donors to conceal them) particularly, that 
of his grace the duke of Danek the present 
lord steward of the household, who raised a 
fund of charity upon the destruction of thae 
pernicious practice of selling othices. 

The custom of this Court formerly was to 
sell all the places belonging thereto, and the 
very counsel, and attornies, purchased the li- 
berty of pleading, and practising, in this Courts 
for which the first gave as far as 1,000/. the 
latter as far as 1,500. each; one moicty of 
which sums was for the benefit of the ford 
steward, and the other moiety for the kaight 
marshal. | 

As the present inquiry is not into the na- 
ture and practice of this Court (the Abuses of 
which will deserve a particular inquiry) the 
Committee do not enlarge upon the ill conse- 
quences of such corrupt sales; but cannot 
forbear to observe, that the first who stemmed 


this tide of corruption, was his grace the duke ° 


of Argyle, then lord steward: who, disdaining 
to share the spoils of the unfortunate, scorned 
to take any money arising from the sale of 
offices, and inade an excellent precedent (very 
much disliked by the practising part of the 
Court) that of appointing officers for their 
merit, not for their money. Upon the death of 
sir John Bennet, his grace, without fee or re- 
ward, appointed sir John Darnall judge of the 
Court, and followed the same method In dis- 
posing of the other offices of the Court. 

The duke of Dorset (now Lord Steward) was’ 
very much importuned by the oicers of the 
Court to permit the practice of selling, as for- 
merly ; but, being resolved not to give way to 
it, yet willing to be eased of their importunity, 
he let them know, that he would sell the place 
of one of the counsel, then vacant : ‘The sum, 
he sold it for, was 1002. only, to George Ballard, 
esq., which his grace ordered to be applied to 
discharge poor prisoners, and at the saine time 
expressly directed Mr. Ballard to give no othet. 
money to any person whatsoever. 

The aforementioned Edward Gilbourne, de- 
puty prothonotary, received the said money, 
and was two years in disposing of it, discharg- 
ing such only, as he himself thought proper. 

In that time an act, for relief of insolvent 
debtors, took place, by virtue of which meny 
persons were discharged out of the said prison, 
and others were at several times also discharged 
by private charities from persons uoknown ; 
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bac the names of those, thus released, cannot 
now be discovered, or compared with the List, 
delivered by the said Gilbourne, of the names 
of the prisoners, which, he pretends, were 
discharged by the duke of Dorset’s said charity. 

It appeared to the Committee, that the 
keepers-in the lodge have greatly imposed on 
the charitable persons, who, without ciscover- 
ing their names, have released prisoners, by 

aying their debts, and fees. These keepers 
hae n set of idle fellows, employed’ by them as 
agents in carrying on their wicked designs, and 
whom they indulge in riot, and in abusing their 
feNow prisoners, and allow to go out, as mes- 
sengers. These persons are-volantery prison- 
ers ; and in the List, given m by John 
be acknowledged 20, whe chose rather to be 
confined, than at liberty. ‘hese the keepers 
generally produce, as proper objects of cha- 
rity, when pious persons, unknown, come to 
discharge poor prisoners in secret; and their 
pretended debts, and fees, being paid, as such 
objects, they, in form, go out of the prison, tut 
m a little time return back again to the same 
wicked practice, to the scandalous abuse of such 
pious and excellent charities, and to the great 
traud and oppression of the miserable, for whom 
they were intended. 
he abuse of the Begging Box is another 
great imposition. 

The prisoners have all along had 2 right to 
nominate persons, to ge about with begging 
baskets, and boxes, and to give them deputa- 
tions, under their hands and their common 
seal, to make such collections ; but since that 
seal has been violently take away, and kept in 
the Lodge, as aforesaid, these deputations are 
eountersigned, and sealed, by the deputy 
marshal, or some of his agents, or servants ; 
and the priconers have been forced to submit 
to give to such persons, for their pais, all the 
monies collected by them, provided they bring 
in two baskets only of broken victuals per week, 
or, in lieu ‘herent pay two shillings; and even 
this disadvantageous agreement is not complied 
with; for the prisoners are months together 
witbout bearing any thing at all of their “basket 
men, 

So that the good and charitable intentions of 
mankind are wicked!y perverted, and rendered 
useless, and of no avail, to the poor prisoners, 
who can neither come out to be relieved, nor 
can those, who come to relieve, have easy ac- 
cess to such poor wretches, nor distinguish the 
impostors from the anfortunate. 

The only effectual way to distribute such 
charity rightly seems to be, ta see: some prisoner 
af each ward, who is not in the keeper's in- 
terest, and from such prisoner to know the 
most necesésitous. 

The abovementioned practice of farming 
and defrauding the begging box is not peculiar 
to this prison of the Marsbalsea only : the poor 
prisoners in the Fleet Prison are abused in the 
eaine manner. 

In this prison of the Marshalsea pirates are 
hept, as well as debtors; and the first, who 
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are generally a very desperate and aban- 
doned sort of people, are suffered to mix 
with all the unhappy debtors of the come 
mon side: which may be of dangerous con- 
sequence: For this being a prison for the 
poorer sort, in which greet numbers of poor 
sailors are communly confined, the conversa 
tion of these pirates, and their boasts, how 
riotously they lived, whilst at sea, may instil 
inclinations of following the same wicked prac- 
tices. This correspondence with these despe~ 
rate people hath already had some influence 
upon the poor debtors, and was, in part, the 
occasion of several of them attempting to es 
cape; to which hunger and extreme want being 
added, some of them became so desperate, 
that, after having fasted four days, and seeing 
no hope of relief, they attempted to break 
through the prison wall, and were taken in the 
attempt. g 
This gave the gaolers a pretence to exercise 
their greater cruelties. All the persons, so 
attempting to escape, were called into the 
lodge by the said Acton, one by one, and there 
examined. One of them was seen to go in 
perfectly well, and, when be came out again, 
he was in the greatest disorder: His thumbs 


| were much swollen, and very sore; and he 


declared, that the occasion of his being in that 
condition was, that the keeper, in order to 
extort from him a confession of the names of 
those, who had assisted him, and others, in 
their attempt to escape, had screwed certain 
instruments of iren upon his thumbs, so close, 
that they had forced the blood out of them, 
with exquisite pain: After this he was carried. 
into the strong room, where, besides the other 
irons, which be had on, they fixed on his neck 
and hands an iron instrument, called a collar, 
like a pair of tongs: and, be being a large 
lusty man, when they screwed the said instru- 
ment close, his eyes were ready to start out of 
his head, the blood cushed out of his ears and 
nose, he foamed at the mouth, the slaber ran 
down, and he made several motions to speak, 
but could not: After these tortures he was 
confined in the strong room for many days 
with a very heavy pair of irons, called sheers, 
on his legs. 

It has heen uswal in this prison for the keep 
ers unlawfully to assume to themselves a pre- 
tended authority of magistrates, and not only 
to judge and decree punishments arbitrarily, 
but also to execute the same unmercifully. 
Numberless are the irstances of their immo- 
derate beating poor debtors, at their pleasure, 
insomuch that the very name of the instrament 
hung up in the iodge, for beating the prison- 
ers, became a terror to them. 

The various tortures and cruelties, hefore 
mentioned, not contenting these wicked keep- 
ers in their said pretended magistracy over the 
prisoners, they found a way of making within 
this prison a confinement, more dreadful than 
the strong room itself, by coupling the living 
with the dead; and have made a practice of 
locking up debtors, who displeased them, ia 
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the yard with: human carcases. One particular 
instance of this sort of inhumanity was of a 

n, whom the keepers confined in that 
part of the lower yard, which was then sepa- 
rated from the rest, whilst there were there 
two dead bodies, which had lain there four 
days ; yet was he kept there with them six 
days longer ; in which time the ‘vermin de- 
voured the Resh from the faces, eat ‘the eyes 
out of the heads of the carcases, which were 
bloated, putrified, and turned yreen, during 
the poor debtor’s dismal confioement with 
them. - 

The great business depending in the House of 
‘Commons, having often required the long at- 
tendance of the members of this Commitee, the 
Committee have net been able to go through 
the examinations, which they had entered into, 
i the various complaints, laid before them, 
ef cruel beating, ironing, torturing, and mur- 
dering, debtors, too shocking, and too nutme- 
rous, to be thoroughly examined in so short a 
time, as the remainder of this session of par- 
liament allows. 

One cruel and barbarous instance, among 
ethers, which appeared to the Committee, they 
cannot omit ; vis. 

In the year 1726 Thomas Bliss, a carpenter, 
not having any friends to support him, was 
almost sterved to death in the prison; upon 
which he attempted to get over the prison by a 
rope, lent him by another prisoner; In the 
attempts he was taken by the keepers, dragged 
by the heels into the lodge, barbarously beaten, 
and put into irons, in which he was kept se- 
veral weeks. One afternoon, as he was quietly 
standing in the yard, with his irons on, some of 
the said Acton’s men called him into the lodge 
where Acton was then drinking, and merry, 
with company. In about half an hour Bliss 
came out again crying ; and gave an account, 
that, when he was in the lodge, they, for their 
diversion (as they called it) fixed on his head an 
iron engine, or instrument (which appears to 
be an.iron scull cap) which was screwed so 
close, that it forced the blood out of bis ears 
and nose. And he further declared, that his 
thumbs were at the same time put into a pair of 
thumb-ecrews, which were screwed so tight, 
that the blood started out of them: And from 
that cime he continued disordered to the day 
of his death. He was let out of the prison, 
without paying bis debt ; and, at bis going out, 
Acton desired, that all, that wag past, might 
be forgot, and that he would not bear him any 
all will, This miserable wretch was put into 
Sct. Thomas's Hospital for help, but died very 
soon. - 

The Committee observe, 

That, though in this prison there are many 
zooms intirely ty, yet in other rooms the 

i rs are crowded-together, to the utter des- 
struction of their healths, and the endangering 
m@ general infection :. > 
notwithstanding thirty and forty pr- 
eoners were locked up together in one roum, 
get the said Joho Darby (the keaper) did cer- 
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tify to the Committee, that the said prison of 
the Marshalsea was sufficient commodiously 
to contain the number of prisoners thereto 
committed : 

That the charities have not been accounted 
for, but have been scandalously perverted, 
while great numbers have perished m the pri- 
son through mere want : 

That many prisoners have died daily in the 
said prison, as well those in execution, as 
others, and no coroner's inquest bath sat upon 
their bodies. 

The said William Acton, being examined, 
at first denied, bat, after being confronted 
with several witnesses, acknowledged, that he 
had had thumb-screws in his possession, and 
pretended, he had given them to the gauler at 
York. > He positively denied the having any 
iron instrument, or cap for the head :. and yet 
afterwards directed the turnkeys, whete to find 
the iron scull cap before mentioned, and it was 
produced to the Committee. . 

The Committee also foand several very 
heavy iron hars, shackles, fetters and handcuffs, 
fur the miserable prisoners in the said Mar- 
shalsea prison. : 

The unwarrantable letting to farm the the 
nefit of keeping these prisoners huth unjus- 
tifiably increased the profits of the prison, to 
the greater oppression of the prisoners. The 
said William Acton (to whom the profits of the © 
said prison are let by the ssid Jobn Darby) 
hath, in this first year of his farming the same 
invented new oppressive methods, to make 
his profits double those of the preceding 

ear. 
: If the gaolers are not punished for these their 
wicked devices, and due care be not taken, tu 
prevent the like barbarous practices for the 
future, the poor prisoners, who may happea 
to survive these cruelties, must be more miser- 
able, than can be expressed. 

The Committee, apprehending the conclu- 
sion of this session to be now so near, as te pre- 
vent their proceeding to farther enquiries, have 
thought it their duty at this time to lay a state 
of these facts before the House; hoping, some 
effectual provision will be made in the uext 
session of parliament, fer remedying the great 
grievances before mentioned, for better regula- 
tiva of gaols, and for inflicting proper punish- 
ments upon gaolers for cruelties to their pri- 
soners. | 


And the Committee have come to the follow- 
dngResolutions; viz, 8 + 


“ Resolved, that it appears to this Commit- 
“tee, That William Acton, clerk of the 
‘‘ prison of the Marshalsea, and farmer of the 
“game gaol, and the profits thereof, by lease 
“from Mr. John Darby, the keeper of the 
“ said prison, hath been guilty of many high 
“ crimes and misdemeanors in the execution of 
“ his office, and bath arbitrarily and unlawfully 
“loaded with irons, tortured, and destroyed, 
“ip the most inhuman, cruel, and barbaruus 
“ manner, prisoners for debt under his care, in 
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“high violation and contempt of the laws of 
*¢ this kingdom. 

«© Resolved, That it appears to this Com- 
66 mittee, That the Charities, given by well dis- 
“ posed persons, for the relief and sustenance 
‘of the pvor debtors confined 1 the said pri- 
“ son of the Mi:shalsea, are notoriously and 
* scandalously misapplied: and that the keeper 
“© of the said prison, and his dependants, and 
agents, instead of disiribuung the said chari- 
“ties to the said pour debturs, have must un- 
“¢ justifiably possessed themselves thereof, and 
“‘ wickedly perverted the same tu their own 
“* uses, to the great fraud and oppression of the 
6‘ said poor prisoners in general, und tu the 
“ starving many, who have perished in the said 
‘6 prison, for want thereof. 

“¢ Resolved, That it 1s the opinion of this Com- 
“ mittee, That Mr. John Darby, keeper of the 
*« said prison of the Marshalsca, having, contrary 
6 to, and in defiance of, the law, let to farm his 
“ said gaol, and othce, and the profits thereof, 
‘C unto the said William Acton, and having 
“* grossly neglected his duty, in not preventing, or 
“‘ remedying, the said inliumanities, cruelties, 
“ frauds, and abuses, 13 guilty of a high misde- 
‘¢ meanour in his office, and a notorious breach 
* of his trust, in contempt of the law, und to 
“the great oppression and ruin of many of his 
«© Majesty’s Subjects. 


! APPENDIX, A. 


_ A Scnepoce of such Frrs, as are appointed 


and established by the Judges of the Court 
of the king's palace of Westminster, the 17th 
day of December, 1675, Annoque R. R. 
Car. 2. 27, to be from henceforth taken aud 
received by the keeper of the prison belong- 
Ing to the said court, as fulloweth, viz. 

Tor the Knight Marsbai’s Fee, upon 


the dischareing of every prisoger, f. 3.4. 

for the first Action only 0 1 8 
For the Knight Marsbal’s Deputy, 

upon the like discharge - 0 o 8 
Vor the Prothonotary, upon the like 

discharge - - - 0 1 5 


For his own Fee, for his careand - 
safe custody of every prisoner, to 
be taken upon the discharge of 
every such prisoner, for the first 


action - - - - O 4 8 
For tis Porter, upon the like dis- 
clare - - - - 0 1 6 


For his own Fee, upon every dis- 
charge of such prisoner, for the 


second action = - - 03 8 
For his Porter, upon the like dis- 
charge - = -  e 01 4 


For his Clerk, for entering the charge 
against every action, except that, 
upon which he is first brought into 


custody - = - - 0 1 0 
For his said Clerk, for entering 
every discharge of a prisoner, for 
every action - - - 01 0 
Epmonp Wrnpuan, 
: Ja. Burien. 


PARL. HISTORY, 2 Georce II. 1729.—Second Report respecting 


(744 
Farther in relation to the Flect Prison, 


The dispatch, which your Committee found 
themselves obliged to give to their former Re- 
port (relating to the [ieet prison) prevented 
their inserting several facts, which in the course 
of their examination have since coie to their 
knowledge in a fuller light, and which they 
think proper to lay before the louse, by way of 
Supplement to their said former Report, as fol- 
loweth; viz. 

It further appeared to the Committee, that 
Mr. Arne, mentioned in the said former Report, 
whilst he was in the tap-house of the said Fleet 
prison, during the wardenship of John Huggins, 
esq. and Lehaving himself quietly, was suddenly 
seizcd Ly James Barnes (azent for Huzpins) 
and, without any reason given, was forced into 
the strong room, or dungeon, on the master’s 
side; which dungcon, bemg then but lately 
built, and so damp, that the drops hung upon 
the walls, was very nauseous, and unwi.olesome. 
In this place was this unfortuuate man locked 
up, and never once permitted to go out; Lut, 
by an accident, on a Sunday, the door being 
opened, he ran into the parlour, adjyining to 
the chapel, during the time of divine service. 
He had then no covering upon his body, but 
the feathers of a bed (which bed was thrown in 
to him by a prisoner) into which he crept, to 
defend hinself from the cold; and the feathers 
stuck and were clotted upon bin by his own 
excrements, and the dirt, which covered his 
skin. | 

He was immediately seized and carried back 
into the said dungeon; where, through the cold, 
and the restraint, and for want of food, he lost 
his senses, languished, and perished. 

Notwithstanding the miserable condition of 
this man, and the applications, which were 
made to Mr. Hugvins, the then warden who saw 
this miserable object lying naked in the said 
dungeon, and unsble to speak, but liftieg up 
his eyes to Mr. Huggins, the said Huggins had 
no compassion on him, but ‘caused tbe door to 
be close locked upon bin. 

Oliver Reed, another prisoner in the Fleet pri- 
son, was loaded with irons by the directions of 
Mr. Huggins; who confessed to the Committee, 
that he sent fur the fetters and manacles from 
Newgate, and ordered them to be put on the 
hands and legs of this unfortunate debtor, who 
in October last was put into another dungeon 
(and was cogtinued there, til your Committee 
went to view the gaol) where he was forced to 
lie on a small bed, with chains of forty pounds 
weight, which even Bambridge thought too 
heavy, and applied to Huggins for lighter. 
Reed had nothing but a thin ragged blanket, to 
cover his naked body, in the most piercing 
weather of the last hard winter; and within 
three yards of him was a window, treble barred, 
without glass or shutter; under which window 
was a heap of the most noisome offals, to feed 
the dogs, there kennelled: and the place was 
the more unwhulesome, because of a necessary 
house in the same room, the steach whereof 
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xvas so intolerable, that your Committee could 
Mot continue in the room six minutes to ex- 
amine this unhappy person, whose great suf- 
ferings under the warden’s cruel usage of him 
were far greater than your Committee can ex- 
press. 

It appears also to the Committee, that the 
said Mr. Huggins hath, in combination with 
Richard Bishop (his tpstaff) consented to let 
out several prisoners(whom they call by a cant 
mame pidgeons) to go into foreign parts, as 
well as into several distant trading counties at 
home, and furnished them with a sham credit, 
to buy goods; which being consigned to the 
said Bishop, he took out commissions of bank- 
ruptcy against the persons, so let out of prison, 
and fraudulently employed, as aforesaid, and 
thereby cheated the creditors, who dealt with 
them, of their gouds, to a verv considerable 
value; and that a waggon load of scarlet cloth 
was brought away from the owner, on such 
false credit; but the owner, pursuing it, seized 
the cloth, as they were unloading it, upan Lud- 
gate Hill. 

And farther it appears to your Committee, 
that, during the said Mr, Iuggins’s wardenship, 
several writs of ‘ Habeas Corpus ad testifican- 
dom,’ were surreptitiously taken out by his di- 
rection, to protect prisoners, who desired to go 
to any part of the kingdom, on pretence of giv- 


ing evidence at some trial, or at some assizes ; 


for which liberty Huggins received large sums 
of money; and even those writs have had 
blanks left in them, to insert a pretended cause, 
and, to avoid suspicion of such Writs being 
.collusive, Huggins, by a letter under his own 
hand, and now in the hands of your Committee, 
pretended to caution his servants not to be 
concerned in taking out such Writs: and by 
the said letter it fully appears, that this wicked 
practice wasfor lucre only ; and such liberty, 
tbus given, was to prisoners committed for very 
jJargesums. _ 
Your Committee, notwithstanding their dili- 
gence and zeal in the premises, have not been 


. able to come ata true account of the charities, 


given for relief of the pnor prsoners in the 
Fleet prison; but your Commnittee have no 
reason to believe, there is in that particular 
less iniquity in the warden’s management, than 
mm the other practices, whereof the following 
may serve as an instance: lieutenant Robert 
Fitz Simmonds, being discharged by the plain- 
tift’s executors on the 12th of April, 1728, la 


then in prison for his fees only; about which. 


time a gentiecman came to the Fleet prison 
from an unknown lady, to discharge all such 
prisoners, as remained there for fees only, pro- 
vided the same exceeded not the sum of three 
guineaseach, or that the warden would dis- 
charge such prisoners of all fees and demands 
for that sum. Upon which Mr. Thomas Bam- 
bridge (then Warden) sent for twelve prisoners, 
and gave the said gentleman a list of their 
names, with his full demands on them seve- 
- rally, which were considerably more,tban three 


gaineas each: However Bambmridge, in com- 
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pliance with the lady's great charity, and in re- 
gard to the poor prisoners, consented to accept 
the three guineas for each prisoner, in full dis- 
charge of all*demands, assuring the said gen- 
tleman, thatthey should be discharged on that 
condition. Whereupon he paid Bambridge, 
in the presence of the said twelve prisoners, 
thirty-six guineas for their discharge ; but, as 
soon as the gentleman’s back was turned, 
Bambridge insisted on all his former demands 
to the full, and would not suffer them to go out 
of prison, till they had given him notes for: 
what exceeded the three guineas, 

Mr. Fitz-Simmonds, one of these prisoners, 
was forced to sign a note, drawn by Banbridge 
himself, payable to William Pindar (one of his ° 
accomplices) or order, for 27/. 10s. and the 
other eleven of the said prisoners were forced to’ 
do in the same manner. : 

It also appears to the Committee, that the 
first bringing soldiers to the Fleet prison, to 
put in fear, andto insult, the poor Debtors, 
was in the time when Mr. Huggins was 
Warden. . 

In justice to his Majesty’s revenue, the Com- 
mittee think it their indispensable duty to lay 
before the House one particular transaction of 
Mr. Huggins with Mr. Thomas Perrin, of Lon- 
don, merchant, debtor to the crown in several 
bonds. to the amount of 42,057l. wherewith he 
was charged in the Fleet prison, and was per. 
mitted to escape from thence by Mr. Huggins, 
when Warden. The Committee having come 
toamore particular knowledge of this affair 
by the papers, which the said Perrin sent. 
over from Holland to the treasury here, 
as his case, the Committee crave leave to 
subjoin the same, by way of Appendix to this 
Report ; with this observation, that at thetime, 
when Mr. Huggins was examined before the 
Committee touching this escape, he acquainted 
them, that he had got a guietus for the same in 
the late King’s reign, and also, that the com- 
missioners of the customs having put up tosale 
Perrin’s security to the crown, he (Huggins) 
bought iv the said debt of 42,0577. for about 
20001. 

The Committee think it proper to lay before 
the House the case of sir Wm. Rich, baronet,, 
a prisoner for debt in the Fleec prison ; viz. 

It appeared to the Committee, that sir Wm. 
Rich removed himself by Habeas Corpus from 
Newgate (where he lay for debt) to the Fleet 
prison ; but, instead of being admitted (as he 
desired) into that prison; he was carried to, 
and confined at, Gorbett’s Spunging-house for 
a fortnight, at very great expences ; and, though 
he often applied to be put into the prison, it 
was refused, unless he would pay 5/. to the 
warden as acommitment fee, and also 10s. per 
week for his lodgings, which exorbitant demands 
he was obliged to comply with, not Leing able 
to support and pay the heavier extortions of 
the said Spunging- house. . 

In about ten weeks after sir William's re- 
moval, Mr. Bambridge became deputy warden ; 
to whom sir William applied for a chamber at 


a 
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a less rent, which he obtained, at 3s. 6d. per 
week, on payment of four guineas. After sir 
William had been in this new chamber about 
three weeks, William Pindar, the chamberlain, 
came to him, and demanded the rent of 3s. 6d. 

er week, which was ae s but sir William pot 

eing able to pay all the arrears of the great 
rent, due for the former chamber, a message 
came from Mr. Bambridge, that he wanted him 
ja the lodge; but sir William conceiving, it 
was the part of Mr. Bambridge to come to 
him, if he had business, answered to that effect ; 
thereupon James Barnes, Corbett, and others 
armed with pikes, and halberts, required sir 
William to go and waitupon Mr. Bambridge ; 
- but Bambridge, immediately following his 
said messengers, met sir William upon the 
stairs, seized him by the collar, and, the rest of 
Bambridge’s followers assisting, dragged sir 
William into the lodge, and soon after procured 
him to be removed by Habeas Corpus to the 
King’s Bench prison ; where he remained twelve 
months and was afterwards brought back to the 
Fleet prison, by another Habeas Corpus, and 
carried again, to Corbett’s Spunging-house, in 
order to extort a farther 5/, as a baronet’s fee, 
for his commitment, though sir William offered 
to pay the fee, settled by the court of Common 
Pleas, of 2l. 48. 8d. 

After ten weeks stay at Corbett’s, sir Wil- 
liam, late at night, was ordered into the prison, 
and by the consent of one of the prisoners on 
the master’s side, went into his room; where 
his the said prisoner permitted him to have part 
of bed, and, desiring his stay, said, he would 
raise money to pay the warden. 

Soon after this the said Barnes came into the 
room, to turn sir William out by force; and 
the reason being asked, Barues answered short- 
Jy, be would not stand arguing with him ; and 
then puta red hot poker to sir William’s breast 
and swore, if he did not pay the money, 
or go down immediately, he would ruu the 
poker into his body. 

Then came in two ‘men, like ruffans, armed 
with mu-kets, and bayonets frxed on them, and 
forcing the standers-by out of the room, Barnes 
runat sir William with the said red hot poker, 
which sir William having the good luck to put 
by, Barnes, on that disappointment, ordered the 
said ruffians to fire on him; but being told by 
anotber, that, if they killed him, they would be 
hanged, they desisted to fire; and Barnes 
being afterwards pat out of the room by some 
of the prisoners, who came to protect sir Wil- 
liam frum the said danger, sir William went 
quietly down into the ward on the common 
side, called Julius Cesar’s ward ; and the next 
morning intending to go again to the Master’s 
side, and being opposed by a centinel placea 
by Bambridge, he returned, and went intoa 
room onthe common side, and staid by the 
fire; and a cobler being there at work, sir 
William borrowed a knife, to cut a piece of 
loose leather from his shoe ; which being done, 
he laid down the knife upon the table. 

Bambridge, with Corbett, and John Everett, 
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and several others (his accomplices) from New- 


gate, some with muskets, and bayonets fixed on 
them, rushing together into the room te sir 
William, Bambridge haughtily demanded of 
bim, how he durst use his servants ill; and 
instantly, without staying for any answer, 
struck sir William with a stick, thicker than his 
wrist; but in some measure sir William put by 
the blow, and in his surprize caught up, and 
struck Bambridge with the said knife, which 
lay on the table near him, Bambridge order- 
ing bis wen to fire, one of thei snapt his fire- 
lock at sir William, and Corbett made a stroke 
at him with a hanger, which stroke one Lang- 
ley happened to receive, it gave him @ great | 
wound in bis head through bis hat and wig. 

Immediately after this sir William was load- 
ed with heavy irons, and putinto the dungeon 
on the commun side for two or three days, and 
was theu removed to the dungeon on the mas-. 
ter’s side ; in which deplorable situation, ina the 
last hard winter, he remained ten days, and 
could have no fire, but charcoal, which (there 
being no fire place) the closeness of the dungeon 
and the fear of being suffocated, rendered 
more dangerous, and intolerable, than the se- 
verity of the weather, 

Sir William applying to thecourt of Common » 
Pleas for redress, a rule was made for his re- 
moval, and lighter irons, Bambridge being 
wounded. Sir William was accordingly re- 
moved, but the heavy irons were kept on bin ; 
and in that condition he suffered, unui the cow- 
mittee visited the prison, having been furced to 
lie in his cloaths fura month Lefore, by reason — 
of the said irons. | 

Ooe application to the court of Common 
Pleas for redress cost sir William 147. 

The expence of the meanest prisoner, on the 
first motion to the said court for redress, is, as 
followeth ; viz. | 


f- sad 
An Attorney, to take instructions for 
drawing the Afidavit- = - - 0 8 4 
For drawing, according to the length O 6 8 
Stamps - 2 © 2 2- O11 
To the Judge’s Clerk to take the 
Affidavit ‘- - - - - 0 6 8 
To Counsel,to move - - - 010 6 
Tothe Prothonotary for the Rule, 
which is generally nisi - - O 2 O 
Copy, and Service onthe warden -, 0 2 2 
The Attorney's Attendance in Court 0 3 4 
The Counsel’s Second Fee, when the ,. 
Warden shews Cause - - 010 6 
The Attorney’s Attendance - - 0 3 4 
To the Prothonotary, for the second 
Rule - 2 © 2 =-© O0 2 0 
Copy, and Service - - + 0 2 0 
213 7 


The’Committee in their former Report (re- 
lating to the Fleet prison) spoke only in gene- 
ral of exorbitant fees, paid at the entry of pri- 
soners into that prison; bot having since ob- 
tained an account of particular articles, paid 
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on that head, the Committee have thought it 
proper to lay the same before the House; 


viz. 
Juhn Dudley paid at his entrance into the 

Fleet prison, as follows: 
£8 ad. 


For four surrenders at the judge’s 


chambers to hisclerks - - 911 6 
To the tipsttaf - - - = 2 2 O 
To the warden - -.- - 1612 0 
Taking up his security bond upon his 

sorrender - - - = + 6 6 0 
Torning him into the house and for - 

liberty again several times - 1010 0 

451 6 


Samuel Siddale paid, 
For three surrenders at the Judge’s 


Chambers - - - - - 3 8 O 
Tothe tipstaff - + -" = - 010 6 
Three commitment fees to Corbett, 

the tipstaff, who would not admit 
- him into prison, until paid - 6 10 O 
To the chamberlain - - - O 83 O 
To the turnkey - - - - 0 2 0 

10 13 6 
Walter Newbury paid, 
Fees at the judge’s chambers, on five 

actions - - - -= = = 7 12 10 
Tothe warden - - - -' - 11 4 0 
Totheturnkey- - - - - O 2 6 
To the steward orchamberlan - 0 5 0 

19 4 4 


The former Report of the Committee, relat- 
ing to the said Fleet Prison, having been under 
the consideration of the House, and directions 
having been given thereupon, the Committee 
proper nothing farther at present to the 

ouse in relation to the said Prison in par- 
ticular. 


Tue ApreENDIX. 


Perrin’s Case 
b 


As it relates to John Huggins, esq. Warden of 
the Fleet. 


That in Easter term, 1714, John Huggins, 
esq. warden of the Fleet, for a sum of money 
“and apon a security bond, wherein the said 
Thomes Perrin, together with Benjamin Ro- 
binson, and three other persens, as his securi- 
ties, were bound for his lodging without the 
yaa Prison, permitted him the liberty afore- 
said. 

That the said sureties were persons of no 
account, orsubstance; That the said Perrin, 
with the privity, and express consent, of the 
said Hoggins, went often at large, out of the 
rules, without any day rule, or lawful licence 
#0 to do. 


+ Thatonthe 12th of August, 1714, the said 
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Perrin went over to Holland, having first em- 
ployed the said warden to solicit a matter, then 
depending before the commissioners of the 
customs, upon a reference on a petition of the 
said Perrin, praying, that his case might be 
considered with relation to the said debts, and 
have his liberty, on giving security to return to 
prison, when required. 

That the warden undertook the care and ne« 
gotiation of the said business, and the better to - 


Carry on the same, corresponded witb the said 


Perrin, when in Holland; who on that account, 
and for his liberty, remitted, by bills, and otber- 
wise, considerable sums of money, which the 
warden received. 
That afterwards the said warden, fearing a 
cna for the escnpe, sent over Mr. Ro- 
inson into Holland, to remind Perrin of his 
promise to return to the said prison of the 
Fleet before the next term, promising him (the 
said Perrin) by letters, and upon oath before a 
master in chancery, that he (the warden) would 
not seize his person in the mean time, and that, 
whatever the said Robinson undertook for him 
(the warden) touching the case and favour of 
Perrin, he (the said Robinson) should see faithe 
fully performed. : 
hat, in pursuance thereof, it was agreed be- 
tween the said Robinson and Huggins, Perrin 
should have liberty to transact his affairs ao 


‘| large, so as he retarned to prison before next 


term; and, for bis security in that behalf, the 
warden offered to trust Perrin intirely, not 
doubting Perrin’s honour ; and gives, in one of 
bis letters, this reason; viz. that Perrin came 
once before from Holland, to surrender him- 
self, to save his bail. 

Whereupon Perrin came back to London 
without any seizure, recaption, restraint or: 
molestation, of his person; and, for his security - 
on that behalf, the warden offered, and did 
give, Perrin a general release; and by this 
deed, bearing date 20th October, 1714, re- 
leased to Perrin all and al! manner of actions, 
cause and causes of action, suits, bills, bonds, 
writings obligatory, debts, dues, duties, ac- 
counts, sum and sums of money, judgments, 
executions, extents, quarrels, controversies, tres- 
passes, damages, and demands, whatsoever. 

That on the 22d of October, 1714, Perrin re- 
turned to the rules of the Prison, goes under 
the key, to save the warden, asif in execution 
for the said debts, and for the pretended da- 
mages by means of the said escape into Hol- 
Jand, although that was all settled betwixt 
Perrin and the warden, and his right of sei- 
zure and recaption released also. 

That Perrin remained in the Fleet until on 
orabout the 2d of April, 1716; but some 
short time before consults the warden about a 
new-intended voyage to Holland, in order to 
raise more money for the said warden, by ap- 
plying to Messieurs Senserf and son, his old 
correspondents, and by endeavouring to fall 
into business, to exercise his industry, for the 
benefit of the warden; which he so effectually 
brought about, that he semitted to the said 
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warden near 1,000/. which came safe to the 
warden’s bands. | 

That Huggins, to prevent his being sued, as 
he pretended, immediately proposed to the 
commissioners of the customs, that they would 
be pleased to say, that the crown had gained | 
1,000/. more, than if Perrin bad not escaped; 
and, afterhe had prevailed with the soiicitor 
so to do, they drew up a report, and trans- 
mitted it to the treasury, signed by the commis- 
sioners of the customs. 


‘The Arrrvavit, mentioned in the said Case. 


_ John Huggins, Warden of the Fleet, maketh 
oath, that Thomas Perrin of London, mer- 
chant, shall peaceably and quietly, without 
interruption or molestation, hold and enjoy to 
himself the hberty of the rules of the Prison 
of the Fleet, without any future charge what- 
soever; and this deponent will not permit or 
suffer the said Thomas Perrin, under any pre- 
tence whatsuever (against his will) to be com 
fined witbin the walls of the said Prison; nor 
shall the said ‘Thomas Perrin be removed to! 
any other Prison by or through the means or | 
procurement of this deponent, by Habeas Cor- 
us, or otherwise, to any of his Majesty's 
ee or Prisons, place or places of confine- 
ment, so faras to the utmost of his, this depo- 
nent’s, power can he prevented; and in case a 
Habeas Corpus be brought to etfect, so as that 
the said Thomas Perrin should be removed, 
he, this deponent, will use his utmost endea- 
vours to bring bim back to the rules of the 
Fleet, that be may enjoy the liberty aforesaid, 
or to procure for him the liberty of the rules, 
at this deponent’s own proper charge and ex- 
pence, and soto be continued to him under 
Muses Cooke, esq. the present Marstal, or any 
other marshal, so long as the said Thomas 
; Perrin shall continue to be a prisoner; so as 
that he may, either at the King’s bench or 
Fleet Prisons, enjuy the hberty proposed, not- 
withstanding any action or actions, judgment 
or judgments, declaration or declaration, extent 
or extents, by means of his lato or present 
Inisfortunes, or any thing, that may or shail 
appen to or arise there from; and that, in 
case this deponent should sell, assign, or set 
over, the wardenship or property in the Fleet, 
that then, and in such case, he, this deponeat, 
will, at his own cost, use his endeavour, so that 
he shall enjoy the liberty aforesaid and upon 
his single security; and that he shall bave day 
rules, to transact his affairs in term time, as 
often as his occasions require, without any ex- 
pence to him, the said Thomas Perrin; and, in 
case of his consenting to be within the walls 
of the prison, shall be let into the rules again, 
whenever he shall require the same by writing 
to Mr. Samuel Blunt, or any other person, in- 
mediately.—Jounw Hucoins.—Jurat. 22 Oc- 
— tober, 1710, coram WILL. Rocers. 


Copy of his General Release, upon Stamp 
Paper, in form, as followeth; viz. 


Know all men by these presents, that, I, John 
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Huggins, of the parish of St. Martin’s in the 
fields, in the county of Middlesex, esq. have 
remised, released, and for ever quit claim, unto 
Thomas Perrin, of London, merchant, his 
heirs, executors, and administrators, all and alk 
manner of actions, cause und causes of ac- 
tions, suits, bills, bonds, writings obigatory, 
debts, dues, duties, accompts, sum or sums of 
money, judgments, executions, extents, quar- 
rels, controversies, trespasses, damages, and 
demands, whatsoever, both in law and equity, 
or otherwise howsoever, which against the said 
Thomas Perrin I ever had, and which I, my 
heirs, executors, and administrators, shall or 
may have, claim, challenge, or demand, for, or 
by reason or means of, auy matter, cause, of 
thing, whatsoever, from the beginning of the 
world unto the day of the date of these pre- 
sents, In witness whereof I bave hereunto set 
my hand and seal the 20th day of October, in 
the first year of the reign of our sovereign Jord 
Georze, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, king, defender of the 
faith, &c. a. D. 1714.—Jons Hucerns— 
Sealed and deuvercd in the presence of Sam. 
Brunt, Bensa. Rosrnson. 


The First Resclution being read a second 
time ; 

“ Resolved, That the House doth agree 
“-with the Committee, in the said Resoluuon, 
That William Acton, clerk of the prison of 
“the Marshalsea, and Farmer of the same 
“ paol, and the profits thereof, by lease from 
‘Mr. John Darby, the keeper of the said 
“ prison, hath been guilty of many high crimes 
“and misdemeanors in the execution of his 
“ oflice, and hath arbitrarily and unlawfully 
“ loaded with irons, tortured, and destroyed, 1a 
“the most inhuman, cruel, and barbarous 
“manner, prisoners for debt under his care, in 
“high viclution and contempt of the laws of 
“this kingdom.” 

The Second Resolution being read a Second 
time ; 

“Resolved, That the House doth agree 
“with the Comittee, in the said Resalution, 
That the charities, given by well disposed 
“ persons, for the relief and sustenance of the 
“ poor debtors, confined in the said prison of 
“the Marshalsea, are notoriously and scan- 
“ dalously misapplied ; and that the keeper of 
“the said prison, and his dependents, and 
“ agents, instead of distributing the said cha- 
“ rities to the said poor debtors, have most 
‘“unjustiiially possessed themsetves thereot 
‘and wickedly perverted the same to theif 
“own uses, to the great fraud and oppression 
“of tie said poor prisoners in general, and to 
“the starving of many, who have perisbed 
“ the said prison, for want thereof.” 

The last Resolution being read a second 
time : ; 

‘© Resolved, That the House doth agree with 
‘““the Committee, in the said Resolution, 
“That Mr. John Darby keeper Of the said pre 
“son of the Marshalsea, baving, contrary (0, 
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and in defiance of, the law, let to farm his 
“ said gaol, and office, and the profits thereof, 
“unto the said William Acton, and having 
“ yrossly neviected his duty, in not preventing 
“ or remedying, the said inhumanities, cruel- 
“ties, frauds, and abuses, is guilty of a high 
“ misdemeanor im his office, and a notorious 
“ breach of his trust, in contempt of the law 
“and to the great oppression and ruia of many 
“ of his Mayesty’s subjects.” 

- Resolved, nem. con.‘‘ That an humble Address 
be presented to his Majesty, that he will be gra- 
Clously pleased to direct his attorney general 
forthwith to prosecute, in the most eflectual 
manner, the said Willinm Acton and John 
Darby, for their said crimes and misdemean- 
ers.” 


The Bill against Bambridge, the Warden of 
the Fleet.| May 5. The Judges, according to 
‘order, delivered a Bill prepared by them, upon 
the debate of the House of Lords, intitled, An 
’ Act to disable Thomas Bambridge, esq. to hold 
or execute the otfice of Warden of the prison of 
the Fleet, and to impower his Majesty, his 
heirs and successors, during the life of the said 
Thomas Bambridge, to grant the said office to 
such person or persons as he shall think fit. 
And the same was read the first time, Then it 
being moved, That the Bill be now read a 
second time, the same was objected to. 


Protest against reading it twice in ene Day.] 
After debate, the question was put, whether 


this Bill shall be now read a second time? And 


it was resolved in the affirmative. 
“ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because the reading any Bill twice the 
same day is against the standing orders of this 
House, which ought not to be broke but in 

Cases of the atmost necessity, and even in 
those cases ought first to be considered in a full 

Ouse; or else absent lords, as well as the 
parties concerned in Bills, may be surprised. 

- 2. “ Because we do not conceive that there 
was the least necessity or occasion for reading 
this bill twice in one day. 

3. “‘ Because we are apprehensive, this may 
be brought as a precedent hereafter to proceed 
in too hasty a way, to pass bills, which divest 
men of their properties, and lay incapacities 
Upon them during life. (Signed) Warrington, 

Strafford, Haversham, Coventry.” 


dmendments made by the Lords to the Bill 
Cgamst Bribery and Corruption.] May 6. 
The Lords sent tack to the Commons the 
Bill for the more effectual preventing Bribery 
and Corruption in the elections of members, 


‘with some Amendments, contained in the two- 


following clauses, viz. 

“Se it Enacted, ‘ That such Votes shall be 
j to be legal, which have been so de- 
aed by the last determination in the House 
: *f Commons, which last determination .con- 
P neat any county, ae ae borough, 
30t place, ¢ all in- 

Ve. Vil Mees 
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‘ tents and purposes whatsoever, any usage te 
‘the contrary notwithstanding. 

2. ‘ That if any person who hath or claime 
‘eth to have, or hereafter shall have, or claim 
‘to have, any right to vote in any such election, 
‘shall from and after the 24th day of June, 
‘1729, ask, receive, or take any money, or 
‘ ether reward, by way of gift, loan, or other 
‘device, or agree, or contract for any money, 
‘gift, office, employment, or other rewerd 
‘ whatsoever, to give his vote, orto refuse, or 
‘ to forbear to give his vote in any such election, 
‘or if any person by himself, or any person 
‘ employed by him, doth or shall by any gift or 
‘reward, or by anv promise, agreement, or 
‘security for any gift or reward, corrupt or 
‘procure any person or persons to give his 
‘or their vote or votes, in any such elec- 
‘tion, such person so offending, in any of the — 
‘cases aforesaid, shall, for every such offence 
‘ forfeit the sum of 500/. of lawful money of 
‘Great Britain, to be recovered as before di- 
* rected, together with full costs of suit: And 
‘every person offending in any of the cases 
‘ aforesaid, from and after Judgment obtained 
‘against him in any such action, of debt, bill, 
‘plaint or information, or summary action, 
‘ prosecution or being any otherwise lawfully 
* cenvicted thereof, shal! for ever be disabled 


¥ ‘to vote in any election of member or mcm- 


‘ bers to serve in parliament, and also shall for 
‘ever be disabled to bold, exercise, or enjoy 
“any office or franchise to which he, and they 
‘then shall, or at any time afterwards, may be 
‘intitled as a member of any city, borough, 
‘town corporate, or cinque port, as if such 


Debate in the Commons on the Amendments 
made to the Bribery-Bili by the Lords.*| May 


ara ane ae 
* « The great success, with which the admi- 
nistration carried every interesting question, 
did not fail to open the mouths of their enemies, 
who imputed it to the force of corruption only. 
This outcry, however destitute of foundation, 
became at last too general to be longer with- 
stood, and the opposition resolved to avail them- 
selves of it. For that purpose a bill was 
brought in by Mr. afterwards sir Watkins Wil- 
liams Wynn, for the more effectual prevent- 
ing bribery and corruption in parliameutary- 
elections, As nothing could have a more une 
exceptionable title than this bill, the party 
thought that if the court should venture to put 
a@ negative upon it, would raise an irresistible 
outcry ngainst them, and that, if it was suffered 


_to pass, It would, in fact, diminish the influence 


of the minister. He was too wise to give coua- 
tenance to any opposition to 80 plansible a 
bill, and it had a very quick passage through 
the Heuse: and when it came into the House 
of Peers, they thought proper to raise the pe- 
nalty upon a corrupt voter, party or agent, in 
an election for a member of parliament, from 
50l. to 500/. and the peroon so convicted, is to 
for ever disabled to vote for a member of pare 
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7. TheCommons having taken these Amend- 
ments into cunsideratiun, some of the courtiers 
represented, That the Lords making altera- 
tions in a Gill of this nature was an encroach- 
ment upon the rights and privileges of the House 
of Commons, who were the sole judges of the 
merits of the elections of their own members. 
To this 

Mr. William Pulteney answered, That the 
freedom of parliament 1s essentially necessary 
to the preservation of our ancient constitution : 
and the freedom of parliamentary elections the 
most valuable branch of the rights and liberties 
of Englishmen, of which the Lords are the pro- 
per gaardians, as well as the Commons, both as 
a part of the legislature, and as the supreme 
court of the kingdom: that the freedom of 
elections, and consequently of parliaments, 1s 
the great bulwark of popular jiberty against 


‘the encroachments and oppressions of arbitrary 


pare: and wicked ministers: thatif ever this 
ulwark should be thrown down by force, or 
undermined by corruption, the very essence of 
our excellent constitution would be lost, and 
we should no longer be a free people: and 
therefore no man, who had any sense of, or 
walue for liberty, could either think the penal- 
ties against corruption too severe, or grudge the 
Lords the heuour of baving made the provisions 
of this necessary law more efficacious. | 

Then the question being put for agreeing to the 
Amendment made by the Lords, it was carried 
in the affirmative, by two voices only, vit. 91 
to 89. 


Motion in the Lords for supplying the Defi- 
ciencies in the Civil List.] May 10. Upon 
report from the Committee of the whole 
House, upon the Bill relating to the Custom 
on Corn imported, and for appropristing the 


liament, and disqualified from holding any 
officejor franchise as a member of any city, bo- 
rough, town-corporate or cinque-port. The 
‘Lords likewise added to the bill the following 
excellent clause: 

6¢¢ That such votes shall be deemed to be 
“legal, which have been so declared by the 
€ last determination in the House of Commons, 
‘which last determination, concerning any 
“ county, shire, city, borough, cinque port, or 
§ place, shall be final, to all intents and pur- 
€ poses whatsoever, any usage to the contrary 
© notwithstanding.’ 

“ When the bill was returned with those 
Amendments, the ministerial party did not 
enter spon any debate upon the merits of 
them; but several gentlemen, who were not 
at all in the interest of the minister, had some 
doubts as to the peers interfering in so essen- 
tial a part of the privileges of the Commons. 

“ The House of Commons that day happened 
to be but thin. The minister made no point 
ef the question in hnnd, and therefore left it to 
its own merit; and the Amendments were 
agreed to by a majority of no more than 91 
@gaiost $9.” Tiadal, 
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Supplies granted in this session of parliament, 
and other purposes, that they had gone through 
the Bul without any Amendment; it was 
moved, That the following Clause be left out of 
the said Bill, viz. 

“¢ And it is also hereby further enacted, That 
out of all or any of the aids or supplies afore- 
said, there shall and may be issued and ap- 
plyed, for and upon account of the arrears of 
the several duties and revenues granted to his 
Majesty, by an act made and passed io the 
first year of his Majesty’s reign, intituled, An 
Act for the better Support of his Mayesty’s 
Houshold, and of the honour and dignity of the 
Crown of Great Britain, any sum or sums of 
money not exceeding the sum of 115,000i. in 
such manner and for such uses and purposes 
as his Majesty shall, from time to time, be 
pleased to direct and appoint. Provided al- 
ways, and be it enacted by the authority afore 
said, That in case there shall be standing out 
or in arrear on the demise of his Majesty, whom 
God long preserve, any sum or sums of money 
for or on account of the said duties and re- 
venues, which, together with what hath been 
or shall be received out of the same, during his 
Majesty’s life, and together with the said sum 
of 115,000/. shall be more than sufficient to 
complete and satisfy to bis Majesty during his 
life to the yearly sum of 800,000/. per annum 
in clear money, to be computed from the 25th 
day ef June, 1737. Then and in such case, 
the said sum of 115,000/. shall be replaced and 
refunded, by, or out of, such sum, or sums of 
money so standing out or in arrear as aforesaid, 
as shall be more than sufficient to complete 
the said yearly sum of 800,000/. in clear 
money to be computed as ajoresaid, or 30 
much thereof as the monies arising there- 
by shall extend to satisfy the same, and that 
the monies so to be replaced, or refunded, shall 
be separated and kept apart in his Majesty's 
Exchequer, for the use and benefit of the pub- 
lic, and shall not be issued, or applied, to apy 
other use, or uses than such as shall be directed 
by authority of parliament.” 


Protcst on that occasion.] This motion be- 
ing objected to, and the question being put 
Whether that Clause should stand part of the 
Bill? It was resolved in the affirmative, by 69 
against 19. 


“ Dissentient’ 

1. “ Because we apprehefd, that this part 
of the clause is neither founded on the words of 
the act to which it refers, nor warranted by any 
construction thereof; for the provision meade 
in that act is, ‘ That wheoever the produce 
of the several duties and revenues thereby 
granted appears to be so deficient, that withm 
any one year it should not be sufficient to at 
swer and satisfy the sum of 800,000/. then, 
and not in any other case, such deficiency ts to 
be made good out of the next aids in parliament.” 
As this act therefore provides only for a real de- 
ficiency of the produce, and not for any arrear 


in the receipt within the year, as it has appeared 
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by the accounts laid before this House, that the 
real produce was considerably more than suf- 
ficient to answer the sum of 800,000/., we think, 
there can be no colour to affirm that there has 
been any such deficiency as the act can be sup- 
posed to provide for: this appears from the 
‘words of the clause, which directs the applica- 
tion of the sum of 115,000/. for and upon ac- 
count of arrears; and we cannot conceive the 
arrears provided for by this clause, and the de- 
ficiency described in the act, to be one and the 
same thing, since, if they could be so understood, 
the provision in the clause would have been 
made agreeable to the words of the act, which 
relate to a deficiency only ; and it would be 
highly unjust to his Majesty to direct the sum 
of 115,000/. to be refunded to the public at any 
ume, or under any conditions ; for if there had 
been a real deficiency, the grant to his Majesty 
should be absolute, and the sum of 115,000/. 
would legally bzlong to bim; so that this clause 
either takes from his Majesty what we have no 
right to take, or it gives him what, as we con- 
Ceive, he has no right to claim. As we capnot 
then consider this sum to be given either for a 
real deficiency founded on the civil-list act, or 
that it can be warranted by the said act as a 
supposed arrear, we conceive it to be a new 
grant to his Majesty, and a new burtben on the 
people, which does not appear to us to have 
en demanded by the crown, and consequently 
not to have passed according to the forms hi- 
O practised and requisite in all such cases. 
2. “This clause appears to us unreasonable 
OD Many accounts; as there was no real defi- 
ciency at Midsummer, 1728, to which time the 
Sccount is stated, so neither is there any arrear 
at the time when this new supply is granted, 
but the whole sum of 800,000/. and considerably 
more, was come into his Majesty’s coffers, and 
was consequently in possession of the very 
Money, the supposed arrear of which is made 
gpod to him by this clause: thus it seems to us, 
that the nation is loaded not to complete, but 
to augment the sum designed for his Majesty’s 
Civil-list, and this ata time when the public debts 
iy pucreased, when the taxes are heavily felt 
all parts of the country, when our foreign 
ei € 18 Incumbered and diminished, when our 
“nufactares decay, when our poor daily mul- 
ies and when many other national calamities 
selec Us: these considerations are in them- 
ap Very moving, and we af gaara they must 
dered. roger, when it shall be further consi- 
wan, that his Majesty would be so far from 
a Pi any of those extraordinary supplies 
act, Eee without the provision in the Civil-List 
a ee ood deficiences, he would be 
ith; of @ far greater revenue than king 
enjoyed” » Queen Anne, or even his late Majesty 
Prince of oe yet his present Majesty, then 
Tevenues Vesta received out of the Civil-List 
100 uring the reign of the late King, 


of i Per ann. besides the entire revenues 
of Cord, 
that 


rincipality of Wales, and the dutchy 
s wall; whereas it does not appear to us, 

sum of 1 
00,000/. per annum, or even 
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the revenues of the principality of Wales, have 
been yet settled on his present royal high- 
ness. | 

S. “ We cannot but be extremely apprehen- 
sive of the many ill consequences which may 
follow from a grant of money to the crown, so 
ill grounded and so unreasonable as we cunceive 
this to be: the advantage in favour of his Ma- 
jJesty, established by the Civil-List Act, is very 
great, since if the produce of the revenues grant- 
ed and appropriated to the use of the Civil-List, 
does not answer the yearly sum of 800,000/. the 
deficiency is to be made good to his Mujesty by 
the public; whereas nv provision is made by 
which, if the produce of these revenues exceeds 
the sum of 800,000/. the surplus shal! accrue 
to the benefit of the public; by this precedent, 
not only real deficiencies are ta be made good, 
but supplies are to be given for arrears standing 
out at the end of every year, which shall come 
in before the sapplies can be granted, though 
the supply given to make good arrears 1n. one 
year will certainly increase the surplussayes in 
another: when we consider'the method which 
has obtained, of anticipating the revenues be- 
fore they come into the exchequer, contrary to 
the ancient and jegal practice, when we reflect 
in what manner these accounts have been made 


up, and in what manner they have been brought 


in, we cannot but apprehend that a door is 
opened by this precedent for laying new and 
excessive charges on the nation: the revenues 
appropriated to the uses of his Majesty’s Civil- 
List are subject in their own nature to vary, 
and eveo when there is no deficiency in the pro- 
duce, there niay be arrears inthe receipt; these 
arrears may easily be increased by the manage- 
ment of designing ministers, by private directions 
toreceivers, and by artful methods of statiog ac- 
counts; from all which we cannot but appre- 
hend, that now this precedent is made, we may 
have frequent accounts of arrears, and a grievous 
and even intolerable load may be brought on 
the nation iv a short time; and we are per- 
suaded that his Majesty ean have no satisfaction 
in finding his court abound in wealth, whilst he 
may undergo the \mortification of seeing his 
people reduced to poverty; neither can we 
conceive that the latter part of the clause is, in 
any degree, an adequate provision against the 
evil we complain of, or the apprehensions we 
entertain; for an account to bemade up at his 
Majesty’s demise will not prevent the conse- 
quences of this precedent during his life; and 
as we hope that his reign will be long, so we 
may be allowed to fear that even during the 
continuance of it, this extraordinary method of 
increasing his Majesty’s private revenue (ulready 
very ample) may prove a source of general die- 
content, which 1s bu too apt to produce gene- 
ral disaffection. (Signed) Plymouth, Wil- 

loughby de Broke, Gower, Boyle, Ox- 

ford and Mortimer, Northampton, Straf 

ford, Warrington, Coventry, Bathurst, 

Litchfield, Beaufort, Scarsdale, Mont~- 


joy.” 


ad 
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Protest against passing the Clause for grant- 
ing 115,000/. to the King.} May 12th. The 
Lords read the third time the Bill above men- 
mentioned : and the question being put, That 
the suid Bill do pass, it was resolved in the 
afbrinative. 

« Dissentient” 

4. ** Because, we conceive, there will accrue 
Jess detriment to the public, by rejecting this 
Bill, than agreeing to it with that part of the 
apprepriation clause, which enacts the sum of 
115,000/. to be given to his Majesty for and 
upon account of arrears in his Civil List: since 
it would have been easy, had this Bill been re- 
jected, to have provided fur the gencral appro- 
priation of the several! aids granted in this ses- 
siub of parliament in some other manner. 

2.“ Because the revenue for defraying the 
expences of his Majesty’s civil government being 
considerably more ample than that of any of his 

re decessors, we flattered ourselves that the pub- 
Fic would not have been called upon again in so 
short a tine, to make an addition tu that liberal 
provision for the crown, though there had been 
some small deficiency in some of the duties ap- 
propriated to the service of it; but this, in our 
Opinion, is so far from being the case, that we 
are firmly persuaded, if we had agreed to this 
Bili, with that part of the clause, we should 
have consented to a grant of a new aid, and not 
to inake good the deficiency of an old one, 
since it scems evident to us, that the produce of 
the Civil List funds, in the first year of his 
Majesty’s reign, rather exceeded than fell 
short of 800,000. even from those ac- 
counts delivered into the House, which, we 
believe, will be universally allowed to be free 
from any suspicion in favour of the people. 

3. Because werlook upon this to be not 
only a grant of a new aid, but a grant made in 
such an irregular manner, withont being de- 
manded by the crown, that it cannot but give 
us some reason to think, that however it may 
be wanted by the ministers, i may possibly not 
be desired by his Majesty. cs 

4." Because the literal interpretation of 
part of the act for settling the Civil List Reve- 
nueson his Majesty, which was contended for, 
Inorder to yurtify that part of this clause to 


finble, and at times less unseasonable than this, 
when, notwithstanding our most prevailing me- 
thods of negeciation, the fate of Europe, as far 
as we ure enabled to jodge, is still in suspence, 
and we labour under difficulties that unavoid- 
ably attend such a doubtful and undetermined 
situation of our affairs abroad; when the com- 
plaints of the people at home are general and 
loud, and, as we fear, too well founded on ac- 
count of their poverty, and other calamities 
with which they have been long afflicted; and 
when, for that reason, it appears to us to be not 
only a proper clemency, but true policy too, to 
avoid giving them the least ground to appre- 
bend that the parliament, by laying unnecessary 
burthens upon them, may 18elf become one of 
their grievances. 

7. * Because this attempt, when we considee 
it in all its circumstances, as far as appears to 
us, is without example, and we dread lest 18 
should be made one, and laid hold of asa pre~ 
cedent hereatter; if ever the nation should 
have the misfortune to see alavish, weak and 
rapacious ministry, armed with preat power, 
desirous to raise. such extraordinary supplies, 
more in reality to support their own incousi- 
derate and pernicious scheines, than the honoue 
and dignity of the Crown. (Signed) Scare- 

dale, Plymouth, Beaufort, Coventry, 
Oxturd and Mortimer, Strafford, Mont. 
joy, Boyle, Northampton, Willoughb 
de Broke, Warringtun, Litchfield, 
Gower, Buthurst.” 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the Session. ] 
May 14, The King came to the House ot 
Lords with the usual state, and the Commons 
attending, his Majesty gave the royal assent to 
several public and private Bills, and then mad@q 
a Speech to both Houses, as tollows : 


“« My Lords and Gentlemen, 

‘¢ The season of the year, and the dispatch 
you have given to the public business, make it 
propcr for me to put an end to this session of 
parhament; which I cannot do without ex- 
pressing iny satisfaction at the just regard you 
have shewn upon all all occasions, to my ho- 
nours and to the true interest of my people. 

* The prudence and temper, with which you 
have proceeded at this critical, conjuncture, 


which we object, seems to us liable to conse- ! 
quences very dangerous to the properties of all - 


have been very acceptable to me, and cannot 
the ee by putting it into the power of 


fail of meeting with general approbation : your 
those who have the management of the public | several determinations, upon matters of the 
money, to give the crown a title to the arrears | greatest nicety and importance, have shewa 
of the Civil List Funds (though perhaps left on | you not insensible of the difficulties we labour 
purpose in the hands of the receivers) and to aj under, without suffering yourselves to be trans- 
parliamentary supply for those very arrears too. | poited, and carried into any unreasonable 
5. Because the urgu:nent which was used ; warmths and animosities. You have considered 
for passing the clause, from the smallness of the the losses cf our merchants, with a becoming 
sum, seems tu ug a much stronger reason why | compassion and concern: and received their 
It should not be asked, than why it should be} complaints in such a manner, as will best cone 
granted. duce to the obtaining them justice and satisface 
6. “ Because, we observe, that whenever aj} tion; and you may be assured, NO endeavours 
supply for the Civil-List has been asked in par- | shall be wanting, on my part, tO answer the ex- 
liament, it has caused great uneasiness in the | pectations and wishes of my people. 
Dation, though demanded from the ercrn itself, ‘Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 
aid upon pretences, in our opinion, more justi-| “ The Supplies which you have granted me, 


4 
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and so effectually raised, in a manner the least 
burthensome to my subjects, are a pew proof 
of your zeal, affection, and readiuess to support 
me ia the defence and protectioa of the rights 
and privileges of my kingdom: It is a great 
satisfaction to me to observe, that you have 
been thus able to supply the necessary charges 
and expences that have been unavoidably 
broughtand continued upon us, and at the same 
time to make a farther progress in lessening 
aad reducing the National Debt. 
“ My Lords and Gentlemen, . 

“FE have already acquainted you, that it 
being necessary for me to visit my German do- 
minions this year, I have determined to make 
the Queen regent here, during my absence ; 
and I must, in a particular manner, recom- 
mead it tv you all, to make her administration 
&s easy as possible, by preserving the peace end 
quiet of the kingdom, in your several szations 
ead countries; aud by endeavouring to discoun- 
tenance and restrain the vile and seditious 
practices of raising unjust clumours, aud 
Creating discontents in the minds of my people.” 

Then. the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
paliament to the 22nd of July. It was after- 
wards prorogued to the 13th of Jaauary, 


Principat OccURRENCES DURING THE ReE- 
sel All this ume there was a total suspence 
of all negotiations for peace, excepting those 
that were not ripe enough to be owned. The 


Mperial first plenipotentiary still resided in’ 


France, in order to determine himself accord- 
ing to the answer that was to come from Spain 
Upon the duke de Bournonviile’s arrival at the 
courtof Madrid ; and cardinal Fleury laboured 
very hard to keep all parties in good humour. 
€ apparent causes which this year carried his 
tayesty to Germany, were to compromise some 
diflerences that had happened between the re- 
gency of Hanover and his Prussian majesty, 
about a breach of the cartel subsisting between 
those two powers, by the Hanoverians detain- 
Dg Some Prussian subalterns aad soldiers, as 
‘ey were passing through the territories of 

Hover; but this affair was made up, being 

relerred to the dake of Saxe Gotha. 

Anather incident at this time buppened in 
ea which was very interesting to his 
z ae The duke of Mecklenberg had been 

aide by the emperor and the aulic council, 
aa ee uchy, for tyranny, cruelty, and other 
aad heet against his imperial majesty, 
ferred ac@inunstration of: that duchy was con- 
ing, it Pon duke Christian Louis. The late 

enbuttel, Lor together with the duke of Wol- 
tion of a ad been intrusted with the execu- 
of Meck me iuiperial decrees against the duke 
embery, which had run them into ex- 

a rie obtained a mortgage upon 

the chest se ey refused to part with it, or with 
hinted to hea atthe same time they 
to be eaatc. uke-administratos, that he ought 
ioataas ; iy he accepted of the adminis- 
goth: iad- been eonterred upon him, 
10g Could be more reasonable than 


rae § 


ation : 
Though 


o 
? 
¢ 


this demand, the emperor presending that it 


» would render ineffectual the preseot adminis- 
‘ tration of the duchy, published a rescript, re- 


‘ 


, quiring the king of Great Brituin and the duke 


of Wolfembuttel to desist from their claims, tlk 


. they should be settled in an amicable manner, 


But this rescript had very little weight with 
those princes, and they returned an answer to 
it, writing a letter the sane time to. the king of 
Prussia with the answer inclosed, and desiring 
that prince to concur with them, in muintain~ 
ing the rights of the empire. 

But the great event, which this year struck 
all Europe, was the conclusion of the treaty of 
Seville, between the king of Great Britain ard 
his Catholic majesty. Colonel Stanhope, afters 
wards earl of Harrington, was allowed hy alt 
parties to understand foreign alfuirs the bess 
of any minister in England. Though em- 
ployed in most negotiations abroad, and trusted 
by the minister at home, yet such wa3 his mue 
deration, good sense, and integrity, that he was 
not considered as a party-man, and had few or 
no personal enemies. His master had given 
him very early marks of distinction and confi- 
dence, aud secmed to havea pleasure in ad- 
vancing his fortune and dignity. He had this 
year been nominated ambassador extraordi- 
nary to his Catholic majesty, and, together with 
Mr. Keene, the British plenipotentiary at the 
court of Madrid, had the management of thig 
treaty on the part of Creat Britain; the Spa- 
nish plenipotentiaries being the marquis de la 
Paz and don Joseph Patinho. 

By the first article of this celebrated treaty, 
all tormer treaties and conventions between 
the two powers, ure as amply confirmed, as if 
they had been there, word for word. By the 
second article, the two kings guarantee each 
other’s kingdoms; and in case of either of 
them being attacked, the other 1s to furnish the 
party so attacked, with 8,000 fvoot and 4,000 
horse, the same to be furnished either in men, 
ships of war, or transports, or money. The 
third article makes void all bis Majesty’s eu- 
gagements by the treaty of Vienna, that could 
be prejudicial to the treaties between the two 
crowns, antecedent to the year 1725. By the 
fourth article, the commerce of the English and 
French nations, both in Europeand in the Lndies, 
are to be restored to their former foatmg, and . 
orders are instantly to be dispatched on ali 
sides fur that purpose. The fitth article obliges 
his Catholic majesty to make reparation for all 
damages that had been done by his subjects to 
other contraoting powers. The 6th, being of 
the utmost importance, and having been at- 
tended with great consequences and alterations, 
we shall give verbatim. 

“¢ Commissaries shall be nominated with 
sufficient powers on the part of their Britannic 
and Catholic majesties, who shall assemble as 
the court of Spain, within the space of four 
months after the exchange of the ratihcations 
of the present treaty, or sooner, if it can be 


done, to examine and decide what concerns 


the ships and effects taken at sea oa eithos 
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side, to the time specified in the preceding ar- 
ticle. The said commissaries shall likewise 
examine, and decide according to the treaties, 
the respective pretensions, which relate to the 
abuses that are supposed to have heen com- 
mitted in commerce, as well in the Indies as in 
Europe, and all the other respective preten- 
sions in America, founded on treaties, whether 
with respect to the limits, or otherwise. The 
said comnuissaries sball likewise discuss and de- 
cide the pretensions which his catholic majesty 
may have, by virtue of the treaty of 1721, for 
the restitution of the ships taken by the English 
fleet in 1718. And the said commissaries, after 
having examined, discussed, and decided the 
abovesaid points and pretensions, shall make a 
report of their proceedings to their Britannic 
and Cetholic majesties, who promise, that with- 
in the space of six months after making the said 
report, they will cause co be executed, punc- 
tually and exactly, what sball have been so 
decided by the said cummissaries.” 

The seventh article contains a stipulation of 
' eommissaries, to be appointed on the part of his 
most Christian and Catholic majesties, for de- 
ciding all differences, The eighth article limits 
the me for the several commissaries finishing 
their commissions to three years. 

By the ninth article, 6000 of his Catholic 
majesty'’s troops are, without loss of time, to 
garrison Leghorn, Porto Ferraru, Parma and 
Placentia, which troops shall serve for the 
better securing and preserving of the imme- 
diate succession of the said states, ia favour of 
the most serene infant don Carlos, and to be 
ready to withstand any enterprise and opposi- 
tion, which might be formed, to the prejudice 
of what has been regulated tuuching the suc- 
cession. 

By the tenth article, the contracting powers 
are to use the softest and most effectual means 
of persuading the dukes of Tuscanv and Parmy, 
that the garrisons might be quietly received ; 
and stipulating the taking of an oath to be 
faithful to the regnant powers, in every thing 
that shall not be contrary to the right of the 
succession, reserved to the most serene itfant 
don Carlos. It is likewise stipulated, that the 
said garrison shall not meddle directly nor in- 
directly in the governinent of the places where 
they are garrisoned, and render to the dukes of 
Tuscany and Parma, all the honours that are 
due to'sovereigns in their own dominions. 

By the eleventh article, his Catholic majesty 
engages to withdraw his troops from the said 
gerrisons, as soon as the said successions are 
guietly settled in the person of don Carlos his 
son. By the twelfth article, the contracting 
powers tecome guarantees for don Carlos 
quietly possessing aud enjoying the said states 
of Tuscanv, Parina, and Placentia, after he has 
succeeded thereunto. 

By the thiteenth article, the kings of Eng- 
Jand and France promise to ratify and guaran- 
tee all the particular regulations that shall be 
concerted between his Catholic majesty and the 
two dukesof Tuscany and Parma, relating to the 


said garrisons. The 14th article stipulates, that 
the States General of the United Provinces shall 
be invited to accede to the treaty, the ratifica. 
tions of which were to be dispatebed within 
the space of six weeks at farthest. 

Besides these, there were two separate 
articles; the first, confirming the treaties of 
peace and commerce, concluded at Utrecht the 
13th of July and 9th of December, in the year 
1713, in which are comprised the treaty of 
1687, made at Madrid, and thecedulas therein 
mentioned, the latter treaty made at Madrid 
the 14th of December, 1715, as also the parti- 
cular contract, commonly called the Assiento, 
for bringing negro slaves into the Spanish In- 
dies, which was made the 29th day of March, 
in the said year 1713, in consequence of the 
12th article of the treaty of Utrecht, and like- 
wise the treaty and declaration, touching that 
of the Assiento, made the 26th of May 1716, 
The 2nd separate article says, that all ships, 
merchandise aud effects, which shall not have 
been taken or seized on account of unlawful 
commerce, aud which shall now be proved by 
authentic documents, to have been detained, 
seized, or confiscated, in the ports of Spain, 
eitherin Europe er in the Indies ; and namely, 
the ship Prince Frederic and her cargo, if they 
have not beeo restored already, shall be imme- 
diately restored, in the same kind as to those 
things which shall be found still remaining ia 
that condition; or in default thereof, the just 
and true value of them, according to their va- 
luation, which, if it was pot made st the ume, 
shall be regulated by the authentic informa- 
tions, which the proprietors shall exhibit to the 
magistrates of the places and towns, where the 
seizure is made, His Britannic majesty stipu- 
lates the same on his part, and all matters of 
controversy, nat yet settled between the two na- 
tions, are to be left to the discussiun of the 
commissaries, upon the footing of the treaties 
there abovementioned. 

Such were the contents of the famous treaty 
of Seville, which afterwards produced such al- 
terations as to the system of power in Europe, 
aided by the other events, which happened, 
This year, the French monarchy received a 
great accession of strength and security, by the 
birth of a dauphin in September.® 


THIRD SESSION 
OF THE 
| SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


The King’s Speech on Opening the Session.] 
January 18, 1780. The King came to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons attendi 
his Majesty made the following Speech to 
Houses : | 
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“ My Lords and Gentlemen; 

 Tt-is with great satisfaction I acquaint you, 
that we have at length extricated ourselves from 
the many difficulties and inconveniences that 
attended the uncertain state of affairs in Eu- 
rope, by having concluded an absolute peace 
with the crown of Spain. ; 
- This negociation hath been carried on, and 
finished, with a perfect union, harmony, and 
fidelity, between me and my Allies, with no 
other view but to prevent the miseries and con- 
fusion of a war, which if once kindled in Eu- 
rope, it -had been as hard to know the end, as 
to determine the success of such a fatal event. 

“ As this Alliance is Suilt upon the founda- 
tion, and is agreeable to the purport and inteo- 
tions, of former Treaties, without any altera- 
tions in the principal Articles, butsuch as tend 
to render more effectual, what the contracting 
powers in the Quadruple Alliance were before 
engaged to see performed, it is very justly to 
be presymed, that from this happy bevinning, 
the great work, of a General Pacification, will 
soon be perfect and complete. 

“ But if, contrary to expectation, and in re- 
sentment of the present Engagements, any 
new troubles, although with little prospect of 
success, should be raised in Europe, to oppose 
er disappoint the execution of them, I am 
confident I shall not want the support and as- 
sistance of my parliament in so just a cause, 
which hath the joint concurrence of so many 
considerable powers, for the honour and credit 
ef the present measures, and their united 
strength, in maintenance of our mutual stipu- 
lations, 

“In the mean time, I can assure you that I 
have made it my first care to consult the im- 
mediate interests of these my kingdoms, pre- 

ble to any other consideration, and at the 


hazard of all other events. 


“ All former Treaties and Conventions made 


with Spain, in favour of our Trade and Naviga- 
tion, are renewed and confirmed ; not only a 

and uninterrupted exercise of our com- 
merce, for the future, is restored; but just and 
ample restitution and reparation, for unlawiul 
eeizures and depredations, are expressly stipu- 


lated, and ayreed to: In general, all rights, 


privileges, and possessions, in any manner be- 
_ fonging to me and my Allies, are solemnly re- 

established, confirmed and guaranteed, and 
Rot one concession is made to the prejudice of 
me or my subjects. | 

“* By this means, a foundation is laid for re- 
moving al) former animosities and misunder- 
standirigs between the kingdoms of Great Bri- 
tain and Spain: and it is not at all to be doubt- 
ed, but that, by a faithful execution of our re- 
Cprocal engagements, a perfect friendship be- 
twixt the two nations, united by the common 
Ges of mutual interest, may be more strongly 
established and cemented than ever. 

“And that my subjects might reap the 
earliest frvits of this advantageous peace, I gave 
orders for the immediate reduction of a great 

‘Bumber of my Land-Forces, and: for laying up 
aad discharging a great part of my Fleet. 


“¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 
“This will make a considerable saving in 
the expeuce of the current year, and I hope it 
will give a general satisfaction to my: people, as 
it is a most sensible pleasure to me. The 
proper estimates shall be laid before you, and I 
make no doubt but you will grant me the ne- 
cessary supplies, and enable meto make good 
my engagements with my allies, in such manner 
as shall be most effectual for the public service, 
and most easy to your fellow subjects. 

_ You will see, by the Accounts that will be 
laid before you, the state, produce, and appli- 
cation of the Sinking Fund, as far as hath been 
hitherto directed by act of parliament ; and you 
will not fail to take into your consideration the 
farther disposition of a growing produce : 
You are the best judges, whether the circum- 
stances of the Sinking Fund, and of the Na- 
tional Debt, wil! as yet admit of giving ease, 
where the duties are most grievous. have 
the greatest regard for the Sinking Fund, and 
look with compassion upon the hardships of 
the poor artificers and manufacturers. I leave 
it to your determination, what may reasonabl 
and with due caution be done upon this criti- 
cal consideration, 

‘¢ My Lords and Gentlemen; 

“ That we may receive the natural advan- 
tages of our present situation, I must in the 
strongest manner recommend to you a perfect 
unanimity among yourselves; such as may en- 
tirely defeat the hopes of our enemies both at 
home and abroad: the groundless insinuations, 
cavils, and clamours of some few ill designing 
persons, to shake the steadiness of those powers 
who are already my Allies, or te hinder others 
from becoming 80, will, by your unanimity, be 
rendered ineffectual ; and I desire that the af- 
fections of my people may be the strength of 
my government, as their interest has always 
been the rule of my actions and the object of 
my wishes.” 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.| The Lerds 
agreed upon the following Address of Thanks, 
which was presented to his Majesty on 
the 14th: 


“© Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
penne: assembled, beg leave to return the 

umble Thanks of this House for your Ma 
jesty’s most gracious Speech from the throne. 

“We humbly congratulate your Majesty 
upon your safe and happy arrival in this king- 
dom, and are deeply sensible, that nothing 
could in any degree alleviate the loss we must 
ever suffer by your Majesty’s absence from us, 
but the prudent and happy administration of 
the government by the Queen, in the most 
critical conjuncture of affairs, under your Ma- 
jesty’s authority, and by your great example. 

‘© We want words to express our joy ‘and 
gratitude in congratulating your Majesty om 
your having concluded an absolute Peace with 
‘the crown of Spain ; aad when we reflect upoa 


‘ 
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the tender and anxious coucern your Majesty 
has shewn, during the whole course of the late 
uncertain state ot affairs in Europe, we cannot 
but look upon this happy event ss a public 
‘reward from heaven for your Majesty’s :ove of 
your people. | 

‘¢ The earnest desire of your Majesty to pre- 
vent the miseries and eualicion unavoideble in 
war, (the events of which are far removed from 
all human foresight, even under the conduct of 
the greatest princes) and at the same time 
your steadiness and resolution in continuing 
the necessary preparations, joined with a per- 
fect union and mutual fidelity between your 
Majesty and your allies, have at last surmount- 
ed all difficulties that stuod in the way of our 
happiness. 

“ An Alliance built upon the foundation of 
former Treaties, and rendering more effectual 
what the contracting powers in the Quadraple 
Alliance were before obliged to perform; the 
confirming all former Coaventions made with 
Spain in favour of our trade; the stipulating a 
just and ample restitution and reparation for 
unlawful seizures and depredations; and in 
general, the re-establishment and guarantee 
of all rights, privileges and possessions, ip any 
manner belonging to your Majesty, or your 
Allies, without any concession being made to 
the prejudice of your Majesty, or your sub- 
jects, are conditions intirely agreeable to the 
true interest of Great Britain, equal even to 
those we might have expected after a prospe- 
rous war, as the fruits of victories, if your 
Majesty's unwearied labours fur peace had 
been unsuccessful. 

““ We have the greatest reason to believe, 
that a general pacification will be the conse- 
quence of this happy beginning, for your 
Majesty, baving no ambition but to defend the 
honour and rights of this nation, to see our 
trade flourish, and to reign over a bappy and 
willing people, is ever averse to war: and, on 
the other side, so just a cause, supported by 
‘the united strength of so many considerable 
allies, joined in interest for the tranquillity of 
Europe, wiil incline other powers to peace. 
This, we hope, wil] produce an universal ap- 
probation of the present engagements. But 
as your Majesty’s first care has been to consult 
the immediate interests of these your king- 
doms, preferable to any other considerations, 
and at the hazard of all other events; if con- 
trary to expectation, and in resentment of these 
measures, any new troubles should be raised in 
Europe, to oppose or disappoint the execution 
of them, the same justice, gratitude and honour 
which have hitherto influenced us, must wake 
ws exert ourselves to the utmost to support and 
assist your Majesty. 

“ Your Majesty, by the immediate reduction 
ofa great number of your Land Forces, and 


the laying up a great part of the Fleet, has’ 


shewn how unwilling you wes to suffer any 
dime te iitervene between the conclusion of 


the peace, and letting your subjects see the. 
happy <ficcts of it. This lays she strongest ' 


ubligation upon us to place the greater trust 
and cSnfidence in your Majesty, when we find 
by experience, that our military preparations 
are made only when the public necessities call 
upon your Majesty to defend your kingdoms, 
and are laid aside the very instant that our 
safety will admit of it. 

‘The unanimity among ourselves, which 
your Majesty is graciously pleased to recom- 
mend to us, is one of the least returns we 
ought to make for these blessings procured for 
us: your Majesty has completed the wishes 
of all your good sebjects, and the despair of 
the bad: you bave obviated all the groundless 
cavils and clamours, which even malice itself 
could invent; so that the insinuations of any 
considerable remnant of faction, which may be 
yet in being, will have as little appearance of 
veracity abroad, as of duty, loyalty, or love of 
their country at home: and will serve enly to 
excite us all to act with the greatest zeal and 
harmony, so as to make your government as 
easy and happy for your Majesty, as it is 
for us.” 


The King's Answer.] To this Address the 
King returned the following Answer: 


“ My Lords; 

“T thank you for this dutifol and loyal 
Address. I doubt not but ‘my subjects will 
reap great ndvantage from the Treaty con- 
cluded with Spain; and a faithful executioa 
of all that is stipulated in their favour, shall 
be my principal care; to which nothing will 
contribute more effectually, than the strong 
and affectionate assurances you give me of 
your support and assistance, in case any 
power should, in resentment of these measures 
I have taken, endeavour to raise new tronbles.” 


_ The Commons’ Address of Thanks.| When 
the Commons returned to the House, sir Ro- 
bert Walpole laid before them the Treety of 
Seville, and the Court Party meved for a very 
particular and loyal Address of Thanks to the 
throne, almost in the very terms of the Speeeb. 
This motion was made by lord Fitzwilliams, but 
opposed by the Country Party, who were for 
saying no more than “ to assure his Majesty of 
the steady and zealous attachment of the Llouse 
to his royal perscn, government and family ; 
and that the House would effectually support 
his Majesty in all measures which shall be ne- 
cessary for the honour and dignity of his crown, 
and for the interests and weltare of his people.” 

In support of this alteration and omission, 
many severe things were said of the Treaty, 
which had been made public for some me. 
Sir Juhn Hind Cutton, a sbarp, severe, but not 

a weighty speaker, was generally looked upon 
as ove of the chief Tories in the Heuse, and 
was always rendy to join in every measure of 
opposition to the Court. He said, that the 
ministry bad imposed upon his Majesty Jn call- 
ing the peace an absolute one; because the 
mest important interests of Grcat Britain were 
left vee futere discussion, Tho minister anain- 


769) PARL. HIST., 3 Groros II. 1730.—The Commane’ Address of Thanks: 


tained, that the peace was absolute, and that 
no difficulties corld happen in the execution of 
it, unless the Spaniards and other powers were 
encouraged to raise them by the dissentions 
that might happen at home. Many other 
speeches were made on both sides; but the 
question being put for the above words to be 
left out, it was resolved in the affirmative by a 
majority of 262 ayainst 129. The Address first 
moved for was then carried up to his Majesty, 
‘aod was as follows: cane 
' «* Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

‘© We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in Par- 
liament assembled, return your Majesty our 
most humble Thanks for your most gracious 
Speech from the Throne. | 

“ We cannot omit taking this first opportu- 
nity to congratulate your Majesty upon your 
happy return into these kingdoms: The just 
and prudent administration of the government 
during your Majesty’s absence by the Queen 
‘your royal consort, ruling by your authority, 

and governing by your example, could alone 
compensate for the want of your royal pre- 
sence and auspicivus influence among us. 
“¢ Fhe welcome news of your Majesty’s hav- 
‘ing concluded an absolute Peace with the 
crows of Spain, effected by a perfect union, 
harmony and fidclity between your Majesty 
and your allies, filled the hearts of all your 
good people with inexpressible joy and satisfac- 
tion; and we should be wanting in duty to 
your Majesty, in justice to ourselves, and not 
answer the expectations of those we represent, 
if we did not approach your Majesty upon this 
happy occasion with hearts full of duty and 
gratitude, and with the strongest acknowledg- 
ments of your Majesty’s goodness, wisdom and 
resolution ; your wisdom and resolution, in not 
saffering yourself to be diverted by any fulse 
and malicious clamour’s and insinuations, from 
steadily pursuing the great and desirable work 
of giving Peace to your people; your goodness 
‘in consulting the immediate interests of these 
your kingdoms, preferable to all other con- 
siderations, and at the hazard of all other 
events. 
‘© This must convince the world of your Ma- 
“jesty’s paternal care and tender regard for 
your British dominions, when we see al! former 
‘treaties made in favour of our trade and com- 
‘merce, and for the security of the rights, privi- 
‘leges, and possessions belonging to your Ma- 
‘Jesty renewed and confirmed ; when we see the 
crown of Spam under new and fresh obliga- 
tions to your Majesty, not only to permit to 
your subjects a-free and uninterrupted exercise 
- of their trade and commerce for the future, but 
to make just and ample restitution and repara- 
tion for all former unlawful seizures and depre- 
- dations. 
“©The extension of former engagements, 
‘without any material alterations in the princi- 


-pal articles from the purport and intentions of 


former-treaties, in order to obtaio these great 
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and truly valuable advantaves, without one con- 
cession made to the prejudice of your Majesty 
or your subjects, is a consideration, that to re- 
ject, had been losing the fairest opportunity to 
recover the ancient freedom and liberty of 
trade and commerce to these kingdoms; and 
not faithfully to fulfil and execute what is stipu- 
lated on your Majesty's part to secure a reci-' 
procal performance from your Majesty’s allies, 
of the engagements they have entered inte, 
would be abandoning the particular interests 
and properties of your Majesty’s trading sub- 
jects ; and to expose the trade and. commerce 
of this nation to all the hazards and uncertain- 
lies, which they have so long laboured under. 
‘¢ These blessings, secured to us, will suth- 
ciently compensate all inconveniencies that can 
attend the performance of your Majesty’s en- 
gagements: And as itis justly to be presumed, 
that a general pacification and tranquillity in 
Europe will be the consequence of the present 
Treaty, the prospect of sceing this soon com- 
plete and perfected adds greatly to oar satis- 
faction, 
‘‘ But if, contrary to expectation, and in re< 


‘sentment to your Majesty’s just and prudent 


ineasures, any new troubles should be raised in 
Europe, to oppose or «disappoint the execution 
of the present engagements, we think ourselves 
obliged by the strongest ties of duty, affection, © 
and gratitude, to assure your Majesty, that we 
will stand by and support your Majesty against 
all insults and indiguities that shall be offered 
to your Majesty, and that we will enable yon 
to make good your engagements with your 
ailies. 

“The immediate reduction of so considera- 
ble a part of your forces by sea and land, upon 
the first notice of the confirmation of the peace, 
is another instance of your Majesty’s care and 
attention to the ease and welfare of your peos 
ple; and the recommending to our considera- 
tion the state of the Sinking Fund, in so graci- 
ous and condescending a manner, obliges us to 
proceed with all possible caution and prudence 
in an affair of that nicety and importance, 
where the earliest discharge of the National 
Debt on one hand, and the hardships of the 
poor artificers and manufacturers on the other, 
require the greatest regard, and deserve the 
most mature deliberation. 

‘ From a due sense of these many proofs of 
your Majesty’s unwearied endeavours to con- 
sult tke happiness of your people, we think 
ourselves obliged to assure your Majesty, that 
this House will, by the best and most easy 
methods, effectually raise the necessary sup- 
plies for the service of the current year; and 
by a proper zeal und concera for the honoar 
of your Majesty, the public tranquillity, and 
the good of your people, defeat the vain expec 
tations of such ill-desgning persons, who may 
flatter themselves wh the hapes of being able, 
by groundless insjsuations, cavils and clamours, 
to shake the st-adiness of those powers who 
are already aties to your Majesty, or tu hinder 
athers from becoming s@.” 


3D 
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The King’s Answer.] To the above Address, 
sbis Majesty gave this Answer ; 


. © Gentlemen, 

“ T return you my thanks for this very affec- 
tionate and loyal Address. The assurances 
jou have given me, and the support of my par- 

iament in enabling me to make good my en- 

gagements with my allies, will, I promise my- 
self, greatly contribute towards settling the ge- 
neral pacification of Europe. 

“You may be assured, that the confidence 
you repose in me shall never be made use of, 
but for preserving the public tranquillity, for 
maintaining the rights and interests of my 
people, and in vindication of my honour and 

‘ dignity.” 


Debate in the Commons concerning the Num- 
ber of the Land Forces.| Jan. 28. The Com- 
mons, in a grand committee on the Supply, 
took into considcration the charge of the Land 
Forces for the service of the year 1730, and 

Mr. Henry Pclham, Secretary at War, 
moved, “ That the number of effective men for 
guards and garrisons in Great Britain, Jersey 
and Guernsey, with 1,850 invalids and 555 
men, for the six independent companies in the 
Highlands, be 17,709 men, commission and 
non-commission officers included.” 

This motion was seconded by sir William 
Yonge, but was opposed by Mr, Pulteney and 
lord Morpeth, who were for reducing the num- 
ber to 12,000 men, Mr. Pelham im support of 
his motion, having urged, That every reduction 
which hath been made within these 16 years, 
has been attended with some ill consequence 
or other, which soon after forced us upon a 
more considerable expence; and that it would 
be necessary to continue that number, if they 
consulted the preservation of the government 
itself, 


Mr. Shippen hereupon stood up, and spoke 
as follows: 


Mr. Speaker ; ‘ 

After the debates we have had on this sub- 
ject for many years successively, 1 is hardly 
_ possible to offer any thing new; and repeti- 
tion, if I may judge by myself, is as disugree- 
able to those that speak, as it can be to those 
that hear. However, a total silence at this 
time would mis-become me, who tco often 
trouble you on occasions of less importance, 
when you are going to put a question, that 
tends directly towards the establishment of an 
army in Great Britain, which I bupe will never 
be so far Germanized, as tamely to submit to a 
military government. 

I will not insinuate, that the honourable per- 
gon who made the motion, did itrather to com- 
ply with the obligations of his office, from 
whence the army estimates are brought into 
the House, than out of any conviction that the 
troops demanded are necessary for the service 
of the year, because he declares otherwise : 
and as we are all supposed to act here without 
induence, so we must not suspect, that he ever 
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countenanced those almost irresistible jobs 
which my new ally on the floor (Mr. W. P. 
owns attended the war-office in his time, a 
which he believes now attend all offices con- 
cerned in the public expences. But I will in 
sist, that this motion is a flat negative to the 
Address, for which he voted the first day of the 
session ; and it plainly implies a distrust of the 
validity of the Treaty of Seville, which he thea 
assured us would immediately preduce all the 
blessings of an absolute peace, and deliver us 
not only from the apprehensions, but from the 
inconveniences of a war. Now he is pleased 
to change his language, and endeavour to pete 
suade us, that we ought not to make any re 
duction of our Land Forces; because our cit 
cumstances have been such for 16 years past 
that whenever any reduction has been made, 
something happened which soon occasioned an 
increase of troops and expences. 

If we were to allow him this last sort of rea- 
soning, 10 Opposition to his former, it would 
prove too inuch; it would prove, that we bave 
no other cause to rejoice at the late reduction, 
for which we have humbly thanked his Ma- 
jesty, than that it wassosmall ; ic would prove, 
that notwithstanding our famous and success- 
ful negotiations, we are like to remain in the 
same cundition, and under the saine difficule 
ties, we have been for 16 years together. But 
to pass over these remarks, the late reduction 
was very fallacious, and looked as if those, 
who had the direction of it, were not heartily 
inclined to get rid of uur growing military 
power, or to return to the free exercise of our 
civil government. Nay, we have just heard it 
laid down for doctrine, that though our go- 
vernment is not military, though an army 1s 
not part of our constitution, yet it will Le ne- 
cessary to continue our present army of sear 
18,000 men for many years longer, on account 
of the government’s consulung its own preset 
vation. ae 

Sir, the principle of self preservation will last 
aslong as persons and governments themselves 
subsist, and is an argument that may be con 
stuntly renewed; that may be urged ud infint- 
tum. But Iam so far from admitting this at- 
pument in its full extent, that I cannot admit 
it in any degree, as applied to the present ques 
tion, For it does not appear to me, that we 
can have occasion, cveu this year, for all the 
troops demanded, considering the glorious 
scene of affairs, which the honourable gentle- 
man says is upened to us, and to all Europe: 
they are not necessary, I suppose, to awe Spaie 
into a firm adherence to its own treaty: they 
are not necessary, to forcethe emperor into an 
immediate accession: nor are they, in any 
sort, necessary, for the safety of his Muyerty 5 
person and government. 

Force and violence are the resort of usurpers 
and tyrants only. I perceive some gentle- 


men take offence at my words, and therefore, 


® Mr. William ‘Pulteney. Secretary at War 
from Sept. 27, 1714, to Apu 10, 1717. 
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that they may not be misconstrued, I will re- 
peat them.——I assert then, itis a grounded 
maxin in civil science, that force and violence 
are the resort of usurpers and tyrants only; be- 
cause they are, with good renson, distrustful of 
the people, whom they oppress; and because 
they have nd othersecurity for the continuance 
of their unlawful and unnatural dominion, 
than what depends entirely on tbe strength of 
their armies. 

Bat it is the peculiar happiness and glory of 
Great Britain to be blessed with a Prince, who 
wants no such support; who reigns absolute in 
the hearts of his subjects; who prefers their 
ease and interest to the lustre and grandeur of 
his crown ; who sets them a pattern of pru- 
dence and wisdom; whose royal goodness 
would be offended with continuing any tax, or 
any burthen upon them, but what is requisite to 
supply the immediate occasions and necessities 
of his government. 

For these reasons, Sir, I cannot assent to the 
question. But, before! conclude, give me leave 
to say, there is an articlein the Estimate under 
your consideration, which I readily allow, in 
the midst of alt my frugality; though I must 
at the same time own, with those gentlemen 
who dispute it, that it is a new item, and an 
additional article to the Estimate of the last 
year, I mean the Salary of 200/. for the Physi- 
cian of the Tower; for no persun, who shall 
hereafter have the misfortune to be confined 
there, on any account whatsoever, should want 
proper assistance in case of sickness. Mem- 

ers of this House have been frequently sent 
thither, and for very different reasons. Some 
for speaking freely, * others for acting corrupt- 
ly. Now, as it is uncertain of what denomina- 
tion the member, or any other gentleman may 
be, who shall next becommitted to that State- 
Prison, let us give an instance of our general 
compassion, and not grudge 80 trifling a sum 
for so charitable a purpose. 


After this the question being put on Mr. 
Pelham’s motion, it wascarried in the Afirma- 
tive; and it was farther resolved, ‘‘ That the 
sum of 723.0321. be granted for the Charge of 
the said 17,709 men.” 


Debate in the Lords on the Treaty of Seville.] 
Jan. 27, The Lords, according. to order, pro- 
ceeded to take into consideration the Treaty 
of peace, union, friendship and mutual defence 
i bis Majesty and the most Christian 

‘ing, and the king of Spain, concluded at Se- 
Ville the Oth of November, N. S. 1729, with 
© Separate Articles thereunto helonging : 

nd the same being read by the clerk, 

of th Rathurst moved, That the 5th Article 
be; € Quadruple Alliance might be read, which 
a8. done his lordship moved for the following 
orseutn? “ That the Agreewent in the Treaty 
los. 4 le to secure the Succession of Don Car- 
Place. the duchies of Tuscany, Parma and 

Centia, with Spanish Troops, is a manifest 
nities 


* See vol. 7, p. 511. 


violation uf the 5th Article of the Quadruple 
Alliance ; tends to involve this nation in a 
dangerous and expensive war ;_ and te destroy 
the balance of power in Europe.” * 

The Lord Townshend speke against the ques- 
tion, and observed, That it was allowed by 
fiends and fves, and his Majesty had acquired 
great honour in making the Treaty of Seville : 
that it was a reproach on our Allies to insi- 
nuate they had acted otherwise than in friend- 


ship with us: that the word‘ Violation’ in the 


question could not be applied to this Treaty ; 
and his Lordship added, That in his opinion, 
the qnestion tended only to encourage the em- 
peror to stand out, and to provoke the court 
of Spain, therefore he hoped it would not pass. 
Then the question being put on the said mo- 
tion, it passed in the Negative by 86 against 
31. | 


« Then it was moved to resolve, “ That our 


right of sovereignty, dominion, possession, and 
claim to Gibraltar and the island of Minorca is 
not ascertained by the Treaty of Seville, so as 
to extinguish the claims and pretensions set 
up by the Spaniards, which were followed by 
an actual siege since the cession of those va- 
luable places by the Treaty of Utrecht.” Afier - 
debate, the question was put thereupon, and 
resolved in the negative: Contents 31, Not- 
contents 85. | 


* “ Nothing could be a greater proofof the 
infatuation that people may be under from 
party prejudices, than the treatment which 
this negotiation met with all over the kingdum. 
The ministry, it must be acknowledged, in | 
concluding it, had chiefly in their cye the pre- _ 
servation of the public tranquillity, by which 
England was every day making immense acqui- 
sitions of wealth and commérce. Bot this was 
a conduct very distant from, and destructive of, 
the views of the Opposition, who knew that 
the ministry never could be shaken but ina 
time of war or publiccommotion. © The minis- 
try, on the other hand, treated the opposition 
they met with, too supercilicusly within doors, 
and tvo incautiously without. Secure of their 
own numbers in the [louse of Commons, and 
conscious that the opposition was carried on 
only from views of interest and ambition, they 
did not enter into that length and solemnity of 
debate that was necessary either for the con- 
viction or conversion of the few who opposed 
them from principle only. In short, matters 
were rather carried by dividing: than debating. 
Many noblemen and gentlemen of great and 
independent fortunes, took this methed of pro- 
ceeding amiss, and resented it Ly voting against 
the ministry. This gave the public such unta- 
vourable impressions of his Majesty's measures, 
that nothing either spoken or wrote for the mi- 
nisty, had a fair hearivg.. It must be owned at 
the same time, that those prepnssessions were 
in a great measure.owing to the weakness of 
the ministerial advocates without doers, who 
in general were the very worst pens that money 
or favour could procure.” ‘Tindal. 
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Then it was moved, “ That an humble Ad- 
dress le presenced to his Majesty, that he will 
be graciously pleased to order to be laid be- 
fore the House, a Copy of the Orders and In- 
structions given to sir George Byng, now lord 
- viscount Torrington, who commanded the Fleet 
in the Mediterranean in the year 1718.” But 
the question being put thereupon, it was re- 
solved in the negative. 

Then it was proposed to resolve, “ That the 
Supulations in the Treaty of Seville for the re- 
pairing the Losses of the Merchants, are in- 
sufficient and precarious. And the question 

being put upon the said proposition, it was re- 
solved in the negative ; Contents 30, Not-con- 
tents 79. 


Lhe Duke of Devonshire moces the House to 
declure their Approbation of the suid Treaty.| 
_ Then the duke of Devonshire moved to re- 
solve, ‘* That the said Treaty of Seville does 
contain all necessary stipulations for maintain- 
ing and securing the honour, diynity, rights and 


possessions of this crown ; and that all due care 


is taken therein tor thé support of the trade of 
this kingdom, and for repairing the losses suf- 
fered by the merchants.” | 


Protest against it.] After debate, the ques- 
tion was put thereupon, and it was resolved in 
the affirmative, by 72 against 30. 

‘* Dissentient’, ; 

** Because, we think, this question, from the 
debate as well as from the import of the ques- 
tion itself, was designed as a justification of the 


whole Treaty, which appears to us neither to. 


be solid, honourable, nor advantageous for the 
following reasons : 

1. * Because we know not whetber all the 
treaties and conventions concluded between 
England and Spain nay be, in every article of 
them so beneficial to us, as to be fit to be again 
confirmed and renewed. 

2. “ Because, as we think it extremely dif- 
ficult to examine with requisite nicety, how 
advantageous every treaty and convention be- 
tween Great Brituin and. Spain may be to us, 
so we think itabsurd to pretend to judge of any 
future agreement; and therefore we think it 
very extraordinary, ‘and apprehend it may be 
of very ill consequence to be bound, as we are 
by this Treaty, to ratify and guarantee what- 
ever agreement shall be made between the king 
of Spain and the dukes of Tuscany and Parma, 
roncerning the garrisons once established in 
their countries, 

» 3. Because the obligations on our mer- 
chants to make proot of the justice of their de- 
mands, for their losses at the court of Spain, is, 
our opNiona hardship upon them, and pat 
honourable for the nauon; and we are per- 
suaded those untortunate gentlemen will under- 
take 90 troublesome and expensive a journey 
with the less chearfulness, tecause they may 
fear their claims are likely to be counter- 
belanced by others from the Spaniards; and after 
all they have only the slender comfort of hoping, 
if they think there is any room for them to Lope, 
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to get that redress by commissaries, which they 
have not hitherto beea able to obtain by plenipo- 
tentiaries. 

4. ‘© Because we are obliged to assist in ef- 
fectuating the introduction of 6,000 Spanish 
troops into the towns of Tuscany and Parma, 
without specifying the methods we are to take, 
or charge we are to be at in giving that assist- 
ance; so that, for ought we know, we may be 
liable to an endless trouble and whlimited ex- 
pence to compass what, if effected, cannot, in 
our opinion, be of any advantage to us, but, as 
we fear, may prove most prejudicial aad de- 
structive. 

5. ‘* Because we oblige ourselves to gua- 
rantee for ever, not only to don Carlos, but 
even toaill his successors, the right to, aad pos- 
session of the estates of ‘Tuscany and Parma ; 
which we think is @ stipulation of so extensive 
a Nature, that we can hardly sce we are ever 
like to be exempted from the disputes and 
quarrels it may too probably draw upon us. 

. 6. “© Because this Treaty ditiers from the 
Quadruple Alliance, upon which it is pretended 
to be chiefly founded, in some poiuts that 
seemed to be thought essential by ourselves, as 
well as by the kings of France aod Spain, as 
far as we can judge by the stipulations of 
former alliances, particularly in Chat of intro- 
ducing Spanish troops instead of neutral into 
Tuscany and Parma, and by stipulating that 
those troops shall remain there till don Carlos 
and his successors are secure and exempt from 
all events ; which, from the nature and extent 
of human foresight, we think, the warmest ad- 
vocates for the ‘lreaty must allow is in effect to 
say, they are to remain there for ever. 

7. “ Because the alterations in this Treaty, 
from that of the Quadruple Alliance, are made 
not only without the consent of the Emperor, 
but we fear he will interpret it, since he hasnot 
the compliment paid him of being invited into 
it, almost in defiance of him; and if this treat- 
ment of him should unhappily alienate his 
friendship from us, we think we should, as good 
Englishmen, have great reason to lament the 
loss of such an ancient, powerful and faith- 
ful ally. 

8 ‘ Because we appreliend that there ts an 
artful omission, throughout the whole treaty, of 
any plain and express stipulation to secure to 
us our right to Gibraltar and Minorca ; which, 
however willing we are to attribute it rather 
to the superior skill of the Spanish managers, 
than te any want of zeal for their Country in 
our own, is an error that we fear will leave our 
possession of those important places too liable 
to future cavils; and we think the Spaniards 
could not, with the least piausible pretence of 
reason, have refused to ascerttun Our indubita- 
ble right to them, in as strong and explicit 
terms as we have declared ourselves guaran- 
tees of the right, possession, tranquility and 
quiet of the Italian dominions allotted to Doa 
Carlos and his successors, siace We have had the 
complaisance to admit the Spaniards to discuss 
their pretensions for the resutution of the ships 
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taken in the year 1716, though their right to 
that compensation was as effectually secured to 
them, as it can be pretended ours is to Gibral- 
tar and Minorca, by those general words that 
renew and confirm all former treaties. 
. 9. Because his Majesty himself, by his 
speech from the thrane, seems not entirely free 
from apprehensions ef new troubles being stil 
likely to arise in Europe, even in resentment of 
the present engagements; aud if he thought 
this peace had settled the public tranquillity 
upon a lasting foundation, we are confident bis 
_ paternal goodness would have inclined him, by 
afarther redaction of troops, to have given 
more ease to his people, who have long groan- 
‘ edunder the heavy burthen of taxes, almost 
insupportable, and of a large standing army, 
and have had all their grievances increased by 
& pernicious interruption of lete of that flou- 
nshing commerce, without which they can 
neither be happy at home nor respected abroad. 
10. “ Because it appears to us, after the 
most matare consideration of all particulars, 
that we are mach farther obliged than.we were 
before, and than we think we ever oughit to be, 
to ineddle in disputes about territories at’ a 
great distance from us,and in which our na- 
tional interest seems no way concerned; and 
since one of the principal contracting parties 
m4 that alliance upon which this is built, is not 
only left out of it, but, aswe think, there is 
reason to believe extremely disobliged by it; 
and since it seems impossible to make the in- 
troduction ef Spanish troops into Tuscany and 
Parma, even by the most prevailing applica- 
tion we can use, consistent with the dignity 
and quiet of those princes whose towns they 
are to garrison; we own ourselves, upon the 
“whole, incapable of discerning either the 
equity or policy of thistreaty, which we fear 
will not enable us either to recover what we 


e lost, or long to preserve quietly and uncis- 


turbed - what we yet possess; and which, we 
far, instead of extricating us out of these dif- 
ities that we have of late been involved in, 
and which have been owing in a great mea- 
sure, in our judgment, to the incapacity of 
s¢ ministers, by whose counsels we have 
wee entangled in a labyrinth of unnecessary, 
if not prejudicial treaties and engagements, 
will probably be the melancholy occasion of 
ies disturbances, and bring upon us, already 
°Q much impoverished, the misery and con- 
ae ofa war, which if once kindled, we are 
ae inced, it will be as difficult to know the 
a a8 to determine the success of such a fatal 
Bt e==( Stzned ) Scarsdale, Beaufort, Gower, 
Bedford, Yhanet, Anglesea, Coventry, 
Huntingdon, Bruce, Boyle, Bathurst, 
Foley, Bridgewater, Plymouth, Straf- 
ford, Northampton, Abingdon, Warring- 
ton, Montjoy, Aylesford, Middleton, 
_ Bristol, Willoughby de Broke, Oxford 
nnd Mortimer.” | 


; The Lords’ Address of Fhanks for, 


and A 
of the Freaty of Seville. | if 


January 
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99. The Lords voted the following Address ef 
Thanks for the Treaty of Seville: 


“ Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

*¢ We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal. 
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal in 
parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to 
return your Majcsty our most hoa thanks for 
your most gracious condescension in laying 
the Treaty of Peace, Union, and Friendship, 


‘lately concluded at Seville, before this House. 


‘¢ And we beg leave to declare to your Ma- 
jesty, tbat the said Treaty doth, in our opinion, 
contain all necessary stipulanons for maintain- 
ing and securing the honour, dignity, rights, 
and possessions of this crown; and that all 
due care is taken therein for the support of the 
trade of this kingdom, and for the repairing 
the losses suffered by the merchants.” 


The King’s Answer.] His Majesty's An- 


swer was as follows: 


‘© My Lords; 

“Tam glad the Treaty which I have,in con- 
junction with my allics, conciuded with Spain, 
Is so entjrely to your satisfaction. By a punc- . 
tual execution of our mutual engavyements we 
shall establish a firm and lasting friendsiip 
with that crown, which will be of great ad- 
vantage to the trade and navigation of this 
kingdom.” 


Debate in the Commons on the Bill for pro- 
hibiting Loansto Foreign Powers.] Feb. 24. 
A Bill, ¢ To prevent any Persons, lis Majesty's 
Subjects, or residing within this kingdom; to 
advance any sum of money to any Foreign 
Prince, State, or Potentate, without having 
obtained Licence from his Majesty, under his 
Privy Seal, or some greater authority,’ was 
read a second time, in which, infer alia, was 
the following Clause, viz. ‘ That the king be 
“empowered by Proclamation, which shall take 
‘ place within a hmited time, to prohibit all 
‘such Loans of. money, jewels or bullion; and 
‘this Prohibition to continue a limited time, 
“ under limited forfeitures and penalties, unless 
‘ dispensed with by the crown; that the At- 
‘torney General be empowered by English 
‘ Bill in the Court of Exchequer, to compel 
‘the eitectual discovery on oath of any such 
‘Loans, and that in default of an Answer to 
‘any such Bill, the court shall decree a limited 
‘sum against tbe defendant, refusing to answer, 
‘ Provided that this Act do not extend to pro- 
‘bibit any Subscriptions to the Public Funds, 
‘or Trading Companies of foreign kingdoms.’ 
Hereupon ' 

Sir Robert Walpate*® stood up, and endea- 


* « Although the Tories had hitherto joined 


the discontented Whigs in their attacks against 


the minister, yet their coalition bad never been 
hearty and sincere. They formed a separate 
‘bady; and as they did not amount to less than 
one bundreid and ten members, they considered 
themselves, both from their superior numbers 
and weight as country gentlemen, entitled ra~- 


¢ 


¢ 


179) 


voured to shew that such a bill was always right 
and necessary; that all possible care had been 
taken in drawing this bill to obviate every 
ubjection, to xvoid every inconvenience; that 
as to any exception which gentlemen possibly 
might make to the frame of it as it now stands, 
he conceived they would properly come under 
eonsideratton when the bill was committed ; 
that any reasonable alterations might be regu- 
larly offered and ayreed to in such a committee ; 
and therefore he moved, ‘ That the bill might 
be committed to a cummittee of the whole 
House, on the 4th of March.” But this was 
opposed by 

Ir. Daniel Pulteney who declared, That 
this being the second tume of reading this bill, 
he si cuelt it was proper to give his opinion: 
and that after having coasidered it fully, he 
neither approved it on the whole or in any part, 
for it would ae prove ineffectual to all the 
purposes proposed ; it could not possibly an- 
swer good ends, and it would certainly produce 
very bad ones; he thought it would be a 
restraint upon commerce, a restraint of a dan- 
gerous nature; he had heard all the mer- 
ghants in general complain of its tendency, 


ther to give than receive an impulse from the 
_ other parts of the minority. They did not 
therefore chuse to pay that regular attendance 
in parliament, which a constant and uniform 
warfare required from al} those who, however 
differing in many points, were united in that 
of distressing the minister.- But in the session 
which opened in 1730, a regular and systematic 
lan was formed by Bolingbroke, and carried 
Into execution by means of his address and ac- 
tivity. His connection with Pulteney, as the 
joint manager of the Craftsman, gave him anu 
influence over the Whiys; and his intimacy 
with sir Wilham Wyndham, secured to him the 
‘acquiescence of the Tories. Ue had persuaded 
the whole body, that notwithstanding the sig- 
nature of the convention at Pardo, a peace 
.with Spain sull met with insuperable dificulties. 
That Philip bad not relinquished his demand of 
Gibraltar ; that the Spanish depredations would 
sull cootinue to be comuntted with impunity : 
" that the British commerce with Spain would 
either be suspended or anuthilated. Measures 
were therefore concerted to call the ministers 
to account for their supineness and pusillanimity. 
The clamnours thus excited, extremely popu- 
Jar in a nation jealous of its honour, and 
anxious to secure its cummercial advantuges, oc- 
casioned great discontents, as well amongst the 
friends as the enemies of the minister. 
“ Although the conclusion of the treaty of 
Seville, which was highly favourable to the 
commercial interests of England, and honorable 
to her national glory, disconcerted opposition, 
and overset the schemes of Bolingbroke in this 
particular, yet he was too able not to form 
another plan of attack. Having made a coali- 
' tion between the discordant parties in the mi- 
nority, and appointed a general muster in par- 
hament, he still continued te animate the mass 
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and he wished they might not feel it in a very 
grievous manuer : That by denying this liberty. 
to all the people of England, by restraining 
all loans or assistance of-noney to princes and 
powers abroad, we made Holland the market 
of Europe and the mart of money to the na- 
tions of the continent: That this was unjust 
and imprudent in us, when our subjects had 
money to trade with as well as their neighbours, 
when his Majesty’s subjects might make an 
advantage even of his very enemies, were it 
not for this ill judged prohibition: That our 
neighbours the Dutch would rejoice at such a 
procedare; they would certainly make this 
most fortunate accident as beneficial as it could 
be to their people: That the contrary could 
not be expected, for not only the late wars of 
Europe evince that the greatest of dangers, the- 


-maost formidable enemies, could not be so ter- 


nifying as to prevent them from lending their 
money to their private advantage; but that 
even in their ancient war with Spain, a war 
wherein they were treated not only as enemies 
but rebels, and had they been conquered, they 
must have been slaves to the victor, they mast 
have submitted to popery and chains: yet 
their merchants assisted the Spaniards, even 
Sa 
witb fresh spirit. His labours were now turned 
to sow discord amoung the Hanoverian allies, to 
avail himself of a growing mmsunderstanding 
which had recently appeared between England 
and France, to encourage the emperor to pere 
sist in his refusal to admit Spanish garrisons in- 
to Parma and Tuscany, and thus to counteract 
the execution of the treaty of Seville; Under 
lis auspices, and by bis direction, the opposition 
brought forwards many questions calculated to 
harrass government, and to render themselves 
popular. ‘The expectations formed by the dis- 
affected were highiy sanguine; and a notion 
prevailed both at home and abroad, that the 
fall of the minister was unavoidable. Their 
hopes nf success were founded on the disunion 
in the cabinet ; on the supposed aversion of the 
king to Walpule, and on the disgust of those 
Whievs who adhered to Townshend. 

‘© The first.tcial of their strength was made 
on the questiun cunceroing the imperial loan. 
The Emperor, by the trenty of Seville, having 
been deprived of liberal remittances from Spain, 
attempted to borrow 400,000/. in London. A 
bill was accordingly presented to the commgns 
for preventing loans to foreign powers, without 
licence from the King under his privy seal. 
Had the ministry permitted the loan, they would 
have been -abundantly and deservedly re- 
proached : advocates, however, against the pro- 
hibition were not wanting. The hardships of 
all restraints, the disadvantage to us and 
the advantage to the Dutch, were specious 
pretences. Walpole took an active share 
in combating the arguinents of opposition, and 
the question was carried. A sufficient justifica- 
tion of the measure was, that the want of mo- 
ney compelled the court of Vienna to submit 
to terms of accommodation.” Coxe’s Walpole. 
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' in that most hazardous juncture, with money, 
with arms and ammunition; nor could we 
suppose they would scruple to furnish the em- 
perur also wich the very same assistance, wnen- 
ever he asked yt, as had always been practised 
since the first foundation of that wise republic. 
He added, That this bill was a general prohi- 
bition, extending to all princes, states, or po- 
.tentates whatever: That thus we were wholly 
disabled to assist the best allies, the truest 
friends, and those who really well deserved our 
aid : That he was credibly informed, that the 
king of Portugal, to whom we could have no 
exception, very frequently borrowed money of 
our merchants residing within his dominions ; 
and that it could -not be denied bim, without 
disobliging a prince on whose favour our 
commerce depends, nay, exposing it to his 
severest displeasure: That should a proclama- 
tion issue here, the British subjects .who reside 
in Portugal, or more remote dominions, may 
contract for loans, though liable to penalties, 
of which they may be wholly unapprized: That 
he had therefure the must powerful motives to 
throw out the Bill, because it prevented the 
people of England trom aiding their friends and 
allies ; but what was more, it might involve 
many innocent persons in unavoidable. guilt, 
and expose them to the heavy pains of yn- 
known crimes. But his principal objection to 
this Bull was the power of licensing reserved 
thereby to the crown: That he believed ita 
power the King would apply to the welfare and 
advantage of the people, therefore he was not 
against it, as a power in the hands -of the 
King: but he knew it would be influenced by 
an administration ; ‘that whenever these li- 
cences issued, it must be through the hands of 
the ministers; and whilst such a_ prohibition 
continued, he knew not but the licensing trade 
might become a new branch of their business, 
and a managing minister might make it, by 
tolerable husbandry, an article of 20, 30, or 
40,000/. a year ; and that therefore they might 
easily see it was not for the honour of the King, 
or the interest of his subjects, that any such Bill 
was contrived, but that it was wholly designed 
for creating of profitable jobs, and making a 
market of the merchants. That he opposed this 
bill, because it made the Court of Exchequer a 
‘Court of Inquisition: That it gave new, great, 
and extraordinary powers tothe crown, already 
armed, in his opinion, with weighty and terrible 
autherity: That whilst it restrained our mer- 
chants from assisting the princes and powers of 

, Europe, it permitted our stock jobvers to trade 
in their funds without ary interruption: That 
he knew for whose benefit, this complaisance 
was designed, but that jobbing abroad, in the 
stocks of foreign nations, was what we should 
least encourage, and what we ought most to 
prohibit ; for we have suffered severely by that 
means already, and our ministry would never 
give us relief or assistance ; and thus our peo~ 
ple, when they trusted their money witb our 
faithful allies the French, in the affair of the 
Blississipi, were ruined and betrayed by their 
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edicts of state, and had nothing but paper for 
specie: That notwithstanding this most shame- 
ful treachery, this great injustice aud violation 
of the laws of nations, the ministry never inter- 


‘posed with the least pood office for their suf- 


fering fellow subjects, who have irrecoverably 


‘Jost the money they unhappily advanced in 


those fatal, those faithless schemes. 

Sir Robert Walpole replied, That he thought 
those objections more proper for the consi- 
deration of the House, in a Comunittee of the 
whole House, where every paragraph would be 
debated ; where every member might reply as 
often as occasion required; and fully pursue the 
inquiry: That he did not desire this Bill for 
any advantage to himself, for any accession of 
extraordinary powers to the crown, or for any 
thing else, but the pressing occasion, the appa- 
rent necessity of this important conjuncture : 
That if- this Bill was committed, he would 
heartily concur in every amendment that could 
be with reason proposed: That he would freely 
consent the Committee should make it a tem- 
porary law, should enact it for a short duration, 
ard limit the continuance for a very smal} space 
of time: That the honourable member, who 
spoke last, had departed from the question be- 
fore them; had opened a charge against 
France, and had brovght in the old Mississippi 
affair, in debating a particular Bill on an argu- 
ment about lending money: That he thought 
it a weak reasoning, that we should not do our- 
selves justice in this point, because that our 
neighbours had treated us ill in another; and 
because that the French had not yielded us all 
we could wish for, that therefore the Parlia- 


ment should not in this case do all that they | 


ought. He added, Why was uot this matter 
laid open in the Committee on the State of the - 
Nation, but that this was an objection indeed 
to the French, like all other complaints against 
France; it was raised on occasion of proper 
precautions to prevent a war with the emperor: 
That he was fully convinced, this Bill was a 
matter of great importance and necessity: That 
he bad been so tender in this argument, that 
he had not even said what he was authorized to 
say; he had meant no aspersions or reflections 
on any gentlemen; he was willing that this 
and all other debates should be. managed with 
decency and candour: But since that these 
things had thus passed, he was thereby pro- 


voked to declare, what he knew, what he had 


the King’s leave to declare, and what would ef- 
fectually silence the debate; that he was very 
much inclined to say it, he would say it, if the 
gentlemen required it; [Here several members 
called out for this tia he would say it be- 
fore he satdown: This Bill was not drawn or 
proinoted from any other view than its great 
necessity, its being now absolutely expedient 
to the peace-of Eurgpe, and the general repose 
of mankind; for he could say it, he had the 
King’s leave to declare it; viz. That there was 
at this time a subscription transacted for tha 
service of the emperor, and money was ratsing 
for his use, no less than the sum of 400,00u/, 
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He added, That this Bill could not possibly be 
& restraint upon trade, or a grievance to the 
merchants in any one lawful point of com- 
merce: That the view of this Bill having been 
to prohibit such loans and assistance to the 
emperor, who could not march his armies, or 
cloath bis troops without supplies of money, tt 
was Hot just or reasonable, be should have as- 
sistance frum us; from that nation against 
which be was forming a war, and projecting 
future distuiLances ; could the emperor main- 
tain the. seliers he had in his troops, and the 
numerous forces he quartered upon his own 
people; or could he bring them into the field, 
without tressure to pay the expence ; and now 
when, by treaties with Spain, that prince was 
deprived of those subsidies and that assistance, 
which vnce made him dangerous to us; when 
thus he is happily cut off trom all communica- 
tions with those countries, from whence his 
treasure used to flow, shall the people of Eng- 
Jund assist him themselves with supplies ? Shall 
they arm an.enemy with strength, which his 
best ally denies? And the Briush merchants 
lend their money to a prince against the British 
nation? If this should be done in the time of 
hostilities, agd after the cominencement of a 
war, it would be high treason by law; for: to 
ard, abet, or assist a foreign power at war with 
the King, is expressly declared in the statute of 
high treason: And shall the merchants be al- 
lowed to enable a prince to becoine our enemy, 
whom it is even high treason to aid when an 
enemy? shall it be allowed with impunity to 
aid the emperor to march his troops, and vet 
open rebellion to assist the emperor whilst 
those troops were marching? Must the quiet of 
the whole world be a victim to the avarice of 
men, who would make an inglorious advantage 
of their money? Must men be indulged in those 
dealings which bear such analogy even to high 
treason, only for the sake of selt-interest ? He 
added, It was compassion and humanity to ig- 
norant unwary tmen, which led him to bring in 
this Bill; for in case of a war with the empe- 
ror, merchants might transact with his imperial 
majesty for loans before it broke out, and when 
their second payments became due, it would be 
‘within the statute should they make them good; 
so that such a proclamation would warn them 
of approaching dangers: It would give them 
due notice of a rupture, and prevent them in- 
curring the unforeseen pains of capital crimes, 
by coveting such a premium and interest. He 
owved, That many difficulties had occurred to 
him, and the gentleman ordered to bring in this 
Bill: That he was sorry to be sensible, that it 
could not be so cflectual as many might wish, 
and himself had most heartily desired; but 
was this an argument to a House of Commons 
against a Bill fur such important ends, that be- 
cause they could not do all that they would, 
therefore they must not do all that they could ? 
if their power could not wholly prevent those 
practices, must they not exert the utmost of 
their power? if they had not an absolute re- 
dress for the evil, must they not find out all 
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possible redress; and because they could not 
shut up all the avenues of assistance, therefore 
must they leave all open? He added, That it 
wns no objection to the Bill before them, that 
any prince, state, or potentate, was equally in- 
tended with the emperor; for that the end of it 
was to prevent a war with that prince, and to 
name him in this case distinct from all others 
would amount to u full declaration of war; he- 
sides, one prince might borrow money for ano- 
ther, and elude the import of the law: That es 
to the king of Portugal, or any other prince in 
alliance with the crown of Great Britain, bis 
Majesty would rendily grant his allawance for 
loans to so good an ally: That however this 
law would not have an effect, but in case of ap- 
parent necessity ; 1f the emperor gave his Ma- 
Jesty reason to oppose his intentions, it might 
produce a future proclamation, yet this was 
eventual, it might be, or it might not be: 
And if it ever should happen, no suljects 
of Britain, no merchants abroad coald of- 
fend through ignorance of such a_procla- 
mation ; for the Bill was drawn with a blank, 
to be filled with a proper limitation of time, 
before the law should take place, or the 
prohibition hold good; and the Jimitation 
might be very large and extensive, that mer- 
chants. abroad might be duly informed of the 
terms which the law had enjoined. He said, 
That it was the proper policy of nations, the 
reasonable authority vested in the councils of a 
country, to use such precautions and lay such 
prohibitions, on an appearance of danger, al- 
though not discerned by the people: That the 
reason of this was, hecause they had early and 
secret intelligence not proper for the public 
view when immediately received, yet Inghly ex- 
pedient to be observed: That as to the indul- 
gence allowed to those persons who traded in 
the funds abroad, or trusted their money in fo- 
reigh companies, it was reasonable and proper, 
because many persons thought those a good se- 
curity for their fortunes: That many of the 
British merchants in other countries had no 
better employment for cash in their hands; and 
it would occasion ‘great confusion to inclade 
those cases in this prohibition, neither indeed 
did they any ways relate to this case; for 
though money might be lent to the emperar by 
private persons, he would never have aids from 
the public companies abruad. He owned, that 
he was not so conversant in the laws as some 
gentlemen were, who coald justfy support this 
Bill in its provision fora proper discovery o 
evidence by precedents; he was a stranger to 
that; but he himself remembered the act to 
prevent the subjects of Great Britain from 
trading in the Ostend Company, and that there 
the same method of discovery was provided; 
and should not the public detect such a crim 
nal commerce with # powerful and national 
enemy, when they were allowed it against & 
lite interloping company? It was far from set- 
ting up a court of inquisition, it was far from 
laying hardships or severities On any man; bat 
it was for the prevention of fraudulent dealings 
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and concealed transactions; and it involved 
the party in no other penalty than one, which 
he could not incur but through conscious guilt, 
which he might easily avoid by purging himself 
of the crime; and that this penalty was still in 
the judgment of the House to be limited by 
their authority, having no other end than to be 
such a tax upon loans, as might make it unpro- 
fitable to edvance them fur the highest pre- 
miums or interest. He also observed, That the 
proclamation provided in the Bill, was the same 
as by law had been usual in the case of qua- 
rantine in the apprehensions of a pestilence, 
and as a prevention of any contagious distem- 
pers; he thought it a reasonalie remedy on all 
such appearances of danger; it would not be 
made use of uniess such grievances happened ; 
and if they dil happen, he thought they de- 
served a redress: H{e therefore insisted on 
commituny this Lill, as bigbly expedient and 
necessary. ” 

' Mr. Wortley Montague said, That he hada 


e 
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them, as fearing it would draw the displeasure 
of the government upon them: that he thought 
the Bill a good bill, and all reasonable licences 
might be obtained, whenever they might an- 


swer an ivnocent purpose; nay, he thought | 


they ought to be granted when ‘applied for 
without any charge to the merchants; . which 
sir Robert Walpole agreed to, Hereupon- 

Mr. Walter Plomer said, That he would not 


oppose the design of this Bill; he would never . 


oppose whatever might strengthen his Majes- 
ty’s hands, he never did sor ever would appear 
in any such cause: but if this must be dune, 
why was it to be effected by a proclamation? 
why were the ministry to be judges in this 
case? let the House determine the fitness of 
the affair, let them enact the prohibition, let 
them alone have the absolute direction, and 
then he had nothing to offer against such a Bill, 
To this 

Mr. Henry Pelham replied, That that gen- 
tleman misunderstood them, if he imagined 


pot of Order to debate: that that honvura- ; that he or the persons employed to prepare 
le member had brought in the name of the! and bring in that Bill, intended to make an 


King to influence their considerations contrary 
to a standing rule of the House: and that it 


was never allowed that the name of the King | people, that 


should ever te used upon any occasion to awe 
their proceedings, or to over-bear their debates: 
that if that honourable member had been pro- 
perly careful of his Majesty's honour, he would 
not hare mentioned his name at that rate; he 
would have informed them of the evidence 
they bad, and regularly brought it before them 
in the present inquiry: that whatever that evi- 
dence might be, he supposed it must come 
from foreign ministers, and he thought the 
House ought w have it opened in a proper par- 
liamentary way. [le added, that his opinion 
was against the Bill, four he thought it restrained 
our commerce, and we might as weil prohibit 
all commerce. 

Sir Robert Walpole replied, That the man- 
ner of his declaration bad been very much mis- 
taken, in asserting that what he had said was 
unparliamentary, for he well knew and duly 
observed the Orders of the House: that he had 
not brought in the name of the King to influ- 
ence gentlemen, or to over-bear the ‘debates : 
that he had mentioned the positive assurances 
which were received, not as a Message from 
the King, bot by his Majesty's leave; not by 
bis command, but only by his permission ; that 
the station he was in obliged him to ask that 
permission because that hy his oath he was 
obliged to keep the King’s counsel secret, and 
therefore he asked this allowance from his Ma- 
jesty yesterday morning, apprehending the de- 


bate of this day would reqoire him to menuon 


it, and he had offered it to prove the import- 
ance of the Bill now before them. 

Mr. Gould said, He was a merchant him- 
self: that he could make it appear to the 
House, the emperor’s agents had been in 
Change-alley; that he knew a particular Jew, 
ssho had been applied to for 30,000/. and others 
for vo v. sams, but refused to advance 

OL. 


ministers judges where the House might mach 
better decide; but it was a tenderness to the 
ade them provide a proclama- 
tion; they hoped this affair might even yet be 
adjusted without a prohibition; but if the 
House would not have it eventual, if they would 
have it immediately, he should not stan¢i in o 
position to any such demand. 
Mr. Barnard declared himself against the 
Bill. He said, that he thought it.a restraint 
upon commerce that could not be justified, and 
such restraints had ever been prejudicial to 
ourselves: that he remembered a Bill of this 
sort against Sweden, to probibit all commerce 
with that kingdom, yet the consequence was, 
that we were forced to enable our merchants. 
to carry it on in Dutch bottoms, which rendered 
the prohibition useless, as well as burdensome, 
before we took it off: that he thought if the 
Dutch could assist their enemies the Spaniards 
in a war, where rebellion was the quarrel, and 
the crown of Spain claimed all the people as its. 
natural born subjects, they would surely lend 
money to the emperor when he applied for as- 
sistance. He added, That the argument used 
about merchants incurring high treason for 
their second payments was very absurd, for no 
men in the world would contract for loans on 
such terms, or make them good. tle imsisted, 
that they should name the. emperor expressly, 
and not make a great prohibition to affect the 
whole world as if we were at war withall. He 


.said, that however the pragtice might obtain of 


licensing loans to his majesty of Portugal, or to 
any of our good allies, that this would be of no 
service to our merchants, who would lose the 
advantage of lending their money, because 
other nations could furnish such loans with 
more readiness; and whilst ours were applying 
for permissions to the crown, the others would 
advance such assistances in the mean time, 
and supplant our people in ali their money- 
ares He likewise declared against making 
. 3 
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the court of Exchequer a court of inquisition ; 
he conceived it unknown to the laws; nay, 
Odious to the constituuon, that men should be 
obliged to accuse themselves, and thereby in- 
cur the worst of penalties; he knew not what 
precedents might be furnished; he. believed 
that they could easily find precedents for any 
thing: but he thought the hberties of his coun- 
try much more weighty with bim than any pre- 
cedents whatever; and he would never consent 
to a Bill, which be thought a violation of our 
fondamental jews, a breach of our dearest li- 
berties, and a very terrible hardship on man- 
kind. To this 
Sir Philip Yorke (Attorney General) said, 
That himself and the gentlemen honoured by 
the House with their commands to bring in the 
Bill, bad considered the Dutch and the Eng- 
lish merchants us two different resorts, where 
the emperor might apply for assistance; that 
if one shop was shut up, be had one the less to 
make use of; and even the other, if our trae 
and faithful ally, and governed by reason and 
right policy, not under extraordinary influence, 
might also be prevailed on to stup this assist- 
ance of money, and yield a private interest to 
the common cause of Europe; he thought they 
were very well justified in drawing this Bill, not 
only from reason and the fitness of things, but 
from the common law of the kingdom: that 
the King had a lawful prerogative to recal his 
Subjects by proclamation from the service ot 
foreign states, and should he not also have 
power to prohibit them from lending their 
money, which might be more useful and dan- 
gerous than even the service of their persons: 
that in Ireland the parliament had made it 
high treason, to enlist men for foreign service 
without Jicence obtained from the crown ; and 
surely a restraint upon money, the sinews of 
war, was highly expedient any where ; that this 
law was intended only as a temporary restraint, 
@ present remedy applied to an approaching 
evil, and not to be established in perpetuity. 
He observed, that the clause for discovering 
evidence, by English Bill in the court of Ex- 
chequer, was the only method to make this law 
effectual; for such a transaction as lending of 
money in this manner, would alwavs be done 
in a very concealed, a very clandestine way: 
that if they did not pass this clause, they might 
justly throw out the whole Bill, for there would 
be no evidence ever to support its design: that 
many such laws had provided such methods of 
discovery ; that memorable law, among others, 
which punished the South Sea Directors, made 
it felony to refuse answering or to demur to a 
Bill for discovery of concealments; and yet if 
they did discover a concealment, the very an- 
swer was good in evidence against them, and 
the concealment was felony; but here was a 
limited sum, and no other penalty could be the 
consequence, attending conscious guilt upon 
such a Bill of discovery: that by the construc- 
tion of a court of equity, such a Bill of dis- 
covery would have been allowed, if this clause 
had not been inserted: that the barons of the 
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Exchequer had maintained the legality of suits, 
to discuver frauds and misdemeanors relating 
to the revenue; nor could they deny that this 
was a8 just by parity of reasoning; though if 
the House should throw out this clause, it might 
make the Judges unwilling to supply it by such 
@ construction; and therefore he hoped they 
would not throw it out. Hereupon 

Sir William Wyndham said, That he hoped 
when this Bill was committed they would make 
ita reasonable Bill: That the hon. member, 
who spoke last, had mentioned a possible case, 
that the Dutch would shut up their shop to the 
Emperor; and such a bare pussibility it was, 
that no man could think it a common pro- 
bability : that in the late wars with France, we 
drew them into a bargain, and paid them a 
price to discontinue their trade with the French, 
which they did for one year only, but took our 
money for two or three more, and when re- 
quired to follow the tenor of their contract, they 
declared they neither could nor would do any 
such thing: that therefore we could not ima~ 
gine the Dutch would refuse to lend their 
money to the Emperor now, any more than to 
trade with the French in the Queen’s war =: 
that he looked on all the-e restraints upom 
liberty, as unjustifiable powers in the hands of 
aministry: and that to argue from any suspen- 
sion of the Habeas Corpus act, to the suspen— 
sion of trade, was to argue from one evil to 
another: That he was also against the practice 
of an English Bill in the Exchequer, to discover 
evidence ; that he had heard the South-Sea act 
mentioned, but though it was a law, and there- 
fore to be tenderly used, he was nu more con- 
vinced of the justice of that than he was of thisr 
and that he found from some passages in this 
debate, that because we stood in fear of a war 
with the Emperor, therefure the nation moust 
bear whatever the French should tnpose. 

Mr. Danvers said, That this was a Bill of 
Terrers; and that though a temporal act, it 
would be an eterna} yoke on them and tbeir fel- 
low subjects: that since the honourable mem- 
ber in the administration had opened secret in= 
telligence, thev should also know what he 
knew of this matter: that the Emperor had de= 
posited jewels in Holland, as a security for the 
sum of 400,000/. and thathe himself had money 
to lend, and be did not know any cause why 
he and other people might not make an advan- 
tageous bargain, as well as their neighbours the 
Datch. To this - ? 

Mr. Fane, member for Tavoton, replied, 
That indeed it was a Bill of Terrors, and be 
hoped it would prove so to all the King’s ene- 
mies, the foes to the peace of Great Britain 5 
but that the terror of our enemies would be the 
delight of our friends; and added, “Khae thas 
gentieman was misinformed, tor the Em 
had no jewels to mortgage, but the revenues of 
his hereditary countries. 

Then the question being put, it was carried 
without any division, that the said Baill be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole House, 
It afterwards passed into a law. 
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| € J do solemnty and sincerely swear, that I 


The Pension Bild brought into the House of 
Connons.] February 16. Mr. Sandys moved, } ‘ have not directly or indirectly, any pension 
«That leave be given to bring in a Bill, for | ‘ during pleasure, or for any number of years, 
making more efectual the laws in being, for | ¢ or any office, in part OF 10 whole, from the 
disabling persons from being chosen Members | ‘ crown, held for me, or for my benefit, by any 
ing and voting in, the House of Com- | ¢ person whatsoever ; and I do solemnly an 
é sincerely promise and swear, that I will not 


of, or tt! 
mons, who have any Pension, during pleasure, 
any othces, held | ¢ receive, accept OF take, directly or ind:rectly, 


or for any number of years, or 
in trust for them, frore the crown. * « during the time of my being a member of this 
This motion was strongly supported by the | ‘ parliament, any pension, during leasure, OF 
whole strength of the opposition, The follow- | * for any number of years, or any other gratuity 
ing Oath, to be taken by every member of the | ¢ or reward whatsoever, or any office from the: 
House, was held forth to be a wise and a virtu- | ‘ crown, to be held for me, or my benefit, 10 
ous expedient, for preserving the independency | ‘ art, or in the whole thereof, by any person 
of parliament, viz. | < whatsoever, withoat signif ing the same to this 
‘ House, within fourteen aeys after I have re-_ 
‘ ceived or accepted the same, if the parliament 
‘ be then sitting, or within fourteen days after 
‘ the next meeting of parliament.’ 
The falsifying this oath, was by the enacting 
clause, to be deemed and punished as wi 


and corrupt perjury ; and the seats of all mem- 


bers, refusing to take it, were to be vacated a8 


if they were actually dead: and gol. penalty 
was enacted, for every day, 8 member should 
sit in the House, without taking the said oath ; 


d be incapacitated for ever after, either from 
jament, OF 


under his 


¢« The most popula 


proposed by opposition was, 
which was now first introduced, and whic 


of antiminis 
fence. Sandys moved for leave to bring in a 


Bilitto disable all persons from sitting in parlia- 
ment, who had any pension, or any offices held 
in trust for them from the crown, 
directly ; and for the purpose of enforcing this 


exclusion, he proposed that every member, on | an 
taking his seat, should swear that be had not | serving the crown, or sitting in parl 


any pension, directly or indirectly, did not en- enjoying any place of profit or trust, 
joy any gratuity or reward, or hold any office or | Majesty, or his successors: 

place of trust ; and that after having accepte They, who opposed it, though they expressed 
the same, he would signify it to the Hous a detestation as the others did of core 
within 14 days. Walpole, who knew the un- could not be persuaded, that the bill, 
popularity o should it pass into an act, could be effectual, 
urged against the Bill, for that purpose, without violating the first 
fect of those which would be brought in its fa- principles of the English constitution. «< Sup- 
your, declined taking any active part against it, sing, said they, a member declaring, within 
notwithstanding, the express injunctions 0 fourteen days, that he has taken a pension or 
King, who called it a villaimou : ' he has a place 
disgust of Townshend, who was unwilling that held for him im trust, what, according to the 
the odium of its rejection should be cast upon { tenor of the bill in question, is to he the con- 
the House of Lords. He does not seem to have | sequence? None is expressed in the bill, and 
spoken in the debate, or to have exerted his | if the minister, as 18 alledged by the friends of 
usual influence ; for while most of the questions | the bill, has such an alarming influence over 
supported or opposed by government, were the House of Commons, as render the bill 
passed or thrown out by a majority of more | necessary, they heing the only judges, (for it 
than two to one, the bill was only carried by | comes before no other tribunal) of the conse- 


144 against 134, It was negatived by the 
House of Lords after a long debnte, and @ pro- 
test entered by 26 peers. A similar fate at- 
tended it the next scesion; and during his | swer the end for which it was pro osed, unless 
whole adqinistration, sir Robert Walpole never the House should assume to self a power un- 
made any strong opposition to it, but left itto | known te the constitution, namely, a power © 
he rejected by the upper house? It. was now compelling every member that was suspected, 
the generally received opinion, and not without | to accuse himself, not of any thing criminal, for 
foundation, that the n.inister suffered the Pen- | it could not be criminal to take either place or 
sion Bill to pass the House of Commons, he- ension from the crown, gnd in consequence O 
cause be knew that it would be thrown out by | that construction, to dispossess half the coun- 
the peers. Sandys therefore, ‘nthe subsequent | tes and boroughs im England of their repre- 
Session, brought forward a motion for appoint. sentatives. The arguments and influence 0 
ing a Committee, to inquire whether any mem- | the minister prevailed, and the bill was throwa 
bers had, directly or indirectly, any pensions, out, by 206 against 143. Yet such was the 
or any offices from the crown held in trust for unpopularity of the rejection, that many meme- 
them, in part, oF in the whole. Walpole ven bers, suspected of having pensions or places 
tured to oppose it; he called it x motion for held in trust, vuted for it, lest their opposition 
erecting the House into a court of inquisition, might disoblige their constituc 


aad urged, that it justiied the treatment which Walpole. 


ruption, 


a reer eran °F 
the bill had met with in the upper house. He 
declared that the act, if passed, could not an- 


nts.” Coxe’s 
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quence of such a declaration, it will be gasy for 
him to obtain a vote, for dispensing with the 
members holding whatever he has declared he 
enjoys under the crown, Thus it will be always 
in the power of a minister, not only to elude the 
purposes of the bill, but to defeat the very pur- 
poses of the acts now in force against bribery 
Snd corruption, and which this Pension Bill, as 
it is called, is intended to make more effec- 
tual.” 

But even supposing the Commons to be in 
good earnest to expel the member, who thus 
declares he bolds a place or a pension, in de- 
fiance of this act, yet still, said the opposers of 
~the bill, this would be both highly unconstitu- 
tional and indecent, because it implies a power 
to be lodged in one House of Parliament, to 
condemn the exercise of the just and unques- 
tionable prerogative of the crown, in making a 
gt which it has a power to make, This must 

attended, said they, with most unconstitu- 
tional consquences, as the House of Commons 
would then take upon themselves to sit as an 
Inquisition, upon the proceedings and preroga- 
tive of the crown; which as in the last 
century, the crown itself may tumble from tbe 
head of the sovereign. 

. The eae consequences of the bill, 
added the enemies of it, did not even stop here. 
The member is obliged to swear, that he shall not 
directly, or indirectly accept of any pension, 
gratuity or reward, or any place, in trust, 

rom the crown. Now, may not the severe 
construction of the word ‘ indirectly,’ by a future 
saptoue House of Commons, make a member 
liable to the penalties of the bill, if the crown 
should think fit to extend its favours to the 
children, wife, or relations of a member. 
Though the bill seems tu leave the House open 


to many great officers and place men, who are. 


not disqualified by it, yet who cau say, that the 
House may not, some time or another, apply 
the word indirectly to a member accepting a 
_ place or office, that dues not disqualify him, 
according to the seemiug purport and mean- 
ing of the bill. Add to this, that the exercise 
of any part of the prerogative, even the most 
salutary and necessary part of it, such as 
granting pardon for offences; the remitting 

nes and forfeitures, the receiving grants, pa- 
tents, and the like, may, some time or other, 
be construed into an indirect influence. The 
crown has sufficient powers, which it can avow, 
and which are in no degree affected by the 
bill, to create as much influence in the House 
of Commons, as a minister may have occas 
sion to employ; and unless all great offices 
and places, as well as pensions, become dis- 
qualifications, the purposes of the bill never 
can be answered. | 

Upon the whole, therefore, the question 
upon this bill had no regard nor relation to 
corruption ; the opposers of it expressed them- 
selves as willing, as the friends of it were, in 
going all lengths to punish corruption, but the 
objection was “ that it was inconsistent with 
the laws and spirit of the English constitution, 


that the king and the peers should give their 
assent toa bill, which invested the Commons 
with powers, which, should they be, as in former 
times, misapplied, rendered them paramount 
to the other two branches of the legislature, 
and extended their judicial capacity to mat- 
ters, of which they could not constitutionally 
take cognizance.” 


The Pension Bill passed by the Commons.] 
Those arguments against the form and man- 
ner of the bill, though unanswerable, were 
unregarded. The cry of corruption struck an 
awe into many, who were in their hearts 
against the bill, and many more fell in with 
the stream of popularity, and voted for if, 
because they thought it would be rejected by 
the House of Peers. This, it is more than 
probable, was the opinion of the minis- 
ter himself, for though the bill was opposed 
by some of his friends, who had very little 
either to hope orto fear from popularity, yet, it 
is certain, be did uot exert bimself to have 
it thrown out; for the question was carried io 
favour of the bill, by a majority of 144 against 
134; and Mr. Sandys, sir Edw..rd Stanley, and 
Mr. Wyndtam, were ordered to bring it in. 
After this it had an easy pussage through the 
Commons.” 


A Motion in the Lords for a List of Pensions 
passes in the Negative.] March 19. The 
House of Lords being moved, ‘* That an bhum- 
ble Address be presented to his Majesty, that 
he will be graciously pleased to order to be 
laid before this House a List of all Pensions 

ayable by the crown.” And a question be- 
ing stated thereupon, the previous qucstion 
was put, whether that question shall be now 
put? It was resulved in the negative, con- 
tents 30, not-contents 33. 


Protest thereon.| Diseentient’ 

1. “ Because, we think this question ought 
to have been put and passed in the afirma- 
tive, since no instagce could be yiven, that the 
List of Pensions was denied, when called for 
by either House of Parliament; and we: can- 
not imagine there can ever be a more proper 
time to address the crown for that List to be 
laid before this House, than when they are to — 
enter upon the consideration of a bill, which i 
calculated. to prevent the members of the 
Iiouse of Commons, for the future, from 
sitting and voting under any undue iofluence. 

2, Because .we conceive, the refusal of 
complying with this question will be musin- 
terpreted without doors, whether the bill sball 
pass or be rejected; for in one Case, K will 
vive just reason to believe the List of Pensions 
was filled with members of the House of Com- 
mons: and though this House would concur 
to prevent the evil, they were tender of exe 
posing the names of parucular persons: in the 
other case it would raise a jealousy, that there 
were too many members of this House who 
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were upon that List; which aspersion ought, 
as we conceive, to have been obviated, by pro- 
ducing those Lists, and makiog them public, 
asin former times has becn frequently done. 
—— (Signed,) Berkshire, Beaufort, Foley, 
Oxford and Mortimer, Abingdon, Co- 
ventry, Litchfield, Aylesford, Bathurst, 
- Thanet, Stratford, Gower, Hereturd.” 


Debate in the Lords, on the Pension ee 
March 21..A ‘Bill for making more effectua 
the laws in being for disabling persons from 
heing chosen meinhers of, or sitting or voting 
in the House of Commons, who have any 
pension during pleasure, or for any number of 

ears, or any offices hulden in trust fur them, 

y obliging all persons hereufter to be chosen to 
serve for the Commons in parliament to take 
the oath* therein mentioned, was read a se- 


* The fotlowing is a copy of the said Bill: 

“ That after the 24th of June 1730, no per- 
son who shall be elected ‘a member, sliall sit 
and vute in the House of Commons, during any 
debate there, after their Speaker is chosen, 
until he hath taken the oath following, and 
subscribed the same, viz. 


-*T A. B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, 


‘that I have not, directly or indirectly, any. 


‘ pension during pleasure, or for any number of 
‘years, or any office in part, or jn the whole, 
* from the crown, held forme, or for my beue- 
_ © ft, by any person whatsoever, and I do s0- 
‘lemnly and sincerely promise and swear that 
‘I will not receive, accept or take, directly or 
“wdirectly, during the time of my Leing a 
. “member of this parhament, any pension 
‘during pleasure, or for any number of years, 
‘or any other gratuity or reward whatsvever, 
‘or any office from the crown to be held for 
“ime, or for iny benefit, in part, or in the whole 
‘thereof, by any person whatsoever, without 
‘ signifying the same to this TIouse within four- 
‘teen days after have received or accepted 
“the same, if the parliament be then sitting, 
‘or within fourteen days after the next mecting 
‘of the parliament. Su help me God.’ 


‘“ Which Oath shall be in this and every suc- 
ceeding parliament, solemuly and publicly 
taken aud subscribed by every member of the 
House of Commons, at the table in the middle 
of the said House, at the same time he takes 
the oath by law directed, whilst a full House of 

ommons is there duly sitting, with their 
Speaker in his chair; And if any member so 
taking the oath, and subscribing as. before di- 


rected, shall, at the time of taking the said oath, 


have any pension during pleasure, or for any 
number of years, or any ottice from the crown, 
in part, or in the whole, held in trust for him, 
or hie benefit ; or shall, during bis: being a 
member, receive, or take any pension during 

Casure: or for any number of years, or any 
Other gratuity or reward whatsoever, or uny 
office to be beld for him or his benefit from the 
crown, withent signifying the samme to the 
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cond time: And it being proposed to commit 
the Bill, it was resolved in the negative, by 
86 against Sl. . 


Protest on a Resolution wgainst Committing 
the Pension Bill.] 


“* Dissentient’ 

1. “ Becanse all objections against particular 
clauses or expressions in the Bill would have 
been regularly the subject of debate in a Com- 
mittee, and wight have been there removed, if 
it should have appeared necessary, by making 
such amendments to the Bill as the wisdom of 
the House should have thonght proper. 

2. ‘ Because we conceive the general design 
of this Bill to be highly reasonable, and of the 
greatest importance to the constitution of par- 
liaments ; and are therefore extremely cone 
cerned it should not receive even the counte- 
nance of a commitment, when the House of 
Commons, who alone would have been imme- 
diately atfected by it, had passed it, as we ap- 
prehend, with so much regard to their couutry, 
and so much honour to tbemselves. 

3.“ Because this Bill does, in effect, enact 
nothing new, since it only enfurces the observa- 
tion and prevents the evasious of former laws, 
which were judged necessary for the public 
good by so many parliaments, end which we do 
hat apprehend that our experience since has 
given us reason to look upon as less necessary 
for the same purposes at this time. By one of 


House, as aforesaid, such member shall be, 
and is hereby adjudged and declared to be 
guilty of wilful avd corrupt perjury, and being 
thereof convicted by due course of Jaw, sha!l 
incur and sutfer the pains and penalties, which, 
by the laws and statutes of this realm, are in- 
flicted in cases of wilful and corrupt perjury ; 
and shall from thenceforth be incapable of tak- 
ing, holding, or enjoying any oflice whatso- 
ever. 

“[f anv member shall refuse or neglect to 
take and subscribe such oath, as before directed, 
the place for which such person was elected is 
hereby, without any other conviction or pro= 
ceeding, declared void to all intents and pur- 
poses, as if such member was actually dead. 
In case any member shall presume to sit and 
vote 3a the House of Commons, after the 
Speaker is chosen, without taking the oath 
aforesaid, such mewber sball, over and above 
the penalties already inflicted, forfeit the sum 
of 304. for each day he shall sit and vote, to be 
recovered, with full costs of suit, by him or 
them who shall sug for the same, and to be 
prosecuted by any action, suit, bill, or inform-- 
ation, in any of his Majesty's courts of record © 
at Westminster, wherein no essoign, protection, 
or wager of law, or more than one inparlance, 
shall be admitted or allowed ; and shail from 
thenceforth be incapable of taking, holding, 
or enjoying any ofiice or employment of profit or 
trust under his Majesty, his heirs or successors, ' 
or of sitting or voting ia either House of Parlin- 
ment,” 
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these laws no person, who has a pension from 
the crown during pleasure, can sit in the [louse 
of Commons; but the effect of this law was, 
or might have been evaded, in great measure, 
by grants of pensions for certain terms of 
years, whereof we presume that examples have 
not been wanting. To remedy or prevent this 
abuse, it was enacted by another law, that no 
person, who enjoys a pension from the crown 
for any number of years, shall sit in the House 
of Commons, under certain penalties therein 
mentioned; but the effect of this law likewise 
is, or may be entirely evaded several ways; it 
is, or may be evade! by giving occasional gra- 
tuities, or making anoual presents, which will 
not be construed to fall under the denomination 
of pensions, and which are, however, in their 
nature, and must be in their effect, manifestly 
thesame; itis, or may be evaded also by the 
diticulty of discovering and convicting those 
who presume to break it, since there is ground 
to helieve, by what has happened lately in this 
House, as well as on some other occasions, that 
the Commons would find it dificult to obtain 
those accounts, which can alone shew whut 
pensions are paid to particular persons. We 
observe farther, that by the laws now in force, 
all those who hold certain offices therein spe- 
cified, as well as all those who hoid any offices 
erected since that time, are made incapable of 
sitting in the House of Commons; and that 
whoever accepts of any office or employment 
under the crown cannot sit in that House till 
he has been re-elected: Now it appears to 
us, that all those good and laudable provisions 
may be rendered fruitiess; that the House of 
Commons may be filled with persons, who are, 
by law, hie ea of sitting there; that the 
electors may be deprived of that reasonable op- 
tion which the law has given them, whether they 
will crust the same person to represent them, 
after he has accepted an employment, whom 
they elected to represent them wlien he had 
- Rone; and allthis may be effected by the 
single expedieut of pettmg an office or em- 
ployinent to be held by some person, who is 
not a member of the House of Commons, in 
trust for une who is. We shall not determine 
on public fame or private suspicion, whether 
all or some of these abuses and evasions of so 
many acts of parliament have prevailed or not; 
but since it is evident, that they may be easily 
istroduced under a corrupt administration, we 
must be of opinion, that a law which would 
Ail them as eficctually as, we believe, the 

ill sent up by the Commons would have done, 
could not bave-met with too great encourage- 
ment from this House, nor have been passed tuo 
soon. 

_ 4. * Because it appears to us, that the argu- 
ments used egaust this Bill, drawn from the 
Mecessity or expediency of preserving an in- 
fluence to the crown by the power of reward- 
Ing, are either not at all to the present purpose, 
or else are applied to prove, that an influence 
guarded against by so many solemn acts of 
parliament, should be admitted by the con- 
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nivance of parliament; and, we think, it would 
be much more for the honour of this House, if 
these arguments were of real weight, to be 
prevailed upon by them directly to repeal the 
Jaws above-mentioned, than by rejecting a Bill 
designed to render those laws effectual, to seem, 
as we apprehend, to approve all the evasions — 
of them, which have been or can be invented 
and put in practice. 

5. * Because we think, that although this 
Bill tends to restrain any illegal and dangerous 
influence overthe House of Commons, yet it 
leaves such an influence entire tothe crown, as 
will appear at least sufficient, when we con- 
sider that there are in the present House of 
Commons, hardly less than two hundred meme 
bers who hold such offices and employments 
under the crown, as would have continued to 
be tenable by them, if this Bill bad passed; 
and even the power of granting pensions for 
life to members of parliament openly would 
bave still remained in the crown. 

6. “ Because, strictly speaking, all influence 
over either House of Parliament, except that 
which arises from a sense of those duties which . 
we owe to vur King and country, are improper, 
and the particular influences, which this Bill 
was intended to prevent, are not vnly impro- 
per, but may, and naturally most, in course of 
time, become extremely pernicious both to the 
crown and tothe people; for, first, although 
this influence appears to be that of the crown, 
it may become virtually that of the minister, 
and he applied to deceive the prince as well as 
to oppress the people, if ever a corrupt minis- 
ter shuuld have the disposition of places and 
the distribution of pensions, gratuities and re- _ 
wards; be may create such an influence as. 
shall effectually deprive the prince of the great 
advantage of knowing the true sense of bis 
people; anda House of Parliament being pre- 
vailed upon to approve such measures as the 
whole nation dislikes, be may be so confirmed 
in the pursuit of them, as, for the sake of an 
unworthy servant, to lose the affections of his 
people, whilst he imagines that he both de- 
serves anu possesses them. In the next place, 
if ever this improper influence should obtain a 
certain degree of strength, these terrible con- 
sequenccs must inevitably flow from it, that 
the worst proposals for the public will be the 
inust likely to succeed, and that the weakest 
ministers will be, the best supported; the 
reason whereof we take tobe extremely plain, 
since this improper influence may be directed 
to any purpose whatsoever, and will always be 
most exerted where it is most wanted, that is, 
in the support of ill measures and weak mix 
nisters. ; 

7. “ Because we agree, that as national or 


other circumstances have exposed the crown to 


avy new danger, the security of fidelity and al- 
legiance given by the oaths of the subjects to 
tle crown has been increased from time to time ; 
and we therefore think, that, by aparity of rea- 
son, some greater security than was formerly ex-. 
acted should be now gives to the nation, by theiz 
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representatives, for a faithful discharge of the 
trust reposed in them; because this trust, 
which is the same as it was in every other re- 
spect, 1s come to be much greater than ip was ; 
in respect to those heavy taxes which have been 
for many years past, and which, as we fear, 
must be for all succeeding times annually laid 
by parliament on the people, as well as to those 
immense debts which have been contracted, 
and which we apprehend to have annually io- 
creased upon the nation: The service of the 
House of Commons was furmerly a real ser- 
vice, therefore often declined and seas paid for 
by the people; itis now no longer paid tor 
by the people, and so far from being declined, 
that it been courted and ‘sought after at 
-great expence. How far these considerations, 
togetber with that of the vast increase of the 
Civil List revenue, and of the debts contracted 
on it in the former reigns, deserve to enforce 
the reasons fur exacting some new and stronger 
engagements, from the memters of the House 
of Commons to those whom they are chosen to 
represent, is, we think, sufficiently obvivus, 

8. “ Although it must be. allowed, that the 
raultiplying of oaths, without gceat and evideut 
reasons, ought to be avoided, yet an oath being 
the most solemn engayement which men can 
be laid ander, we juiige it, on that very ac- 
count, the more proper to be 1:mposed upon this 
important occasion ; nor will the probability 
of its being broke through, by the iniquity of 
mankind, be an argument of greater force 

against this bill, than against any other law 
made for preventing anv other crime whatso- 
ever, (Signed) Houtingdon, Bruce, Ply- 
mouth, Montjoy, Northampton, Straf- 
ford, Hereford, Craven, Oxford and 
- Mortimer, Ker, Sunderland, Berkshire, 
Aylestord, Liichheld, Maynard, Foley, 
Coventry, Mashain, Bristol, Bathurst, 
Beaufort, Warrington, Gower, Abing- 

don, Boyle, Thanet.” 


The Pension Bill rejected by the Lords.) 
Then the question was put, whether the said 
Bill shall be rejected ? It was resolved jn the 
affirmative, 


Protest thereon.] “ Dissentient’, 
1. * Because the evident intention of this 
_ Bil, was only to make a further advance to- 
wards gaining that good end, which the legis- 
lature hitherto has, we fear, too weakly endea- 
voured to cumpass, the prevention of corrup- 
uon.; which, it must be owned, is an cvil of 
so mischievous a nature, so aptto spread and 
grow epidemical, that a wise and virtuous peo- 
pile ell apply the most timely and eifectual re- 
medies that can be devised for the cure of it, 
muce & nation Once infected must soon get the 
better of so contagious a distemper, or it will 
soon get the better of the nation. 

@. ‘* Because we can hardly frame in our 
minds a more reasonable method, than the 
ganction of such an oath of purgation as was 
ta bave been taken by all the members of the 
House of Commons, if this bill had passed into 


~~ 


a law, to preserve that part of the legislature 
pure and tree from that kind of bribery, which 
seems, from the nature of it,to be the mose 
pernicious, @ secret unuavowed pension; or 
what (however different in name) would, we 
feur, be too much the same in ettect, an office 
in trust, or a clandestine gratuity. 

3. * Because the act of Parliament which 
passed last year, though it contains some ex- 
cellent provisions against bribery and corrup= 
tion, and ought, in our opinion, ever to be held 
sacred, inviolable, and a fundamental part of 
our yet free constitution, wanted still some- 
thing, as we judge, to make it more complete, 
for establishing an oath for the elected as well 
as the electors; which being done by this bill, : 
we cannot but louk upon it to have been a sea~ 
sunable and neccssary addition to those laws 
already enacted for the same purpose, in order 
to guard us more strongly ayamst the powerfykt 
and malignant influence of wicked, aspiring, 
and despotic ministers, who can invent no arti- 
fices so likely to subvert the liberties of the 
people, as by corrupting thuse who are chosen 
to defend them. 

4. ** Because, we apprebend, the House of 
Commons may think themselves unkindly treat- 
ed by us, for rejecting a bill sent from them of 
great consequence, by which they designed onl 
to secure their own honour and the nation’s 
liberties, and that concerned only their own 
members, without allowing it even the usual | 
forms of commitment; and the rest of our, 
fellow subjects will, we fear, hardly be cha- 
ritable enouph to think that one House of 
Parliament could be perfectly unbiassed, when 
it refused so proper an expedient to make, 
in a great measure, the other so. (Signed ) 

Plymouth, Beaufort, Montjoy, War- 
rington, Berkshire, Strafford, Aylesford, 
Bruce, Litchheld, Ker, Sunderland, | 
Bristol, Gower, Bathurst, Boyle, Here- 
ford, Oxford and Mortimer, Masham, 
Mavnard, Coventry, Foley, Thanet, 
Craven, Huntingdon, Abingdon, North- 
ampton.” 


Lhe Commons’ Address to the King respecting 
the Hurbour of Dunkirh.| Feb. 11,0 The 
Commons resolved, ‘ ‘bhut an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, that be will 
be graciously pieased to give directions, that 
the orders, instructions, reports and all pro- 
ceedings had in regard to the Port and [Harbour 
of Dunkirk, since the demolition thereof, be 
laid before this House.”*—On the following 
day, his Majesty agreed to this Address. 


# «The opposition had been long impressed 
with a notion, that the minister was in a secret 
compact with the court of France, to suffer 
that king to repair the harbour of Dunkirk. 
They knew, that nothing would more exasperate 
the nation, than the suffering that harbour to 
be repaired, if it could be proved, and that the 
suspicion of conniving at it would fall upon the 
English ministry, An Address, therefore, was 


799] PARL HISTORY, 3 Geonce II. 1730.<-East India Company's Charter. 


Feb. 27. The Commons resolved, “That an 
humble Address be presented to his Majesty, 
to return him the Thanks of this House, for his 
Majesty's early care and attention for the inte- 
rest of this nation, in causing proper applica- 
tion to he made to the court of France, not 
only for putting a stop to the Works-carrying 
on, but far demolishing such as-had been made 
by the inhabitants at Dunkirk, for repairing 
the port and channel there; and to express 
our satisfaction in the good effects, which his 
Majesty’s instances have had, by obtaining ex- 
press orders from the most Christian king, tor 
causing to be destroyed all the Works that 
may have been erected at Dunkirk, contrary to 
the Treaties of Utrecht and the Hague, and 
our reliance upou their being faithfully exe- 
euted; and further to declare our satisfaction 
io the firm union and mutual fidehty which so 
happily subsist, and are so strictly preserved, 
between the two crowns,” 


The King’s Answer.] is Majesty returned 


this Answer: 


“* Gentlemen. 

“TI thank you for this Address, which is very 
pleasing and acceprable tome; and J make 
no doubt, but the most Christian king will, 
fursuant to the mutual fidelity which subsists 
betwecn the two crowns, cause the Orders to 
he effectually executed, which he has given at 
my instances, for demolishing the Werks that 
have heen made by the inhabitants of Dun- 
kirk, contrary to the Treaties of Utrecht and 
whe Warue.”* 


voted, ‘ That the King should direct that the 
“ orders, instructions, repurts and all proceed- 
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A Petition against the Renewal of the East. 
India Company's Charter rejected.| February 
26. A Petivon, and Proposal,-of several Mer- 
chants, Traders, and other persons, in behalf of 
themselves, and others, the subjects of Great 
Britain, was presented to the House, and read ; 
‘© Offering to advance 3,200,000/. to redeem the 
fund, and trade, of the present Enst India Com- 
pany * (the Petitioners conceiving both to be 


morning, and had sach a turn, that the Whig- 
party was auvimated to the Inst degree, which 
was chicfly occasioned by sir Robert Walpole 
having very artfully and vigorously fell on the 
late lord Bolingbroke, sir W. Wyndham took 
his part, and justified his old friend, making a 
comparison between Bolingbroke and sir ito- 
bert, as if the first was every way as honest o 
man as the latter, which was answered with as 
much zeal, fire, and good sense by Mr. H. Pel- 
ham, as ever I heard in my life, and created an 
universal spirit, flame, and resentment against 
Bolingbroke in the whole House ; so that upon 
the division, the Whigs were 270 against 149. 
{un my opinion, it was the greatest day with re- 
spect to the thing itself, and the consequences 
of it both at home and abroad, for his Ma- 


| jesty, and the present ministry, that I ever 


knew; and must, I think, prove a thunderbolt 
to the adversaries here, as well as to their 
friends on your side the water.”—Horace Wal- 
pole to Lord Harnugton: Coxe’s Walpole. 


* “ Arother objcct of great national interest 
brought forward by opposition, was to prevent 
the renewal of the Charter of the East India 
Company, which was near its expiration, and 
to form another imecorporated society without 
the exclusive privileges, which should grant 


“ings had in regard to the port and harbour of | licences, upon certain conditions, to ali persons 


‘ Dankirk,’ since the demolition of Dunkirk, 
should be laid before the House. This absurd 
motion was made upon the information and at 
the instigation of lord Bolingbroke, an invete- 
rate enemy to the minister, who pretended that 
he could bring evidence of the flourishing state 
of the fortifications of the barbour of Dunkirk. 
But having trusted the management of the al- 
fair to a person, who had served him in the ca- 
pacity of a secretary, without any abilities but 
those of the bacchanalian kind, this important 
discovery came to nOthing; and the maticn, so 
far from being detrimental to the :ninister, pro- 
duced a resolution in his favour.” ‘Yindal. 


-* “March 2, 1730. The opposition pro- 
ceeded on Thursday last with vigorous attacks 
on the affair of Dunkirk. Sir William Wynd- 
ham proposed, after the examination of wit- 
nesses, and reading papers was over, that what 
had been done relating to the harbour there 
was ‘a manifest violation of the treaties be- 
© tween the two Crowns.’ But the other side 
having. before he was seconded, got upon the 

per the motion for an Address; the debate 
mae at about five in the afternoon, lasting 
Very Caroeat and strenuous till past two in the 


ee we re ee 


inclined to tradcto the East Indies. The lead- 
ing men ia the miority, foreseeing that the 
Company would apply to the legislature for 
the renewal of their, Charter, had secretly pre- 
vailled on many respectable merchants in‘ the 
city to engage in the scheme. It had a po- 
pular *tendeacy, from the general aversion 
which is always entertained against Mono- 
poles and exclusive privileges, by those who 
derive no immediate share from the emola- 
ments; and was still fertner recommended by 
the plausible pretence of easing the pubiic bur- 
thens, by obtaining a large sum of money from 
the new incorporated society. : 

‘« Having obtained inioi: mation of their views, 
the minister laboured to couuteract them. He 
was convinced that the.trade could only be car- 
ried on by an exclusive Company. The per 
sons who were to form the new society were 
wholly unacquainted with the secrets of the 
business, and unless the company could be in- 
duced to communicate ioformation, and to 
part with its forts and settlements an the coun- 
try, the trade might be reduced or annihilated. 
Having concerted his plan with a few of the 
directors, in whom he placed implicit conf- 


dence, and aware that the chief hopes of suc 


a 
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redeemable) the said Money to be advanced at 
five several payments on or before the 25th of 
March, 1733, at ao interest of 4 per cent. from 
the times of payment, till the 25th of March, 
1735, aad two per cent. afterwards ; provided, 
the Lenders may be incorporated, aod vested 
with the whole trade to the East Indies, and 
elsewhere, in the same extensive degree, as is 
granted to the present Company; yet 0, as 


not to trade with their joint stock, or io a cor-. 


porate capacity, but the Trade tu be open to 
all his Majesty’s subjects, upon licence from 
such proposed new Company, to be granted to 
all bis Majesty’s subjects desiring the same, on 
proper terms and conditions ; and provided 
the trade be exercised to and from the port of 
London only; and to be subject to ainsi ds 
atanytime, upon three years notice, ra 
term of $1 years, and repayment of the prin- 


cess conceived by opposition, were founded on 
the popular ground of obtaining sums of money 
for the use of the public, be anticipated their 
views, by insinuating ta the House, that a part 
of his Ways and Means would be derived 
from the East IndiaCompany. This unexpect- 
ed turn surprised the minority, and wholly 
disconceried their plan before it was brought to 
maturity. ‘hey bad however proceeded so 
far in opening private subscriptions, and making 
engagements, that they could not recede. A 
Petition was therefore presented to the House, 
but after a long debate, it was rejected by a 
majority of 223 ugainst 138. ; 
“The opposition, however, were not inti- 
midated by the rejection of this proposal. They 
had been taken unawares, and compelled, by 
the address of the minister, to bring it forward 
before it had been fully digested. They re- 
solved therefore to introduce the business again, 
aad employed the jntervening time in publishing 
anonymous letters, essays in periodical papers, 
and pamphlets, against exclusive’ companies in 
ee and particularly against the East In- 
Company. All the arguments which had 
ever been adtehoed against Monopolies in this 
and other mercantile companies, were retailed 
on this occasion, and all the benefits which 
were Fs gece to result from e free trade, were 
megnified with great art and subtilty. The 
mmmisters and the East India Company were 
not on their part silent; they likewise defended 
with no less skill, the advantages of an united 
Company, vested with exclusive privileges, and 
bound by peculiar regulations,under the controul 
of the legislature. The petition was again 
presented to the House of Commons, on the 
9th of April, and rejected without a division. 
While it was depending, the minister brought 
wm his Bill, which prolonged the Charter to 
1766, on the condition of paying 200,000/. to- 
wards the supply of the year, and of reducing 
the interest of the money advanced to the pub- 
lic, from 160,000/. to 120,000/. or one per 
cent. by which bargain, the nation was bene- 
woe amount of at least a million,” Coxe’s 
r ec. . 
Vou, VIII. 
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cipal : and praying, that the premises may be 
taken into consideration, and such determi- 
nation made thereupon, as to this House may 
seem meet.” . 
And the House being moved, That the fol- 
et Mosc of Parliament relating to the East 
India Company, might be read, viz. 9° et 10° 
Wilhelmi S, c. 44, 8. 56. 61. 79. 81. 6° Anna, 
cap. 17. 10° Annz, cap. 28. The said Acts 
were rend accordingly. And the question being 
put, That the said Petition be rejected, it was 
carried by a Majority of 223 against 138. 


Bill for better regulating of Juries.| March 
12. A Bill was brought into the House of 
Commons, for better regulating of Juries; 
which passed the several stages without opposi- 
tion ;* and was agreed to by the Lords. 


* « This session, a most excellent act past 
for the better regulation of juries. Before 
this time, it was a reproach to the English law, 
that no provision was made to oblige men of 
substance effectually to serve as jurymen; for 
which reason it was very common for men of 
Property to sitt that office off from themselves 
upou indigent people; which opened an easy way 
for corruption in the most capital cases. There 
baving been many great and notorious corrup= 
tions in thetrials and causes in courts of justice, 
for want of proper jaene to, serve upon juries; 
arising sometimes from the neglect of persons of 
good sabstance and credit, who shifting off from 
themselves the trouble of attending at those 


courts to serve as jurymen, made it ne 


often to make use of indigent men for that ser- 
vice, who were easy to be drawn in to serve an 
iil cause; and sometimes from the practice of 
knavish lawyers, who would often means 
to pack a jury by concert, with those who were 
concerned in returning persons for that services. 
the parliament made this act to remedy those in- 
conveuiencies, as well as some others of leas 
consequence, that attended the ancient manner 
of sammoning and returning juries. By this 
act, the petty constables are required to make 
up trae lists of the persons qualified to serve 
on juries witbin their parishes or precincts; and 
that no man may be inserted therein who is nots 
qutlified, those lists are to be fixed on the 
church door, two er more Sundays, oe days. 
before Michaelmas every year; so that all per- 
sons knowing who are to serve for that year 
within their neighbourhood, may make any ob= 
Jjections they think proper. To prevent needy 
persons from serving upon these occasions, the 
qualification necessary for a juryman is, to be 
a freeholder or a cupyholder, of at least 103. 
rann. in England, and 6/. in Wales, or a 
easeholder for life, of the yearly value of 204. 
These lists being transmitted to the sheriff, he is 
restrained to return no others upon juries but 
whose names are found there; and lest the 
under sheriffs, or the like officers, should endea- 
vour to make money by summoning persons to 
serve on juries, oftener than is reasonable, in 
hopes of receiving a fee to excuse them; it 
3F 
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Turrp Report or roe Serect ComMirtEs 
on THE STATE OF THE Gaots or THIS KrncpoM. | 
May 11th. Mr. Oglethorpe, from the Commit- 
tee, appointed to enquire into the State of the 
Gaols of this kingdom,made a Report (according 
to order), of the Progress the Committee had 
made in their Enquiry into the State of the 
King’s Bench prison, with the Resolutions of 
the Committee thereupon: and he read the 
Report in his place, and afterwards delivered 
the same in at the clerk’s table, together with 
an Appendix to it, as follows: 


THIRD REPORT or tHe SELECT COM- 
MITTEE arpornTeD TO EXQUIRE INTO 
THE STATE OF THE GAOLS OF THIS KING- 
DOM. 


The said Committee, having entered into an 
Examination of the State of the King’s 
Bench Prison, bave thought it proper to 
lay their Proceedings before the House ; 
Via. 

It apreees to the Committee, that the pri- 
aon of the King’s-bench doth belong to the 
Court of the King’s-bench, and the keeper of 
the said prison is stiled Marshal of the Mar- 
shalsea of our Sovereign Lord the King befere 
himself being ; which office of Marshal former- 
ly belonged to the ear} Marshal of England, as 
Sppears by an inquisition, taken in the 11th 
me of Henry the 6th, on the death of John 

whray, duke of Norfolk; which sets forth, 
that it had been separated from the office of 


ordered that no person be obliged to serve 
@ftener than once in two years, except in the 
small county of Rutland. When the assize is 
held, the name of each person summoned and 
impanneled, is to be written, with his addition 
and place of abode, in distinct pieces of parch- 
ment or paper, rolled ol de the same manner as 
hike each other as may be; which names are to 
be put intoa box or glass; and when a cause 
as brought to be tried, some indifferent person 
an open court, is to take out twelve of these 

archments or papers one after anuther; and 
af uny of these persons drawn do not appear, 
or is challenged or set aside, then a further 
namber, till twelve be drawn, who shall ap- 
pear, and shall be the jury to try the cause. 
After which, those names are to be mixed 
@gain with the other, anda new jury is to be 
appointed for the next cause in the same man- 
ner. From this institution, two benefits arise; 
for it becomes impossible to pack or corrupt a 
jury; because no man knows who will try the 
cause, till: the moment the jurymen are sworn; 
and the freeholders, &c. will be obliged to at- 
tendance, because none can tell whether bis 
mame will not be amorrst those that are drawn 
out: in which case, ifthe person dves not ap- 
pear, after three times calling, he is liable to a 
fine between 40s. and 5/, at the discretion of 
the judge.”—Tindal. : 
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earl Marshal, but in the 20th year of Richard 
the 2nd, by letters pateat, confirmed by pari 
ment, was re-united to the office of earl Map 
shal, and granted to Thomas Mowbray, thea 
earl of Nottingham, afterwards duke of Nor 
folk, and the heirs male of bis body, to be held 
tm capite; and that the yearly value of the 
ofice of Marsbal of the King’s-bench was tea 
marks, 

That the heirs male of the said duke failed, 
and the office devolved to the crown. 
cer 


to stand seized of the said office, subject to the 
payment of the said 10,000/. pounds and ia- 
terest.—{ Appendix, A.) 

Whether the said William Lenthall, esq. had 
any, or what, title to the said office, and under 
what limitation it was granted from the crown, 
doth not appear to this Committee. 

That the frequent Escapes of Prisoners from | 
the King’s-bench and the Fleet, occasioned an 
Act to be passed 8 and 9 Gulielmi Tertii, int 
tuled, ‘ An Act for the more effectual relief of 
“creditors, in cases of escapes, and for prevent- 
‘ing abuses in prisons, and pretended privi- 
‘leged places: In which act it is recited, That 
‘divers great sums of money. and other re 
‘ wards, were received by the Marshal, of the 
‘ King’s Bench, and Warden of the Fleet, to 
* assist, or permit, prisoners to escape, for pre 
‘ venting which, it is enacted, that if any Mar 
‘shal, or Warden, of the said prisons, or their 
‘ respective deputy or deputies, whatsoever, shall 
‘take any sum of money, reward, or gratuity, 
‘ whasoever, or security for the same, to procure, 
‘ assist, connive at, or permit, any such escape, 
‘ and shall be thereof lawfully convicted, the said 
‘ Marshal, or Warden, or their respective depety 
‘ or deputies shall for every such otience forfeit 
‘ 5002. and his said office, and be for ever after 
‘ incapable of executing such office.’ ; 

That by a subsequent Clause it is in the ssid 
Act provided, ‘ That nothing in the said Act 
‘ contained shall extend to prejudice, impeach, 
‘or lessen any security or securities for any 
“sum or sums of money, made or given, by of 
‘ out of the said office of Marshal of the Mare 
“shalsea of the Court of King’s Bench, or the 
‘ profits thereof, by Wm. Lenthall, esq. to sir 
‘John Cutler, baronet, deceased, or to Eds 
‘mund Boulter, esq. executor of the said sf 
‘ John Cutler, or to any other person op pef- 
‘ sons in trust for them, or either of them, or te 
“subject the said oftice, or the profits thereof, 
‘or the person or persons 10 whom the same 
© are or shall be vested, to any of the forfeitures 
‘or penalties in the said Act contained, other 
‘ than such as they are or may be liable unto 
‘ before the making of the seid Aot, entil such 
‘sum or sums, secured thereby, shall be fully 
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‘ satished and paid; any thing in the said Act 
“contained to the coutrary thereof notwith- 
* tending.’ 

That this Exemption is only from the Penal- 
ties impesed by the ssid Act, and not from any 
Ferfeittures or Penalties, to which the said 
ofice was otherwiee liable. — 

And the heirs of Lenthall are not allowed to 
sommate a Marshal, without the consent of the 
mortgagees, 83 
Clause, viz. ‘ That all and every deputation or 


‘ made, or execated by Wm. Lenthall, 
* eng. of the said office of Marshal of the Mar- 
¢ shalsea of the said Court of King’s Bench, is 
‘and are hereby declared void, and of none 
‘effect; and that all and every succeeding 
‘Marshal shall from time te time, and at all 
* times hereafter, be constituted and appointed 
¢ by the said William Lenthall, his heirs and as- 
‘ages, by and with the consent, in writing, 
‘under the hand and seal of Edmund Boulter, 
* esq. his executors, administrators and assigns, 
‘anti the debt, owing by the seid William 
¢ Lenthall to the said Edmund Boulter, execa- 
‘tor of sir John Cutler, baronet, deceased, be 
* satisfed.’ 

That in July, 1708, the manors and lands 
which were murtgaged with the said office 
for securmg the said 10,0007. were sold for 
the sum of 8,700/.; 7,600%. whereof was paid 
towards the discharging the principal and in- 
terest of the said mortgage. | 

That’ in the year 1718 Charles Bodvile, 
@erl of Radnor, claiming under the said sir 
John Cutler, and his said executor, Edmund 

ter, did by indenture, bearing date the 
20th. day of ber, 1718, assign to Jo- 
seph Studley, his executors, administrators, 
igns, in consideration of a competent 
fam, all his right and title to the money, se- 
cored upon the said office, which in the said 
deed he mentions to amount to 19,284/. 2s. 4d. 
Which is said to have arisen to that sum by 
the adding of interest, repairs, and other 
es 


That, on examination of witnesses, it ap- 
peared, that the said competent sum was 
10,500/. which was all the money that was 
paid by the said Studley to the said earl. [B.] 
. Fbat the said Studley purchased these secu- 
nities in trast fur other persons, and divided 

“mM into shares; which, being sold at various 
Siam by divers mesne assignments and trans- 
<rs *-ame into the hands of the present Mort- 

> Viz, , 
Twentieth Parts. 

Mr. Jobn Preston - - - - - 4 

Mr. Thomas and Jobn Martin,-in 
Ce se ee = 

Mr. Studley -= cs e©£ es e#© @ ’ 

r. Thomas Mertin, in hisown — 

-~ - 2 2 © © = © FT 

td John Martin, in hisown right 4 
aga the said Mort beve received the 
tes and profits of the said office, and the pro- 

SrRing frome the sale and alienation of the 


appears by. the following | [ 


: gy. grant or grants, at any time here-. 


offices in the disposition of the Marshal, where- 
by they have received a much greater sum, 
than the interest of the said 10,500%, to this | 
time atnounts to. [C.] . 

That Lenthali’s claim to the freehold of the 
said office hath been conveyed to, and kept in, 
Trustees; and these Trustees have, generally, 
been men of mean circumstances, and nomie 
a " the request of the Mortgagees, 

.1. 

The present Trustees are James Slann, & 
footman to one of the Mortgagees, and John 
Wildey, a scrivener; which said Trustees, in 

ursuance of a verbal order of four of the 

ortgagees, did, by leasc, dated the 14th day 
of January, 1729, let to Richard Mullens, esq. - 
the office of Marshal and Keeper of the prison- 
ers in the King’s Bench prison, for three years; 
which prisoners (as appears by the Commit- 
ment ks) are in number 657, and aré 
charged with 126,4340.'12s.; besides great 
numbers, who are charged, without spécificas 
tion of the sums, they being chargéd on surrean- 
ders to actions, the namber of which actions 
amount to 398, and the sums due may, proba- 
bly, be very great. [D. 2. 

The Committee do not find, that any secu- 
rity (except their own personal security) hath 
been taken, or required, from any Marshal of 
the King’s Bench, for the safe keeping of the 
prisohers, either by the Trustees, or by any 
other; and the Marshals, as well as the Trus- 
tees, have, generally, been men of very mean 
circumstances; and the Mortgagees having 
thas screened themselves behind Trustees, no- 
minated at their own request, deem themselves 
not auswerable for escapes; so the creditor 
hath no peison, of any substance, to have re- 
course to, in case of an escape; the consee 
qoence of which (amongst many other exame 
ples) appeared very evidently in the case of Mr. 
Poulter: [E.] He was indebted to Mr. William 
Wilson in the sum of 18,0002. for which he wag 
charged in execution in the King’s Bench pri- 
son, and chose rather to make the Marshal @ 
large present, than to pay bis own debts, -Mr, 
Machen who was then Marshal, accepted 
of the money; Poulter went to Holland; and 
Wilson sued, and recovered judgment against 
Machen the Marshal; who (being an insolvent, 
remained a prisoner in his own gaol; and Wil-. 
son applied to the court of King’s Bench that 
the profits of the oftice might be sequestered 
for his debt; but the Mortgagees made such a 
claim, as to protect them; so that Wilson, 
having a right, but no remedy, and being by 
this slight of law intirely riined: shot himself in 
despair. 

The office of Marshal of the said prison was 
let to the said Richard Mutlens by a Trustee, 
by the consent and direction of the Mortgagees, 
in January, 1724, for the annual rent of 7U0/. ; 
he being, over and above, obliged to pay the 
annual sum of 22/. 10s. a8 a fee farm rent, and 
also an annual sum of 30/. to the Chamberlain, 
nomipated by the Mortgagees; the whole 
amounting to 750/, per annum. 
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His lease was renewed in January last; and 
by iodenture, bearing date the 14tb day of the 
said month, he covenants with James Slann 

- and John Wildey, to pay them 700/. per ann. 
clear of all taxes; besides which, to pay the 
fee farm rent, &c. although all the open and 
legal profits, of which the said Mullens could 
give any account to the Committee, amounted 
to about 350/. per annum, and no more. 

The high rents of the said office cannot be 
made up, without great oppression ; much less 
can the other fees, with which it 1s loaded, be 
complied with; insomuch that the Marshals 
generally continue but a sbort time in that 
otfice, there having been 15 from the year 1668 
to the year 1724; and sumetimes, on a pri- 
soner’s being committed for a considerable 
sum, the Marshal accepts of money to graut 
him the Rules, and suffers him to escape Fe 
and, if the plaintiff recovers against the Mar- 
shal, be turns himself a prisoner into bis own 
gaol, which is accompanied with a kind of gaol 

. delivery: The insolvent Marshal, being in this 
condiuun, generally refuses to give his succes- 
sors any acceunt of the prisoners. to whom he 
gave the Liberty of the Rules, and by this pro- 
ceedhhg the new Marshal does not apprehend 
himself to be charged or chargeable with them, 

On this occasion a rule of court 1s sometimes 
granted, for the new Marshal to take all the 
_ Prisoners in the rules, and persons, who have 
escaped; but the Marshal does not think him- 
self obliged to re-take them, and it gives the 
new Marshal a pretence to squeeze great sums 
of money out of such prisoners, as emjoy the 
rules. [G.] 

Over and above the aforementioned exorbi- 
tant rents, on a new Marshal’s being sworn, it 
hath been usual for him to pay 100 guineas to 
the Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, and 
50 guineas to each of the Puisne Judges of that 
court. The present Marshal, when he was 
sworn Marshal (in pursuance of a lease, granted 
to him in 1724) gave a purse of 100 guineas 
into the hands of sir John Prat, knight, then 
Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, and 
one other purse, containing 50 guineas, to Mr. 
Justice Fortescue, and the like sum to Mr. 
Justice Powis; and he offered the like sum to 
sir Robert Raymond, knight, then one of the 
Puisne Judges of that court, who refused the 
same, saying, he did not know any such fee 
was due, and that, if it was not a legal fee, he 
would not take it; but that he would inform 
himself of the Lord Chief Justice, and the other 
Judges: and some days after he accepted the 
said sum, having seen the Lord Chief Justice, 
and the other Judges of the said Court. [ Vide 
D. 2. 

The said Richard Mallens was again sworn 
into the said office on the 25th day of January, 
1729, lis former lease being then expired, and 
@ new one obtained; on which occasion sir 
Rotert Raymond, knight, Lord Chief Justice of 
the Ki.y’s Bench, and the other Judges of tue 
said Bench, did not accept of any Fee whatso- 
ever trom the said Marshal. 
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Over and above these Fees or Presents, paid 
by the Marshals, on their being swora inte the 
said office, they used to pays big Christmas, 
to the Lord Chief Justice ef the King’s Bench 
20 guineas, and to ench of the puisne Judges 
10 guinenrs, until such time, as the present sir 
Robert Raymond came to be Lord Chief Jos- 
tice: He then generously refused to accept of 
any such presents, and would never receive any 
gratification whatsoever from the diid Marshal ; 
and he was imitated in this by Mr. Justice 
Reynolds, who, though he accepted the 10 gui- 
neas, sent the same, by his Clerk, to be dist- 
buted amongst the prisoners of the said pri- 
son; and all the Judges of the said Coort have 
now followed thisexample: at Christmas, 1729, 
they all refused to accept any presents from 
the said Marshal. ‘ 

Not only the Marshals, but the deput 
Marshals, usually made presents (on their a 
mittance) to the Lord Chief Justice of the said 
Court: Mr. John Morris, who is -now deputy 
Marshal, on his buying that office, besides the 
purchase money paid by bim for the said of- 
fice, made a present to the Lord Chief Justice 
Holt of 20 guineas, which, as far as he remem- 
bers, he gave to him with bis own bands. (Hy 

That, upon inspecting the said King’s 
Prison, it.appears to be in very bad repair, and 
not capable of containing a third pari of the 
number of prisoners, even now in the Marshal’s 
custody, who amount to 657 ;_ which number is 
much less, than used to be in that custody, 
before the late acts of parliament against frivo- 


lous Arrests, and for relief of insolvent debtors: 


and it is remarkable, that not one person, dis- 
charged by the said late act (for relief of msol- 
vent Debtors) bath been re-committed for any 
new Debt. 

The comtnon side of this prison is divided 
into little cabins, or lodges, the floors of many 
of which are six or eight feet below the Jevel of 
the ground; the master’s side is ia a very bad 
condition ; and the whole in no way adequate 
to the vast rent paid for it. 

Many complaints were laid before the Com- 

mittee, of cruelties committed by former Mar- 
shals of the said prison, particularly, of a mure 
der of one Allen, a prisoner in the said prison, 
in the year 1723, when Machen was Marshal ; 
and also complaints of exorbitant sums having 
been taken for the Jiberty of the rules. 
- But the requisite attendances on other set- 
vices of the House have made it impracticable to 
go through the examinations of these <om- 
plaints, before the conclusion of this session. 

However, the Committee having examined 
all the prisoners on the common side, and 
many of those on the Master's side (who are 
mostly new prisoners, committed since the be- 


ginning of the late parliamentary enquiries iste 


the State of the Gaois) it appeared by their ex- 
amimations, that no violence or cruelty hash 
been used to them by the present Marshal, but, 
on the contrary, that he hath done many acts 
of compassion asd charity towards those om the 
common side; by which, and by his free cenfenr . 
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gions, and satisfactory answers given to the 
Committee, upon his several examinations be- 
fore them, he hath rather entitled himself to 
favour, than blame. 

The said prisoners also declared, that they 
had heard of terrible oppressions formerly, none 
of which have happened of late, the ears of the 

resent Lord Chief Justice of the- court of 

ing’s-bench being always o to the com- 
plaints of the prisoners, and he having with great 
patience heard all their petitions. ; 

Their chief Complaints, at present, are the 
great distress they are reduced to, the charities 
not being sufficient for maintenance of the poor 
prisoners; and that the being admitted on the 
common side, and thcreby entitled to the bene- 
fit of the charities, which are confined to that 
side, is granted as a particular favour, and not 
as a general right; and that it is with great 
difficulty a poor wretch on the master’s side, 
though never so miserable, can be admitted on 
the common aside, to share in these Charities. 

The Marshal is chiefly enabled to pay his 
rent, by permitting prisoners, on security, to 
live out of the prison, any where within the 
rales. [Vide E.}] The straitness of the prison, 
and its incapacity to contain the numbers, 
thereto usually committed, occasionéd the pri- 
soner’s application to the Court of King’s-bench 
for nore room ; who took upon them to impower 
the Marshal to suffer his prisoners to live out of 
the walls of the prison, he being answerable for 
their forth-coming. The limits, within which 
such prisoners were allowed to be, were fixed 
7 the Court of King’s-bench; and that space 

ground is called the Rules, and now deemed 
art of the prison. The Court of King’s-bench 
bh taken on them to enlarge the said space ; 
hime in the time, when sir John Prat, 
night, was Lord Chief Justice, the Court then 
declared: that it was in their power to extend 
rig rules in such manner, as they should think 


t. 

If this be law, all England may be made one 
extended prison. 

The A seis make large presents to the 
Marshal, for the Liberty of these Rules; and, 
being under his protection, and in his favour, 
may take houses, or lodgings, within the rules, 
and live in a very easy manner; whilst the 
poor honest debtor, who hath paid away 
all his substance, to satisfy his creditors, 
13 a Close prisoner within the prison: Thus the 
debtor, will not pay his creditors, lives at 
ease ; and he, who cannot pay, suffers. 

The Prisoners, enjoying the liberty of the 
Rules, are, by the present usage of the Court of 
King’s-beach, in some manner protected even in 
criminal cases; for, if they are guilty of the 
greatest crimes, or disorders, they cannot (by the 
opinion of that Court) becommitted by any au- 
thority, but that of the Judges of the said Court of 
King’s-bench ; so that, if a murder, riot, or 
mutiny, should happen, whilst the said Judges 
are on the circuits, or otherwise absent, there 
18 DO power (Oo commit to the county gaol any 
prisoner in the rates, who shall be concerned 
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therein; fer, should a Justice of the peace, on 
complaint made, commit a prisoner in the rules 
tothe county gaol, he would, it seeins (by a late 
opinion of the said Court) be deemed guilty of 
@ rescue and escape, and be liable to the debts 
of the prisoner, whom he had so committed. 

For it appears, that a complaint was made, 
in December, 1728, to Samuel Woodham, esq. 
one of his Majesty’s justices of the peace for 
the county of Surry, against Humphry Heybord 
and Joseph Allen (two prisoners in the rules) 
® woman, and other 
misdemeanours; and they not being able to 
find security for theim appearance at the next 
quarter sessions for the said couaty, Mr. 
Woodham committed them to the said ‘county 
gaol: On this, the Marshal moved the Court 
of King’s Bench for an attachment against Mr. 
Woodham ; and the matter being brought be- 
fore the court, the court declared, that Mr. 
Woodham, in.committing the said Heybord and 
Allen (prisoners in the custody of the Marshal) 
to the county gaol, upon any pretence whatso- 
ever (notwithstanding the county gaol was 
within the rules of the prison of the King’s 
Bench) was guilty of a rescue: after which, 
the Court interposed, and prevailed with the 
said Mullens (the Marshal) to make up the 
matter, on Mr, Woodham’s pnying 31/. costs, 
for cumaiitting two prisoners, who had broke 
the peace, and could not find security. 

The high Rent, paid by the Marshal, occa- 

sions exorbitant fees, extortions, and many 
other inconveniencies. 
_ The Marshal hath one shilling per night, for 
every prisoner, who lies in a spunging-louse; 
which may be n great inducement to him to 
keep prisoners from coming into the prison. 

The Prison Fees are exorbitant; and the © 
Judges having met together, and proceeding to 
take the same into their consideration, in order 
to their making a reduction thereof, pursuant 
to the late act, a doubt arose, whether they 
could, or ought, toreduce the said fees, because 
of the property of the mortgagees : and this 
matter remains for the further consideration o 
parliament. : 

That no Security being given for safe custody 
of the prisoners, and the artful confusion of the 
title between the trustees for Lenthall, and the 
mortgagees, render the custody of the said. 
prison unsafe, and precarious. | . 

It appeared to the Committee, that, not- 
withstanding the inconveniency, arising from 


‘the claim of the mortgagees, and the high rent 


a by the Marshal, yet this prison of the 
ing’s Bench is much better regulated than 
any other prison, the Committee hath enquired 
into ; which they cannot but ascribe to the care 
of the Lord Chief Justice Raymond, who, not 
accepting of any presents, or fees, from the 
Marsbal of the said prison, hath kept the said 
Marshal strictly to the performance of his duty ; 
and his lordship hath heard, and redressed, the 
complaints of the prisoners. _ : 

‘It appeared to the Committee, that there 
are now in being some Books and Lists of 
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Charities, belonging to this prison; and also 
that there have been other books, relating to 
the said Charities, which books are nut now 
forth-coming. 

There is a Charity collected from the several 
counties, and another, of monies collected in 
the courts of Westminster-hall, called High 
Bar-money. In the collecting the first of the 
suid Charities there is some difficulty, full 
powers not being given for the raising thereof; 
and it hath been represented to the Committee, 
that the fatter (though Charity Money) doth 
belong to the Lord Chief Justice, and that he 
bath a right to dispuse of the same, as lie thinks 
fir, [K. 

art ‘A ppeared to the Committee, that out 
of the small charity, which yet remains unim- 
bezzied, an attempt was lately made to deduct 
monies, to repair the Wards for receiving the 
furnitare, given to the sick rooms b¢ the pre- 
sent Lord Chief Justice Raymond; and that 
these poor creatares, besides their great fees, 
pay also for repairing rooms in the gaol, and 
they were induced to sign a common seal for 
this purpose: [L.] 

That the poor Prisoners suffer greatly, by 
the applying of the Charity Money to repairs, 
or to any other uses, than dividing it amongst 
them, and by their not being admitied to the 
common side, and the sharing the charities: 

That the prosecuting Justices of the Peace, 
for acting in cases of breaches of the peace, 
committed by prisoners of the King’s Bench 
prison, or within the rules thereof, greatly tend- 
tu the encouraging of disorderly, riotous, and 
dangerous, practices there. 

By inspecting the Lists of Prisoners for Debt, 
transmitted from the vanuus Gaols of this king- 
dom, and the Gazettes, and other authorities, 
the Committee find, that near 6,000 persons 
have been discharyed out of the said Gaols by 
virtue of the act, passed in the Jast session of 
partiament, for relief of insolvent debtors ; and 
that 600 of bis Majesty’s subjects, fugitives for 
debt, have’ scinned, and reaped the benefit of 
that act; And by the returns of the Lists from 
the Country Gaols, it appears, that many hun- 
dred persons are still coufined there, who were 
prisoners for debt before the 29th day of Sep- 
~ tember, 1728, from which time the said Act 
touk place. 


The Committee came to the following Reso- 
lutions ; viz. 


“ Resolved, 1. That it is the opinion of this 
« Committee, That cifectual provision be made, 
“to prevent the Judges, their clerks, and ser- 
® vants, from receiving any Fees, Gifts, Pre- 
“ sents, or any gratuities whatsvever, from the 
“ paoler or keeper of any prison, or from any 
* officer, intrusted with the custody of the pri- 
 soners, Or any person impowered by them. 

«© @, That it 13 necessary to make further 
* provision, for the discovering, coHecting, dis- 
“ tributing, and accounting for, the Charities, 
* belonging to the King’s Bench prison. 

“S$, That it is necessary to nmke ferther 
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‘* provision for Creditors, for their more easy 
“‘ and effectual Recovery of debts and dam 
“on the escapes of prisoners from the King’s 
“¢ Bench Prison. i 

“4. That it ismecessary to make further pro- 
“vision, for the better preservation of the 
“peace within tbe King’s Bench Prison, and 
‘¢ the rules thereof.” 


APPENDIX. 
Examination of John Wildey. 


[A.] John Wildey, being examined the 11th 
day of March, 1729, saith, that he, this Exami- 
nant, hath searched the Records at the Tower, 
and also at the Chapel of the Rolls, for the ori- 
ginal grant from the crown of the office of Mar- 
shal and prison of the King’s Bench, but could 
not find the same, or any other deed, or con- 
veyance, relating to the said office, either to 
Mr. Lenthall, or the duke of Norfolk ; and that 
he, this examinant, doth not know what tide 
the said Lenthall had thereto. 


Examination of John Jones, Esq. 


[B.] John Jones, esq. being examined the 
16th day of March, 1729, saith, that he was 
concerned for the late earl of Radnor in the 
sale of the said Earl’s interest in the office of 
Marshal and Prison of the King’s Bench; and 
that he, this examinant, remembers the pay- 
ment of the Consideratton Money for the same, 
and that upwards of 10,000. was paid to the 
said Earl m this exammaat’s presence ; and this 
examinant believes, thats the whole considerae 
tion money, being 10,5001, was then paid to — 
the said Earl. 


Examination of Mr. Jasper Blythman. 


Jasper Blythman, gentleman, being examined 
the 13th day of March, 1729, saith, that he 
saw the late earl of Radnor sign the receipt 
(now produced to him, this examinant) for 
10,5008. and that hts, this exantinant’s name, 
subscribed, as @ witness to the said receipt, is 
of this examinant’s proper hand-writmg. And 


this exmnimant farther saith, that he cannot, 


at thts distance of time, say, whether the 
money was paid at that time of signing the 
said receipt, but doth believe, that the same 


was then paid; for that otherwise the said 


Earl would not have signed the said berg Ge 
nor should this examinant have witnessed 
same ; and also for that, by the sale of the 
office of Marshal and Prison of the King’s 
bench, and of an estate in Wales, the said 
Earl rendered his circamstances (which before 
that time were very uneasy, and unsettled) in- 
ttrely easy. 


Lord Radnov’s Receipt for 10,5007. produced 
by Mr. Wildey, 13th March, 1729. 


I, the right honoarable Charles Bodville, earl 
of Radnor, do hereby acknowledge, that I 
have this 20th day of September, 1718, re 
ceived of Joseph Stadley, of London, gentle-' 


onan, the sum of 10,500/. of lewfal money of. 
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Great Britain, being the consideration of and 
for my assigning to him (by an indenture, bear- 
ing equal date herewith, aod made, or express- 
ed to be made, between me, the said Earl, of 
the one part, and the said Joseph Sudley, and 
Hall Loader, and Jobn Allen, of London, gea- 
tleman, of the other part) the debt remaining 
due to me upon several securities, made by 
William Lenthall, esq. deceased, to sir Joho 
Cutler, knight and baronet, deceased, and se- 
eured by the office of Marshal of the Marshal- 
sen of the King’s bench, 
which assignment isin the said indenture men- 
tioned to be a competent sum of money, paid by 
him, the said Joseph Studley to me; and there- 
fore of and trom the said consideration money, 
and every part thereof, and all demands con- 
cerning the same, I do hereby acquit and dis- 
charge the said Joseph Studley. Witness my 
hand the day and year abovesaid.—RavNor.— 
Witness, Jas. Brytoman, Joan MaRTIN, 
Wriiiam Batty. 


An Account of the Shares of the several 
ig rg te of the King’s Bench: De- 
livered by Mr. John Wildey, 13 March, 
1729. 


goth September, 1718, lord Radnor assigns 


eo Mr. Studley for 10,5004. 

24th September, 1718, Mr. Studley declares, 
that the 10,500/. was the money of Richard 
Houlditch and Robert Knight, i 
mas Martin and Wm. King, goldsmiths, and 
William Martio, gentleman, and by them paid 
im equal shares, viz. 2,1002. a-piece. ; 
~ 4th December, 1748, Mr. King sold bis fifth 

to Mr. Crull for 2,1781. 15s. 


$1 Mar. 1720, Mr. Crull assigned to Sur- 


mean for 2,775/. 


Note: Upon Surman’s Forfeiture, it became 
vested in the Trustees of the South Sea 
Company. 


1727. The trustees assigned to Richard 

2 Surman’s share for 1,5551.. 

21 Mar. 1728, Mr. Bishop assigned his 
share to Mr. Preston for 1,821 

4 December, 1718, Mr. Houlditch sold his 
Gifth part to Richard Capper for 2,2008. | 

a0 Feb. 1720. Note: Mr. Capper acknow- 
hedged, that he was only a trustee for Mr. 
Buwman. 


Wote: Mr. Bowman, by will, gave his Fifth 
to Mr. Thomas and Jubn Martin, in 
trust, é&c. | 


& April, 1720. Mr. Thomas Martin sold one 

fourth of his fifth pert to Mr. Studley for 5254. 

1721. Mr. Knight’s fifth part became for- 

feited to the trustees of the South Sea Com- 
pany: 

47217. The trustees of the South Sea Com- 

assigned Mr. Knight’s filth partto Mr. 

s Martin for 1,605l. 

sth Apal, 1721, Mr. William Martin s9- 

é d one moiety of his fifth pert te Mr. Jobe 

for 4,2004, and afterwards the said Mr. 


the consideration of 


office of Marshal 


esquires, Tho- 
‘bench, which have come to the hands or know- 


been able to discover the same, 
any other account 


(sté 


William Martin assigned the other moiety 
said Jobn Martin. 


Examinations of Mr. Josepn Szuptey, the 


Qth, 11th, and 13th, March, 1729, at the 
Committee, appointed to enquire into the 
State of the Gaolsof this kingdom. 


J oseph Studley, being examined the 9th day 


of March, 1729, saith tbat he is entithed to one 
twentieth part of the -oftice of Marshal and 


Prison of the King’s bench; and that he hath 
had such share ever since the year 1718; and 
that he paid for the snme 5254 at two pays 
ments, in or about Octeber, 1718, to the use | 
of Mr. Wm. Martin. And this examinant . 
further saith, that the whole debt, due to the 
earl of Radnor on the said premisses, was a 
signed to this examinant; and that he, thrs 
examinant, has all along received the rents 
and profits of the said premisses for all the 
proprietors thereof, and hath from time to time 
accounted with Mr. Martin and Mr. Wildey, 
who have all such accounts, as also all the title- 
deeds, and writings, relating to the said office . 
of Marshal and Prison of the King's bench, in 
their or one of their custody ; and that he, this 
examinant, hath been allowed 5/. a term for 
his trouble. And this examinant further saith, 
that the boek now produced by this examinant, 
doth contain a true account of all alienations 
of offices, fines, and other profits, of the said 
and Prison of the King’s 


of this examinant. And the said exami- 
nant being asked, whether he doth aot appre- 
hend himself liable to make good escapes; he, 
this examinant, saith, that he is not liable 
thereto, it having been 90 determined, upon & 
trial at law, in Poulter’s case. And this exa- 
minant further saith, that both Machen, the 
late Marshal, and Mr. Mullens, the present 
Marshal, of the King’s bench, were appointed 
Marshals since this examinant’s-said purchase, | 
and with this examinant’s consent; and thet 
both the said Marshals gave security, for pay- 
ment of the rent; but that mo secority was 
taken from either of them, to answer, or make 
good escapes, or for good behaviour, 

And the said Joseph Studley, being again 
examined on the 11th day of March, 1729, 
saith, that he was present at the execution of 
the purchase deeds, dated the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1718, by the late earl of Radnor: and 
then saw tbe said earl sign the receipt for 
10,500/. consideration money, and did then 
also see Mr. William Martin pay anto the said 
earl several bank notes at Mr. Blythman’s 
chambers in the Temple, but haw much, in 
the whole, was paid to the said earl, this exami- 
nant doth not know. | 
And the said examinant being again e@xfe 
mined on the 13th day of March, 1729, saith, 
that he hath used his best endeavours fo find 
out Lenthall’s title to the office of Marshal 
and Prison of the King’s beuch, but hath not 
nor can give 


then that be, this 
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examinant, bath been informed by Mr. Martin, 

that the title-deeds of the said oflice were 

lodged in the House of Lords, upon the passing 

‘ofan act of parliament, relatingto the said 
rison, in the 8th and 9th years of the reign of 
ing William the Third. 


Examination of James Slann. 


[D. 1.] James Slann, footman to Thomas 
Martin, esq. being examined the 6th day of 
March, 1729, and asked, what property be has 
in the Prison of the King’s bench, says, that 
he is a nominal trustee for the Leirs of Mr. 
Leothall. And this examinant being asked, 
what he means by a nominal trustee, and by 
whom he was appointed such trustee; he says, 
he does not know, what a nominal trustee is, 
nor by whom he was ‘appointed such: And 
being asked, how he knows, he is a nominal 
trustee; he says, he is informed, that he is 
such, but does not know by whom he was so 
informed. 3 

And this examinant being asked, whether 
he signed and sealed the deed, now shewn to 
him, and by whose order he so executed the 
same; hesays, he did sign and ‘seal the said 
deed by the order of his master, Mr. Martin. 
And the said examinant being asked, how long 
it is since he executed the said deed, and who 
- was present, when he executed the same; he 
says, he does not know how long it is since he 
executed the said deed, nor who was present 
at such execution, except Mr. John Wildey, 
who was then present.: And the said exami- 
nant being asked, whether he ever read, or 
heard read, the said deed, orknows the contents 
thereof, saith, that he never did read, or hear 
read, the said deed, nor knows the contents 
thereof; and that he, this examinant, bath 
signed and sealed several deeds, without read- 
ing, or hearing the same read, or knowing the 
contents of the same. 

And this examinant being asked, whether, 
at the time of his executing the said deed, he 
apprehended he should reap any benefit by his 
executing the same, or that he was thereby 
liable to answer any escapes, and whether he 
was able te make good escapes, that might 
happen, or to pay 4 or 5,000/. on that ucca- 
sion; he, this examinant, saith, that he knew 
not whether he was to reap any benefit by bis 
signing the said deed; and that he did not ap- 
prehend, by his signing the same, he was liable 
to make good any escapes that happened ; and 
saith, that if any escapes sheuld bappen, he is 
not able to make good or pay for the same. 


Examination of Mr. John Wildey. 


[D. 2.] John Wildey, being examined the 
6th day of March, 1729, and being asked what 
property be has in the King’s-bench prison, 
saith, that he is a trustee for the heirs of Lent- 
hall, and was nominated such trustee at the 
request of John Martin, esq. in a deed now 
shewn to this examinant; and that he, this 
-examinant, by the verbal order of the said Mr. 


Aart, ond of Mr, Thomas Martio, Mir, Stod- 
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ley and Mr. John Preston, did execute the 
other deed, now also shewn to this examinant. 
Aud this examinant being asked, whether 
he does not apprehend himself liable to answer 
escapes, or who is liable to make good the 
same; he, this examinant, saith, that he doth 
not apprehend himself, or any of the proprie- 
tors of the King’s-bencl prison, answerable for 
escapes ; but that the Marshal of the said pri- 
son 1s liable to make good the same ; and that 
he, this examinant, wos never put to any trou- 
ble upon account of escapes. And this Exa- 
minant being asked, whether the said Marshal 
has given any and what security, to answer es- 
capes; this examinant saith, that the said 
Marshal has given no other security for that 
purpose, than his own personal secarity, by a 
covenant contained in the said last-mentioned 
deed; but this examinast apprehends, that if 
any escapes shall be se which the said Mar- 
shal shali not be able to make good, the heirs 
of Lenthall will be liable to make good the 
same. And this examinant further saith, that 
he doth not, nor ever did, receive any reat 
whatsoever: from the Marshal of the King’s- 
bench, nor ever sign any receipt for rent. Aed 
the said examinant being asked, whether he 
ever received any surplus money for the heirs 
of Lenthall ; he, this examinant, saith, that be 
never did receive any such surplus money. 


Examination of Mr. John Preston. 


Mr. Jobn Preston, being examined the 9th 
day of March, 1729, saith, that he, this exami- 
nant, is entitled to one fifth part (the whole 
into five equal parts being divided) in the office 
of Marshal of the King’s-bench, and the prisoa 
thereof, with the buildings and appurtenances 
thereto belonging ; and that he purchased the 
same in May last, of Richard Bishop, to whom 
this examinant paid 1,821/. for the said share; 
and that the said Ricbard Bishop thereupon as- 
signed to this examinant all the estate and in- 
terest of him, the said Richard Bishop, in the 
said premisses; the profits whereof being usa- 
ally accounted for by Joseph Studley, the re- 
ceiver thereof, every term, this examinant saith, 
that he bath received for his share of the said 
profits, 287. each term or thereabouts. 

nd the said examinant being asked, whe- 
ther he does not think himself liable to make 
good escapes of prisoners that may happen, 
saith, he Hath been advised, and doth appre- 
hend that he is not liable thereto, being only a 
mortgagee. 
And the said examinant being asked, whether 
Mr. Mullens was made Marsha! of the King’s- 
bench since this examinant’s said purchase, and 
with this examinant’s consent, and whether the 
said Mullens had given security to answer or 
make good escapes ; this examinant saith, that 
the said Mullens was made Marshal since the 
purchase, and with the consent, of this exami- 
nant; and that he, this examinant, doth not 
know that any security has been given by the 
said Mullens, to answes or make good any ¢s- 
CARS . ; 


817) 


The further Examtnarrons of Mr. Richard Mul- 
Jens, Marshal of the King’s-bench Prisou, 
taken before the Committee of the House 

‘of Commons, appointed to inspect the 
Gaols uf this Kingdom, this 2ist diay of 
February, 1729, and April 9, 1730. 


This examinant saith, that he.is Marshal of 
the King’s-bench prison, and appointed by the 
proprietors, viz. Thomas Martin, William Mar- 
ain, Juha Martin, Joba Preston and Joseph 
Standley, esquires : that the said proprietors have 
@ right to presenta Marshal of the said prison 
to the court of King’s-hench, who are to ap- 

rove andconfirm the said Marshal; and, after 
t is eworn in before the said court, he is then 
én full possession of the said oftice. This exa- 
minant further saith, that in the year 1724 he 
spplied to the said Joseph Studley, in order for 
to get the office of Marshal tu the King’s-bench 

rison, and by means of the said Joseph Stud- 

y was introduced to the other proprietors, 
whom he (Mullens) met at Garraway’s coffee- 
house towards the end of the year 1724, where 
ehe said proprietors, viz. Thomas Martin, Joho 
Martin and Joseph Studley, esquires (and, as 
he thinks, William Martin) were present ; who 
eo to che said examinant, that they the 
ssid proprietors would present him to the court 
ef King’sbench as Marshal of the said prison, 
and graat him (Mullens) a lease of the said of- 
fice and prison for the space of five years, with 
a right of renewal for three years, after the ex- 

iration of the said term, on condition of pay- 
ing to the said proprietors the andual sum of 
800/. and also the further annual sum of about 
20/. as a quit-rent, and to allow to the cham- 
berlain of the said prison, appointed by the 
rietors, the usual profits uf the said office, 
which he hath since compounded with the said 
ehamberiain, for the yearly sum of 30/.; and 
that che said proprietors further told him, that 
ever and above the said sums, he (the Marshal) 
before he was approved of and sworn into the 
gaid office, must pay 100 guincas to the Lord 
Chief Justice of the King’s- bench, and a further 
um of 50 guineas to each of the three puisne 
jadges of the said court: that he, this exami- 
‘nant, objected to all these demands as too 
exorbitant, from the impossibility of fairly rais- 
fag the said sums; to which the said proprie- 
tors answered, that if he (Mullens) refused to 
take the said office on these conditions, many 
ethers would gladly accept of this offer; and 
that the former marshals had made a great deal 
ef money of the said office, and particular] 
Mr. Machen had got between 2 and 3,000. 
‘by it: this examinant feplied, that no person 
could make such a profit honestly ; and if an 
one got so mach money im the said office, it 
must be by giving liberty to some of the pri- 
goners and renning away with them: to which 
the said John and Thomas Martin, or one of 
them, answered, that he (Mullens) must take 
bis chance for that, for he took the said ofhce 
with his eyes open, And this exammant for 
Sher saith, that he agreed with the euxi pro- 
You, VIIL 
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prietora for the said office and prison, and a 
grant of the same was made to bim and exe- 
cated on the 14th day of Junuary, 1724, by 
Richard Wellman, a hackney writer to the said 
Jobo Martin, or one of them, with the consent 
of the said Joseph Studley ; and that on or bee 
fore tle 93rd day of the said monthof January, 
he (Mullens) gave a purse containing 100 gui- 
neas, into the hands of sir Jobn Prat, the then 
Lord Chief Justice of the King’s-bench, and 
one other purse containing 50 guineas, to Mr, 
Justice Fortescue, and the like sum to Mr, 
Justice Powis; and he offered the like sum to 
sir Robert Raymond, then one’ of the puisne 
judges of the said court, who refused the same, 
saying, he did not know any such fee was due, 
and that if it was not a legal fee he would not 
take it; but that he would inform bimself of 
the Lord Chief Juatice, and the other judges; 
and some days-after, the said sir Robert Ray- 
mond did accept of the said sum, having, as he 
informed this examinant, seen the Lord Chief 
Justice, and the other judges of the said court: 
and this examinant has heard, and believes, 
that no Marshal was ever approved of and 
sworn into the said office, without making the 
said presents, except himself, who, on the ree 
newal of his grant of the said office and prison, 
was sworn into the said - office on the 25th of 
January last, 1729, without making the said 
presents to the judges. And he (Mullens) fur- 
ther saith, that the Marshal usually gave, every 
Christmas, twenty guineas to the Lord Chief 
Justice of the King's-bench, and ten guineas to 
each of the puisne judges of the said court; 


‘but that sir Robert Raymond, the present 


Chief Justice, hae always refused the said sum, 
but desired he would not mention such refusal, . 
lest his successors should think he lessened 
their perqaisites: and further saith, that Mr. 
Justice Reynolds did accept of the ten guineas, 
bat sent the said sum by his clerk, to be distri- 
buted among the prisoners of the said prison 
and further saith, that all the judges of the said 
court refused to take the said presents last 
R. MuLvens. 


At the Committee, appointed to enquire inte 
the State of the Gaols of this Kingdom, 

The said Richard Mullens, being examined 
this 9th day of April, 1730, in the most solemn 
manner, saith, that the above-written Examie 
nation, and every part thereof, is true. | 

~ KR. Mutress. | 


The said Richard Mollens further saith, that 
the lease, hy which he agreed to pay 800/. per 
annum to the said proprietors, was, by the 
interposition of the Lord Chief Justice Pratt, 
cancelled, and a new lease granted, of the 
same date, which is the lease Jast expired. 

R. MvuLtens. 


Exaxrnatrox of Mr. Richard Mullens, Mar. 
shal of the King’s Bench Prison, 2ist Fe- 
bruaty, 1729. 

About five months ago all the judges of the 

King’s-bench ordered Mr. Mullens to give the 
3G 
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proprietors notice te attend them at the Lord obtain any satisfaction, and soon afterwards 
Chief Justice’s chambers, and they all met ac- | shot bimself, in despair, at an inn in Barnab 
cordingly, my Lord Chief Justice then told the | Street, which, this examinant believes, was 
proprietors, the occasion of sending for them | called St, Christophers. And this examinant 
was, to acquaint them, that they (the judges) further saith, that the said Machen is nowa 
’ were of opinion, that there would bea parhia- | prisoner, in the custody of this examinant, at 
mentary enquiry into their prison, as there | the suits of Elizabeth and Anne Wilson, the 
had been of others ; and, though, they appre- ; administratrixes of the said Wm. Wilson, and 
hended, they had no direct right to make any | also at the suits of Benjamin Arnold and Chrie 
order upon them (the proprietors) yet they re- | topbher Thwaites ; and that several other pn- 
commended it to them (the proprietors) to alter | soners, besides the said Poulter, did escape, 
the exorbitant rent, at now let it at; and, | during the time that the said Machea was 
though they imagined, they were secure under | Marshal ; and that the rent of the office and 
an act of Parliament, yet it was theit« vinion, | prison is so exorbitant, that no person of good 
that the parliament would construe it, oat by | substance would take the said office; and that 
their letting it at such exorbitant rents, and to | it has been customary for former Marshals to 
people without sufficient security, and obscure | suffer escapes, to enable them to raise money 
people permitted to covenant for it, that | to pay their rent, and to get their livelihood. 
escapes would be deemed voluntary in them, R. Muttexs. 


.as if they had acted themselves as Marshal ; Th as 
, e. e Examinations of Mr. Richard Mullens 
that they themselves would be liable to make Marslial of the King’s Bench Prison; take i 


| good the escapes, and forfeit ERE OIEe: 23d February, 1729, and 9th April, 1730. 


R. Mutcens. 

This examinant saith, that Knight and Sur- 
man being possessed of two fifths of the office 
of Marshal of the prison of the King’s-bench, 
as heis informed, Thomas Martin, esq. and 
Richard Bishop, tipstaff uf the court of com- 
mon pleas, purchased those two fifths of tbe 
trustees of the South Sea Company, for the 
sum of 1,600/. each, as this examinant is also 
informed, and some time about twelve months 
since, Mr. Preston, clerk of the Viatners Com- 
pany, purchased Mr. Bishop's said filth; but 
knows not what sum of money was paid for it. 
That he computes the tees, which he has ac- 
tually received, as Marshal of the prison,- w 
amount to about 50/, annually, before they 
were lately reduced ; and that he expects, 
very little will arise from those fees for the 
future : ‘That what induced him to take a aew 
prant of the said oliice and prison, at arentof — 
7501. was, from an assurance given him by 


At the Committee, appointed to enquire 
into the State of the Gaols of this King- 
dom, 


The said Richard Mullens, being examined 
this ninth day of April, 1780, in the most 
solemn manner, saith, that the above written 
Examination, and every part thereof, is true. 

R. MuLvens. 


The Fourth Examination of Mr. Mulfens, in 
the most solemn manner, 9th April, 1730. 


At the Comniittee, appointed to enquire 
into the State of the Gaols of this Kingdom; . 
[ E.] Richard Mullens, Marshal of the King’s- 
bench pfisop, being examined this 9th day of 
April, 1730, in the most solemn manter, saith, 
_that he, this examinant, hath lived within the 
-rules of the said prison, and been conversant 
therein, for the space of ten or eleven years; 
and that in or about the year 1723, one Poul- | Mr. Studley, one of the proprietors, of an in- 
ter was committed to the custody of Richard ; tention of the proprietors, to.reduce his rent 
Blachen, then- Marshal, in execution, for | to 400/, (the Judges having recommended such 
18,0001. and upwards, at the suit of William | reduction) and in further hopes, that, if the 
‘Wilson; and that soon afterwards the said | government should take the gaol into ther 
Machen gave the said Poulter the hberty of the | hands, he (Mullens) might be appointed 
rules, for 260 guineas, or thereabouis, and | marshal of it: That the profit chiefly arises 
took abond from the said Poulter’s brother, | from giving the liberty of the rules to the pr 
for 1,000/. (as the said Machen informed this | soners, which were greatly enlarged by the 
examinant) and in and about ten days alier the | late Chief Justice Prat, by tbe addition of St. 
said Poulter obtained the liberty of the rules, ; George's Fields to the rules, on application of 
he escaped to Holland, and there cuutinucs, ; the prisouers to the Court of King’s-bench ; 
cas this examinaat is also informed : And there- | but, having kept no account of these profits, 
- upon the said Wilson brought an action, in the | he cannot say, what they annually produce : 
court of King’s-bench, agaiust the said Machen, ; That he believes, there are generally upwards 
for the said escape, and recovered judyment | of 120 prisoners, who enjoy the hberty of the 
for the said debts and afterwards the said jaues but that -te will deliver in a particular 
Wilson moved the said court, that the urofits | account of them to the Committee: That, on 
of the office of Marshal ard prison of the King’s | his being admitted Marshal, he had no prisoners 
bench might be sequestered fur the said debt ; |; delivered to bim, byt such, 88 were within the 
and the court referred it to the master of the | bouse, under the hey, which did not excecd 
King's-bench oitice, to state the account of the | 77-3 but that he had no account given him of 
Mortgagees 5 and the said master reported due | all the prisoners, that had the liberty of the 
se them 18,000/, and the said Wilson could not | rules granted wem by bis predecessor, Machen, 


5 
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nor does he apprehend himself to be charged 
or chargeable therewith : He is informed, aud 
believes, that great nutobers of those prisoners, 
who then enjoyed the rules, made their escape 
when Machen run away ; and believes, he has 
an authority, by virtue of a rule of court (the 
‘copy of which is delivered to the Committee) 
to re-take, and lock up, any of those prisoners, 
if he thks fit: but that he 3 not by such 
rule obliged to re-take them, and thereby make 
bimself lable; and believes, this has heen the 
_ practice of all former marshals, for many years, 
since the office has been inthe hands of par- 
ticular proprietors : That his other profits arise 
to him by groats out of the judgments and bails 
in the court of King’s-bench, paid him by the 
maser of the King’s-bench office, which he com- 
putes at about 100/. annually : That he lets the 
proht of his tap, and sutlerage, to one Met- 
calf(a brewer of Greenwich) for 100 guineas 
fine, and 100 guineas yearly ; That he has one 
shilling out of every day rule, which be com- 
tes tobe worth to him about 35/. per annum: 
bat he bas one shilling fur every night, that a 
prisoner lies in a spunging house, which he 
computes to be worth about 30/. yearly: Aud 
these, he declares, are the unly methods, by 
which he makes any profits. KR. MuULLEns. 


' At the Committee, appointed to enquire 
into the state of the gaols of this kingdom, 

The said Richard Mullens, being examined 
this 9th day of April, 1730, in the most solemn 
manner, saith, that the above-written Examina- 
tion, and every part thereof, is true. 

R. Muttrys. 


[F.] A Lisr of the Names of the several per- 
sons, who have executed the Office of 
Marshal of the Court of King’s Bench 
(from the year 1668) the Dates of their 
several admissions, and how long they re- 
spectively continued in the said office, as 
appears per the several Books of Entry, 
which are now in Custody of Mr. Richard 
Mullens, present Marshal of the said 
ee Delivered by the said Mr. Mul- 

- lens. 


Mansuats Names. 


Mr. Steph. Mosdell, admitted, February 12th, 
1668 ; continued to April 23d, 1672. 

Mr. Thomas Meney, April 24th, 1672; to 
October 21, 1675. | 

From the year 1675 ; to the year 1684, books 
Wanting. 

Mr- Hen. Glover, 
12th, 1687. 

Mr. Coke, 
Oth, 1688. 


Mr. Phil . 
Sist, feo ee” November 23d, 1688 ; to May 


Mr. Will. Bri 
8d, 1Go0 il: Briggs, June 24, 1690; to October 


F 
Sates year 1693 ; to the year 1696, books 


Mr. George sot May, 2d, 1696 ; to Fe- 


May 20th, 1684: to April 
April 15th, 1687 ; to November 


bruary 23d, 16 


‘ 
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Mr. Godfrey Gimbert, December 29th, 1698 
to March 29th, 1701. . 
_ Mr. William Sutton, March 15th, 1700 ; to 
Noverhber 10th, 1703.’ 

Mr. Fr, Southward, November 11th, 1708 ; 
the continuance uncertain: book cut. 

Mr. Will. Broughton, May 6th, 1706; to 
February 13th, 1711. | 

Mr. Moses Cook, February 14th, 1711; te 
February 7th, 1715. : “a 

Mr. David Cray ford, February 9th, 1715; to 
March 8th, 1721. 
Mr. Richard Machen, March 24th, 1721; to 
January 20th, 1724. 

Mr. Rich. Mullens, January @4th, 1724; 
present Marshal, . 


[G.] Copy of a Rule of Court for the: new 
Marshal to retake such Prisoners, as had 
the Liberty of the Rules granted hy his | 
Predecessors. 

Die Mercurii, in Quinden’ Sc’ Hillarii, Anne 

11 Georgii Regis. 

Ordinat’ est, quod marr’ ‘maresc’ hujus cur’ 
recapiat omnes prisonar’ ad largum existen’ 
necnon omnes prisunar’ qui fecer’ escap’ 2 pri- 
son’ mar’ et non legitime exonerantur ss prison’ 
pr’ et ducat eos in prison’ pr. Ex motione Mr, 
Ketleby, per Cur. 


Examination of Mr. John Morris. 


[H.] John Morris, Deputy Marshal of the 
King’s-bench prison, being examined this 21st 
day of Februafy, 1729, says, that be was ap-. 
pointed Deputy Marshal of the King's-bench 
by Charles, earl of Radnor, above twenty vears 
ago (but hath not the grant now with hin) and 
paid 50/. tu Thomas Cook, for the said eat by 
way of alienation, and a considerable sum to 
him, the said Cook (who was then Deputy 
Marshal], and is since dead) for his surrendering 
to this exammant; and that he paid a further 
sum of ten guineas to one Broughton, the then 
Marshal, and 20 guineas to the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Holt, which, as far as this examinant re- 
members, he gave to bim with bis own hands, 

Being asked, in what manner the office was 
surrendered ; says, that Cook surrendered the 
office to lord Radnor, two days before lord Rad- 
nor granted the office to the examiuant. : 

Being asked, what was the business of De- 
puty Marshal ; says, that now the busivess of 
Deputy Marshal is to attend the Court of 
King’s Bench, with the Lord Chief Justice, 


_wheresoever he goes; but formerly the offices of 


Deputy Marshal, and clerk of the papers, 
were annexed ; and now the fees are given in 
jointly together. | 
Being asked, if he ever gave any thing, by 
way of Christmas-box, to the judges, or any 
officers under them; says, that there was a 
table kept in the Lord Chief Justice Holt’s 
time, and now he sometimes eats at the Lord 
Chief Justice’s table ; and he bas given at 
Christmas half a crown, or so, to each servant. 
Joun Morris, Deputy Marshal. 
23d February, 1729. | 


~ 


~ 
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Examination of Samuel Woodham, Fsq. 7th 
April, 1730.—At the Committee, ap- 
inted to enquire into the State of the 

aals of this Kingdom. | 


(I. Samuel Woodham, esq. one of his Ma- 
jesty’s justices of the peace for the county of 
Surry, being examined the 7th day of April, 
1780 in the most solemn manner, sah, that 
be, this examinant, having in the month of 
December, 1728, committed, for want of sure- 
ties, to the county gaol of Surry, Humphry 
Heybord and Joseph Allen, for violent assaults 
committed by them; and Richard Mallens, 
Marshal of the court of King’s-bench, having 
threate:.ed to move the said court against this 
examinant for so'doing, he, the said Mullens, 
alleging, tuat the said Heybord and Allen were 
then prisoners in the custody of him, the said 
Mullens; this examinant, together with sir 


-John Gonson, did, about three weeks before 


the then next term, wait upon the Lord Chief 
Justice of the said court, and acquaint him 
therewith: to which his lordship answered, 
that what this examinant had done, wad very 
right ; and that this examinant shuuld pro- 


_ ceed in the same manner against all offenders 


in the like cases; and that he would support 
or protect this examinant therein, or to that 
effect. And this examinant further said, that 
the said Mullens, as he had before threatened, 
did accordingly, in Hilary terns, 1728, move 
the court of King’s- bench, that an attachment 
might be awa:ded against this-examinant, for 
this examinent’s having committed the said 
Heybord and Allen to the said county gaol, as 
aforesaid, although such county gaol is within 
the rules of the King’s-bench prison; and 
thereupon a rule having been granted by the 
aaid court, for this examinant to shew cause, 
why such attachment should not be awarded 
against him, he, this examioant, did attend 
with his counsel eight days, or thereabouts, in 
order to shew cause agaiust such attachment, 
and to represent to the said court (as he had 
before dune to the said Lord Chief Justice) the 
reasons, why this examinant had committed 
the said Heybord and Allen to the said county 
gaol, which reasons are contained in an affida- 
vit, made by this examinent in the said curt. 
And this examinant snith, that, before this 
examinant’s counsel could be heard, the said 
court declared, that this examinant, in com- 
mitting the said Heybord and Allen (being 
prisoners in the custody of the said Marshal) to 
the said cuunty gaul, upon any pretence what- 
Soever, and notwithstanding that such cou:-ty 

aol was within the rules of the prison of the 


ing’s-bench, was guilty of a rescue, or to thet 


effect; and the counsel for the said Mullens 
then moving, that he, the said Mullens, migh: 
be at liberty to sue this examinant for the 
rescues, or escapes. of the said Heybord and 
Allen, this examinant was asked by the said 
court, whether he, this examinant, was willing 
to pay unto the said Murlens his costs; to 
which this examinaht (by the advice of his 
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counsel, and to avoid further prosecutions) 
answered, that he was willing te pay the same. 
And this examinant saith, that thereupon a 
bill of costs was delivered, by the. attorney for 
the said Mullens, to this examinant, amouate 
ing to $11. and upwards; in which was ine 
cluded one article of 8/. and upwards, for ex. 
pences, which the said Mallens alleged he 
had been at, in removing into the crowa 
office several indictments, which had beea pre- 
ferred against the said Allen and Heyhosd, 
for misdemeanors, they had been guilty of, 
no ways relating to those, for which they bad 
been. committed by this examinant, as afore- 
said: and the said bill of costs being referred 
to Mr. Clark, master of the King’s bench 
office, for a taxation ; and a dispute aneing, 
touching the said article of 84. and upwards, 
so charged, for removing the said indictments, 
as aforesaid; this examinant did attend the 
said Lord Chief Justice, for his opinion, whee 
ther this examinanet ought to pay the seme; 
and his lordship then declared to this ezamiw 
nant, he apprehended, the said court did not 
mean, or intend, that this examinant shoold 
pay those costs; or to that effect: which 
declaration of his tordship’s this examinant 
did communicate to Mr. Marriot, hie, this 
examinant’s attornvy; who thereupon in- 
sisted before the said Mr. Clark, that the 
said article should be disallowed; but the 
said Mr. Clark, not being satisiied theres 
with, did attend the said Lord Chief Justice 
alone, for his directions therein; and the 
said Mr. Clark, at his return from the said 
Lord Chief Justice, did declare, that his lurd- 
ship directed, that this examinant should pey 
all. costs, as well the saia 8/. and upwards, as 
other the costs, contained in the said Bill: and 
this examinant heth been obliged to pay the 
same accordingly. Samuzt WoopHax. 


Examination of Sir Jolin Ganson in the most 
solemn manner.—At the Committee, ap- 
pointed to enquire into ‘the State of the 
Gaols of this Kingdom, 


Sir John Gonson, knight, being examined 
the 9th day of April, 1730, in the most so- 
lemon manner, saith, that about 16 or 18 
months since, Samvel Woodham, .» one of 
his Majesty's justices of the peace for the county 
of Surry, desired this examinant Co accompany © 
him to the Lord Chief Justice of the Kine’s 
Bench, to inform him, that he, the said Mr. 
Woodham, had been threatened with trouble, 
for laving executed his office, in commitung 
persons, who were prisoners within the rales 
of the King’s Bench (on account of misde- 
meanors by them committed) to the count 
Gaol of Surry, which county Gaol tuis exam 
nant believes to be within the rules of the 
King’s Bench Prison: That they foand thesaid 
Chief Justice at his chan: bers m Serjeants Luo 3 
and that there passed a bong cof.versativn be- 
tween the said Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Waod~ 
ham, and this examinant, all the partsculere 
whereof this exammant caunct take pon him 


@ 
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te remember ; but, upon the whole, the said , the said Lerd Chief Justice, in erder to receive 
Lord Chief Justice received them with grent | 4/. 14s. Sd. for the said repairs, out of the 
civility, end did not then seem to blame the | county monies; designed for the subsistence of 
said Mr. Woodham ; but this examinant very | the prisoners on the common side of the King's 
well remembers, that the suid Lord Chief Jus- Bench ; which the said Mason refused to coms 
tice then said, that be would support the said ply with, as not having any monies in his bands. 
_ Mr. Woodhan, and the genitemen in the com- | And this examinant further saith, that he never 
mission ef the peace, as far as he could by law; | knew any money raised upon tHe prisoners, 
er used words to that effect. J. Gonson. _ Sent of the ae pai its: 
7 ut, On ection, saith, tbat be paid for the 

Examination of Mr. Joseph Mason. | mending of the windows out of the said 
{K.] Mr. Juseph Mason, clerk to the Lord | county monies, designed fir the subsistence of 
Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench, | the satd poor prisuners ; and that be did this 
being examined the 16th day of March, 1729, 


but once, about one year since, or upwards, 
saith, that he, this examinant, hath always re- 


And this examinant further saith, that he is 
eeived the exhibitinn money, belonging to the steward of the common side of the said prison, 
King’s Bench, and also the said Lord Chief 


and was chose sucb by the prisoners about 
Justice's share of the bigh bar money, which | two years since, with the 5 pea of the 
bigh bar money has been given awa by the | said Marshal. - Bacxyousy - 
eaid Lord Chief Justice to charitable uses. " , 
Aad this exsaminant further saith, he believes, | | 
that the high bar money doth belong to the The Resolations of the above Committee, 
said Lord Chief Justice, and that he hath a | being severally read, were agreed to by the 
right tu dispose of the same, ag he thinks fit. | House. 


Examswatton of Thomas Backhouse, Steward Protest against passing the Mutiny Bill.] 

to the Common Side, &c.—At the Come March 23, A Bull for punishing Mutiny and Den 

_mitiee, appoimed to enquire into the | seriiuo, and for the better paynsent of the arroy 

Stace of the Gaols in this Kingdom, me aie Bg being read the ane = 

. - _., | ip the s, the question was put, whether | 

the Al dee ot pauls 1730, badd Byres this bill shall pass, it was resolved in the afire 
lemn wanner, saitl:, that last Michaelmas term Fee Fy cece 


the Lord Chief Justice of the court of King’s |  ¢ . 
Bench gave furniture for the sick wards of ie . peaeesel ire pei Bhat se large ieee 
Eo Pricer cponwhichihe Mentalet ler oo. ae. wil i woe aes cierto 
B ne Po for this year, by this bill, is not necessary for 
the said prison told this examinent, thatthe wards anes ee, as for saa eet judge from ‘Sep ‘: 
ative andl: mee a ae aed sent conjuncture of affairs: and that a stand- 
which this examinant understood to be at the ha eye an ei ns Are ars a seein ae 
expence of the prisoners: And accordingly | |: ensome tothe people and dang FOUS Ce) SEM 
gbis examipvant ordered the said sick warda, or liberties, for shiney often given by several 
goums, to be repaired ; and ealled the aueeh Lords, end remeining upon shed vuronie Ol tae 
tog etite r, a od cold chem: scat che Marchal said, H.use, to which we choose to reler, rather 
it was fittitg, the sick rooms should ‘be repair ice ab ae 4 : a : nee, riding REET Hy 
ed, betore the Lord Chief Justice’s furnitare stigaatinied lr tartan COA : diets 
should be putup; and asked them, whether at least may easily be menteuie’ by srguments 
they were oraenun it should be done ; and andeniabls convincing, and s0 obviows, im our 
William Watson ae 4 Thomas Maun 4. seal opinion, that they must occur, upol. the least 
i a! ibe GererGaasiting aid alia reflection, to every Englishman who loves his 
examinant deth not remember, that any person country and are a. Alias (Sen Pale 
refused to be consenting: And that this ex- | JY» ee idea 
aminent ordered workmen to repair the said | Debate in the Lords ona Motion, that the 
ruows; and, when the workmen cemanded Maintenance of 12,000 Hessian Troops was 
money of tim, he went to the Marshal, and de- burthensome and unnecessory.| April 17. The 
sired him to send this examinant some monies: order of the day, fur taking into consideration 
To which the Marshal told him, he might get | the State of the Nation, being sead, it wag 
ghe common sesls And this examinant ac- moved to resolve, That the maintaining of 
cordinyly applied to the prisoners, to sign a | 12,000 Hessians in the pay of Great Britain, for 
common seal; and some of them refused to | the year 1750, is burthensome and unnecessary. 
ign the same, particularly Williem Lucas (who Iv support of this motion the earls of Abing- 
afterwards, upon persuasion, did sign)and Wil- don and Strafford urged, That there Leing a 
ham Moore, who then refused, and bath not Treaty of Peace con uded with Spain, and an 
et consented, to sign the said common seal: accommodation with Prussia, we bad nathid 
Wotwithstanding which, this examinant did ob- | to fear from the emperor, therefore there cou 
gaim @ common seal, which the said Marshal | be no necessity, for continuing these troops in 


igned ; and this examinant did present the | our pay. ; 
paid sealto Joseph Mason, gentleman, clerk to Those against the question aliedged, 
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. That the keeping up the 12,000 Hessians for 
this year, was to fulfil the engagements to 
our allies, whom we cannot in hunour, expose 
tothe fury of the emperor, and discharge, in 
~ the present conjuncture, a body of troops which 
is most capable of. harrassing him: that Eng- 
land, France, and Holland are, in case of an 
attack on their dominions, to assist each other, 
and furnish their respective quotas; and, in 
consequence of these engagements, the French 
bave augmented their troops above 30,000 
men, and the Dutch 24,000, and have likewise 
foreign troops in their pay; and that the ex- 
pence of 12,000 English would be much greater 
than that of 12,000 Hessians, and that this ex- 
pence for one year may prevent a war. 


Protest on the said Motion’s passing in the 
Negatine.| ‘Then the question being put, it 
was resolved in the negative, Contents 21, Not- 
contents 80. . 


“ Dissentient’ 7 

1. “ Because we think the maintaining fo- 
reign troops in our pay, where we have no 
territory, and not only when we have no war, 
but immediately after a peace concluded with 
one of the most considerable powers in Europe, 
whilst we are in alliance with Holland, 
and are in strict friendship with France,.the 
most considerable power of all, is a policy, that 
before this instance of it canuot be paralleled, 
as far as we can recollect, in.all our annals, 
and must be owing tu the advice of «unisters 
Jess cautious and Jess concerned for the true 
interest of this kingdom than their duty obliged 
them to be: and we cannot, out of the regard 
we owe to our posterity, consent to it. 

@. ‘* Because the importance of the service, 
in which they are desigued to be employed, 
does no way appear to us, and we fear it may 
create an apprebension that they may he in- 
tended for purposes that do not concern Great 
Britain; which is a jealousy (however ill- 
founded) that we are persuaded from his Ma- 
jesty’s goodness he will always be inclined to 
prevent for his people’s sake; and his coun- 
sellers, we thmk, ought, if possible, to prevent, 
for their own. 

3. * Because, we think, it would be an un- 
reasonable burthen upon the people at any 
time, but we look upun it to be particularly so 
at this, whilst we are sull heavily loaded with 
an iminense national debt, scvere annual taxes, 
oppressive and perpetual excises, and have had 
of late the additional aisfortune of an unusual 
and excessive dearness of almost all necessaries 
for living; whilst our commerce, we cannot but 
fear, has been declining fur some years, and 
many valuable branches of it running into 
other channels, fram whenge we have but little 
expectation of ever deriving them again ivto 
our own: when the dubious and unhappy si- 
tuation of affairs, under which we have labour- 
ed of late, has reduced many substanual mer- 
chants to poverty, aud has been productive of 
other ill consequences that, we apprebend, will 
be sensibly felt fur some time by the whole na- 


‘a 


vice of the current yeate 


tion; when the sum which is to be allowed. for 
the maintenance of these troops is at least six- 
pence 19 the pound on every landed man's 
estate in England; and when we avowedly 
pay, at the same time, greater subsidies to 
other foreign princes than our peu! circum 
stances, in our opinion, can well bear, or thas 
any wise reasons of state seein to require. 
4. “ Because it does not appear tous, that 
his Majesty either in any speech or by any mes- 
sage, bas demanded any supply for what seems 
to us so extraordinary a charge: and he seems 
not to think them necessary for our safety at 
home, since he has lately disbanded some of our 
own; and we cannot find we are under any direct 
stipulation to maintain them for the safety of our 
allies abroad, who, notwithstanding the various 
engagements and multiplicity of treatics, with 
which we have, within the compass of a few 
years, most incautiously (as we fear) entangled 
ourselves, have no right to require succours 
from us, till by some molestation or hostile at- 
tack the public tranquillity is disturbed ; which 
misfortune may still (as we hope) be prevented, 
if such measures are taken as it becomes able 
and upright statesmen always to pursue; if the 
reputation ‘of our wisdom and power is alune 
sutlicient (as it ought to be) to procure us equal 
and useful alliances (and it always will be, 
when the affairs of the kingdom are adminis- 
tered as they ought to be) and if to save our 
friends from dangers that perhaps are only ima- 
ginary, we do not run iute real ones ourselves. 
——(Signed,) Berkshire, Scarsdale, Strafford, 
Coventry, Huntingdon, Northampton, 
Montjoy, Craven, Plymouth, Maynard, 
Boyle, Oxford and Mortimer, Abing- 

_don, Aylesford, Willoughby de Broke, 
Litchfield, Gower.” 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the Ses 
sion.] May 15. The King came to the House 
of Lords, and the Commons attending his 
Majesty made the following Speech to both 
Houses : " 


“© My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« The season of the year, and the dispatch 
ou have have given to the public business, make 
it pruper for me to put an end to this Session; 
aud I make no doubt, but the conduct and be- 
haviour of this parliament, as it has answered 
my expectations, will be equally satisfactory to 

all my guod and faithful subjects, 
“ The support you have given me, ‘in enabling 
meso eflectualiy to make good my engage- 
ments with my Allies, will, I persuade myself, 
have the desired eifect; and when it shall be 
seen, that the allies of the Treaty of Seville 
are not only determined, but in a readiness, to 
execute their mutual engagements, it is very 
much to be hoped, that a geveral pacification 
will be the happy consequence of this just and 

powerful alliance. “ 
«¢ Gentlemen of the Htouse of Commons, 
“TT give you my thanks io particular for 
the Supplies you have raised for the ser- 
t It is a gregt.sa- 


_- 
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tisfaction to me, that yoo have had such a due 

regard for the ease of your fellow-subjects, 

whose welfare and prosperity it shall always be 

my principal care and study to advance and 

promote. : 
* My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“T am very glad, that, for the general satis- 
faction you entered into a particular conmdera- 
tion of the State of the Nation; and it isa 
- great happiness to see, after so many unjust 
and uoreasonable clamours raised with all pos- 
sible art, industry and malice, that upon ma- 
ture deliberation and the most sclemmn debates, 
you were so far from finding any thing worthy 
of blame or censure, that all matters which 
_ Came under your consideration, met with your 
approbation. 

‘This must give all mankind a just detes- 
tation of thuse mcendiaries, who, from a spirit 
of envy »nd discontent, continually labour, by 
scandalous libels,*® to alienate the affections of 
my people, and to fill their minds witb ground- 
ess jealousies and unjust complaints, in disho- 
hour of me and my government, and defiance of 
the sense of both Houses of Parliament. 

“ But I must rely upon your prudence, and 
your concern for the peace and happiness of 
‘your country, to discountenance all such sedi- 
Uous practices, and to make my people sensi- 
ble, that these wicked proceedings can have no 
ether view. or end, but to create confusion and 
distraction among us.” + . 


_ * “The ¢ scandalous libels’ mentioned in the 


King’s Speech were supposed chiefly to allude to- 


the periodical papers entitled *« The Crafisman,” 
SUpported by the ablest political writers of the 
age, Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Pulteney being 
themselves of the number, and in which the 
measures of the .administration were attacked 
‘with equal animosity, wit, and argument. So 
transient, however, is the fame attached to con- 


troversial politics, that this publication, so ad- 


- Bred and celebrated in its day, is already 


Bee fo obscurity and almost to oblivion.” 


sham, 


t “The power of the minister and his fami- 
Js asso far from being diminished, by the out- 
Cty raised against his administration, that bis 
a every day succeeded to the great honours 
ak aces that were vacant in England. His 
ef the bh Horatio Walpole, was made cofferer 
of Ch Ousehold, in the room of the late earl 
masta Mr. Pelham was appointed pay- 
on rof the farces, in the room of Spencer 
=e pPton, now lord Wiluungton, who was made 
| Trevae Of the Privy-Seal, in the room of lord 
council Preferred to be lord president of the 
shamberlai: rd Hervey was appointed vice 
Z ae aio of the household, and sworn into 
Toade he Council. Sir Conyers D'arcy was 
room o eden of the Housebold, in the 
. The dak. € earl of Winchelsea, who resigned. 
AS lor delic Of Dorset succeeded lord Carteret, 
. eatenant of Ireland. ‘The famous lord 


T 
SrTington was at the head of tbe admyralty, 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majesty’s 
command, prorogued the Parliament tothe 14th 
of July. It was afterwards farther prorogued te 
the 21st of January 1731. 7 


FOURTH SESSION 
OF THE 
SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
Or 
GREAT BRITAIN. — 


. : . 4 

The King’s Speech on Opening the Session.}. 
January 21, 1781. The King came to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons attending, 
his Majesty made the following Speech: - 


cS EES 
and the earl of Westmorland was firet commis- 
sioner of trade and plantations, and the earl 
of Chesterfield was made Lord Steward of his 
Majesty’s Housebold. All the offices of lese 
importance, either in the court or the govern- 
ment, or army, went in the same channel. Such 
a flow of favours heaped on one man, could not 
but disgust some old servants of the crown, who 
thought their merits were overlooked, or ag 
least, eclipsed amongst these was Charles, lord 
Townshend, a nobleman of great zeal and actie 
vity forthe Protestant succession. He was a fa- 
vourite with the late King, and esteemed one of 
the of the whig-party. His acknowledged meris 
rendered his resigning the seals, which hedid in 
the month of May this year, very disagreeable 
to many of his Majesty's friends; and though 
no open breach had becn declared between 
him and the minister, yet it was thought by 
the public, he was laid under a kind of necessity 
to take that step. With the seals he also re- 
signed the lord-lieutenancy of the county of 
Norfolk, which was given to his son, as was 
also the place of master of the jewel office. 
His lordship, during the late and the present 
reign, was considered asthe chief conductor of 
foreign affairs, and the minister's enemies con- 
sidered his resignation as being a prelude toa 
total alteration in the ministry. But they were 
deceived, for he was succeeded in the seals, by 
William Stanhope, lord Harrington, whose ex- 
perience in foreign affairs, rendered the resigna- ‘ 
tion of lord Townshend the less alarming ei- 
ther to the public or the minister.” Tindal, . 


“‘ The same day on which the House was pro- 
rogued, Townshend resigned. Lord Harrington 
was appointed Secretary of State, Henry Pel- 
ham Secretary at War, and the Privy Seal was 
given to the earl of Wilmington, on whose as- 
sistance opposition had relied with the most 
perfect security. -In a few months after, he 
was created lord president of the council, which 
high oftice he held till the removal of sir Robert 
Walpole. The charge of foreign affairs naw 
ostensibly devolved on the duke of Newcastle 
and lord Harrington, whose characters form a 
remarkable contrast, though they acted together 
with the utmost cordiality.” Coxe’s Walpole, . 

1 


$31) 
© My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

‘<¢ You cannot but be sensible, that the mer- 
sotes formerly taken, and the conclusion of 
the Treaty of Seville, have prevented and di- 
appointed the dangcrous consequences that 
were so justly apprehended from the Treaty of 
Vienna; and wedo not only see that union 
dissolved, which had alarmed all Europe, but 
the allies of the Treaty of Hanover strengthened 
by the additional power of the crown of Spain. 

« This situation of affuirs gave usa reason- 
able prospect of 9 general pacification, and 
just hopes of seeing the conditions of the 

reaty of Seville complied with, without the 
mecessity of coming to extremities; and no 
endeavours have been wanting, conformalle 
to my engagements with my allies, to obtain 
that bappy end. But this desirable event hav- 
ing been hitherto delayed, the Treaty of Seville 
Jnys an indispensible ubligation upon all the 
contracting parties to prepare for the execution 
of it; and we must be in readiness to perform 
our part, and, by continuing to pursue the pro- 

r measures, convince our all:es, that we will 
shall depend upon us, procure the satisfaction 
due to them, either by such means es shail be 
most eligible, or by such as shall be found 
absolutely necessary. 

“ The present critical conjuncture seems in 
& very particular manner to deserve your atten- 
tion; and you need not be told, with what im- 
patience the resulutions of this parliament are 
every where waited for and expected. 

«“ I am incapable of attempting to influence 
your proceedings by groundless fears and ap- 
preheusions, and as incapable of smusing you 
with vain hopes and expectations; but as the 
transactions, now depending in the severul 
courts of Europe, are upon the point of being 
determined, the greatevent of peace or war 
may be very much affected by your first reso- 
tations. The continuance of that zeal and 
vigour, which you have hitherto shewn, in sup- 
' port of me and my engagements, must, at this 
time, be of the greatest weight and importance, 


both with regard to my allies who cannot | 


thiok their interest and the common capse ileg- 
lected, before the condinons of their treaties 
ate accomplished; and with regard tn those, 
who may be dispused, befure the season of ac- 


tion is come, to prevent, by an acconnodation, | 


the fatal consequences of a general rupture, 
which they will have litle reason to apprebend, 
if they find the allies of Seville not prepared 
to do theinselves justice. | 

“The plan of operations fur the execution 
of the Treaty of Seville by force, in case we 
ehalf be driven to that necessity, is new under 
consideration; and unul the proportions of 
the confederate forces, and the proper disco-~ 
sitions for employing them, vhall be fiuaily ad- 
justed and agreed upon, x wil not be eusy to 
Wetermine how far the expences, necessary for 
the service of the ensuing year, inav, or muy 
not, exceed the provisions made tor the service 
of the last year, | 
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hfelly fulfil our engagements, and, as far as | 


(ea 


“To the mean time, I am persuaded, you 
will goon togive all possible dispatch to the 
public business; aud if it ~hall be necessary, 
[ shall not fail tuask the tarher advice and as- 
sistance of my parliament, according tu the 
circuinstances of public affwrs, and as soon as 
any proper occasion shal: require it. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 

“J will order the proper E-timetes to be 
prepared and luid before you; and I canmake 
20 doubt, but that dutiful regard which yoa 
have always shewn to me and my bonozr, and 
your jast concern for the true interest of your 
country, will induce you to grant me the necee 
sary Supplies, and enable me to make good 
my engagements with my allies, with that 
chearfolness and affection, which becomes s 
British House of Commons, tender and jea- 
lous of the honour of the crown, careful and 
ips pc for the glory and prosperity of the 

om. 


*¢ My Lords and Gentlemen; 

“ The time draws near, which will admit of 
no farther delays. If the tranquillity of Europe 
can be settled without the effusion of blood, or 
the expence of peblic treasure, that sxuaton 


will certainly be most happy and desirable ; 


But if that blessing cannot be obtained, bo- 
nour, justice, and the sacred faith due to solemn 
treaties, will call apan us to exert ourselves, in 
procuring by force what caanot be bad upoa 
just and reasonable termy.” 


_ Debate in the Lords on the Address of 
Thanks | The King being withdrawn, 

Tbe Dukeof Devonshire moved for an Ad- 
dress of Thanks, and to assure his Majesty, 
that they would enable him to make good he 
engageinents : hereupon 

The Lord Carteret moved.for a Clause to be 
added to,tbe Address, viz, Humbly tu beseech 
his Majesty, nut to enter into any measures for 
Carrying on a war against tne emperor on the 
Rhine, or in Flanders, His lordship was se 
— by the earls of Winchelsea and Straf- 
ord. 

To this it was answered by the dukes of New- 
castle and Argyle, That though they knew no 
intention of a war onthe Rhine or the Nether 
lands, yet. the telling the emperor where be 
must Le attacked, and where not, was, io m> 
litary affairs, the greatest absurdity, and would 
rather hinder than forward an acommodator : 
und that when the emperor came to hear of 
the zealous resolutions of the parliament, for 
enabling bis Majesty tu make good his engage- 
ments with bis Allies fur putting in execanoa 
the Treaty of Seville, his Imperial Majesty 
would be thereby induced to comply with the 
conditions thereof, Then the question being 
pat upon the lord Carteret’s mtion, it 
in the negative by 84 against 239. 


The Lorde’ Address of Thanks.] 
the Address, as first moved hy the duke of 
Devonshire, was agreed to: the neues day 
preseuced to his Majesty as follows 3 


After ths, 
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- € Moet Gracious Soversign, 

* We your Majesty’s mos dutiful and loyal 

subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal ia 

tement avecubled, humbly beg leave to re- 
ura your Majesty the Thanks of this House 
for your most gracious Speech from the throne. 

* The many fatal consequences attending 
the Treaty of Vieana, which affected all Eu- 
rope, but more particularly this sation, could 
only have been obviated by dissolving that dan- 
gerous uaion: this the measures furmerly taken, 
end the ocenclusion of the Treaty of Seville, 
have not only accomplished, bat have even join- 
ed one of the great contracting powers of the 
Treaty of Vienna, to the Allies of the Treaty of 
Henover. 

“ Your Majesty having thus laid a sure 
foundation of the public tranquillity, if the just 
conditions of the Treaty of Seville wene com- 
plied with, and having ia pursuance of your 
eagagements with the Allies, used all endea- 
vours to obtain that happy end ; it is highly 
our duty to persevere in that zeal for your Ma- 
jesty’s honour, and the public faith of the na- 
tion, that all the parties of that Treaty, who 
are uader mutual and indispensible obliga- 
tions for the execution of it, may &nd nothing 
wanting on the part of Great Britain, 

* We therefore humbly beg leave to assure 
your Majesty, that the same zeal and vigour, 
which has hitherto appeared in this House, for 
the support of your Majesty and your engage- 
ments, shall continue te be so manifest, in all 
our proceedings, to the contending powers 
abroad, that there shall as little doubt remain, 
to the utmost of our power, of your Majesty's 
being fully enabled in all events to procure 
satiefaction to your Allies, if force should be 
necessary, as there is of your Majesty’s known 
taclination, from a tenderness to your people, 
‘aod concern for the peace of Europe, to pre- 
went by any just accommodation the bad conse- 
quences of a general rupture. : 

_ We shall, in the mean time, give all possible 
Giepatch to the public business, and whenever 
your Majesty shall be graciously pleased to ask 
oer farther ddvice and assistance, this House 
will come to such resolutions as become dutiful 
and faithful subjects, tender of the effusion of 
‘blood, and the expence of public treasure, but 
analterably steady in maintaining the honour 
of the nation. aud the sacred faith due to pub- 
lic treaties; ever mindful that we owe the en- 
joyment of our happy constitution to the settle- 
ment of the crown in your present Majesty’s 
royal family, and contributing all that isin our 
power, that your Majesty may long wear it 
with ease and honour, undisturbed by enemies, 
®t home or abroad.” 


The King's dnswer.] To which his Majesty 
teturned the fullowing Answer: 


“ My Lords, 
“T thank you for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
Gress. Theenabling me to fulfil my engage 
ments with my Allies in all events, will not 


a ein secure and continue to my 


and to assure his 


people the advantages stipulated for them by 
treaties, but may greatly contribute to the ob« 
taining of a general Pacification.” . 


Debate in the Commons om the Address of 
Tkanks.| The Commons being returned to 
their House, Mr. Speaker reported his Majesty's 
Speech, and thereupon a Motion was made for 
an Address of Thanks; “ and to acknowledge 
bis Majesty’s goodness in endeayouring to have 
the Conditions of the Treaty of Seville fulfilled 
and executed, in such manner as might bess 
secure a Pacification, ang be conforme 
able to his engagements with his Allies; to de- 
clere their entire confidence in his Majesty's 
care and concern for the honour and ine 
terests of his people ; and their perfect ree 
liance upon his wisdom and justice, in doe 
ing every thing that ehall depend upon him, 
to procure the satisfaction to his Allies, by 
such means as shall be most desirable, or 
absolutely necessary ; to express their frm reso~ 
lution to continue their utmost zeal and vigour, | 
in support of his Majesty'dnd his engagements 3 
i esty, that they would 
give all ible dispatch to the public busi-~ 
ness, as it should from time to time be brou 
before them ; aad that from e dutifal regard te 
bis Majesty’s honour and dignity, and 9 juss 
concern for the true interest of their country, 
which they should always look upon as indis- 
pensible and inseparable obligations, they 
would grant to bis Majesty sech Supplies as 
should be necessary for the service of the en- 
suing year; and eleetwally enable his Majesty 
to make good his engagements with his Allies : 
and in retura to his Majesty’s goodness, in 
avoiding to bring any unnecessary burthens 
upon his people, to assure his Majesty, that in 
case the circumstances of affairs should oblige 
his Majesty to ask the farther advice and as- 
sistance of that House, they would upon every 
occasion discharge their duty to bis Majesty 
and those they represent, with that cheerful- 
ness and affection which became a British 
House of Commons, tender and jealous of the 
honour of the crown, and careful and solicitous . 
for the glory of the kingdom.” 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Daniel 
Pulteney, Mr. William Pulteney, and sir Wil- 
liam Wyadhem, who were for leaving out most 
part of the motion in order to make the Ad- 
dress general ; and for desiring bis Majesty to | 
take care, that no war should be carried on ia 
Flanders or upon the Rhine. The Arguments 
they offered in support of this Amendment 
were, That according to the ancient Parlia- 
mentary method, all Addresses were general s 
that our ancestors never were so complaisant a 
to declare their sense of things, until the parti- 
culars came regularly before them : that the 
making of an Address interms so particular a 
those now proposed, looked like an inmediate 
determination of all the points likely to come 
before them, which was in effect bringing the 
business of the whole session into the resolves 
of are day, and proceeding to determine with 

3 


335] 


out either proofs or reasons for such determ} 
mations: That the promising now to support 
his Majesty in all his engagements, without 
knowing what those engagements were, seem- 
ed to be determining, that they would support 
him before any reason could be offered for such 
a determination ; for no other reason could be 
offered, than that they were all just and ren- 
sonable, which no man could say before he 
knew what they were: That every gentleman 
an that House,, must remeinber very -well the 
great expence of blood and treasure, which it 
had cost this nation to reduce the exorbitant 
power of France, which by the impolitic mea- 
.sures of former times had been allowed to rise 
to such a height, that it began to threaten the 
liberties of all Europe : that our joining with 
France, and attacking the emperor in Flanders, 
or upon the Rhine, would naturally throw Flan- 
ders and perhaps a part of Germany, into the 
hands of the French ; by which that monarchy 
would again become terrible to Europe: that 
French alliances, through the unfaithfulness of 
that people, and their inveterate malice to us, 
had always proved destructive to the interest and 
trade of this nation ; and the use they had al- 
ways made of a correspondence with us, was to 
encourage arbitrary designs in our princes, and 
that therefore it had generally proved fatal for 
any King, or ministry of England, to enter cor- 
dially into any friendship or correspondence 
with them: that we might learn, from the his- 
tories of former times, what faith could be 
given to French promises or French engage- 
ments: that even at present we may sce, that 
they have taken advantage of the late precari- 
Ous situation of the affairs of Europe, and of 
the confidence we have repnsed in them, and 
from thence have presumed to clear and re- 
store the harbour of Dunkirk, ond to incroach 
upon our settlements inthe West-Indics: that 
from their present management we may judge, 
how much their friendship 1s to be depended 
on; we may see thar we must pay dear for any 
superficial favours they are pleased to vouch- 
safe to us, or to any of our Allies : that pruse- 
cuting a war either in Flanders or upon the 
Rhine, in conjunction with the French, could 
tend to nothing but the ruin of that balance of 
power in Europe, which with ditliculty we had 
at Just established, after a ten years bloody 
and expensive war, crowned with many glorious 
, Victories, and attended with a most: snrprizing 
sticcess : that m the present conjuncture of the 
affsirs of Europe, the halance of power by our 
being beaten might suffer ; by our heing vic- 
torious, it would be entirely destroyed and lost 
perhaps for ever. 

In answer to this, sir Rohert Walpole, Mr. 
Horatio Walpole, lord Hervey. ond sir Wil- 
ham Yonge, urged, That the making of the Ad- 
dress in terms so very general, seemed to he 
shewing a sort of difidence in his Majesty's 
eondact and management: that bis Majesty, 
ever since he came to the throne, had alwavs 
been so careful of the interests of ihe nation, 
that no uember of the Huuse bad any reason 
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to harbour the least suspicion of his Majesty’s 
measures : that asto the other obs of the 
amendinent relating to the war in Flanders or 
upon the Rhine, they agreed, that it was not 
for the interest of Europe, that any part of 
those countries should fall into the hands of the 
French: that bis Majesty would without doubt, 
according to lis wonted prudence, take all 
proper care to prevent any such consequence : 
and thatthe putting such werds into the Ad- 
dress would look like an encroachment upon 
the prerogative of the crown, and a directing 
of the operations of the future war, if any 
should happen, which they boped would not; 
for that they had good reasnp to believe, 
that the measures already concerted would 
produce a pacification: that the principal 
design of the great alliance formed against 
the emperor was to convince him, that if he did 
not come into the peaceable measures proposed 
he would be go powerfully attacked upon all 
sides, that it would be impossible for him to 
resist ; which design would be entirely frus- 
trated, if they should declare at the beginning, 
that he was not to be attacked in Flanders or 
upon the Rhine, tbese being the only two 
places in which he was vulnerable; for that . 
in Italy he could make himself superior to the- 
whole alliance, since he was already in posses- 
sion of that country, and could pour in whas 
troops he pleased by unexpensive land marches, 
whereby he might fill the whole country with 
his numerous body of horse; which, being 
masterotthe open country as well as of all 
the fortified places, he might easily subsist, 
whilst the troopssent by the Allies to attack 
him in Italy, in order to force him to a come 
pliance with the terms of the treaty of Seville, 
must be both transported, and supported by 
sea; it being weil known to all who understand 
any thing of the geography of Italy, that it is 
impossible to force a passage by land into that 
country, when it is provided with a powerful 
and well disciplined army to oppose the entry 
of an enemy : that theretore it would be very, 
impolitic to put any such words into their Ad- 
dress, because it would persuade the emperor 
that the allies had come to a resolution not to 
attack him in Flanders or upon the Rhine, 
which, by taking away all grounds of fear from 
the court of Vienna, would make them prese- 
vere, in refusing to enter‘into any peaceable 
measures : whereby those alliances which had 
been procured with so much expence and 
labour, would be rendered fruitless and of bo 
effect, and consequently a pacification would 
become altogether impracticable. 

Then another Amendment was offered by 
Mr. Wyrdham, member tor Sudbury, vs 
«That they would support his Majesty's Eo- 
‘acements, so far as they related to the inter 
Sestof Great Britain? This Motion was se 
conded by Mr, Pulteney and those gentlemen 
who were for the tirst Amendment : In support 
thereof it was alledged, ‘ That this was agreé> 
“able to the act of settlement, whercby it is ex 
‘ pressly provided ;” Thas this nation sball not 
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“be obliged to enter into a war for the de- 
“fence of any dominions not belonging to the 
*crown.of Great Britain:’ That by virtue of 
this act his Majesty held the crown of these 
realms; and that therefore every clause and 
proviso thereof -was to be exactly observed, 
except in so far as they had been or should 
be altered by parliament; and that there- 
fore the House could not well, by way of 
Address, go any farther than to szy, that they 
would support his Majesty’s engageinents, 
in so far as they related to the interest of Great 
Britain. 

To this it was replied by Lord Hervey, Sir 
Robert Walpole, and those other members, 
who were for the motion as at first proposed, 
‘ That such an expression in their address would 
seem to insinuate that his Majesty had entered 
into engagements that did not relate to the in- 
terests of Great Britain, which would be the 
greatest ingratitude that could be imagined to- 
wards his Majesty, who in all bis measures had 
never shewed the least regard to any thing but 
the interests of Great Britain, and the ease and 
security of the people thereof, as ail those 
who had the honour to serve him could testify, 
and upon their honour declare: that they 
hoped every member of that House was con- 
vinced, that his Majesty never would enter into 
any engagement that was not absolutely ne- 
Cessary for procuring the happiness and insuring 
the safety of his people, and therefore it was 
quite uonecessary to confine the words of their 
Address to sach engagements as related to the 
snterest of Great Britain.” Upon this occa- 

on, 

4 Mr. Heathcote, member for Hindon, snid, 
That with respect to the prerogative, he did not 
think, that the giving of advice to his Majesty 
could ever be called aa interfering with the pre- 
rogative of the crown, since it was the proper 
business of Parliament, which was the King’s 
great council, to advise the crown in all mat- 
ters uf importance; and it was what many par- 
hamenys had done, and what they were always 
obliged to do: that the acting against the em- 
peror, in Flanders or upon the Rhine, was ab- 
solutely destructive to the interest of England, 
and inconsistent with that political maxim of 
maintaining a balance of power in Europe, as 
had been acknowledged by all the gentlemen 
whohad spoke in the debate; therefore he 
thought be had good reason te believe, that no 
Yinister would dare to advise his Majesty 
concur in such a measure; for which reason 
there was no need of advising his Majesty to 
against a measure, which it could not be sup- 
posed he would take: that in order to procure 
the long wished-for peace, it was necessary to 
convince the world, that they would joia 
heartily with his Majesty in all proper measures 
for that end, which they could not more effec- 
tually do, than by shewing an unanimity in 
their resolves at the beginning of the session of 
parliament: that such an unanimity would 
eertainly have its weight abroad, it would en- 
courage our allies, ir would terrify our cnemies, 
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and make both attentive to such proposals as 
bis Majesty should think proper to make ta 
them ; and it would testify to the world their 
zeal for the support of the present happy esta- 
blishment.: That for his part, he looked upon all 
Addresses to be in their own nature general, and 
that no words which could be puc into an Ad- 
dress could any ways influence the future 
resohutions of parliament: He lovked upon 
them only as words of course, and no more ob- 
hgatury than the penal words of a bund, which 
every one knows obliges the debtor to the pay- 
ment of nothing more than the principal suin 
borrowed, with interest and costs of suit: that 
the declaring in the Address, that they would 
support the King’s engagements, necessarily im- 
ples that such engagements do relate to the 
interest of England; and if afterwards it should 
appear, that any one of them did not, he would 
not at all think himself obliged by the general 
words of the Address to approve of, or support 
any such engagement: that he believed he 
should vote tor an Address in the terms as at 
first proposed, but that his voting in that way 
might not be construed so as to anticipate his 
assent to any thing thereafter proposed, he 
thought it properto declare, that by supporting 
his Majesty’s engagements, he neither meant te 
agree to the continuing of the Hessians in the 
pay of Great Britain; nor to approve of sub- 
mitting tamely to the depredations of the 
Spaniards, nor of allowing them to blockade 
Gibraltar ; nor did he approve of submitting 
passively to the incroachments of the French in 
the West Indies; orto the opening.the port 
aod harbour of Dunkirk; nor would he trom 
thenee think himself obliged to approve of any 
measure, which be should not at the time of 
proposing think expedient, and consistent with 


the real and true interest of Great Britain: | 


that by assuring his Majesty, that the House 
would support his engagements, he meant to 
support no other engagements, than such as the 
House should judge to be for the advantage of 
the nation: that for bis part, he was very sure that 
his Majesty would enter into none but such as 
were so; and if it should appear that any other 
sort of engagement had been entered into, he 
would take it to be ap engagement of the Mi- 
nister’s, and not an engagement of the King’s ; 
and consequently that the words of the Address 
did not oblige the House, orany member of the. 
House, to support the same in any manner of 
way. For these reasons, he was of opinion, That 
the Address ought to be in the terms first proe 
posed. 

Sir Joseph Jekyll and several other members. 
declaring that they understood Addresses in the 
same manuer, the question was put, and it pass- 
ed without a division, to address his ead 
in the terms first proposed without avy amend- 
mene. * 


_ * «6 There was a debate upon the address, 
which lasted till nine o'clock, but ended with- * 
out any division. After the motion for the ad- 
dress was firsts moved and seconded, a few 


rs 
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The Commons Address of Thanks.] Here 
upon, a Committee was appointed to draw up 
an Address soo and the same being 
drawn up, and reported next day to the House, 
was agreed to, and presented to his Majesty 
by the whole House as follows: 


“Most Gracious Sovereign ; 

“We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain in Par- 
jinunent sesembled, beg leave to return our sin- 
cere thanks for your Majesty’s most gracioas 
Speech from the throne. ; 

“ We cannot but in gratitude acknowledge 
your Majesty’s goedness, in endeavouring to 

ve the conditions of the treaty of Seville ful- 
filled and executed m such manner as might 
best secure a general pecification, and be con- 
aie to your engagements with your 

1e8, 

“ And out ofa just sense of the blessings we en- 
Joy we tbink it our duty to declare our entire con- 
fidence in your royal care and concern for the 
honour and interest of your people, and our per- 
fect reliance upun your Majesty's wisdom and 

justice, im doing every thing that shall depend 

ppon you to procure the sdtisfaction due to 
your allies, by such means as slrall be most de- 
sirable; or, if they prove ineffectual, by such 
as shall be absolutely necessary. 

* We are firmly resolved to continue our ut- 
fhost zeal and vivour in support of your Majesty 
and your engagements; esteeming this the least 
part of our duty, when we consider, that those 


° 


members made some short specches to declare 
their several opinions, though there was no 
great spirit of opposition, or appearance of any 
having been concerted by the enemy, till sir 
W. Windham got up and made a motion for an 
additional paragraph to the following effect; 
$6 assuring ourselves that his Majesty would con- 
cert such measures with his allies as miglit pre- 
vent a war on the Rhine, or iu the Austrian 
Netherlunds, the preservation of which, im the 
hands of the present possessors, was of such 
consequence to this nation, and had fornerly 
cost us so much blood and treasure.” A motion 
of this kind, half nonsense, and wholly absurd, 
your lordship will easily imagine did not meet 
with great success, but out of complaisauce to 
sir W. Windham it was treated more seriously 
than it deserved. He was supported in it, 
though faintly, by Shippen, Plummer, and W. 
Pulteney, whu made a very long inccherent 
speech, and with no great applause from his 
friends. He began with condemning all the 
treaties thar have been made since the Jate 
king’s accession, except one made this last year 
by the board of Trade with some Indiar kings, 
which he thought must be a good one, and was 
liked by the Indians, for that they had, on that 
eecasivp, entertained the commissioners with 
a song and a dance. He declared, in as 
strong and positive a manner as possible, 
that it was his opinion, the two dutchies of 


Bremen aud Verden had been the foundations 


ts are the effect of your vigilance for 
the welfare of your subjects. 

‘ We assure your Majesty, that we will give 
all possible dispatch to the public business as 
it shall from time to time be brought before uss - 
That as your people feel the happiness of your 
reign, so your Majesty may feel the ease of m - 
And from a dutiful regard to your honour apd 
dignity, and a just cuncern for the true interest 
of our country, which we shall always look upoa 
as indispensible and inseparable obligations, we 
have the greatest satisfaction in assuring your 
Majesty, that we will, with all chearfulness, 
grant such supplies as shall be necessary for 
the service of the ensuing year; and effectually 
enable your Majesty to make good your en- 
gagements with your allies. 

“ Your Majesty’s zoodness to your people is 
very apparent in your avoiding to bring any uune- 
cessary burthens ure them: and itis the least 
return we cap make for it, to assare your Ma- 
jesty, that in case the circumstances of pablre 
affairs shalt oblige you to ask the farther advice 
and assistance of your faithful Commons, we 
will, upon every occasion, discharge our daty 
to your Majesty and those we represent, with 
that cheerfulness and uffiction which become 
a British House of Commons, tender and jea- 
lous for the honor of the crowy, caretul and ses 
licitous for the glosy and prosperity of the king- 
dom.” . 


‘The King’s Answer.] To this his Majesty 
retarned the following Answer ; 


of those bad treaties, all which he would bave 
publicly burnt in the Palace-yard, and were the 
real souree of all the present disputes in Earnpé. 
As to the speech and address, he said, they 
were of a piece with all the others for these 
four or five years pust, and that he could not 
help comparing the orethod that the ministry, 
whom he called a committee of adtinistration 
followed in the drawmg them up at the begin- 
ning of every sessiuns, to a committee of the 
House of Commons, where the Chairrvan sayy 
that they had made some progress, and ashe 
leave to sit again. 

‘¢ Mr. Walpole, after havmg very handsomely 
confuted all that Pulteney had advanced about 
the foreign negotiatrohs, 19 ansrer to thet witty 
simile, said that as the mimister had not yet left the 
chair, they need not avk his (Palteney’s) lexve 
to sitagain. Fom Wyndham, ih order to shew 
a true spirit of patriotism, proposed that, after 
the word ‘ engagements,’ the wurds ‘ s0 fer #8 
‘ they relate to the interest of Great Britsin/ 
should be inserted; but as they were’ equally 
absurd with the frst motion, they met with the 
same fate. This is the substance of the debate 
and as much as I can remember worth troubi: 
your lordship with. Whether the everpy h 
nothing to say, or were not prepared, I knew 
not, bat a more pitiful figere they never madd, 
nor greater joy and triumph ever 
among oof friends.” Thomas Pelhaia ep tie 
Ker] of Wajdegrave: Cone’s Walpets, 


{ ‘ 
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6¢ Gentlemen,” 

“ T return you my hearty thanks for this datiful 
and loyal Address. The zeal and affeetion you 
express fer me, and the assarances you have 
given me of enabling me to make good my ea- 
gagements with my allies, will, | am persuaded, 
have a very good effect at this critical and im- 
portant conjencture.” 


A Bill brought in to prevent Pensioners 
Srom Sitting in the House of Commons.| Fe- 


- bruary 1.’The Commons ordered, of the motion 


ot Mr. Sandys, Thet leave be piven to bring ina 
Bill, for making more effectual the laws in being 
for disabling persons from being chosen Members 
of, or sitting or voting in the Llouse of Communs, 
who have any Pensiun during piexsure, or for any 
humber of years, or any office held in trust for 
them. 

Feb. 2. The said Bill was accordingly 
brought in and read the first time. 


Debate tn the Commons concerning the Hes- 
sian Troops.) Keb. 8. The House, ina grand 
e€omnuittee un the supply, considered of the 
Estimate of the charge of the Hessian ee 
upon which thére ensued a warth debate. 
coantry party were against centinaing those 
troops in our pay, because they apprehended 
that they could fot be of any service to Great 
Britaia, for as we were surrounded ty the 
sea, our fleet was our only real and proper se- 
curity; and therefore we had no use iat the 
maintaining of Standing Armies either at home 
or abroad, more particularly at a time of per- 
fect tranquillity: They alledged, That if the 
apprehension of a war.being speedily to break 
out should be made an argument tor keeping 
foreign troops in our pay, we could never he 
without them ; for Europe never was, nor never 
could be in such circumstances, as that it 
could be said, there was no reason for having 
any apprehension of a war: Tbat many wars 
might happen upon the Continent with which 
we bad nothing to do ; and if we should at any 
time have the misfortune of being involved in 
apy war, it was then time enough to take fo- 
reign troops into cur pay, but till then there 
was no necessity for it, for we should always 
find troops enough in Europe to hire, when- 
ever we had occasion for them : That there- 
fore the keeping of such troops in pay at pre- 
gent, «hén we had no occasion for them, was 
@ wasting of the public money, which every 

who has any regard to the mterest and 
welfare of his native country, ought to prevent 


— @ far as lies m his power. 


Fo this tt was answered by the Courtiets, 
Thee thongt we were disjoined by the sea from 
the continent of Ecrope, yet as long as we had 
any trade of comrmufication with any of the 
couferies upon the Continént, we could rot 
hetp Being involved in some of their quarrels, 
ae well as having quartels of cur own with 
some of them: That by meats of our inffrence 
Bpon tie affairs of the continent we had got a 
grem may advintapes in trade, attd in order 
& mainenin tlivte advantages we had got, fre 


were dbl from time to time to interfere in 
the quarrels among foreign princes: That some . 
of the countries of Europe had so httle comma 

nication with the sea, that they were entirely 
out of the reach of our flect, and therefore, ik 
case they laid the trade of our subjects in their 


dominions under any aan or imconvéee 


niencies, or offered us any other injary or ins 
dignity, we had no other way of righting oy re- 
venging ourselves, but by getting some of their 
powerful neighbours aud rivals upon the cone - 
tinent to engage in our quarrel, which we 
could never procure without engaging in some 
of theirs: Thut this consideration first brought 
on the treaty of Hanover, and obliged us to 
take the Hessian Troops into our pay : That such 
measures prevented the fatal effects of the Treaty 
of Vienna between the emperor and Spain, and 
at last brought about the Treaty of Seville, by 
which Spain was effectually disunited from the 
emperor; but that in order to do this, we were 
obliged to enter into some new engagements 
with Spain, by which we had hound ourselves 
(o see 6000 Spanish troops introduced into Italy, 
to secure the eventual succession of the Infante 
Don Carlos ta the dutchies ut Tuscany, Parma, 
and Placentia: That the Emperor not only re- 
fused to consent amicably to the mtroduction of 
those Spanish troops, but had filled Italy with his 
troops, in order to repel the Spaniards by 
force, in case we and our allics offered to in- 
troduce them without bis consent: That we 
had already seen the good effects of having 
those Hessian troops in our pay; and the con- 
tinuance of them might probably bave such an 
influence upon the Ewperur, as at last to ine 
duce him to agree to ressonable terms; 
whereas, if we should now dismiss them, it 
would free the Empcror from all fears of being 
attacked upon that side: That thereupon he 
would become more obstinate, and his obstt 
nacy would certaluly involve Europe in a ge- 
neral war, which would cost us a great many 
millions ; so that they could not but look upon 
dismissing the Hessian troops, at this time, as a 
very unrea-onable and foolish picce of thrift, 
because we thereby run the great risk of losing 
nuihions, tor the suke of saving a year’s subsidy 
to those troops. 

Then the question being put, it was resolved, 
“ That 241,259/, 18. 3d. be granted to his Ma 
jesty, for detraying the expence of 12,008 
Hessians taken into his Majesty’s pay, for the | 
service of the year 1731.” 


A Petition from several Bristol Merchant 
truding to America, complaining of the Spanish 
Depredutions.| Feb. 6. A Petition of the Met- 
chants and other traders of the City of Bristol, 
trading to his Majesty's colonies in Ameritas, 
was presented to the House, complaining of 
the great interruptions of their trade to tie 
gaid colonies, and the Depredations of the 
Spaniards for several years past: who, ot- 
Withstanding the Resolutions of that Hog, 
atrd his Majesty's endeavours to obtain for his 
subjects just aud reasonable satnfaetion, if 

3 ‘ 
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¢ontinued their depredations, and had lstely | 


aaken and plundered several ships and vessels 
delonging to Bristol and other British ports, 
and had treated such as had fallen into their 
hands in a very barbarous and cruel manner, 
and therefore praying the consideration of the 
House, and such timely and adequate remedy 
as to the House should seem iit. 

This Petition was referred to a Committee of 
the whole House. 


Debate concerning. the Subsidy to the Duke 
of Wolfenbuttel.} Feb. 10. The Commons 
resolved itself into a Committee of the whole 
House, to consider farther of the Supply granted 
to his Majesty, when a Dcbate arose about the 
Subsidies payable to the duke of Wolfenbuttel. 
The Country Party insisted that all those Sub- 
gidies were of no service t» Great Britain ; and 
that they were paid only for the sake of pro- 
tecting his Majesty’s foreign dominions, which 
was contrary to the following clause in the Act 
of Settlement; viz. ‘ That in case the crown 
* shall come to any person nota native of Eng- 
€ Jand, this nation shall not be vbliged to a war 
“in defence of dominions not belonging to this 
crown.’ Tothis the Courtiers answered, That 
all the quarrel we had with the Emperor was 
upon account of the interest and trade of Eng- 
Jand, and not at all on account of any of his 
Majesty’s foreign dominions; so that if they 
should be involved in a war, it would be so far 
from involving Great Britain in any war upon 
account of them, that the case would be di- 
rectly the contrary; they would be involved 
in a war for defence of the trade and commerce 
of Great Britain: that since we had a quarrel! 
with the Emperor, who was a very powerful 
prince upon the continent, we had ‘no way of 
revenging this quarrel, but by engaying as 
many princes upon the continent as we could 
on our side; and that therefore it was neces- 
sary to continue those subsidies till we could 
bring the Emperor to our terms. 

Then the question being put, the Committee 
agreed to the continuing of this Subsidy, and 
resolved, That the suin of 25,000/. be granted 
to his Majesty, for one vear’s Subsidy to the 
duke of Brunswick Lunenburgh Wolfenbuttel. 


Petitions against the Proceedings ut Law be- 
ing in Eating Feb. 11. Two Petitions were 
presented tu the Commons, frum the quarter- 
sessions of the peace held for the East and 
North Ridings of Yorkshire, complaining, 
“¢ That the obliging Grand-Jury-Men, at the 
sessions of the peace, to make their present- 
ments in a language, which few of them under- 
stood; and the suffering in any of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Courts of Justice, or in any of 
the transactions of the Law, whereby the per- 
son or property of the Subject may be affected, 
the use of a Language not intelligible aid of a 
_ ebaracter not legible, but by the Learned in 
* the Law, were great oceasions ef the delay of 
Justice, and gave roum to most dangerous 
Frauds: That Special Pleadings, by their in- 
teicacy and diletoriness, rendered the prosecu- 
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tion of the Rights of the Subject difficult aod 
expensive: That tue Recovery of small Debts, 
as the law then stood, was impracticable, and 
the number of Attornies excessive; and pray- 
ing the House to take these Grievances into 
consideration, and to give such remedy as to 
the Ilouse shall seen: meet.” 

These Petitions were ordered to be referred 
to a Comnuittee. 


The Pension Bill passes the Commons.] Feb, 
17. The Pension Bill was read the third time 
aud passed; and Mr. Sandys was ordered to 
carry it to the Lords. 


Debate in the Lords on the Bill against 
Pensioners sitting in the House of Commons.) 
Feb. 20. A Bill from the Commons ‘ For 
‘ making more effectual the Laws in being for 
‘disabling Persons from being chosen Mein- 
‘ bers of, or sitting or voting in the House of 
‘Commons, who have any Pension during 
‘ pleasure, or for any number of years, or any 
‘ ofices holden in trust for them, by obliging 
‘ persons hereafter to be chosen to serve for 
‘the Commons in parliament tu take the oath 
‘therein mentioned,’® was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time on the 
2nd of March. 


* The following is a copy of the said Bill: 


«“ May it please your most Excellent 
Majesty, 

“ That it may be enacted, and be it enacted 
by the King’s most excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and cunsent of the Lords spi- 
ritual and temporal, and Commons in this 
present parliament assembled, and by the au- 
thority of the same, That trom and after the 
24th day of June, 1731, no person who sbalb 
he elected a member to serve in the House of 
Commons, shall vote or sit in the said House, 
during any debate there, after their Speaker is 
chosen, until such member shall from time to 
time, and in manner following, first take the 
oath hereinafter mentioned, and subscribe the 
same in a parchment roll, to be provided by 
the clerk of the House of Commons for that 
purpose, viz. 


‘¢¢] A. B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, 
‘that I have not directly or indirectly, : any 
‘ pension during pleasure, or for any number 
‘of years, from the crown, nor any office in 
‘ part, or in the whole, from the crown, held 
* for me, or for my benefit, by any person what- 
‘soever: And I do solemnly and sincerely 
‘promise and swear, that I will not receive, 
‘ accept, or take, directly or indirectly, during 
‘the time of my being a member of this par- 
‘ hiament, any pension durihg pleasure, or for 
* any number of years, or any otber gratuity or 
‘reward whatsoever, or avy office from 
‘crown, to be held for me, or fur my benefit, 
‘in part, or in the whole thereof, by any per- 
‘son whatsoever, without signifying the same 
‘to this House, within fourteen days after [ 
‘bave received or accepted the same, if the 
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' Accordingly the Bill, being then read a se- 
cond time, occasioned a gfeat debate. The 
_ dakes of Newcastle and Argyle, and the earl of 
Hay, who opposed the Bill, urged, That in 
case such a Bill should pass into a law, it would 
not be in the power of the crown to reward 
those who had done signal services to the 
public, without at the same time disabling 
them to serve their country as members of the 
House of Commons, which was most unreason- 
able ; for a man who had before served the 
public so well, as to deserve not only the thanks 
ofthe people, but a reward from the crown, 
was in theiropinion the most proper person to 
be entrusted by the people in Parliament: that 
many of those posts that are for life required so 
close an attendance, that the persons who en- 
joyed them could not stay for any time at Lon- 
don, or attend the business of parliament ; 
and that there were many other places, the 
sense of which were by the laws then in 

ing disabled from being members of the 
House of Commons: That the variety of the 
public business made it necessary to employ so 
many gentlemen of character and education, 
that it was not in the power of the crown to 
provide sufficient rewards for all those who had 
served the public faithfully in their respective 
stations, without giving Pensions to some, till 


‘ parliament be then sitting, or within fourteen 
‘ days after the next meeting of the parliament. 
_£ So help me God.’ 
~ & Which said oath shall be in this and every 
succeeding parliament, solemnly and publicly 
taken and subscribed by every such member of 
the House of Commons, at the table in the 
middle of the said House, at the same time 
that he takes the other oaths by law directed 
to be taken, whilst a full House of Commons 
is there duly sitting with their Speaker in his 
chair. 

‘© Aod be it further enacted; That if any 
member so taking the oath, and subscribing as 
before directed, shall, at the time of the taking 
the said oath, have any pension during plea- 
sure, or for any number of years, or any uffice 
from the crown, in part, or in the whole, held 
ia trust for him, or for his benefit, or shall, 
during his being a member of parliament, ac- 
Cept, receive, or take any pe during plea- 
sure, or for any number o 
gratuity or reward whatsoever, or any office in 
part, or in the whole, to be held for him, or for 
his benefit, from the crown, without siguifying 
the same to the House, as aforesaid, such mem- 
ber shall be, and. is hereby adjudged and de- 
clared to be guilty of wilful and corrupt per- 
jary, and being thereof convicted by due course 
of law, shall tocur and suffer the pains and 
penalties which by the laws and statutes of this 
realm are inflicted in cases of wilful and cor- 
rupt perjury, and shall from thenceforth be in- 
capable of taking, holding, or enjoying any of- 
fice whatsoever. 

‘© And be it further enacted, That if any 
merober elected as aforesaid, sball refuse or 
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an opportunity offered for providing better fop 
them ; and it would be hard to exclude any 
man, from serving his country in parliament, 
only because the crown, which was the distri- 
buter of public rewards as well as punishments, 
had shewn a due sense ofhis past services; That — 
such a method would be a depriving the public 
of its most faithful servants, which would tend 
to the destruction of the commonwealth in 
general, instead of contributing to the suppore 
of the liberties of the people. 

They further said, That they could find no 
sufficient provision in the Bill then before them 
for preventing Bribery and Corruption, which 
was the evil they intended to guard against ; 
fur no good man would tnke a bribe from any 
Minister with an intention to betray his coun- 
try; any man that would do so must be an aban- 
doned wretch, andevery one kuew how little 
regard such men had for any declaration upon 
oath, where no witnesses could be brought to 
prove the contrary of what they swore: so that, 
in their opinion the Bill as it then stood might 
give occasion for a great deal of perjury, with 
out contributing in the least to prevent the 
evil it was intended against; and therefore 
they could not but be againsta Bill, which they 
foresaw might doa great deal of mischief, with- 
out doing the least good. 


neglect to take and subscribe the oath as be- 
fore directed, the place for which such mem- 
ber was elected, is hereby, witbout any other 
conviction or proceeding, declared void fo all 
intents and purposes, as if such member was 
naturally dead. 

‘‘And be it further enacted, That in case © 
any member shall presume to sit or vote in the 
House of Commons, after the Speaker is cho- 
sen, without taking and subscribing the oath 
herein before mentioned, such member shall. 
forfeit the sum of 302. for each day he sbgll sit 
and vote as aforesaid, to be recovered and 
received, with full costs of suit, by him or them © 
who shall sue for the same, and to be prose- 
cuted by any action, suit, bill, plaint, or in- 
formation, in any of his Majesty’s courts of 
record at Westminister, whereia no essoin, 
protection, wager of law, or more than one 
imparlance shall be admitted or allowed ; 
and shall from thenceforth be incapable of 


taking, holding, or enjoying any office or em-_ 


ployment of profit or trust under his Majesty, 
bis heirs or successors. ° 
“Provided always, and it is hereby de- 
clared and enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That no peran shall be made liable 
to any disatility, incapacity, forfeiture or 
penalty by this act laid or imposed, unless 
prosecution be commenced within one year 
next after the dissolution, or other determi- 
nation of the parliament in which such dis- 
ability, incapacity, forfeiture, or penalty shall, 
be incurred ; or, in case of a prosecution, 
unless the same be carried on without wilful . 
delay, any thing herein contained to the coa- 
trary notwithstanding.” 


- 


847) PARL. HISTORY, 4 Georce 


The Bishop of Bangor spoke against the 
Bill. His lordship aliedged, That though this 
Bill at first sight seemed to be a Self-denying 
Bill ; and, to some particular members might 
perbaps prove 80: yet he suspected the Com- 
yaons, considered as a House of Parliament, 
would find in it a very great enlargement of 

ower: That whatever tends to break the ba- 
ance between the powers essential to this con- 
stitution, must sooner or later prove the ruin of 
the whole, that an independent House of Com- 
mons, or an independent Louse of Lords, was 
as inconsistent with our constitution, as an in- 
dependent, that is, absolute King : That who- 
ever loves the liberties and laws of his country, 
would no more desire to see one than the other. 
Let Bribery be punished, added his lordship, 
‘lee Corruption be punished, but not by giving 
so much strength to one power of this con- 
stitution as shall make it able to overbear 
the rest. ® 


re cn I ELSE 

* The above Speech made a great nvise in 
the town, and gave occasion to so many reflec- 
tions thereon, as well ludicrous as serious, that 
some friends of the Bishop thought proper to 
vindicate him, in the following Letter published 


“an.the Daily Post-Boy, May 7, which may be 


looked on as a sort of counterpart to the Pro- 
test of the Lords : 


“ Extract of a Letter from Cambridge, to 
a Gentleman at London, dated April 27, 
1731, relating to the Pension Bill. 


“‘Tfa great appearance of zeal against Bri- 
bery and Corruption were a certain sign of io- 
tegrity, I should felicitate you apon your pre- 


sent state of purity. But he who cries ‘ stop 


thief’ loudest, is not always the honestest man 
inthe crowd. Knaves dere not, and honest 
men will not defend Corruption; and hence 
comes the general consent in such cases, 

'« But the present question is not, Whether 
Bribery is a bad thing, or no? Which neither 
the honest or dishonest part of the nation will 
dispute with you. The single point is, Whe- 
ther the method proposed to stop Bribery, be 
an effectual method, and consistent with our 
oonstitution ? 

“‘ To clear this to myself, and to know upon 
what grounds some of uoblemisbed characters 
opposed a late bill, commonly called, ‘ A Bill 

inst Bribery and Corruption;’ I got with 
with some difficulty one of the printed Bills, 
with the blanks filled up. As I had heard that 
it related to places, pensi.ws, and all ‘ rewards 
and gratuities whatever’ from the crown, I 
read it in full expectation of finding every 
member of the House of Commons ade inca- 
able of taking or receiving in his own name, or 
in trust, any place, pension, reward or aay 
whatever. But to my very great surprre, 
‘found nothing like it. The Bill creates no new 
incapacity; and, had it passed into a law, any 
inember, notwithstanding, might have taken 
any reward, or apy gratuity fram the crown, 


Dust Come im question ; 
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sisted much the dangers accruing from 
Bribery and ion; they shewed that the 
Roman Commoa-wealth bad been 


rained, and that the Roman emperors governed 
as arbitrarily and tyrannically, with consent 
and approbation of the Roman Senate, by the 
rmeeans of Bribery and Corruption, as if there 
had been no Senate atall: That the endes- 
vouring to prevent corrupting the members of 
the House of Commons was doing po injury, or 
offering any affront to the crown; bet, upon 
the contrary, it was providing for the honour 
and safety of the crown, for it was not to be 
supposed that the crown would ever bribe or 
corrupt the members of the House of Commons: 
That that House was the grand iaquest of the 
pation, from whom the crown was to receive 
information of all the Complaints and demands 
of the people: That the safety of the crown 


which he could obtain. How, then, are Bri- 
bery and Corruption shut out ? 

‘© All that I can find in the Bill is this: 
Every member of the House of Commons is to 
swear to this effect, ‘ That he will not direotly, 
‘nor indirectly, take or receive any reward or 
‘ gratuity’ (I will confine myself to this part of 
the Bill) ‘ from the crown, during the time of 


§ his being a member: or, that if he does re- 


‘ celve any gratuity or reward, he will declare 
‘it to the House of Commons within fourteen 
‘days. If any member neglects or refuses to 
‘ take this oath : or, if taking a gratuity or re- 
‘ ward afterwards, he does not declare it to the 
‘ House, he is made subject to the pains and 
‘ penalties of perjury, &c.’ (The same provi- 
sion extends to Places and Pensions.) 

‘¢ The whole, you see, comes to this: The 
members may take what rewards, what gratui- 
ties they please, provided they declare what 
they take within fourteen days to the House of 
Commons, | 

‘“ You, and every man must naturally ask, 
what isto be done in consequet:ce of this de- 
claration? To this question I can give Bo po- 
sitive answer ; for here the Bill stops short, and 
gives not the least intimation of the use to be 
meade of this declaration: And yet can it be 
thought that no uee is to be made of it, aod 
that the whole Bill means nothing ? 

st Consider then, whatever use is to be made, 
it must be by the House of Commons enly. 
There the declaration is to be made. And it 
would, I suppese, be a breach of privilege for 
any person in this kingdom to take cognizance 
of what passes there. Besides, the use must 
be discretionary and arbitrary; for there 1s BO- 
thing in the Bill to direct, much less te jiwst 
the use to be made of this declaration. Sup- 
pose now any House of Commons hereafter 
should refer tle consideration of all such decla- 
rations to the Committee of Elections, there 
the merit of the person who receives, the view 
and design of the crown who gives the reward, 
and though they should 
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depended upon the affections of the people, and 
it being impossible to preserve their affections, 
without a thorough Lnowledse of their com- 
plaints and desires, it was therefore for the in- 


be judged of there, and determined with the 
saine honour and justice (and I make no doubt 
bat they would) that elections are, yet never- 
theless I fear the consequence of erecting such 
& judicature would be injurious to the consti- 
tation. 

‘¢ We have had several laws to render per- 
sons under certain circumstances incapable of 
offices of trust; but in all such cases, the inca- 
pacity rests upon the subject ; the honour and 
dignity of the crown are saved, and not ex- 
posed to the censure and judginent of the peo- 
ple: I remember no law that leaves the crown 
at hberty to give, and sets up a judicature to 
condemn or approve the gift.{| I apprehend 
such a power in the subject to be absolutely 
Inconsistent with our constitution; and that it 
is every where a branch of the supreme power ; 
and that wherever it is placed, it must necessa- 
tily draw the supreme power to it. We have 
instances in our own history, when’ powers of this 
sort have been assumed; but never, I think ,with- 
out ending in the ruin of the crown. Once too 
the House of Lords, by this and like me- 
thods, lost their very being ; and is it to be 
wondered at, if they are jealous of every ap- 
Proach, every tendency to the same power in 
the House of Commons. 

“You may think, perhaps, that I carry this 
matter too far; and that the Commons could 

ve no such meaning as this. - I am as willing 
to think honourably of the Commons of Great 
_ Britain as you are. But consider 
_ * Laws are not to be made upon a presump- 
tion that men will be so honest as not to abuse 
' them; nor is it enough to say, that they who 
she on the law, mean no harm by it. It must 

considered, not only what is intended by a 
law at present, but also what use may possibly 

made of it hereafter. 
pretend to say, that no House of Commons 
hereafter will ever ground any partial proceed- 
_ ings on this Bill? And if any House of 
Commons should, who can hinder them? 
It will’ be too late to complain, when the case 
happens; which, whenever it happens, will be 
remediless. In some instances it may be 
right to pass laws in hopes of good success, and 
with a view of repealing them, if they should 
not answer the end proposed : But, in the pre- 
sent case, where the consequence to be feared 
8 anew power unknown to our constitution ; 
a kind of supreme judicature to arise.in the 
House of Commons; if such consequence 
should prove real, how shall the evil be cured ? 
Do you think the law would be easily repealed? 
hat the Commous would consent to give up 
the power, after they had found what strength 
1 gave them? I am afraid not: And there- 
fore Bills of this kind are not to be passed to 
try experiments; or wpon probable presump- 
wons that they may not be abuseds For should 

Vex. VII. 
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And can any man’ 
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terest of the crown, that the- channel, through 
which such information: was to be conveyed, 
should remain pure and incorrupt. | 

They said, that Bribery and Corruption were 


the experiment miscarry, and the presumption 
fail, it might prove fatal‘to the constitution, 
and be an evil never to. be removed. 

‘“‘ Consider farther, if this power should ever 
be allowed, tow far it will extend. It must go 


‘to ‘all rewards and gratuities whatever,’ re- 
ceived directly or indirectly, by any member of . 


the House of Commons. I think there is no- 
thing in the power of the ciown, to give or 
grant, but may be taken in under these gene- 
ral words. There are great offices in the 
kingdom, which, as the law now stands, do 
not disqualify those who hold them from sitting 
in the House of Commons. But if you consi- 
der them as rewards or gratuities given by the 
crown, (and what shall hinder their being so 
considered ?) they must be affected by this Bill, 
and they who hold them, made subject to such 
scrutiny and discretionary judgment, as shall 


at any time, in consequence of this Bill, be - 


exercised in the House of Commons. 
“ Tf the relation uf a member is advanced to 


any office, it may be construed as a reward, in- 


directly at least, to the member, and he made 
answerable to the House under the suspicion of 
Bribery. And, considering how numerous the 
relations of the best families are, how often the 
subject stands in need of the favour of the 
crown for the pardon of offences, for the remit- 
ting of fines or forfeitures, for renewing leases, 
grants, patents, and the like; it will always be 
in the power of a majority to fix the guilt of 
Bribery upon those who are not in their fa- 


vour, and either to turn such members out as_ 
corrupt men, or by the terror of such usage 


make them subservient to their own ends. 


““ There is little difference between a power 
to give places, and a power to approve or dis- . 


approve the gift of them by another. ' What 
must this power be in the hands of the Com- 
mons, joined to the sole right they claim of 


giving money, to the right of determining all” 


disputed elections, to the right of calling tu ac- 


count every minister and ofthcer in the king-' 


dom, and to many other powers now and an- 
ciently exercised by the Commons? Must 
they not grow too great to be controuled or 
checked by the other branches of the legisla- 


ture? And may they not in such a plenitude | 


of power, think the House of Lords to be 


(what in such a case it probably would be) of | 


no use? Should a republican spirit ever pos- 
sess a House of Commons, invested with such 


uncontroulable power, (and what has been, 


may be again) how long could our ancient con- 
stitution, on which our religion, liberties and 
properties depend, subsist? 

“¢ Upon this view, which I have given you of 
the Bill, and its consequences, it will not be 
hard for you to apply properly the words of a 
learned prelate, (one too long, and too well 
known in this university, to be suspected here 
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never to be dreaded, nor would ever be put in 
practice but by princes of an arbitrary and ty- 
rannica] disposition, or by wicked ministers 
who were resolved to plunder the nation, and 
would therefore give hundreds to such as would 
stoop to be their tools and agents, in order that 
they might squeeze thousands from the people: 
none but such wicked men would ever endea- 
vour to bribe any man, or to prevail upoo him 
to betray his trust; against such the peuple 
oaght always to be upon their guard; by such 
even this nation bad suffered, and therefore 
they had the more reason to take all possible 
care to prevent the like for the future: That 


‘though this Bill should pass into a law, the 


crown would stil bave power enough to reward 
those who had deserved well of their country ; 
for there were Sinecure places enough in the 
kingdom, of honour and profit for life, to re- 
ward all those who had done any real service 
to their country, unless it was to be supposed, 
which they hoped would never be the case, that 
every man was to have a reward, who voted in 
parliament which ever way the ministers of the 
crown pleased to direct him; But that in case 
there should be any deficiency, the crown had 
it in their power to give such reward as they 


i ed 
to be @ pleader for Bribery and Corruption) 
and to see upon what foundation, the appre- 
hension therein expressed of an independency 
to accruc from this Bill, to the House of Com- 
mons, was grounded. As you may not perhaps 
have the said words at hand when you receive 
this Letter, B have transcribed them for you, 


. from the paper in which they were lately com- 


municated to the public. 

“** For though this Bill at first sight seems 
‘ to be a self-denying Bill; and to some parti- 
‘cular members may perhaps prove so: Yet 
‘the Commons, considered as an House of 
€ Parliament, will find io it, I suspect, a very 
* great enlargement of power. And whatever 
* tends to break the balance between the powers 
* essential to this constitution, must sooner or 
‘later prove the ruin of the whole. An inde- 
‘ pendent House of Commons, or an inde- 
* pendent House of Lords, is as inconsistent 
* with our constitution, as an independent, that 
‘1s, absolute King. And whoever loves the 
‘ liberties and laws of his country, will no more 
‘desire to see one than the other. Let Bri- 
* bery be punished, let Corruption be punished, 
‘but not by giving so much strepgth to one 
‘ power of this constitution, as shall make it 
* able to over-bear the rest.’ 

‘* IT am well assured, these were the very 
words spoken by the Bishop. What think you, 
Sir, are they either empty sounds, or capable 
of the wicked construction that has been put 
upon them? I am, &c.” 

‘ Several answers to this Letter have been 
published, and a great deal said against it in 
ae conversation ; the sum of which is, that 

Sribery and Corruption is a crime so heinous 
and so pernicious, that no man will set up 
Openly to detend it, or tu oppose any method 
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. Lords, they leave to every uncorrupted ° 
‘judge: Even this power, small as it is, if it ha 
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thought proper, by granting a Pension for life 
to the person who had done any sigaal service | 
to the public, without subjecting him to any of 
the forfeitures or disabilities in that Bill or any 
former law contained; and those who had done 
any such signal service deserved a provision for 
life, in case they stood in need of it, and not to 
be left depending for their daily bread apon the 
whim of a minister or favourite. 

That as to the method for preventing Bribery 
and Corruption proposed by the Bill then before 
them, they wished that any method more effec- 
tual could be contrived, but its not being in ther 
power to contrivea method, which might be call 
ed an effectual and absolute bar to the great 
evil of Bribery and Corruption, was no reason 
why they should refuse the method that was, or 
any method that could be proposed: That 
were sorry to find the sanctity of Oaths so mu 
ridiculed and neglected, as they feared they 
were in the present age; but they hoped # 
could be no crime in them to lay a man under 
the necessity of being guilty of perjury, before 
he could be guilty of the other crime of betray- 
ing his country: Few men, they said, became 


that is proposed for preventing it; but that 
those, who are secretly for supporting and ea- 
couraging Bribery and Corruption, gire it @ 
pretty new name, and call it a necessary de- 
pendence, in favour of which new name the 

use all the arguments they can invent, sleet 
they are conscious to themselves, that the most 
infamous crime cf Bribery is couched under 
what they call necessary dependence; and 
when any method is proposed for preventing 
their favourite vice, they endeavour to find out 
some hobyoblin or another privately lurking 
the metliod proposed, with which they eadete 
vour to frighten people out of their wits. 

“ ‘Thus they say this Letter Writer has found 
out, that the House of Commons endeavoured 
by this Bill to grasp at a power, which 1n ume 
would have made them supreme over the House 
of Lords as well as the crown; though from 
the very words of the Bili itself it will appear, 
as they sav, to every in:partial reader, that the 
House of Commons neither did acquire, nor 
could from any thing contained in this Bill, 
assume any other power, than that of putting 
the ozch or receiving the declaration ; and 
whether such a power could make that House 


so terrible to the crown, or to the hlouse of 
man to 


been obtained, might perbaps they say have 
made that House terrible to an ill designing 
prince, or a knavish minister; Jt was the glory 
of the English constitution that it had always 
been so, and it was thé aim of that Bill, that it 
should always continue to be the terror of as 
pring princes, and the scourge: of rapacicus 
ministers, While that House conunues to be “ 
our constitation is preserved, but as soon as . 
loses that noble quality, 3 will hecome en 
cable, and our happy constitution will be at 


end.” Boyer’s Political State. © 
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at once wholly abandoned, and the horror of 
being guilty of a false oath might perhaps have 
more weight with some men, than the horror of 
being guilty of a breach of trust, which is a 
crnme of such a nature, that the guiit of it is 
not always apparent at the time it is commit- 
ted: That even the most wilful betrayers of 
their country are seldom sensible uf the fatal 
consequences of theit treachery, till they find 
themselves involved in the ruin that they have 
brought upon their country. 

The Earl of Strafford said, That though some 
men might be hardy enough to declare a falsity 
upon oath, where there wag no man present, 
who, as they thought, krew the contrary, yet, 
he believed, no man would have assurance 
enough to declare upon oath, that he had no 

ension, in the very face of the man who paid 

im his money, and who, upon hearing such a 
declaration, must know and must think him a 
most abandoned villain; for no man could well 
bear to be thought or known a downright vil- 
lain even by his greatest enemy, and far Iess b 
his bosom friend And, in answer to the bistop 
of Bangor’s argument, his lordship urged, That 
he was as far as any man froin having the least 
thought of weakening that legal dependence, 
which each of the branches of our constitutjon 
had upon the other two, nor could they find 
any such tendency in the Bill before them : 
what they were for, and what every good Chris- 
tian must be for, was all that was ur could be 
iotended by that Bill, and that was to prevent 
any pernicious and corrupt dependence of the 
House of Commons upon the servants or mi- 
nisters of the crown: He insisted, That there 
was no clause in that Bull, that could ever give 
Occasion to the House of Commons to assume 
any new or extraordinary power: That though 
it was provided by the Bill, that any member 
refusing to take the oath therein mentioned, 
should, by such refusal, forfeit his seat in par- 
liament » it was only subjecting the member to 
& forfeiture, but giving no new power to the 

Ouse, except that of administering the oath; 
for if the member had no Pension, he might 
freely take the oath, and if he had such pen- 
sion, he was by former laws declared incapable 
of having a seat in parliament; so that all that 
was pew in this Bill was only a new method of 
discovering whether or no a man was capable 
of being a member by the standing laws of the 
realm: That as tothe ether pat of the Bill, 
whereby a member is obliped to declare to the 
rds when he receives any Gratuity, &c. from 

€ Crown, the House of Commons had no new 
Power given them by the Bul, tut only the 
Power of receiving such declaration ; for at the 
earl he had received from the crown 

; neee oe bin from continving a member 
Clauseiack oo the House could not, by any 
Canin = Bll, proceed to determine that to 
Shines oe was not declared so by 
y law ee aws; aud whether a man be 
er, was alwa fay incapacity of being a mem- 
ae | under the prover cognizance of 
2 aud Could not beloug to any other 

x 


judicature whatever: That it was not ible 
that ever the House of Commons could, from 
any words in that Bill, assume a power of judy- 
ing or determining whether any person receiv- 
ing a gratuity from the crown, deserved such a 
gratuity dr no; or that they could draw any 
other consequences from such a declaration, 
but only to determine, whether the accepting of 
such a gratuity or reward came under any of 
the disabling laws in being; and without such 
declaration, ‘wherever the House could prove 
that any man accepted of an office or gratuity, 
which subjected him to any legal incapacity, 
they were the judges, and could declare his 
seat in parliament vacant by the laws formerly 
enacted: so that in this case also all that was 
intended by the Bill then before them was, « 
new method of discovering whether any of their. 
members had fallen under the description of 
any of the former laws for disabling persons 
from sitting or voting in the House of Com- 
mons: That these disabling laws were certainly 
thouglt reasonable, otherwise they would have 
been repealed: That the Incapacities intro- 
duced by these laws were necessary for the 
preservation of our constitution; and if the 
methods formerly provided were not sufficient 
for discovering of those incapacities, new me- 
thods must be contrived, which was the only 
intention of the Bill then before them. 


The Pension Bill: rejected by the Lords.} 


The debate being over the question was put, 


That the Bill be committed; which was re- 
solved in the negative. Then the question be- 
ing put, That the said Bill be rejected; it was 
resolved in the affrmative.® 


* « The opposition, during the recess of 
parliament, having perceived a great ferment in 
the nation, upon the rejection of the Pension 
Bill, resulved to repeat the experiment this ses- 
sion. The motion was introduced with great 
solemnity, and after passing with very little 
opposition through the House of Commons, 
was sent to the Huuse of Peers, where it was 
thrown out. The then bishop of Bangor 
despising popular prejudices, and founding his 
speech upon the true principles of reason and 
the English constitution, had the courage to 
Strip the motion of its masque of popularity, 
and expose its bad tendency to the view of the 
House. 


* Icis certain, that the reverend prelate con-. 


snited the lights of his own understanding,experi- 
ence and reading, more than he did the mis- 
taken, but general sentiments of the public, 
who took hold of bes pleading against the ine 
dependency of the two Huuses upen the crown, 


as if be meant that they ought to be depen- - 


dent upon the minister. But it is plain trom 
the whole of his speech that he meant no more 
by the word independency, than that relation 
which the constituuon prescribes to exist 
amongst all the constituent parts of the legisla- 
ture, and which, if dissolved, the ruin of all 
must be the consequence, because it never 


‘ 
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Protest thereon. | 


s¢ Dissentient’, 

1. “ Because the Reasons which were en- 
tered on our Journals last session*® for the 
commitment, and against the rejecting of this 
Bill, can, in our judgment, have nothing of 
weight said against them, as we think they 
want little to be added to them ; though they 
seew to us to be strengthened on this occasion, 
Jest our second refusal to concur with the 
House of Cominons in what solely regards their 
own members, and without any arguments of- 
fered to thew in a parliamentary way for that 
refusal, should be looked upon by them as un- 
kind, if not unprecedented treatment; and 
should, in the opinion of many disinterested 
lovers of our ancient frame of government, tuo 
justly create in them a resentment that might 
ae 

could be dissolved, unless one Hluuse shvuuld 
arrogate to itself powers incunsistent, not only 
with the general plan of public welfare, which 
the constitutiun Jays down, but with that exe- 
cutive power which it vests in the crown, 
and without which, all operations of govern- 
ment ceuse. 

“ [t must, however, be admitted, that his lord- 
ship happened to make use of an unlucky word, 
and it is incredible what use his speech was 
pu to, in order to influence the public to be- 

lieve that there was a settled design to unhinge 

the constitution, by making both Houses of 
Parliament dependent upon the minister. The 
Speech, torn into scraps, was hackneyed round 
the kingdom ; and none of the common writers 
for the ministry had either understanding or 
koowledge of the constitution, sufficient to vin- 
dicate the speaker.” Tindal. 


“The bill against pensions produced a 
warm debate in the House of Lords, where it 
was violently opposed by the dukes of New- 
castle and Argyle, the earl of Ilay, and Dr. 
Sherlock, bishop of Bangor. This prelate, in 
a remarkable speech, represented it aS a 
scheme, to enlarge the power of the House of 
Commons, and to break the balance between 
the powers essential to the constitution, so as, 
snoner or later, to prove the ruio of the whole, 
The great barrier provided against bribery and 
corruption by this bill consisted in an oa:h to 
be imposed on all members of the lower House, 
-by which they must have sulemnly sworn and 
declared, that they had not directly, nor indi- 
rectly, any pension during pleasure, or for any 
number of years, or any ottice in part, or in the 
whole, held for them, or for their benefit, by 
any persons whatsoever; and that they would 
not accept any such pensions or offices, without 
Signilying the same to the House within four- 
teen days after they should be received or ac- 
cepted, The bill was vindicated as just and 
necessary by the earls of Winchelsea and 
Strafford, lord Bathurst, and lord Carteret, who 
had by this ume joined as an auxiliary in the 
epposition.” Sinolletr. | 

* See p. 794, 


interrupt the harmony between the two Houses, — 
which is necessary for carrying on the most im- 
portant affairs of the uation, 

2. ‘* Because the Commons seemed to think 
this Bill is wanted; and, we are persuaded, it 
is earnestly desired by the people, and so wise- 
ly contrived, by a solemn and strict oath of 
purgation, to guard against secret corruption in 
that place, where, if ever it should be preva- 
lent, its consequences would be most pernicious 
and extensive, that, we fear, we should be ex- 
posed to some uncharitable suspicions, if we did 
not, in this most authentic manner the consti- 
tution of parliament will allow, from a becom- 
ing zeal to hinder the infection of so mischiev- 
ous an evil from spreading among others, give 
an undeniable prouf that we are untainted with 
it ourselves. | 
- 3. “ Because a member of parliament, who 
is not ashamed to accept a gratuity for any 
service which he is asbamed publicly to avow, 
must be conscious to himself, as we fear, that 
he is guilty of an immoral action: and there- 
fore we conceive ourselves not only obliged 
in policy, but in conscience, to yield our assent 
to a Bill, that as far as we could apprehend 
upon the most mature and serious reflection, 
contains a pruper expedient in this limited 
monarchy, to preserve both the innocence aud 
independency of elected legislators, and that 
we had reasonable hopes would, in a great 
measure, have prevented the danger of an 1n- 
famous breach of trust of the highest nature, 
reposed in every single member of the lower 
House, for the benefit of the whole com- 
munity; which we think a crime that ought to 
be dreaded by us, as good patriots, and that 
we are bound to abhor as sincere Christians. 

4. * Because we cannot, but with grief of 
heart,lament the loss of that opportunity which, 
by enacting this Bill into a law, we assure our- 
selves his Majesty would have embraced with 
particular satisfaction, of demonstrating to all 
his subjects, that he is incapable of suffering an 
improper use to be made, by any of lis ser- 
vants, of that large revenue which a pariia- 
ment, liberal beyond any example of their pre- 
decessors, so cheerfully gave him ; or of enter- 
taining the least thought himself to the preju- 
dice of the liberties or properties of his peuple, 
by any unjustifiable influence on their represen- 
tatives. (Signed, ) Bruce, Berkshire, Nore 

thampton, Plymouth, Bedford, Foley, 
Gainsboiough, Oxford and Morumer, 
Willoughby de Broke, Gower, Maynard, 
Abergavenny, Strafford, Thanet, War- 
ringtun, Aylesford, Ancaster, G. S. 
Litchtield, Cadogan, Bristol, Coventry, 
Bridgwater, Abingdon, Boyle, Bathurst. 


Petition from the Sugar Colonies in Ame rica. | 
Feb. 23. A Petition of several merchants, 
planters and others, trading toand interested 1D 
his Majesty’s Sugar Colomes in America, was 
presented to the House in behalf of themselves 
and many others; complaiuing, : That oe 
of his Majesty’s subjects, residing within 
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dominions in America, and elsewhere, had of 
late years carried on a trade to the foreign 
Sugar-Colonies in America, from whence they 
were supplied with sugar, rum, molosses, and 
their other productions, instead of those from 
our own colonies, as weil as with foreign Euro- 
ean goods and manufactures, contrary to the 
intention of the laws in being, and the Treaty 
‘made with France in 1686; and as that new 
method of trade encreased and enriched the 
colonies of other nations, so it was injurious to 
the trade of this kingdom, and greatly im- 
poverished the British Sugar-Colonies; and 
therefore the Petitioners prayed the considera- 
tion of the House, and such relief as the House 
should think fit.” This Petition was referred 
to the consideration of a Committee. 


Petition of the Liverpool Merchants com- 
plaining of the Depredations of the Spaniards 
in the West-Indies.} Feb. 25. A Petition of 
the corporation of Liverpool, and also of the 
Merchants trading from that Port to bis Ma. 
Jesty’s colonies in the West-Indies, whs present: 
ed to the House and read; “ complaining of 
their Sutferings by the continued Depredations 
of the Spaniards, who had treated such as had 
fallen into their hands in a very barbarous and 
cruel manner, and praying the consideration of 
the House, and such redress as the Huuse 
should think fit.” This Petition was referred 
to a Comunittee of the whole House. 


A Motion for a List of the Members 
who had Pensions rejected.} March 3. The 
Pension Bill having been rejected by the 
Lords, a motion was made in the Com- 
mons by Mr. Sandys, “ That a Committee 
be appointed to inquire whether any Member 
of the House had directly or indirectly any 
Pensions during pleasure, or for any number of 
years, or any Othces from the crown holden in 
trust for them, in part or in the whole.” 

Sir Rob-rt Walpole called this a motion for 
erecting the House into a court of inquisition; 
and said, that it justified the treatment which 
the Bull had met with iu the other Howse. He 
added, that he could not sce any possibility of 
the ends of the motion being answered, unless 
the House should assume to itself powers un- 
known to this constitution ; a power of obliging 
every gentleman that was suspected to accuse 
himself, not ot any thing criminal, for there 
could be no crime in taking either a place or a 
Pension from tbe crown, but of what the House 
May ‘construe to be criminal, and in conse- 

{wence of that construction, disfurnish half the 
counties and boroughs ia England of their re- 
presentati ves. 

A great many gentlemen, who were sus- 
pected to have pensions or places in trust, 

ough they vere in their minds against the 
Pace yet to avoid suspicion voted for it; but 
as thrown out by a majority of 206 against 


is ion for « Bill to prevent the Translation 
and lied March 4. A motion was made, 
© question put, That leave be given to 
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bring ina Bill, ‘ To prevent the Translation of 
‘ Bishops ;’ whieb occasioned a debate. In 
support of the motion it was urged, That such 
a Bill was necessary to prevent a too great dee 
pendence of that part of the legislature upur 
the crown. To this the Courtiers answered, 
That sucha law would be a great increach- 
ment upon the prerogative of the crown, and 
an injury to the rights of the clergy. 


Then the question being put on the motion, 


it passed in the negative.* 


The English Language Law- Bill passes the 
Commons.} The sume day sir George Saville 
presented to the House, a Bill to enact, “ That 
all Proceedings in Cuurts of Justice shall be in 
the English Language,” which was read the first 
tune, and ordered to be read a second time, and 
likewise to be printed. . 

While this Bill was depending in the House, 
great Opposition was made to it, and the prin- 
cipal arguments insisted on were, That if the 
Language and Writing of the Law should be 
altered, and made according to the modern 
way of speaking and writing, no one would ever 
be at the pains to study that ancient language 
_and writing, which most of our old valuable Ke- 
cords are wrote in, so that the use of them 
would in a few years be entirely lost: That the 
method of distributing justice was now estab- 
lished according to a most concise and regular 
form, which must be entirely altered, if the 
language and methods of pleading should be 
changed: That this would necessarily produce 
such a confusion, that it would cost many years 
paintul and troublesome applicatiun, before the 
new forms could be settled in a certain and re- 
gular course of proceedings; so thatthe making 
of those alterations would occasion greater de- 
lay of justice; give, more room to dangerous 
frauds; render the prosecution of the rights of 
the subjeet more dithcult and expensive; the 
recovery of small debts more impracticable ; 
and the number of Attornies more excessive 
than heretofore. . 

To these objections it was answered by the 
Advocates for the Bill, That though both the 
language and writing of the law should be al- 
tered, there would be no danger of losing the 
use of our ancient Records; because, as long 
as we have any such, there always will be some 
men, who either out of curiosity, or for the sake 
of gain, will make it their business to undere 
stand both the language and character in 
which they are wrote, in the same manner as we 
find among us now several gentlemen, who make 
it their business to learn to understand the lan- 
guage and character of manuscripts much an- 
cienter,than any of our Records: That a very few: 
ofsuch Law Antiquarians will suffice, considering 


* This motion was generally supposed to be 
owing to the bishop of Bangor’s Speech in the 
House of Lords, against the Pension-Bill, the 
day before, and to the unanimity which appear- 
ed on the reverend Bench in their opposition to 
tbac Bill, i 
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the little occasion we have in any law proceeding» 
to have recourse to any very ancient records ; 
and that when they are made use of, they often 
do more harm than good: it being necessary 
for every nation to have private property de- 
termined and ascertained by a contiaued pos- 
session for a moderate term of years. And as 
to the Set Forms of the law, 1t was alledged, 
That we had already too many of them, and 
that they were of opinion that nothing so much 
perplexed and retarded the proceedings of the 
courts of justice, as a tuo nice observance of 
Abe established forms : That such forms are ge- 
nerally brought, for the sake of new fees, to 
such a bulk by the lawyers of all countries, 
that every country have found it necessary 
- from time to Gime to curtail and abridge them; 
That justice was generally the most speedily, 
and the most impartially, distributed in those 
places where the tewest forms were observed : 
That therefore they thought the destruction of 
our law forms was a good asgument for the Bill, 
instead of being one against it; because it 
would take up a considerable time, before the 
lawyers could again perplex the course of jus- 
. tice, with a number of useless forms and cere- 
monies. 

Tbe Bill was afterwards passed and ordered 
up to the Lords. 


The Commons consider of the Petitions of the 
Merchants reluting to the Spanish Depreda- 
tions.| March 5. The House, ina grand com- 
mittee, considered of the Petitions of the Mer- 
chants of Bristol and Liverpool, relating to the 
depredations of the Spaniards: and after hear- 
ing counsel for the petitioners, and examining 
several captains and owners of ships, who gave 
an account of a very great number of British 
ships, taken or plundered by the Spaniards, 
without any just pretence of their having been 
carrying on any contraband trade with any of 
the Spanish dominions, came to the following 
Resolutions, viz. 1. ** That the Petitioners 
had fully proved and made vood the allegations 
of their Petition. 2. Tiiat an humble Address 
be presented to his Majesty, that he would be 
graciously pleased to continue his endeavours 
to prevent the Depredations of the Spaniards 
for the future; to procure full satisfaction for 
the damages then sustained; and to secure to 
the British subjectsthe full and uninterrupted ex- 
ercise of their trade and navigation to and from 
the British Colonies in America.” These Reso- 
lutions being reported were agreed to by the 
House. 


Then a motion was made for the following 
Ameudmentto the above Address, viz. * Aud 
* to procure a full, prompt and specdy satisfac- 


‘tiun;’ on which there was a long debate. | 


Those who were for the motion insisted, That 
it was the business of parliament to protect, 
or take care that the suvjects should be pro- 
tected from ail injuries and wrongs both at 
home and abroad; and that the case befure 
them was an injury of so high a nature, that it 
required not ouly a full, but a prompt and 
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speedy, redress. The Courtiers hereupon en- 
deavoured to shew, That the adding those 
words would look as if the House had a diff- 
dence in bis Majesty’s conduct and concern for 
the good of his subjects. At Jast the question 
being put, it was carried against adding those 
words, by 207 against 135. - 

March 22. Upon the Report, of the Com- 
mittee, to whom the Petiton of the Merchants 
trading to, and ioterested in, bis Majesty's 
Sugar Colonies in America had been referred, 
a Bill was ordered to be brought in for better 
securing and encouraging the trade of those 
Colonies, 

March 26. The said Bill was presented to 
the House and committed. 

April 14. The said Bill was read the third 
time and passed, but was afterwards dropt in 
the Lords. : 


Motion in the Commons for an Address to the. 
King to discharge the 12,000 Hessian Forces. ] 
April 30, A motion was made, and the ques- 
tion put,  Thatan humble Address be presented 
to desire his Majesty, that he will be graciously 
pleased for the ease of his subjects of this king- 
dom, to give orders for discharging the 12,000 
men of the troops of the landygrave of Hesse- 
Cassel, then in the pay of his Majesty as king 
of Great Britain :” But after some debate, it 
passed in the negative. 


Debate in the Lords on a Motion for an Ad- 
dress to the King to discharge the 12,000 
Hessian Forces.| May 1. A motion was made 
by lord Bathurst, “ ‘Tat an Address be pre- 
sented to his Majesty, humbly to desire that he 
would be graciously pleased, for the ease of bis 
subjects, to give directions for discharging the 
Hessian Troops now in the pay of Great Bn- 
tain.” His lordship was supported by lord 
Carteret, the earls of Strafford and Winchelsea, 
lord Gower, and lord Willoughby de Broke, 
who spoke for the question, and argued the ne- 
cessity of discharging the said Troops, espe- 
cially now that a pe&ce is made with the empe- 
ror; and that there is so good a prospect of the 
other powers acceding thereto. But the dukes 
of Newcastle and Argyle, the earls of Ilay and 
Scarborough, and the lord King alledged, 
‘That it was not reasonable to discharge the 
said Troops, before the ratification was arrived 
from Vienna, and the principal powers had ac- 
ceded thereto; besides that his Majesty ought 
to have the merit of discharging the said Troops 
himself, who, it was not to be doubted, would 
take the first opportuuity of so duing, whether 
he was addressed or not: That what was chiefly 
contended for, was perhaps not above a month's 
pay for the said Troops, since it was likely that 
in that time they might be discharged by his 
Majesty; and that the keeping up of these 
Troops had induced the emperor to agree to & 
peace,’ ae 

At last, the question being put, on a division, 
it passed in the negative, by 73 agamel 22. 


Debate in the Lords in the English Language 
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Law Bill.] pea ioe The Lords, in a Committee 
on the English Law-bill, went through the same 
after debate. Those who were against it, al- 
ledged, “ That great difficulties would arise in 
translating the law out of Latin into English ; 
and instead of being an ease to the people, it 
might, perbaps, be the occasion of great disputes, 
and multiply law suits, in regard to the inter- 
pretation of English words ;” and 

Lord Raymond saying, That if the bill passed 
the law must likewise be translated into Welch, 
since many in Wales understood not English. 

The Duke of Argyle replyed, That the mean- 
ing of the law had been long understood by the 
_ interpreters thereof, the Judges, and would sure- 
ly he so when translated: That our prayers 
were 1n our native tonguethat they might be in- 
telligible, and why should not the laws, wherein 
our lives and properties are concerned, be so, 
for the same reason? His grace added, ¢ That 
he was glad to see that the said lord, perhaps 
as wise and learned as any that ever sat in that 
House, had nothing more to offer against the 
bill than a joke.’ 

Other Lords instanced, That in the reign 
of king Edward 8, an act of parliament passed 
* For having the laws in English, and not in 
French, as they then were, for the ease of the 
people.’ 

After this a debate arose about the law-pro- 
ceedings beimg wrote ina plain legible hand, and 
Bot in any court-hand; wherein 

The Earl of Ilay said, ‘That in Scotland 
they had come to that pass, that writs, which 
were to be executed by sherifis, were wrote 
in characters so hard to be read, that the 
sheriffs knew nothing of the contents;’ his 
lordship therefore moved for an amendment to 
the Bill, viz. “¢ That the proceedings in the ex- 
Chequer of Scotland, be also wrote in a plain 
legible hand,” which was agreed to; as like- 
wise that the Records be wrote in the same 
hand as Acts of Parliament are engrossed. 
Be next day the Lords passed the said 


e 
e 
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Petitions against the Charitable Corpora- 
tion.] The abuse of the Charitable Corpora- 
tion was a public nuisance, which was enquired 
into. During this session, several petitions 
were brought up against it; one particularly, 
from the City of Londow, complaining,“ That the 
Corporation, called the Charitable Co poration, 
for the reliefof the industrious poor, by assisting 
them with small sums of money at legal interests, 
do lend large sums on goods bought on credit 
by ill-designing persons, and do exact and take 
exorbitant and unrensouable rates, and sell the 
gods pledged, if not redeemed in the time sti- 
pulated, at such low rates, as no fair trader can 
afford them; and several other acts, contrary 
to the true intent of their charter, repugnant to 
es public good, and prejudicial to the fair tra- 

er” 7 

The Petition was presented at the bar by the 
sheriffs of London; and being referred to a 
Committee of the whole House, it was followed 
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by another from the Merchants and other trae 
ders in the city of London, complaining, “ That 
although the laws, for lessening the interest of 
money, are the support of trade, and of common 
benefit to mankind, yet divers persons have 
contrived various ways to evade their force; 
and others, as a corporation, have also carried 
on the same pernicious practices to a greater 
degree, by misusing and abusing a charter, 
granted by the late queen, for relief of the poor, 
by assisting them with small sums on pledges, at 
legal interest, and aeting contrary to the true 
intent of that grant, under colour whereof, they 
lend very great sums to ill-minded and necessi- 
tous persons on pawns, for which, under pre- 
tence of warehouse-room, insurance, and such- 
like evasions, they take such exorbitant rates, 
as no fair trade can afford, to the destruction 
of trade and credit, the oppression of the poor, 
and the encouraging ill-designing persons to 
take up goods on credit, pawn the same for 
ready money, and then withdraw from their 
creditors: and praying, that the law may be 
made more effectual against usury and exac- 
tion.” This Petition was referred to the same 
committee as the last was, as was another Feti- 
tion, of the same nature, from the silk and 
worsted manufacturers in Sp.talfields. 

On the other hand, the Directors and others, 
concerned in the Corporation, procured a. 
Petition, said to be signed by divers merchants, 
traders, and others, in London, and the suburbs 
thereof, in favour of the Corporation; and the 
Corporation itself petitioned to be heard by 
counsel, against the Petitions from the city of 
London, which was granted. 

Thaugh the Petitions against the Corporation 
were founded upon the general principles of 
trade, yet there was great es disc at the same 
time, of the most flagrant abuses having been 
introduced into the management of the capital 
of the proprietors, by the indolence or conni- 
vance of the directors, and the iniquity of their 
servants. This suspicion was strengthened, 
when several servants belonging to the Corpo- 
ration endeavoured to abscond from being ex- 
amined before the committee, to whom the 
above petitions, and several others, against the 
Corporation, were referred. All the effect, 
however, that the Petitions against the Corpo- 
ration, produced during this session, was, a 
Resolution reported from the Committee by Nir. 
Conduit, the chairman, and unanimously 
agreed, to by the House, “ That the Corporation 
had taken for large sums they had lent, ten per 
cent. under colour and pretence of reasonable 
costs and charges, and that the Corporation 
ooght therefore to be regulated and restrained.” 
And a Bill was accordingly ordered in, for regit- 
lating the ‘Lending Money upon pledges, and 
for preventing usury and extortion. 


The King’s Speech at the Close of the Ses- 
sion.] May 7. The King came to the House of 
Peers, and the Conmons being come thither, 
his Majesty made the following Speech to both 
Houses; ; 


4 
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“¢ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Ttisa great pleasure to me, that, at the close 
of this session of parliament, Ll am able to ac- 
quaint you, that the hopes I had conceived and 

given you, of seeing very suddenly a happy 
eriod put to the troubles and disorders which 
ad been so long apprehended, are now, by the 
Treaty signed at Vienna, answered and accom- 
plished. 

“A project of a Convention betwixt the 
Emperor and the Maritime powers, for accom- 
modating the differences and disputes that were 
subsisting, having been formed, the Treaty is 
concluded and signed by me and the Emperor; 
and is now under the consideration of the States 
General, the forms of that government not ad- 
mitting a previous concert in a negociation of 
this nature; and, as this Treaty principally 
regards the execution of the Treaty of Seville, 
it is likewise communicated to the courts of 
France and Spain, as parties to the treaty of 
Seville: and t have just received advice, that 
the ratifications between me and the Emperor 
are exchanged. - 

‘¢ The Conditions and Engagements, which I 
have eutered into upon this occasion, are agree- 
able to that necessary concern, which this na- 
tion must always have for the security and pre- 

servation of the balance of power in Europe: 
and as the uncertain and violent state of affairs, 
. to which Europe was reduced, and the mischiefs 
of an immediate general war, which began to 
be thought unavoidable, are now removed; 
this bappy turo duly improved, with a just regard 
to our former Alliances which it shall be my 
Care to preserve, gives us a favorable prospect 
ef seeing the public tranquillity re-established. 
‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

“* T return you my thanks for the effectual 
Supplies, which you have granted me for the 
service of the present year, and for the proper 
disposition you have made of the Public Funds, 
towards lessening and discharging the National 
Debt: The remarkable dispatch and unani- 
mity which you have shewn, at this critical con- 
juncture, has added very much to the credit 
and weight of your proceedings ; and you shall 
find as great a readiness on my part to ease the 
burthens of my people, as soon as the circum- 
stances and situation of affairs will admit of 
it, as you have shewn to raise the Supplies ne- 
cessary for the service of the public. 

“6 My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“1 hope at your return into the country, 
you will find all attempts to raise a spirit of dis- 
content among my people, by unjust clamours 
and misrepresentations, vain and ineffectual. 
All malicious insinuations to the prejudice of 
any measures must surely vanish, when it shall 


privileges, and indulgences, which by law they 
are entitled to; let no innovations disturh any 
art of my subjects in the possession of their 
[egal property: let all that are zealous in the 
support of me and my government partake in 
common the benefits of the present happy es- 
tablishment ; and let your good will to one 
another be as extensive as my protection, which 
all my good and faithful subjects have an equal 
right to, and may equally depend upon.” 


. Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the 
Parliament to the 27th of July.* It was af 
terwards farther prorogued to the 13th of 
January. 


Gee - ae <a 


FIFTH SESSION 
OF THE 
SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
or 
GREAT BRITAIN: 


The King’s Speech on Opening the Session] 
January 13, 1732. The Parliament being met 
in pursuance of their last prorogation, his Ma- 


* <¢ The state of the nation during the ré 
mainder of the year 1731 was far from being 
tranquil: the violence of party pamphlets 
continued to such a degree, that even the most 
sacred repositories of friendship were broken 
up and exposed to every vulgar eye. This 
served only to exasperate matters, and to ren- 
der party controversies merely personal. It 
was generally supposed to be somewhat uf ths 
kind, which prevailed upon his Majesty 10 
council to strike the name of Mr. Willam 
Pulteney out of the list of the privy counsel- 
lors, and his Majesty farther ordered, That the 
said William Pulteney be put out of all com- 
missions of the peace; and that the severat 
lords lieutenants who have given him commis- 
sions, do revoke the same; and the Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and his Majesty's 
principal secretaries of state, were directed to 
give the necessary orders therein.” Tindal. 

«* July 12, was to have ceme on the tral of 
Mr. Franklin, the bookseller, for printing the 
Craftsman of the 22nd of January last. 
vast crowd of spectators of all ranks and con- 
ditions were gathered about the court to hear 


the said trial, and the court was crowded with 


noblemen and gentlemen, particularly my lord 
Winchelsea, my lord Bathurst, Mr. Pulteney, 
sir William Wyndham, sir William Young, &c. 
but. when the Jury came to be called, there 
were but 11 of the 24 appeared; whereupon 
some debates ensued about adding one to the 


-appear that my first and principal care bas been | jury, or calling a new jury; at last the trial was 


fox the interest and honour of this kingdom. ! put off till next term. 


It was remarkable that 


dev it be your endeavour to remove all ground- ; Mr. Pulteney, who is presumed to be one of the 


Jess jealousies and apprehensions, that the sa- 


Gisfac tion of this nation may be as general, as . 


at is my earnest desire that their happiness 
may be; let all my people, let all orders of 


men eg ‘Joy, quietly and unenvied, the rights, 


U 


of the 


patrons of that weckly paper, was -loudly 
huzza'd by the populace as he went out 0 
Westminster-hall. Which shews the fondness 
people of England for the hberty of the 


press,” Political State. 
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jesty made the following Speech to both 
Houses: Rs 
«© My Lords and Gentlemen; 

“Teis agreat pleasure to me, that I am 
able to acquaint you, that the expectations 
which I have from time to time given you, of 
eeeing the general tranquillity of Europe restored 
aad estabyshed, are now fully answered. 

sé The share of credit and influence, which 
the crown of Great Britain has had in bringing 
about tbis difficult and desirable work, and 
which redounds so much to the honour and in- 
terest of this nation ; as it is universally con- 
fessed abroad, will, I am confident, be agreea- 
ble to my people, and acknowledged with gra- 

-utude by you. 
‘¢ Ic is well known, that from the time of con- 
cluding the Quadruple Alliance, the severat 
courts of Europe have been employed in finding 
means to execute what! the principal powers 
had agreed to, for the Succession of Tuscany 
and Parma, in favour of an infant of Spain; 
but the various jarring and contending interests, 
hard to be reconciled and united in effectuating 
a point of so much importance ; the extended 
views and hopes of obtaining on every side far- 
ther advantages; and the natural jealuusies and 
distrust arising among the several powers con- 
cerned, from such opposite principles and pur- 
poses, bad kept in suspence and unexecuted, 
what the court of Spain bad very:much at heart; 
and occasioned such troubles and disturbances, 
as embarrassed the affairs of Europe for many 
years, and particularly affected the interests of 
this nation. 7 
*¢ You have from time to time been informed 
of the different measures and negotiations, that 
have on all sides been catrying on during this 
long uosettied state of affairs; and you have 
enabled me to persevere in maintaining the 
nghts and possessions of this kingdom, and in 
preserving the peace and balance of Europe. 
“The Preliminary Articles and the subse- 
quent transactions thereupon not answering 
the expectations of the court of Spain, and 
Creating a coulness and dissatisfaction amony 
the contracting parties of the first Treaty of 
Vienna, laid the foundation of the Treaty of 
Seville, and thereby dissolved that union, which 
had raised so many apprehensions, and so long 
alarmed the world. 
“ ‘The execution of the Treaty of Seville was 
the great difficulty that still remained ; and 
this, unsurmountable as it was thought, I have 
by your support, and by the confidence you re- 
pore in me, been able to overcome by just and 
nourable Treaties, without coming to extre- 
mities, and without the hazard and expence of 
& general rupture, or kindling a war in any part 
of Euro 

“* Parma and Placentia are now in the actual 
possession of the Infant Don Carlos; the 6,000 
Spaniards are quietly admitted and quartered 
10 the Dutehy of Tuscany, to secure, by the 
rl hg consent and agreement of the great 
dake, the reversion of his dominions; anda 
Family Convention is made between the courts 
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of Spain and Tuscany, for preserving peace and 
friendship between those two Houses, during 
the lite of the Great Duke. 

“ For perfecting and finishing this tedious 
work, conducted through a series of infinite 
changes and vicissitudes, and incumbered with 
all the different views of interest and ambition, 
I concluded the late Treaty of Vienna; where- 
in 1 have entered into no Engagements contrary 
to former Treaties, or tending either to aggran- 
dize or reduce the power or weight of any po- 
tentate, calculated purely for preserving a due 
balance, and to avoid such confusion, as new 
changes and convulsions upon future events 
would unavoidably create, and wherein Great- 
Britain could never stand by, aad be an idle 
spectator. ; . 

© When this shall be duly considered, and it 
shal) be seen that the wounds which have been 
long bleeding are intirely healed, groundless 
jealousies wil cease, ill humours will subside, 
and peace and good harmony return together ; 
all ditidence and distrust, the natural effect of 
repeated delays, artfully instilled and indus- 
triously imaproved and aggravated, will be re- 
moved; and mutual satisfaction be the conse- 
quence of the punctual and effectual perform- 
ance of all engagements on our side, which wik 
ever be remembered with great regard and 
honour to this crown and nation, and leave an 
indispensible obligation upon those that are im- 
medintely concerned, to make such returns as 
honour and justice cali for and demand. 

‘¢ Gentlemen of the House of Commons; 

* The Estimates for the service of the currene 
year shall be prepared and laid before you, 
which you will observe to be considerably less 
than those of former years: It is a pleasure to 
me to give ease to my subjects, whertever the 
welfare of the public will admit of it. You 
have seen the happy effects of your former zeal 
and resolution ; success has attended my mea- 
sures, and you reap the fruit of my endeayours 
and of your confidence in me ; and it must be 
a satisfaction to you to reflect, that all the ex- 
pences, which you have lately made, are amply 
recompense by preventing and avoiding far 

ater. . 
My Lords and Gentlemen ; 

“‘ This happy situation of affairs, I promise 
myself, will inspire you all with such temper 
and unanimity, and such a seasonable zeal for 
the public good, as becomes a parhament sen- 
sible of the great blessings they enjoy: The 
duty and affections of my subjects are all the re- 
turn I desire for my paternal love and concern 
for them. My government has no security, . 
but what is equalty conducive to your happiness 
and to the protection of my people; and your 
prosperity lias no foundation, but in the de- 
fence and support of my government: our 
safety is mutual, our interests are inseparable.’”® 


* « Tt is very plain, from the whole tenor of 
this Speech, which is unusually long, that his 
Majesty and his ministers imagined the success 
and wisdom of their conduct must have stopped 
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The Lords’ Address of Thanks.} His Ma- 
jesty being withdrawn, the earl of Marchmont 
moved the following Address of ‘Thanks, which 
was agreed to and presented the next day : 

_ Most gracious Sovereign, 

“ We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
eubjects the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
parliament assembled, come with hearts full of 
duty and gratitude to return the humble Thanks 
of this House for your Majesty's must gra- 
cious Speech from the throne. 

“We should appear insensible of our own 
happiness, and disregardful of the honour of 
this nation, if we did not beg leave to con- 
gratulate your Majesty, on your having made 
the crown of Great Britain so great and signal 
an instrument of restoring and securing the ge- 
meral tranquillity of Europe, and that in 4 man- 
ner the most advantageous and most honour- 
able tathis kingdom: Such is the success we 
may justly expect will ever atiend the measures 
of your Majesty, pursuing steadily the true 
interest of your people, and assisted with the 
advice and support of a British parliament, 

' Your Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to recapitulate the scveral treaties and nego- 
cianons framed and carried on, during many 
years past, for the adjusting the different in- 
tetests and interfering views of the great pow- 
ers of Europe, which, though calculated with 
the greatest wisdom aud justice for so desirable 
an end, have, throueh a long scene of ¢iolent 
contentions, met with those unavoidable delays, 
which your Majesty, in tenderness to your sub- 
jects, and out of an anxiety for their happiness, 
has so often been pleased to regret from the 
throne. We have now the great satisfaction 
tu observe, that those very dificulues and dis- 
tractions, those jarring and coniending interests, 
opposite to the public good, and tu each other, 
have, by your Majesty’s wisely improving each 
critical conjuncture, by reconciling mutual pre- 
tensiuos and claims, or by deleating and dis- 
nniting Gangcrous leagues and conjunctions, 
and above all, by an uninterrupted persever- 
ance in maintalning the rights aud possessions 
of this kingdom, been euch made subservient 
and contributing in various ways, to the great 
work of peace, which your Majesty has so long 
laboured to procure for us, and has now hap- 
Pily accomplishes, ' 

6 "The diticuities that attended the execution 


the mouth of all opposition, and haye satished 
the nation, It is certain, that the anti-minis- 
teria! party, during the recess of parliament, 
had repeatedly atuirmed, both in their conversa- 
tion and wriunys, that don Carlos never could 
be quietly setded, chat the nation was upea 
the eve of a war with France, aud that the ue- 
gotiations with the emperor must prove abor- 
tive. or detrimental to Great Britain. ‘They 
were mistaken in all those conjectures, but 
their opposition continued as strong as ever: 
thouch they had, since the last session, received 
@ great blow by the death of Mr. Daniel Pul- 
beuey.” Tindal, | 


of the Treaty of Seville, without coming to an 
open rupture, and trusting to the uncertain 
event of war, so much the grounds of just con- 
cern and apprehensions in some, and of secret 
hopes, or even boasts of others, have been en- 
tirely removed, with the express consent of 
those princes, who alone claimned a right to op- 
pose it, and who have themselves become par- 
ties in the making 2t effectual; and such have 
been the happy consequences of your Ma- 
jesty’s measures, that the most successful war, 
in which as experience teaches us the pros- 
perous do not always reap the advantage, 
could, at the expence of the blood and treasure 
of this nation, have produced only that quiet 
and just balance of power, which your Majesty, 
by negotiations, and just acd honourable 
treaties, has established. 

“ Your Majesty has not only given imme 
diate peace to your kingdoms, and extinguished 
those flames that must very soon have embroil- 
ed all Europe, but in the finishing this glorivus 
design has carried yet farther your great views 
for the public tranquillity, by framing and con- 
cluding the late treaty of Vienna ; whereby the 
dangers which too evidently appeared likely to 
arise, or new differences and contusions opon 
future events, are, as far as human }jrudence 
can operate, obwiated and prevented, without 
entering into any engagements contrary to 
former treaties, or having a tendeucy to raise 
or depress any power wbroad: And it is from 
this happy situation of affairs, we may reasouably 
hope, that by our duly supporting and deiend- 
iy your Majesty’s government at home, Great 
Britain, instead of beirg necessarily involved 
in new troubles and convulsions, may with 
safety, ease, and honour, share with our allies 
the happy benefits of a general peace. 

“ The whole.series of your Majesty's actions 
had already prociained the gracious declare 
tion, which your Majesty in your great gocd- 
ness has been pleased to make from the throne, 
That the satety of the crown and of the peapie 
is mutual, and that their interests are ipse- 
parable. This lays us vuder the highest ot- 
ligations to assure your Majesty, that we will 
proceed in discharging the trust reposed in as, 
with such temper and unanimous zeal for the 
public good, as becomes a House of Pa: hament, 
truly faithtul and affectionate to the prince that 
reigns over them, fully sensible that our rights 
and liberties depend on the strength and se 
curity of your Majesty’s government, and en- 
denvouring to merit, in sume measure, the 
blessings we enjoy.” | 


The King’s Answer.}| To this Address his 
Majesty gave the following Answer : 


«“ My Lords; 

¢ T thank you for this affectionate and loyal 
Address. As the interests of my people, aod 
the securing the peace and balance of power 
in Europe, has been my chief care and con- 
cern, the satistuction you shew in the success 
of my endeavours cannot but be extremely ac- 
ceptable to me. 
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You may depend upon my favour and pro- | cerned, and every man was sensible of the 


tection; and I am persuaded I may always rely 
upon your duty and support.” 


fatal effects such a war might have been at-~ 
tended with: that we were now free from all 


Debate in the Commons on the Address of |‘such apprehensions; and as the present hap- 


Thanks.| The Commons being returned to 
their House, Mr. Speaker reported his Ma- 
jesty’s Speech, and thereupon, 

- The Lord Tyrconnel * rose up, and after hav- 
ing enumerated the many dithculties this na- 
tion was brought under by the intrigues of our 
enemies abroad, and the many dangers and 
expences we should have been inevitably in- 
volved in, if the war with which Europe was 
threatened, had not been prevented by his Ma- 
jesty’s great foresight and wise measures; by 
the good success of which the tranquillity of 
Europe was settled and established upon a firm 
and lasting foundation; his lordship moved, 
«¢ That an huinble Address be presented to his 
Majesty, to return his Majesty the Thanks of 
this House for bis most gracious Speech from 
the throne; to declare our highest satisfaction 
in seeing the yeneral tranquillity of Europe re- 
stored and established by bis Majesty’s credit 
and influence, with so much glory tothe crown 
of Great Britain, and honour to this nation; 
to acknowledge with gratitude bis Majestv’s 
unwearied endeavours for the happiness of his 
people, and his goodness in pursuing with 
steadiness and constancy such meusures, as best 
conduced to the preserving the rights and pos- 
sessions of these kingdoms; to express our just 
sense of his Mujesty’s great wisdom, in being 
able to surmount the various difficulties that so 
jong embarassed the affairs of Europe, and par- 
ticularly affected the interests of Great Britain; 
and by pacific measures and negotiations to 
bring toa happy conclusion the disputes; that 
fer many years had been subsisting and de- 
pending; and by just and honourable treaties 
to settle and re-establish the public tranquillity, 
without the hazard and expence of a general 
rapture, or kindling a warin any part of Eu- 
repe; to assure his Majesty that this House, 
sensible of the happy effects of the contidence 
* #9 justly reposed in his Majesty, and the bless. 
ings we eujoy under his government, will with 
cheerfulness grant the Supplies necessary for 
the service of the current year, for the detence 
and support of his Majesty’s government, and 
for the security and protection ut bis people.” 
His lordship was seconded by 

Mr. Clutterbuck*, who explained the several 
jarring interests of Europe, whicb had all been 
happily reconciled by bis Majesty's wisdym and 
good conduct; and added, ‘That as our secu- 
rity depends upon the preservation of the ba- 
lance of power in Europe, we could not in 
common prudence have sat unconcerned, and 
seen any One of the powers of Europe swal- 
lowed up by another: that if any war had 
broke out, we must necessarily have been con- 


* The Historical Register says, by mistake, 
the lord Harvey. But see the Journals. 

* Made one of the Losds of the Admiralty 
at the end of this Session. am . 


‘nourable gendeman who spoke last. 


piney and tranquillity not only of this nation, 
ut of Europe in general, was owing to the. 
prudent and pacific measures pursued by his 
Majesty, he could not but approve of the 
terms of addressing proposed, and therefore he 
seconded the motion. 

Sir Wilfrid Lawson stood up, and spoke as 
follows ; | 

Mr. Speaker ; 

I shall join with all my heart in an Address 

of Thanks to his Majesty, for his most gracious 


Speech from the throne; but I canndt agree 
with descending so far into particalars, as are 


contained m the motion made by the soble 


lord who spoke first, and seconded bythe ho- 
The 
Treaties, upon which it is pretended, that the 
tranquillity of Europe and the happiness of this 
nation are so firmly and lastingly established, 
ure not now before the House; and therefore, 
from my own knowledge, I can say nothing 
about them, nor can I form a judgment of the 
honour oradvantage which will from thence 
accrue to this kingdom: hut if [ judge from 
what I hear or see abroad ‘in the world, I must 
be of opinion, that notwithstanding the great 
things we have done for thé crown of Spain, 
and the favours we have procured for the royal . 
family of that kingdom, we have as yet received 
very little satisfaction for the injuries done by 
them to this nation. I have seen published, © 
in our News-papers, an Order of Instructions 
from his Catholic Majesty to the governors of 
his ports in the Indies, relating to the Depre- 
dations committed by the Spaniards upon our 
Merchants trading to those seas, but I cannot 
look upon this Orderas any satisfaction for 
the depredations already committed; neither 
can I look upon it as a sufficient check againse - 
the committing of any in time to come: ‘There 
are so many conditions in this order, so many 
Ifs and Ands, that it affords a large scope to 
the Spaniards in that part of the world, to go — 
onin thetaking or plundering of our mer- 
chants ships, under the pretence of their being 
concerned in some illicit commerce, or of their 
being found navigating in those latitudes, «here 
the Spanfards may say they ought not to na- 
wieante. These Orders are so general, that the 
captains of the Spanish Guarda-Costa’s and 
the governors, who are generally partners with 
the captains, may put any construction they 
please upon them; and we may expect, that 
the construction to be put vpon thei will be 
most unfavourable for the subjects of this na- 


‘tion. Ishall not, Sir, at present make any’ 


motion, but as a member of this House, I 
thought it incumbent upon me to declare my 
eentiments in an affeir, in which the honour of 
this House and the interest of the nation are so 
much concerned. 


g71) 
Mr. Shippen spoke next, as follows: 
Mr. Sheaker: : 


T rise not only to offer my sentiments against 
the terms of the Address proposed, but like- 


wise to make amotion. It has, Sir,upon such | 


an occasion, been the ancient custom of this 
‘House, to present an Address of Thanks to his 
Majesty, for his most gracious Speech from the 
throne, but such addresses were in former days 
always in general terms; there were in them 
Ro dattering raphs, n0 long compliments 
made to the throne, for transactions and suc- 
eesses which had never been laid befure the 
House, and of which, by a necessary conse- 
quence, the House must have been supposed 
to have been entirely ignorant: Itis true, Sir, 
we have of late years fallen into a custom of 
eomplimenting tbe Throne upon every such oc- 
_ casion with long addresses, and this custom 
has been followed so long, that I am afraid it 
may at last become a Vote of course, to vote 
an Address to his Majesty, in such terms as 
shall be concerted by those very men, whose 
soeasures are approved of by the compliment 
made to the throne. I confess, Sir, tbat I am 
so little of a courtier, that I cannot return 
Thanks for what I know nothing of; nor can I 
applaud before I know a reason for such ap- 
Pre I am not at all against an Address of 

hanks in the ancient usual style; but though 
F should happen to be single and alonein my 
opposition, which I hope I shall not, yet I am 
resolved to oppose addressing in the terms 
moved tor, if it were for no other reason but 
this, that sueh a motion may not stand upon 
the Journals of this House, as agreed to nem. 
eon. for if not taken notice of in time, such 
bumble addressesto the throne may at last 
come to pass asa matter uf course; and be as 
kttle regarded or opposed, as some affairs now 
are, which at first stuod a jong contest befure 
they could be introduced. 

Sir, It is no new thing in me to oppose such 
Addresses : I have alway’ opposed them; and 
though Ido not thereby appear tu be a good 
courtier, yet it shews that r have some respect 
for the honeur and dignity of this House ; be- 
sides, Sir, when such Addresses have been pro- 
posed, t¢ has been promised, and we have been 
assured, that nu advantage should afterwards be 
taken of any words contaiaed in the compli- 
menting part of such Address; but every mem- 
ber in this House knows, that when the House 
had an opportunity of examining things more 
particularly, and debatcs ensued thereupon, 
they have ehen been told that they could not 
censure any of the past transactions, because 
_ they bad approved of them all by their Address 
of Thanks to his Majesty for his most gracious 
Speech from the Throne. I hope, Sir, fur the 
sake of my country, that all things are well, 
that our affairs both abroad and at home are 
in that prosperous condition, in which they 
have been represented to us; but as we canuot 
as yet judge from the effects, and as the Trea- 
ties, from which this great prosperity and last- 
‘Ing trangaillity is to arise, have not yet been 
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laid before us; I cannot but look upon it as 
an anticipation of the Resolutions of this 
House to thank his Majesty for those treaties 
which we have not as yet had any opportunity 
either to peruse or consider; and therefore I 
move, “ ‘Fhat the first part only of the Motion 
already made should stand, and that all the 
other complimenting paragraphs should be lef 


out.” 
Mr. William Pulteney spoke as follows: 


Mr. Speaker, 

I am very willing that an Address of Thanks 
be presented to bis Majesty, for his most gra- 
cious Speech from the throne; but I cannot 
agree to an Address in the terms proposed by 
the noble lord who made the motion, because 
they seem to imply an approbation of all thet 
has been transacted or negociated by his Ma 
jesty’s ministers; I am the more obliged upon 
this occasion to declare my opinion, because of 
the motion’s having been made by that noble 
member, lest some of my friends should be 
thereby misled, and made to believe that I am 
for the motion i its full extent. We ought to 
thank his Majesty for his most gracious Speech, 
but I cannot see any reason we have to thank 
him for our Liberties and Properties: they are 
secured to us by our constitution ; and as sub- 


jects of Great Britain we have a natural right 


to them, and his Majesty is far from having the 
least thought of making any incroachments 
apon them: But as for the Treaties and Nego- 
tiatinns abroad, and the bouours and advantages 
we have by thein acquired, I do not think that 
we can take notice of them, for till they be 
laid before the House, we must be presumed to 
be ignorant of them. For my own part I shall 
be glad to know that we are now at last got 
into a right way; but supposing that all is nuw 


‘right with us, [ am certain there was a time 


some years ago, when we might have been as 
right as we are now, and upon the same con- 
ditions. If we had embraced that a dahon 
a great den! of money would have been saved 
to the nation ; but in those days, the gaaranty 
of the Pragmatic Sanction was looked on as 10- 
consistent with the interest and bappiness of 
this nation, and was represented s “such even 
hy those who have now agreed to it; what 
were their reasons for sag Si in such a 
hideous shape at that time, and for placing it 
now in so amiable a view, I cansot compre- 
hend: For my own part, Sir, 1 do not see any 
necessity we were under of agreeing to it, even 
by our agreeing te 
that Guaranty, we lay ourselves under an oblr 
gation of assisting the Austrian Family, whea- 
ever they sball be attacked by any potentale 
whatever, except the Grand Signior; they 
may happen to be attacked, when it will be 
much against the interest of this nation to en- 
gage itself in @ war upon any fureign account; 
and if they should acquire many more territo- 
ries, it may be A the aati ee nauion 
even to join in the attack, in order to preserve 
the Balance of Kurope, the establishing of which 


73) 
has already cost us such immense sums of mo- 
ney; thus we may be obliged, either to engage 
in a war contrary to the interest and well-being 
of our country, or otherwise be guilty of a 
breach of faith, to the eternal dishonour of the 
nation; These, Sir, are the circumstances 
which this nation may be brought into by en- 
tering into this Guaranty so early; and these, 
Sir, are circumstances which every wise man 
ought, by all means, to avoid; besides, Sir, I 
do not know but wé may be accused of some 
sort of breach of faith, on account of our late 
Negotiations with the Emperor: The French 
may perhaps say, that by the Treaty of Hano- 
ver we were obliged not to treat with any of 
the powers, against whom that Treaty seemed 
to be made, without the concurrence of our 
Allies; and yet notwithstanding thereof we not 


only negotiated, but concluded a Treaty with. 


the Emperor without communicating the same 
to them; what reason the French may bave for 
such an accusation I cannot at present properly 
speak to; Prussia, it is true, had before set us 
au example, and had drawn off from that Trea- 
ty long before we had; but France and Hol- 
land had adhered firmly to it to the very last. 
“ According to the view I have of our late 
Negotiations, I cannot say, that either the ho- 
nour or the interest of the nation has been 
much considered ; itis true, Don Carlos may 
now established in the Succession to the 
Dechy of Tuscany, and in the possession of 
the Duchies of Parma.and Placentia; the Spa- 
nish troops may be introduced into Italy and I 


wish their introduction do not prove to be the 


Origin of new troubles ; but in these things we 
ave no particolar interest. I cannot say that 
much regard has been had to the particular in- 
terest of this nation in our conduct at home, 
our debts have been increased, at least not di- 
minished; and at the same time luxury has 
been so much encouraged, that many have run 
Out a great part of their fortunes, and are there- 
by obliged to depend upon the court ; insomuch 
that I must say, happy itis for the nation, that 
the King is so good and so just, as not to have 
aay designs against our liberties: our Trade 
is decaying every day, and Public Creuit is like 
to be entirely distroyed by the many public 
ads that are committed ; for credit depends 
Upon that faith and confidence which one man 
Pots m another, for the preservation of that 
an 1s Committed to his care; but by these 
ublic Funds.all mutual faith and confidence 
will be taken away; no man will think his 
money safe but when it is locked up in his own 
3 _ not fur the future trust the ma- 

€meat or keeping thereof to any one man, 
ni any set of sig However, ee Sir, 
re our affairs abroad are now set to rights, 

wa rye our domestic Grievanccs are in a fair 
eae being redressed ; but if they are so, I 
tho a4 © Is sometbing like 1 pilot, who, 
- e has a clear, a safe, and a streight 
age aa for going oe port, yet takes it in his 
t Try the ship a great way about, 
hrough sands, rocks and shallows, aud thereby 
8 
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loses a great many of the seamen, distroys a 
great deal of the tackle and rigging, and puts 
the owners to a vast expence; however, at last 

chance he hits the port, and then triumphs 
in his good conduct.” : 

Mr. Pulteney having done speaking, 

Mr. Danvers said, That when he retarned 
to the couatry, he should be glad to have some- 
thing to tell his country neighbours that would 
please them; they did not understand. Trea- 
ties, nor did they trouble their heads much 
about distant prospects of wealth and happiness, 
but he wished he could tell them, that part of 
our Debts were paid off, or that some of our 
taxes were abolished, or the Standing Army dis- 
banded. These were effects they would imme- 
diately feel, bat he was afraid they would be of 
opinion, that a peace attended with a continu- 
ance of all the 
the standing-army, did not deserve any Thanks 
from the nation. 


Sir William Wyndham spoke next; 


Mr, Speaker, | 
I cannot agree tothe terms for addressing 
hig Majesty, proposed by the noble member 
who spoke first, because thoagh every thing may 
now be well settled upon a solid and lasting foun- 


dation, yet I cannot think that our conduct has . 


in every respect been right; or that the interest 
of this nation hasbeen, by his Majescy’s minis- 
ters, principally and steadily pursued. At one 
time we were frightened out of our wits with ap- 
prehensians that the Pretender was to be put 
upon us, and that witbout any reason for all that L 
have yet seen or,heard upon the subject. Then 
Don Carlos was made such a giant of, that he, 


thas infant, wasto swallew up and destroy all 


the powers of Europe; and at that ume we 
sued to France for an alliance, and besought 
their assistance, by which we put it in their 
power to commence a war whenever they 
pleased ; and, if they had npt been more taken: 
up with whims and disputes about Religion, 
than any wise nation ought to be, they would 
certainly have involved us in a war in conjunc- 
tion with them; and thereby would have made 
us assist them in recovering all that they had 
lost by the last two wars, the taking of which 
from them had cost us so much blood and 
treasure. Some time after we shook off all 
fearsofthe Pretender, Don Carlos was again 
diminished to an ordinary size, and then we 
began to bully France as much as we bad 


courted it before: such conduct cannot appest 


to me to be right, at. least it does not appear 
to be steady and uniform. Upon. the other 
hand it must be said ofthe Imperial Court, that 


they have acted with steadiness and prudence ;- 


they have firmly adhered to the proper interest 


of their native country, and have steadily pure 


sued the aim they had in view, through all the 
different shapes in which the affairs of pulbe 
have been put within these few years; and by 
this firmness and resolution they have at last 
brought us to theirown terms; and have ac- 


complished their designs, notwithstanding the 


1 


axes, and akeeping on foot . 


’ 
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conjunction and allianceofso many formida- 
ble powers against them; whereas we have 
been obliged, insome manner, to comply with 
the demands of alinost every power we have 
treated with; and if by such means we have at 
last got off upon any tulerable conditions, it 
must be said, that we have been like a man in 
a room, who wants to get out, and though the 
door be open, and a clear way to it, yet be stalks 
round the room, breaks his shins over a stool, 
tumbles over a chair, and at last, rumbling 
over every thing in his way, by chance finds the 
door and gets out, after abundance of needless 
trouble and unnecessary danger. 


Mr, Oglethorpe stood up, and spoke as fol- 

lows: ) 
Sir; : 

I do not think, that the guaranty of the 
Pragmatic Sanction is much to be taken notice 
ot in the present case; for there are many 
other things which at present relate more 
nearly to the honour and interest of this na- 
tion. IT wish I could have heard that the late 
ew Works at Dunkirk had been entirely razed 
and destroyed ; that we had received a full and 
complcte satisfaction for the many Depreda- 
uous committed by the Spaniards; and I 
should be glad to see more cure taken in arin- 
Ing the country, and disciplining our Militia. I 
think it way a scaudal to the nation to appear 
so much frightened, as we lately appeared to 
be, at the marching of a few Fieuch troops 
down to those coasts of France which lie next 
tous. We have, it is true, a standing army of 
good regular turces; but I hope this nation 
will never be brought so lew, as to have no- 
thing to trust to for their defence, but their 
standing army: our army bears but a small 
proportion to the whole body of the people, 
they can cover but a small part of our coast 
from an invasion, and therefore care should be 
taken to keep up military discipline and a 
warlike spirit among our Milita, through all 
parts of the kingdum; for whenever we are 
threatened with an invasion, our safety and our 
barrier next to our Fleet must depend upon 
them: it must be to them chiefly that we must 
trust our defence against the landing of a 
foreign enemy; and if they come once to lose 
entirely the use of arms, or the knowledge of 
military discipline, an enemy that can, either 
by cunning or accident, escape our fleet, may 
laod with little ganzer; and may do a deal of 
wnischief, Lefure a suthcicnt number ef our re- 
gular forces can be brought together to oppose 
them. : 

As to our Foreign Affairs, I must say, 
Sir, that considering how much the Protestants 
io Germany have been oppressed by the pre- 
sent Imperial family, I could have’ wished with 
all my heart to have beard, that some care had 
been taken of them in the Treaty we have 
Jately made with the Emperor; but as the 
Dutey have not as yet acceded to the treaty, 
I hope some care may as yet be taken of those 


poor people; I look upon it as a general be- 
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nefit, that the Dutch have not as yet acceded, 
because we may make an advantage of it by 
getting them to insist upon all such additions, . 
explanations or amendments, as may be judged 
pecessary for the common good of Europe in 
general, and of the Protestant Religion io pare 
ticular, In the mean time I am pleased to 
find, that we are not now so closely united 
with France as we formerly were; for I have 
generally observed, that when two dogs are in 
a leash together, the stronger generally runs 
away with the weaker; and I[ am afraid this 
was something of the case between France 
and us. 

Mr. Henry Pelham spoke next for the me- 
tion, and endeavoured to shew, ** That it was 
ho way inconsistent with the honour or dignity 
of that House, to thank bis Majesty in the 
most particular terms fur every thing, which he 
had been most graciously pleased to acquaint 
them ‘with, in his Speech from the throne: 
that, in common decency, they were upon that 
occasion to look upon every thing to be as 
ithad heen represented to them by his Ma- 
jesty; bat that no compliments, as some of the 
honourable gentlemen whu had spoke before | 
were pleased to call them, that could be put 
into the Address, could be any way made use 
of to prevent that House's mquiry afterwards 
into the measures that had been pursued, when , 
the Treaties that had been entered into should 
‘be laid beture themn: on the contrary, if upon 
such an inquiry it should be found, that any of 
the Negociutions had been carried on, or any 
of the Treaties concluded, contrary to the ho- 
nour of interest of the nation, they were thea 
to presume, that his Majesty had been im- 
posed upon, and thereby induced to make such 
a Speech to them ; and by such an imposition, 
those who had advised the carrying on such ne- 
gotiation, or the concluding ot such Treaties, 
would accumulate guilt upon themselves, and 
would heap coals of fire upon their own heads; 
for in such a case, that House was not only to 
punish such evil counsellors for measures so 
weak or so wicked; but also to vunish them 
for imposing upon his Majesty, and advising 
bim.to make such a Speech trom the throne: 
that generally, upon the opening of a session 
of parliament, the eyes of all Europe were 
turned towards Great Britain ;"and froin their 
first Resolves, all the neighbouring powers 
were to judge of the unanimity which was to 
ensue between his Majesty and his parliament; 
that if they at first appeared to be in the least 
difhdeut or jealous of bis Majesty’s conduct, it 
would weaken bis influence upon the councils 
of foreivn courts; and thereby they might put ° 
it out of his power to rectify a false step, if any 
had been made by his ministers, and this be 
was persuaded no man would incline to du, 
who was a friend either to his king or his coun- 
try, for the sake of any private pique be mghit 
have toany of bis Majesty's munisters: that 
for these and many other reasons, be was for 
ayreeing tothe Address in the terms first 
moved for, 
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. He was supported by 
Mr. Horatio Walpole, who 
Mr. Speaker ; 7 
The honourable gentleman upon the floor 
Mr. W. Pulteney] said, that he was afraid 
est the noble lord, who first moved tor an Ad- 
dress, might have some weight witb his fnends. 
I do not know, Sir, but that it may be so; Ido 
not know but he may have wejght with some of 
those, whom that gentleman nuw looks upon 
as his friends; but Iam persuaded, that no- 
thing that he has said, in opposition to the mo- 
tion made hy the other, will tend to diminish 
that weight which he is afraid of. As to the 
House’s agreeing to the motion for presenting 
an Address to his Majesty, and in the terins 
proposed by the noble lord who made the mo- 
tion, I need not, Sir, say any thing tn it; that 
affair has been so fully explained, and the rea- 
sonableness of it so clearly demonstrated by 
the pentlemen who have spoke uyon that side 
of the question, that I have nothing to add: 
but since the gentlemen, who have spoke on 
the other side, have entered into an examina- 
tion of the measures that have been pursued, I 
hope the House will pardon me if I depart a 
dittle from the subject of the present debate, 
an order to answer some of the objections that 

dave been made to our late conduct. 

It has been said, Sir, that there was a time, 
some years nyo, when the same thing might 
have been done that is now done, by which a 
great dealof money might have been saved to 
the nation. I wish, Sir, the gentleman, who 
said so, had told us what particular time he 
meant: I know that the entering into the Gua- 
rauty of the Pragmatik Sanction was proposed 
tous some vears ago; but, Sir, 1 know that it 
was then proposed in such dogmatic and po- 
Sitive terms, that it was inconsistent with the 
honour of tis Majesty, and of this nation, to 
give the least ear to a proposal, which was 
made rather in the terms of a peremptory de- 
mand, and without offering the least considera- 
tion to this nation, for our agreeing to enter 
into such a Guaranty: Besides, Sir, there was 
at that time good reason to fear that Don 
Carlos was the person upon whom the Imperial 
court had fixed their eye, asa successor to his 

_ Imperial Majesty; and [ am sure it was against 
the interest of this nation, to contribute to the 
establishing of a person in the full and sole 
possession of all the Austrian dominions, who 
was by the Quadruple Alliance to have such 
large dominionsof his owa in Italy, and had 
by his birth so rear a prospect to the crown of 
Spain, and at that time also a very near pros- 
pect to the crown of France. This Guaranty 
was again Offered at the time when the Treaty 
of Seville was in agitation; but then again it 
was rejected, because it was well known, that 
the Proposal was made at that time only with 
a view to disturb the negotiations then carrying 
on, and which were so happily ended by the 
conclusion of the Treaty of Seville; so that at 
that time no Treaty could be entered into by 


ps with the jmperial coust, either about the 


spoke next. 
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Guaranty of the Pragmatic Sanction or any 
thing else, nor at any ume tll they came to 
be a little more reasonable in their proposals; 
and as svon as that time came, we embraced 
the opportunicy, and our negotiations had then 
all wished for success. | 

Nor can it be said, Sir, that we have entered 
into that Guaranty tuo soon; it was our own 
interest to enter ito it ay soun as possible, be- 
cause the preserving of the Imperial dominions 
entire is necessary for preserving the Balance of 
Power in Europe: if we had delayed entering 
into that Guaranty till his Imperial Majesty’s 
death, it would then have been too late; Eu- 
rope would have been in flames, and the 
Austrian duminions divided before we could 
have done any thing. There may be civil 
broilsin Germany upon the Emperor’s death 
without male heirs, happen when it will, but 
surely the best way of preventing it, isto have 
the affair fully settled, and that settlement 
strongly guarantyed before the accident hap- 
pens; those who pretend to any share will then 
be cautious, and will not be ready toenter into 
any violent. measures: and [muot say, Sir, that 
if the Imperial family were in any danger of 
being ruined or swallowed up by any neigh- 
bouring power, we must engage in the rescue, 
let our circumstances be at that time what they 
will; foratsuch a ruin should happen, our'own 
would not be a great way off: this Guaranty 
we ought perhaps to have gone into sooner, 
because of the fatal consequences that might 
have ensued, if his Imperial Majesty had dropt 
off 1 the mean tine; but we could not agree 
to it tillthe Imperial court agreed to give sitis- 
faction to Spain, with respect to the doininions 
provided for Don Carlos in Italy by the Quad- 
ruple Alliance; to the Dutch with respect to. 
the particular disputes between the empire aod 
them; and to the Dutch and us with respect 
to the Ostend Cumpany ; ‘and all these his Ma- 
jesty, by his wise and steady measures, has at 
last procured, 

Sir, I say steady measures, andI believe it 
will appear that our measures have been as 
steady and uniform, as those of any court in 
Eurove: our aim was to preserve our own do- 
minions abroad against the design laid for 
wresting them from us; to preserve our Trade 
against the incroachment made upon it by the 
setting up of the Ostend Company; and to 
preserve the balance of power in Europe 
against any present or fuiure attempts foe 
overturning it, in order thereby to establish, as 
far as is consistent with human prudence, the 
general tranquillity of Europe. This aim was 
most steadily pursued through the various 
shapes, which the affairs of Europe have taken 
within a few years past, and is now at last, in 
all human appearance, most bappily acgom- | 
plished; but it was necessary to establish the 
present tranquillity of Europe, before we could 
think of the future: We were engaged, by the 
Quadruple Alliance, to see the Infant Don | 
Carlos settled in the succession of the Duchies 
of Tuscany, Parma, and Placentia: Spais 
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could not be easy, nor could we expect any 
sincere friendship with them, till that was fully 
and completely effectuated; nor could either 
the Dutch or we be easy till we saw the Ostend 
Company absolutely demolished; and as soon 
as we got the present tranquillity settled by 
the Imperial Court’s agreeing to these two 
main points, then we began to think of the 
future tranquillity of Europe; and in order to 
establish that upon as solid a foundation as 
the nature of the case will admit of, we have 
mgreed to the Guaranty of the Pragmatick 
Sanction. — 

In all these transactions, the true interest of 
this nation has been most strictly pursued, and 
never once departed from: the interest of this 
nation is connected with the general interest of 
Europe in preserving the balance of power ; 
and therefore it ts the interest of this nation, as 
well as of almost every one of the other nations 
of Europe, to preserve the dominions of the 
Austrian family entire and undivided: 1 am 
sure that no man will say but it is the interest of 
this nation, that the duchies of Tuscany, Parma, 
and Placentia should never be in the possession 
of Germany, France or Spain. It is very plain, 
that it is the interest of this nation to have the 
East-India trade from Ostend demolished ; and 
it is as evident that this nation is particularly 
interested in the preserving of Gibraltar and 
Port-Mahon, and at the same time in cultivating 
a good friendship and correspondence’ with 
Spain. In all thcse cases the interest of this 
nation is certainly most particularly concerned, 
and in every one of these points we have ob- 
tained all that we would expect or desire; and 
all this without any mean compliance upon our 

art, or giving up any thing that we were before 
intitled unto ; upon the contrary, whenever an 
scheme was offered by any of our allies, whic 
bad the least appearance of being against the 
houour or interest of this nation, any sort of 
concurrence was absolutely refused, and there- 
upon all such schemes have been dropt: how 
then can it be said, that neither the honour nor 
interest of this nation has been regarded in our 
Negotiations with our ne:ghbours ahroad, or 
that we have complied with every one in their 
turn? 
In all this course‘ of negotiation, there have 
been many jarring interests to be reconciled, 
and many difficulties to be surmounted, all 
which his Majesty has, by tis wisdom and good 
conduct, got uver; nor is there the leastreason 
to suspect that, in any one measure, the public 
faith has been violated, nor as any power or 
potentate any ground for such a complaint; 
nay, there is not one that does so much as pre- 
tend to it. The only view that France had, or 
atleast owned, was to preserve the tranquillity, 
and to see the terms of the Quadruple Alliance 
complied with: If these two points were 
brought to a happy issue, it was all that the 
French bad to demand; and as both are fully 
accomplished by the Treaty of Vienna, the 
French court have no reason to complain, so 
far otherways, that they have declared they are 


fully satisfied: and as for our taking an alarm 
at the march of some of their troops towards 
the coasts of France, which lie apposite to Eng- 
laud, it did not proceed from any jealousy that 
subsists between the two nations, but only from 
that prudent jealousy which every nation ought 
to have of all its aeighbours, so fr ay to be al- 
ways upon its guard against every one of them; 
upon that occasion the French were as mach 
alarmed upon our marching troops down to- 
wards our Coasts newt to them, as we were upoa 
the marching of theirs. 

As in all Treaties there are some points left 
to be determined afterwards, according to the 
plan then taid down ; so, Sir, by the Treaty of 
Seville the Spaniards are to make full satisfac- 
tion and reparation for the losses which our 
merchants have sustained by any unjust sei- 
zures; but as the quantum of loss could 
nut then be determined, nor could it then be 
determined what seizures were lawful and what 
not, therefore it was absolutely necessary to leave 
that affair to be inquired into and determined by 
coimmissaries mutually appointed; and we have 
all the reason in the world to expect that we 
shall at last meet with 9 full satisfaction in that 
affair, though it has been hitherto retarded by 
tbe negotiations about public affairs of greater 
moment, which have: occurred since the con- 
clusion of that Treaty. In all human affairs, 
it is sometimes necessary to have patience, and 
to wait the course of things; nations must not 
upon every little delay, or upon every trifling 
dispute, come to an open ruptare, involve 
themselves and their neighbours in war and 
bloodshed for things, which with a litele patience 
might have been easily adjusted. 

I ghould not, Sir, fave troubled the House 
any farther; but that since comparisons have 
been going round, I hope I may have leave to 
make one in my turn; and I must say, that our 
late affairs very much resemble a set of honest 
quiet country peopie got into a country dance, 
who went through their dance with a greatdeal of 
ease and alacrity, until a turbulent noisy fellow 
came in among them, who ummmediately forced 
himself into the dance, and made such a noise, 
that such a one was out, and such a one not 
right, such a step out of tune, and such @ turn 
not according to rule, that they could not go 
on with a dance; but at last they resolved to 
turn this troublesome fellow out of company, 
and then they all went on easily and quietly as 
they had done before. 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.]| At last, 
the question was put upon the Lord Tyrconnel’s 
motion, which was carried in the affirmative 
without any division; anda Committee was 
appointed to draw up an Address accordingly, 
which is as follows: an 


“* Moat gracious Sovereign, 
_ & We your Majesty’s most loyal and dutiful 
Subjects, the Commons of Great-Britain in 
arliament assembled, beg leave to return your 
ajesty our most humble thanks for your most 
gracious Speech from the throne. 


EE 
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1: The Pension Bill brought in.) January 25. 
' Mr. Sandys presented ta the House a Bill for 
making more effectual the laws in being for- 
disabling persons from being chosen members 
of, or ane or voting in the House of Com- 
mons, who have any Pensidn- during pleasure, 
or for any number of years, or any ofuces held 
in trust for them; which was received and 
d ordered:to be read a 8€- 
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eis the bighest satisfaction to your faithfu 
Commons, to see the general tranqhillity of 
restored and re-established -by your 
Majest , credit and influence, which reflects 
the greatest glory to the British crown, and of 
consequence to the British nation ; the honour 
emi interest of which are always inseparable. 

o We are fully persuaded, that the Treaties 
your Majesty has entered into, were made with | read a first time, an 
no other view, than to preserve the balance of cond ume. 

ower in Europe, and secure the possessions of : - 

e crown of Great Britain, and all the rights | 7 Debate in the a6. on the Number oe 

rivileges we are entitled to; and we ac- | in g Grand “d smittee on the Supply Ing, 
. 2 
9 


and p 
knowledge with gratitude your Majesty’s wis- Brea insaoeses 
dom and goodness, in procuring for us all these _ Sit Willian ieee, for ge Taper es a 
advantages, without the expence and hazards ve men, [or BU garri- 
: sons in Great Britam, and for Guernsey 
uding 


Jersey for the year 1732, should be, inc 
de, and 555 men which the six In- 
: st of for the service 


of the Highlands, 17 ,109 men, commission an 


non-commission officers ‘ncluded.” In support 
d to shew, That 


of this motion he endeavoure 
though the public tranquillity was happily and 
fully established, yet ‘t was necessary for us (0 
‘at least the number of troops he had 
hould see how those mea~ 


sures by which the ublic tranquillity had been 
f by the other 


established, shculd approved 0 
! then declared 


their sentiments upon that subject. 
Lord Morpeth stood up, and having shewed 
how dangerous it was to the liberties of this 
nation to keep up 2 numerous standing army 
in time of peace ; his lordship moved “ That 
the number should be reduce 
fective men ;” and was backed by Mr. Wat 
Williams Wynn: ‘but they were opposed by ~ 


The Lord Hervey,° who spoke next a8 fol- 


lows : 
Sir ; 
Thaugh the peace and tranquillity of this na- 
tion, both abroad and at home, be now by his 
Majesty’s wise conduct established, in all pro- 


of a war. : 
cc We are very sensible of the many difficul- 


ties which your Majest laboured under, in 
bringing this great and glorious work to 80 
happy @ conclusion. The many obstacles aris- 
ing from various pretensions and jealousies 
during the course of these transactions, unsur- 
mountable as they have “been thought, are by 
ur Majesty’ steadiness and prudence entirely 

. and at a time when @ war seemed 
ble, the settlement of the succession 


the general tranquillity of Europe preserved by 
the weight and credit of your Majesty’s nego- 


ciations. 
“ Thus has your Majesty extricated not only 
this nation, but all Europe out of the uncertain 


state for many years laboured under, and that 


by means most honourable to your Majesty, 
gagements, and 


consistent with all foriner ep 
without the least injury to any prince or power 


in Europe. 

“« And we humbly assure your Majesty, that 
Raving the truest sense of the many blessings 
we have enjoyed during the course of your 
Majesty’s reign, and how much our present 
Happiness is owing to your paternal ‘love and 
care for your people, we will with the greatest 
cheerfulness grant che necessary supplies for 
the current service of the year; and your Ma- 
Jesty wil always Gnd such returns of duly and 
gratitude from us, a5 the best of kings may ¢*- 

ect from the most loyal subjects, fully con- 
vinced that the only end of your Majesty's aus- 
picious governinent, is the protection and pros- 


perity of your people.” 
Psd King's Ansver.|_ To this Address his 
ajesty gave the following Answer: 


te Gentlemen, 
I return you wy thanks for this dutiful and 


rit bs Address. I make no doubt of the cont- 

in ance of your duty, affection and confidence 

oe and you will always find that all my 

rs 8 tend to the honour, interest, and security 
my crown and people.” : 

a laa 2a voted} January 18. The Com- 

Best resolved to grant a Supply to his Ma- 
y, and the usual Estimates were laid before 


ery. 
Vor. VIII. 


Bristol, began at this time to mpke a very cone 
rty, and 


siderable figure in the ministerial pa 
history ought to rep 
has done to some part of his cha 
had read a good deal, and was W 
called, a learned nobleman, though he scarce 


of life. He was not without wit, but h 
much better writer than a speaker; his mane 
ner was too slow ; and he was apt to flag at 
the latter part of his period. He aficcted & 
gravity and solemnity which ill-suiting 5° deli- 
cate a figure as he had, was not at all pleasing. 
Notwithstanding this, he was master of a Very 
sound judgment, and when he pleased to em 
ploy it, a most excellent pen in the political 
way.”—Tindal. by 


eldest son of John the 
as born in 1696. He 
goun after the acces” 


¢ John Jord Hervey, 
first earl of Bristol, w 
came first into parliament 


$1L 


could have been deemed so in 8 literary sphere - 
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tempts; the only method to prevent the having 


any such inclinations, or conceiving any sock 
hopes, is to keep up a good army of regular 
forces. The number moved for, is, in my opi- 
nion, the least that can be thought of by any 
map, who has a true regard for the quiet and 
prosperity of this nation, and for the preserva- 
tion of the Protestant Succession in bis Ma- 
jesty’s most illustrious family. | 

very man knows, Sir, and every man onght 


bability, upon a firm and lasting foundation, 
yet a wise people ought always to be upon their 
guard against the worst that may happen. The 
public quiet both abroad end at home depends 
upon the views and inclinations of men; and 
we know by experience, that nothing is more 
fickle and variable ; we ouglit not therefore to 
do any thing that may turn the inclinations of 
our enemies towards disturbing us, ur that may 
give therm any views of success in any such at- 


sion of George the First; was appointed vice- 
ehamberlain to the King in 1730; in 1733 was 
created a peer; and in 1740 was constituted 
lord privy seal, from which post he was re- 
moved in 1742. He died in 1748. He took 
a considerable share in the political transac- 
tions of the times, and was always a warm ad- 
vocate on the side of sir Robert Walpole. 
Tindal has observed, ‘that history ought to 
¢ repair the injury that poetry has done to some 
¢ part of his character,’ and in fact, it is neces- 
sary; for never was man more exposed to ridi- 
cule, and lashed with greater severity, than lord 
Hervey has been exposed and lashed by the 
satirical pen of Pope. If we may credit the 
satirist, who has delineated his character under 
. the name of Sporus, he was below all contempt ; 
aman without telents, and without one solitary 
virtue te compensate for the most ridiculous 
. foibles, and them ost abandoned profligacy, 

‘ Let Sporus tremble.—A, What ? that thing of 


silk, 
‘ Sporus, that mere white curd of asses milk ? 
¢ Satire or sense, alas ! can Sporus feel ?' 
¢ Who breaks a butterfly upon a wheel ? 
*Pp. Yet let me flap this bug with gilded wings, 
‘ This painted child of dirt, that stinks and stings, 
ee. * &6© © * & © *& € # 
¢ Eternal smiles his emptiness betray, 
* As shallow streams run dimpling all the way. 
¢ Whether in florid impotence be speaks, 
* And, as the prompter breathes, the puppet 
Be * squeaks ; 
¢ Or at the ear of Eve, familiar toad, 
* Half froth, half venom, spits himself abroad, 
ce © #& ©, © © #£ F & 
* Amphibious thing! that acting either part, 
* The trifling head, or the corrupted heart, 
* Fop at the toilet, flatt’rer at the board, 
« Now trips a lady, and now struts a lord. 
* Eve’s tempter thus the Rabbins bave exprest, 
* A cherub’s face, a reptile all the rest, 
* Beauty that shocks you, parts that none will . 
‘ trust, , | he was remarkable for his wit, and the U® 
¢ Wit that can creep, and pride that Jicks the dast.’ | and appositeness of his repartees. _ ‘ 
“However I may admire the powers of the! « Although bis manner and figure were 8 
satirist, I never could read this passage without first acquaintance highly forbidding, yet be 
disgust and horror; disgust at the indelicacy of dom failed to render himself, by bis lively 008° 
the allusions, horror at the malignity of the | versation, which Pope calls, 


poet, in laying the foundation of his abu,e on: ,, sense! 
the lowest species of satire, personal invective, The well whipp'd cream of courtly comm0e : 
an entertaining companion to those whom 


and what is still worse, on sickness and debi- he 
wished to conciliate. Hence he conquered 


lity. The poet has so much distorted this por- im 
trait, that he bas in one instance made the ob- | extreme prejudice which the King had © 


ject of his satire, what ought to have been the | ceived against him, and from being detest 
subject of his praise, the rigid abstinence to | he became a great favourite. He was p? Ha 
which lord Hervey unalterably. adhered, from | cularly agreeable to queen Ceroline; * 

the necessity of preserving his health. Lord | helped to enliven the uviformity of ® = 


Hervey having felt some attacks of the epr 
lepsy, entered upon, and persisted in a very 
strict regimen, and thus stopt the progress, and 
prevented the effects of that dreadful disease. 
His daily food was a small quantity of asses 
milk, and a flour biscuit; once a week be in- 
dulged himself with eating an apple: he osed 
emetics daily. To this rigid abstemiousness, 
Pope maliguantly alludes, when he says, 


-¢ The mere white curd of asses milk.’ 


“In short, I agree with the ingenions editor 
of Pope, ‘ Language cannot afford more gloe- 
¢ing or more forcible terms to express the ut- 
‘most bitterness of contempt. We think we 
‘are here reading Milton against Salmasis. 
‘The raillery is carried to the very verge of 
‘ railing, some willsayribaldry. He has armed 
‘his muse with a scalping knife’ May we not 
ask, with the same author, “ Can this be the 
nobleman whom Midleton, in bis dedication (0 
the History of the Life of Tully, has so senoue 
ly, and so earnestly praised, for his strong good 
sense, his consummate politeness, his real p- 
triotism, his rigid temperance, his thorough 
knowledge and defence of the laws of bis coun. 
try, his accurate skill in history, his unexam 
pled and unremitted diligence in literary po 
suits, who added credit to this very history, # 
Scipio and Lalius did to that of Polibius, by 
revising and correcting it, and brightenng 
(as he expresses it) by the strukes of his pen!’ 
May we not also ask, Is this the nobleman 
who wrote some of the hest political pamphlets 
which appeared in defence of Walpole’s da" 
nistration? who, thongh sometimes too 
and pompous, was a frequent and able spe 
in parliament, and who, for his political ® 0 
ties, was raised to the post of lord privy * 
Tu truth, lord Hervey possessed more 


® 


ee 


ordinary abilities, and mach classical epuditions 
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to reflect upon it with concern, that we never 
did yet reduce our army, but that’ reduction 
was the occasion of some plot or machination 
against us: Did not the small number of our 
forces in the beginning of his late Majesty's 
reign, spirit up and encourage that wicked and 
unnatural rebellion that was raised against Lim? 
After that insurrection was happily quelled, we 
made a reduction of the ariny ; what were the 
consequences? The army was no sooner re- 
‘duced, but our enemies began to think of tak- 
ing advantage of it; we were not only 
threatened with a new insurrection at home, 
but likewise with an invasion from Spain. By 
good management and good luck, their at- 


with sprightly repartees and lively sallies of 
wit. His cool and manly conduct in the due! 
with Pulteney, proved neither want of spirit to 
resent an injury, or deficiency of courage in 
the hour of danger, and he compelled his ad- 
‘versary to respect his conduct, though he had 
satirised his person. His defects were extreme 
affectation, bitterness of invective, prodigality 
of flattery, and great servility to those above 
him. Horace, earl of Orford, bas given a List 
Of ‘hie Political Writings, in the Catalogue of 
‘Royal and Noble Authors; and among the 
Ortord Papers, are draughts of several of those 
- Pamphlets which were submitted to sir Robert 
Walpole. Some are cotrected by bim, in 
others, tle minister inade considerable addi- 
tions.” —Coxe’s Wulpole. 


Dr. Middleton published a laboured panegy- 
ric on lord Hervey in his Dedication ‘to the 
Life of Cicero, for which both were introduced 
into the Dunciad : 

“ Narcissus, prais’d with all a parson’s pow'r, 

* Look’d a white lilly sunk beneath a show’r.’ 


" The duchess of Marlborough, in her Opi- 


nions, printed by sir D. D. (lord Hailes), has: 


the following remarks onder the year 1737 : 
** Lord Hervey is at this time always with the 
King in vast favour. He has certainly parts 
and wit, but is the most wretched, profligate 
man that ever was born, besides ridiculous; a 
painted face and not a tooth in his head: and 
It is not above six months ago that the King 
hated him so, that he would not soffer him to 
be one in his diversions at flay. I think it js 
possible that sir Robert Walpole may make 
some use of him at first, and perhaps the other 
may have vanity enough to imagine that he 
may work himself up to be a great man; but 
that is too mad I think tuo be ever effected, be- 
cause all the world, except sir Robert, abhors 
him, and notwithstanding all the mischiefs sir 
Robert bas done the nation, and myself in 
soap which people generally resent in the 
t place, I had much rather he should con- 
tinue in power than my lord Hervey :” p. 44. 


The following account of the Duel between 
Jord Hervey and Mr. William Pulteney, is 
given in a Letter from Thomas Pelham to the 


tempts were frustrated, their hopes were ren” 
dered abortive; and when we found ourselves 
quiet and easy, we again reduced our army. 


This reduction revived again the hopes of our 


enemies, they began again to plot and to cabal 
against us, under the management, and by the 
advice of the late bishop of Rochester; but 
their schemes were defeated by a timely and 
seasonable discovery, and the wicked authors 
suffered the most moderate punishment that the 
justice of the nation could inflict. 

Though every thing be at present quiet and 
easy, yet we must not imagine that we have 
no enemies, or that they have lost their former. 
watchfulness ; as long as we havea good and 


earl of Waldegrave. See Coxe’s Walpole, vol. 
3, p. 88. | | 


¢ My Lord, January 28, 1780, 
“As the present discourse of this tawn is 
about a Duel that was fought two days ago 
between lord Hervey and Mr. Pulteney, your 
lordship may be glad to hear the particulars of 
it, as well as I have been able to learn them, 


which is the only reason for troubling you by 


this post. 

** Lord Hervey sent a message to Mr. Pul- 
teney, desiring to know, whether he wrote the 
late pamphlet called ‘ The Reply’ to that of 
‘ Sedition and Defamation displayed ;’ in an- 
swer to which, Mr. Pulteney said, he would 
not satisfy lord Hervey till he knew whether 
his lordship was the author of the ‘ Dedication? 
to the latter. Accordingly lord Hervey sent 
him word that he was not; and Mr. Fox, who 
Carried this nessage, asked Mr. Pulteney what 
answer he would give about ‘The Reply ;* to 
which Mr, Pulteney said, that since lord Her- 
vey did not write the ‘ Dedication,’ he was sa- 
tisfied. But Fox insisting upon some other 
answer with relation to ‘ The Reply,’ Pulteney 
then said, that he might tell lord Hervey, that 
whether he (Pulteney) was author of ‘The Re- 
* ply,’ or not, he was ready to justify and stand 
by the truth of any part of it, at what time and 
wherever lord Hervey pleased. This last mes- 
sage, your lordsbip will easily imagine, was the 
occasion of the Duel; and accordingly, on 
Monday last, between three and four o'clock 
in the afternoon, they met in the Upper St. 
James’s Park, behind Arlington-street, with 
their two seconds, who were Mr. Fox and sir 
J. Rushout. The two combatants were each 
of them slightly wounded; but Mr. Pulteney 
had once so much the advantage of lurd Hervey, 
that he would have infallibly run my ldrd through 
the body, if his foot had not slipt, and then the 
seconds took an occasion to partthem. Upon 
which Mr. Pulteney embraced lord Hervey, 
and expressed a great deal of concern at the 
accident of their quarrel, promising at the same 


time thet he would never personally attack 


him again either with his mouth or his pen; 
lord Hervey made him a bow, without giving 
him any sort of answer, and (to use the com 
mon expression) thus they parted.” 
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- brave army for our support, they know they ,it in their power to put a stop to such mea- 


dare not break out inte any open acts of vio- 
’ Jence: But the many scandalous and seditious 
libels that are every day published against the 
government, and (he many scribblers that are 
, employed to vilify and asperse his Majesty and 
his administration, and to sow disaffection and 
discontent atnongst the people, is an evident 
sign that we have as yet many enemies, even 
-within our bosom, who would probably think 
of making use of other weapons than the pen, 
if we should be so unwise as to afford them 


tle least hopes of success, by making a. 


great reduction in our army ; and therefore I 


am for continuing the army, for this year at 


least, upon the footing that was first proposed. 
Mr. Walter Plomer replied, That the most 
- ‘weighty argument made use of by the noble 
_, Jord, seemed to be, that there was a great num- 
ber of Scribblers employed to write against the 
government; -but for bis part, he could not 
“see why that was 3 sufficient reason for keep- 
ing up astanding army of soldiers. If scribbling 
gave the government any uneasiness, or made 
them dream of danger, he thought the best 
way would be toemploy an army of scribblers 
to defend them, for he did not doubt but a suf- 
ficient number of such might be found, who 
would list upon that side where they expected 
they could make the most advantage. 
Sir William Yonge* then spoke as follows: 
‘Mr. Speaker; me 
The question now before us is not any way 
relating to the preservation or the loss of our 
liberties; we are not to suppose, we cannot sup- 
pose, that his Majesty is to employ the Forces 
we are to keep on foot in any illegal way.: or 
that he is to make use of them, or of gny other 
‘means, to encroach upon the liberties of our 
country. We have had sufticient experience 
of his Majesty’s wisdom and goodness not to 
entertain the least suspicion of any such de- 
sign; all that bis Majesty wants is, that we will 
take acare to keep up a parliamentary force, 
sufficient for enabling him to repel any attack 
that inay be made upon our country, or upon 
our constitution. [lis Majesty desires nothing 
but what may be necessary for preserving us in 
the happy and quiet state in. hick we are at 
present, and for continuing and protecting the 
free enjoyment of those liberties and privileges 
forwvhich he has always shewn so great a re- 
ard. While this is the use that is to be made 
of our standing-army, I cannot think that the 
number proposed is at all too large, and if an 
other use were to be made of them, I hope, I 
' should be as ready qs any man in this House 
to uppose any such measures; but as long as 
the continuance of the ariny depends upon 
the resolutions of Parliament from year to 
year, there is, I think, no danger of any such 
measures being entered upon, or even so much 
as thought of; the parliament will always bave 


* Appointed a Lord of the Treasury, May 
8, 1730, in the room of sir Charles Turner, 
made a Teller of the Exchequer. 


sures in their infancy, and long before they 
can be made effectual, or so much as brought 
to any maturity; andI hope it never will be 
imagined that the parliament will join in any 
measures for ensjaving the people: 

The present question is not, whether we shall 
establish a standing army te continue for ever, 
or for any term of years? Itis only about con- 
tinuing the number now proposed for one year 
longer, ull we see how the treaties we have 
lately made are relished by some foreign powers. 
If they should happen not to approve of the 
measures'we have taken for establishing the 
general good and tranquillity of Europe, our 
keeping up of our standing army will prevent 
them from taking any measures for disturbing 
that peace and tranquillity so lately settled and 
established; as long as they find that we are in 
@ Capacity to conipel their consent, they will at 
least dissemble and conceal their dislike. If 
at the expiration of the ensuing year we find, 
that all the other powers of Europe are quiet 
and easy ; if we then find that they are willing 
to rest satisfied with those measures which hare 
been agreed upon, we may then lessen the 
number of our Forces if we think fit, aud one 
year’s expence of maintaining 5 or 6,000 men, 
is but a trifle in comparison with the loss the 
nation may sustain, by exposing Europe aod 
itself to the danger of a new war. 

It is well known, Sir, how fatal it was to 
Europe, how fatal it was to this nation in par- 
ticular, the disbanding of our army after the 
peace of Ryswick ; king William had toomoch 
wisdom and penetration not to foresee the 
consequences of so wrong a step, end therefore 
he opposed it with all bis might; byt his well 
founded reasons could not prevail st the 
spirit of that faction and party, which was 50 
troublesome to him during his whole reign, and 
prevented this nation’s reaping all those ad 
tages it might bave done from his prudent ad- 
ministration. After this mischievous resolu 
tion was carried against him, and the brave 
army, which he had been at so much pains to 
discipline and train up, was in pursuance 
thereof disbanded, he saw himself in oo con- 
dition to oppese or preveat the French kings 
taking ‘possession of the whole kingdom of 
Spain, upon the demise of the then king, who 
was even atthat time in so lingering a cond 
tion, that his death was every dey expected, 
which made the Resolution for disbanding our 
army at so critical a juncture the more :djco- 
lous; therefore king Wiliam found bimself 
under a sort of necessity of entering into the 
Partition Treaty, which was afterward so much 
censured in this House, and was certainly & 
treaty that he never would have agreed to, bat 
only that he thought it was necessary to give 
the French a small part of the Spanish dom 
nions, in order to prevent their getting hold of 
the whole. 

We have seen, Sir, the good effects of 
agreeing with bis Majesty in the measures he 


| proposed fpr bringing abont the 
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ment of the and tranquillity of Europe; 
Zam persuaded, that the continuing of the Hes- 


sian troops io our pay was one of the principal 
causes of the sugcess of his Majesty’s negocia- 
tions, and I think the event has justified me 
and every one who agreed with his Majesty ino 
that measure; as I was then of opinion, that 
the continuing of the Hessian troops in our 
pay was absolutely necessary for bringing about 
those good ends which have been thereby-ef- 
ee now I am of opinion, that the 
keeping up the number of our own forces pro- 
posed, is a measure that is absolutely neces- 
sary for preserving that tranquillity which is 
just established. 

But if there were no fears from abroad, if 
there were no danger of any foreign powers at- 
tempting to disturb the tranguillity of Europe, 
yet the preservation, even of our own liberties, 
aud of the Protestant succession, make it neces- 
sary to continue the whole number proposed of 
our own troops in our pay; for though I am 
very far from thinking, that the generality, or 
’ that the greatest part of the penple are disaf- 
fected, because I always reckon that the af- 
fection of the people is to be measured by the 
affection of their representatives in parliament; 
yet I am sorry to say, that there is sull a spirit 
of jacobitism in the country ; though it be 
at present dormant, it © not quite extinguished, 
aa may appear from the treatment lately given 
to a petition for erecting the statue of king 
William,® that great king who delivered us 
from 90 many evils, and who had prevented our 
falling into the mast abject slavery that ever a 
people were brought into; yet a petition for 
erecting a statue in memory of this glorious 
king met with such contempt, as could not he 
given by any but those who are most enthu- 
siastically led by that evil spirit; and while 
there are any great remains‘of that spirit in the 
country, the government never can be safe, nor 
can the peace or quiet of the nation be secured 
without keeping up such a number of regular 
forces as may deprive such people of all hopes 
of success. For which reasons, Sir, I shall 
ee my vote for keeping op the number of 

proposed. 

Sie Willam Wyndham spoke as follows : 

Sir ; It has always been looked on as contrary 
to the constitution, and inconsistent with the 
liberties of this country, to keep up a standing 
ara in time af peace. Thisis a maxim that 
has been handed down to us frum our fore- 
fathers, and is certaiply as true a maxim as any 


neice amends. Sentara tenia nani 
_ . * The old Conduit in Cheapside, London, 
‘being ordered to be pulled down to make that 
street more commodiuus, a petition was prer 
sented to the Common Council by some citi- 
sens, desiring leave to erect a statue of king 
William, in the same place, at their own sole 
expence, which was refused: and upon this 
Occasion, one of the Common Council made 
use of this remarkable expression, viz. That to 
consent to such a request would be only re- 
MOVING ONE apisance to set up another, - 


that ever was, aor ever can be laid down, for 
the preservation of our, happy constitution. 
His Majesty has been most graciously pleased 
to assore us from: the throne, ‘ That the exe 
* pectations he had given us, from time to 
‘time, of seeing the geoeral tranquillity of 
‘ Earope restored and established, are now 
‘ fully answered.’ What have we more to ex- 
pect? Do we hope ever to see a tithe when all 
the powers of Europe will be, even to outward 
appearance, so fully satisfied and pleased that 
no jealousies nor private animosities do seem to 


remain? The hope is vain, the thing is impos- 


sible, for those very measures that sake one 
easy will always give some appearance of dis- 


guiet to another; besides, the ambition of © 


princes is such, that no general satisfaction 
can be expected, nor can a profound tran- 
guillity be oped for, to remain for any time 
without some disturbance. Either now is a 
proper time: for us to reduce a part of our 
army, or such a time will never happen; aad 
this nation must always be obliged to be at the 
expence of maintaining @ numerous regular 


army, and lie exposed to have its libertiesand | 


privileges trampled upon by the means of that 
army, whenever we shall have a king weak 
or ambitious enough, or a ministry wicked 
enough, to engage in such measures. 

A much less number, than we have at pree 
sent, have been found sufficient to guard us 
both against-invasions from abroad, and in- 
surrections at home, even in the time.of open 
war; during the whole course of the long wars, 
we had io the reigns both of king William and 
Queen Anne, a body of 6,000. or 7,000 men 
was thought all that was requisite to be kept 
in this nation, for guarding us against all the 
attempts of our enemies foreign or domestic ; 
and this small body of men with the affections 
of the people, appeared to be so sufficicnt for 
the purpose designed, that the united powers of 


France and Spain never durst venture to make an. 


invasion upon us: nay, they never so much as ate 
tempted it but once, and then they did it in 
such a faint manner as shewed they were afraid 
of the success of what they wére going about : 
Yet every one knows what an advantage it 
would have then been to the French cause, if 
they could have made a diversion, by landing 4 
body of troops in this island. 

After the peace of Ryswick the Parltameat 
was then so jealous ef their liberties, and so 


much afraid of introducing the dangerous cus-— 


tom of keeping up a Standing Army in tine of 
peace, that they got the army disbanded imme- 
diately after the peace was concluded, and 
they certainly did right in duing so. There 
were no fatal consequences from thence ensued, 


nor could the disbanding of our army give the | 


least occasion to the Partitinn-Treaty : Spain — 


was then ia a manner our own, they were opon 
our side, and were heartily engaged, or would 
have engaged, in any tolerable measures for 
preventing the French king's taking possession 
of all, or of any part of thetr territories: hut 
by that pernicious treaty, which was even: ber 
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fore the conclusion of it, and before the fatal 
effects it produced were felt, strenuously op- 
posed by some of our own ministers, and was 
afterwards su justly censured in parliament, the 
Spaniards were forced to throw themselves into 
the arms of France; they were obliged to ac- 
cept of the protection of France, in order to 
prevent their monarchy from being rent and 
torn to pieces, in pursuance of that ridiculous 
_ scheme agreed upon by the Treaty of Partition. 
Yet, notwithstanding this false step by which 
we lost the whole monarchy of Spain, we lost 
nothing by having disbanded our army ; for 
iminediately upon the war’s breaking out afresh, 
we, in conjunction with our allies not onl 

raised such an army as would have been su 
ficient to have defended Spain, but was found 
to be an over-match for the joint powers of 
France and Spain, assisted by their new ally 
the duke of Bavaria, whom we had likewise 
disobliged, and thrown into the scale against us 


by the second Partition-Treaty. Andconsider- 


ing the great success of our armsin this last war 
and the small number of regular forces we bad 
in pay before it broke out, I think we may from 
thence most certainly conclude, that there 
never can be any uecessity, or really so much 
as a pretence, for keeping up such a numerous 
‘Standing-Army in time of peace, as we have at 
present in the island of Great Britain alone. 
Sir, The brave and bold spirit which the 
British subjects naturally have is well known ; 
our enemies have often felt it to their cost; I 
hope the same spirit still remains, I hope we 


have men enough in Britain who have resolu- | 


tion to defend themselves against any invasion 
whatever, though there were notso much as one 
red-coat in the whole kingdom, It is upon the 
bravery of our subjects, upon the natural cou- 
rage of our men, that we ought principally to 
depend for the protection and safety of our 
country agaiust a foreign enemy: By trusting 
te this we bave continued for many years to be 
a happy and free people, and as svon as we be- 
gin to put our trust in any thing else, our bap- 
\ piness and our liberty will be at an end, and a 
state of misery and slavery must soon after 
ensue. me" 
As tothe Disaffection that is pretended t 
be in the country, it is nothing bat a pretence, 
and it will always be a pretence: I hope, Sir, 
it is so inconsiderable, that our ordinary civil 
officers are sufficient to seize, and our common 
gaols capable to bold all the disaffected in the 
ingdom: But I must say that the continuing 
ef a Standing Army, even from year to year, 
will certainly make the disaffection increase, 
and will make it spread through all parts of the 
kingdom ; the people never can be easy under 
, the load of taxes and the many oppressions, 
which always are, and always must be, the con- 
sequences of keeping up a numerous Standing- 
Army in any country. Our People are natu- 
rally jealous of their liberties ; the continuing 
of the army thus from year to year will make 
conclude, that they are never to be relieyed 
therefrom by parliament; this may make them 
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despair of preserving their liberty by any peace- 
able 1 miattiod, aad aay caake. eu eager: 
against one another in a cruel civil war, for the 
preservation of those liberties which they jadge 
to be in imminent danger: These may be the 
consequences, but woe to those men who ad- 
vise such Measures as may produce such fatal 
effects! I wish that neither God nor man may 
ever pardon the authors of so much misery ! 

We have heard much, Sir, of the distinction 
between a Standing Army, and a Parliamentary 
Army; for my part, I can see no difference; 
a Standing-Army is a Standing Army, let it be 
suthorized by Parliament or not: the people 
may meet with the same oppressions from both, 
and both must be maintained at the people's 
expetice. I join with the worthy member, who 
spoke last, in opinion that the affections of the 
Peeps ought to be measured by the affections 
of their representatives in parhament; it bas 
always been so hitherto; the subjects, when 
they suspected that the crown was making any 
incroachments upon their liberties, always 
pleased themselves with the thoughts that they 
would find a sure redress from their represen- 
tatives assembled in parliament; upon them 
they always depend for a certain remedy for 
all their real or even nnaginary wrongs; bat if 
this House shall thus from year to year agree to 
the continuance of a ®tanding-Army, I am 
afraid this will no longer continue to be a rule 
for measuring the people's affections: The 
people will begin to jook upon us not as their 
representatives, or as the guardians of their l- 
berties, but as the insignificant tools of a court, 
and the hbireling supporters of an adminis 
tration“. 

Mr. Henry Pelham ceplied, That as long as 
the army was regularly paid, and strict disct 
pline kept up, he did not believe that the peo- 
ple could meet with any svete from them ; 
and:as long as they were subject to be reduced 
or disbanded by the parliament, whenever i 
was thought convenient, they never could be 
employed against the liberties and privileges of 
the subjects; therefore he did not believe that 
the small number now proposed could ever 
raise any discontent or jealousy in the minds 
of the people: but he joined heartily with the 
honourable member, who spoke last, in wish- 
ing, that neither God nor.man might ever for 
give those, who were or shoald be the occasion 
of our being obliged to fight for our liberties ; 

et the case, he said, had happened; we hed 
heen obliged to fight for our liberties, and every 
thing that was dear to us: and yet notwith- 
standing, many of those who had been princi- 
lly the occasion thereof, bad been forgrven, at 
east by man. ' 

Mr. Barnard said, That he could not agree 
to the continuing of the army upon the footing 

roposed, because. we had been assured by hs 
Matesty that there was a profound tranquillity 
abroad; and if there was any party at bome 
against the Protestant Succession, he was can- 
vinced it was so insignificant that it was not 
worth taking notice of : That the setting up, or 
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not setting up king William’s statue, could be 
no.argument for proving that there was a spirit 
of Jacobitism in the country: That for bis 
part, he wished that the proposal had been 


agreed to, and that the statue had been set up; 


stitution ; and it always mast be oppressive as 
well as burdensome to the people; therefore 
nothing but an absolute necessity ought to pre- 
vail upon us to continue a standing army. 


From past times we may be able to form a 
bat he was sure that the late opposition that | judgment of the present; from what ‘has hap- 


was made to it, and the refusing to set it up in pee heretofore we may judge, whether there 
the place proposed, did not proceed from any | be at present any absolute necessity for keeping 
disatfection to the government, or from any | up such a number of regular forces. During 
dislike of the Revolution; there were many | the whele time of the late war in the reign of 
other reasons to be assigned for that refusal, | queen Anne, there were but 6 or 7,000 men of 
which by the generality of the people, who were | regular forces kept in this kingdom, and these 
concerned in that matter, were thought to be | were found sufficient, though the Pretender 
of weight enough to make them give their ne- | was then openly entertained at the French 
gative at that time. : court, and was bot a few days journey distant 
Sir Philip Yorke spoke next : from us; it was then much easier to carry on 
Sir; It is certainly the interest of this na- | a correspondence between him and his friends 
tion to render itself as considerable as possible { in this country than at present, and it must be 
amongst its neighbours ; for the greater opinion | supposed that he had more of them than he 
they have of our strength and power, the less | has now; for by the very nature of things they 
apt they will be to undertake any expeditions | must be daily decreasing, and will at last wear - 
or invasions against us, and the more easy it | quite out, if wrong measures at home do not 
will be for us to obtain from them any advan- eee it; yet notwithstanding the small num- _ 
tages or immunities, which we may think ne- r of forces then kept in the kingdom, they 
cessary for improving the trade and increasing | were never able to- give the government any, 
the riches of the kingdom. There is nothing | great disturbance or uneasiness; therefore 1 
contributes more to the power and strefgth of | must conclude, that for preventing any attempts 
a people than unanimity and concord among | from the Pretender or his party in the king- 
themselves : a factious divided peopleare never | dom,-a greater number is now not absolutely — 
able to do much good to themselves or their | necessary, but is rather quite unnecessary and 
friends, nor any great injury to their enemies | superfluous. = 
and rivals, The, only thing then, that can As soon as that war was at an end our troops 
make this nation considerable in the eyes of | were immediately disbanded, and the army re- 
foreigners, is a hearty union and agreement be- | duced to about 6,000 men ; it was not however 
tween his Majesty and his parliament; this it | at that time pretended, that it was necessary 
is which has produced that happv tranquillity | to keep our army un foot till it should be seen 
which, we now enjoy, and which by our influ- | how the treaty we had made should be relished 
ence has been communicated to the rest of | by foreign powers, or that there was any danger _ 
Europe, and in @ manner forced upon some of | of the war's breaking out afresh in case we 
the princes thereof; some of them bad inclina- | should, for the safety of our constitution, and 
tion enough to have raised commotioiis, and to | the ease of our people, disband our regular 
have disturbed the peace and quiet of their | forces. Yet I have so great a respect for her 
neighbours, but they durst not venture upon it, | Majesty’s memory, that I cannot believe she 
when they found the King of“Grest Britain | had any views of favouring the Pretender or 
and his parliament would join heartily io the { bis interest, either at home or abroad; and 
same meaeures against them: it may be sup- | with this small number of regular forces at 
posed that the same inclinations still remain, | home, we found, that not only the general 
they only watch for an opportunity to follow | tranquillity of Europe was preserved, but upon 
them; the least disagreement between his | the Queen's demise the Protestant Succession. 
Majesty and his parliement will afford them | took place without the least disturbance or op- 
what they wish, what they long for, and there- | position. There was, it is true, a rebellion 
upon the flames of war will break out afresh ; ke out some time after, and thereupon the 
for preserving therefore the tranquillity which | army was augmented, but that rebellion was 
by our influence has been established, 1t is ne- | crushed even before the augmentation was 
cessary to continue the means by which we | made; the 6,000 or 7,000 troops we had inour 
have been able to accomplish so good a design, | pay at home were found sufficient for suppress- 
for which reason [ am for agreeing with what | ing that insurrection ; and notwithstanding this 
has been proposed. : small number of forces we had on foot, and 
Mr. Walter Plomer spoke as follows : this insurrection that was at the same tine 
Sir; If I thought that the continuing the | raised against his late Majesty, yet we findthat 
number of forces proposed were necessary for | none of the powers abroad ever offered either 
eat: the public tranquillity, either at | to disturb us or any of their neighbours. Thus — 
me or abroad, or for any other good end | we find that in former times, and that very 
whatever, I should join most heartily in the |} lately too, the public tranquillity has been pre- 
proposal. It is certain, that the continuing of | served, both abroad and at home, by a little 
80 great an army in time of a profound peace # more than one third of the regular forces now 
may be of dangerous consequence to our con- {| proposed to be kept on foot; for what end 
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then can such a number be proposed, or for 
what reason should we agree to it? For my 
part, I can find none, but very strong reasons 
for opposing it as much as lies:in my power. 
must say, Sir, that it is not to the diminu- 
tion or reduction of our regular forces, that 
any attempts against us ever were, or ever can 
be ewing; such attempts, either by invasions 
or insurrections, must always erise from ovr 
government's pursoing measures by. which dis- 
affectiom and discontent are sowed among the 
people; when the people are generally disaf- 
fected, the malecontents will gather confidence 
from their numbers; and our neighbours will, 
upon every occasion, be ready to invade us, 
when they. are sure of meeting with a powerful 
support and assistance from the people them- 
selves, There is no one measare more apt to 
read a general disaffection among the sd 
that of keeping up a numerous standing 
army ; this was one of the principal things that 
ruined the late king James, and alienated from 
him the people’s affections almost to a man: 
he had to trust to even a more numerous army 
than that at present demanded ; but what was 
the consequence? That army was so far from 
securing him against the general discontent of 
the people, that they themselves, like honest 
Jnen as they were, joined in the general defec- 
tion, and contributed to the overthrow of the 
man who unjustly put bis whole truet and con- 
fidence in them. f hope, Sir, that the English 
armies will always behave so; I hope they will 
always be so faithful to their country as to for- 
sake the mao who has a' mind to enslave it; 
but. this is oot to be depended on; however, 
the example shews that any army breeds dis- 
affection among the people, and that even an 
army cannot be much depended on by that 
King, who by putting his whole confidence in 
them, has incurred the displeasure of the peo- 
ple. Therefore from the sincere affection I 
have for the present establishment, I must be 
against continuing such a great number of re- 
gular forces in this kingdom. 

Mr. Horatio Walpole spoke next: 

Sir;—I am sorry to hear a parallel drawn 
by any member of this House, between the 
army kept up by the late king James, and the 
army intended to be kept up at present: king 
James's army was raised against law, was 
maintained against the consent of the people, 
and was employed in overturniug the liberties 
of the people: the present question is about an 
army which is to be kept up, according to law, 
and by and with the consent and approbation 
of the people. If we look into the Petition of 
Right * itself, what does it say? why that an 
army raised or kept up, without consent of 
pariament, is contrary to theconstitution ; but 
it was never said, that an army kept up by 
consent of parliament is illegal, or any way 
Contrary to our happy cunsticutton ; in this re- 
spect, thereforey no parallel can be drawn be- 
tween the present army, which is to be kepre 


* See vol. 5, p. 463, 
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up only by consent of the people, and main- 
tained by them, end that army which was 
raised and maintained hy king James bimself, 
and was so far from being with the concurrence 
or consent of the people, that it was to be em- 
ployed agamst them; and I am persuaded, 
that no man here suspects that the present 


‘army is to be employed in any such manner. 


“ ¥ really believe, Sir, and I hope Iam right, 
that there is but very little dissatisfaction in the 
nation, and that the Jacobite party is now be- 
come very inconsiderable ; but still that party 
is not to be ridiculed and made a joke of : we 
are not so much to despise all attempts that 
may be made by them, as not to take any mea- 
sures to provide ourselves against them ; such a 
security 1s the best thin ‘they can wish for ; 
they would be glad to he despised in such a 
manner. Gentlemen may say what they 


will of the little consequence of any endeavours 
_that heve been, or may be used by them ; but 
the late rebellion is a certain testimony that 


they are not to be too much despised. The 
fate of the kingdom was at that time brought 
even to the decision of a day, and if the rebels 


had been saccessful but at Preston, I do not 


know what might have been the consequences ; 
I dread to think of them, but let them have been 
never so fatal, if the liberties of this nation had 
been overthrown by the success of those rebels, 
it would have been entirely owing to our baving 
so few regular forces on fuot at thattime. We 


,have eseaped that danger, but do not let usex- 
‘pose ourselves every day to such dangers for 


the future, which must be the neces conse- 
quence of reducing any part of the small 
army now on foot, and desired to be conti- 


‘need. 


A Parliamentary Army never yet did any 
harm to this nation, but reductions of that 
army have often been fatal. I have been as- 
sured by a minister of very great consequence 
at the court of France, that the reducing of 
our army after the peace of Ryswick very much 
encouraged the court of France to take such 
measures, and to make such beid steps as they 
afterwards did. They would have been more 
cautious if we had kept ourselves in a capacity 
of pouring in a numerous army upon them; 
but they saw that we had put it out of our 
power : and therefore they despised us. The re. 
duction of the army after the treaty of Utrecht 
had not, by good luck, all the ill consequences 


‘that were designed, but the reduction was cer 


tainly made with no good intent. I havea 
goad opinion enough of the late Queen, she 
had not, perhaps, any ill intentions ; but J am 
convinced that her ministers had laid a scheme > 
for overturning the Protestant Succession ; 
and theyhad' no other way of poring this 
scheme, but bv getting free of all those brave’ 
officers and soldiers who had served their coun- 
try so faitlifully in the late wars; this was what 
made the army be reduced at that time so low 
as it was: the ministers knew that those honest 
officers would not serve them in the execution 


of their destructive-schemes, but they took care 
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to suppiy their place by a body of above 6000 
anen, who were privately kept in pay, and.main- 
‘tained pndercolour of Chelsea-Hospital ; and 
-the consequence shewed what sort of men these 
ew troops were, for almost every man of them 
appeared in arms in the late rebellion against 
:the,government. We have heerd the treaty of 
Utrecht, upon which this reduction was made, 
-epplauded by some ; whether it deserves any 
such applause I do not know ; but I am cer- 
tain, that since that time we have been obliged 
“0 enter iuto separate treaties and negotiations 
almost with every power in Eurupe, for amend- 
ingor explaining the blunders of that treaty ; 
and if we are now right, whoever ascribes our 
ibeing soto that treaty, may be said to be like 
aman, who after breaking another’s bones, 
and seeing them set again very right, and 
well cured by an able surgeon, cries, you are 
obliged to me, Sir, for this great cure that has 
been performeil upon you. 
After all, Sir, I would oot have the friends to 
the present establishment think themselves ab- 
solutely safe and secure ; it is not to be sup- 
posed but that his Majesty has still some pri- 
vate enemies, even in our Own country ; peo- 
ple may say what they will about the treatment 
-the petition for erecting king William’s statue 
lately met with, but I look upon itas an affront 
designedly put upon the Revolution ; and Lam 
sure it never could have met with so much 
-contempt from any thing, but a spirit. of jacobi- 
itism = sull subsisting in the country, which can 
-never be destroyed but by taking away from 
them all jiopes of success, and this can only be 
done by keeping up anarmy sufficient to defend 
‘us-against their utmost efforts. - 
Mr. Noel spoke next and said, That he ap- 
ang very much of his Majesty’s speech to 
oth Houses at the beginning of the session ; 
che was glad to observe, that his Majesty therein 
declared, in so strong terins, his affection for 
his people, but from the motion that had been 
made for such a number of troops he thought 
the speech ought to have concluded with these 
:words, That his Majesty, to shew his affection tor 
‘bis people, would quarter upon them for next 
‘year but 18,000 men. | 


Mr. Shippen stood up, and.spoke as follows : 


Mr. Speaker, 

Isee this question in the same light with 
those gentiemen, who are’ of opinion that the 
determination of it will shew the people of 
Great Britain, whether they are to enjoy their 
Civil constitution, with all its rights and privi- 

es, or to endure a military government, with 
all its inconveniencies and oppressions, 
, However harsh this assertion may sound, It 


38 30 well founded, that if we cannot now hope 


for a reduction of the army, we may for ever 
ci (eg ofit. For this is the conjuncture, this 
the crisis, when the people of Great Britain 
ae and justice expect, 1 had al- 
need ¢ es an exemption from every 
Fouls Ar ati - tax; andas none is more grie- 
: mes, so none seems to be more 
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unnecessary at this time, than that which is 
occasioned by maintaining an extraordinary 
number of land forces. Such av exemption 
must be acceptable to his Majesty, who hath 
been most graciously pleased to open his ses- 
sion with declaring, ‘ That it isa pleasure to 
‘ him to give ease to his subjects, whenever the 
‘ welfare of the public will admit of it.’ 

Sir, There can be no doubt, but the welfare 
of the public will now admit of reducing our ex- 
pences on the head ef the army. For wehave 
the same royal assurance, That the general 
tranquillity of Europe is fully restored and esta- 


blished ; that all the jarring and contending | 


powers are united, all the different views of in- 
terest and ambition reconciled, by his Majesty’s 
extensive influence, and consummate wisdom ; 
that the wounds, which have been long bleed- 
ing, are entirely cured, by his healing hand ; 
that peace and good harmony are returned to- 
gether ; that the duty and affection of his sub- 
jects, are all hedesires for his paternal love 
and concern for them ; that his Government 
has no other security, but what is equally con- 
ducive to their happiness. | 

This is the situation, which bis Majesty pro- 
mises himself will inspire us with such a sen- 
sonable zeal for the public good, as becomes a 
parliament sensible of the blessings they enjoy. 
And imagination cannot form a more pleasing 
idea, amore perfect plan of aational prosperity, 
thao what is bere described. Nor could a good 
and gracious prince bring better tidings, or 
communicate more welcome news from the 
throne, to a free people. | 

Since then bis Majesty has so gloriously per- 
formed his part, let us not be wanting on ours, 
Let us take the earliest opportunity of con- 
vincing those we represent, that they are im- 
mediately to reap the fruit of his royal labours, 
and. that all their grievances will be gradually 
redressed. Let us begin with reducing the 
army, and making them sensible, that it is_not 
intended they should any longer bear the bur- 
then and inconveniencies of war, in a day of 
profound peace, and universal tranquillity. 
_ If we failin this great point, the peaple, who 
did not resign their understandings, when they 
delegated their power to us, knowthey have a 
right to judge for themselves. ‘They will not 
be imposed upon by appearances. They will 
be apt, notwithstanding all the fine words they 
hear, and all the fine speeches they read, to 
call this boasted success, these promised biess- 
Invs, no more than a mere delusion, a golden 
dream, a chimerical and visionary scene of 
happiness. | 

I wish thercfore the honourable person, who 
moved this question, and the other gentiemen 
who have been his co-adjutors in the support 
of it, had been a little more explicit. I wish 
instead of amusing the Committee with a de- 
tail cf the various reductions of our forces 
from the treaty of Rvswick down to this day, 
and assigning wrong causes and consequences 
to each of those reductions ; Instead of assur- 
ing us, that, to ther own private knowledge, 
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the officers of the army had frequently, on ex- 
traordinary occasions, assisted the civil mayis- 
trates in the execution of their duty; instead 
of reviving the old exploded argument of dis- 
affection and Jacobitism; I wish, instead of 
rambling so widely from tbe point in debate, 
they would have dealt more candidly with their 
audience, and told us plainly, whether they 
think a standing land-force will always be ne- 
cessary to preserve and secure our present 
happy settlement ; or whether they think the 
civil constitution of this kingdom so weakly, 
and so imperfectly framed, as to want some- 
thing of the military power to strengthen and 
sustain it. If they entertain the first of these 
notions, they must give me leave to take no- 
tice, thatsuch an insinuation is unjust, and the 
arguinent odious, siuce it 1s avery: gross re- 
flection on our present happy settlement, 
which is founded on the principles of liberty; 
and which you know, Sir, was intended to 
recofy all the errurs, and to reform all the 
abuses of preceding reigns. I say, it isa very 
gross reflection on our present settlement, to 
suppose that his Majesty cannot wear his crown 
with safety, but by burthening the nation with 
the constant eharge of maintaining near 18,000 
men ; but by establishing a force, which will 
perpetually interfere with the liberty of his sub- 
jects, and cousequently shake the foundation 
of his throne. For, however changeable the 
counsels and actions of ministers may be, the 
nature of things is permanent, and it is impos- 
sible, that what has been the constant, the cer- 
tain cause of destruction to other governments, 
should, by any new schemes, by any refine- 
ments in politics, be made the sole, or at least 
the chief, security of his Majesty’s crown. 
Ic is true indeed, that the parliament has of 
Jate years consented to keep up an extraordi- 
nary number of troops in time of peace, for 
reasons better known tn those who gave their 
consent, than to me who opposed them when 
they did so: But it has never yielded up, or 
renounced, that fundamental maxim, viz. That 
@ land-force in England ought to be considered 
as the creature of necessity, which should not 
be allowed to subsist one moment longer, than 
the exigencies of the state require. 

{f they entertain the second notion, they are 
equally mistaken in that, as iu the first ; for it is 
a notion highly injurious to our constitution, 
which was so happily compounded in its origi- 
nal formation, that it can reccive no addition 
or alteration, without prejudice. ‘There is so 


' ,@lose, so just a connexion betwixt all the parts 


of it, that if any one should be made indepen- 


dent of the rest, it would destroy that symme-_ 


try, which is essential to the whole, and which 
distinguishes it from all other constitutions. 
The crown, though limited, is armed with pre- 
rogative and power, sufticient, as well to dc- 
fend itself, as to protect its subjects. The peo- 
pie are possessed of tights and privileges, in as 
extensive a degree, as is consistent with the 
nature of monarchy, and those rights and prisi- 
Jeges are secured to Ue by the strongest and 


PARL. HISTORY, 5 Georce II. 1732.—Debate in the Commons 


[900 


most sacred obligations. Nay, this notion is: 
not only injurious, butimpracticable; for what — 
I have frequently advanced here must be unt- 
versally allowed, that the civil and military 
power cannot subsist lorg together; and its 
easy to foretell which will at last prevail, which 
will at last assume the sole dominion. We see 
the fatal effects of such a conjunction in those 
kingdoms, where armies tyrannise, and where 
senates servilely obey. 

Now God forbid, that the delightful view, 
the glorious prospect which bis Majesty has 
opened to his subjects, of their present envied 
condition, and of their future unspeakable feli- 
cities; should terminate in confusion and cala- 
mity. God forbid, that any compliance, any 
resulution of ours should endanger, or alter the 
best constituted, the best balanced government 
in Europe. For as it is the glory of our ances- 
tors, that they have maintained it in opposition 
to all the attempts of innovation, and that they 
have transmitted it entire to their posterity; sa 
it will be a mark of eternal infamy to that gene- 
ration, in whose time it shall happen, either by 
the ambition of the prince, or by the treachery 
of the ministry, or by the slavishness of the 
people, to be surrendered, or destroyed. 

But I forbear running into general argu- 
ments. I forbear too answering the distie- 
tions, which have been made, betwixt pariia- 
ment-armies and crown-armies. For, by what 
epithets soever distinguished, or by what av- 
thority soever raised or allowed, armies are in 
their nature the same, and the danger of cun- 
tinuing them the same, as I have formerly en- 
deavoured to prove, when the ministry required 
for many sessions an extraordinary nember of 
land forces, only because they had by their 
negligence, or by their insufficiency, so incom 
bered and embarrassed the public affairs, that 
they wanted a stronger guard, a more effectual 
support to secure their administration, than 
their own wisdom and conduct. 

“‘ But the case is altered, and his Majesty 
has extricated us out of all the difficulties, out 
of the long unsettled state of affairs, in which 
his ministers had involved us. I therefore rest 
the whole debate on the circumstances we are 
said to be in at this day, and in that view I take 
it to be impossible for any one, who is a weil- 
wisher to the true and antient constitution of 
this kingdom, to vote for the question as it now 
stands. I submit indeed to the amendment 
made by a noble lord, [lord Morpeth] for a 
smaller number of forces than was at first pro- 
posed, I mean for 12,000 rather than near 
18,000 men, only as it is the minus Malum, and 
not because I think that number now neces 
sary for our preservation, nor because I think 
any nuinber ought ever to be admiited into our 
establishment, or considered as a part of our 
constitution, on any pretence whatsoever. 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up next, and made 
the following speech : 

Sir; I find the gentlemen, who oppose the mo- 
tion made Ly my hon. friend, have all along a 
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gued, as if the number of forces now proposed 
were to be kept up against law, or to continue 
for ever ; whereas the very design of the motion 
made to this House is, in order to have a law 
for keeping them up; and all that the gentle- 
man wants by his motion is, that they shall be 
continued for this year only. ~The case then 
before us is, whether it will be more proper, 
and more for the benefit of the nation, to keep 
up the number proposed for one year, or by an 
ill-timed frugality to reduce some part of them, 
and thereby expose the nation tu be contemned 
and despised by our neighbours round us, and 
that ata time when the public tranquillity is 
but jast settled, and before we can know whe- 
ther some of our neighbouring powers are satis: 
fied or not. Nations, as well as private men, 
must accommodate their measures to the times 
they live in. The circumstances of Europe are 
now much altered from what they were in for- 
mer days; but a very few aves ago there was 
no such thing in Europe as what we now calla 
standing army ; there was nothing but the mili- 
tia in any country, and therefore it was no way 
necessary for us to have any thing else. If we 
quarrelled with any of our neighbours, we were 
sure they had nothing but Militia to bring 
against us, our Militia was, and 1 hope is still 
as good as theirs, but I do not believe that any 
man will say, that the militia of any countty 
can be made fully as good as regular troops bred 
up to discipline, and accustomed to command 
for many years; the thing is impossible, and is 
so looked on by all the powers of Europe: 
There is not now a sovereign state in Europe, 
but keeps a body of regular troops in their pay ; 
there are none of our neighbours but what 
keep a much greater number than we do; and 
therefore it is hecome in a manner absolutely 
necessary for us to keep soine; we must have 
some regular troups to oppose to those that 
may upon a sudden emergency be brought 
against us, and to obstruct and oppose their 
passage till we have time to raise more: The 
only question is, how grcat a number we ought 
to keep,.and in what manner they are to be kept 
up, and so as pot to be dangerous to our con- 
stitution ? 

As to the preventing of any danger, arising 
from the regular forces kept up, I do not think 
there can be a better method proposed, than 
that of keeping them up only by authority of 
parliament, and continuing them only from 
year to year; by this method, Sir, they must 
always be dependent upon, and subservient to 
the parliament or people, and consequently 
can never be made use of for any thing, but 
for the preservation and safety of: the people 
ss Se all attempts foreign and domestic; and 
while they are kept up in this manner, they 
will always be a terror to our enemies, without 
sabjecting us to any of those misfortunes which 
other countries have fallen into. A standing 
army, I find, is represented by some gentlemen, 
who have spoke upon the other side of the 
question, as not to be depended on even by the 
King, whose service they are in. I grant that 


an army of British subjects, whatever way 
kept up or modelled, is not to be trusted to by 
a King who makes any attempts upon the liber- 
ties of the people; but if such an army raised 
and maintained without consent of parliament. 
was, we find, not to be trusted to by a King 
who had such designs, how mych_ less can 
any man depend for the execution of such de- 
signs upon an army suchas we have at present? 
An army raised, kept up, and maintained by 
the people: an army that may be dismissed by 
them when they please ;- and an army that is 
commanded by gentlemen‘of some of the best es- 
tates and families amongst us, who never can be 
supposed capable of joining im any measures for 
enslaving a country where they have so great 


“an interest, and where their ancestors have so 
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often signalized themselves in the cause of 
liberty. It isnot therefore to be imagined, that 
ever such an army can be of any dangerous 
consequence to our liberties, were they much 
more numerous than they are proposed to be. 

It is certain, that every state in Europe now 
measures the strength of their neighbours by 
the number of regular troops they can bring 
into the field; the number, or even the bravery 
of any Militia is not now much regarded, and 
therefore the influence and the credit that 
every state in Europe has, or can expect in the 
public negociations thereof, depends entirely 
upon the number of regular troops they can 
commafid upon any emergency; we must there- 
fore’ conclude, that if we reduce the number of 
our forces, our influence abroad will decrease; . 
our enemies will begin to imagine, that they 
may catch great advantages of us, or at least 
of our allies, before we can be in a condition 
to afford any considerable assistance to our 
friends, or do any great injury to them; upon 
which account I cannot think it prudent to 
make any great reduction of our army, before 
the treaties we have made for establishing the 
tranquillity of Europe are fully and absolutely 
secured by such aliiances, as may make the 
execution of what we have stipulated and 
agreed upon, certain and indisputable, 

But even as to our security at home, I do 
not think, Sir, that it can bear any reduction at 
present; we do not know what sudden and un- 
expected attempts may be made upon us; and 
notwithstanding the great army we have, as is 
pretended, at present, it is certain that we 
could not in several weeks time bring 5000 
men of regular forces together in any part of 
the island, for opposing any invasion that may 
happen to be a upon us, without stripping 
our capital, and leaving it without any detence 
against its open or secret enemies, Those who 
tell us, that there were no more than 7000 
men in England during the course of the late 
war, forget that we had at that time 4000 or 
5000 men in Scotland, and had all along a 
great army abroad at our command, which we 
could bring over when we pleased, and did 
actually bring over 10,000 men from Flanders, 
immediately upon the first certuin accounts we 
had that the French designed an invasion in 
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Scotland, which made the number of tegular 


forces then in the island above 20,000, and. 


shews that we were very far from relying upon 
the 7,000 men we then had in England, for our 
sole defence in the time of danger: besides; we 
ought to consider that the king of France was 
then wholly taken up in defending his own 
territories ,and settling his sun in the possession 
of the Spanish Monarchy; he had not time to 
think of the Pretender, nor could he spare any 
troops for aking an invasiun upon us. 

Whereas, should that nation, or any other 
begin now to have a quarrel with us; the first 
thing they would probably do, would be to 
endeavour to steal in the Pretender upon us 
with a good body of regular troops; which at- 
tempt they will always be the more ready to 
make, the fewer regular forces we have at 
home tooppose them: We have now no army 
abroad: at our command ; our allies might per- 
haps have no more than were absolutely ne- 
cessary for the defence of their own territories, 
and though they had, we know what a tedious 
affuir it is before they can be brought over to 
Ourassistance; wecannot thercfore properly 
put our trust in any but those which we have 
within the Island, the number proposed is the 
smallest we can trust to, till the affairs of Eu- 
rupe be so settled, as that we can be in no 
danger of an attack. 

Imust take notice, Sir, that all those who 
are professed enemies to our constitution, and 
to the Protestant succession, exclaim loudly 
against a standing army: There is not, I be- 
lieve, a Jacobite in the land, but what appears 
strenuously against the keeping up so great a 
number of regular forces: I must, Sir, upon 
this occasion, acquaint you with a story that 
happened to me but the other day. Some bills 
Imving been lately sent over from Iieland for 
his Majesty’s approbation, and among them 
one against the papists’of that kingdom; coun- 
sel were adimitied to be heard for and against 
the Bill; In arguing of this matter, it happened 
that the counsel for the Papists had occasion 
to refer to the articles of Limerick, and there- 
fore wanted them to be read; but there being 
no copy of them then at the counsel board, 
their sulicitor, who was a Papist, pulled a little 
book out of his pocket, and from thence read 
the Articles; I supposed that this little book 
was his Wade Mecum, and therefore I desired 
to look upon it, and found that it contained 
those articles of Limerick, the French king’s 
declaration against the States of Holland in 
the year 1701, and three arguments against a 
standing army: from whence I concluded, that 
this solicitor was a notable holderforth in 
Coffee-houses against the pernicious conse- 
quences of a stunding army; and I do not 
donbt, bat that if he were a member of this 
House, he would be une of the keenest among 
us against the present question: For which 
reason, Sir, I shall glory in being one of those 
that are for it, :; 
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Mr. William Putteney* replied as follows, 
Sir; 

We have heard a great deal about periia 
mentary armies, and about an army continued 
from year to year; I have always been, Sir, 
and always shall be against a standing army of 
any kind; to me itis a terrible thing whether 
under that of parliamentary or any other de 
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‘+ Mr. Pultency being born to aplentitul fore 
tune, he early had a seat in the Mouse of Com- 
mons, and began to distinguish himself by’ being 
a warm paruzan against the ministry in the 
reign of queen Anne. He had sagacity to de 
tect their errors, and spirited eloquence suti- 
cient to expose them. These services were well 


rewarded by king George 1, who, upon coming 


to the throne, raised Mr. Pulteney to the place 
of secretary at war, in the year 1714. Not 
long atter he was raised to be cofferer to his 
Majesty’s houshold ; but the intimacy between 
this gentleman and sir Robert Walpule, who 
then acted as prime minister, was s00n inter 
rupted, by its being suspected that sir Robert 
was desirous of extending the limits of the pre- 
rugative, and promoting the interest of Hanover, 
at the expence of his country. 

“Nor did Mr. Pulteney confine his displea- 
sure at the minister to his person only, but to 
ail his measures; so that some have been of 
op'nion, that be opposed sir Robert often, when 
the measures he pursued. were beueticial to the 
public, 

‘«'This course of steady opposition at last be- 
came so obnoxious to the crown, that the King, 
onthe 1st day of July, 1731, called for the coun 
cil book, and with hisown band struck the namé 
of Wiiliam Pulteney, esq. out of the list of privy 
counsellors: his Majesty turther ordered him 
to be put out of all commissions of the peace; 
the several lord lieutenants, from whom he had 
received deputations, were commanded to re 
voke them ; aud the lord chancellor and ¢ecre- 
taries of state were directed to give the neces 
sary orders for that purpose. ad 

‘SA proceeding so violent in the ministry 
only served to inflame this gentleman’s resent- 
ment, and increase his popularity, It was 
some time after this, that he made that celebrat- 
ed speecd, in which he compared the ministry 
to an empiric, and the constituion of England 
to his patients. ‘ This pretendér im physic, 
said he, ‘ being consulted, tells the distemper- 
‘ed person, there were but two or three ways 
‘ of treating his disease, and he was afraid that 
‘none of them weuld succeed. A votnit might 
‘throw him into convulsions that would occa- 
‘sion immediate death; a purge might bring 
‘on a diarrhea that would carry bim off in a 
‘short time; and he had been already bled so 
‘much, and so often, that he could bear it no 
‘longer. The unfortunate patient, shocked at 
¢ this declaration, replies, * Sir, you have always 
‘ pretended to be a regular doctor, but I now 
‘find you are an arrant quack ; I bad an excel- 
‘lent constitution when I first tell into your 


bands, but you have quite destroyed it; and 
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signation ; a standing army is still a standing 
army, Whatever name it be called by ; they. are 
a body of men distinct from the body of the 
ate : they are governed’ by different Inws : 

lind obedience, and an entire submission to 
the orders of their cémmanding officer is their 


‘ now I find | have no other chance for saving 
‘ my life, but by calling for the help of some re- 
* gular physician.’ 

“In the year 1741, when sir Robert found 
his place of prime minister no longer tenable, 
he wisely resigned all bis employments, and 
was created car] of Ortord. His opposers, 
among whom Mr. Pulteney had long been fore- 
most, were assured of being provided for; and, 
among several other promouons, Mr. Pulteney 
was s»vorn of the privy council, and soon after- 
wards created earl of Bath. He had lony lived 
in the very focus of popular observation, and 
was respected as the chief bulwark against the 
encroachinents of the crown. But, from the 
moment he accepted a title, all his favour with 
the people was at an end; and the rest of Ins 
life was spent in contemning that applause 
which he could no longer secure.”— Bivgraphi- 
cal Dictionary. 


“ Mr. Pulteney was the head of the opposi- 
tion inthe House of Commons, He was a 
professed whig, aud as such he opposed the 
minister; but he never intended that this op- 
position should be carried farther than to re- 
trieve the nation ‘rom those measures, which as 
a whig he thouvht to be wrong, and which he 
blamed the minister, who had risen upon the 
whig interest, for pursuing.” —Findal. 


«Mr. Pulteney inherited from nature a good 
understanding, which he had studiously culti- 
vated ; he was one of the most learned members 
in the House of Commons; extremely well 
qualified to judge of literary productions; well 
read in history and politics; deeply skilled in 
the British constitution, the detail of govern- 
ment, and the nature of the finances. He 
spoke with freedom, fluency, and uncommon 
warmth of declamation, whkh was said to be 
the effect of personal animosity to sir Robert 
Walpole, with whom he had formerly been con- 
nected. ' 

«¢ Soon after he was made earl of Bath, be 
declared in the House of Lords, ¢ That he con- 
‘sidered it as an act of cowardice and mean- 
“ ness to fall passively down the stream of popu- 
‘larity, and to suffer his reason and integrity 
“to be overborne by the noise of vulgar cla- 
‘mors, which had been raised against the mea- 
“sures of government by the low arts of exag- 
* veration, fallacious reasonings, and partial re- 
‘ presentations.” The very language which sir 
Robert Walpole had often used against Mr. 
Pulteney and bis confederates in the House of 
Commons.”—Smollett. 


“‘ Mr. Pultency was formed by nature for so- 
cial and convivial pleasures. Rescntinent made 
him engage in business, He had thought him- 


only principle. The nations around us, Sir, 
are already enslaved, and have been enslaved 
by those very means; by means of their stand- 
ing armies they have every one lost their liber- 
ties ; it isindeed impossible that the liberties 
of the people can be preserved, in any country 
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self slighted by sir Robert Walpole, to whom he 
publicly avowed not only revenge, but utter 
destruction. He had lively and shining parts, 
a surprizing quickness of wit, and a happy turn 
to the most amusing and entertaining kinds of 
poetry, as epigrams, ballads, odes, &c.; in all 
which he had an uncommon facility. Hiscome ” 
positions in that way were sometimes satirical, 
often licentious, but always full of wit. 

“He had a quick and clear conception of. 
business, could equally detect and practise so- 
phistry. He.could state and explain the most. 
Intricate matters, even in figures, with the ut- 
most perspicuity. His parts were rather above 
business; aud the warmth of his imagination, 
joined to the impetuosity and restlessness of 
his temper, made him incapable of conducting 
it long together with prudence and steadiness. 

“‘ He was a most complete orator and debater 
in the House of Commons; eloquent, enter- 
taining, persuasive, strong, and pathetic, as oc- 
cusion required; for he had arguments, wit, 
and tears, at his command. His breast was 
the seat of all those passions which degrade our 
nature, and disturb our reason. There they 
raged in perpetual conflict; but svarice, the 
meanest of them all, generally triumphed, ruled , 
absolutely, and in many instances, which I 
forbear to mention, most scandalously. 

‘‘ His sudden passion was outrageous, but 
supported by great personal courage. Nothing 
exceeded his ambition but his avarice; they 
often accompany, and are frequently and reci- 
procally the causes and the etfects of each 
other; but the latter is always a clog upon the 
former. He affected good-nature and com- 
passion, and perhaps his heart might feel the 
misfortunes and distresses of his fellow-crea- 
tures, but his hand was seldom or never stretch- 
ed out to relieve them, Though he was an 
able actor of truth and sincerity, he could 
occasionally lay them aside, to serve the pure 
poses of his ambition or avarice. 

‘‘ He was once in the greatest point of view 
that ever I beheld any subject in. When the 
oppesition, of which he was the leader in the 
\louse of Commons, prevailkd-at last againse 
sir Robert Walpole, he became the arbiter be- 
tween the crown and the people: the former 
imploring his protection, the latter his support. 
In that critical moment his various jarring pas~ 
sions were in the hjghest ferment, and for a 
while suspended his ruling one. Sense of 
shame made him hesitate at turning courtier 
on a sudden, after baving acted the patriot so. 
long, and with so much applause; and his pride 
made him declare, that be would accept of no 
place, vainly imagining, that he could by such. 
a simulated and temporary self-denial preserve 
bis popularity with the public, and bis power at 
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where a numerous standing army is kept up. 
Shall we then take any of our measures from 
the examples of our neighbours? No, Sir, upon 
the contrary, from their misfortunes we ought 
to learn to avoid those rocks upun which they 
have splir. 


f 


court. He was mistaken in both. The King 
hated bim almost as much for what be might 
have dore, as for what he had done; and a mot- 
ley ministry was formed, which by no means 
desired his company. ‘The nation looked upon 
him as a deserter, and he shrunk into insigaifi- 
cancy and.an earldom. 

“© He made several attempts afterwards to 
retrieve the opportunity he had lost, but in 
vain; his situation would not allow it. He was 
fixed in the House of Lords, that hospital of in- 
curables ; and his retreat to popularity was cut 
off: for the canfidence of the public, when once 
‘great and once lost is never to be regained. 
He lived afterwards in retirement with the 
wretched comfort or Hlorace’s muser ; (Populus 
me sibilat, &c.) I may, perhaps, be suspecied 
to have given too strong colouring to some fea- 
tures of this portrait; but I solemuly protest, 
that I have drawa it conscientiously, and to 
the best of my knowiedge, from a very long ac- 
quaintance with, and observation of, the original. 
Nay, I have rather softened than heightened 
‘the colouring.”—~Lord Chesterfield. 


‘In 1780 Pulteney placed himself at the 
head of the discontented Whigs. In conjunc- 
tion with Bolingbroke, his ancient antagonist, 
he became the principal supporter of the Crafts- 
man, to which paper he gave many essays, and 
furnished hints and observations. 

“Ac this period, Pulteney was greatly 
courted by the foreign ministers of those pow- 
ers who were displeased with the measures of 
the British Cabinet, and by none more than 
by Palm, the imperial ambassador, who. ca- 
balled with opposition and endeavoured to 
overturn the ministry. 

“The controversy in 1731, which passed 
between Pulteney and Walpole’s friends and 
pamphleteers, widened the breach, and render- 
ed it irreparable. The Craftsman was full of 
invectives against Walpole, antl the measures 
of his admiuistration. In answer to this paper, 
a pamphlet was published under the ttle of 
Sedition and Defamation Dispiayed ;’ in a 
Letter to the Author of the Craftsman, with 
a motto from Juvenal, 


¢ Ande aliquid brevibus Gyaris, et carcere dignum, 
‘ Si vis esse aliguis 


It cootnined a violent, and, according to the 
spirit of the political pamphlets of the times, a 
scurrilous abuse of Pulteney and Bolingbroke. 
The character of Pulteney is pourtrayed in 
the colours of party, in a dedication to the 
patrons of the Craftsman ; and his opposition 
is wholly attributed to disappointed ambition 
and personal pique. In answer to this pam- 
phiet, which he supposed to be written by lord 
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Tt signifies nothing to tell me, that our army 
is commanded by such gentlemen as cannot 
be supposed to join in any measures for en- 
slaving their country; it may he so; I hope it 
isso; I have a very good opmion of many gen- 
tlemen now in the army; I believe they would 


Hervey, the great friend and supporter of sit 
Robert Walpole, he wrote, § A proper Reply 
‘to alate scurrilous Libel, intituled Sedition 
‘aud Defamation Displayed, in a Letter to 
‘the Author; by Caleb D’Anvers of Grays 
‘Inn, esq.” 

“ In tiis pamphlet, Mr. Pulteney introduces 
the character of sir Robert Walpole, whichit 
must be confessed does not yield, either in 
scurrility or misrepresentation, to that of Pul- 
teney, given jn * Sedition and Defamation Dis- 
‘ played. 

‘¢ In this publication, the Author treated lord 
Hervey with such contempt, and lashed him 
with such ridicule, in allusion to his effeminate 
appearance, as a species of half inan and halt 
woman, which Pope, in his character of Sporus 
has no less illiberally adopted, that lord Hervey 
was hizhly offended, a duel ensued, and Pulte- 
ney slightly wounded his antagonist. It after 
wards appeared that lord Hervey did not com- 
pose this pamphlet; and Pulteney acknowledged 
his mistake, ahd imputed it, without sufficient 
authority, to Walpole himself. [It was wntten 
by sir William Yonge, Secretary at War, as be 
himself informed the late lord Hardwicke. | 

‘* As one great source of ubloquy vented by 
the ministerial writers against Pulteney, was 
his junction with Bolingbroke, who, when 
driven from his country, had espoused the 
party of the Pretender, a letter by Bolingbroke 
appeared in the Craftsman of May 22, 1731, 
with the fictitious name of Old-castle, which, 
after heaping many charges on the minister, 
drew the characters of Pulteney and Boling- 
broke in a most favourable light, and vindicat- 
ed them from the imputations of the writers 00 
the side of government. 

‘< This Letter produced an Answer, intituled, 
‘Remarks on the Craftsman’s Vindication of 
‘ his two honourable Patrons, in his paper of 
‘May 22,1731. Par Nobile Fratrum ;’ In 
which the two characters commended by the 
Craftsman, were attacked with increasing &s- 
perity, and Pulteney was loaded with the most 
virulent personal abuse, by ransacking his pri- 
vate life, prying into Ins domestic concerns a 
family transactions, by accusing him of acting 
solely from disappointinent and revenge, of 
being governed by veteran Jacobites, of dis- 
respect to the king, ingratitude to the mumster, 
of sharing the bounties, and adding to the pen- 
sions of the crown, and of having obtained the 
fee-simple of 9,000/. per annum, by the favour, 
indulgence, and assistance of the minister, 
whom he had swornto destroy. Perhaps he 
would have acted a more prudent and digmfied 
part, in not making any reply to the Invecuive 
of a party pamphlet ; but, as he conceived it 
to have been written, or at leust the materials 
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Not join in any such measures; but their lives 
are uncertain, nor can we be sure how long 
they may be continued in command; they may 
be all dismissed in a moment, and proper tvols 
of power put in their room. Besides, Sir, we 
know the passions of men, we know how dan- 
gerous it is to trust the best of men witb tov 
much power; where was therea braver army 
than that under Julius Caesar? Where was 
there ever an army that had served their coun- 
try more faithfully ? That army was commanded 
generally by the best citizens of Rome, by 
men of great fortune and figure in their country ; 
yet that army enslaved their country. The af- 
fections of their soldiers towards their country, 
the honour and integrity of the under-officers, 
are not to be depended on; by the military 
law, the administration of justice is so quick, 
and the punishments so severe, that neither 
officer nor soldier dares offer to dispute the or- 
ders of his supreme commander ;_ he must not 
consult his own inclinations: Ifan officer were 
commanded to pull his own father out of this 
House, he must do it; -he:dares not disobey; 
immédiate death would be the sure consequence 
of the least grumbling. And if an officer were 
sent into the Court of Requests, accompanied 
hy a body of musketeers with screwed bayonets, 
and with orders to tell us what we ought to do, 
and how we were to vote, I know what would 
be the duty of this House; I know it would be 
our duty to order the otiicer to be taken and 
hanged up at the door of the Lobby: but Sir, 
I doubt much if such a spirit could be found in 
the House, or in any House of Commons that 
will ever be in England. 


to have been furnished by the minister, his in- 
dignation was roused, and he published an ani- 
mated defence of himself and his own conduct, 
a work to which I have frequently alluded, as 
Containing much curious information on the 
Origin and progress of the quarrel between him 
and Walpole. It is styled, ‘ An Answer to one 
* part of a late infamous Libel, intituled, “ Re- 
‘marks on the Craftsmaa’s Vindication of his 
‘two honourable Patrons;” in which the cha- 
*racter and conduct of Mr. P. is fully vin- 
‘dicated.’ Addressing it to sir Robert Wal- 
pe he says of the pampblet in which he had 

en so indecently abused, ‘ There are seve- 
ral passages of secret history in it falsely 
stated and misrepresented, which could come 
from nobody but yourself. You might, per- 
haps, employ some of your mercenaries to 
work them up for you; but the ingredients are 
Certainly your own.” 

_“* In the course of the defence, Mr. Pulteney 
gives us his account of the conversation about 
making him Secretary of State, which he ac- 
Cuses Walpole of having disclosed, and mis- 
represented, _And as Walpole had thrown out 
s him the bait of the secretaryship, to prevent, 

. Possible, his opposing the payment of the 
hh debts, the secret history of that trans- 

tion, as far as Pulteney was coucerred, is 


id befure the public. Having gone tbrough 


Sir, I talk not of imaginary things ; I talk of 
what has happened to an English House of 
Commons, and from an English Army, not 
only from an English Army, but an Army that 
was raised by that very House of Commons, an 
Army that was paid by them, and an Army that 
was commanded by Generals appointed by 
them; therefore, do not let us vainly imagine, — 
that an Army raised and maintained by au- 
thority of Parliament will always be submissive 
to them: If an Army beso numerous as to have 
it in their power to overawe the Parliament, 
they will be submissive as long as the Parlia- 
ment does nothing to disoblige their favourite 
general; but when that case happens, I am 
afraid that instead of the Parliament’s dismiss- 
ing the army, the army will dismiss the Parlia- 
ment, as they have done heretofore. Nor does 
the legality or illegality of that Parliament, or 
of that army, alter the case, for with respect to 
that army, and according to their way of think- 
ing, the Parliament dismissed by them was a 
legal Parliament; they were an army raised 
and maintained according to law, and at first 
they were raised, as they imagined, for the 
preservation of those Liberties which they after- 
wards destroyed. | 

It has been urged, Sir, that whoever is for the 
Protestant Succession must be for continuing 
the Army: for that very reason, Sir, J am 
against continuing the Army: I know that 
neither the Protestant Succession in his Majes- 
ty’s most illustrious house, nor any succession 
can ever be safe as long as there is a Standing 
Army inthe country. Armies, Sir, have no 
regard to hereditary Successions. The first two 


that part of his defence he proceeds, “ Since 
now we are upon the neacs of secret history, 
which you have opened, I must explain ano- 
ther point in this gentleman’s defence, con- 
cerning the reconcilration between bis late ma- 
jesty ang the present king, from whence it will . 
appear, whether you or this gentleman was 
most greedy of employments, and who dis- 
covered the truest zeal for the honoar of his pre- 
sent majesty.” ‘s 

“The disclosure of this secret conversation, 
and of the contemptuous expressions which 
Walpole is said to have uttered against the 
king, when prince of Wales, instead of irritat- 
ing lim against the minister, only raised his 
resentment higher against Pulteney. Frank- 
lin, the printer of the pamphlet, was arrested ; 
Pulteney’s name was struck out of the list of 
privy counsellors, and he was put out of all 
commissions of the peace, measures which 
tendered to render the breach irreparable. 
Such was indeed the bitterness of party, and 
the animosity against the minister, that Pul- 
teney does not hesitate to declare, that “ the 
opposition had come to a determined resolution, 
not to listen to any treaty whatsoever, or from 
whomsoever it may come, in which the first and 
principal condition should not be to deliver 
him up to the justice of the country.” Coxe’s 
Walpole, 
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Czsars at Rome did pretty well, and found 
means to keep their armies in tolerable subjec- 
tion, because the generals and officers were all 
their own creatures; but bow did it fare with 
their successors? Was not every one of them 
mamed by the army without any regard to 
-hereditary right, or to any right? A cabler, a 
rdener, or any man who happened to raise 
imself in the army, and could gain their affec- 
tions, was made emperor of the world: Was 
not every succeeding Emperor raised to the 
throne, or tumbled headlong into the dust, ac- 
cording to the meer whim or mad frenzy of the 
soldiers? 

We are told, Ho! Gentlemen, but this army 
is desired to be continued but for one year 
longer, it is not desired to ‘ be continued for 
any term of years’: how absurd is this distinc- 
tion! Is there any.army in the world continued 

for any term of years? Does the most absolute 
monarch tell his army, that he is to continue 
them for any number of years, or any number 
of months? How lony have wealready continued 
our army from year to year? And if it thus 
continues, wherein will it differ from the Stand- 
ing Armies of those countries which have al- 
ready submitted;their necks to the yoke? We 
are now come to the Rubicon; our army is 
now to be reduced, or it never will; from his 
Majesty’s own mouth we are assured of a pro- 
found tranquillity abroad ; we know there is one 
at home; if this is not a proper time, if these 
circumstances do not afford us a safe opportu- 
tunity for reducing at least a part of our regular 
forces, we never can expect to see any reduc- 
tion ; and this nation, already overloaded with 
debts and taxes, must be loaded with the heavy 
Charge of perpetually supporting a numerous 
Standing Army; and remain for ever ex;osed 
to the danger of having its Liberties and Privi- 
leges trampled upon, by any future king or 
ministry, who shall take it in their heads to do 
so, and shall take a proper care to model the 
sariny for that purpose. j 
Then the question was put, on sir Wiliiam 


Strickland’s motion, which was agreed to, with- ; 
’ ag 3 


out any Amendment, by 241 against 171. 


Debate in the Commons, on Mr. Pulteney’s 


Motion for an Account of what Savings had been. 


snade by Vacancies in the Army.] Jan. 27. Mr 
William Pulteney moved, ‘That an humble 
Address be presented to his Majesty, that he 
-would be graciously pleased to give directions 
‘to the proper officers, to lay befure the House 
jan Account of what Commissions in the Army 
and Governments of Garrisons had been kept 
wacant, and what Savings had been made there- 
upon.” Upon this 

Sir William Strickland stood up and said, 
‘That no such Account had ever been kept at 
the War Office; the custom there was, that 
when any. officer died, the Commissary certified 
dis death to that officer, in order that the pay 


might be stopt; and they never began to issue | 


any money upon that account ull a new com- 
mission was lodged in that office.’ 
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Sir William Yonge*® added, That whatever 
Savings could possibly be upon that account 
amounted to sucb e small sum, that it wasa 
mere trifle, and was not worth being taken apy 
notice of by that House. 

Mr. Henry Pelham said, That all the time be 
had been in that office, and he believed it was 
so still, no commissions were ever kept vacant 
for any time: that it was always his Majesty's 
custom to fll up every commission in the amy 
immediately after 1t became vacant, so that 
there could be little or no Savings upon that 
account; and_ifthcre was any, the custom had 
always been to leave it to be disposed af by 
his Majesty, in such manner as he thought 4 
Hereupan 7 

Mr. William Pulteney spoke ns follows: 

Sir; I made this motion in a manner by 
mere accident; but I do not think itis any 
argument against it to tell us, that the Savings 
amount to but a mete trifle; we shall be best 
judges of that, when we see the Accounts lad 
before us ; and let it amount to what it will, if 
it is saved, (I will not say sunk, being a hard 
word) we oughs to inquire into the application 
of it. I believe there are not a great may 
Commissions kept long vacant, but I am sure 
there have been some that have been kept 
vacant for a considerable time, we ought at 
least to have .an Account of them; because I 
observe, there is ademand every year brought 
in, which is called, * An Account of Services 
‘incurred and not provided for ;’ I thiok, the 
most proper way of answering this Account i, 
to have « Aa Account of Services provided for 
‘and not performed.’ J.am persuaded that nl 
the Civil List Revenue there is uot an office 
vacant for a day, but what the Savings thereby 
are brought to account, and disposed of in the 
most frugal manner. I think the same good 
manageinent ought to be abserved in the amy. 

General Ross said, That he supposed tbe 
same incthod was observed now, .thut was for- 
merly observed in Flanders: that he knew no 
commission was then kept vacant for any time; 
as soon as ever the death of any ofhcer was 
certified, a new coinmissiun was granted to 
some other in his place, and what little Savings 
could be made that way were always left to the 
disposal of the general, and were applied by 
him in such manner as he thought most proper 
fur the public service. 

Mr. Bootle spoke next: ; 

Sir; Whatever is given for the maintenance 
of the Army is a part of the public money, and 
it is our business to call for tbe Accounts, and 
inquire into the disposal of every farthing © 


ae a ee ae are ee eee ete 
* Smollett describes sir William Yonge as @ 
man “who rendered himself serviceabie and 
necessary, by stooping to all complhances, rua- 
. ning upon every scent, and haranguing on every 
subject with an even, unintercupted, tedious 
flow of dull declamation, composed of aaseruons 
without veracity, conclusion frum false preni- 
ses, words without mesuing, and language 
without propriety.” 


~ 
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such money. Ifthe Savings by vacantcommis- granted to his Majesty, for defraying the charge 
sions have hitherto been well and properly ap- | of the said 17,709 men.” 7 

plied, they who advised such applications will | The first of the above Resolutions was agreed 
have the more honour, and if there have been | to by the House, without any new debate, but 
any misapplications, this House ought to take | upon putting the question as to the second, 
care to prevent any such for the future. In} ya. paiep P 
past times the Savinys upon this account may : 
perhaps amount to but a trifle; however it 1s 
certain, that considering the great number of 
Officers we maintain, a very large sum may be 
annually saved; andif we never call for any 
such sccount, commissions may in time of 
peace be kept vacant fora long time, on pur- 


pose there 9) ro ales money, in Stee convert septiments even ag to this'second Resolution 
~acietia enatmay-be prcjudioat fo tie Baton: Sir, it is highly necessary for the good and wel- 
nid : : fare of this nation, that every farthing of the 
Sie Robert Walpole stood up and said: : ; : J B 
Sir; During all the time fee the duke of oes ree the AHA are put to should be 
Marlborough commanded our armies, there was ey ho catan. senerted gna by ory 
never any commission became vacant but was | | dt ci ndeta believe i the oe Pe K 
immediately filled up ; there was indeed general- | 11-18 O00 men cost them only 653 oars / : 
ly about a week allowed for the filling up of any |; ers Pee aan ore ie anes as 
vacency, but what was saved that way wasgenc- SAt tho piace. hace ae od iy eth, 
rally given to the colonel of the regiment, to an- | ied onid ie he snl of are & SHE ae 
swer some of the extraordinary expences he was P ptcag see his A » cee 
sometimes put to: or it was given to the officer. we Hoe gilli te pinta A ‘ ar 3 a papi 
that succeeded, to defray the charges he might a? ba : fi rar pleneecihagae Gi sw icdies the 
be at upon account of his new commission. nation, but what pays @ very great additional 
The same custom is still observed, and any | rele by way of Quarters for the officers and sol- 
, Snainit iéers. : a as 
little Savings that happen between the death } Bee there is still; “Sirs. a amuchpeentersevil 


of one ofiicer, and the putting of another]. - ete e. 
a his. foun, Nace sees! ae disposed of arises from this hidden way of raising money 


by his Majestv in the manner [ have men- 
tioned, or have been applied to charitable 


lumer stood up, and spoke as 
follows: -- ‘ - 

Mr. Speaker ; There was last night such a 
lung debate upon the first of these Kesolutions 
and such a disturbance upon the second, that I: 
could not then have an opportunity to speak to 
it. I hope therefore, Sir, that the House will: 
now indulge me with a little time to give my 


an unequal way of raising money, and conse-: 
quently affords to those who have the manager 


uses, and given in small sums to those of ment of the Army, an opportunity of oppressing 


the army who stood in need of any such. I 
hope this House does not intend to take the 
disposal of such small charities into their own 
hands, contrary to the custom that has always 
hitherto been observed. I do not think this 
House can be *0 good judges as a board of 
general officers in the disposal of such chari- 
ties; and while it is left to his Majesty, he can 
always have the advice of such a board when 
any small sum is to be disposed of in that way. 
As to the Civil List there are no savings by any 
vacancies in that part of the revenue; every 


some people, or some parts of the nation. If 
any country, if any borough in this kingdom 
disobliges those in power, by sending represen-- 
tatives to this House, who do not vote as the; 
ministers would have them, it is in the power of 
the government, even without any pretence fur 
so doing, to send a great number Ai the regular 
forces to be quartered upon that county, or. 
that borough ; by which means a much greater 
sum is raised upon the people of that county or 
borough, than is proportionally raised in any 
; other part of the nation; nay, even if any pri- 
saa is filled up as soon as it becomes vacant, Oats saccene! ae hail an ri aig 
the same manner as it is in the army, the b jehall et h 

management in both is the same, and in both | CoUDLY OF Dorour) shat give a wrong vote a ae 

: election of members of parliament, it is in the. 


eta She Suen eeae aa atl Pui. | Power of the government, by means of the jus- 


teney’s Motion it was carried in the negative. 


Further Debate in the Commons on the | soldiers upon him, than are in proportion quar- 
Number of the Land Forces.] This det-ate | tered upon any one of bis neighbours. These 


ae i i 10n |] Com 
being over, sir Charles Turner reported the | sip abies ana a pea ae see the 
lutions of the Cemmittee on the Sup- | P , B J 
are to be redressed. 


ply, as follows, 1, ‘ That the Number of ef- 
fective men,to be provided for guards and Sir William Strickland replied, 
garrisons in Great Britain, and for Guernsey Sir; The honourable gentleman, who spoke 
and Jersey for. the year 1732, be, including | last, seems, by what he has said, to bring a 
1815 Invalids, and 555 men, which the six In- | charge against me, or at least sgainst those 
red companies consist of for the service | who have been in the office which I have the 
of the Highlands, 17,709 men, commission and | honour to be in at present. For my own part, 
non-cominissign officers included. 2. That a| Sir Ican safely declare, that ever since I came 


mm not exceeding 653,216/. 10s. 1d. be | into that office, there has been no favour shewn | 
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upon the people. It is, Sir, an arbitrasy and © 


tice» and the constables who are named by- 
them, to oppress that man, by quartering more ~ 
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to any one part of the country, nor to any one 
inan in the nation; we have never so much as 
thought of having a regard to any thing, but to 
that of cantoning and quartering the troops 
intu such places, as were most easy for the 
country and most convenient for them ; unless 
when the safety and security of the nation ino 
general required the marching of a number of 
them into apy particular country. This, Sir, 
has been the method ever since I came into 
the office: It shall be the method as long as I 
eontinue in it; and I firmly believe, that the 
game method was always observed by my pre- 
Gecessors ia office. 

Mr. Edmund Waller said, 

Sir; I do not know what method has been 
observed in cantoning and quartering the 
Troops, but I know that the country complains 
heavily of the oppressions they lie under upon 
that account; it is buta little time ago since 
some of my own tenants came and told me, 
that they should be ruined by the dragoons that 
were quartered upon them ; they had not, they 
said, a luck of bay but what they were obliged 
to give to the soldiers; so that all their own 
cattle were in danger of being starved. For, 
Sir, in all countries were the soldiers come, 
they and their horses must be first served, and 
with the best of every thing too; and what is 
etill worse, the poor people are often obliged to 
serve them at their own prices. 

Mr. Henry Pelham answered Mr. Waller: 

Sir; As l) had the honour to serve for some 
time in that othce, and particularly at the time 
mentioned by the honourable gentleman who 
spoke last, I think it necessary te say something 
upon the present occasion. I remember very 
well, that gentleman did make some complaints 
to me; but I remember likewise, and he must 
also remember it, that [ told bim that the re- 
view, which at that time was the occasion 
of bringing so maoy of the forces into that 
country; and as soon as that was over they 
were sent elsewhere, and that gentleman’s te- 
wants, in particular, were relieved from any 
hardship they might think they lay under upun 
that account. During the whole time that I 
was 10 that office, there was never any such 
complaint made to me, but that I immediately 
. ordered relief to the persons who thought them- 
selves aggrieved, or gave them such reasons 
why I could not give them relief, as they 
seemed to be satisfied with. Im such cases | 
never had any respect of persons; so far other- 
wise, that I have often given relief at the de- 
sire of those with whom! never did vote in this 
House, nor I believe ever shall; and have or- 
dered those very troops to be sent and quar- 
tered upon those, with whom I have always 
agreed in opinion. 

Mr. Plumer spoke again as follows : 

Sir; I am sorry that what I proposed only 
for the relief of the public, should be turned 
mtu a personal dispute, or that gentlemen 
should begin to vindicate themselves befure they 
are accused. I[ did not say, that the honoura- 
ble gentlemaa now in the offica, or that any 
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geatlernan that has been in that office, used 
any unjustifiable methods in that respect, to 
favour one party in the nation more than ano- 
ther; all that I said, and I say so sull, was, 
that such methods may be practised, such 
means may be used for oppressing those who 
happen to differ in opinion from the chief mea 
in power ; and such means being of dangerous 
consequence to our constitution, they ought to 
be guarded against and prevented if possible, 
The Army, Sir, is supported, I hope, and main- 
tained for the service of all, and therefore all 
tbe subjects of the nation ought to cuntnbute 
equally to the expence of maintaining it. There 
is not a soldier quartered upon ao Inn-keeper 
in town or country, but what custs that Inp- 
keeper near as much as he costs the govero- 
ment; so that if we were to raise all the money 
by parliamentary authority, that is necessary 
for maintaining the great Army we bave, I am 
afraid we must raise near double the sum tbat 
1g proposed. 

Mr. William Pulteney spoke next : 

Sir; I was afraid at the beginning of this 
debate, that Barracks were to have been pro- 
posed; I am glad to find it is not so. I an, 
indeed, as much as any person for giving relief 
to that part of our poor oppressed subjects, the 
Innkeepers and Victuallers; for since 1 find thas 
an Army is like to be a part of our Consuw- 
tion, I think it very just and reasonable, that 
the expence of maintaining them should be 
laid as equally as possible upon the whole peo- 
ple of the nation. But, Sir, I must observe, 
that the same money that we raise for mait- 
taining 18,000 men, would maintain 60,000 
men of regular forces in France, Germany, of 
any other country in Europe, according tv 
their way of regulating their armies. I know, 
Sir, from whence our great expence proceeds: 
it is froma the great oumber of Othcers maid- 
tained in our Army; we have so many regi- 
ments, and so few private men in each regr 
meat, that really a great part of our Army are 
Commission or noa-commission othcers, which 
makes our army so expevsive to us, and at tbe 
same time makes it more dangerous to our 
constitution. I have been assured that 100,000L 
English money per annum will maintain 10,000 
men of the armies of France or Germany, of 
any other troops but our own: and I hare 
been told, I do not say that I remember, or 
that I can depend upon my author, that the 
12,000 Hessians, which we have so long main- 
tained, were maintained for less than Chat sem 
yearly. 

Sir Robert Walpole replied: 

Sir; I wish the gentleman, who spoke 
last, would give us his author for the fact mea- 
tioned; let him be who he weil, I know ue 
story to be false: butit is the common say 
scandalizing the government, to invent and 
spread false reports through the couniry. The 
Stipulation for the 12,000 Hes:ians was mace, 
Sir, upon the same footing that all such simpy 
lations were made during the last war; U ere 
was uot @ penny less stipulated ta be pard Jv 
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them, than what was agreed to by the House, 
and the whole money was yearly alvanced 
them, according to the Accounts that have 
been laid before the House. 

General Wade ® spoke as follows: 

Sir; Those who are acquainted with the 
method of maintaining a German army, q@ill 
not envy them the happiness of maintaining 
their troops at so cheap a rate as they do. It 
is well known, that what they come short of 
eurs in pay, they do more than make up by 
plundering, oppressing, and raising contribu- 
tions upon the countries where they are quar- 
tered. When I was in Italy, Sir, I had the ho- 
nour to be invited to dine with one of the 
German generals, who commanded in that 
coantry: when I came to the palace where he 
had his quarters, I found the hall and the ave- 
noes leading thereto full of country peuple, 
some with wine, some with beer, some with 
bread, some with fowls, some with pigs, and 
God knows bow many other things; I could 
not imagine what all this meant; but when we 
came to sit down at table, I found such variety 
of dishes, such variety of wines, so magnificent 
atterdance, and so sumptuous an entertainment 
every manner of way, which atthe same time 
I was told to be the General’s ordinary way of 
living, that I was very much surpriz’d; and 
after dinner, over a glass of wine, I took the 
liberty to ask the General, “ For God’s sake, 
* Sir, how are you able to live after this rate? 
¢ for it would break any of our English Gene- 
© rals to live in so splendid a manner; our 
¢ pay could not support it.’ * Pay, Sir, says 
¢ he, Why I have none upon this account from 
® the Government; all this comes from the 
* country where I am quartered, which they 
* are obliged to furnish me with for nothing; 
* I have, Sir, seven miles of the country round 
* allotted to me for supporting my table.’ 
Then, Sir, I guess’d at the meaning of all those 
country people’s being in and about the hall ; 
I found they were all come with their peace- 
offerings to the General: at this rate, Sir, a 
German officer does not stand in need of much 
pry from the Government; but I hope the 

ingdom of England will never be served at 
ecch a rete. : 

Sir William Wyndham spoke next ; 

Sir, I do not know what may be the methods 
by which the Germans or French maintain 
their armies; but let their manner be what it 
will, I am sure that the expence we are now at 
for maintaining our army is much greater than 
necessary; nay, Sir, much greater than was 
asual, even among ourselves for maintaining 
an equal number of men. | know that during 


© <¢ This gentleman, from having seen some 
service abroad, was now in a fair way of being 
at che head of his profession, and his rise from 
&@ very mean orginal was owing more to 
coartiv, than miliary, qualifications. He was 
Daturally generous, and, though not void of 
understanding, was extremeiy bigotted to his 
own nowons, aod a very aukward speaker.” 


the last war 18,000 of our troops were main- 
tained abroad for 400,000. per annum, and 
both the officers and soldiers had the same pay 
they have now ; it is true, it may be said, that 
this body of men did not cost so much, bes 
cause there were no guards amung them; but 
I know, Sir, that 12,000 men, guards and garri- 
sons included, were maintained at home for 
between 3 and 400,000/. per annum; out of 
which sutn were paid, the general's money, 
waggon-money, contingencies, and al! othet 
items whatever, any way appertaining to the 
army. Considenng the state this nation is in 
at present, and the heavy debts it is loaded 


with, I think no proper method for saving the — 


public money ought to be neglected; if we 
must maintain an army, let as maintain it 
at as cheap arate as possible. Even 100,000/. 
per annum would inake no small figure, if 
added yearly to the sinking fund: I hope, 
therefore, this affair will be thought on, an 

taken into consideration when we meet next 
year. 
After this the question was pat, and the 
above resolution was agreed to. 


The Pension Bill brought into the Commons. ] 
Jan. 25. Mr. Sandys presented to the House a 
bill, “ For making more effectual the laws 
in being, for disabling Persons from being 
chosen Members of, or sitting or voting in, the 
House of Commons, who have any Pensioa 
during pleasure, or for any number of years, or 
any oftlices held in trust for them;” and the 
same was received, and read the first time. 


Debate in the Commons on the Bill for se- 
curing the Trade of the Sugar Colonies in 
America.| Jan. 28. Mr. 
sented to the House a Bill, ** For the better se- 
curing and encouraging the trade of his Mae 
jesty’s Sugar Colonies in America, which was 
received aod read the first time, and ordered to 
be read a second time. Hereupon, 

Mr. Perry, Member for London, said, That 
this Bill was of such a nature, that all our 
colonies in America are some way or another 
concerned therein; Tiat it was of the utmost 
consequence to the trade and navigation of this 
kingdom, and therefore ought to be maturely 
considered, not only within doors, but hkewise 
by all those without doors who understand any 
thing of trade, and have a regard for the pros- 
perity and welfare of their native country; and 
that all such rniyht have an opportunity of giving 
their sentiments upon this occasion, he moved, 
That the Bill miyht be printed. This motioa 
being seconded and agreed to by the House, 
the Bill was accordingly ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Winnington spoke next; 

Sir; As this Bill is of very great consequence 
to the trade of this natiun in general, and to 
the well-being of our settlements, ex her upon 
the continent or in the islands of America, we 
ought to consider the particular trade and pro- 
dace of every one of our settlements; and 
therefore, that we may have as much insight 
into this matter as possible, { move, That the 


innineton pre- . 


é 
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Representations sent over from our several 
Colonies, and laid before the honourable the 
’ Commissioners of trade and plantations, may 
be laid before this House, before we xo upon 
the second reading of the bill.—Mr. Winuing- 
ton was su, ported b 

Col. B aden, who spoke as follows: 

Sir; here have been several representations 
sent over to his Majesty from our settements 
in the West-Indies, which representations have 
been referred to the board of trade to be con- 
sidered by them, and for them to report their 
Opinion upon the matter therein contained to 
his Majesty: Some of them we have already 
considered, and have given our opinion upon 
them; but there are others that we have not 
as yet had time so thoroughly to consider as to 
be able to give any opinion upon them; how- 
ever, Sir, in these last we shall make all 
imaginable dispatch, and shall be ready to lay 
them before the Honse as soon as possible, 

Mr. Perry spoke again, 

Sir; As this is an affair of so great conse- 
quence, we ought not to be in any burry about 
passing the Bill; we must wait tll we have all 
those materials, which are necessary for giving 
us a full information in the affair before us. 
There is particularly in the Bill,as now brought 
in, a clause about Lumber, which in my opinion 
will do more harm to the trade of most of our 
colonies, and consequently to the trade of this 
nation, than all the other clauses can do good ; 
but I shall have another opportunity, I hope, 
of giving my sentiments fully upon this head, 
and therefore I shall not trouble the House 
with them at this time. 

Mr. Sandys said, 

Sir; This Bill was last session of parliament 
a long time before this House; there is no 
clause in the bill now brought in, but what was 
in the former, and every one of them was then 
fully considered and particularly examined 
into. The Committee, that was appointed last 
session of parliament for drawing up the Bill, 
evere no less than three months about it; in 
which time they certainly had under their con- 
sideration every thing, that could possibly be 
thought of for giving them any light into the 
affuir. I believe there is no gentleman in this 
House, but what is persuaded that some mea- 
sures ought to be taken, and speedily taken 
too, for giving an encouragement to our Sugar- 
Colonies, so as to enable them to carry on 
a trade, at least, upon an -equal footing with 
their rivals in the Sugar-Trade. The only 
reason of the Bill's not passing, which was 
brvug!it in last session of parhament, was that 
they had not bad time in the other House to 
cousider the after so fully as they thought was 
necessary; I have been informed, that some of 
the members of the other House even com. 
pl sned, that it was hard that we did not allow 
them three weeks to consider of an attair, that 
we had been above three months in examining 
into. As the Bill now before us contains 
nothing but what was in the former Bill, which 
was 80 fully considered as to pass through this 


House, I am thercfore of opinion, that there is 
no occasion to make any delay in the passing 
of this Bill, or to wait for any farther imforma- 
tion in the affair; for | am persuaded we can 
receive none, but what has been already laid 
before this House, and fully considered in the 
passing of the former Bill. 

Mr. Oglethorpe spoke next. 

Sir; 

In all cases that come before this House, 
where there seems to be a clashing of interests 
between one part of the country and enothber, 
or between one set of people and another, we 
ought to have no regard to the particular in- 
terest of any country or set of people ; the 
good of the whole is what we ought only to 
have under our consideration: eur colonies are 
all a part of our own dominions ; the people in 
every one of them are our own people, and we 
ought to shew an equal respect to all. 

IT remember, Sir, that there was once a Pe- 
tition presented to this House by one connty, 
complaining, that they were very much injured 
in their trade, as to the sale of beans, by ano- 


ther; and therefore they modestly prayed, 


that the other county should be prohibited 
to sell any beans. 

Such things may happen, I hope it is not so 
at present, but in the case, before us, if it 
should appear, that all our plantations, upon 
the contnent of America, are against that 
which is desired by the sngar colomes, we are 
to presume, at least, that the granting thereof . 
will-be a prejudice to the trade or particular 
interests: of our continent setthements; and, 
surely, Sir, the danger of hurting so consider- 
able a part of our dominions, a part so exten- 
sive as to reach from the 34th tothe 46th de- 
gree of northen latitude, will at least make us 
incline to be extremely cautious in what we 
are going about. 

I shall be as ready as any man, to give all 
possible relief and encouragement to our sugar 
colonies ; but if the relief or encouragement 
asked for appear to be an injury to the whole, 
or if itappears that it will do more harm to tie 
other parts of our domimons than it can do 
good to them, we must refuse it; we must 
think of some other methods for putting them 
upon an equal footing with those, who are 
their rivals in any particular branch of trade. 

We insy form sowe judgment, Sir, from the 
appearances that were before us last session of 
parliament: but we may forma much more 
distinct judgment of things from what may be 
brought before us now. Some of those, con- 
cerned here for our settlements upon the con- 
tinent, seemed last year to be indifferent; 
they seemed in some manner to give the at- 
faw up, I believe without any good authority 
trom their constituents; but now the colonies 
themselves have had an opportunity to con- 
sider the affair then before us, and to send 
over their thoughts upon the subject ia a pro- 
per and authentic manner; their true aud 
real sentiments will best appear from the re- 
presentations they have seut over; and ull 


— 
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these are laid before us, we cannot give our 
opinions, either as to their inclinations, or as 
to the weight of the objections that they may 
make. | 
I must say, Sir, to the honour of the gentle- 
men concerned in the Board of Trade, that 
they are as exact and as diligent in aij the 
matters which fall under their province as any 
board in England; they have much more bu- 
siness than most others, and +theis business 
will be daily increasing, in proportion as our 
colonies increase in riches and in power. It 
is already one of the most useful boards we 
have, and as long as the same good conduct is 
_pursued, it will always be of great benefit and 
advantage to the trade of the British dominions, 
After this debate, it was resolve, ‘* That 
an humble Address be presented to his Ma- 
jesty, that he would be graciously pleased to 
give directions to the commissioners for Trade 
and Plantations, to lay before the House, 
Copies of all Representations and Papers, 
which had been laid before them, since the 
last session of parliament, relating to the Dis- 
ute between his Mayesty’s Sugar Colonies and 
orthern Colonies in America.” 


x 

Debate in the Commons on a Motion for ap- 
pointing a Committee to inspect and settle the 
Fees of the House.| Then Mr. Wyndham, 
member for Duuwich, moved, ‘ That a Com- 
mittee be appvinted to inspect and settle the 
Fees to be taken by all the officers and ser- 
vants of their House, and to examine what 
salaries or allowances thev had from the go- 
vernment, and to report the same, with their 
opinion thereupon, to the House.” Hereupun 

Sir William Yonge spoke as follows : 

Sir; Considering how much ‘business of 
great consequence now lies, or may probably 
come before this House during the course of 
this session of parliament, I do not think that 
we ought totake up the time of the House 
witb any matters of such a trifling nature. If 
any complaint had been made to us of any ex- 
actions or exorbitant fees taken by any of our 
officers or servants, it would have been our 
cuty to have inquired into it, and to have 

iven all proper redress; but as there has 

een no such complaint made, at least I have 
beard of none, I can see no reason why we 
ought to enter at present into such an inquiry. 
—To this 

Mr. Wyndham replied : 

Sir, I made this motion, not expecting in- 
deed that it would have been opposed by any 
gentleman in-the House, and therefore | did 
not think it was necessary forme to give any 
reasons formakingthe motion ; but now that 
I am called upon, I must say, I believe, Sir, it 
is well known, that there are very great com- 
plaints without doors of the extravagant charges 

_and expences that people are obliged to be at 
in passing private bills,. or in carrying any 
otber business through either House of Parlia- 
ment; I do not know where the fault lies, per- 
haps it may be in the other Hopse, but let 


them look to themselves, we ought at least to 
take care that there be no ground for any such 
complaint in our House. We are not to wait 
till a regular complaint be made: few will 
venture to complain in form, because no man 
knows how soon he may be obliged to come 
back again; and when any exactions are made 
they are singly considered so inconsiderable, 
that no than thinks it worth his while to com- 
plain ; but many trifles amount to a sum, and 
such things generally grow worse and worse 
when not looked after and inquired into': if 
there be any evil, what I have proposed will: 
be an effectual remedy ; I shall be sbrry if my 
motion is not agreed to; but I will at -lease 
have the pleasure of having made it and there- 
by done what was in my power for preventing 
any evil that may ensue.—Upun this, — 

Mr. Speaker stood up, and spoke as follows, 

Gentlemen, - 

Since my time, I know of no exactions nor 
any exorhitant fees that have been taken; I 
have been as careful as possible in this point, 
and have always made as close inquiries as I 
could. Iremember some time ago, I found 
that a guinea was usually given to my secretary, 
upon the giving out the warrant for writs, 
whereas the gid fee was but ten shillings; I 
thereupon ordered expressly, that he should not 
receive any more upon such occasion than the 
old fee often shillings ; and to prevent all pre- 
tence of giving or taking what is commonly 
called expedition-money I ordered that even 


this fee should not be charged or paid till after . 


the election was made and the oaths taker 
upon the return of the writs. I likewise 
have observed, that the clerk of committees 
usually got a goinea, in place of the old tee of 
13s. 4d. This I also have endeavoured to rec- 
tify, though it must be granted that in most 
cases, even a guinea is a reward sinall enough 
for his trouble and attendance upon such: occa- 
sions. But I believe that this motion was 
inade, not so much on account of any abuses that 
have been lately committed, as to prevent any 
such in time to come, which ought to be every 
gentleman’s care, and shall be mine, in parti- 
cular, as long as I have the honour to be in the 
place where I am. 

Mr. Sandys spoke next : 

Sir, 1 am persuaded, that it has always been 
your particular care, that no imposition should 
be made upon any of the subjects, who have 
happened to have any business before this 
House; and J believe no gentleman thinks that 
we have any occasion for such a committee, as 
hath been proposed, on account of any late ex- 
actions or exorbitant fees ; but now that an in- 
qairy into the fees taken by our own servan's 
has been proposed, I am atraid it may be some 
imputation upon us, nut to agree to the mo- 
tion. Considering how many years ago it is, 
since the fees to be taken by the servants of 
this House have been settled, [ do not doubt 
but that some of them may now be found to be 
too small; and if this affair be referred toa 
committee, I think they ought to increase those 
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which they judge to be too small, as well as 
to diminish those which they may think extra- 
vagant. 

Mr. Walter Plumer said, 

Sir, [look upon this motion to be a very 
proper une at present, andI hope the house 
will agree to it: because I think, Sir, we ought 
to search whether or no there be a beain in 
our own eye in order to pull it out, before we 
beyin to pull out the mote that is in another's. 
I presume the honourable gentleman, who made 
this motion, made it only as a prelude to seme- 
thing of more consequence; I hope, after we 
have examined into, and settled the fees to be 
taken by our own clerks and servants, we shall 
mext proceed to examine into, and settle the 
fees to be taken by the officers, clerks and ser- 
vants of all our courts of law. As to the fees 
of this House, I donot know what may be the 
case, but I am sure that the other is a very 
great grievance, and loudly complained of by 
the whole nation. We have had printed lists 
of all those fees laid before us: as yet we have 
gone no farther but only to receive them ; but 
those who brought’ them in have gone a little 
farther; they.think they may now, by authority 
of parliament, exact all the fees, at least, that 
are mentioned in those lists, and from thence 
they have taken occasion, even to encrease se- 
veral of their fees much beyond what they had 
formerly any. authority for ; so thatunless we 

roceed farther, and make some proper regu- 
ations as to all those lists of fees that have 
been laid before us, we have by calling for 
them, done rather an injury than a service to 
our country. I shall therefore be for agreeing 
to the motion now made, on purpose that we 
may, with decency, proceed to the inquinng 
into and settling the fees, that are to be taken 
in all the courts of law, and other offices in th 
nation. | 

Mr. Winnington stood up, and said, 

Sir; According to the order of this House, a 
List of the Fees usualiy taken by every clerk 
and servant belonging thereto, has been brought 
in, and has been, I believe, perused by most 
members of the House. I do not hear that an 
objection is made to any of them, or that it is 
pretended that more has been at any time 
taken; I therefore do not see what use there is 
for a Committee in this affair; I believe if we 
order them to be printed, and copies to be 
fixed up in the public offices belonging to the 
~ House, it will be sufficient for preventing an 

exorbitant demands in time tv come, and will 
be as effectual as any thing that can be done 
hy a Committee. i suppose the gentlemen 
have some farther design in this matter; but if 
they have, I think they may proceed upon it, 
without giving the House any needless trouble 
as to the Committee now moved for. 

Mr. Pulteney answered, 

Sir; 1 was not at all in the secret as to this 
motion; [ did not kuow any thing of what far- 
ther desiyn there may be, so that I am sure I 
cannot in this affair be any way a blabber. | 
agree with the honourable gentleman who 


spoke last, as to the ordering the List of Fees 
to be printed; let them be printed and pab- 
lished, and if my worthy friend pleases, let 
them be printed in the Free Briton® too: But 
I cannot think, Sir, that we ought to rest sa- 
tisfied with the List delivered, without inquirmg 
any farther about the matter; because a List 
of Fees has been delivered in, we are not surely 
from thence to conclude, that no greater fee 
has ever been taken than what is mentioned in 
that List: exactions are always made in a pri- 
vate clandestine manner ; such secrets may be 
discovered by a Committee, but wé are not to 
expect that ever the authors uf such will, m & 
public manner, come voluntarily and give the 
House an information of the crimes they have 
been guilty of. It is well known how termble 
dahlias ae inquiries are to those whe have 
een guilty of any iniquity: and though by the 
inquiry now moved for, no iniquity shall be dis 
covered, yet the terror of it will remam, end 
will be a bar to extortion for a long time to 
come. 
Then the question being put, it was carried 
in the affirmative, and a Committee was ap- 
pointed accordingly. 


Debate in the Commons on a Petition of Sir 
Thomas Lombe relating to his Silk Engine.] 
The same day a Petition was presented by sir 
Thomas Lombe, alledging, “ That he bad, at 
his own expence, and with the utmost difficulty 
and hazard, discovered and introduced into this 
kingdom the art of making fine Italian organ- 
zine or thrown silk out of fine raw silk, by 
large engines of a most curious and intricate 
structure, which commodity was absolutely ne- 
cessary to carry on our silk weaving trade, and 
was formerly bought with our moncy, ready 
worked in Italy: That his late Majesty had 
granted him a patent for the sole making and 
using the said engines for the term of 14 years; 
bat that several years of the said term was ex- 
pired before he could finish the said engine, 
and by reason of other difficulties, the whole 
term was almost expired before he could bring 
the manufacture to perfection; and therefore 
praying that the House would take his case 
into consideration, and grant him a farther 
term of years for the sole making and using the 
said engines, or such other recompence or re- 
liet'as to the House shall seer: meet.” Upen 
this 

Mr. Perry stood up and said, That he knew 
that the Petitioner had been at a very great 
trouble and expence about the setting up of 
that engine; and that a great part of the term 
granted by the patent had passed, before any 
advantage could be made of that most useful 
invention, and therefore he moved, That the 
Petition should be referred to the consideration 
of a Committee. ; ; 

Mr. Oglethorp added, That since the Peti- 
tioner had, at his own expence and bazard, in- 
a ea a a care 


* A news-paper then printed in defence of 
the ministry. 
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treduced a most useful and necessary manofac- 
ture into this kingdom, he certainly ought to 
meet with all proper encouragement: That one 
engine was now set up and finished in the town 
of Derby, by which that whole county was i1m- 
proved, and many of their poor employed, who 
probably would have otherways been a burden 
wpon their respective parishes: Therefore he 
seconded the motion for referring the Petition 
to a Committee. 

Sir Thomas Aston said, That patents bad al- 
ways been looked upon as prejudicial to the 
trade and manofactures of this kingdom, more 
especially when continued fur any long term of 

ears; for which reason their ancestors had 
2n so wise as to make a law against the 
ting of any patent for a longer term thao 

Sa years: and it would be a dangerous prece- 
dent for them to prolong the term, or to grant a 
new term to any patentee: That the Petitioner 
had enjoyed the benefit of bis patent several 
years, had carried on a vast trade under the 
same, and had thereby acquired a great deal of 
riches, which he thought was a sufficient recom- 
ce for the charge or hazard he had been at: 
bat the prolonging of the term would not only 
be to prevent the nation’s making any benefit 
of that invention, but also to give the Peti- 
tioner a farther opportunity of disturbing all 
other inventions, works or engines, any way re- 


sembling his, which woald be a great discou- 


ragement to all new improvements or mang- 
factures, and consequently of dangerous copse- 
quence to the trade of this nation; therefore 
be could not but be against even referring the 
Petition to the consideration of a Committee. 

Sir John Rushout said, ‘That as no man 
was intitled to a patent, but he who introduced 
some new invention or manufacture into the 
kingdom, he did not know, whether the peti- 
tioner had at first any title to a patent; for 
that to his knowledge there had been, in the 
parish where he lived, some such manufactare 
for upwards of thirty years. Hlowever, sup- 
posing that the petitioner had at first a good 
ttle to a patent, yet he could not think that 
there was any reason for renewing the term; 
but as all these things would properly come. 
under the cognizance of the Committee, there- 
fore he would not be against referring the peti- 
tion to the consideration of a Committee.’ 

Mr. Perry stood up again, and spoke as fol- 
lows: 

Sir: 

The petitioner, sir Thomas Lombe, happen- 
ing to have a brother whose head is extremely 
well turned for the mechanics, and both of 
them being well informed of the great charge, 
that this nation was yearly put to in the pur- 
chase of that sort of Italian thrown-silk called 
organzine, and that the same was all made 
within the dominions of Savoy, by the means 
of a large and curious engine which had been 
get up and kept at work four many years in that 
country, but bad been kept so secret, that no 
other nation could ever yet coine at the inven- 
tion; they resolved to make an attempt for 
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the bringing of this invention into their own 
country. They knew that there would be great 
dificulty and danger in this undertaking, be- 
cause the king of Sardinia had made it death 
for any man to discover this invention, or at- 
tempt to carry it out of his dominions; how- 
ever, the petitioner’s brother resolved to ven- - 
ture his person for the benefit and advantage 
of his native country, and sir Thomas was re- 
solved to venture his money, and to furnish bis 
brother with whatever sums should be necessary 
for executing so bold and so generousa design. 
His brother went accordingly over to Italy, and 
after a long stay, and a great expence in that 
country, he found means to see this engine so 
often, and to pry into the nature of it so nare 
rowly, that he made himself master of the 
whole invention, and of all the different parts 
and motions belonging thereto. After his re- 
turn to England, sir Thomas, who knew the 
excellency of his brother’s genius, and could 
depend upon his word, was convinced that he 
was fully master of the thing, and therefore 
he chearfully agreed to supply whatever ex- 
pore should be necessary for setting it up ia 
ngland; but that he might have the same 
advantage, that other persons have and are 
intitled wnto upon such occasions, be applied 
and gota grant of a patent from his late Ma- 
Jesty in the year 1718. This engine is so large, 
and there are so many wheels, motions, spin- 
dles, and other things belonging to it, that ig 
was three years after be had obtained his pa- 
tent, before he could possibly finish the engine. 
After the fivishing thereof, he could make no 
benefit thereby, till he had procured and in- 
structed a sufficient number of persons how to 
work the same; and before he could do this, 
his Sardinian Majesty had got an account that _ 
the engine was set up in England, and he was 
so sensible of the disadvantage it would be to 
his country, to bave that gort of thrown-silk 
made in any other part of the world, that he 
immediately probibited the exportation of raw- 
silk out of his country; and before sir Tho- 
mas could fall upon any way of getting a suf- 
ficient quantity of raw-silk stole out of that 
country, so as to make any advantage of his 
engine, the term of bis patent was within a 
very few years of being expired, from which 
we may conclude that it is impossible, that he 
could as yet have got a sufficient recompence. 
for the hazard and expeuce that he has been at. 
There might have heen before, there may be 
still, some other sorts of twist-silk made in 
England; but there never was any such as 
Organzine made, nor was there ever any such 
engine in England, as thisthat has been brought . 
in and set up by the petitioner and his brother. 
Those who are expert in the ailk-manufactures 
know well the difference between the Organzine 
and. any other sort of twisted-silk, but gen- 
tlemen who have not narrowly examined into 
the affair may be mistaken; but as to the en- 
gine, the diflerence between it and any other 
may be ensily discovered: It is a very large 
engine, whieh is first moved by water, by the 
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means of which first motion agreat many wheels 
and spindles arg set a moving, and thereby 
great quantities of silk are twisted in a much 
finer maniier, and by much fewer bands, than 
can possibly be done by any engine that was 
ever yet invented, 

Mr. Barnard spoke next : 

Sir; The chief reason why the petitioner has 
never yet been able to make any great advan- 
tage of his invention is, that no raw silk is 
proper for his purpose but the Italian, so that 
he could have but very little, except what was 
privately stole out of the dominions of Savoy. 
He has been at the expence of making several 
experiments of the Turkey raw silk, but has 
always found that it is impossible to muke good 
organzine of that sort of silk. He has likewise 
tried the raw silk brought from China, and he 
finds that it would do as well as the Italian, 
but then the company keeps it at so hgha 
price, that it will not answer; what may be 
the renson of the company’s keeping that silk 
so dear, [ know not; I can find no other reason 
for it, but only the great profits that company 
are resulved to makeof every thing which they 
have an exclusive privilege for dealing in. I 
am sure they purchase it in the country at a 
very cheap rate, and the danger or expence 
of bringing it home cannot be so great, but 
that they may sell it at a more reasonable 
price. The petitioner has likewise made some 
experiments of the raw silk that has been pro- 
duced from Carolina, which has answered ex- 
tremely well; and if there were enough of it, 
we should not perhaps be obliged to lay out so 
much of the nation’s money on the purchase of 
Italian raw silk, nor should we have occasion 
to trouble ourselves much about the prohibit- 
ing of the exportation of their raw silk ; but as 
yet there is but very little silk produced from 
Carolina, so that the petitioner could not make 
any advantage thereby, I do not know what 
this House may judge to be a proper recorn- 
pence to the petitioner, for the hazard and ex- 
pence he has been at; but whatever resolu- 
tious may be made in this affair, all possible 
care ought to be taken for preventing the in- 
vention’s being carried out of this country. If 
wecan keep our neighbours from stealing it 
trom us, it will be a preat encouragement to 
several branches of our silk manufacture trade, 
we shall have the henefit at least of supplying 
most of them with that sort of thrown silk 
called organzine. | 

Mr. Ogleihorp stood up again, and said, 

Sir: The act for confining the king’s patents 
to the term of 14 years, was made in the reign 
ofking James I. ‘The bubbles and monopolies 
which were erected, and the tnany enorinities 
which were committed about that time and 
for some veurs before, had becomea_ public 
grievance, and was loudly exclaimed at; and 
the reason for making that‘law, was to pre- 
vent the setting up of any such bubbles or 
monopolies for the future. The petitioner has 
never so much as endeavoured to make a bub- 
ble of his affair, nor has he ever grasped at the 


setting up of any unlawfol monopoly. He 
pretends to nothing else but what every author 
of a new ioventinn is reasonably intitled unto, 
that is, to have the sole use of bis own Inven- 
tion for so long a time, as may be a just re- 
compence to him for the hazard and expence 
he hus been at, in bringing his invention to per- 
fection. If he can shew to this House, that he 
has not yet had such a recompence as Is sufh- 
Cient, we are not confined by the former law; 
we not only may, but we ought, to bring ina 
Bill for prolonging the term of his patent, or 
we ought to grant him such other recompence 
as tay be deemed proper and reasonable. 
Raw silk may be bought even in this coun 
for 16s. per pound, but when that very raw sil 
is manufactured and made organzine, it sells 
for 4s. per pound; the difference, which is 
fifty per cent. is all clear money got to the 
nation ; the 8s. per pound, which 1s added to 
the price of that commodity, is all clear gain to 
us, because it 3s added by the labour and in- 
dustry of our own people ; and since this gain 
can be made only by the means of this engine, 
we must grant that this gentleman has, at his 
own hazard and charge, brought home a very 
useful and profitable branch of trade to bis own 
country, for which he certainly deserves a re- 
compence, If he can shew that he bas not as 
yet a recompence by means of the patent 
granted to him, either because of the difficulty 
of bringing his invention to perfection, or be- 
cause of inevitable accidents chat have occur- 
red, his case ought to be considered ; and the 
only proper way to inquire into this matter, s 
to refer his petition to the consideration of a 
Committee. 

i John Drummond, member for Perth, 
said, 

Sir: I shall only take notice that since the 
time that this gentleman’s invention was 
brought to perfection, oar exports of gold and 
silver lace have increased to a great degree; 
the reason of which is, that the sort of twist or 
thrown silk, that is made by the means of his 
engine, is the only proper silk that can be 
made use of in the manufacture of gold aod 
silver Jace; and we having now that sort of 
silk in much greater plenty, and much cheap- 
er than we ever had it before, our manutac- 
turers in such laces have been able to sell those 
manufactures much cheaper than they were 
ever sold before in this country, from whence 
has proceeded the great increase of our exports 
of that commodity ; and when there are such 
quantities exported, we may depend upon it 
that there is very little, if any, imported, not- 
withstanding that there is perhaps more of it 
now wore in this country than ever was before. 
This I take notice of, Sir, because I louk upon 
it asan improvement in our manufactures, that 
is intirely owing to this gentleman's inven- 
tion. 

Then the above petition was referred to the 
consideration of a Committee: A Bill passed 
afterwards, in this session, for allewing sir 
Thomas Lombe 14,000/. as an encourage. 

1 : 
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ment. for his useful invention, but without re- 
newing his patent. 


Debate in the Commons “respecting the Out- 
Pensioners of Chelsea- Hospital.| ‘Tue House 
having resolved itself into a grand Committee, 
to consider farther of the supply, a motion was 
made, “ That 25,3487. 2s. be granted to his 
Majesty, upon account for Qut-Pensioners 
of Chel-ea-Hospital for the year 1732 ;” which 
being seconded, 


Mr. Pulteney spoke on that occasion as fol- 
lows : 
Sir, 

I do uot-now rise up to make any motion: 
but I ¢hink I am, in duty to my country, in duty 
to those who do me the honour to give mea 
place in this Ilouse, bound to take notice of 
some Accounts or Estimates which have been 
laid before us, and which to me seem to be 
somewhat extraordinary. I must in general 
observe, that the estimates of the public ex- 
peace increase every year: from year to year 
there is always some new article to be provided 
for, or some addition made to the old. If we 
atany lime get free of an extraordinary charge, 
it always leaves some marks behind it; there 
is always some part of it remains, and is con- 
tinued to be a burden upon the people: these 
smali remains may be by some thought too in- 
considerable to be taken notice of, but to me 
nothing seems tuo be inconsiderable that is a 
charge upon the people; these small remains 
and these annual additions, by thus yearly in- 
creasing, may come at last to be a burden too 
-heavy to be borne. 

I cannot now omit taking notice of the ar- 
ticle of Chelsea-College ; by the estimate now 
laid before us, that article appears to be heavier 
than it was last year. During the last war this 
nauion maintained near 200,000 men, of which. 
‘near 90,000 were national troops, yet towards 
the end of that war, the Pensioners of Chelsea 
College did not amount to above 2,000, whereus 
if we include the regiment of invalids, and the 
several independent companies of invalids, they 
now amount to above 4,000 men. I do not 

doubt but the commissioners do whatever they 
can to examine, and to admit none but those, 
who by the rules of that Hospital appear to be 
lntitled to be taken in. I likewise know how 
mera solicitations they must daily meet with, 
aod how hard it is in most cases tu refuse them ; 
ys for the sake of their country they ought to 
extremely cautious in this respect ; theremay 


be many who are by the rules intitled to be tak- 


en in, and yet are not proper objects of cha- 
rity and compassion either public or private. 
know, sir, that there is a spirit, among the of- 
ficers of the army, for having all their regiments 
ook ‘well to the eye; there is a sort of emula- 
Yon among them, who shall have the most 
 Joung and the best looked fellows in their regi- 
poe > this is the cause that many a brave old 
= dier is discharged, in order to make room for 
cay ace young fellow, who can powder his hair 
dress 20 as to make a goud appearance 


Vat; VL 


upon a day of review, though the old man be 
perhaps the better soldier of the two, and nat 
only willing but able to serve his country for 
many years; yet he is discharged as unlit for 
service, and brought in asa Pensioner upon 
Chelsea College: they are admitted into the 
College as men old and infirm, yet when once 
they are got in, they seem to be immortal; their 
numbers never decrease; surely there are many 
of those immortal old men who live so long as 
idle Pensioners of Chelsea College, that might 
have served for a great part of that time asgood 


| soldiers even in a marching regiment, mere 


especially in time of peace, when there is not 
the least occasion for their being obliged to un- 
dergo any great fatigues; their duty cannot 
be extraordinary, and their marches may be 
made as easy as they please. I remember that 
at the last scrutiny which was made into the af- 
fairs of that Hospital, in which a right honour- 
able person had a principal concern, above one 
half of the persons, whose names were entered 
as Pensioners, could not possibly be found « 
and of those who were entered as letter-men, 
there were above 100, which was at least one 
half, discharged; Ido not indeed know why 
there should be any entered in that character, 
Ido not see that there is any necessity for it. 
We have heard, Sir, a great deal of the fine 
roads lately made through tbe Highlands of 
Scotland, and I do not doubt of their bein 
such as they have been represented; nor du i 
duubt but that the gentleman, who had the 
oversight and direction of them, has taken care 
to execute the design as faithfully and as fru- 
gaily as was possible; but 1 cannot see what 
It wos that made such a design so absolutely 
necessary: these Highlanders, it is true, were 
made appear terrible before they were known, 
but after we gota little more into their ac- 
qualutance, they appeared to be but men; and 
after they were disarmed, I cannot see that . 
there was any great occasion for this extraordi- 
nary expence, for which I find there is now 
charged abuut the sum of 10,000/. but since we 
have been at this extraordivary and unneces- 
sary expence, and that the Highlands are there- 
by made accessible, whenever we Lave a mind 
tu send any troops into that country, there is 
certainly no farther occasion for the six High- 
land companies, which are kept up only for 
preserving the peace of.that country; these six 
companies amount to above 500 men, and the 
Muintaining of them costs the public much 
above 5U00/. yearly; this expence may cer- 
tainly be now saved, and all the service they 
do, or can possit-ly do, may for the future be 
performed by detachments from the regiments, 
which are kept in that part of the island. 
These things, Sir, I thought myself obliged to 
take notice of, but Isball make no motion, 
only I hope that they will be seriously consi- 
dered, and that all proper methods will be tak- 
en for lessening the public charge as much us 
possible. : , 
Sir William Strickland stood up and said : 
Sir: I have had the honour to serve for some 
30 . 


“mot in hamanity, refuse to admit them. 
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‘time at the board, for admitting pensioners into 
Chelsea-hespital; I can answer for it, that in 
all my time, and I believe I may say for several 
years before, all imaginable care has been 
taken, to admit none but those who were justly 
intitled to that public charity, or rather that 
“public reward for long and faithful services: 
Rone have ever been admitted but such as had 
‘heen disabled in the service, or such as had 
“served their country for at least twenty years, 
‘and were discharged as unfit for farther service. 
The soldiers have always been obliged to bring 
‘ certificates from their officers of the time of their 
‘service, or of the manner of their having been 
* disabled in the service. We have been so cau- 
‘tious, that we have made the fellows strip to 
the skin, that we might examine them the more 
‘narrowly, and might be the better able to judge 
“whether they were actually disabled and unfit 
* for any farther service; and after such a strict 
“inquiry, we could not in conscience, we could 


Sir John Rashout spoke next : 


Sir: It does appear strange to me, that not- 
withstanding our long peace, the number of 
those pensioners, and the charge the public is 
put to for maintaining them, should Ee every 

‘day increasing: twenty years services I must 
grant to be a lung term, but yet it is not always 
"a proper qualification; if a man enters young into 
the service, which most do, liemay have been a 
‘soldier for twenty years, and yet very fit for 
‘service, or for any day labour; and if such a 
“shan be discharged, I see no reason why the 
public should be obliged to maintain him; he 
may work for his daily bread. The public 
ought not to encourage any man to live idle, 
if he can possibly earn a subsistance by his 


‘daily labour; I believe, Sir, there are many, 


who are now pensioners of Chelsea-hospital, 
who have wives and children, and who not only 


“ean, but do earn as much by their labour as 


might maintain them and their families; what 
they have from the public only contributes to 


" encourage and support theirextravagance: that 


hospital was never designed for such men; it 
was designed asa charitable relief only for those, 


whose great age, or great sufferings in the pub- |. 


lic service, had rendered utterly incapable of 
maintaining themselves by their daily labour, 
and such only can regularly be admitted as 
pensioners upon the public. 


Mr. H. Pelham answered : 


Sir: I have had the honour to be one of the 
Chelsea board tor some years, and am very 
certain that ever since I had ary concern in it, 
there have been few or no impositions ever put 
upon the Commissioners ; I could never indeed 
discover that any one man was admitted, who 
‘was not justly intitled thereto, The worthy 
‘gentleman, who spoke last, is mistaken, if he 
thinks, that the number of the pensioners of 
that college is this year increased, upon the 
contrary the number 1s diminished: tiere are 
twenty-two pensioners less this year than there 
were the last; it is true, the sum charged for 


that hospital is larger now than it was last year, 
but that proceeds trom this being leap-year, so 
that there is a day’s subsistance for the whole 
number of pensioners more than there was last 
year, which amounts to a much larger sum thao 
the savings, by the decrease in the number of 
pensioners does amount to. 

As for the great increase of pensioners upon 
that college within these few years past, it is 
very easy to account for it, because there were 
some time ago two or three regiments brought 
over from Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, that had 
been in garrison in those two places for 15 of 
16 years, in all which time there had been few 
or no men discharged upon account of age or 
infirmity, from either of those regiments; the 
reason of which, I suppose, was the great ex- 
pence of sending them home, and carrying over 
fresh recruits in theirroom: these soldiers har- 
ing but very little fatigue, the officers found 
means to make them perform all the duty that 
was required of them, while they remained in 
garrison: but upon their being brought bome, 
the change of the air, added to their own age 
and infirmities, made most of them entirely an- 
fit for a march, or for any duty whatever; and 
it being then easy for the officers to supply their 
places with young men that were fit for service, 
great numbers of them were discharged, so that 
I may say, that the most part of those two or 
three regiments came all upon the hospital at 
once. Another reason, Sir, that has contri- 
buted much to the increase of those pensioners, 
is, that there is as yet but a very bad provision 
for decayed soldiers in the hospital in Ireland, 
which is the cause, that whenever any regiment 
is brought over from that country in the course 
of changing, the old and disabled men, who 
while in Ireland, did all they could to conceal 
their age or infirmity, then begin to solicit, and 
often obtain a discharge and certificate from 
their officer, in order to get themselves entered 
as pensioners ia Chelsea college: this has been 
a sort of grievance, but his Majesty is doing ail 
he can to get it rectified, as he does with respect 
to every grievance as svon as ever he discovers 
it; and it is to be hoped, that he will have suc- 
cess in his endeavours as to this. 

The worthy gentleman was in the right, 
when he said, that twenty years service was 
not always a proper qualification ; it is not ab 
ways allowed of as such; I have myself known 
several examples, when a sturdy well-looked 
man has come with a proper discharge and 
certificate from his officer, in order to be ad- 
mitted upon the College, that the board have 
been so far from admitting him, that they exa- 
mined him as to the method of his obtaining 
his discharge, and if it appeared that he had 
solicited the same, they have absolutely refused 
to admit him; upon the other hand, if it ap- 
peared that he had not solicited his discharge, 
but was willing to continue ia the service, the 
board has sent him back to the regiment, with 
orders to his officer to receive bin. 

As to the new roads made through the high- 
lands of Scotland, they are certamly of great 
use not only to that country, bute to the whole 
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mation, because of the easy access that is 
thereby made to and from the country; and 
the expence will appear to be very sroall, when 
compared with the great charges, that have 
formerly been brought in, for marching detach- 
snents through that country; one would be 


surprized to see the difference between the 


sums charged for the making of those roads, 


and the vast sums charged for some of those 
marches; and whoever will be at the pains to 
compare them together, must grant, that the 


honourable gentleman who had the direction 


of making those roads, has taken the utmost 
care to see the design executed in the must 
faithful and frugal. manner, and that he has 
thereby done a piece of signal service to his 


country and to posterity. 
Mr. Pulteney replied as follows : 


Sir; I doubt not but all necessary precau- 
tions are taken, at present, as to the admitting 
of pessioners upon that college, but whatever 
strictness may be. observed in the inquiries as 


to that affair, there may notwithstdading now 
and then an imposition happen; I believe the 
inquiries were made as strictly formerly as they 
are now, yet I know that some years agu there 
was one fellow got himself admitted a pen- 
sioner, as having had two of his ribs broke by 


® cannon ball, though it was afterwards dis- 


covered that the fellow’s ribs were broke by a 
fall from a house, when he was serving the 
builders as a day-labourer. The roads made 
in the Highlands may be very good, that coun- 
try may be thereby rendered accessible, but 
certainly the mure easy access is made thereto, 
the less necessary it is to keep up the indepen- 
dent companies; and since we have been at 
the expence of making the country accessible, 
we may he relieved from the charge of main- 
taining those companies. I believe rf the case 
were examined into, there is not so much 
money raised for the public service in all that 
country, as will pay only those independent 
companies, and I do not see any reason why 
the rest of the nation should be put to any far- 
ther expence that way; I have not as yet heard 
any reason’ given for it, nor has there any an- 
swer been made to my objection against that 
article of the public accounts. I know that, 
_ When accounts have been demanded of the 
- produce of any branch of the revenue in that 
country, @ right honourable person has been 
sometimes pleased to be facetious, and answer 
in the ex*hequer term nichil, but such affairs 
are a little too serious to be made a joke of. I 
have NO great reason at present to expect any 
reduction in our standing army; but before I 
leave this subject, I must beg leave to add, 
that if ever this nation does arrive at the hap- 
piness of seeing a reduction, I hope his Ma- 
Jesty will take care that entire corps shall be 
reduced ; for when reduction is made in the 
os lately observed, that is, by disbanding 
pris Aemsee in a company, the old men only 
ae discharged, and ag soon as they are dis- 
as soldiers, they enter as pensioners 


upon Chelsea College, so that the public cag 
never save much by any such reduction. | 


Sir Robert Walpole stood up, and said : 


Sir; I am surprised te hear objections made 
against the articles now mentioned; they 
really seein to be made for the sake of humour 
only; every one of the articles that have been 
objected against is in itself so necessary, and 
so much care has been taken in every une of 
them to reduce the public expence as low as 
possible, that it sould seem as if gentlemen 
were resolved to find fault with something. As 
to the article of Chelsea College, I am per- 
suaded, that all possible care has been taken 
to save the public money; no man has been 
lately admitted, but oue who appeared plainly 
to be either a man who was grown old or in- 
firm, or one who was actually disabled in the 
service of his country; such surely are objects 
of the public charity; and no man who has a 
regard for the service, or for the bonour of his 
country, will grudge a poor subsistance to 9 
brave map, who by serving the public has ren- 
dered himself incapable to serve or provide for 
himself. ‘Twenty years service only, is not, it 
never was, a puslibeation sufficient by itself to 
inutle aman to be admitted as a pensioner 
upon Chelsea College ; besides his service, 
every man who comes to be admitted, must 
buve a regular discharge from his ofticer, and 
it is not to be presumed that any oflicer will 
discharge a brave old soldier, as long as he is 
in any way fit for service, even though he were 
to lose nothing by such a discharge; but we 
know that an officer is a real loser by every 
discharge he grants; what is allowed for levy- 
money is always paid to the officer, whether 
he has an occasion for any recruits or no; if 
lie has no occasion for recruits, be puts it in - 
his own pocket, and if the recruiting of his ree 
giinent comes to more money in a year than 
the allowance will answer, he must pay the 
surplus out of his qwn pocket; can we then 
imagine that any officer will discharge an able 
and a disciplined soldier, and thereby put him- 
self to o great charge for a new man tu be put 
in bis stead, besides the trouble and fatigue 
which the officer must anHeTEO to see such new 
men trained up to discipline? Such a supposi- 
tion plainly appears to be unreasunable. 

Je is very true, Sir, that when I came first 
inta the Board fur Chelsea-Hospital, which was 
soon after the late Queen’s death, there was a 
Strict scrutiny into the affairs of that hospital, 
and by the consequences such scrutivy ap- 
peared to be necessary; for though we found 
the accounts all settled and signed by the for- 
mer commissioners, yet upon examinatiun we 
discovered, that there were’ no less than 7000 
names put upun the list of Chelsea-pensionera, 
more than we could pussibly find persons to 
answer to, and a great many of those persons 
who did answer to the names put upon the list . 
were Irisb, who had no title to have been ad- 
mitted.into that Hospital; yet if tne change 
had aot happened at that time, it % cera 
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that the whole money charged would have been 
advanced and paid to the persons, that were 
principally concerned in inserting so many 
forecries into that list: from thence we may 
judge how necessary a scrutiny was at that 
tine, and what a large sum of money was saved 
to the public by such scrutiny. This, Sir, was 
one of the dark pieces of management in that 
administration, which never could be cleared 
up, at Jenst it was never publicly avowed what 
was meantthereby. I remember likewise that 
at the time of that scrutiny, there was a great 
‘ reduction among the Letter-men, yet that is 
no argument that itis not necessary to have 
any Letter-men at all; it is but reasonable 
that some poor fellows, who have served long 
as serjeants or corporals of horse, or gentle- 
men cadees, who have had the misfortune to 
be disabled in the service, should be allowed 
some sort of distinction, and have a little more 
pay than a common soldier, especially con- 
sidering that such an allowance costs the pub- 
lick but a meer trifle. 

As to the roads made through the Highlands, 
I have heard them so much applauded by every 

body without doors, and the sum charged upon 
that account is so inconsiderable, that [ wonder 
to hear any member of this House take notice 
of it. That there was a necessity for making 
such roads, must be evident to every man who 
considers the circumstances of the nation, and 
of that country in particular, It is well known 
that whenever any design was set on foot 
against the government, or any invaston in- 
tended, the first scene has been always laid in 
that country ; that country was formerly so in- 
accessible, that the enemies of the government 
could safely land or rendezvous there, and 
could easily defend themselves till they found 
an opportunity of coming down to the low- 
country, and raising .a disturbance through the 
whole nation, It is very true, that the men of 
that country are but men, they are in them- 
selves no better than otber men, and were ter- 
. rible only because they could not be come at; 
from their inaccessible country they made in- 
roads and plundered their neighbours, and when 
@ suthcient force was raised against them, they 
retired again and tuok shelter among their in- 
accessible recks and mountains, where it was 
impossible to come at them; this only made 
them terrible, but by the highways that are now 
made, this cause of terror is removed: their 
neighbours are made easy, and that country 
will no longer be a safe landing or parading 
place for those who come to attack us, nor will 
at be a safe refuge for those who fly from the 
justice of the nation. } 

Though these roads be now finished, and 
Drought to a perfection far beyond what eould 
have been expected in so shurt a time, or for so 

email a sum, yet, Sir, the Independent Compa- 
nies are not thereby rendered unnecessary; I 
have been informed by every person, who has 
been in or knows the country and the nature 
of the people who are the inhabitants thereof, 
_ that the keeping of those Independent Compa- 
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isles in the country is by much the best method 
of keeping the people i order; and if those 
Companies were tu be disbanded, and the ser- 
vice to be perfurmed by detachinents from the 
regiments in the low-country, I am sure the 
public wauld save nothing, for notwithstanding 
the highways that are now made, the marching 
of those detachments backwards and forwards, 
aud the sending them provisions, which mast 
be ali sent from places in the low-country at a 
great distance, would cost the public full as 
much, if not more, every year, thau the main- 
tenance of those six Independent Companies 
now amounts to. As for what money may 
be returned from that country for the public 
service, I do not know; but it is well known 
that every part of that country pays the land- 
tax, and every other tax which they are sub- 
jecéed to by the articles of the union, and con- 
sequently they must certain:y bear a part of the 
publick charge, and have from thence a just 
title to be protected and defended, as well as 
any other part of the nation; North-Bnitaio is 
a part of Britain as well as South Britain is; it 
is the same country, and I hope in all the Re 
solutions of this House it will always be luok’d 
on as such, ; 

After this the Question being put on the said 
Motion, the same was agreed to, 

Feb. 1. The above Resolution, being re 
ported, was agreed to by the House. 


The Proceedings relating to the Sale of the 
late Earl of Derwentwater's Estate ordered to 
be laid before the Commons.] Feb. 2. The 
Commons ordered, That the proper Offcer 
do Iay before them all such Proceedings, Pa 
pers, and other Instruments, as he had in his 
custody, relnting to the Sale of the Estate of 
James late Earl of Derwentwater. 


Petition from the Proprietors of the Cha- 
ritable Corporation, eompluining of the Mis- 
management of their Directore| Feb. 3. Sir 
Thomas Robinson presented to the Commons 
a Petition of the Proprietors of the Charitable 
Corporation,® complaining, “ That by the most 
On a Cs ee hen eee ee 


* “ The reader may remember, that io the 
last session, several Petitions were offered 10 
the House of Commons against the Charitable 
Corporation. It now became a very serous 
affair; for their capital was now enlarged by 
a royal licence to about 600,000. George 
Robinson, member of parliament for Marlow, 
was their cashier, and having a statu: @ of baok- 
ruptcy issued against him, be disappeared, as did 
likewise one Thompson, who was the warenouse- 
keeper. It was soon found out, upon enqul'y, 
that a most pernicious, though incomprehen- 
sible piece of villainy, had been carried 00. 
In short, $0,000/. was all that could be a 
vered, to answer fora capital of 500,0002, it 
does not belong to this history to trace this 
black affair through all the particularities tbat 
did attend it; it is sufficient to say, that ie 
purenance of the enquiry set on foot byt : 
Committee of the House of Commans, upon 
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notorious breach of trust .in several persons, to 
whom the cure and management of their affairs 
was Committed, thessaid Corporation had been 
‘detrauded of the wrearest part of their capital 
Petition prescated to them by the proprietors 
for reiiet, it appeared, that sir Rovert Sutton, a 
member of the House, and kaigiit of the bath, 
oue of las Majesty’s most honourable privy 
council, had been guilty, as one of the Com- 
mittge for mavaying the atfairs of the Charita- 
ble Corporation, of prouuang, abetung and 
carrying Ov, several invirect and fraudulent 
practicts, tor which he was expelled the House. 

“* Nothing but the uoconety of the thing 
could have brought so severe a censure upon 
a gentleman, who, like sir Robert Sutton, had 
been distinguished by some of the eminent 
employments in the state, was amiable in his 
private character, and happy in his connec- 
tions, his triends, bis tatnily, and fortuue; even 
his enemies were privately of upinion, that in- 
dolence and inadvertency were the chief causes 
of his misconduct, 

‘¢ The censure against sir Archibald Crant, 
another wember of the House, was somewhat 
more harsh; tour he was tound guilty of having 
been concerned in copartnerships, in which 
the cash of the Corporation had been em- 
ployed, and great sums lost and embezzied ; 
and having been principally concerned in pro- 
moting, abetting, and carrying on, mairy ather 
indirect and fraudulent practices in the ma- 
nagement of the affairs of the said Corporation. 

‘‘ Besides those two gentlemen, Denis Bund, 
and William Burroughs, esquires, Mr. George 
Jackson, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, Richard 
Wooley, and Thomas Warren, were found 
pore concerned in these frauds; and a 

il was brought into the House, to restrain all 
of them from going out of the kingdom for one 
year, or to alienate their etlects, and to oblige 
them to discover the same. 

“ While this Bill was depending, Mr. San- 
dys, chairman of the Committee, acquainted the 
House, that sir Robert Sutton had told him, 
that he bad received a letter from one Mr. 
Arbuthnot, a correspondent of his, at Paris, in 
which was enclosed a letter, from signior Bel- 
loni, a banker at Rome, directed to the Com- 
mittee of the Charitable Corporation, or in 
case the Committee did not subsist, to sir Ro- 
beret Sutton and others, informing, that Bellom 
had procured John Thompson, late warehouse- 
keeper to the Charitahie Corporation to be ar- 
rested and secured in the castle of St. Angelo 
at Rome. 

“That the whole of this contrivance was a 
low artifice of the Jacobites, appeared not only 

—o the whole cumplection of its conduct, but 

y the character of the persons employed to 
pay Leo the banker, was an 
oe ao — _ Sir Robert Sutton applied, 
ius conce: er Himself of all suspicion of be- 

aint ps oe Thompson, to ductor Ar 

: » the banker’s brother, who at his re- 
{hest, prevailed with the banker to write to Bel- 


amounting to several hundred thousand pounds; 
and that all the Petitioners were become great 
sufferers thereby, and many of them reduced 
to the utmost degre of misery and distress ; 


toni, wi0 was weil kuown to be the Pretender’s 
banker and agent at Rome (as Arbuthout was 
at Paris), to get Thompson secured. Belloni 
and Arbuthnot were the more pleased with . 
this commis-iou, becuse they were in hopes to 
manage it so, as to make the arrest of Belloni 
seem to be owing to the Pretender’s zeal for 
baviny justice done to the English nation. 
“The whole, however, was managed with 
great tenderness, and even favour, to Thomp- 
son; for though he had pretended to make a 
full discovery of all his effects, and even gave 
orders for delivering them up, yet these orders 
and all the papers he had executed, were to ree 
main in Arbuthnot the banker’s hands, till 
such time as the House of Commons or the 
Charitable Corporation should agree to the 
proposals of Thompson, who by this time, was, 
together with Robinson the cashier, adjudged 
by act of parliament to be guilty of felony. 
Besides this the proposals of Thompsen, though 
comphed with, would have been of very little 
service to the Corporation. But the strain of 
the Jetter from Belluni to the Committee, left 
no manner of room to douht, that the whole 
was acontrivance of the Pretender and his 
adherents. The parliament easily saw through 
this, and both Houses having beld a conference, 
it was adjudged, nem. con., * That Belloni’s 
Jetter .i8 an insolent aud audacious libel, at- 
tempting by false and insidious insinuations, to — 
impose upon the parliament and British natiun; 
and by specious pretences and professiens of 
esteem, affection and compassion, to amuse the 
unhappy suiterers of the Charitable Corpora- 
von, witb-~vain and deceitful hopes of relief; 
that the said paper is in itself, absurd and con- 
tradictory, conceived at the beginning in 
terms, and in the style, of powér and autho- 
rity, Or as proceeding from some extraordinary 
interest and influence, but concluding in the 
person and character of a private banker of 
Rome, offering upon certain cunditions, on the 
bebalf of John ‘Thompson, to deliver certain 
books and papers of the said Thompson; the 
contents, value and consequence of which, are 
unknown, without any offer to surcender the 
person of the said Thumpson, although repre- 
sented to have been arrested and detained in 
safe custody, from @ sense of the frauds com- 
mitted by him, and a due regard to justice. 
The conditions demanded and insisted upon 
by, and in bebalf of Thompson, appcaring at 
the same time to be louse, evasive and uncer- 
tain, tending to procure advantages and indem- 
nity to himself and his accomplices, without 
any intention or prospect of benent to the Cor- 
poration; and that this whole ‘ransaction ap- 
pears to be a scandalous urufice, calculated 
purely to delude the unhappy, and to disguise 
and conceal the wicked practices of the pro~ 
feased enemies to his Majesty’s person, crowe 
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and alledging, that some, who had been guilty 
of these frauds, had transported themselves to 
beyond the seas, and carned with them 
some of the books and effects of the said Cor 
ration; and that there was great reason to 
Relieve: such an immense sum of money could 
not have been embezzied without the conni- 
vance and participation of others who continued 
here; and that the Petitioners were unable to 
come at the knowledge of their combinations, 
or to bring them to justice, without the aid of 
the power and authority of that House; and 
therefore praying, that the House would vouch- 
safe to enquire into the State of the said Cor- 
ration, and the Conduct of those who had 
ad the care and management of their Affairs ; 
and-would give such Relief to the Petitioners, as 
to the House should seem meet.” 


Debate on the said Petition.] This Petition 
being read, 

Mr. Oglethorp stood up and spoke as fol- 
lows: 

Sir; I am persuaded that this Petition will 
be received in a manner deserving of the un- 
happy case of the sufferers, and of the justice 
of this House: I can hardly suspect that any 
gentleman that has the bonour to be a member 
of this House, will oppose giving all the relief 
we can to such a number of unhappy people, 
who have been so much cheated and injured; 
and dignity.” It was then unanimously voted, 
that the said infamous libel should be burnt 
atthe Royal Exchange, by the hand of the 
common hangman. 

“s Thus ended an affair, which notwithstand- 
ing all the care and even earnestness of the 
government, brought destruction upon thou- 
sands of poor sufferers. Being many of them of 
the lowest rank, they gratified their revenge in 
murmuring egainst their superiurs; and they 
were not wanting in throwing out abuse against 
the most venerable names in the nation, as be- 
ing the authors of their calamities, or at least 
sharers in their spoils. But nothing could be 
more ridiculous, as well as unjust, than such 
aspersions, because it was plain from the spirit 
with which the government (who cuuld have 
crushed the proceedings) joined in prosecuting 
the offenders, that no persons of the most 
exalted condition could have been concerned 
fn the fraud; and if they bad, they must have 
shared tn the loss ; as it is certain that the estates 
of the two gentlemen who were on that ac- 
count expelled the House of Commons, were 
greatly injured, even independently of all pro- 
ceedings azainst them, either legal or parlia- 
mentary. Add to this, that had Thompson, 
the warehouse-keeper, who must have been 
master of the secret, known of any such prac- 
tices, he would undoubtedly have made his 
court at Rome by disclosing them; nor, consi- 
dering the severe examination the affaires and 
the books of the Company met with, both 
within and without doors, can it be imegined 
they cou!) hive been concealed.” Tindal. 


yet because I have heard it whispered without 
doors that we ought not toreceive this Petition, 
upon account, as is pretended, that the Com- 
mon Seal was not regularly affixed thereto, I 
think it necessary to take some notice of that 
objection, in case any such he to be made; | 
must say, that if there be any irregularity as to 
the affixing of the public seal of that Company 
to this Petition, it is in my opinion so far trom 
being an objection to our receiving the Peti- 
tion, that it isa very strong reason for it; if 
there be any fault in form, it is the fault of 
those who had the keeping of the common 
veal, and as they may perhaps be some of those 
against whom the complaints made, and who 
upon inquiry be found by this House to be the 
guilty persons, we are therefore to lovk upon 
any neglect in form to be a wilful fault, ands 
a laid for preventing the truth’s being 
rought to light; such plots will, F hope, be al- 
ways defeated by the wisdom of this House, 
and whenever it can be discovered that any 
frauds have been committed, or any indirect 
practices used. by those who have the keeping 
of any common seal, this House will, I bope, 
make use of that power, with which it is by 
our constitution invested, for detecting and 
punishing the criminals: for my own part, I 
ale was for encouraging the design upon 
which this Corporation was at first established ; 
people may call it Charitable or not, as they 
please; but I always looked upon it asansct , 
of charity to let necessitous persons bave money 
to borrow upon easier terms than they could 
have it el:ewhere ;. money like other things 3s 
but a commodity, and in the way of dealing, 
the use thereof, as well as of other things, is 
looked upon to be worth as much as people 
can get for it; if this Corporation let necessr 
tous people have the use of their money, a & 
cheaper rate than any other person would lend 
money at, they were certainly useful to the 
public, and were so far to be reckoned a Cha- 
ritable Corporation; and if they had asked 
more than what was usual to be given, ther 
could not have had any customers ; the desigi 
was therefore in itself good and useful, but the 
better the design was, the more those persous 
deserve to be punished, who by their fravds 
have disappointed the public of reaping the 
benefit, which might have accrued by an bones 
and faithful execution of so good an under 
taking. | 

Sir Thomas Robinson spoke next: 

Sir; There is no doubt but that a great 
many frauds have been committed in the affair 
now before us; so large a sum of moncy could 
not have been lost in so short a time, hy the 
greatest misfortunes that pussibly could hare 
happened; nor could the greatest nusmanage 
ment reduce such a capital to nothing 10 so 
years, without some fraud at bottom; an 
matters now stand, every man who had Hi 
hand in this unhappy affair, 8 accused by ine 
general voice of the people; every man cor 
cerned is presumed to Have been a partaker in 
the crime, and the innocent suffer in their cha- 
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racters, as well as in their estates, by the frauds 
of the guilty. As the capital stuck of this Cor- 
poration was divided among a great number of 
roprietors, the sufferers by these frauds must. 
very numerous, and amongst them there are 
without doubt a great many who are quite un- 
done ; it is enough to move the compassion of 
any man to think, that gentlemen and ladies, 
who have been bred to an affluent fortune, 
should thus at once be reduced to misery and 
starving; and that without any fault of their 
own, bat merely by the frauds or by the neg- 
Ject of those to whom they had iatrusted the 
management of their estates. This is a case, 
Sir, that deserves to be inquired into in an ex- 
traordinary manner; such innocent sufferers 
deserve the most speedy redress that the justice 
of this nation can admit of; it would be cruelty 
to leave it to the ordinary forms, or to subject 
it to the long delays that necessarily attend the 
ordinary course of justice; and therefore I 
hope, that no member of this House will refuse 
to give ear to the just complaint of the Peti- 
tioners, or appear to be against giving them all 
the redress that can be given in a parliament- 
ary method of proceeding. There are, I think, 


_three things that must come under vur consi- 


deratido in the present case: We must endea- 
vour to relieve as much as possible those who 
are the unhappy sufferers in this affair; we 
must endeavour as much as we can to discover 
those who are really guilty, and punish them 
as severely as their crimes deserve; and we 
mast endeavour to vindicate the characters of 
those who are innocent, and who at present 
suffer by being blended with those that are 
guilty. These things demand a most strict and 
& Most exact scrutiny into the management of 
the affairs of this Corporation, and therefore 
this Petition ought not only to be referred to a 
Committee, but to a select Committee of a cer- 
tain number of members to be chose by ballot, 
which Committee ought to be a Committee of 
Secrecr. : 

Captain Vernon agreed in every thing to 
what sir Thomas Robinson had moved for, ex- 
cept as to the Committee’s being a Committee 
of Secrecy, in which he was secunded b 

Mr. Hopkins, who said, That a Public 
Committee would be more for the purpose, be- 
caase in such case he and every other member 
of the House, who could give them any inform- 
ation, could then attend and‘ know what they 
were about, by which they would learn how to 
assist the Committee in making discoveries, 

and clearing up facts which they might be in 
any doubt about.” 


take notice of one fact, which to him appeared 
something extraordinary; which was, that at 


one time there were Bonde or Notes of that 


Corporation issued, to the value of about 
120,000/. about which time the York Buildings 
Sock rose from 18 or 19 to 36 or thereabout 
Per cent. This sudden rise, he believed, was 
ally owing to the Bonds and Notes of 


Charitable Corporation, which at that time 


He added, “ That in the. 
management of this affair, he could not but 


[34a 


went abont current -and in ‘great pleaty in 
Change Alley. ° 

Sir Robert Sutton and Mr. Denis. Bond | 
said, That as they had the misfortune to-be 
named as managers of the affairs of thet cer- 
poration, they thought themselves obliged to 
say something upon the present occasion: 
That they were both very considerable. propri- 
etors, and consequently were very great suf 
ferers, but though they bad been named as 
managers, yet they were but seldom there, aad 
knew very little of what was done. 

Sir Archibald Grant said, That as he like- 
wise had the misfortune to be a Manager, he 
thought himself obliged to say something to the 
affair then before them ;-that he also was 9 
very considerable proprietor, bad no less than 
1500 shares of their capital in his own right, ° 
which had cost him above 8000/. That he was 
very willing the management sbould be in- 
quired into, because he hoped the fraudulent 
and deceitful would thereby be distinguished 
from those, who had been deceived and:im- 
posed upon. 

Several Members spoke for the Committee 
being a Secret Committee, because it had been 
always observed, that such Committees made- 
the most narrow and the most speedy inquiry 
into the affairs that had been referred to them: 
That if every member had a liberty of comin 
there, it-would occasion such disturbance 


so many delays, that it would be i ible 
for the Committee to finish their rt, orfor . 
the House to give any relief to unhappy 


sufferers, during that session of parliament. 
That its being a Committee of Secrecy could 
not be any loss, as to their getting all possible 
information from the other. members: of the 
House, who could make any discoveries ; for 
that the gentlemen of the Committee would 
te known, and it was to be presumed that 
every member, that could make any discovery 
of consequence, would immediately give in- 
formation thereof to some of the gentlemen of 
the Committee. 


‘ 

The said Pétition referred to a Committee, | 
Then it was resolved, without opposition, 
“‘ That the said Petition be referred to a Com- 
mittee of twenty one, to be chosen by bal- 
loting.” But a motion being made, and the 
gacruck pot, That the said Committee be a 

ommittee of Secrecy, it passed in the nega- 
tive by 212 votes against 139, 


Sir “R. Walpole’s wation for reading the 
Pension Bill a third time.] Feb. 7. A Motion 
was ‘made by sir Robert Walpole, for baving 
the’ Pension Bill read the third time, on the 
10th instant, ina full House,’ because he did 
not know but that he might then offer several 
Teasons against it, and endeavour to shew, 


‘What it was neither.a: proper Bill for redresemg_ 


the evil complained of; aor was it offered ats.a 
‘proper season. 

Mr. Pulteney said, That that: Bill had been 
two years successively before that’ House ; 
during which time-shey had had cgany oppor 
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tunities to consider every clause in it, eve 
one of which had been concerted by the ablest 
men in the nation. That the Bull was cer- 
tainly a good and a necessary Bill, was very 
mach wanted, and had the general voice of 
the nation in its favour, That though the 
other House had twice thrown it out, yet he 
could not think that any men of honour could 
be against it; what their reasons were for sv 
doing, he could oot tell; but it seemed, and 
he had even heard it whispered, that they 
were tired of doing such **** work ; they 
were resolved to do no more of it, and if so, 
says he, it is become necessary for us to de 
our own * *® ® work ourselves. 

But sir Robert Walpole’s motion not being 
insisted on, no order was made. 


Debate in the Commons on Sir Robert Wal- 
pole’s Motion for reviving the Salt Duty-] 
Feb. 9. The House of Commons resolved itsel 
into a Committee of the whole House, to consi- 
der farther of ways and means for raising the 
supply granted to his Majesty; and the several 
pavers and accounts relating to the Salt Duty 

aving been laid before this Committee, 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up and spoke as 
follows : 

Mr. Speaker, 

_ As there is nothing his Majesty has more at 
_. heart than the giving all possible ease to his 
subjects; so whenever he is necessarily 
obliged to desire assistance from them forthe 
immediate support of the government, he de- 
sires that they would choose those ways 
and means for raising the aunual supplies, 
-which are least burthensome to the people, 
and which makes the load fall equally upon the 
subjects in general. When money is to be 
raised for the public good, for the security of 
all, he thinks that every one ought to contri- 
bute his share, in proportion to the benefit that 
he is thereby to receive. ‘ In pursuance of 
‘these his Majesty’s inclinations, aud in pur- 
suance of what I look upon as the most equi- 
table rule for raising contributions, I shall take 
the liberty of proposing to this House a method 
for raising some part of the supply for this pre- 
sent year, which by falling equally upon all, 
will be burthensome to none; and by which 
those who have stood the brunt of the day, 
those who have been oppressed for many years, 
may in some measpre be relieved. 

\This, Sir, is the only view [ have in making 
the proposal ; after it ismade, the House may 
‘then take it into their censideration, and each 
member certainly will judge of it as he thinks 
proper. If it is approved of, I shall rejvice in 

aving been the author of a measure, which I 
think will contribute so much to the good of 
my country in general, and to the relief of 
those who have for many years borne ton great 
a share of the public burthen ; and if it happens 
not to meet with the approbation of this Lluuse, 
I shall have the testimony of a gond conscience 
.for my comfort; for since I have no other view 
but only a sincere and an honest intention to 

, 9 : 


| than the Land Tax. 


give relief to my fellow-subjects, I never cu 
have occasion to repeat, nor dol any wy 
dread those reproaches, which may be uw 
justly thrown upon me, or upon the measure! 
um to propose ; for these are things which in 
all public transactions every man must expect: 
No public measure cap be proposed, but whit 
may be against the private interest and selfish 
views of some particular men ; but [ fear not 
the enmity, and I despise the revilings of 
those, whe prefer their own little selfish vier 
to the general good and wellare of ther 
country. 

I have, Sir, with the deepest concern ob 
served, how heavy and how unequal a burthen 
has been Jong borne by the landed gentleme 
of this kingdom: I have long had it in my vew 
to procure them some ease as soon as possible, 
and am pleased to think that an opportusly 
now offers itself for doing what I have so log 
had mucb at heart; and I bope I shail bare 
the good luck to find that my sentiments 
are approved of by this House; and the ap 
probation of such an assembly I shall always 
look upon as the greatest honour done to ay 
proposal made by me. As to the manner, Su, 
of raising taxes upon the people, : it is a certain 
maxim, that that tax which is the mostequal 
and the most general, is the most just, aad 
the least burthensome. Where every man con- 
tributes a small share, a great sum may be 
raised for the public service, without any man’s 
being sensible of what be pays; whereas 2 
small sum, raised upon a few, lies heavy upon 
each particular man, and is the more grievous, 
in that it is unjust; for where the benefits 
mutual, the expence ought to be in common. 
Of all the taxes I ever could think of, there's 
not one more general, nor one less felt, than 
that of the duty upon Salt. The duty upon Sal 
is atax that every man in the navn contr 
butes to according to his circumstances 4 
condition in life; every subject contnbutes 
something ; if he be a poor man, he contributes 
so smal a trifle, it will hardly bear a neme, 
if he be rich, he lives more luxuriously, 
consequently contributes more; avd if he bea 
man of a great estate, he keeps a great num 
ber of servants, and must therefore contnbute 
a great deal. Upon the other band, theres 
no tax that ever was laid upon the people o 
this nation, that is more unjust and unequ 

The laud-holders bear bat 
a small proportion to the people of this won 
or of any nation; yet no mao contributes any 
the least sha:e to this tax, but he thats ae 
sessed of a land estate; and yet this ie - 
been continued without intermission fora i 
these 40 years. It has. continued so long, pe 
has lain so heavy, that I may a pas 
many a landed gentleman in this King om 
thereby been utterly ruined and un eee bs 

This consideration, Sir, has prompte’ d 

me relief, ao 
endeavour to procure them S80 he folluw- 
for this end I shall venture to make ¢ es supply 
ing motion. ‘ That towards raising pais on 
1. several duties 
granted to his Majesty, the 


” 
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home-made Salt, granted to the late king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary, by an Act of the 5th and 
6th years of their reign, for aterm of years, and 
afterwards made perpetual ; and also the addi- 
tional Duties on Salt, granted by an act of the 
. 9th and 10th years of his said Jate Majesty king 
William, and all the Duties chargeable on home- 
made.Salt in Great-Britain, which by an act of 
the 3rd year of his present Majesty’s reign, ceas- 
ed and determined on the 25th day of December 
1730, be revived and granted to his Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, for the term of three 
years from the 25th of March next, 1732.” 
If I havé, Sir, the good luck to succeed so 

far in my wishes, as to have this motion ap- 
proved of, I shall then beg leave to move, 
that the sum of one shilling in the pound, and 
no*more, be raised for this year upon land ; 
but if this House does nut agree to the mo- 
tion I now make, I must in that case move 
for a Land-Tax of two shillings in the pound ; 
for so much will be absolutely necessary for 
_ the current service of the year. This, Sir, is 
what a gincere and a hearty desire to do ser- 
vice to my country, and justice to my fellow- 
subjects, has emboldened me to propose, I 
declare I had no other view, but that of pro- 
curing some ease, some relief to the landed- 
interest. If this be agreed to, some means 
may be fallen upon to relieve them of the 
whole again next year; and I shall always 
look upon it as a great honour, that after a 
continuance of a land-tax of four, three or 
two shillings at least in the pound for 40 years 
together, it was at last reduced to one, at a 
time when I had a share in the administra- 
tion of the affairs of this’ nation. Before I 
leave this subject, I must intreat every one 
that hears me, to consider how many landed- 
gentlemen of ancient families there are in Bri- 
tala, who have but small estates, how many of 
them have yreat families to support and many 
children to provide for, and how many even of 
those who have large Estates in Land are so 
charged with mortgages, jointures, er rent- 

es, that it is hardly possible for them to 
sopport their character in the country where 
they live, though they were not to pay one shil- 
liog towards a land-tax. 

ur nobility and gentry were once famous for 
hospitality and generosity ; if the unavoidable 
hecessities of state have obliged them for so 
many years to abridge their expence,and contract 
their manner of living, let us do at least what is 
10 Our power to restore them to their former 
state, by relieving them of a part of that bur- 
then, which they, and they only, have for so 
Many years been charged with. ) 


Mr. Walter Plumer rose up and spoke as 

OWS : 

Sir, , 

Tagree with the right hon. gentleman who 
made the motion, in this, That the landed gen- 
tlemen of this nation have been for many years 
subject to very grievous taxes; the land-tax is 
ot the only tax that bas been heavy upon 
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them, but every other tax falls at last upon them 
with its greatest weight: Itis indeed high time 
that some of the burthens should be taken off 
their shoulders, and it was reasonable for them 
to have expected from his Majesty’s most gra- 
cious specch, that in this session of parliament 
they would have met with some relief; but 
how much surprised must they be, when ‘they 
hear, that all the relief that has been pro- 
posed is, to take off one tax which lies heavy 
upoo them only, and in the room thereof to 
lay on another, which will lie equally heavy up- 
on most of them, and at the same time will be 
a most insupportable burthen upon every one of 
their fellow-subjects? The proposing this asa 
relief for the landed gentlemen appears to me 
in so odd a light, that I cannot well comprehend 
how it can be expected, that any gentleman in 
England should be so imposed on. It is so 
short a time ago, that we must all remember - 
how this tax upon Salt came to be taken off. 

His Majesty, by his most gracious speech from the 

throne only two years ago[See p. 766, ] shewed, 

that he was sensible how mach the trade and 

manufactures of this nation suffered, by the. 
many taxes, the poor tradesmen and /Jabourers 

were subject to; he therefore recommended 

to us the taking off some of those taxes, which 

were most burthensome upon the poor; and 

at that time, Sir, it was the opinion of this very 

House, that this tax upon Salt was the most 

burthensome upon the poor, and the most per- 

nicious to the trade of this kingdom, of all the. 
taxes we are liableto. This, Sir, was one of the 

many reasons for taking it off, and why we’ 
should so suddenly alter our opinion, and re- 

sulve to grind the face of the poor, in order to 

relieve a few of the rich, I can see no reason 5 

I say, Sir, a few of the rich, for it may be easily 

made appear, thatthe relief proposed will be no, 
relief at all to the landed gentlemen of s:nall 

fortunes, and even to the rich it will be but a 

small present ease, which will be attended with 

most heavy and most fatal consequences. 

I had the honour, Sir, to be one of those who 
were instrumental in getting this clog upon our 
trade removed ;. I hope I shall have the honour 
to be one of those who shall be instrumentil in. 
preventing its being forced upon us again ; for 
if this duty be revived, I despair of ever seeing 
it again taken off. It is not always a certain 
maxim, that those taxes. which are most gene- 
ral are least burthensome; upon the contrary, 
it holds true in all countries, and at all times, 
that those taxes which ase laid upon the luxu- 
ries of mankind are the least burthensome; and 
I believe in the most luxurious country upon 
earth, I am sure as to this country, it cannot be 
said that they are the most general: After a 
nation is brought to that woeful pass, that they 
must extend their taxes farther than the luxu- 
ries of their country, it is certain, that those 
taxes which are raised with the least charge to 
the public, are the most convenient and the 
easiest to the people; but in all cases particu- 
lar care ought to be taken not to tax those. 
things which are necessary for the very subsist- 
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ence of the poor; such taxes always oc*.asion 
murmurings and sedition among the people, and 
in such a country as this, which subsists by 
trade and manufacture, such taxes bring sure 
_ and inevitable destruction; for they enhance 
the price of all necessaries of life, the wages of 
the tradesman and manufacturer must conse- 
quently rise higher, and where the wages of the 
workmen are high, the manufactures of that 
country never can be sold so cheap as the ma- 
oufactures of other countries; this must at last 
destroy their whole trade, and I am convinced 
that no landed gentleman in England will 
chuse to save a shilling in the’pound as to the 
land tax, even though be were to pay nothing 
in lieu thereof, when by such a saving he brings 
ruin upon the trade aod manufactures of his 
native country. | 
I have, Sir, always appeared, and I ake ever 
shall appear zealous for the support of the pre- 
sent royal family; .as a friend to our most happy 
constitution, as a faithful subject to his Ma- 
jesty, I must declare against reviving this tax 
upon salt; for granting that the reducing of a 
shilling in the pound upon the land tax, by the 
revival of this upon salt, were a real relief to the 
landed gentlemen, which is very far from being 
the case, yet we must allow that for one, that is 
‘eased or obliged by the reducing of the land 
tax, there will be 99 disobliged by the revival 
of the tax upon salt; this must occasion such a 
general dissatisfaction, and so much grumbling 
amongst the people against his Majesty, that 
the cepa up a standing army will become 
necessary for supporting him against the disaf- 
fected; and by experience we know, that where 
the disaffection becomes very general, even the 
army is not to he depended on, for in such case 
most of them would probably join with the 
discontented: It would become necessary for 
the security of his Majesty’s person and go- 
vernment, to bring in an army of foreign troops 
to prey upon the bowels of our mother country. 
have, Sir, as much sympathy and compas- 
sion as any man for the great distresses that 
have been brought upon many of our landed 
gentlemen; and I flattered myself with the 
leasing hope, that they were now to be re- 
ieved ; now when there is 1 profound tran- 
quillity established beth abroad and at home, I 
could not so much as imagine, that it would he 
necessary to continue all our taxes, and I could 
far less imagine that any proposal would be 
made for relieving us of one tax, by laying on 
another much more grievous. No man can 
expect that the landed gentlemen io England 
have so little sense as to be cajoled im such a 
manner. The land tax, it is true, takes from 
the landed gentleman a part of his rent yearly, 
but the salt tax, being a charge upon our trade 
and manufactures, will at last disable his tenants 
from paying him any rent; and besides, it 
makes the maintaining even of his own family 
much more expensive, so that at the end of the 
year he will find himself no gainer upen the 
main, and his tenants being ruined and undone, 
the rents and the value of his estate will be de- 


‘are now appropria 


creasing yearly. I only desire tbat every landed 
gentleman, tha: hears me, would consider what 
he could make of his estate if we bad no trade, 
no mavufactures, nor any number of populous 
trading towns in England. Whoever considers 
this, must conclude that, in most parts of Eng- 
land, the landed estates would not in that case 
bring in yearly to their landlords near the rent 
they do at present, no, nor one quarter thereof. 
Who then will be such a fool as to desire to be 
relieved of one shilling in the pound upon the 
land tax, when he must pay as much in anoe 
ther way, for the salt made use of in his family, 
and when at the same time he diminishes the | 
yearly value of his estate much more than one 
shilling in the pound; nay, much more than 
any land tax ever amounted to in England. 
The iand tax, Sir, is but an annual dimination 
of a sealer estate; he may be free of it, 
or of a part of it, the succeeding year: But if 
by the decay of our trade, and the charge that 
is Jaid upon the poor farmer, he be obliged to 
lower the rents of his estate, that will be a di- 
minution which I am afraid will endure for ever. 

Before I have done, I must, Sir, take notice, 
that the Salt Duty, or a considerable part 
thereof, was formerly appropriated to the Sinke 
ing Fund; yet this duty was but two years 
thought so. gricvous and 80 prejudicial to our 
trade, that we then made no scruple of en- 
croaching a little even upon that sacred fund, 
in order to ease the people of so pernicious and 
burdensome a tax: I am sorry to see the opi- 
nion of any gentleman, as to this tax, so much 
altered in so short atime: but if we do alter 
our opinion, and revive this tax, it certainly 
ought to be appropriated again to that useful 
fund; if we do revive it without any such ap- 
propriation, we make a most dangerous pre- 
cedent, whenever any of these taxes that 
to the Sinking Fand, 
are wanted for another use, it is bat takme 
them off for one year, and laying them on the 
next for a new purpose; thus the Sinking Fund 
may he at last entrrely exhausted, and ocr 
debts remain for ever unpaid, without lessen- 
ing any of our taxes. 


Captain Vernon spoke next : 


Mr. Speaker ; , 

I hope every gentleman in this House has 
perused the sbort account of the money, which 
has been brought into his Majesty’s excbequer, 
by the produce of the Salt duty from that part 
of Great Britain, called Scotland, for the last 
ten years; I have looked fur that account, bat 
can find but one article, and that article is next 
to nothing. In the space. of ten vears, not one 
shilling was ever brought into the Exchequer, 
from the Salt duty in that country: How then 
can this tax be said to be an equal tax, when 
such a considerable part of this kingdom never 
paid one farthirg towards it; even by the pro- 
posal now made, they are not to pay near so 
much as we nre to pay in South Britain; and 
of that small proportion that is to be laid upon 
them, it is probable no part will ever come to 
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the public account: This tax must therefore be 
unequal, because we in England are to bear 
. the whole of the burden; Scotland js to bear 
no part, and yet they are by the Articles of the 
Union obliged to bear their proportional part 
of all new taxes, more especially those which 
are raised for the current service of the year. 
If it be said, that the people in that country 
are not able to pay this whole tax, it is a good 
argument against the tax in general; for no tax 
ought to be laid upon the people, but those to 
which they can all contribute their share: The 
people of England ought not to be charged 
with a duty, and the people of Scotland left 
free; such unequal chafges will soon make every 
man in England wish that the Union had never 
been made. ; 
It is true, Sir, I cannot but applaud the gen- 
tlemen of that cuuntry, for appearing in favour 
of the tax upon Salt; it is shewing a laudable 
zeal fur the proper interest of their native 
country: It is laying a tax upon us, to which 
they contribute nothing, in place of a tax, to 
which they have always contributed an: equal 
share. This, Sir, may justify their conduct as 
to the question now m hand, but I hope the 
gentlemen of the south parts of Britain will 
shew the same concern for the interest of their 
part of the island; and I am glad to find that 
so many of them do shew such a concern, for 
_ it appeared to me yesterday, that the question 
was carried against the south parts of the 
island, by the votes of those gentlemen who 
come from the north. [Here he was called to 
Order, after which he went on] Sir, I design 
No reflection upon any man; but the affair be- 
fore us is of the utmost consequence to the in- 
terest and trade of the whole kingdom; our 
liberties, our properties, and every thing that is 
dear to usis at stake. This seems to be a ste 
towards introducing a general excise, which is 
ineonsistent with the liberties of a free people; 
and, Sir, when life, liberty, or property is con- 
cerned, it will be found that every man will 
fight; a country clown in huddon-gray may 
perhaps shew as much courage, and fight as 
well as a soldier in red: What! do we think, 
_ because a fellow is a beau, and dresses himself 
up with powder and essences, that therefore he 
has more courage than another man? I suspect 
there are many of those fine gentemen, who are 
afraid of letting the wind blow upon them, for 
fear of blowing the powder out of their wigs, 
that could not, perhaps, bear the smell of gun- 
- powder. As the affair before us is of the ut 
most consequence, so it ought to give us the 
more concern, that if it passes in this House, 
there are no hopes in the other: In the other 
House, we know, Sir, there is a peculiar Bench, 
which will (erase he was again called to Order, 
and was told by Mr. Speaker, That no gentle- 
man was to throw reflections upon any body of 
men, nor was any member of that House, in 
any thing he said, to take notice of what was 
done, or whatwnight be done in the other, then 
-the Captain went on] Sif, it was not possible I 
could make any reflection upon any mag, or 
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open any set of men, for I had drawn no-con- 
clusion. But let us do what we will, let both 
Houses, if they have a mind, pass this Bill, it is 
so directly opposite to the interest of the na- 
tion, and to the interest of our present happy 
establishment, that I am convinced his Majesty 
will refuse giving it the sanction of the royal 
assent. 

Mr. Horatio Walpole stood up, and said, 

Sir: I find some of those gentlemen, who 
have spoken upon the affair in hand, are quite 
mistaken as to the motion that has been made. 
If any new and unheard of tax had been thereby 
proposed, they might have some reason for 
those fears, which they have represented to us 
in so strong 8 light ; murmarings and grumblin 
among‘the people might be apprehended ; but 
the tax proposed is no new tax, it is only pru- 
posed to revive a tax which was raised upon 
the people of England for 34 years together, — 
and was always paid by them, without the least _ 
grumbling or complaint. By experience, Sir, 
we are convinced that it is no way burthensome 
upon the peuple ; and indeed, it is so little felt 
by them, that even since it was taken off, there 
is hardly a man in the kingdom that has been 
sensible of the ease, or has in any manner ex- 
pressed his satisfaction therewith: This shews 
that it may be revived without any danger of 
overcharging any’ particular man, or any sort of 
men. - Every man, I believe, that contributes 
towards the land tax, is fully sensible of the . 
butthen that is thereby laid upon him ; but 
who is it that ever was sensible of what he paid 
towards the salt duty, or has felt any ease since 
it was. taken off? It isa duty that is paid by 
such a multitude of people, that no single man 
can any way feel what he pays thereto, which 
is a most evident demonstration that it is one of 
the most easy ways we can chuse, for raising 
money for the necessary supplies of the govern- 
ment, 

Those gentlemen, who talk so mach of its 
being destructive to our trade and manufac- 
tures, ought to come to particulars; they ought 
to shew what trade or manufacture was lost or 
injured, during the 34 years that the tax con- 
tinued to be paid by the people of England ; 
they ought to shew what manufactures bave 
become cheaper, or what sort of tradesmen’s 
wages have been lowered, since the abolishing 
of this tax: If any one such effect could be 
made appear, I should believe they had some 
reason for what they say ; but when the con- 
trary facts appear to be true, I cannot join in 
opinion with them. During the whole time 
that this tax continued, there never was any 
one manufacture thereby lost, our trade never 
flourished more than it did in that course of 
time; and since the tax was taken off, we all | 
know that no trade or manofacture has been 
thereby improved, nor have the wages of one 
workman in the kingdom been diminished ; the 
pretended fatal consequences of this tax must 
therefore be all imaginary. ! 

As this Tax upon Sultis one of the most 
equal and easy taxes on the people, so there is 
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mot any one tax can be proposed, that may be 
raised with less expenee to the public; The 
method of raising it custs but very little more 
than the raising of the land tax will cOst : and 
whatever ditterence there may be is moch 
more than atoned for, by the justice and 
equality of the tax upon salt, and by its being 
so general, that it becomes altogether insensible, 
whereas the land tax is one of the inost unequal 
and one of the most grievous upon those who 
‘pay it, of any tax that ever was raised in this 
country. It isa tax that is wholly charged upon 
a very few of the inhabitants of this island, who 
have been for many years obliged to bear the 
greatest part of the public charge, and have 
many of them been ruined and undone for the 
benefit and advantage of others. If we but 
once seriously consider, what wretched cir- 
€umstances many of the landholders in Britain 
are at present in, we cannot surely make the 
least hesitation in giving them relief from the 
Oppressions they have su long groaned under, 
by laying on another sort of tax, which never 
was, nor never can be felt by any mao breath- 
ing: A tax which is so just that every man 
contributes to it in proportion to the benefit he 
receives, instead of a tax, by which a few are 
obliged to contribute the whole of the charge, 
though they receive but a hundredth part of the 
benefit. 

We have likewise, Sir, been frightened with 
the name of a General Excise, and with the 
loss of our liberties and properties. As to the 
last, the bugbear will vanish, if we but reflect 
upon the great men that were at the helin of 
affairs, when the salt tax was first laid on. Ic 
was first @id on in the reign of the late king 
William, the glorious restorer of the hberties 
and properties of the nation: In his time it 
first had its being, and was contrived and ad- 
vised by aset of ministers, who will for ever 
be respected for their great wisdom, and whose 
memories will for ever be sacred, for the great 
attachment they always shewed to the consti- 
tution and the liberties-of this kingdom. As 
for a general excise, I never heard of any such 
design, I am sure vo man that | know had ever 
any such thing in bis thoughts, nor can the 
reviving of the salt tax any way contribute to 
such adesign. I must say, that I think many 
of our customs are heavy upon trade, and very 
troublesome to our merchants: and therefore, 
if some of the most grievous of them were 
turned into an excise, it would be of great 
advantage to the nation, and might, I be- 
heve, be easily done, without endangering 
in the least our constituuon, or encroaching 
upon the liberty or property of the subjects, 
but as there is at present no such proposal be- 
fore this House, we have no occasion to take 
such a thing into our 1mmediate consideration. 

Mr. Walpole was replied to by. 


Sir William Wyndham, as follows; 


Sir: 
I could not indeed but suspect from the 
manner of introducing this motion, that some- 
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thing very extraordinary was to follow. I find 
I am not disappointed, for in my opinion it is 
one of the most extraordisary motions, that 
ever was made in this House. Under the spe- 
cious pretence of giving an immediate ease to 
the landed gentlemen, we are to revive a tax, 
which will lie as heavy as the land tax upon 
most of them, and which is not only destruc- 
tive to the trade, but inconsistent with the 
liberties of this nation. I agree most heartily 
with the gentleman who made‘thé motion, 
That many of our landed gentlemen have been 
reduced to most miserable circumstances, by 
the heavy burdens they have borne for so many 
vears: but their misery is not to be ascribed to 
the land-tax only, every one uf our other taxes 
contributes its share, and no tax contributed 
more to the general misery of the whole nation, 
as well as of the lauded gentlemen, than this 
very tax, which is now proposed to be revived. 
It is indeed become necessary to continue the 
land-tax upon the former footing, or to im- 
pose some new tax in room thereof; but from 
whence does this necessity proceed? Why, 
from maintaining @ greater number of land 
forces, and putting ourselves to much greater 
charges, than we have in my opinion any 0c 
casion for. It has always been the case, it 
always will be the case, Sir, that one wiong 
measure must for ever give birth to another, 
that toa third, and so on till public ruin be 
comes inevitable, if no redress be offered in 
time ; which never can be effectuated, but by 
altering the former wrong measures, instead of 
supporting them by worse. 

Iam sorry, Sir, to find that we are reduced 
to this extremity, that we must either lay on a 
land tax, which seems to be agreed by all to 
be heavier than the landed gentlemen of this 
nation are able to bear, or otherwise we must 
lay on a tax, which in the opinion of, I hope, 
the majority of this House, 1s of much more 
fatal consequence. How fatal, Sir, is this ne 
cessity? Qur landed gentlemen must be 
ruined, or the whole nation must be undone! 
It is certain, Sir, that every tax is an evil, and 
an evil that ought to be avoided, if possible; 
the corrupt nature of mankind has made some 
taxes necessary for the support of society ; and 
we find to our cust, that taxes, like other 
evils, are fruitful in the begetting of one 
another: But when we cometo make a choice 
between two taxes, of the two evils we cer- 
tainly ought to chuse that which is least ; and 
since we have by our former Resolutions made 
one of the two, now under consideration, ae 
cessary, we ought now to examine strictly which 
of the two is the least evil, 

I have, I hope, Sir, as deep a sense of the 
miseries and sufferings of my fellow countrys 
men as any man inthis House, and when 1 speak 
of charging land in place of charging salt, lam 
certain, and I believe every man that kuows 
me will think, that I speak against my own 
private interest ; and therefore 1 flatt: r my- 
self, that those who hear me will unnk I am 
sincere in what I say, It is very true, Sir, that 
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the reducing of the land tax would be a great 
relief to the landed gentlemen, if it could be 
done without taking as much from them in 
another way. The land tax is indeed a heavy 
charge upon the landholders of this kingdom, 
bat that 1s the only evil attending it; I cannot 
nt that it is so unequal as some gentlemen 
ave been pleased to represent; every man 
ought to pay to the public charge in propor- 
tion to the benefit he receives therefrom; a 
poor man, who has no property, ought not 
certainly to be charged for the defence of pro- 
perty ; he has nothing but his liberty to cone 
tend for, and for the defence of that only be 
ought in justice to be charged, whereas a man, 
who hasan estate, has property as well as liberty 
to contend for, and for the defence of both he 
ought to becharged. Liberty may be equally 
dear to every man, but surely he that has the 
largest property, ought to contribute most to 
the public expence. | 
The heavy weight that lies upon the land- 
holders, is aay, Sir, the only evil attending 
the land tax; but in considering the evils that 
necessarily attend a tax upon salt, the land tax 
will upon the comparison be found to have 
many advantages: One of the great evils of 
a sale tax, I may say the greatest, bevause it 
strikes at our constitution, is the great number 
of officers which must be employed io collect- 
ing that small branch of the revenue. These 
officers are all named by the crown, aud being 
spread all over the country, must have a great 
influence in elections: This, Sir, thrdws a 
$reater power into the hands of the crown, than 
Is IN My Opinion consistent with the liberties of 
this nation. If it ever shall happen to be 
the misfortune of this nation, to have a set of 
wicked ministers in the administration, and a 
weak or an ambitious prince upon the throne, 
the great number of officers employed in col- 
lecting the public revenue, must be of the most 
dangerous consequence to the very being of our 
PPy Constitution ; and therefore we ought 
not, upon any pretence whatsoever, to increase 
the number of those slaves of an administra- 
fon. As to this evil, the land tax has by 
much the advantage of the salt tax ; in the first 
there are few or no officers employed ; but the 
last will make an additiun of six or seven 
hundred to the number of officers we had be- 
Ore. This tax upoo salt is likewise a danger- 
ous precedent ; it is one step towards a gene- 
ral excise; from this, which is really an excise 
upon salt, we may come to have an excise laid 
Upon every thiug we can either eat or drink. 
Tt would be dangerous to begin to raise even 
the taxes we now pay, by the method of ex- 
cise, both because it would be a bad prece- 
dent, and because uf the uncertainty of the 
Produce : If the raising them by excise should 
Produce less than they now do, they could not 
answer those payments for which they are ap- 
lie and if it raised more, it might, con 
i eug the present establishment of the civil 
st, throw more money into the hands of the 


rown, than would be consi : ° 
dom of the people, e consistent with the se 
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Another advantage which the land-tax hag 
over the tax now proposed, is, that the raising 
of a shilling iv the pound costs but a mere trifle, 
and is subject to no frauds. The whole, I 


may say, that is raised from the people, comes -_ 


to the use of the public, and to the benefit of 
the people; but the case is quite different as to 
the tax upon salt; it is impossible to raise the 
salt-duty without employing a great number of 
officers, they must all have salaries, besides the 
perquisites and gratuities which always have 
been, and always will be given to men in such 
offices : the honest part of mankind can never 
get common justice from them without paying 
the perquisite, and the fraudulent part of the 
nation will always purchase their connivance 
by large gratuities; thus a very large sum will 
be raised upon the people, and but a small part 
thereof will ever come to the use of the public, 
or to the benefit of the nation, This was for- 
merly the case of this duty upon salt; there 
was always a great difference betwixt the gress 
and neat produce thereof, and there never was 
any tax in this country that gave so much occa- 
sion to frauds and perjuries ; the tax is so much 
above the proper price of the commodity upon 


‘which itis raised, that it always was, and al- 


ways must be-a great temptation fur people 
to perjure themselves, and cheat the public. 

I am surprized, Sir, to hear any gentleman 
doubt of this duty upon Salt being heavy upon 
trade, and prejudicial to the manufactores of 
the nation. It is smeasy in this Case to come 
to particular instances, that I defy any man to 
pame one trade or manufacture that it is not 
prejudicial to. Can any man suppose it does 
not enhance the price of all provisions? and by 
enhancing the price of them it becomes a 
charge upon every manufacture in particular 5 
but upon our navigation it is insupportable ; 
every ship that sails from this kingdom must 
pay dearer fur her salt provisions, or must go 
to some other place to take them in: Do not 
we know, Sir, that many of our merchant-ships, 
for the several years Jast past, have gone to 
Ireland to take in the salt-provisions necessary 
for their intended voyage? If this tax had 
been discontinued for anynumber of years, they 
would probably have returned to victual in our 
own ports, as they always did before the laying 
on of this tax upon salt. Even the short time 
which it has been discontinued has shewn what 
disadvantage the reviving of it will be to the 
improvement of land.. Since the tax was taken 
off, several experiments have been made for the 
improvement of land by the means of salt, 
and they have all answered to admiration. 
The revival of this tax cannot therefore proceed 
from any compassion for the landed gentlemen, 
since we thereby prevent the improvement of 
their lands; and a very small improvement of 
the rent of an estate is worth a great deal more, 
than one year’s land-tax, at a shilling in the 
pound, will amount to even upon a very large 
estate. | 

But in the present case, Sir, we not only 
prevent the improvement -of land-estates, but 
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we really take as much from almost every 
landed gentleman in another way, as he saves 
by the diminution of the land-tax ; and at the 
game time we take so much from every one of 
-his tenants, as to disable them, or some of them 
at least from paying the same rent as they for- 
merly paid. In all well-regulated countries 
great care is taken, that the poor farmer shall 
not be overcharged. Where is there amore 
flourishing, or a Letter cultivated spot of ground 
in the world, than our neighbouring country 
Flanders? Yet what ravages, what desolations 
has that poor country suffered by contending 
armies? What is this to be ascribed to? Cer- 
tainly to that wise policy of the landlords, es- 
tablished as a law in that country, that when- 
ever any farmer suffered any loss in his farm, 
by the incampments and depredations of an 
army, he paid no rent for that year to his land- 
lord: by that he was enabled to support the 
loss, and repair the damages for the benefit of 
bis Jandlord as well as himself. Do we not 
see the effects of a contrary policy in Poland ? 
There, the poor tenants are racked and oppress- 
ed, and for that very reason one half of that 
country, which is naturally one of the most fer- 
tile in Europe, lies waste and uncultivated, 
This will always be the consequence, when a 
Jandlord charges his tenant for the sake of a 
small ease to himself. 

We have already, Sir, so many taxes, so 
| Many impositions: the price of every thing is 
thereby so much enhanced, that none of our 
manufactures can be sold in a foreign market 
so cheap as the same sort of manufactures are 
sold by our neighbours. To this qnly the great 
decay of our trade is to be imputed; and if it 
had not been for some natural advantages, it 
would have been before now entirely lost and 
gone, It wuuld have been happy for this na- 
tion, if they had always raised the supplies 
withia the year: we severely feel the effects of 
this error in politics committed by the genera- 
tion before us; and yet shall we with our eyes 
open go on in the same tract, and doubly load our 
Aap for a small present ease to ourselves? 

e are told that this tax is to continue but for 
three years; but I plainly see that it must be 
continued longer: by computation it is allowed, 
that 500,000/., may be raised by this tax in the 
space of two years and a half, from whence J 
foresee, that at the end of three years we shall 
be told, that there being half a year good in 
hand, the continuing it but for two years 
longer will raise such another sum. I do not 
doubt but that at the end of this three years, we 
shall be under a much greater necessity of rais- 
ing such a sum by extraordinary means, than we 
are at present ; at the end of five years it may be 
the same, and thus it may for ever continue. _ 

Even the landed gentlemen, if. they consider 
their own interest, never will desire to be eased 
as to the land tax, by laying on any other tax 
instead thereof. In such a case the landed 
gentlemen will always fing, that what they save 
by this ease as to the laud tax, is more than 


exhausted by what they pay out of their own: 


pockets, towards the tax laid on in its room; 
and at the same time the poor tenants and 
farmers are oppressed, and the trade of the 
country undone. Let us but suppose, that the 
sum of five millions were to be raised, and this 
I believe is as large a sum as the net produce 
of all our taxes will amouat to. If this sum 
were te be all raised by a land tax, it would 
amount to 10s. in the pound: this, indeed, 
would be a most grievous tax, but let any gen- 
tleman compute what he now pays, under the 
present method of taxation, towards the land 
tax, towards the malt tax, towards the window- 
lights, and to the advanced price of all the ne- 
cessaries and conveniences of life, which be 
either makes use of in his family or is obliged 
to call and pay for when he is abroad; ‘and I 
believe he will find, that in the year’s time it 
amounts to more than if he were to pay a land 
tax of 10s. in the pound, and at least to so 
much again upon the rest of the people. This, 
Sir, is the unavvidable censequence of our 
present method of taxation. The eharge is s0 
great, and the advantages taken by the mere 
chant and retailer are so extravagant, that one 
half at least of whut is raised upon the people 
never comes to the use of the public; and it is 
so far, Sir, from being laid out or expended for 
the benefit of the peuple, that it may some ume 
or another be turned towards the enslaving of 
them: from whence, Sir, I think it is as demon- 
strable as any proposition in Euclid, that if we 
actually paid a Land-tax of ten shillings in the 
pound, without paying any other cxcises or 
duties, our liberties and our properties would 
be much more secure, and every landed get 
tleman might live at least in as much plenty, 
and might make a better provision for his fa 
mily, than under val aes method of taxation. 
d shall conclude, Sir, with observing that as 
this tax falls most grievously upon the poor, 
and as they are by far the majority of the peo- 
ple, it must of consequence raise a general 
murmuring and discontent against the admin 
tration: by this the government, for their own 
security, will be obliged to keep up a numerous 
Standing Army: this will be a new ground of 
complaint among the people; and they will at 
last begin to think, that their liberties and their 
properties are really in danger; and I hope 
the people of this nation will always have cou- 
rage enough to dispute so sacred, so valuable a 
prize; but cursed must tbey be whose mea- 
sures shall occasion such a contest, 


Mr. Dundas spoke next ; 


Sir; We have heard a great deal of the inequa- 
lity of the Land-tax, and great complaints that, 
notwithstanding its being raised for the good 
of all, yet there were but a small part of the 
nation that contributed any thing thereto: I 
grant, Sir, that it is so far unequal; but thea 
as no man contributes but he that has an 
estate, it cannot be said that it is insupportable 
to any man; and it must be allowed, that the 
rest of the nation are quite free froin that bur- 
den; But this tax upon Salt 1s as unequal as 
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the other, for there are a great many gentle- 
mea in this nation, the greatest part of whose 
estates consists in Salt-works, and this tax 
there will be at least one sixth part, I may say 
one fourth part, of these estates taken from 
- them. The inequality therefore is as great 
with respect to this tax, as with respect to that 
upon Land; but no man, no person in the na- 
tion can be free from this tax upon Salt, it 
smust be burdensome apon all, and insupporta- 
ble to a great many., I have the less reason to 
be against the reviving of this Tax, because, by 
the Articles of the Union, that part of the 
country which I come from is to be free there- 
from, or at least from the greatest part thereof: 
nor can I think that the takiog off of a tax, for 
one year, which Scotland is by the Articles of 
the Union to be free from, and laying it on the 
very next year, will ever afford a pretence for 
the charging of the people of Scotland with the 
payment of such a tax; for then it would be 
easy to subject them to all those taxes and 
duties, which they are declared free from by 
_ the Articles of the Union. This, Sir, is my 


opinion, but I shall be very sorry ever to see. 


any thing brought into this House, that may 
possibly bring any one of the Articles of Union 
Into question, or so much as raise a doubt 
about the meaning and intention of any one 
of them: Explanations in that affair will al- 
were he dangerous, and every man who wishes 
well, either to his king or his country, will en- 
deavour as much as he can to avoid coming to 
any such. If there were no other reason, Sir, 
for my being against this duty upon Salt, this 
one is enough to me, that there appear to be 
several gentlemen in this House, who are of 
different sentiments from me, with respect to 
the meaning and intention of that Article of the 
Union, by which Scotland is declared free from 
the duties then payable upon Sait. I hope all 
the gentlemen of my own country, at least are 
in this point of the same sentiments with me, 
and consequently as they have very little to do 
m the present question, I hope they will at least 
withdraw, and not join in laying a tax upon 
their neighbours, which their own country is 
not to bear an equal share in. 

_ tis well known how many frauds and per- 
Juries were committed, during the time that 
there was a duty upon foreign Salt, and draw- 
backs allowed upon the exportation of fish 
cured therewith. How many ships were sent 
out with fish, pretended to be so cured, which 


never carried any to a foreign market? Do. 


not we know, that some ships have been enter- 
ed, or at least pretended to have been enter- 
ed, and the drawbacks for the cargoes of such 
pretended ships have been not only allowed, 
but paid, and yet it was afterwards discover- 
ed, that no such ship was ever built? One 
geutleman was obliged to fly bis country for 
such practices: It is true that be afterwards 
got a pardon, and soon after, a commission in 
the customs = How he came to deserve such 
favour and such preferment is more than I can 
tell; but Iam sure no man ever was, or will 
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be deterred from being guilty of such crimes, 
by the severity of the punishment he met with. 
The multitude of those frauds committed by 
the exporters, or pretended exporters of fish 
cured with foreign Salt, was so great, that the 
government was obliged at last to take the 
duty entirely off of foreign Salt; and every man 
was allowed to import duty-free, as much as 
was necessary for curing all the fish he export- 
ed to any foreign market; and’ what was the 
consequence? why, under this pretence of 
curing fish for a foreign market, a great deal of 
foreign Salt was imported publicly, and after- 
wards privately sold about the country for all 
the uses in life ; and it is well known, the pro- 
prietors cf Salt-works know it to their cost, that 
while the duty continued upon home-made 
Salt, there was none of it ever made use of in 


‘many parts of this island. If this tax be re- 


vived, the same frauds will be renewed; and 
frauds there wilj be, put it in what shape you 
will: If you revive the daty on foreign Sale, 
there will then be frauds as to the drawbacks ; 
if you revive the duty on home-made Salt, with 
out laying a duty on the importation of foreign 
Salt, then in several places of the country they 
will fall on some fradulent way or other of get- 
ting foreign Salt for all uses; whereby you will 
increase the national expence, and in a little 
time destroy most of yeur own Salt-works. 

The independency of this House has of late 
years been much talked of; I hope it will al- 
ways be independent: But I must say, Sir, that 
if a scheme had been laid down for making this 
House dependent upon the crown, a more easy, 
a more effectual, a more certain method could 
not have been contrived for the success of such 
a wicked scheme, than this of reviving the Salt- 
duty. By this duty there is so large a sum 
yearly raised, and so little brought to the pub- ~ 
lic account, that it may really be mest properly 
called a bribing us with ourown money. I am 
sure his Majesty never can think of such a 
scheme ; he has the interest uf the nation and 
the benefit of mankind too much at heart, to 
let any such schemes ever enter into bis 
thoughts; but every man is sensible, that a 
great number of officers, all named by the 


.crown, and removeable at the pleasure of the 


King, or of those in the administration, may 
have, if so applied, an influence upon the 
elections for members of parliament; and con- 
sidering the time that this duty is now laid on, 
that it is laid on for three years only, and that 
within that time there is to be, as it is hoped, 
a new choice of representatives, one who does 
not know his Majesty’s good and just intentions 
will be apt to suspect, that the laying on of 
such a tax at such a critical juncture, is with 
design to influence the approaching elections. 
I shall always be against any measure that may 
give the meanest of his Majesty’s subjects the 
least cause to suspect, that his Majesty ever 
had a design of making use of any such influ- 
ence. Iam convinced, he has no such design; 
I firmly believe he never will form any such de 

sign; but as much the greatest part of the 
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people live remote fcom court, and have no 
opportunity of knowing his Majesty’s real in- 
tentions, they may put wrong constructions 
wpon things; and therefore no man, who isa 
sincere lover of the present happy eostablish- 
ment, ought to agree to any measure, which is 
in its own nature liable to be misapprehended, 
and apt to raise jealousies and fears among his 
Majesty’s faithful subjects. 
Mr. Dundas having done speaking, 


Sir Robert Walpole spoke again : 


Sir, 

Though I had examined this affair with the 
utmost accuracy I was capable of: Though I 
was convinced that what I was to propose, was 
fer the public good, and for the relief of those 
who have been long oppressed ; yet I expected 
that the motion I was to make, would meet 
with opposition, either from those who have 
‘not so thoroughly considered this matter, or 
from those whose particular interest or pri- 
vate views lead them to be against it. How- 
ever, this difficulty and trouble which I fore- 
saw I was to encounter, did not, nor ever shall 
deter me from offering to this House what ‘I 
take to be for the good of my country, and for 
the relief uf thuse in distress. All public as- 
semblies must for ever be composed of persons 
who-have different ways of thinking, different 
interests, and different ends. Every tax that 
can be proposed will be objected to by some of 
those who are to pay for it; and the most un- 
equal tax will be approved of, and preferred to 
the most equal, by those who are to contribute 
nothing, or a very little thereto. The Journals 
of this House may afford us many examples of 
petitions presented, and a vigorous opposition 
made, against things that have in their own na- 
ture appeared to be an universal benefit to 
mankind. Those who live by the necessities 
of mankind, will for ever oppose what is pro- 
posed for their relief; from hence it is, that we 
always see great opposition made to all at- 
tempts fur improving the navigation of rivers, 
or of waste lands and commons; we are there- 
fore, Sir, never to conclude against the pub- 
lic benefit of any proposition, beeause we see 
it violently opposed. 

Envy and malice will often prompt men to 
Oppose what is apparently for their own im- 
mediate benefit, as well as for the benefit of 
their country. Every man, I believe, even in 
a sipleaes station of life, has enemies; but those 
who are in any public station have always a 
great many. Those who envy them, will always 
grudge them the glory of doing any thing for 
the public good, and will endeavour to defeat, 
or to give a wrong turn to whatever they pro- 
pose for the benefit of their country, or fur the 
ease of the people. Ido not believe that any 
gentleman in this House opposes what I have 
moved for from any such motives. I am per- 
suaded that the opposition made thereto pro- 
ceeds entirely from their mistaking the case be- 
fore us, and therefore I shall endeavour as 


shail think the pains I am at well bestowed, if 
Ican thereby convince any one gentleman of 
this House of the error he bas been in. 

The influence to be added to the power of 
the crown, by the addition of such a number 
of officers, as must be employed in the collect- 
ing of this revenue, is, I find, a nnghty objeo- 
tion against the reviving of this duty upon Salt 
I am sorry, Sir, to find that any gentleman 
should think sv meanly of his native country. 
Our liberties and our properties would indeed 
be in the most imminent danger, if an addition 
of 4 or 500 officers could add such a ternble 
influence to the power of the crown. Bat, 
Sir, we have the experience of above SO yean, 
to convince us of the unreasonableness of such 
apprehensions; and daring a great part of this 
time, the crown had, besides this number of 
Salt-officers,-a much more numerous army than 
it has et present; consequently the power of 
the crown must have been much greater than it 
can be made by what is now proposed, and yet 
it was never found to be too great; but on the 
contrary, the crown was always obliged to sue 
for, and to submit to the inclinations of the 
people. While the power of the crowr is pro- 
perly applied, and made use of only to defend 
the liberties and properties of the subject, the 
crown will always have the inclinations of the 
majority of the people in its favour. This is 
the natural and just influence which the crown 
ought to have, and I hope it will never have 
any other in thiskingdom. We know that the 
factious and disaffected have always exclaimed 
against the number of officers, and have aliedg- 
ed that the disappointments they met with 
in their opposition to the most just and most 
reasonable measures proposed by the court, 
een from the influence of such officers; 

ut it 1s evident, that the people of this nation 
never could be brought by such influence, to do 
any thing that was inconsistent with their hi- 
berties and privileges: And as there is no 
greater number of Officers now proposed, than 
what was before employed when this duty was 
subsisting, it cannot be presumed that this in- 
fluence will now be greater than it has been in ° 
times past. Do not therefore let imaginary 
fears and vain apprehensions deter us from 
giving a relief to the most distressed part of our 
fellow-subjects. 

Another bugbear raised against this duty on 
Salt is, that it is a sort of excise, and may be’ 
a precedent for introducing a general excise. 
I am persuaded that no man ever thought ot iu- 
troducing a General Excise into this country ; 
I can answer for myself that I never did; but 
because there is such a term as a General Ex- 
cise, because there may be such a thing in 
some Countries, shall we therefore admit of no 
particular excise, nor any duty upon any par- 
ticular commodity? We may as well say we 
will pay no tax, because in some countries that 
have the misfortune to be subject to arbitrary 
power, they are, oppressed with taxes, An 
Excise is only a word fors Tax raised in a dit- 


much as I cany to remove those mistakes, and | ferent manner; and if it be found by expe 
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rience, that our present method of raising our 
taxes is more burthensome upon our trade, and 
more inconvenient and expensive to the mer- 
chant, than the raising them by way of excise 
would be, I see no manner of reason why we 
should be frightened by these two. words, 
* General Excise,’ from changing the method of 
raising the taxes we now pay, and choosing 
that method which is most convenient for the 
trading part of the nation. The laying of an 
Excise upon one commodity, or upon one sort 
of provisions, can no more be a precedent for 
a General Excise, than my giving @ poor man 
haifa crown, can be a precedent for my giving 
hin my whole estate. We find that the me 
thod of raising taxes by way of Excise, is not 
absolutely inconsistent with liberty; we-find it 
1s the inethod by which most of the taxes are 
raised in Holland; and their method is reckon- 
ed inuch more preferabie to ours, by all those 
who understand eny thing of trade; yet no 
man can say but that the Dutch are a free 
people, and are as jealous of their liberties as 
any people ought in reason to be. 

There are at present no thoughts of convert- 
ing any duty into an excise; but if all or most 
part of our customs were converted into ex- 
cises, I am persuaded it would he beneficial to 
our commerce in general, and there is no great 
fear of its adding so much tothe Civil List ; for 
Notwithstanding the great clamours that have 
been raised upon that head, it appears, that 
from his Mnajesty’s accession, to the year 
1731, even including the sum of 115,000/. 
granted by parliament to make up the defi- 
ciency of the Civil List revenue, the produce of 
all those duties appropriated to the Civil List, 
has not in the whole amounted to 800,000l. 
per annum, which is the sum that has been 
Judged by parliament to be necessary for sup- 
porting the charge of his Majesty’s Civil List; 
so that if by the method of Excise these duties 
should produce a little more, and it is not to be 
presumed that they can produce a great deal 
more, they will only make up that sum which 
the parliament have thought themselves obliged 
10 qastice to make guod to his Majesty. 

must say, Sir, I am surprized at the proposal 
that has been made for laying this whole tax 
upon Salt made in Scotland; I am persuaded 
the gentlemen are not serious in what they pro- 
posed; I reckon it was made only to divert 
the principal question, and to oblige the gen- 
tlemen of that country to be against it, not be- 
cause they disapprove of it in the main, but for 
fear their country should be, by an after-reso- 
lution, charged with a duty which, by the arti- 
cles of the Union, they are declared free from 
forever. The Salt-duty, now proposed to be 


revived, was granted at two several times; one | 


was for but1s. per bushel, the other was for 2s. 4d. 
per bushel. At the time of making the Union, 
the Scots commissioners were willing that their 


PARL. HISTORY, 5 Groros Il. 1732.—for reviving the Salt Duty. 


(962 


they insisted upon their being free from it for . 
ever, which on our side was agreed to. The 
Act of the 9th and 10th of king‘ William 
had impused this duty of 2s. 4d. for ever, and 
therefore that article of the Union relating 
to this duty upon Salt was drawn up in these 
terms: * That the Scots shoutd be exempted, 
‘ for seven vears, froin all duties whatever on 
“home-inade Salt, after which they were to 
‘ pay the duties levied in England, with this 
‘ exception, and in these express words, ‘ That 
‘* Scotland shall, after the said seven years, re- 
*¢ main exempted from the duty of 2s. 4d. ime 
‘* posed on home-made Salt, by.an Act made 
‘in England in the 9th and 10th years of 
‘¢king William 8, of England.’’ Can there 
be any thing more express than this? By the 
Act therein mentioned, the duty was expressly - 
to continue to be levied in England for ever. 
Is it not therefore evident, that by the article 


‘of Union referring to that Act, the Scots are. 


for ever to be free from that duty? Shall we 
be so unjust, shall we be so ungenerous, as to 
make use of a down-right quirk in law to sub« 
ject those people to a duty, which by the apree- 
ment between us, they are for ever to be free 
from? This was the express stipulation be- 
tween the two nations at the time the Union 
was made. How captious then must it be to 
say, that the exemption can only bear a rela- 
tion to the duty imposed by that act, and can- 
not be claimed with respect to the same duty 
now to be imposed by anew Act? Ifsucha 
pretence were to be admitted, if taking off any 
duty imposed by former acts, under which the 
people of Scotland were intitled to an exemp- 
uion, and laying on the same duty again by a 
new act, were admitted of 28 an avoidance of 
their claim of exemption, of what force can 
any such article of agreement be? Have we it 
Not in our power.at this rate to defcat every 
exemption, which the Scots are intutled to hy 
the Union? For it is but repealing that act 
under which they claim an exemption, and 
then ino year or two afterwards imposing the 
sane duty by a new act. Thus the Scots 
might be at once suljected to those duties 
which they are not ‘able, which they ought not 
to bear. But would it be fair, would it be 
candid in us to make use of such a subterfuge, 
against a nation that bas trusted so much tu 
our honour, 

This tax cannot therefore be said to be un- 
equal, because Scotlund does not pay as much 
as is paid in England. The people in that 
country are to pay as muen as they onght to 
pay, and as much as we can in justice or equity 
demand ; nor does it signify whether the share 
they pav be sent up here or not: they have an 
equal right to be protected and defended ; the 
protecting and defending the people of that 
couutry is a part of the public charge: Itis a 
part of the national expence, and must be des 


country should after a certain term of years be | fraved out of the public revenue: and the ap- 
subject to the 1s. per bushel; but they declar- | plying the money raised in that country, to- 


ed that their people could not possibly afford 
% pay the additional 2, 4d.; and therefore 
Von. VILL 


wards the public expence in that country, is, 
the same ag if it were sent up to the Exchequer 


3 Q 
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here. We ought to-be the more careful of 
_ that part of the island, because we have found 
by experience, that there can be no invasion 
upon, nor any commotion among the people 
in that country, but what must soon come to 
affect ourselves, For our own safety then we 
are oblized to be at the charge of defending 
them, and consequently it can be no objection 
against any tax, that the produce thereof aris- 
ing in Scotland is applied te the answering of 
such a purpose. Nor is this tax unequal, be- 
' cause of the loss that the proprietors of salt 
works may sustain, for none of their estates 
can be thereby diminished. The tax is not 
paid by the maker, or by the seller, but by the 
consumer; and the charge comes to such a 
trifle upon every particular man, that it can- 
not be pretended that any man will consume 
less salt than he did before; if there were no 
euch tax, no man would make use of more salt 
than he had occasion for, and the tax makes 
so small an additional charge, that it will 
never oblige any man to make use of less, 

The great charge of raising this tax, has 
been made use of as a weighty arzument against 
it; but when we come to make a comparison 
_ between this and the land tax, the difference 
will be found to be but inconsiderable. If 
proper allowances are made, it will be found 
that the raising of this tax upon salt will not 
_ cost the government above 22,0001. per annum. 
The land tax we know costs the public, by 
parliamentary allowance and other necessary 
charges of management, at least 18,500/. per 
ann.; besides this, there is an oftice kept in com- 
mission on purpose for superintending it, which 
eosts above 4,000/. per annum more; so that 
the land tax really costs the public about 
18,0002. per annum. Thus the difference be- 
tween the charge of raising the salt tax, and 
that of raising the land tax, appears at last to 
be but 4,000; per annum, which is not half a 
farthing in a ycar to every person that is to 
contribute thereunto. Shall we then for the 
sake of saving this 4000¢. a year to this nation 
‘3m general, or this half-farthing to every par- 
ticular person; shall we, I'say, for this reason 
continue to oppress the landed gentlemen, con- 
trary to all equity and justice, and refuse to} 
approve of a measure by which they are to be 
relieved, without throwing any seasible charge 
mpon any one man in the nation? If the dif- 
ference were much higher than what it is, is it 
not with respect to the nation in general amply 
repaid by this, that in continuing the land tax 
at two shillings in the pound, the nation is vb- 
liged to raise the whole sum wanted within 
one year? whereas if the Isnd tax is put at 
one shilling in the pound, and ‘the salt tax 
laid on instead of the other shilling, the nation 
has three years to raise that sum, which other- 
waysis to be raised in one. Every-man in 
common hife, would rather chuse to have three 
years for the payment of a debt, than to he 
obliged to pay it in one: evcry man would be 
glad to pay something for such an indulvence, 
ead a great deal more in proporiion, than the 


difference of the charge in raising those two 
taxes can ever amount to. 

The great differencé, that always appeared 
between the gross and net produce of this duty, 
has been made use of as an argument to 
shew the great charge of collecting this reve- 
nue, and to convince us that there was always 
& great deal more raised from the people, than 
ever came to the benefit of the public; but 
this argument will quite vanish when the matter 
is set in a clear light; it will then appear, sbat 
those gentlemen are in a very great mistake: 
they have always called that the gross produce 
which never was any thing but the gross 
charge; these are two things of a very dil 
ferent nature, and therefore they never ought 
to be confounded by those, who have a mind 
to form a right judgment about any: branch of 
the revenue. We know that while this duty 
was subsisting, the gross charge was gene- 
rally reckoned, communibus annis, at sbout 
470,000/. per annum, but then there were 8 
great many articles charged to this branch, 
which never were really produced or paid to 
it, and consequently they never can be rec 
koned any part of its gross produce. I shall 
take notice of the most considerable of those 
articles, which were. charged and brought t 
the general account of this branch, without 
ever being produced or paid by any one person, 
and therefore it is certain that they never 
could be looked on as a charge or burthea 
upon the subjects of this nation. 

In former times, while this duty was subsists 
ing, we know that all sale was charged with 
duties when sold and delivered from the 
works, and consequently from that instant 
it became an article of the gross charge of this 
revenue; but then whatever salt was bought 
by any Person who had a mind to export the 
same, he paid no money for the duties then 
charged upon the salt he had bought, but en- 
tered into a bond to pay the duty, which bond 
was cancelled upon a debenture made cut, 
certifying the salt to have been exported. 


From hence it appears, that for all the salt 


that ever was exported, there never wss one 
farthing of money actually paid by the subject; 
and by the books it appears that this oné 
article alone at a medium, amounted (0 
120,000/. per annum. As no part of this sum 
was ever produced or paid by any person, 
therefore it cunnot be reckoned as a part 0 
the gross produce, though jt was always rec: 
koned as a part of the gross charge. 

Another considerable article arose from 
what was allowed for the fishery; for curers 
of fish paid no duty, neither did they give 
bonds for what salt they used in curing of fisb; 


‘but the quantities, which they took up for that 


purpose, were all entered in the accounts of 
the office, as a part of the gross charge of this 
duty, and were all discharged upon due proof 
given, that the salt had been used in curing of 
fish; and this article amounted at a medium 
to 51,0002. per annum, which is likewise to Le 
deducted from the gross charge. 
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 Rock-salt was charged with the duty at the 
pits, and a great deal of this rock-salt was after- 
wards melted down, and made into white salt, 
which was also charged with the duty, and both 
these duties were charged in the accounts of the 
office; but the refiner or maker had an allow- 
ance for so many bushelsof rock-salt, for which 
the duty had been charged, as he had melted 
down and made use of in making white salt. 
This article generally amounted to about 36,0001. 
per annum, and is to be deducted from the 
gross ae / 

It is well known that the whole sums, payable 
for duties, were always charged in the books of 
the office ; and yet there was always a discount 
for prompt- payment allowed, which amounted 
to about -20,000/. yearly; and besides this, 
there was another allowance fur waste on salt 
carried coastwise, which one year with another 
came to 11,000/. per annum. There was like- 
wise an allowance for salt lost at sea, and an 
allowance or a drawback upon salt-beef and 
pork exported, both which amounted to 1,650/. 
per annum. All these sums added together 
amounted to 239,650l. and as they never were 
raised upon the subject, or if raised were always 
returned, therefore they must all he deducted 
from the gross charge, and the remaining sum 
only, being 230,3504. is to be reckoned the 
gross produce. From which if we deduct the 
charges of management, viz. 25,0001, there re- 
mains 205,350/. which is the nett produce. And 
if from this we deduct the bounties paid anoual- 
ly to the exporters of fish, and which must be 
pad whether we revive this tax or not, these 

ounties amounting vearly to the sum of 19,0001. 
the remaining sum will then be the nett sum 


to be paid into the exchequer, viz. 186,350/. on- 


the credit of which 500,000/. is now proposed 
to be raised. 

By this short abstract of the account, it will, 
I thiok, Sir, most evidently appear, that there 
Is nothing in that argument so much insisted on, 
that there is a great deal more raised upon the 
people than ever can come to the benefit of the 
public. There is no evading of facts, and upon 
the most exact examination of them it appears, 
that every shilling that is actaally raised from 
the people, comes to the use of the public, ex- 
cept this sum of 25,000/. per annum, allowed 
for the management ofthis revenue. And even 
this 25,0001. is all to be given to our own peo- 
ple; many families may be thereby maintained 
who would otherwise be a burthen upon their 
country; and thus the greatest part even of 
that sum will come to be useful to the nation 
in general, and may therefore be properly said 
to come to the benefit of the public. 

Great complaints have been made, and a 
great clamour rnised, that this tax will always 
give great occasion to frauds and perjuries. 1 
am persuaded, Sir, that no excise whatever 18 
attended with fewer frauds in the management 
than this tax now under our consideration. 
What is generally presumed to give occasion to 
frauds and perjuries in all methods of taxation, 


ws, when great sums of money are to be paid by 
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the subject, and returned to them again upon 
certain events. Let any man but examine the 
articles of the gross charge of this revenue, he 
will find, that there is no money paid and re- 
turned. In all those articles by which the gross 
amouot is made to exceed the gross 
produce, the accounts of the offite are carried 
on by way of debtor and creditor; there is 
hardly ever any money paid by the subject, 
that is to be returned either to him or to any 
other upon any event whatsoever; we must 
therefore conclude, that in the method by which 
this tax was formerly, and is now again pro- 
posed to be raised, there can be nuthing to 
tempt the avarice, or to encourage the frauds 
of knavish dealers. 

I shall now, Sir, examine some of those par- 
ticular objections that havé been made to this 
tax. The only one tbat I think has any ap- 
pearance of reason in it, is, that with respect to 
the navigation of Great Britain, it is pretended 
that it will be a great burthen upon the victual- 
ling of our ships: but unluckily it bappens, 
that the navigation of Great Britain never 
flourished more than it did under the payment 
of this tax. In a course of five and thirty years 
that this tax continued, ic cannot be said, that 
ever our shipping or our navigation suffered ia 
the least ; ou the contrary, there is not, I bee 
lieve, any such term in all our history, in which 
the number of our seamen, and the number 
and tonnage of our ships increased so much as 
it did in that time, This is of itselfa clear proof 
that this tax can be no discouragement to our 


navigation. But in fact it is plain, that the: 


additional expence occasioned by this duty is 
such a mere trifle, that it never can be any 


burthen ; by accounts frem the victuulling-of- 


fice it appears, that the charge for 10,000 men 
in the service of his Majesty’s i: vv, was ata 
medium but 2,600/. per annum extraordinar 

expence, occasioned by the duty on salt, which 
is no more than five shillings per man; su that 
if we reckon 30,000 men employed in the navi- 
gation carried on by the merchants of Great 
Britain, the duty on the whole consumption of 
salt in that service will not exceed 7,800/. per 
annum, and surely no man will imagine this to 
be a grievous and an insupportable load upon 
the whole navigation of Great Britain. Bue 
those that knuw any thing of the merchant 
service can testify, that salt-provisions are not 
the only victualling made use of in that ser- 
vice. Their ships are often in some port or 
another, and then the sailors live mostly upon 
fresh provisions ; even when they are at sea, i 

is well known that the greatest part of their fod 
consists of dried fish, fresh fish catched at sea, 
flower, rice, and othersuch provisions. Aboard 
of merchant ships they never consume near so 
much salt-provisions, in proportion to the nume 
ber of their hands, as they do aboard any of his 
Majesty’s ships of war. And our merchant- 
ships which trade to Ireland or to the planta- 
tions, generally take in their salt-provisions in 
one of those two places, because of the cheap- 
ness of meat in those countries; so that the 
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expence brought upon our navigation by this 
tax, especialiy in the merchant service, will at 
last be reduced to such a trifle, that it will be- 
come altogether insensible. And as to the ex- 
portation of salt-provisions this duty can never 
the any discouragement to such atrade, because 
the exporters\are allowed a drawback in lieu of 
the duty they have paid. 

If salt be of so great a benefit as has been re- 
presented in the manuring of lands, it is certain 
that foul salt may do as well for that purpose 
as any other salt whatever, and any quantity 
of such sale may be had gratis for carrying it 
off frum the pits; no duty was -ever paid or 
charged for such sult; the person who took it 
away to manure his land, having an officer with 
him, was always intitled to use it duty free; if 
the tax be revived it will still be the same, and 
consequently the duty can never be a hin- 
drance to the improvement of our lands, since 
the only salt that is proper for that purpose is 
always to be had duty-free. And as to the 
farmers and graziers of Great Britain, this 
duty can never be any great charge upon them; 
whatever salt they use in making up any goods 
for the ma:ket, is paid for at the market by the 
buyer, and su comes at last to tall where all 
duties ought to tall, upon the consumer. In 
their own families there is but very litue salt 
consumed, and therefore the duty cannot fall 
heavily upon them. If upon computation it 
be found, that the duty costs but five shillings 
@ head at sea, it cannot cost above half that 
eum at land, even if we were to suppose that 
there were as much salt provisions made use of 
at land asat sea ; because we know that there 
is not half the quantity of salt made use of in 
¢uring provisions fur the land, as in curing 

rovisions for the sea-service: But we know 
¢hat for more than hajf the year, the country 
people live entirely spon the produce of the 
ae. and the garden, and even fur tbe other 

alfof the year, they live more upon cabbage, 
roots and such things, than upou salt meat, 
consequently we cannot reckon that this duty 
will stand the farmer in aboveone shilling 
ahead for those persons that hve in his fa- 
golly. It isindecd impossible that it can cost so 
muuch; we may modestly reckon that the 
whole peoy-e of En l-nd amo ut to at least 
8,000,000 of persons; every one of whom con- 
tributes his share to ihis duty; if then, Sir, the 
sum raised, which is £30,350. be distributed 
among 8,000,0U0 of pe-suns, it will vot amount 
to 7d. aman; wad if from thence we deduct 
the 19.0002. whicn tne pe-ple of England ure 
ohliged to pay, whether this tax be revived or 
not, we must conclude that no person in Eng- 
land contributes more than 6d. thereto, for his 
gwn personal consumption. He that keeps a 
great many persens in his fauuly, must indeed 
pay for eaca of thei, Lut whcever does so 
must eiiber havea good estate or a good trade, 
and conseijuently aay very well afford to pay ; 


“and this. Sir, is tne excellency of the salt-tax, 


that every nian is thereby obliged to contri- 
bute to the public charge, according to his con- 
mele , 


dition in lite, For I think that no man will 
say but that he who has a good trade, or agreag 
deal of money out at interest, ought to con- 
tribute as much to the defence of property, ay 
he that has a land estate that brings io ng 
greater yearly revenue. 

I hope, Sir, I have now made it appear to the 
conviction of every man that hears me, tbat 
the sult duty is no burthen upon the people of 
England, or wpon any part of them; that 
can be no hindrance to the improvement of 
our land estates, nor any prejudice to our trade 
or navigation ; and it 1s, | may say, sell eve 
dent, that it is a more just, 8 more equal and § 
better proportioned tax, than any tbat is raised, 
or cau be contrived to be raised upon the people 
of this nation. The land-tax upon the other 
hand is the most unequal, the most grievous, 
and the most oppressive tax that ever was 
raised in this country ; it is a tax which never 
ought to be raised but in times of the most ex- 
treme necessity. The best judges, the truest 
patriots in all countries, have been of opinica 
that of all taxes that upon imwoveable goods, 
that upon lands and houses ought to be the 
last resource. In sucha case there are but 
few of the people that contribute to the public 
expence, and even among those few there 
always be a great partiality as to the value tbat 
is put upon men’ estates. This we are very 
sensible of in England ; there are some land 
gentlemen that pay a land tax equal to the ful 
value of their estates, while others do not pay 
equal to a third part of the real value; uid 
generally those gentlemen, who suffer most by 
this partiality, are those whose ancestors sere 
a sort of knight-errants for the Revolution. 
They gloried in that bappy event, they thought 
themselves in honour and justice oblized (0 
pay their equal share for the support of sa 
glorious a cause, in proportion to the real value 
af the estates they possessed ; and therelure 
they gave them in at the full value. This was 
justice, this was a laudable zeal for the hap- 
piness of the nation, and for the liberties 1° 
priviteges of the people; but their poster? 
suffered severely for it; and as they always 
will be the greatest sufferers by every Jand (ax, 
ought not the merit and the honest zeal of thei 
forefathers to plead strongly for their reliel, # 
least with all those who are friends to our pr 
sent happy establishment ? of 

To pretend, Sir, that the taking off a shilling 
in the pound of the Land-Tax, and raisiog the 
Salt-Tax in the room thercof, will be 00 0 
to most, or to any of the landed gentlemen? 
England, appears to me to be really 8 sort? 
paradox. I believe there are few landed 
yentlemen in England, whose estates do sot 
amount to 100/, per annum: I am sure 
the landed yentlemen of such estates, OF of any 
land estate from 1001. to 1,000/, per auaums 
nre the greatest objects of compassion, 8 
deserve must the consideration of this Housts 
because those, who bave less tban 100/, a yes 
in land, are generally either farmers or grazers 


or have. some others business as a belp lor 
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support of their families. A gentleman then 
of 100/. a year in land, if bis estate be rated 
at the full value, saves 5/. a year by the abate- 
ment of 1s. in the Land-Tax: Let us see if 
it be possible that this can again be drawao 
from bim by the salt-duty. I believe it will 
easily be granted me, that no man, of 1001. a 
year and no more, land-estate, without apy 
otber business, keeps sixteen in family; but 
supposing he does, yet at 6d. ahead the salt- 
duty cannot amount to more in the whole 
three years than 24s. How then is it possible 
to pretend that this is not a relief to such a 
gentleman? To pay but 24s. in three years, 
and at a thousand, [ may say, different pay- 
ments, is surely better, and much less grievous, 
than to be obliged ta pay 5/. in one year, and 
at most at two payments. But suppose that 
such a man’s estate is rated at the lowest 
value, that any lands in England are pre- 
sumed to be rated at; suppose such an estate to 
be rated but at one third of the full value, yet 
still by an abatement of 1s. in the pound Land- 
Tax, he saves above 33s. and therefore such an 
abatement must be a relief even to such a wan, 
of at least 9s. besides the advantage he has of 
having a much longer time to pay a less sum. 
Thus we see that what is now proposed must 
be a very great relief to those, who are op- 
pressed with mortgayes and rent-charges, and 
must be some relief to every landed gentle- 
mao in the kingdom, who has nothing but the 
rents of his estate to depend upon, for the 
support of his family, aud providing for his 
cbildrea. 7 

If there were any danger, Sir, that the re- 
viving of this tax would occasion murmurings 
among the puople, I should be as much against 
it as any man in this Llouse; but the tax is in 
its own nature so equal, and paid by sucha 
vast multitude of peuple, and at s0 many 
different payments, that it becomes quite in- 
sensible to every particular man, We know 
by. experience. that during the long time it 
was paid by the people, 1 never occasioned 
the least uneasiness, and we find that the re- 
missiun of it gave no ease; it occasioned uo 
joy among the people, nor were there any good 
effects of it felt, either as to the lowering the 
price of goods or provisions at market, as to 
the raising the value of lands, or as to the re- 
ducing the wages commonly given to journey- 
men and day-labourers. Those therefure who 
have a regard to the terest of his Majesty, or 
to the ease and quiet of the kingdom, cannot 
make the least scruple in preferring, a tax that 
as felt by no inan, to a tax that is insupportable 
to a great many of those that are obliged to 
contribute thereto. Such a measure can breed 
nO BEw. evemies to our present happy establisl- 
ment, but toust convert a great many of the 
old, aad insure the affections of the most con- 
siderable purt of his Majesty’s subjects. 

In this, Sir, as well as in all the other mo- 
tions, which I have ever had the honour to 
make to this House, I have always acted accord- 


ing to my own judgment for the good af my 
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country, and therefore, Sir, I have no reason ta 
be afraid of the curses and imprecations of 
any man. I do not think it altogether parlia- 
mentary to use any such expressions in thig. 
House ; every man ought incommon charity tq 
be presumed to act according to what he thinks 
best, and most conducive tu the interest and 
happiness of his country. I have always dong 
so, and while I continue to do so, I shall 
despise any autcries that may be groundlessl 
raised against me, Or against any I 
propose. 
a conclude, Sir, the only thing I had in 
view was, to propose what I thought the most 
easy and the most convenient method of re- 
lieving the landed gentlemen, im part at least of 
that tax which has so long lain heavy upon - 
them, and upon them only;. I am convinced 
that every gentleman in this House will agree 
with me in this, that.a land-tax, even of twa 
Shillings in the pound, is a most grievous tax 
upon all the landed-gentlemen in the kingdom, 
more especially upon those, whose estates are 
charged with heavy mortgages or large anaul- 
ties; and I think I have clearly shewn, that 
the duty upon salt is no way incousistent. with 
our Constitution, is no way burtiiensoume either 
upon our navigution or our trade, aud I am 
sure it cannot with any appearance of reason 
be said to be grievous upon any particular man, 
or upon any set of mea within the donnniong 
of Great Britain. Let us then, for God’s sake, 
gentlemen, have some cuusideration for the 
treeholders, who have suffered so much for 
many years; let us have seme compassion for 
those gentlemen, whose cstates are deeply 
charged with mortgages and auuyities, occas 
sioned by the heavy land-taxes which thew 
foretathers, bave been obliged to pay. | It is 
but reasonable that the creditor shoud contri- 
bute to the public expence as well as hig 
debtor; and the most proper method for 
effectuating so just a design 1s, in my opinion, 
the reviving the duty upou salt. If any gentle- 
man can propose a better, I shall most heartily 


join with bim, and whoever thinks he cannot, 


will, I hope, agree to what { havepro;osed. 
Mr. William Pulteney replied as follows : 


Sir: From what bis Majesty was graciously 
pleased to tell us trom the throne at the begin- 
ning of this session, I did indecd expect, I be- 
lieve the whole people of England with me did 
expect that we were to receive some ease 4S to 
our taxes; some real, sume effectual ease was, 
expected, end was with reason expected. How 
are these expectations of the poor people to be 
answered? By the proposition now made, a 
part, by much the greatest part of them, are to 
be subjected to a new tax, and the remaining 
put are to be indeed free of part of an old tax,, 

ut instead thereuf they are to pay a vew tax, 
which will be equaily grievous to ost of them, 
at the same time that it is glicvoys to every 
other person in the nation. ‘This, Sir, is the 
relief that the people of Englaud are, by the. 
proposition now made, to meet with from the, 
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establishment of a profound tranquillity both 
abroad and at hoine. 

Every gentleman in this House must remem- 
ber, how this tax upon salt came to be taken off. 
Only two years ayo his Majesty was pleased to 
open the session with a most gracious Speech, 
tn which he expressed a compassionate concern 
for the hardships of the poor artificers and ma- 
nufacturers; from whence we must conclude, 
that his Majesty's opinion then was, that that 
sort of people laboured under the greatest hard- 
ships, and were the first who ought to be re- 
heved. The circumstances of the nation are 
not much altered since that time; the landed 
gentlemen are not, I hope, grown very much 
poorer, or less able to bear burtheus ; lie poor 
artificers and manufacturers, are not, I am sure, 

rown richer; and therefore I must think, that 

is Majesty has not altered his opinion, what- 
ever some gentlemen in this House may have 
done: It is certain some of them have, because 
at that time there was not so much as one man 
in this House that differed in opinion from his 
Majesty. Every man agreed that the poor 
artificers and manufacturers were the first, who 
ought to meet with relief from the happy situa- 
tion of our affairs ; the only difference was as to 
the inanner of giving them relief, and even that 
did not bear a question; this tax upon salt was 
then thought too grievous upon the trade, the 
manufactures, and the poor of this nation, that 
at was given up even by the right honourable 
gentleman who has now made the motion for 
reviving it. I wish he had given us some reason 
for his being now of a different opinion, from 
what he was of at that time; for it must pro- 
ceed from some fact, or from some circum- 
stance that haseither happened since that time, 
or is soon to happen. If he foresees any extra- 
ordinary event, I wish he had been so good as 
to communicate it; for my part, | can see none 
that can possibly induce me to change my opi- 
nion; but on the contraiy, I foresee many for 
confirming me in the sane sentiments I was 
then of, and which I think ought to confirm 
every man who considers the consequences of 
things, and has a stronger regard for the liber- 
ties of his country, and the happiness of 
posterity, than he has for his own immediate 
interest. ; 

Iam very ready to believe, that every man 
acts from the justest motive, and from a sincere 
and hearty regard for the interest of his country, 
and for the happiness of his fellow-subjects; 
but as the true motives of a man’s acting or 
speaking cannot be with any certainty discover- 
ed by another, therefore we are to regard only 
what he does or says. A maa may act ho- 
nestly, may argue justly from very bad motives; 
and on the other hand we know, that many 
wrong actions and foolish arguments have pro- 
ceeded from motives, that were in themselves 
pate and good. Let us then in charity be- 

leve, that whoever differs from us in a mistake, 

and that whoever agrees with us, acts from the 
same good motives we do ourselves: then we 
shail examine each other’s arguments-with can- 
dour; then is truth most likely to prevail, 


Let us not confound the matter in hand, and 
believe that the question now before us, is, 
whether or no a relief ought to be granted to 
the landed interest: That 1s no way at present 
the question 10 debate. By the resolutions of 
this House upon the supply, there is 500,000/. 
to be raised for the current service of the year; 
the raising of “this sum we have already made 
necessary ; our resolution is not to be recalled. 
We are now in’a committee of ways and means, 
and the only question before us, 1s, whether we 
are to raise this sum of 500,0002. by laying a 
shilling apon land, or by reviving the duty upon 
salt. Neitber of them can be a relief tu the 
landed gentlemen; upon the contrary both 
must be burthensome tothem. But the one or 
the other we have made necessary, and there- 
fore the only question now before us is, b 
which of these ways we shall raise this 500,000/, 

This being then the true state of the ques- 
tion, we are to consider which of these methods 
will be most convenient for the nation in gene- 
ral, and that we are to choose without any res 
pect to who is, or who is not to contribute 
thereto ; for we are never to do any injury to 
our country for the sake of any private man, or 
of any particular set of nen. The thoughts of 
raising a general excise, I find, have been dis- 
claimed by every gentleman, who has spoke in 
this debate ; I hope this nation will never bein 
such slavish circumstances, as that any man 
dare openly avow such a design; but I wish 
that every gentleman that bas talked upon this 
subject, had explained to us what he meant by 
a general excise ; for if any gentleman thereby 
means, that the people are to pay excises upon 
every thing they use either far food or raiment, 
be will find that there is no such general excise 
in the most arbitrary, the most slavish country 
upon earth. I believe there isno country under 
the sun, where the people pay an excise for 
the water they drink, and yet in some countries 
it will be allowed that there are such things as 
general excises. I therefore take it, that the 
proper meaning of a general excise relates not 
to the things upon which it is raised, but to the 
persons from whom: and every excise is a ge- 
neral excise, if the whole body of the people, 
the poor, the needy, the most wretched, are 
obliged to contribute thereto, If this be the 
meaning of a General Excise, the Excise now 
proposed to be raised upon the people of this 
nation, is as general as sny one that cao be, or 
ever was invented under the most absolute 
tyranny. And if this be granted, and tamely 
submitted to by the people, it may be an en- 
couragement to ambitious aud wicked ministers. 
in future times, to proceed a step farther, and 
lay another Excise upon some other commo- 
dity used by the generality of the people; that 
again will give encouragement to @ third at- 
tempt, and so on, till at last the people of this 
country be subjected, as well as some of our 
neighbours, to a General Excise in the most 
extensive sense; that is, an Excise upon every 
pereon, and upon almost every thing, that cap 
be converted tothe use of mady 
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Such a General Excise was never established 
at once in any country, it has every where been 
introduced by degrees; and in all the countries 
where such an excise has been established, we 
may generally obsesve, that the first step made 
towards it was, the introducing this very excise 
now proposed to be laid upon the people of 
this nation. When we were involved jn a 
heavy and expensive war, when we were fight- 
ing for every thing that was near and dear to 
us, when our land tax was at four shillings in 
the pound, when every thing we could think of 
was loaded with duties and customs, it was 


_ then a sort of necessity upon us to submit to 


-” 


- tax-gatherers we had before among us. 


‘such an excise; but if we agree to it now, 


during a time of profound peace, and when no 
necessity calls for our submission, will it not 
then be a precedent for every excise that in 
future times may or can be invented? Anda 
few more excises would, I fear, render our li- 
berties precarious, and entirely dependent upon 
the good-will and pleasure of those, who shall 
happen to be intrusted with the chief power of 
collecting the public revenue. The giving a 
man half a crown is indeed no precedent for 
my giving him my whole estate; but if I re- 
peat my generosity too often, and continue it 
too long, I may happen to put it in bis power 
to take the residue from me, whether I. will or 
no, and in such case, I am afraid, it would be 
too late to alledge, that the one is no precedent 
for the other; for if by my simplicity I reduce 
myself to such circumstances, F must submit 
to whatever he may be pleased to call a good 
precedent. I hope no project will ever be set 
on foot, for converting any of our present taxes 
or customs into excises ; but if ever such a pro- 
ject be set on foot, I shall then, I believe, be 
eble to shew, that no Dutch custom can in 
that respect be a good rule for us. The nature 
of their government, the situation and con- 
dition of their country, and the nature of the 
eommerce carried on by them, is so vastly dif- 
ferent from ours, that what may be safe and 
easy in one country, may be grievous to the 
people, and inconsistent with the liberties of the 
other. 

I am very far from thinking, that four or five 


~ bundred officers at the disposal of the crown, 


can at any time be of dangerous consequence 
to the freedom of elections, or to the liberties 
of the people; but I cannot be persuaded, that 
I think meanly of my country, when I declare 
that lam jealous of such a number ns seven 
or eight hundred, added to a vast multitude of 
When 
the balance of power comes near to its just 
equilibrium, a small weight thrown into either 
scale oversets the balance, and the equilibrium 
can never. be re-established without agreat deal 
of danger and trouble. It is certain, that a 
multitude of officers at the beck of an admi- 
Distration, and spread over all the counties, 
Cities, and boroughs of the kingdom, may have 
@ vast influence at all elections; and if ever 
they should happen to receive orders fore that 
purpose, we may judge what use they will 
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make of the influence they may have: I be- 
lieve it will be generally agreed, that if ever 
we should have an administration wicked 
enough to make use of such an influence, it 
will not be converted towards the preservation — 
of the liberties of the people. The character 
of those great patriots, who first contrived this 
duty, was no argument-for the continuance of — 
it, much less is it an argument for the reviving 
it. They did not out of wantonness contrive 
such a duty; they were constrained by a fatal 
necessity, to lay.it upon the nation at that 
time. ‘They made no bad use of it, but we 
are not from thence to infer, that no bad use 
will ever be made of it: From our own history. 
wé may be informed, that a very bad use has 
been made of several things, which for many 
years after the first institution had never been 
converted to any unlawful purposes. Where- 
ever there is any such danger to be feared, we 
ought not willingly, we ought not presump- 
tuously .to expose ourselves thereunto. Such 
evils may be easily avoided, but are not easily 
removed. One of the chief reasons urged for 
the abolishing of this duty, was, the number of 
officers employed in the collecting thereof, such 
a ttumber of officers was then said to be in- 
consistent with the liberties of a free people. 
This argument was then made use of, and was 
then adinitted to be a good argument; how it 
comes now to be such a trifling one, I cannot 
apprehend. But if it is nut now admitted as | 
a sufficient argument against the reviving of 
this duty for three years, I much suspect, that 
at the end of this term of three eae neither 
this argument, nor any other, will have weight 
énough to prevent the continuing of it for a 
much longer term. 2 is 

I must say, Sir, that I am astonished to hear 
any man who has ever read the Articles of 
Union, or is in the least acquainted with the 
transactions of those times, pretend that the 
people of Scotland are any way intitled to an 
exemption from the salt-duty, or from any part. 
of it, when it isto be laid en for the current 
service of the year. It is very well known, 
that it was laid down by the commissioners of | 
both kingdoms, as the basis and foundation of 
the Union, ‘ That there shall be an equality of 
“ excises, customs, and all other taxes through- 
‘out the united kingdoms.’ There was at that 
time uo thought of establishing any proportion 
to be raised in Scotland, with respect to any 
tax orexcise then raised, or thereafter to be 
raised in England, except only as to the Jand- 
tax. There was before the Union a iand-tax 
raised in Scotland as well as in England; but 
in the two kingdoms it was raised in a different 
manner. In Scotland it was laid on, andlevyed 
by way of so many months assessments: In 
England it was laid on and levyed by way of 
so many shillings in the pound; and therefore 
it became necessary to consider the proportion — 
between a month's assessmentin Scotland, and 
a shilling in the pound in England; and the 
proportion was established at the rate of two 
mouths assessment in Scotland, for every shile. 
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ling in the pound, that was thereafter to be 
raised in England. Thus the settling a pro- 
portion as to this tax was necessary ; but as to 
the other taxes, especially the tax apon salt, 
there was no sach necessity, and therefore it 
was never so much as thonght of. 

But, Sir, many of the taxes then levied in 
England, being mortgaged for the payment of 
debts contracted by England before the Union ; 
it was therefore agreed, that the Scots should 
either be free from the payment of such taxes, 
er shoald have an equivalent for that part of 
the debts of England, which they were tu pay, 
by their being made subject to any taxes so 
pre-engaged: And this tax of 2s. 4d.on home 
made salt, was one of those taxes that was 
mortgaged for the payment of a part of the 
debts of England, therefore the Scots were to 
be free from it, or to have an equivalent for it : 
And the Scots commissioners at that time most 
reasonably judged this tax to be so grievous 
wpon the people that they chose rather that 
their country should be free from it, than to 
take an equivalent and be liable to it. Even 
by the commissioners for both kingdoms, this 
tax was then thought to besuch a grievous tax, 
that it was presumed the parliament of Great 
Britain would certainly take it off, and sub- 
stitute some more reasonable tax in its room ; 
in which case, Scotland was to te subject to 
such tax soto he substituted ; but it was stipu- 
lated and agreed, that in such case, they should 
have an equivalent proportioned to this new 
tax, to which they were to become subject; 
from all which it evidently appears, that the 
only reason for their having been declared free 
from the pnyment of this 2s.4d. upon salt was, 
because it had been mortgaged for the pay- 
ment of a debt contracted in England before 
the union, and not comprehended in the ac- 
count of those debts which Scotland was to 
pay a part of, so that they received no equiva- 
ent for it: But though this duty had never 
Leen abolished, yet in case the debt for which 
it was mortgaged had becn paid by us, or 
otherwise provided for by a new tax, and thus 
tax of 2s.4d. upon salt continued, and con- 
verted either to the current service of the vear, 
orto the pnyment of a debt contracte! since 
the union, Scotland could not surely pretend 
to an exemption, either from the new tax, or 
from the payment of this 2s. 4d. upor salt, 
after its being soconverted ; the most that they 
could in such case have pretended to, would 
have been an equivalent for the new tax they 
had thereby become subject to. 

*Tis true, Sir, that act of the 9th and 10th of 
king William, by which this duty of 2s. 4d. 
upon salt was established, bas that ternble 
word § For ever’ in the body of it. It 13 indeed 
a terrible word, when it is annexed to suciia 
grievous tax, It is a word that I am sorry mv 
country has so much reason to be acquainted 
with: Bue that dreadful word, even by the act 
itself, is confined; it is confined to the pav- 
ment of that debt, for which this tax was then 
appointed; and since that debt ie uow otlier- 


wise provided for, it is, with respect to this 
duty, to be looked on as paid, and the cundi- 
tional perpetuity in that act, meant by the 
word ‘ For ever,’ is now at an end. Ft 1s im- 
possible therefore to presume, that if the Scots 
Commissioners had ever meant, that their 
country should have an absolute perpetuity, 
with respect to the exempuon from this salt 
duty, they would have referred to this act, by 
which a conditional perpetuity was only estab- 
lished. But the transaction was honest and 
fair, and the words are plain to every man, that 
has a mind to comprehend them: The Scots 
Commissioners hud a mind that their country 
should be free from the payment of any part of 
that debt for which this duty was appointed ; 
and therefore it was agreed, that while this 
duty remained appropriated to the payment of 
that debt, their country should be for ever free 
from it: But it was never so much as intended 
by either party, that their country should be 
free therefrom, in case it should, after the pay- 
ment of this old debt of England, be converted 
to the use and benefit of the two United King- 
doins in general. : 

It being thus evident, Sir, that the people 
of Scotland have now no title, by the Articles 
of Union, to an exemption from the payment 
of this 2s. 4d. upon salt, the only question 
then is, whether we ought out of compassion to 
indulge them with such an exemption, because 
the poor people of that country are not able to 
pay it: I really think, Sir, we ought to have so 
much compassion for the people of that coan- 
try; but then 1 hope it will be allowed me, 
that we ought to have an equal compassion for 
the poor neople of England: journevmen and 
dvy labourers, who have no stock, no property, 
are equa'ly poor in all countries; they have no- 
thiug but what they work for from day to day; 
and if it be said, that the poor people tn Eng- 
land are able to pay this duty, because they 
have high wages, it is an unanswerable argu-. 
ment against the tax in general. It is now an 
universal complaint in this country, that the 
hich wages given to workmen is the chief cause 


of the decay of our trade and manufactures ; 


our business then is, to take all the measures 
we can think of, to enable our workmen to 
work for less wages than they do at present; 
and therefore it must be contrary to good po- 
licy to lay on a tax, which it is granted would 
be insupportable to the poor, if it were not for 
the high wages they have; for the laying «on of 
such a tax must make the continuance of such 
high wages absolutely necessary, and the con- 
tinuance of them will certainly bring the na- 
tion to poverty and distress. ; 

I must say, Sir, that the reasoning of some 
gentlemen upon the subject in hand appears to 
me a little inconsistent: This salt duty, say 
they, with respect to England, is a trax altage- 
ther insensible; with respect to Scotland, it isa 
tax that is altogether insupportable: In Eng- 
iond, the tax is raised upon sucb a erent malu- 
tude of people, and at so many di‘ferent pay- 
ments, that no man can feel what be pays; 
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. Scotiand, though it be raised upon the same 
multitude of peuple, and at the same different 
payments, yet if the whole were laid upon the 
people of that country, every poor man would 
not only feel what he paid, but would be utterly 
incapable to comply with the payments re- 
quired: In England, it can raise no grumblings, 
no murmurings, nor any complaint among the 

eople: In Scotland, it would raise such terri- 
Fie discontents, as might disturb the peace and 
quiet of the kingdom and endanger the consti- 
tution. How inconsistent is this way of arge- 
ing? What an insult is this upon the people, 
who quietly submit to the loads that are laid 
ppon them? ame: 

The distinction that has been made between 
the gross charge and the gross produce of this 

‘duty, seems to be something new. There is 
certainly as much reason for this distinction 
almost in every brauch of the customs or ex- 
cise, as there is for it in the present case; and 
yet I never heard it made use of by any of the 
officers of the revenue. But supposing this dis- 
tinction to be reasonable, yet if we examine the 
particulars of the account that has been given 
us, we shall find that several articles have been 

ut to the gross charge, which really ought to 
be put t@ the gross produce, because they are 
actually raised upon the penple, though they 
come not to the use of the public, but to the 
use of the merchants and dealers in salt. I am 
surprized to hear it pretended, that the allow- 
ance for prompt payment onght not to be 
reckoned as a purt of the gross produce, or that 
the sum allowed fur that discount is not raised 
upon the people. Does any man suppose that 
the wealthy dealer pays his ready money for 
the benefit of his customers, or that the con- 
sumer pays the less for his salt, because the 
merchant from whom he purchases paid the 
duties in ready money? Does not every man 
know, that these prompt payments are made 
by the rich dealers, only for their own account ; 

_and that notwithstanding their being allowed a 
discount of 10 per cent. yet they sell as dear as 
if they had paid the full duties? The article 
then of 20,000/. for prompt payment, is not to 
be deducted, but is to be looked on as a part of 
the gross produce. 

e 11,000/. allowed for waste on salt car- 
ried coastwise is likewise an advantage only to 
the dealer: It is no advantage to the people, 
for every farthing of that sum is raised upon 
and paid by them. The allowance arose from 
@ presumption that there was a waste on salt 
carried coastwise; and therefore threepence 
per. bushel on all whi salt, and three half- 
pence per bushel on all rock salt carried coast- 
wise, was allowed to the dealer in salt. But it 
is certain, that in such case there can be no 
waste, there is always rather an increase, be- 
cause of its being very dry when put on board, 
and afterwards made to swell and become more 
weighty by the moisture of the air, to which it 
is exposed in the removing of it from place to 
place: Since there can be no waste, we must 
presume, that the whole is bought and con- 
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sumed by the peoplc; and we know that the 
always paid for it the same price as if the falt 
duty had been paid by the dealer, This allow- 
ance dia not even so much as induce the dealer 
to sell cheaper, for the consumer always paid 
for the carriage, as well as for the duty and 
first cost, and the longer the carriage was, the 
consumer always paid the higher price. This 
11,000/. is therefore to be considered, as a part 
of the gross produce. 

The allowance for rock salt melted, is of the 
same nature. This arose from a supposition, 
that in the melting of rock salt, and refining it 
into white salt, there was a great waste, and 
therefore ten pound weight in sixty-five was 
allowed duty free. But I have been informed, 
and the fact appears reasonable, that rock salt 
dissolved in fresh water, will produce its own 
weight in white salt, and when dissolved in sea 
water it will produce one fourth part more, If 
we only suppose that there is no waste, we must 
seated that the whole is bought and consumed 

y the people; and we know that they always 
paid as much for white salt made out ef rock 
salt, as they did for any other sort of white 
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salt; therefore we must conclude, that though - 


this allowance of ten pound weight out of sixty- 
five, be a deduction from the revenue, yet the 
duty upon every grain of it is raised upon the 
people ; and consequently this article, which.is 
36,000/. per annum, must likewise be added to 
the gross produce. These three sums therefore 
of 20,0002. 11,0002. and 36,0002. being added 
to the gross produce, as stated by the gentle- 
man who was pleased to enter particularly 
into this account, will make it ambdant to 
297,3501. which is the lowest computation we 
can make of the sum that is to be yeurly raised 
upon the people of England only, by the revival 
of this tax. 
But, Sir, if we consider the many frauds, that 
have always been committed as to salt pretend- 
ed to have been exported, and as to sult pre- 
tended to have been used in the curing of fish, 
we must presume, that a great deal more salt 
is every year used by the people, than what 
pays duty to the public; and as the consumer 
always pays the full price, as if. the duty had 
been regularly paid upon the whole, though 


these frauds occasion a deduction from the re= 
venue, yet the duty upon the whole is paid by 


the people; and therefore we must presume, 
that a much larger sum than what I have men- 
tioned must be yearly raised upon the peuple. 
This presumption is brought almost to a demon- 
stration, by the number of the people in this 
nation, even as computed by thuse who have 
spoke in favour of this duty: according to their 
own account, the number of the inhabitants in 
England, amounts to 8,000,000; if then we 
suppose that every one of them uses, one with 
apother, but a peck of salt in a year, we must 
reckon that a shilling at least is raised upon 
every person by the means of this duty, because 
the laying on of this duty makes the Sale at 
least a shilling a peck dearer, than it would 
otherwise be; aaa therefore we must compute 
3R 
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that by the reviving of this duty, there will be 
at least 8,000,000 of shillings, or 400,000/. raised 
yearly upon the people of England only; and 
this sum I really take to be the lowest compu- 
tation that can justly be made. 

Let us now, Sir, consider what we are about: 
we are to raise 500,000/. for the current service 
of the year; this we certainly ought to raise in 
that method, which will be least burthensome 
to the nation in general ; and if we chuse to 
raise this sum by reviving the Salt Duty for 
three years, we make the people really pay 
1,200,000/. out of which there is but 500,000/, 
brought clear into the public revenue. If this 
be public economy; if this be common pru- 
dence; If this be a relief or an ease to the peo- 
ple of England, I leave the world to jadge. I 
‘think that I can now aver, that when I argue 
against the Salt-Duty, I plead the cause of my 
country; I plead the cause of the whole body 
of the people of England: I do not indeed 
plead fora relief to them, I find there is no re- 
lief to be given; but I pfead against laying a 
new, a heavy, an intolerable burthen upon 
them. We have by our former resolutions 
made the raising of 500,0001. necessary, but do 
' not let us charge the people with the payment 
of 1,200,000/. in order to raise this 500,0001. 

From what I have said, Sir, it plainly appears 
how much more expensive it will be to the na- 
tion, to raise 500,000l. by reviving the Salt- 
Duty, thao to raise it by a shilling in the pound 
Land-tax; and yet it has been pretended, that 
there will be but a small difference as to the 
expence: this really surprizes me, for figures 
can neither be mistaken or misconstrued. In 
order to briug this difference as low as possible, 
it has been pretended that the raising of the 
Salt-duty will cost but 22,000/. per annum ; 
but I always reckoned, that it cost full 25,0001. 
and I must still reckon so, till I see it coutra- 
dicted by the commissioners accounts; for the 
raising or paying the 19 00O/. annually for boun- 
tics was never any additional expence to the pub- 
Jic. It has likewise been pretended, that the 
raising of a shilling in the pound Land-tax, 
cost near 18,0U00/. per annum, by reason of the 
office kept in commission for that purpose ; but 
these gentlemen forget, that this office is kept 
up, and costs as much, when there is but one 
shilling in the pound as when there is 4s. in the 
pound Land-tax, and therefore I still insist 
upon it, that the raising of 500,000/. by 1s. in 
the pound additional Land-tax, will really 
cost the nation but 13,500/. per annum ex- 
traordinary expence, and consequently the 
difference as to this article in Fngland only, 1s 
at least 11,500/. per annum. But must not we 
add to this, the 2,600/. extraordinary charge in 
the victualling office, occasioned by this duty? 
since this is certainly a charge brought upon the 
nation by reviving this duty, which we should 
not be hiable to, if we should raise what money 
we want, by a Lund-tax. Must not we likewise 
add the 20,000/. per annum allowed for prompt 
payment? fur as this is no benefit to the con- 
suuier, it isa real expence to the people, as 


much as the 25,000/. is, which is paid for 
management. ‘These three sums added toge- 
tber make the real difference of the yearly ex- 
pence, between the Salt-tax, and a shilling in 
the pound Land-tax, amount yearly to 34,1007. 
This, I say, Sir, isthe yearly difference; but [ 
hope no man that considers it will pretend, that 
this, or even three times this sum, is the whole 
difference of the expence the nation is to be at, 
in raising 500,000/. by a Salt-duty in three 
years, instead of raising 500,000/. by a shilling 
in the pound Land-tax in one year; for the 
difference will then be a great deal more than 
three times this sum. We must then reckon 
the whole expence of tite Salt-duty for three 
years, and from that deduct the expence of 
raising 1s.in the pound Jand-tax for one year 
only: the Salt-tax will then cost us three 
times 25,000/. or 75,000/. for management; 
three times 2,6001. or 7,800/. for extraordinary 
expence in the navy; and three times 20,0001. 
or 60,0001. for prompt payment ;_ which three 
sums added together amount to 142,800/. and 
from this we are only to deduct 13,5001. viz. 
one year’s expence of raising a shilling in the 
pound upon land, the remaining sum will then 
be 129,300/. this is the real difference of the 
expence which the nation is to pay forthe rais- 
ing of this 500,000/. in three years by a Salt- 
duty, instead of raising it in one year bya 
Land-tax. This is near 26 per cent. and if we 
add the additienal expence in Scotland, and 
the interest which the public must pay upoa 
borrowing this 500,000/. for the current service 
of the year, it will, Iam sure, amount to above 
30 per cent. which, I must say, is a pretty con- 
siderable premium for three years forbearance 
of payment, even if the nation were not to pay 
a shilling of the money till the full end of the 
term. How consistent it may be with the pub= 
lic good of this nation, to pay so high a pre 
mium for gorbearance, I shall not determine; 
but I am sure it will be inconsistent with the 
private good of any honest man in the kingdom 
to pay such a premium. This, Sir, is the most 
favourable Jight that the affair before us caa 
with any tolerable reason be put in, even by 
those who appear most sanguine for the revival 
of this duty; but if we consider it in the light 
I have before put it in, and suppose that 
400,000. is tu be raised yearly upon the peo- 
ple, by the means of this duty, it will chen ap- 
pear much more odivus; for upon that suppo- 
sition, which, I am afraid, will prove too true, 
the nation is to pay 700.000/. for three years 
forbearance of the payment of 500,000/. which 
is a premium of very near 150 per ceut. for for- 
bearance, 7 ; : 
To pretend, Sir, that this duty cannot give 
occasion to any great frauds or perjuries, be- 
cause there is lite or no money advanced by 
the subject, and repaid by the government 
upon any event, is to me & litle odd. Itis 
not the repayment of money by the govern 
ment that is the cause of frauds and perjuries ; 
it is the great advantage that a private dealer 
may make, and the little risk he runs by such: 
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‘frauds and perjuries, that tempts him to the 
committing of such. He does not consider 
from whom, but how much money he may 
make by such a fraud; and therefore in all 
manner of taxes, where the tax or duty amounts 
to much more than the prime cost, there have 
always been, and always will be great frauds ; 
vf the dealer can by any fraud avoid paying the 
duty, be makes his advantage by selling at a 
high price. Considering then that this duty to 
be laid upon salt is no less than ten times the 
price it may be bought for at the pits, what a 
fruitful fund do we establish for frauds and per- 
juries ?.It may not perhaps be easy to smuggle 
salt away from the pits without paying the 
duty ; but how easy will it be for the dealer, 
after he has given bond to pay the duty, and 
taken the salt away from the pits, to put it 
aboard of a ship, and re-land it again at some 
bye creek or corner, or by some other way to 
ta certificate of its having been exported ; 
y| this fraud he gets up the bond which he 
gave for the duty, and though he gains no 
money back from the government, yet when he 
sells to the consumer salt for four or five shil- 
lings a bushel, which cost him but a groat a 
bushel, does he not make a delicious, a tempt- 
ing profit? And the more tempting it must be, 
because of the little risk he runs; for he risks 
only the loss of a groat, for the venture of mak- 
ing four shillings clear profit. If he can but 
cheat the public, he drives the trade, I may 
say, of an apothecary, and makes a shilling of 
every penny he lays out. Again, as to the salt 
delivered duty-free fur the fishery, there is still 
& greater temptation, since it depends entirely 
upon the honesty of the curers themselves ; 
none but themselves can tell what quantities 
they have made-use of: If they can but sell 
their salt privately to dealers or consumers, 
they may get free of the duty by swearing that 
the whole was employed in curing of fish; and 
considering what little regard is had to what is 
now, i way of proverb, called a Custom-house 
oath, I am afraid this sort of pesury will be 
by much too frequent: Nor is the loss sustain- 
ed by the revenue the only disadvantage ; these 
baits and temptations that are thrown in the 
te way. for perjuring themselves, may 
really at last destroy all sort of morality and 
common honesty among them; and may so 
moch diminish that regard which every man 
ought to have for an oath, that no man’s life 
or property can be secure, against the plots 
and perjuries of his neighbours. 

As to our manufacturers and poor labourers, 
this tax certainly will be a charge upon every 
one of them in general. It will be a shilling 
at least to every single man or woman that is 
fit for labour ; ‘and if we suppose a poor man 
to have a-wife and three small children, we 
can here suppose him to make use of less 
than a bushel of salt a year for his family; to 
uch a man this tax will amount to at least 4s. 

- per annum. Such a thing as a shilling, or 
® crown, may be looked upon as a trifle by a 
Sentleman of a large estate and easy circum- 
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stances, but a poor man feels sometimes se-' 
verely the want.of a shilling; many a poor 
man has, for want of a shilling, heen obliged te 
pawh the only whole coat he bad to his back, 
and has never been able to redeem it again. 
Even a farthing to a poor man isa considerable 
sum; what shifts do the frugal ‘amung them 
make, to save even n farthing? Let us but 
imagine ourselves in the condition of a poor 
labourer, with a wife and three children, al- 
most the whole of the wife’s time taken up in 
looking after the children, and the husband 
working for a shilling a day, and we shall easily . 
see how hard it is to make such a poor man’ 
pay a tax of four or five shillings a year, for 
the salt he must make use of for the scanty 
support of himself and family. __ 

This tax must ’therefore be a charge upon 


-all our manufactures in general, I shall suppose 


it as small as any gentleman pleases, yet it 
must be some; for if it be a charge upon the 
manufacturers, they must lay it upon the ma- 
nufactures they desl in; and if we consider 
how narrowly the merchant, especially the fo- 
reign merchant, goes to work in the bargains. 
he makes, we must see what a disadvantage 
this tax may be to our export of manufactures. 
If any of our neighbours can self‘but one tenth’ 
part of a farthing in a yard cheaper than we 
can do, they will at last turn us entirely out of 
the business. This holds as to all our manu- 
factures in general, but as to some particular 
manufactures, such as glass, leather, earthen- 
ware, &c. it is still more grievous, because sale 
is one of the materials made use of in their 
very composition, and therefore I hope if this 
duty be revived, there will be an exception as 
tothem. ' 

I find it is granted by all, that the making. 
use of salt is an improvement to land; but it 
is said, that this tax cannot injure such im-~ 
provements, because every man may have as 
much foul salt duty-free atthe pits as he pleases, 
provided he has an officer along with bim. But 
does not every man seé, that this can only be 
of advantage to those whose lands lie near the 
salt-pits ? even as to them, this duty will bean . 
additional charge, for they cannot get an officer 
to attend for nothing ;_ we all know that when ~ 
a ‘man is once got into an office, he has many 
ways of squeezing a perquisite from those who 
are obliged to apply to him, and him only. 
And as to all lands that lie at a distance from 
salt-pits, it must be allowed, that the reviving 
of this tax will be a full bar to any future ’im- 
provements of them by salt, which is an im- 
provement that bas been successfully made use 
of, tbrough all parts of England, ever since the 
duty was taken off. 

It has, 1 think, in this debate been admitted 
by all, that the duty upon the salt made use of 
in curing the salt provisions necessary for a 
ship of 150 tons, for a six month's voyage, will 
amount to 40s:; and yet it has been asserted 
by some, that the reviving of this duty will be 
no burden upon the navigation of Great Bri- . 
tain, Those who reason in this manner, de 


rd 
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not surely consider the frugality and sparing- 
ness that must be observed in trade. I am 
sure there is not a merchant in Europe, that 
has occasion to freight a ship, but will think 
40s. avery great «difference in the freight be- 
tween two ships of 150 tons each, if they be of 
equal goodness in every other respect ; and he 
will alwavs employ that ship which he can have 
40s. cheaper than the other. This must put a 
full stop to the employing of any English ship, 
or to the victualling of any ship in England, 
where another ship can be made use of, or 
when a ship can be victualled in any other part 
of the world; and therefore it must be not 
only a burden upon our navigation, hut we 
must consider, that it would soon be the entire 
destruction of our navigation, and consequently 
of our navy, if it were not for the Navigation 
Act, aud some natural advantages which we 
have over the rest of the world. I do not 
know how some gentlemen may get, or how 
they may spend their estates; but in an affair 
which chiefly regards the trade, and the trades- 
men of this nation, I am surprised to hear 
shillings and crowns, nay even pounds sterling, 
talked of in so light and trivial amanoer: The 
tradesman may be properly said to earn 
is living by the sweat of his brow; and if he 
does not consider every farthing that he is to 
Tay out, he will soon come not to have a farth- 
ing to pay fur a bit of bread: To such a man, 
even the half-farthing, which is now s0 con- 
temptuously talked of, would be of mighty 
consequence, 

I come now, Sir, to consider this tax with 
respect to that honest, industrious and frugal 
set of pedple, the farmers of England. Ihope 
there are but few of them as yet obliged to live 
in the manner as hath been represented. 
hope no farmer in England is as yet obliged to 
make his family dine upon bread and cheese, or 
- upon boiled cabbage, without a bit of pickled 
pork, salt-beef, or bacon, to give them a savour. 

do not know indeed what they may be 
brought to, if we begin to multiply excises upon 
them; but I must now consider them in their 
present way of living: in that way I must look 
upon then and their servants, as making use of 
some salt-provisions alniost every day in the 
week, for the whole year round: in such a 
view, I am sure, a family of sixteen working 
persons will consume in salt a deal nore than a 
shilling’s worth a head, according as it must 
sell atter this duty is laid on; I believe they 
will consume above two shillings worth a piece; 


and it has been computed by men who under-. 


stood thoroughly the economy of their family, 
that a family of ten persons would for all uses 
generally cost the master at least six-pence a 
‘ week for salt, according to the price it sold at 
formerly, when this duty was subsisting. At 
this rate there is scarcely a farmer in England, 
but must pay above twenty shillings a year to- 
wards this tax, and if be pays a .ack‘d rent, I 
do not knew where he is to get this twenty 
shillings, unless he runs in arrear tu bis land- 
lord, in order to answer what he must pay the 


tax-gatherer: in such e case, I believe, os 
landed-gentlemen will not get much by the re. 
lief that is now pretended to be given them, 
But besides this additional family-expence 
upon the farmers, we know tbat they make we 
ofa great deal of salt for several uses in bux 
bandry: the advantages made thereby they 
Dust now give up, or otherwise they must pay 
dear for the preserving ot them. 

I hope, Sir, I am as sensibly touched as aay 
man witb the difficulties, that many of the 
landed-gentlemen in England labour under; 
and I shull alway» be us ready as any man to 
approve of any mensures for giving them areal 
relief; but L shall never pretend to amose 
them, or to impose upon their goad sense, by 
calling that a relicf, winch 1 only taking s bor 
then off one of their shoulders, and putting it 
upon the other; and thai this is the only re 
heft now proposed tor them, I can, I think, de 
monstrate as clearly, as ever any thing was de 
monstrated by numbers. I believe no mao 
will pretend that any gentleman of a free estate 
of 5002. a year ia land, or upwards, is in the 
present case an object of compassion, or that 
the relieving of such men from the payment of 
a shilling in the pound land-tax, cao have sny 
weight in the present debate; and as tor those 
gentlemen who have lurge estates in land, but 
heavily charged with mortgages, if they will, for 
the sake of grandeur and the.name of a great 
estate, continue to pay the land-tax sod the 
interest upun the mortguges, itis certainly ther 
own fault, and theretore they do not deserve 
the consideration of this House. The landed- 
gentlemen then, whose estates are under 500/ 
a year, are the only persons whose conditics 
and circumstances can in the t case be 
of any consequence; and as‘ to such, let us ét- 
amine whether what is nuw proposed will prove 
to be of any relief to them. Ic is well knows, 
that there are many landed-gentlemen 10 
England, whose estates are valued so low, that 
they do not pay above a groat of the shilling 1A 
the pound land-tex; it is certain, that there 
are few or no lauded-gentlemen who pay tbe 
whole shilling; there is not, L believe, ove 
tate in England that is rated at the full veloe, 
with respect to the land-tax ; it mey therefore 
be reasonable to suppose, that sil tbe jand- 
estates in England are, one with another, r 
for the land-tax at one half of the real value. 
It has been admitted, thas a farmer of 100/.s 
year, has generally sixteen persons in family; 
I think we may then reasonably suppose, that 
the landed-gentlemen in England of 4004 & 
year, keep one with another twenty persons 18 
family ; and upon these suppositions let us *€ 
what relief the gentleman of 400/. a year 13 0 
receive from the fine scheme now before us 
Such a man’s estate is supposed to be valued at 


2001. & year as to the lnnd-tax, uently of 
1s. in the pound he saves only 10/. ip the 
whole, by taking off this shilling, Now let o 


consider what be must pay to the daty oo a 
consumed in his family: a common farmer ™ 


ten persons in his. family, is sepposed to p*y 
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6d, a. week for the salt consumed in his family, 
and therefore a common farmer with twenty 
persons in bis family, must be supposed to pay 
1s. a week, one with another, for the salt con- 
sumed in his family; and if we consider the 
great waste that is made of that commodit 
about a gentieman’s family, and the many visi- 
tors and their servants, and the poor necessi- 
tous neighbours, that will always be hanying in 
or about a gentleman’s family who has an estate 
of 400/. a year, we cannot allow less than 
eighteen pennyworth of salt consumed weekly 
about such a gentleman’s family; we must 
therefore suppose, that every gentleman of such 
an estate, pays yearly for salt consumed in bis 
family 32, 18s. and since, by the laying on this 
duty, we raise salt to above ten times the price 
it formerly sold at; therefore we must con- 
clude, that nine tenths of 3/. 18s. that is, about 
Si. 10s. is yearly drawn from every gentleman 
of 400/. a year, by means of this duty on sak ; 
and as he is to pay this sum yearly for three 

ears instead of the 10/. land-tax, which be is 

y this means, to be made free of, is it not plain 
and evident, that he pays ten guineas in three 
years, for the sake of yetting tree of the pay- 
ment of 10/. in one year? The utmost then, 
that can be pretended, is, that he saves by this 
fine scheme about half a year’s interest upon 
10/. Is this the relief so mightily bragg'd of ? 
Will any gentleman of common sense choose 
to have his farmers, his cottagers, his labourers, 
and the manufacturers that consume the pro- 
duce of his lands, heavily taxed, in order to 
save 4 or 5s. interest upon the 104. that be was 
to have paid to the land-tax. . 

This is the case, Sir, as to landed-gentlemen 
of 400/. a year, but as to all the landed-gentle- 
men of sinaller fortunes, they will be losers by 
this measure that is proposed for their relief. 
Their families cannot be a great deal less nu- 
Meroue than the others; their servants will be 
a3 wasteful, and they must entertain their visi- 
tors as well as the other; therefore we cannot 
ppose that any gentleman’s family in the 
* Country will cost him much less than 1s. a week 

r salt; at this rate he must pay yearly to- 
wards the duty now to be laid on, about 2/. 7s. 

'S amounts in three years to 7/. so that a geo- 

man of 2002. # year, will be 2/. out of pocket, 
sods gentleman of 100. 0 yer, will be 4l. 

* Out of pocket, by reviving the salt-duty for 
ree years, instead of 1s. in the pound land-tax 
th, One year; and whether those gentlemen 

‘ have great families to maintain, many 
i ea to provide for, and but one, two, or 

eg hundred a year land-rent,-to answer all! 
ati Occasions, are not the greatest objects of 
pe aye nay, are, not the only objects of 
Eng nag among the landed-gentlemen in 
Paes » I leave the world to judge. Every 
es ee that ever kept an account of the ex- 

aa 2 his family, must be a judge, whether 
ea ne ne I have made are just: if they 
verted - @m sure the figures cannot be con- 
3. @od therefore, I hope, we shall 
hear 10 m Hope, wi 
tiven to ries of the great relief that is to be 
€ landed-gentlemen of England, 


PARL. HISTORY, 5 Guonex IT. 1752.—for reviving the Salk Duty. . [986 


Having thus shewed to whut sort of people 
this salt-duty will be a disadvantage, I think ig 
would not be just in me, not to take some no~ 
tice of those to whom it will be an immedinte 
advantage. As to all the gentlemen in England 
of very large land-estates, it will be an imme 
diate advantage ; it will, indeed, save a trifle to 
them. With respect to them, I hope, I may 
he allow’d to make use of the word trifle; » 


‘sum of money may be called a trifle when ap- 


plied to the rich, but to the poor no sum of 
moncy can be properly said to be a trifle. But 
this immediate advantage accruing to the rick 
landed-men, will be soon overbalanced by the- 
ruin that it will bring upon their country, and 
upon their own particular estates; and I anr 
glad to find, that most of the rich landed-gentle= 
men in England are upon the same side of the 
question with me, It shews a generous con- 
tempt of private advantage, when opposed to 
the public good; but those who will reap the | 
greatest advantage from the measure now pro~ 
pvsed, are those who are in good posts and 
places, and have handsome salaries coming in. 
It is very true, that their salaries are rated at 
the fult value of the land-tax: the taking off 1s. 
i the pound land-tax, is really putting 5 per 
cent. into their pockets, which cannot be drawn 
out again by the salt-duty, because they either 
keep no families, or they keep their families in 
town, where most of their servants are at board~ 
wages. To such gentlemen the measure now 
proposed will certainly be advantageous, and to 
such only that compassion which we have heard 
so much of, is properly to be applied. But 
one would not think that a man who has 1002 
a year trom the public, should grudge to pay 5/. 
a@ year out of it to the public expence; or that 
the saving 5/1. a year in such a man’s pocket, 
should be such a miyhty concern to every man 
who has the good of his country at heart. Iam 
persuaded that every gentleman who bas the 
good fortune to be in any such place or employ- 
ment, will shew as senerous a contempt of 
self-interest, and as honuurable a regard for the 
public good, as is or can be shewn by the gen- 
tlemen of great land-estates, who with them are 
the only persons in the nation that can reap any 
benefit from the measure now proposed. 

Since then it appears plain, that what is now 
proposed cn be no manner of relief, but will cer- 
tainly be an ndditional charge upon the landed - 
gentlemen of small estates; and since they 
are the only landed-gentlemen in England, who | 
stand in need of, and deserve the compassion 
of this House, I think all the argumeuts that 
can be drawn from pity and compassion, come 
full, against our agreeing to the revival of this 
duty upon salt; and therefore I may now m1’ 
my turn plead with all those who hear ine, to 
have pity and compassion upon the poor 
landed-gentlemen in England. How hard will 
it he to make a poor landed gentleman of a: 
bundred a year pay 71 instead of 50s.? baditd 
should the poor lauded-gentlemen be so mut 
over-charged for the sake of a small ease to 
those who have plentiful estates in land, or cone’ 
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siderable salaries coming in from a post or 
place that gives them little or ne trouble? This 
1s really, if I may be allowed to make use of 
the words, ‘ Giving to the rich, and sending 
‘the poor empty away.’ But in the present 
case, our compassion pleads vot only for the 
poor landed-gentlemen, but for all the poor of 
the nation. Let us but consider how many 
pour families are maintained upon 8d, or 18. a 
day, which the father earns by hard labour and 
toil: A bushel of salt is the least that can be 
consumed ina year by a poor man, his wife, 
and three or four small children: How cruel is 
it to take four or five shillings a year away 
from the support of such a poor family, more 
especially when one half of that money, at 
least, is to be made a compliment of to wealthy 
or fraudulent dealers, or to idle and profligate 
tax-gatherers? I hope every man that hears me, 
will allow his pity and compassion to exert it- 
self to its utmost height. I hope every man 
will consider upon which side of the present 
question are the cries of the poor and the 
wretched, and the blessings of those that are 
yet unborn. The happiness or misery of poste- 
rity, the flourishing or decay of our trade and 
commerce, the preservation or loss of our liber- 
ties, in my opinion, depend in a great measure 
upon the question now before us; and there- 
fore I am _ persuaded that every gentleman will 
consider it thoroughly, before he determines 
what he is to do. 

Then the question being put upon sir Ro- 
bert Walpote’s motion, it passed in the affirma- 
tive, by 225 against 187. | 


Feb. 10. Upon the report of the Resolutions 


of the Committee, and the motion made for 
agreeing tu them, the question being put, it was 
carried in the afirmative, by 205 against 176, 
and a Bill was ordered to be brought in pur- 
suant to those Resolutions. 


The Pension Bill passes the Commons.] This 
day, upon the motion of Mr. Sandys, the 
Pension Bill was read a third time, without any 
one speech being made against it; and Mr. 
Sandys was ordered to carry the Bill to the 
Lords, and desire their concurrence. 


Quarrel between Mr. Pulteney and Mr. 
Pelham.| February 11. The House being in- 
formed, that, from some words, which had 
been spoken in the House by Mr. Pelham and 
Mr. Pulteney, it was apprehendel: a Quarrel 


might ensue; and that Mr. Pulteney was gone | 


out of the House ; 

Ordered, That the Serjeant at Arms, attend- 
ing this House, do go, and summon Mr. Pol- 
teney to attend the service of the House imme- 
diately. | 

Ordered, That Mr. Pelham and Mr. Pulte- 
ney be enjoined not to prosecute any quarrel, 
or shew any further resentment, for what has 
passed between them in this Hause. 

Then the Serjeant at Arms being returned ; 


and Mr. Pulteney being come into the House ; 


Mr. Speaker acquainted him with the informa- 
tion, which the House had received in relation 
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to himself and Mr. Pelham, and with the in- 
junction of the Huuse thereupon: after which, 
they severally stood up in their places, to ex- 
plain themselves; but not having given the 
House satisfaction, as to their complying with 
the said injunction, and it being insisted upon, 


. that they should be more explicit, they stood up 


again in their places, and severally declared, 
that they would obey the order of the House. 


Debate in the Lords on the Pension-Bill.] 
Feb. 17. A Message was brought from the 
Commons by Mr. Sandys and others, with a 
Bill entitled, ** An Act for making more effec- 
tual the laws in being for disabling persons from 
being chosen members of, or sitting or voting 
in the House of Commons, who bave any Pen- 
sion during pleasure, or for any number of years, 
or any othces held in trust for them ;’’ to which 
they desire the concurrence of this House. 
After reading the Bill, 

The Lord De la War* stood up and spoke 
as follows ; 

My Lords, 

I find that the Bill which has been now read 
to your lordships, is to the very same purpose, 
and almost in the very same words with that 
which has already heen twice refused by your 
lordships; and therefore I cannot but look upun 
the sending up of sucha Bill as an indignity offer- 
ed to this House, for which reason I must be of 
opinion that the Bill ought to be rejected. . 


The Earl of Strafford spoke next : 

It is very true, my Lords, that a Bill to the 
same purport, and almost in the very same 
words with the Bill now before us, has been 
twice sent up, and as often refused hy this 
House: But we must remember that the Bill 
never came the length ofa Committee. Ifyour 
lordships had last year thought fit to take the 
Bill then sent-to you under your consideration 
in a Committee, the several clauses thereof 
would have been particularly examined, and it 
would have been known what were the clauses 
or words which your lordships took exception. 
to; but as no such thing was done, the gentie- 
men of the other House could not know how to 


-amend the Bill, or what alterations they should 


make; for which reason I must think that the 
sending up of this in the same words with the 
former, is shewing the utmost respect to this 
House, by leaving it intirely to your lordships 
to alter and amend the Bill in such manner as 
you shall judge proper. 
Corruption, my Lords, is an evil that has 
been always thought to be of a most pernicious 
consequence, and therefore there bave been 
aM acts of Parliament made for preventing 
it: In the very Act of Settlement there is a 
clause for this end ; in the reign of queen Anne 
there were several regulations made for the 
same purpose ; and in the very first parliament 
of his late majesty, there was an act made tur 
preventing the effects of this dangerous evil. 


I 
* Appointed Treasurer of his Majesty’s House- 
hold in June, 1731, 
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This shews that the bringing in of such Bills as 
the Bill now before us, was never thought to 
be daing any injury to the crown; upon the 
cootrary, the honour and safety of the crown 
_ depends upon the honour and integrity of the 
members of Parliament, and therefore we can 
never presume that the crown will be against 
any measure that can be proposed for prevent- 
ing any illegal and corrupt influence upon any 
of the members of either House. One design 
of bringing this Bill in, and passing it in the 


other House, was to wipe off any suspicion of 


corruption, that there might be against them: 
do not let us, my Lords, deprive them of the 
only means they lave of convincing the world, 


that there is no such thing among them. If 


there be any word, if there be any clause in this 
Bill, that may seem to be of bad consequence, 
our lordships may amend it, or you may leave 
% out. An objection against any partieular 
clause, may be a reason for altering or athend- 
ing the Bill, but it never can be a reason for 
throwing it out altogether ; I shall therefore be, 
my Lords, for ordering it to be read a second 
time, that we may have an opportunity of con- 
sidering it seriously, and making such amend- 
ments as shall be thought proper. ; 

Lord Falmouth * replied ;. 

My Lords; The Bill now before us bears a 
very specious title or preamble; from the first 
view thereof one would be apt to conclude, that 
something very beneficial for this nation were 
intended ; but upon a more serious perusal, we 
find, that at bottom there is really nothing in- 
tended, that can in the least contribute to the 


public good. We all know, my Lords, how | 


some motions come to be made, and how some 
Bills come to be brought into the other House. 
Such Bills as this now before us, are often 
brought in hy would-be ministers, that is, by 
gentlemen who affect popularity, and set them- 
selves up as protectors of the liberties of the 
people, and under that pretence encourage and 
promote faction and discontent, in order there- 
Y to raise themselves to be the chief men in 
the administration of the public affairs of the 
nation, I shall always be ready to join in rea- 
sonable measures for insuring the liberties and 
privileges of the people; and if any attempts 
were making against them, I should be as ready 
a any man to concert measures for shortening 
the arms of the crown: But, my Lords, when I 
ind that ne attempts are made by the crown, 
against the liberties of the people; when I find 
- that the popular cries for liberty are raised and 
Spirited up only by the factious and the discon- 
tented, I shall never be for diminishing the 
power of the crown, especially when I see that 
it has but just enough to support itself against 
the factious and the disaffected. I reinemher, 
my Lords, that a noble lord put the question 
ast session of Parliament, when this very af- 
Souria before the House, how the Pretender 
ae sire one to vote in the case then before 
: Ab the same question were now again to be 
ee 


aU: : 
Vice-Treasurer of Iretand. 
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put, I believe the proper answer would be, that 


e would desire us to vote for the Bill now be« 


fore us: I do not doubt, but that he would be 
for diminishing his Majesty’s power of reward- 
ing: those who should happen to merit well of - 
their country, by a zealous and hearty opposi- 
tion to him and his faction. I hope, my 
that there will always be men of honour and 


rds, 


integrity enough in this country to defend us 


, against that faction, or any faction, without the 


bopes or expectation of a reward; but if it 
should be found necessary for our defence, to 


give rewards to many of those who assisted im 


the protecting of the government against faction, 
I would rather chuse that the government should 
have it in its power to give rewards to those 
that contributed to the preserving of us, than . 
that the factious should have it in their power 
to give. rewards to those that assisted them in 
the destroying of us. The methods proposed by 
the Bill now before us, are so fary from being 
proper methods for preventing bribery and 


corruption, that [am afraid they will give such 


an encouragement to faction, as may lead us 


“into confusion, and therefore I shall be for re- 
jecting the Bill. As this Bill is the very same 


with that which was refused by your lordships 
the last session of Parliament, I am convinced 
that the same reasons which prevailed against 
it last session, will now likewise prevail against 
it; for my own part at least, I am sure, that 
there is nothing since happened, that can af- 
ford me the least pretence for being of a diffe-' 
rent opinion. 

The Lord Carteret spoke as follows: 

My Lords ; 

I am for receiving this Bill in the most re-" — 

spectful manner; first, because of the dignity 


of the subject, next for the respect that is due 
for the other House; and lastly, my lords, for: 


thé respect that is due to ourselves, The sub- 


ject of this Bill is of the utmost consequence to’ 
.the liberties of this nation ; the title or pre-, 


amble isin my opinion very proper for such a 
subject; but if it were not s0, why may it not 
be altered ? One thing, my Lords, I am sure 
of, that if we treat the Bull with so much con- 
tempt; as to reject it upon the first reading, the 
whole people of the nation will make a pre- 
amble for us. I do not know how this Bill was 
brought into the other House, nor ought that: 
to be a question in this; I do not know whe- 
ther this Bill was brought in by would-be-mi- 
nisters, or no, but Iam very certain, that as 


‘good ministers as ever were in England, have. 


laid the foundation for such Bills ; and if men 
do act for the public good, it signifies nothing 
to us, it signifies nothing to the people, what . 
were the motives that prompted them to act in 
such an honourable manner. Ifitisan ambition | 
of being ministers of state, that prompts men 
to act for the public good, I hope the ambition 
of those that are out, will always be a barrier 
for the liberties of this nation against the am- 
bition of those that are in. 
It is no argument against this Bill, that it is 
inthe same words with the Bill which was sent . 


4 


. 
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Gp to us the last session. I hope there is no 
man in this nation pretends to be infallible : 
your lardships having refused this Bill lest ses- 
sion, can uever be an argument for your re- 
jecting it now without so much as once taking 
at into your serious consideration ; Some argu- 
ments may vow be ht for passing it, 
which were not thought of at that cime : The 
public tranquillity was not then so firmly es- 
tablished as it is at present, and therefore it 
way now be thought a more proper time for 
us to take precautions for preserving our liber- 
ties against dumcstic enemies, than it was at 
that ume, when we were not quite out of danger 
of being attacked by foreign enemies. If your 
lordships should send down a good and ne- 
cessary Bill for the amendment of the law, and 
the same should be refused by the Commons, 
would that be any argument against ever eend- 
ang that Bill down to chem again in any future 
session of parliament ? Or would their having 
ance refused it, be an argument for their re- 
j ting it at the frst reading, upon its being 

ugbt a second time before them? Ne, my 
lords ; if your lordships were convinced that 


the Bill was necessary, and drawa up ia proper. 


terme, you would send it down in the very sane 


words again and agaia, till its own weight car- 


ried it through. 
I am, my Lords, very far from thinking, that 
any attempts are now made, or are to be made, 


‘during his ens Majesty’s reign, against the 


liberties of this nation: His Majesty has too 
much goodness to endeavour any such attempts. 
and too much wisdom to admit of any such 
being made by those employed by him ; but it 
is for this very reason that we ought now to 
think of, and bring in such Bills as may be any 
way conducive to the preservation of our liber- 
ties: His Majesty’s penetration is such, that be 
will easily see what is necessary; and his guod- 
nes» is such, that he never will oppose what he 
sees to be necessary for securing the liberties 
and properties of his people; whereas if we 
newer think of taking any precautions against 
arbitrary power, till we have a prince upon the 
throne that is aiming at arbitrary power, it will 
then he too late ; such a prince will never con- 
sent to any measures or to any regulations that 
tend to the defeating of his own designs. Pos- 
terity may have occasion to lament our neglect 
of that opportunity which bis present Ma- 


| gh wisdom and goodness daily afford us. 


eve is certainly at present nothing to be fear- 


_ ed from bribery and corruption : His Majesty 


reigns in the hearts and affeccions of the people ; 
his designs are all for the public good, and 
therefore he has no occasion for making use 
of any illegal and corrupt sort of influence ; 
but to pretend, that our present bappiness is a 
reason for our not thinking of, or aking proper 
precautions against the evils that may come 
upon this nation in future times, is the same 
thing as to say, you are not to bring in any 
Bills against bribery and corruption, till a ma- 
jority of botb Houses of Parliament are cor- 
rupted: If this should ever happen to be the 
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unlucky fate of this nation, we may easily ) 
what sha be the success of -ock Bilin teen 
Houses of Parliament. 
The Duke of Newcastle spoke next ; 
My Lords ; 

If this Bill bad no other aim, but that of pre- 
venting Bribery and Corruption, I should be 
for it with all my heart; but we can easily see 
that the intention of this Bill is to give the 
other House an opportunity of assuming a 
power whicli- they never yet pretended to, and 
their assuming thereof would be the entire 
overthrow of our present happy constitution. 
By this Bill, my lords, the House of Commons 
may assuine a power of judging what rewards 
or gratuities ere proper to be givea by the 
crowa te any member of that House; fur 
though the Bill says only, that the members of 
that House are to declare what gratuities or 
rewards they receive from the crown, within 14 
days next after the receipt thereef, yet, my lords, 


we are not to suppose that the affair will rest 


there; we may easily fosesee that the conse- 
quence of every such-declaration will be, that the 
House will thereupon enter into the consider- 
ation of the decleration that has been made to 
them, and will take upon them to determine 
whether or no such gratuity was given by way 
of bribe; so that thereby the crown will be 
entirely disabled from giving any reward toa 
gentleman that has merited well of his country, 
at least as long as he continues to be a member 
of parliament. This, my lords, woutd, in my 
opinion, put so much power into the hands of 
the Commons, that it would entirely overturn 
that balance upon which our constitution de- 
pends, and therefore I have been always against 
this Bill, and shall now be for rejecting it. 


The Pension Bill rejected. by the Lords.) 
Then a motion being made, and the questioa 
being put, Whether this Bill shall be{read a ae 
cond time? It was resolved in the negative. 

Content 25; Proxies 15 ;—40. 

Not Cuntént 78 ; Proxies 17 ;—95. 


Protest thereon.]} 
‘6 Dissentient’ 

‘¢ For the reasons entered in the Journals of 
this House the two last sessions of parliament, 
one the 21st of March 1729, and the other the 
@nd of March 1730.—(Signed ) Strafford, 

Abingdon, Shaftsbury, Litchfield, May- 
nard, Gower, Craven, Bathurst, Foley, 
Exeter, Masham, Coventry.” 


Feb. 22. The several Papers, Instruments, 
&c. relating to the Sale of the earl of Derwent- 
water's Estate, which had been preseuted to 
the House, were referred to a Comanittee. 


Debate in the Commons on the Sugar Colony 
Bill.] Feb. 23. The Commons proceeded to 
the farther hearing of counsel for and against 
the Sugar-Colony Bill, and the counsel ov both 
sides having finished their argument, 


Mr. Winnington stood up, and spoke as fol- 
OWS ; 


= 
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Sir; I find that some of the counsel at the 
bar have endeavoured to turn the affair now be- 
fore us into such a shape, as if the question to 
be determined were, whether the northern co- 
lonies, or the sugar-colonics ought must to be 
eacouraged by this House. ‘This, Sir, is not all 
the question now before us; the affair ia hand 


as the dispute between the English and the 


French commerce: we are now to determine, 
whether we ouglit to encourage a French trade, 
which tends to the ruin of our ‘own sugar-colo- 
nies, fur I have not heard it so much as dis- 
puted by.any man, but that they must be soon 
undone, if some. redress be not given to them 
an time; and the only redress now proposed, 
the only redress they want at present is thata 
Parliament of England wi!l only do as much as 
they can to discourage the French sugar trade. 
One would really imagine, that such a proposi- 
tion would not ineet with any opposition in a 
British House of Commons. 

This, Sir, being the true state of the question, 
I do act wonder to see it twisted and turned 
into twenty shapes, rather than to let it appear 
its own genuine and natural colour ; but of all 
the lights this affair has been put into, the most 
anvidious is, that of pretending that the sugar- 
Colonies by this Bill are contriving a method of 
putting their sugars and rum upon us at any price 
Shey please todemand; that by this Bill they want 
us to make a law for enabling them to sell their 
eegars and rum, at a much dearer price than 
what is necessary. If this, Sir, were truly the 
ease, I should be against this Billas much as 
aey naa inthis House; but to me it appears 
evident, that what they want, is ouly to have 
such a price for their sugars and ruin as they 
can possibly make them at sons to live there- 
by : this is a reasonable demand, and this we 
Ought to grant if it be inour power. Now, Sir, 
I think it has been made appear,.that the 
Freoch are onr greetest rivals in the sugar- 
trade; and it lus been likewise made appear, 
that the French have been enabled to become 
Our rivals in the sugar-trade, only by the trade 
carried on between them and our Northern co- 
Jonies; the great vent they thereby have for 
‘their rum and molasses, and the easy access 
they thereby bave to lumber, horses, and all 
other necessaries for their sugar-plantations, 
which are naturally much more fruitful than 
ours, enable them to sell their sugars and rum 
ata much lower ptice than it is possible for 
our sugar-planters to sell at ; it is therefore ap- 
perent that our sugar-plantations must be un- 
doue, or we must fall upon ways and means of 
preventing the French from selling their sugars 
so cheap as they do: those ways and means are 
easy ; Chey are every day in our power; pul a 
stop to the trade that is carried on betweeo our 
ewn colonies upon the Continent and the French 
suger-islands, and you must at once a grent 
deal enhance the price of all French sugars ; 
the charges of making their sugars will then be 
a deal more, and their rum and molasses 
will yield them nothing; they must lay all 
Charges gp the setums of their sugars, aad 

Vor. VILL 
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therefore it will not be possible to sell them so 
cheap as they are sold at present. By this me- 
thod our own sugar-colonies will be greatly en- 
couraged, and the French may be totally un- 
done ; whereas if we leave matters in the pre- 
sent situation, the French sugar-colonies will 
be increasing every day, and iu a little time our 
own will be quite destroyed. 

But, Sir, it has been pretended, that if we 
put a stop to the trade now carried on between 
the French sugar-islands aod our colonies upoty 
the continent, it will in great measure ruin 
our colonies upon the Centinent, Lecause it 
will entirely destroy their fishery, and also their 
trade with the Indians, both which are carried 
on principally by the means of the rum and 
molasses, which our colonies purchase at so 
cheap a rate from the French sugar-islands : if 
there were any foundation for this, it would-in- 
deed be a very great objection to the Bill now 
before us; but as our colonies upon the conti~ 
nent carried on their trade with the Indians, 
and also their fisheries, long before they had 
either ram or molasses from the French islands 
itis plain that neither of those trades can de- 
pend entirely upon their trade with the French | 
sugar-isiands ; but upon the contrary it is evi- 
dent, that the opening of this trade with those 
islands, has not only encouraged the French 
sugar plantations tothe great detriment of our 
own, but hasalso in a great measure discouraged 
or rather entirely destroyed the sale of English 
spirits in that part of the world, which is a con- 
sideral.le loss to this country; for it is well 
known, that before our colonies upon the Con- 
tinent of America fell into this destructive trade 
with the French sugar-islands, they made use 
of great quantities of English spirits, both tm 
their fishing trade, and also in their trade with 
the Indians. And if we should put a stop to 
this trade with the French sugar-islands, there 
is no doubt but our own colonies would agai 
fall into their former method, and would be 
able to carry on as extensive a trade with the 
Indians, and as great a trade in fishing, by the 
means uf English spirits, as they ever did by the 
means of French rum. Besides, Sir, if some 
rum or molasses were absolutely necessary, do 
notwe know that they could have as mueh 
from our own sugar-islands as they had occa- 
sion fur, and within a trifle at as low a price as 
they can have the same sort of ram or molasses 
from the French sugar-islands? foris propor 
tion as the French sugar-plantations decrense, : 
it is certain that our own will be daily increas- 
ing: though Barbadoes may perhaps be as 
much improved as the extent of ground will ad- 
mit of, yet we know that Jamaica, and several 
other of the islands belonging to us in that part 
of the world, will admit of very great improve- 
ment ; we know that if they were all improved 
to the full extent, they would produce as much 
or very near as much sugar, rum and molassep 
ascould be consnmed in Europe and in Ame: 
rica. Thus, Sir,in me it appears plain, that 
the method proposed by the Bill now before 
us, is es enly proper method for discouraging 
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the French sugar-plantations, and encouraging 
‘our own; and that itis 2 method by which no 

art of our own dominions can be any wa 
injured ; therefore I must be for the Bill, 
and for that reason, Sir, I move, That the 
Bill may be committed. 

This motion being seconded by Mr. Horatio 
Walpole, | | 


. Mr. George Heathcote stood up and spoke 
as follows: 

Sir; I should with all my heart be for the 
Bili now before us, if I could find any thing io 
it that would encourage our own trade to the 
detriment of that of the French; but really, 
Sir, I cannot find any such thing in this Bill; 
upon the cuatrary, I clearly foresee, that by the 
anethod thereby proposed, we are going to des- 

' troy a very profitable branch of our own trade, 
.and to do all that is in our power to encourage, 
or rather to set up a new trade for the French, 
which they of themselves, notwithstanding their 
utmost endeavours for that purpose have never 
been able to accomplish. We are amusing our- 
selves with a vain conceit, that it is unpossihle 
for the French to carry on or manage their 
sugar-plantations, without the assistance of the 
lumber, horses and other necessaries, which 
they have from our colonies upon the continent; 
and that their rum and molasses would be of n0 
use to them, if they could not dispose of thei 
.to the inhabitants of our northern colonies. If 
.it were so, 1 am sure the Fieuch would.permit 
that trade to be carried on openly and freely ; 
they would not Jeave it under the discourage- 

ment of being carried on in a clauidgstiue man- 
mer, by giving great bribes to the Governors of 
sheir sugar islands: we have uo reason to des- 
pise the French knowledge as to the methods 
, of improving any trade they aim at; and we 
_koow that they have for several years been 
Moing every thing that was in their power to 
-@ncourage their sugar plantations. Can we 
then imagine, that they would have left such 
Checks and discouragements upon the trade 
. between their sugar islands and our northern 
colonies, if they bad thought that their sugar 

. works or plantauons could not subsist without 
at? No, they know that that trade is a great 
hindrance to the improvement of their own co- 

.donies upon the contineot, and therefore they 

. have endeavoured to put astup to it hy degrees, 
but have never as yet been able to effectuate 
what they proposed; and now we ure by a 
public law to contribute as:‘much as we can to 

: render their endeavours effectual. I must there- 
fore look upon what is proposed by this Bill, as 
@ method not at all certain for improving our 
own sugar plantations to the discouragement of 

_ the French, but as an infallible method for im- 
proving the French colonies upon the continent 
to the very great discouragement of our own ; I 

, therefore think, I bave very good reason to be 
against the Bill as it now stands, and conse- 
quently I must be against conamitting it 


Mr. Perry spoke next : 
* ir; The affair pow before us is of uo such 


consequence to the navigation, the trade, and 
the happiness of this nation, that it ought to be 
weighed with the utmost nicety and exactness: 
there may be a great dea! said upon both sides 
of the question. For my own part, I have not 
had opportunities of acquiring so extensive, and 
so general a knowledge of trade as the worthy 
gentleman upon the floor, who spoke first m 
the present debate ; but as I have been dealing 
in trade ever since my infancy, I have a good 
many facts to lay before you, and several 
things to say upon the subject in hand, which, 
in my opinion, ought to make us extremely 
cautious of laying any restrictions the 
trade of any part of our dominions. "Bat it 
now, I think, too late to enter into a debate of 
so serious, and so extensive a nature; and 
therefore I am for adjourning the debate till to- 
morrow, or any other day this House shall please 


‘to fix on. 


Mr. Barnard rose up and said : 


Sir: If the House be resolved to proceed, I 
will speak to the afiair in hand; but if other 
ways, 1 will nut now offer to detain them with 
any thing that I have to say upon the subject. - 
[Here he made a pause, and the House seeming 
inclined to proceed, he went on as follows. ] In 
the question now before us, Sir, it is certain 
that some relief ought to be immediately 


thought of for our Sugar colonies. Our Sugar 


trade is without doubt at present in a most ba- 
mentable condition, and must necessarily m & 
few years be quite undone, at Jeast in so far as 
regamds our exportation to foreign markets: 
but, Sir, I am very far from thinking tbat the 
method, proposed by the bill now before us, is 
the proper method fur giving relief to our Se- 
gar colonies; I donot think it will afford them 
any relief; it may cramp and injure our north 
ern colonies in some branches of trade now 
carried on by them, but it never can be of 
any advantaye to our own sugar colonies, % 
long as they make more sugar than is requisite 
for answering the consumption within our own 
dominions, 1 should be glad that we could fall 
upon any ways of making the French sugars 
dearer than they are at present, but I am afraid 


_all attempts of that nature will prove to be chi- 


merical; and I am sure there 1s no method pro- 
posed by the Biil now before us, that can i the 
least answer that purpose : as to lumber, horses, 
and other necessaries for sugar plantauons, 
which are now hrought trom our colonies upon 
the continent to the French sugar islands, there 
is no provision in this Bill against their being 
furnished with such things from thence for the 
future; and it would be very wrong to make 
any such provision; for it is very Certain, tuat 
if they could not have such things from our co- 
lonies, they would soon tall into the way of bav- 
ing all such necessaries from their own co- 
lony at Canada. It cannot be pretended but 
that the Frenchy colony at Canada, with a very 
little encouragement, would coon be able to 
furnish the French sugar islands with lumber, 
horses, and all such aecessaries; though the 
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navigation of that river be difficult apd uncer- 
taia in the winter time, yet they might easily 
fall upon a way of bringing all such stores 
down that river in the proper season, and lodg- 
ing them at their own settlement at Cape Bri- 
ton, from whence they could easily be trans- 
ported to their sugar islands at all seasons of 
the year; this, Sir, would, I am persuaded, be 
the consequence of our probibiting the exporta- 
tion of such thiags from our colonies to the 
French sugar islands ; and thus, iostead of dis- 
couraging their sugar plantations, or enhancing 
the price or first cost of their sugars, we should 
by a British act of Parliament do more towards 
the encouraging their settlements at Canada 
and Cape Briton, than they themselves with all 
their edicts and arbitrary power, have been 
able to do since the first establishment of those 
settlements. Iv a litte time we might expect 
to see those northern seas swarming with French 
ships and sloops, and a great part of the trade uf 
our own northern colunies being thereby des- 
troyed, our own seamen must either starve at 
home, or run into the service of the French for 
the sake of daily bread. 

Bat, Sir, granting that it were impossible for 
the French sugar islands to have what horses, 
lumber, and such things they want, from their 
own colonies upon the continent, or from any 
other part of “America besides our settlements 
there, yet we all know that they could bave 
pienty of alll those necessaries from France it- 
self; and it is well known, that sugars are such 
balky commodities, that they require a great 
many sbips to bring: them to Europe, which 
ships return again to the West-Indies for the 
most part in ballast, so that the freight out- 
wards is generally at a very low rate; by 
which means they might have all such things 
from Europe, for a very little more than 
prime cost: And suppose that the price of 
such things stood them a little more than what 
ig paid for them in our sugar islands, yet we 
koow that such a small som of money is laid 
out in furnishing a sugar plantation with all 
such necessaries, that it bears but a very small 
proportion to the other charges that are neces- 
sary in furoishing and managing such a plan- 
tation; the difference in this respect between 
the charges of a plantation in their islands or 
in ours, would be 90 small that it could not be 
taken notice of, nor would it in any way en- 


hance the price of their sugars in any market in. 
Euro . 


Ae 06 rum, I think it is not pretended that 
the French deal much either in the making or 
vending of that commodity, butit is said, ‘hat 
our northern colonies arcbnse all their molasscs 
from them, and thereby contribute towards 
the enabling of them to sell their sugars at the 
low price they do at present ; and it is farther 
said, That if oor people upon the continent of 
America did not purchase their molasses of 
them, they could make nothing of them in an 
Other way : This is really supposing the Frenc 
ee a more stupid sort of people than any of 

native Indians upoo the continent. They 
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know that ram is made of molasses : they know. 
that rum is valuable in almost every part of the 
world ; they understand the art of distilling 
rum from molasses: or if they do not, it is 
certain there is no such migbty secret in the 
art, but they may easily learn it. Can it then 


be doubted, but that if they could not sell theie 


molasses to our colonies upon the continent, 
they would set up stills of their own, and 
make rum out of their own molasses? Ang 
could not they sell that rum both in America, 
Africa, and Europe, as well as we do? To 
(his it is answered, That their government 
would not allow them to make or sell rum; 
because it would prejudice the sale of brandy, 
which is the natural product of France itselt's 
But this we have not the least reason to su 
pose ; fur if the very being, or even the well 
being of the French sugar colonies depended 
upon their making and selling rum, we cannog 
suppose, that the French government would 
ruin them, in order to keep up the price of their 
brandies ; unless we were to suppose, that the 
king of France, and all his advisers, were 
masters of vineyards and of nothing else: We 
may as well suppose, that tbe king of France 
would make an edict, for obliging their sugar- 
planters to throw all their molasses into the 
sea ; because if they are made into rum ip ang 
place, either in Europe or America, it may 
prevent or prejudice the sale of French brane 
dies. We must therefore presume, that if the 
French sugar planters could not dispose of their 
molasses in the way they now do, they would 
not only be permitted, but would actually seg 
up stills of their own, and would make theis 
molasses into rum, and send it to Europe: - 
also to their own colonies of Mississippi, Canada, 
and Cape-Briton, in order to supply all the 
Todian nations therewith at.a cheap rate; and 
they would likewise be able to smuggle a great 
deal of it into our northern colonies, and even 
into Great Britain and Ireland, notwithstand- 
ing any laws we could make, or any precau- 
tions we could use to the contrary. We may 
perhaps, hy putting arbitrary eas into the 
ands of our commissioners of the customs and 
excise, make it difficult to bring French rum 
ashore in any of our dominions: Lut it would 
be absolutely impossible to prevent the sale of 
it to our fishing vessels in the North parts of 
America. Thus instead of buying their molasses 
at the cheap rate we now do, and haviug 
the advantage of manufacturing them into rum 
ourselves, we should give them the advantage 
of the manufacture, and should buy their rum 
at a dear rate ; and instead of giving them lum- 
ber and other such goods for their molasses, 
we should be obliged to give them ready 
money for their’ rum. As the sale of our 
lumber, horses, and such things, even now 
depends entirely upon the courtesy of the go- 
vernors of their sugar islands, we may depend 
upon it, that if our people could take nothing 
but ready money from them in exchange foe 
such goods, no such sale would ever be allowed 
of; such strict injunctions would be sept over 


° 
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that their governors durst never venture to per- 
mit, or even so much as to wink at, any Bri- 
tish ships ever coming into any of their ports, 
and those goods are too bulky to be smuggled 
into any part of the world. 

Since then, Sir, we cannot propose to make 
the cost of the French sugars higher than it is at 
present, let us consider and examine if we 
cannot make the cost of our own sugars less, 
in order thereby to enable our sugar colanies to 
eell their sugars at a lower price, than they 
can possibly do at present; This, Sir, is the 
proper and only consideration for this House 
to enter into. We ought never to make laws, 
for encouraging or enabling our subjects to sell 
the produce or manufacture of their country at 
e high price, but we ought to contrive all ways 
and means for enabling them to sell cheap; for 
in all matters relating to trade, we ought chiefl 
to consider the foreign exportation: and it is 
certain, that at all foreign markets those who 
sell cheapest will carry off the sale, and turn 
all others ont of the trade: We may indeed 
confine our own subjects to the buying of what 
Sugars they bave use for, from our own sugar 
colonies, at any price they please to put upon 
what they have to sell, but we have no power 
over foreigners ; so that unless our sugar plan- 
ters do sell their sugars as cheap as any other 
sogar planters can do, we shall soon lose our 
whole foreign trade as to sugars: And even 
asto oor home trade, our sugar planters must 
ell join together, and consider nicely the home 

. Consumptien, if they have a mind to keep their 
sugars at a much higher price, than what the 


are sold for in other parts of Europe; for if 


they in any one year make more sugars than 
wecan consume at home, it will of course run 
down the price of all their sugars for that year, 
even at home amongst ourselves. Supposing 
that we consume 80,000 hogsheads of sugar 
every year, if they should in any one year send 
home 100,000 hogsheads, the additional 20,000, 
which we have no occasion for, cannot be sent 
abroad, they must be sold amongst ourselves ; 
and the sale of that 20,000 would run down 
the price uf the whole 100,000. So that let us 
put this affair in what shape we will, the me- 
thods ptcbotee by this Bill can never be any 
real relicf to our sugar colonies. 

There are many ways, Sir, for enabling our 
dealers in sugar to sell their sugars at a less 
price, than they can do at present; one me- 
thod the French have long ago chalked aut to 
us, and that only I shall mention at present. 
The French foresaw the great advantage of en- 
couraging their sugar colonies; they knew the 
hardships that ours laboured under, from their 
being obliged to send all their sugars to be un- 
loaded in England, before they could be ex- 
pore to any other part of Europe: They 


new how greatly this enhanced the price of 


our sugars, at all the markets in Europe ; and 
an order to give their sugar colonies an advan- 


tage over ours, they gave them a liberty of 


sending their sugars directly to foreign markets, 
without unloading, or so much as touching at 


goods, the vast quantities of Brin 


any port in France. This is an advantage over 


our sugar colonies, which the French sugar co- 
lonies have enjoyed for several years. Let us 
then fullow the example of our veighboars the 
French; let us at least put our suger colonies 
upon an equal footing with their rivals. This 
will be one great encouragement to them, and 
it is to be hoped, that in the course of this bill, 
a great many others may be thought of, which 
will be real advantages to them, without doing 
any injury to any of ‘our other colonies in that 
part of the world. 
Colonel Bladen spoke next : 


Sir; As the only dispute now is, whether 
this Bill ought: to be committed, IF think the 
gentleman who spoke last, has given = very 
good reason for the committing thereof; he 
said, That some relief ought certainly to be 
given to our sugar colonies, if any such can 
possibly be contrived or thoughton. I believe 
every member of this House ts of the same op- 
nion, and therefore every one must think, that 
the Bill ought to be committed. We shall 
thereby have time to consider and examine all 
the circumstances of so weighty an affair; we 
shall bave time to consult and advise with all 
those of our acquaintance, who understand any 
thing of trade and commerce, by which means 
we may have an opportunity of contriving the 
most proper methods for encouraging and pro- 
moting our sugar trade, without injuring any 
other branch of our trade; and when we are 
in a committee upon the Bill, every member 
will then have an opportunity of offering such 
clauses and amendments as he may then think 
proper: In my opinion, it cannot so mush as 
admit of a debate, whether the Bill is to be 
committed or not. The least delay in this af- 
fair may be the occasion of the lose of the Bill, 
and therefore I am for committing it immedi- 
ately. 


Mr, Oglethorpe spoke next : 


Sir; There never was perhaps before this 
House an affair of greater moment, than the 
affair which is now before us, The whole 
British trade, all our colonies and settlements 
in America, may be ruined and undone, or 
very much encouraged and strengthened by the 
Resolutions we come to upon the present oc- 
casion. Every man who cows any thing of 
the trade and commerce of this nation, knows 
how much the whole i aes upon our colonies 
in the West Indies. Every man may see by 
the accounts that have been laid before us, 
what vast quantities of goods are every year 
A from thence, by the re- rtation of 
whicb we balauce our trade with ost every 
nation in Europe; and I believe I may say, 
that it is owing to this only, that the general 
balance of trade has always continued so much 
in our favour. 

Let us but consider the vast quantities of 

manufac- 
ture and produce, sent from hence 


: < 
to our several settiements in the West Indies; 


f 
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let us but consider what numbers of British 
ships and British seamen are employed in the 


West India trade, and we shall see how much . 


that trade and those ‘settlements ought to be 
the care and the concern of a British parlia- 
ment. 
Our sugar colonies are of great consequence 
to us, and [ join in opinion with those, who 
think that we ought not to leave them ender 
any hardships, or under any distress. Let it 


never be said of a British House of Commons, 


that the distress of any of their fellow-subjects 
wus pointed out to them, and they neglected 
or delayed to do what was in their power for 
their relief: but our other colonies in that part 
of the world, ought also to be considered ; from 
thein we have likewise yearly very large quan- 
tities of goods, such as tobacco, rice, naval 
stores, and the hike, which contribute not a 
little towards preerine the general balance of 
trade in our favour. e ought not to encou- 
rage or raise one colony upon the destruction 
or detriment nf another; much less ought we 
to grant a favour to any subject, or to any par- 


ticular set of people, which may prove to be 


against the public good of the pation in ge- 
neral. 

I am convinced, that some relief, or some 
new encouragement ought to be given to our 
sugar colonies, and I shall readily join in any 
measure for that end, which is not inconsis- 
gent with the public good: but this, Sir, is no 
reason for committing the Bill now before us ; 
for if there is not one clause or one article in it 
' pruper for the purpose for which it was de- 
signed, we cannot properly go into a com- 
mittee upon it; we may in a committee upon 
@ Bill add clauses; we may make amend- 
ments, but-we are not to make a new Bill. 
In such a case the proper method would be, 
to have the present Bill withdrawn, and to 
have a new Bill brought in; and this will be 
a much surer and a speedier method of pro- 
curing relief for our sugar colonies, than by 
sending up 2 Bill ‘to the other House, so irre- 
gular or so improper, that they may find them- 
selves under a necessity of throwing it out, 
or which is much the same, of letting it drop 
in their House, whereby our sugar colonies 
will be obliged to continue for one year more, 
at least, under the hardships and incumbrances, 
which now lie so heavy upon them. This affair 
being therefore of the utmost consequence, 1 
must be of opinion, that it is now too late, 
and the Honse too thin, for entering upon the 
present debate: besides, gentlemen, we ought 
to have a regard to the chair, and not sub- 
ject him to so great and so long a fatigue; 
I must therefore join in the motion that the 
debate may be adjourned till some other day. 


Mr. Giles Erle stood up, and said : 


Sir; As the'great advantage reaped by the 
nation, by any branch of its trade or manu- 
facture, depends upon the exportation; there- 

_when any matter of trade comes to be 
considered in this House, we ought to regard 
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pnly those methods or means, which may tend 
towards the encouraging and premoting the 
exportation of any manufacture: Now as t 
the case before us, if our colonies de not 
their sugars cheaper, or at least as cheap as 
the French, Dutch, or any other nation can 
possibly do, it is certain, that no part of that 
manufacture can possibly be exported to any 
foreign market. I shall therefore be for any 
method that can reasonably be proposed, for 
enabling them to sell cheaper than they do at 
present, but I shall never be for impowering 
them to exact bigher prices from any of their 
fellow-subjects, being convinced, that no laws 
we can make, can oblige foreigners to pay a 
higher price for our sugars, than that for which 
wat palit) day purchase foreign sugars of 
equ ness. e 

Then Mr. Barnard and some other members 
declaring, That they would rather be for have 
ing the Bill committed, than that it should be 
thrown out; because they thought it was ne- 
cessary to do something, this session of parlia- 


‘ment, towards the relief of our sugar colonies ; 


the question was thereupon put for committing 
the Bill, which was agreed to, 2 


- ResoLution or THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED 
TO INSPECT AND SETTLE THE FEES To By 
TAKEN BY THE OFFICERS AND SERVABTS OF 
TRE House or Commons.] Feb. 22. Mr. 
Wyndham reported from the Committee, whe 
were appointed to inspect, and settle, the — 
Fees, to be taken by all the Officers and Ser- 
vants of the House, and to examine what Sa- 
laries or Allowances, they have from the go- 
vernment, the matter, as it appeared to them, 
with the Resolution of the Committee there- 
upon, which they had directed him to report 
to the Honse: and he read the Report in his 
place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
clerk’s table; where the same was rend; and 
the Resolution. of the Committee is, as fol- 
loweth ; viz. 

Resolved, * That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, That all Fees, to be demanded 
or taken by any officer or servant of the 
House, be fixed according to the Rate of the 
List of Fees, entered in the Journals in the 
year 1700; and that Tables of the same, 
being first perused by Mr. Speaker, be 

rinted, and hung up in the Speaker’s cham- 

rs, in the lebby, and in the clerk’s office ; 
and that the clerk take care to renew such | 
printed Tables from time to time, as occasion 
shall require, and to preserve them always fair 
oe le.” To which Resolution the House 


agreed. 

Resolved, nem. con. “ That, if any Officer 
or Servant of this Hoase shal! presume to de- 
mand, or take, any r Fee, than what 
shall be contained in said printed Tables, 
this House will proceed against such officer or 
servant with the utmost severity.” 

Ordered, That the said Resolutions be Stand- - 
ing Orders of the House. oe 
phe Table of Fees, fixed according to the 
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~ pate of the List of Fees, entered in the Journals 


in the year 1700, is, as followeth; viz. 


A TABLE OF FEES, ro sz pemampzp axp | And for preparing the Report, aud 


TAKEN BY THE OFFICERS aND SERVANTS 


or tuk Houss or Commons. 


To Mr. Speaker. 


For every private Bill - - -5 O 

For every private enacting clause the 
same Fee, as fora Bill: 
And, if the Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
oration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
ti double Bills, a double 
ee. o 


_ Ta Mr. Speaker’s Secretary. 


For every private Bill - ° - +0 10 
For every private enacting Clause 
the same Fee, as for a Bill: 

And, if the Bill concerns a ._ 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
called double Bills, a double 

Fee. 

For every Warrant, signed by Mr. 

‘Speaker, for a new Writ, Commit- 

ment, Discharge, or Witness to 

attend -' = - © +010 


To the Clerk, 


r 


To the Clerk. 


For every private Bill : 

For the several Readings- -3 18 

For breviating Amendments, in- 
terlocatory Orders, and other 
proceedings- - - -1 

For the Order of Commitment - 0 

For every private enacting Clause the | 

same Fee, as for a Bill: 

And, if the Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
called double Bills, double 
Fees. 

For every Order, upon Motion, or 
Petition, or Committee appointed 
i private matters, or Copies of 
them, or of Committees in public 
matters, taken out by any person O 6 

For every Order for the Commitment 
or Discharge, of any person- -0O 6 

For Copies of all Petitions, Reports, 
or other matters, out of the Jour- 
nals, if under ten sheets = - 

If above ten sheets, per sheet 

For every search in the Journals 

For Copies of Biils, per sheet - 

Butif for Members- — + 

For ingrossing Bills, per press - 

For every hearing at the bar, from 
each side e - - ° = 


nn 


and the Officers under him. 


fL- 8 d. 


ie) 


oO 


0 


oo 
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For attending Committees of the 
whole Hlouse, or grand Commit- 
tees, in private concerns - -013 4 


transcribing - -0100 
For reading at the table, and entering 
in the Journal, a Report in private 
matters, iflong - - - -0100 
Ifshort - - - + -068 
For swearing every Member without 
and within doors (upon the Clerk 
of the Crown’s Return, upon any 
vacancy) after the sessions begun, 
- and filing the Certificate, and en- 
tering itin the Return Book -!1 5 0 
For the Test, by act of parliament, 
at the table - - - -0 
For swearing every person at the 
table, in order to be naturalized - 0 {3 4 


To the Clerk Assistant. 


For every private Bill - - -10°4 

For evety private enacting clause the 
same Fee, as for a Bill : 

And, if the Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Core 
oration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
called double Bills, a double 


1 0 


Fee. 
For every hearing at the bar, from 
each side - - - - -068 


For attending Committees of the 
whole House, or grand Commit- 
tees, in private concerns - -0 6 8 

For every Order of such Committees 0 5 0 

For reading every Petition in private | 
matters - - - - °0%° 


Lo the Clerk of the Committee of Electvoat. 
For attending the hearing the merits 


of the cause - © 3 ee 
For drawing the Report- - -9 6 
For a fair copy of the-Report, for the ‘ 

chairman - on.e = «0S : 
For each Exhihit - ~ - -0 2 : 
For the Examination of a Witness - 9 ; 


For each Order of the Committee - . 5 


To the Four Clerks without doors, attending 
upon Committees. 


For attending to adjourn a Com- 
mittee upon a private Bill, or Pe- niga 
tiuon - - 2 - 

For attending a Sitting of the Com- 068 
mittee upon such Bill, or Petition . 

For drawing, and transcribing, thé 63 
Report for such Commuttee | © 

And where the Bill, or Petition, 
concerns a County, 
tion, or Body of Peop Pich 
in such like cases (10 ¥ i 
double Fees are paid ¢0 ive 
oficers of the House) oY 

' Fees: 
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For a Summons, for a Witness to at- 
tend a Committee ° - -0 3 6 
For examining a Witness, or taking 
the consent of a party to the pass- 
lingof a Bill - - - +0 
For every Deed, or other Exhibit, 
made use of before the Committee 0 92 0 


To the chief Clerk without doors (being one of 
the four Clerks without doors) who receives 
the Fees and pays them to the Officers of the 
House ; for so doing, 


g 6 


For every private Bill - - -040 0 
For every private enacting Clause 
the same Fee, as for a Bill: 
And if a Bill concerns a County 
or Counties, or Corporation 
or Corporations, or in the 
case of such like Bills, called 
double Bills, a double Fee. 


To the Serjeant, und the Officers under him. 
To the Serjeant. 


For every private Bill - - -1 
Bor every private enacting Clause 
the same. Fee, as for a Bill: 
And, if the Bill concerns a 

County or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
called double Bills, a double 
Fee: 
For taking a Knight into custody -5 0 
For taking a Gentleman into custody 3 6 
‘For every day in custody - -1 0 
From every Knight of the Shire, 
when sworn into the House (upon 
the Clerk of the Crown’s Return, 
Upon any vacancy) after the ses- 


3 0 


oao 


tions begun - - °0 10 
From every Burgess, upon such ya- 
Ccancy e - - - - 0 5 


fom every person sworn at the 
table, in order to be naturalized - 0 12 
or every Counsel pleading at the 
bar, or before any Committee - 0 10 
Or bringing a Criminal to the bar - 0 6 
or riding charges, for every mile - 0 0 


Ooxco Aa S&S >) 


To the Housekeeper. 


For every private Bill - - 


F a Oe 


oF every private enacting clause the 
same ee, as fora Bill : 
And if the Bill concerns a 
unty, or Counties, or Cor- 
poration or Corporations, or 
an the case of such like Bills, 
oa double Bills, a double 
=i every private Committee - 
we ane atthe Bar - 
y Prise discharged 
House - sei a's ee & 
To the Twe Door-heepers. 
every private Bill <@ 8; 


-0O 5 
-0 10 


oR =) 
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private enacting clause the 
same Fee, as for a Bill: | 
And, if the. Bill concerns a 
County or Counties, or Cor- 
ration or Corporations, or 
in the case of such like Bills, 
ealled double Bills, a double 
Fee: 
For attending a hearing at the bar in 
private matters - - - -0 7 
For delivering Papers at the door - 0 5 
Upon the discharge of every prisoner, 
_ toeach - - - ss 
From every Member sworn (upon the 
Clerk of the Crown’s Return, upon . 
any vacancy) after the sessions 
. begun - - - - -9@ § 


To the Four Messengers. . 


02a. 


“For serving any Summons of the 
Ifouse 1n private matters - - 0 
For serving the Orders of Commit- 
tees in private matters - - 0 
For attending a Prisoner, per diem - 0 
For keeping the door at a private 
Committee- .- 2 - =+0 
- Perused by me, 
AR. 


© Aw O 
QO CO @.- 


OnsLow, Speaker. 


Debate in the Lords on the Mutiny Biil.} 
Feb. 24. A Message was brought from the 
Commons, with a Bill intitculed, * An Act for 
punishing Mutiny and Desertion, and for the 
hetter payment of the Army and their quarters ;” 
to which they desire the concurrence of this 
House; Accordingly the said Bill was read the 
‘T'ben the duke of Newcastle moved, 
That the same be read a second time on Tues- 
day next, which occasioned a debate; in which 


~The Farl of Abingdon spoke as follows : 


My Lords, 

Considering that his Majesty has in his 
Speech at the beginning of this session of Par- 
liament assured us, that the public tranquillity 
ig fully established, I cannot think there 1s now 
any use for a Standing Army; and therefore, 
my Lords, I cannot but be against this Bill; 
for L am sure, if we have no use for a Standing 
Army, we have no use for a Bill against Mutiny 
and Desertion, I being therefore against the 
very Bill itself, must be against giving it a se- 
cond reading. Ihave, my Lords, been an eye- 
witness of one Revolution, I hope I shall never 
see another; and therefore I shall always be 
against any measure, which, in my opinion, has 
the least tendency towards bringing about 9 
second. Qut of the respect I have for the il- 
lustrious family now upon the throne, I must 
always beagainst such measures as I did observe — 
to be the forerunners, and the chief causes of 
the last Revolution; and, my Lords, it is well 
known, that the chief cause of the last, was, 
the keeping up of a Standing Army in time of 
peace: such @ step has always, and will for 
ever alienate the hearts of the people from the 


‘King ppon thethrone. By keeping up a Stand 
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Ing Arm in time of peace, the King first loses 
the bears of the people, and after he has once 
lost the hearts of the people, be is then in great 
danger of losing the hearts even of that Army 


in which he puts bis trust, It was, my Lords,- 


a wise and a glorious saying of our great queen 
Elizabeth, when the Spanisb ambassador asked 
her, where her guards were ; that great princess 
pointed to the peuple in the streets, ‘ These, 
* says she, are my guards, my people are all my 
‘ friends.’ Sho, my lords, put her whole trust 
aod her confidence in her people; she always 
continued to do so, and therefore the people 
always continued her friends, and supported 
her against as powerful enemies, both abroad 
and at home, as everany king or queen of Eng- 
land had before or since her time. Thedismal 
effects of the contrary maxims, I was an eye- 
witness to, and therefore I am, and always shall 
be, against keeping up of a Standing Army in 
time of peace. 

Lord De la War said, That whatever rea- 
eons might be offered against the Bill, might be 
properly offered upen the second reading ;_ till 
then it could not be supposed, that their lord- 
ships had fully considered the contents thereo/, 
and therefore he was for ordering it to be read 
a second tine. — 


The Earl of Aylesford spoke next : 

My Lords: ft csanet but be against even 
giving this Bill a second reading, because at 
first view it appears to be for sup 
merous Standing Army io time of peace ; this 
I need not any time to consider of; this ap- 
pears evidently to be the purport and intention 
of the Bill now read to us; and this, my Lords, 
is against the very words of the Petition of 
Right, and alters the very nature of our Con- 
stitution. All the confusions and disorders 


’ that have been brought upon this kingdom for: 


many years, have all been brought upon it by 
the means of Standing Armies: It was, my 
Lords, a Standing Army that took off king 
Charles the first’s head, and turned that very 
Parliament out of doors, which had established 
them, aud the very same Army that had mur- 
' dered the father, restored the son: It was by 

king James the 2nd's aan up a Standing 
Army, that the affections of the people were 
alienated from him ; and by that very Army in 
whom he had put his only trust, he was turned 
out, for by their joining the other side, the 
scales were tarned against him, and he found 
himself at last obliged to succumb under the 
just resentments of an injured people. In this 
country, in every country, way Lord: where 
numerous Standing Armies have been kept up, 
we may find that innumerable evils and strange 
confusions have been brought on bv the means 
of such Armies; and therefore I shall always 

© against giving the least countenance to any 
Bill, that seems to tend towards keeping up a 
Standing Army in the time of peace in this 
country. 


* The Earl of Ilay replied; > - 
My Lords: I am persuaded that shere is not 
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one of your lordships, but thinks, that it is oe 
ritorag to keep up sume troops; we must at 
least keep up a few regular troops for our 
guards and garrisons; granting then thet the 
number necessary to be kept, did not exceed 
500 men, yet ifeven that number be necessary, 
the Bil now brought in is necessary; for witlr 
out such a Bill as 1s now brought an, it would be 
impussible to keep even that rumber, or any 
namber of troops in proper order or discipline ; 
T cannot therefore think, that any of yoar lord- 
ships will be against this Bill entirely. The 
number of troops proposed w be kept op by 
this Bill, may perhaps by sume be tbought too 
large; but that matter cannot properly come 
in to be debated, till we go into a Committee 
upon the Bill, and then, ny Lords, the nomber 
may he reduced, as this House shall think pro- 
per.—It is true, my Lords, that the keeping op 
of a Standing Army in time of peace, without 
consent of Parliament, is against the express 
words of the Petition of Right: But, my Lords 
the very design of this Bull, is to procare that 
consent, without which no Standing Army can 
be legally kept up in this kingdom. This Bull ” 
thereture cannot be contrary to the Petition of 
Right, since it is brought in, in’ complrance 
therewith: Nor can the passing of this Buil 
make any alteration in our constitution: For 
the laws of the kingdom are certainly a past of 
our Constitution, and if this Bill were once 
passed into a law, it will be as much a part of 
our Constitution, as any other jaw that ever 
was made; this indced will be a new law, but 
that can be no argument against ns becoming 
a part of our Constitution ; fur all our laws have 
some time or another been new laws; even 
Magna Charta itself was once a new law ; set 
all of them as soon as they were enacted, be- 
came a part of our Constitution, and still con- 
tinue so, or did continue so, till they were in 
part or in whole altered or repealed. 


The Earl of Strafford spoke next : 


My Lords; It is certainly very necessary for 
us upon occasion of this bill, to take the army 
under our consideration, and to determine what 
number of troops ought to be kept up; be 
cause, my lords, this is the only opportunity #e 
can have of reducing the number allowed of, 
in case we happen to think it too great; and in 
case this Bill goes the length of se Comanittee, I 
shall then take the liberty to declare my seet- 
ments upon that head, Bat, wy lords, I now 
rise up to declare, that I am entirely against 
this Bill or any Mutiny-Bill; because I always 
looked upon it, as setting up & Constitution 
within @ constitution, oF indeed, i 
is, the turning of our civil government isto 
a military government. This, 3t as true, sd 
lords, we may do by & law, amd that ! 
when passed will be a part of our coe 
tion, yet I hope it will not be said, that suc 
an extraordinary law would make mo alteration 
in our constitution. I caunot be of opinion, 
that the keeping up of any regular lated toon 
this kingdom is absolstely Teoresery; 
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granting that it were, I am certain, that in 
order to keep such troops under proper dis- 
cipline, it is not absolutely necessary to have a 
law against mutiny and desertion. I had, my 
lords, the honour to command a regiment of 
dragoons in the reign of king William, which 
was given to me at the time of the siege of 
Namur; and l very well remember, that there 
was not at that time in England any such law, 
as what is now by this Bill to be enacted: We 
had then no such thing as mutiny-bills yearly 
brought in, nor any such Bill passed into a law, 
and yet in those days, we found means to keep 
our reyiments in good order enough, and I be- 
lieve there was as exact discipline observed in 
the regiments then quartered in England, as has 
been observed at any time since. If any of the 
soldiers committed any crime, they were sure 
to be punished, but then they were punished 
accerding to the ancient laws of the kingdom: 
_ The officers took care to deliver them up to the 
civil power, and to see them convicted and 
punished as severely as the laws of their coun- 
try would admit of, which we always fouod was 
‘ sofficient for keeping the men in good order, 
and for making them observe the most exact 
discipliae.—If I were to enter into a particular 
examination of this Bill, I could make strung 
objections against several clauses thereof; I 
shall only mention that of desertion, how un- 
necessary, how cruel is it now in ume of peace, 
to punish that crime with death? In the time 
of war, such a severe punishment was neces- 
sary, it was then just to punish it with death, 
because the deserters were generally at the 
same time guilty of the most heinous treachery; 
they generally ran in to the enemy, and turned 
those arms against their country, which their 
country had put into their hands for its defence. 
But now in time of peace, desertion has no- 
thing ia it of such a heinous nature; if a pvor 
fellow deserts, he runs but from one of our own 
regiments to another; and the cruel treatment 
he meets with fromsome of the officers, may 
often afford him an excuse, if his case be exa- 
mined hy men of humanity and candour. How 
Many poor country-fellows, either out of a 
frolic, or because they have been disobliged or 
slighted by their mistress, go and li-t themselves 
for soldiers? When ‘such a fellow begins to 
cool, he perhaps repents of what he has done, 
and deserts without any other view or design. 
but that of returning home, and following some 
industrious and laborious way of living in his 
own country. Is it not hard, that such a poor 
fellow should be shot fur such a trifling crime? 
The law perhaps may not be executed with 
rigour; that, my lords, may be an excuse for 
the judge, but none for the lawgiver; con- 
sidering that the officers are the sufferers by 
desertion, and also the judges in all tridls of 
that crime, I thiok, my lords, that their not 
executing the law with rigour, is a convincing 
argument, that the pains are too severe; but, 
my lords, as I am against the Bill itself, as well 
as every clause thereof, I am therefore against 
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giving it a second reading, or entering iato the 
consideration of the several clauses o1 it. 

Then the question being put, That the Biil 
he read a second time, it was carried in the 
affirmative. . 7 


Protest against the Mutiny Bill.] “ Dis 
sentient’ — Because we conceive, that no coun” 
tenance ought to be given to any act that may 
possibly lessen the affections of the pe ple to 
the King, they being his surest guard; and we 
apprehend, that the keeping up, in time of 
peace, a greater number of forces than can be 
well governed by the established laws, is incon- 
sistent with the notiun of the government of a 
free people. (Signed, ) Abingdon, Strafford, 

Bristol, Litchtield, Exeter.” 


_ Protest against allowing above 12,000 Men 
Sor the Army.) March 7. The order of the day 
being read for the House to be put into a Com- 
mittee of the whole House upon the Mutiny- 
Bill, and a motion being made, “ That it be an 
Instruction to the Committee, that the number 
of men specified in the said Bill do not exceed 
12,000." After long debate, the question was 
put, whether such no Instruction shall be given 
to the said Committee? it was resolved in the 
negative, Content 27, Not-Content 88. 


“ Dissentient’ Abingdon. 

1. “ Because so great a number of troops 
as is established by this Bill was never al- 
lowed by parliament in time of settled peace, 
and no reasun was given in opposition to the 
instruction but what, we conceive, must equally 
hold good in future times , for when can we hope 
to see a session of parliament opened with more 
satisfactory declarations and stronger as- 
surances of happiness and security, than those 
contained ia his Majesty’s most gracfous speech 
from the throne on the frst day of this session : 
His Majesty is therein pleased to declare, that 
his expectations are fully answered ; that the 
general tranquillity of Europe is restored and 
established ; that the tedious work is perfected 
and finished; that the wounds which have 
been long bleeding are entirely healed ; that 
the national expence will be considerably les- 
sened, and that the nation shall reap the fruits 
of his endeavours. Insuch a situation of af- 
fairs, we conceive, that we could not act con- 
sistently with his Majesty's gracious disposition 
to his people, agreeably to the honour of this 
House, nor with that regard we must always 
have for the liberties of our fellow subjects, 
without endeavouring to reduce the number of 
troops specified io the Bull. 

2. * Because the settled state of affairs at 
home, and the great duty and affection his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects have shewn to hin: on all oc- 
casions, should, in our opinion, be a full an- 
swer to all arguments that can be drawn to 
justify the keepag up so great a number of 
troops from any apprehensions of a Pretender 
to the throne ; or if the present circumstances 
of this nation be compared with the situation 
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of affairs after the treaty of Ryswick or that of 
Utrecht, these kingdems will he found mfinitely 
more secure m that particular. In the firse 
period of time, the late king James was living 
who had an Irsh army in his payin France ; 
many of his old servants and soldiers we.e then 
niive and acuve in England and Scotland: a 
potent prince and nation always supporting 
hin, and ready at any time to arm in his 
cause: As to the second period of time, the 
Pretender was ia the neighbourhoud of France ; 
tha’ French king, who liad maintained him and 
his family, was suil living, and the protestant 


succession had not then taken place ; yet,1in | 


both these points of time, half the number of 
troops allowed hy the present Bill was not only 
thought by parliament, but by experience found 
sulicient for our security; How little founda- 
tion then does there seem to be for continuing 
such a number of forces at this juncture, when 
the Pretender has been long removed beyond 
the Alps, and a prince on the throne of France 
who seems more intentto makehis own do- 
minions flourish by trade, than out of a restless 
ambition to disturb his neizhbours ? Sufficient 
reasons may be drawn from the present situation 
‘of affairs in that kingdom, as well as those of 
‘ Spain, to increase our naval force, but none, in 
our opinion, for maintaining such an army at 
land. The present royal family is now (God 
be praised) firmly seated on the throne, and no- 
thing can shake it, but an administration whieh 
shall venture to depart from the principles on 
which the act of settlement was founded ; that 
settlement was founded on liberty, and, by the 
nature of things,’must be coeval with liberty. 

3. “ Because it has hitherto béen thought 
the havpiness of our situation, as an island, 
that we have not had the same actasion for 
numbers of troops to defend us as those on the 
continent: To prevent the inroad of their 
neighbours, they have been obliged to keep up 
standing armies, which have venerally been the 
cause of the loss of their Jiberties, and always 
proved the sure means of fixing their chains 
upon them. 

4. “ Because we are fully convinced tiat 
his Majesty will reign the more firmly in the 
hearts of all his subjects, the more he places 
his confidence in them; and we conceive it to 
be an indignity to him, to suggest that he can- 
not now he secure on the throne, without the 
assistance of a greater standing force than ever 
his royal father was contented with in times of 
less tranquillity: Although it seemed to be the 
tendency of some arguments used against the 
question, yet we can never be brought to be- 
lieve, that this nation is in danger of being 
over-run by any foreign force; our apprehen- 
sions are, that it only can be ruined and en- 
slaved by a standing army at home; and we 
are justly jealous from the experience of former 
times, that the crown itself, as well as the liber- 
ties of the people, may be found at length to 
be at their disposal. 

Lastly, “« We refer to the four first Reasons 
@encered on our Journals the 24th day of Febru- 
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ary, in the year 1718,® signed by many Lords of 

this House. (Stened) Boyle, Shaftesbury, 

' Foley, Suffuik, Bristol, Maynard, Twee 

dale, Aylesford, Litchfield, Exeter, Cra- 

ven, Tadcaster, Northampton, Bridg- 

water, Thanet, Stratford, Scarsdale, 

Ker, Coventry, Carteret, Batharst, 
Gower, Winchelsea and Nottingham,” 


March 10. The said Bill was read a third 
time, and passed without any amendment. 
, Contents 64, Not-Contents 19. 

Feb. 23. Sir Charles Turner presented the 
| Salt-Bill tothe louse, which was read the first 


| time, and ordered to he read a second time; and 
a motion being tnade for reading ita second time 
on the @nd of March, the same was strenuously 
opposed, as being too short a time for con- 
sidering a Bul of so much consequence; but 
| upon a division, it was carried in the athirma- 
' tive, by 206 against 180. 


Cd 


Debate in the Commons concerning the ere 
| pelling Mr. Robinson, a Member of the 
| House, who together with John Thompson, had 
| fled beyond Sea, on Account of the Charitable 
Corporation.\ The same day Mr. Sandys re- 
ported from the Committee appointed to in- 
quire into the Affair of the Charitable Corpo- 
ration, the result of their Inquiry as to the time, 
' manner, and circumstances of George Robin- 
son, esq. member for Marlow, and Nir. John 


Thompson’s withdrawing themselves beyond the 
seas. Then a debate arose as to expelling 
Mr. Robinson ; many members were for ex- 
pelling hun immediately, because though they 
were to endeavour, by rewards and _punisb- 
ments, to bring him over in order to make a 
discovery, vet they were to have a particular 
regard to theirrown honour: That it was pro- 
| posed to grant him a general indemnity by 
i act of parliament; and putting the case that 
| he thereupon came over, and made as full 
; andasamplea discovery as could be desired, yet 
he would still continue a rogue, notwithstand- 
ing such compliance; and no man of honour 
would keep him company: That therefore i 
would be very improper that he should con- 
tinue a member of that House; and for that 
reason it would be necessary to expel him be 
fore the bringing in of this Bill for a general Io- 
demuity ; for if the bill were once passed, he 
might next minute take the benefit of it, and 
they could not in honour afterwards expel him ; 
because it would be inflicting a punishment 
upon him for a crime, for which he had got an 
indemnity by act of parliament, 

To this it was answered, That it were to be 
wished that the expelling or rot expelling of 
him had not been mentioned: that the only 
thing they had then before them, was to con- 
trive means for prevailing upon him to come 
over and make a discovery of that whole affar : 
That if they should then expel him, it would be 
terrifying him from coming over at the same 
time they were inviting him to come, which 
would bea very inconsistent manner of pro- 
te RR Ae a ST EIT 
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ceeding: That besides it was not regular for 
them to proceed directiy to the expelling of 
him, without giving him time to be heard: 
That by the Report then made to them, there 
was nu crime as yet proved against him; for 
by that Report they could take no notice of 
any thing but his Bankruptcy, and as to that 
be ought at least to have tine to be heard be- 
fore he was expelled: ‘That the honour of the 
House was as much concerned in proceeding 
regularly even against a rogue, as in not sitting 
with a rogue; and therefore they were aguinst 
so abrupt a method of expelling him, 

To this it was replied, That by the Report 
then made to them it appeared, that a statute 
of Bankruptcy had been issued ayainst him; 
and chat thereby his whole Estate real and 
personal, was vested in the commissioners, and 
consequently he could not have the Qualitica- 
tion as to an Estate, that was uecessary for 
every man in order to intitle him to a seat in 
that House: That moreover Ly the Laws re- 
lating to bankrupts, a bankrupt was declared 
to be out of the king’s protecuion; he was in a 
manner a outlaw, apd therefore could not con- 


tinue a member of that House; and for that. 


reason they thought that the bankruptcy alone 
was suflicient ground for the Louse to proceed 
Imimnediateiy to the expelling of him. 

Hiereupon some Members, Barristers at law, 
declared, That the question as tv a man’s be 
ing a bankrupt or not, could not properly come 
before them, more especially before he had 
submitted and acknowledged himself a bank- 
rupt: That a statute of Bankruptcy’s being 
taken out ayainst a man, was no incontro- 
vertible proot of fis being a bankrupt; because 
if upon his petition it should appear that he 
was not a bankrupt, the statute would in that 
case be superseded: They allowed, That by one 
of the laws against bankrupts in queen Eliza- 
beth’s time, a man who was declared a bank- 
rupt according tothat statute, was declared to 
be out of her majesty’s protection; but that 
there had been very few declared bankrupts 
according to that act: That they did not know 
of any one but Mr. Ward of Hackney ;* and 
that therefore no argument could be drawn 
from that statute as to the case in hand. 

Then Mr. Pelhain proposed, That the Bill of 
Indemnity to be brought in as to Robinson, 
should contain an exception as to the privilege 
of his sitting in that House, by which they 
would leave themselves at liberty to act as 
they thought proper, supposing he should ap- 
peer and take the benefit of the indemnity to 

e granted him. 

To this it was objected, That the sending up 
ofsuch a biil to the other House, would be 
giving them a power to intermeddle in an af- 
air relating to the privilege of that House, 
which wag not at all proper to be done, 
therefore it was proposed to have the in- 
_demnicty special ; but this likewise wae objected 
to, as being what would not be effectual tor the 


*® See p. 521. 
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purpose intended, because upon such an in-_ 
demuity it was not to be presumed that Robin- 

son would come over; that he could not be 

thereby secured against parliamentary censures, 

and thercfore he would uever trust to any spe- 

cial indemnity. 


A Bill ordered for the Appearance of George 
Robinson and John Thompson.) Then it was 
ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill 
tur the appearance of George Robinson, esq.; 
at a certain time to be fixed in the bill; and it 
was also ordered, That leave be given to bring 
in a bill to encourage and compel Joha 
Thompson and his accomplices to surrender 
themselves with the books and effects of the 
Corporatioa, at a certain time to be fised in the 
same Hill. 


Debute in the Commons on the Second Read- 
ing of the Salt Duty Bill.) March 2. The 
Sait Duty Bill was, pursuant to the order of the 
day, to have been read the second ume; but 
beiore the reading thereof, 


Mr. William Pulteney stood up, and | spoke 
as follows : 


Sir; By the ancient orders and-methods 
of proceeding in this House, nothing relating 
to the raising of money, or taxing the peuple, 
can properly be brought before us, tllit has 
gone regularly through the Committee of Ways 
and Means. In the Committee of Supply we 
examine every article relating to the public 
service; we settle the several articles, we exa-~ 
mine what sums will be necessary for each arti- 
cle; and we resolve upon granting such sums 
as we then determine to be necessary. In the 
Committee of Ways and Means we take into 
our considerauon those methods, which are 
proposed for raising the sums resolved on in - 
the Committee of Supply, and after we have 
tixed upon those methods which are judged 
most proper, we order a bill or bills to be 
brought in, in pursance of the resolutiuns then 
made; this has been the constant and unin- 
terrupted method of proceeding in ell such 
matters; and thercfore it is certan that no 
bill, relating to the taxing of the people, can be 
regularly brought into this Elouse, till it has 
once been considered of, aud resolved upon in 
the Committee of Ways and Means, When 
this affair about the Salt Duty was brought be- 
fore us in the Cominittce of Ways and Means, 
the only thing that was then thought of, was, 
the laying the same duties upon Salt, as had 
been laid on by the acts of the 5th and 6th aod 
ofthe 9thand 10th years of king Wilham 3, 
and thereupon we came to a resulution for re- 
viving those duties: this was the resolution as 
to the Duty upon Salt we then came to, and in 
pursuance of this resolation a till was -ordered 
to be brought in; but by the bill brought in, as 
pretended, in pursuance of that re~vlution, [ 
find that a great many laws are thereby to be 
revived, which we never so much as thought of, 
or once menuoned in the Committee of Ways 


and Means. 
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_ Besides, Sir, I find that by this Bill there is a 
new tax to be laid upon the people of Great 
Britain; atax I find is by this Bill to be laid 
upon white herrings; and [ am sure there was 
no such tax ever mentioned in the Committee 
of Ways and Means, nor did we come to any 
resolution for laying any such tax upon the 
people of Great Britain. There is not so much 
as one word of herrings, or of any other fish, in 
the resolution we then came to. Since then 
the Bill now before us is no way warranted by 
that resolution, the passing thereof as it now 
stands would be a breaking through the most 
solemn orders of this House, in matters of the 
highest consequence, that of raising money and 
taxing the people of Great Britain; 1 therefore 
think, Sir, that the Bill brought in ought to be 
withdrawn, and this whole affair brought again 
to be considered in the Committee of Ways 
and Means. As we are now more apprized of 
the matter before us, than we were at first, and 
may upon second consideration come to such 
resolutions, as may authorize the bringing in 
and passing of such a Bill as is now betore us, 
without transgressing the ancient orders and 
constant rules of proceeding in matters of so 
great consequence. 


Mr. Scrope answered : 


Sir; The objection that has been made, as 
to order, cannot properly come in to be de- 
bated tll the Bill bas been read, for till then 
we Cannot pretend to be certain of the con- 
tenis; if the honourable gentleman thinks pro- 
per, he may then insist upon his objection; but 
uv my opinion, there is Dot the least foundation 
for such an objection; for when the Bill is 
read, I believe it will appear, that there is no 
law mentioned therein to be revived, but what 
18 generally referred to in the resolution of the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and it has 
always been the practice of this House, to re- 
vive laws bya general reference: There are 
every year soine expired or expiring laws re- 
vived or continued by a general reference to 
them, without particularly and at leugth re- 
- citing every one of them. 


Sir John Rushout replied: 


Sir; As I was from the beginning, so I am 
still against this extraordinary method of raising 
money by laying a duty upon salt; but since 
sucb a method was to be chosen, the regular 
way would have certainly been to have come 
to this downright and plain resolution, That a 
duty of so much per bushel should be laid upon 
all home-inade salt for aterm of three years. 
T now find such a regular and plain resolution 
was not to be made, because in such a case 
there could not have been the least pretence. 
fur not making the duty general ull over the 
United Kingdoms; and therefore to save a part 
of the nation froin the payment of the greatest 
part of this duty, this extraordinary method has 

een taken, which is as inconsistent with the 
ancient method of proceeding 1m parliament, as 
the duty itself is inconsisteut with the freedom 
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or the happiness of the people: But we see the 
consequence ; for by taking this new and er- 
traurdinary method, a blunder was committed 
in the very first formation of the resolution 
which we were to come to; whether that was 
really a blunder, or a design to save some peo- 
ple trom paying any thing towards this tax, I 
shall not pretend to determine; but I would 
have some people to consider, that it is very 
probable this tax may be continued after the 
expiration of this term of three years; and if it 
be, it is not very probable that the indulgesce 
now to be granted, will then be connoucd, 
This blunder or design, be it which it will, in 
the forming of the resolution which we were to 
come to in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
was however accidentally then taken notice of, 
and was aceordingly corrected in the Lest man- 
ner possible; but I wish, Sir, that the gentle- 
men who were then, and seew still to be 20 
fond of this extraordinary method of taxing 
their fellaw subjects, had ‘then hkewise taken 
notice of all the other blunders thut were then 
committed, rather than that the ancient methud 
of proceeding in this House should be altered, 
or that this House should, by such blunders, be 
brought in to do any ching that is irregular 10 
an atfair of so great consequence. 


Mr. Walter Plumer spoke next: 


Sie; When this affair was under our cons+ 
deration in the Committee of Ways and Means, 
there was not certainly any duty or tax men- 
tioned, but those that were laid on by the acts 
of the 5th and 6th, and of the 9th and 10th 
years of the reign of king Wilham: There was 
no other duty so much as menuoned at that 
time, by any gentleman in the Committee ; but 
it appears by thrs Bill now before us, that there 
are ucts of parliament to be revived, by which 
a quite different duty was laid upon the subjects 
of this nation: These acts being repealed, they 
ure now in the same case as if no such acts bad 
ever been made, and therefore the reviving of 
them is the very same thing, as to make a new 
law for the taxing of the people of this nauen; 
and consequently it must be granted, that the 
reviving of them, without having considered 
them in ‘the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and coming to a proper resolution for that pur- 
pose, is: contrary to the constant practice of 
this House, in all matters relating to the ramsing 
of money, or imposing taxes upon those who 
sent us hither, for the preservation of their hi- 
berties and properties, as wellas of uur ows, 
The taxing of the people is an atfair of the 
highest consequence; 0 tax Ought te be 
agreed to, without the most mature delibera- 
tion; and for that reason our foretathers es- 
tablished it as a maxim, never CO Impose any 
tax, without first having it under our conswer- 
tion in the Committee of Ways and Means; 80 
that as long as we observe the ancient orders 
of this House, no tax can ever be imposed, 
without coming several times, under the consi- 
deration of the House; but if we depart but 
one step from this ancient custom, iC will bea 
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most dangerous precedent; we know how easily 
bad precedents are improved upon, and by 
such improvements our constitution may be 
quite overturned: Tbe most heavy taxes may 
come to be the produce of a day, nay the pro- 
duce of a tew hours. 

But, Sir, this is not all; by this extraordi- 
nary Bul, and this satraardiiary method of 
proceeding, there is another dangerous prece- 
dent introduced, another breach of the orders 
of this House committed. Iv all Bills by 
which the people of this realm are subjected to 
any penalties or forfeitures, it is the ancient 
and the known practice of this House, to leave 
blanks for such penalties and forfeitures in 
the first draught of the Bill, which blanks are 
never filled up till the affair comes before the 
House in a grand Committee upon the Bill: It 
must be twice read and considered before such 
blanks are filled up, and a considerable time 
must intervene between thie first reading of the 
Bill, and the filling up of such blanks, in which 


time every member has an opportunity to con-. 


sider the affair, to consult with others, and to 
determine whether it be consistent with the 
liberties of the people, to subject them to any 
penalties or forfeitures in such cases, and to 
what penalties or forfeitures it may be proper 
to make them liable. This is a wise and a ne- 
cessary precautiun, and ought not to be depart- 
ed from upon any account whatsoever: But in 
the case now before us, we are to revive seve- 
‘ral laws, which is the same thing as to make 
new laws, by which the people are subjected 
to many and grievous penalties and forfeitures, 
without giving ourselves any opportunity to 
consider of such penalties and forfeitures when 
this Bill comes hefore us in a Committee; be- 
cause all the penalties and forfeitures are 
already filled up in tue laws referred to and 
to be revived by this Bill as it now stands. The 
Circumstances of things and of countries alter 
every day; those penalties and forfeitures, to 
which the people were subject by thuse laws 
‘while subsisting, may now be extravagant, may 
now be absolucely inconsistent with the freedoin 
of the peuple, though they were not so when 
those laws were first made; and therefore 
there having been once such penalties and for- 
feitures established, cannot afford us the feast 
pretence for departing from an ancient custom, 
which has been so long observed, and has 
always heen deemed absolutely necessary for 
the Preservation of the liberties and privileges 
of this nation. For which reason, Sir, I shall 
be for the withdrawing of this Bill, and resum- 
ing the consideration of this affair in the Com- 
mittee of ways and means. 


Sir Robert Walpole made the following An- 


swer: 
have been long accnstomed to be affronted 
rae ee both’ within doors and without; 
se “hile my intentions are good, while my 
ze ea : to serve my country to the best of 
| y ane edge, and to the utmost of my power, 
ways disregard the reflections that are 


PARL. HISTORY, 5 Geoncs Il. 1732.—on the Salt Duty Bill. 


(lois 


thrown out by those, whose sentiments or views 
may be different from mine. Gentlemen may 
talk which way they please abouc blunders, but 
there was no blunder, nor any bad design in 
the first or second draught of the resolution 
passed in the Committee of ways and means, 
nor in the drawing, up of the Bill which has 
been brought in, in pursuance of that resolu- 
tion: Even by the first draught of that reso- 
lution, there was no partof the nation, but 
what was subjected to the duties proposed ‘to 
be laid upon salt: There were some doubts 
then started, which were, in my opinion, with- 
out any foundation: However, to satisfy those 
geatlernen who had raised such doubts, some 
words were immediately added, which, accord- 
ing to their own confession, put the matter out 
of dispute: And even the case which is now 


pretended to be a blunder, was under conside- _ 


ration, and the words of the resolution were 


concerted so as to prevent this, or any reason- 


able exceptions being taken to the Bill when it 
should be brought in. The words of the Re- 
solution we came to in the Committee of ways 
and means .were, ‘That towards raising the 
‘Supply granted to, bis Majesty, the several 
* duties on home-made salt, granted to the late 
‘king William and queen Mary, by anact of 
‘the 5th and 6th years of their reign, for a 
‘term of years, and afterwards made perpe- 
“tual; and also the additional duties on salt, 
‘granted by an actof the 9th and 10th years 
‘ of his said late Majesty king William, and all 
‘the duties chargeable on home-made salt in 
‘Great Britain, which by an act of the 3d 
‘year of his present Majesty’s reign ceased 
‘ and determined on the 25th day of December 
© 1730, be revived and granted to his Majesty, 
‘ his heirs and successors, for the term of three 
‘ years, from the 25th of March next, 1732.’ 
T really should be glad to know what words are 
wanting in this resolution ; for my own part, ¥ 
canpot imagine any ove word to be wanting, 
unless it be the word and, before the word which 5) 
but the leaving out even of this word and was no 
blunder; even that word was then under our 
consideration, and it was judged, tbat it was 
better to leave it out. 


I am sure, Sir, that there is no man but must - 


upon the reading over of that resolution con- 
clude, that it refers to all and every one of the 
acts any way relating to the salt-duty, which 
were repealed by the said act of the Sd year 
of his present Majesty’s reign. ‘The two acts 
of king William and queen Mary’s, and of 
king William’s reign, which are there particu- 
larly mentioned, were the only two acts of all 
those that are to be revived, by which any tax 
orduty was laid upon the subject. Ie had in- 
deed been discovered, that by means of the 
drawbacks which were allowed upon the ex- 
portation of herrings, a great many frauds had 
been committed, and the public had been 
cheated out of very large sums of money; and 
therefore it was afterwards found necessary to 
take off those duties which by those laws in 


king William’s time were paid upon all salt - . 
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used in the curing of white herrings; and the 
same were accordigly taken olf, by an act of 
the 8th of the late king, and a proportionable 
duty was thereby laid upon white herrings cured 
with salt for home consumption: But is it not 
plain that this was no new duty? it was no 
new tax laid upon the people; it was only a 
new method of raising the duty upon such salt 
as shpuld be thereafter made use of in salting 
of herrings, and therefore it was applied tu 
the same purposes, to which the duties upun 
salt had been before applied; it was not look- 
ed on as a new fund, nor was it applicd to any 
new purposes; nay it was so much looked on 
asa duty still remaining upon salt, that when 
the act was made for abolishing the duties 
upon salt, this duty upon herrings was not so 
much as mentioned in the act; and yet by 
thac act this duty ceased and was abolished as 
weil as allthe other dunes upoa salt. It is 
theretore plain we do not transgress the orders 
of this House, or the ancient method of pro- 
ceeding with respect to taxes; there 1s no tax 
by this Billto be laid upon the people, but 
what was under our consideration in the Com- 
mittee of Supply, and’ particularly referred to 
4 the resolution then made. 

As to the other acts which are to be revi- 
ved by the bill now before us, they were all 
made for the more regular raising of that duty, 
which had been laid on by the said two acts of 
the 5th and Gth of William and Mary, and the 
9th and 10thof William, and for preventing the 
frauds which might be committed with relation 
thereunto. When we were in the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and had had the reviving of 
those duties under our consideration, could any 
gman then imagine that we were to revive those 
duties, and yet not revive all those laws, which 
bad been made tor the regular and fair raising 
of them? No man could form to himself such 
an absurd imagination. These laws were all 
repealed by the act of the third of bis present 
Majesty, and as that act is particularly men- 
tioned in the resolution we cane to, therefore 
we must grant that every one of the laws men- 
tioned in this bill to be revived are generally 
referred to in that resolution. The very nature 


of the thing itself, as well as this general reter- | 


ence, brought-every one of those laws necessa- 
rily under our consideration; and it is certain 


that if any of us had had any objectivn to the | 


reviving of thuse laws, such objection would 


then have been started, and would have been — 


fully considered; but no reasonable objection 


could then, or can now be made to the reviving of | 


any of them, or of any part of uny of them. 
Surely no man will say, that it was necessary to 
mention particularly every one of those laws in 
the resolution we then came to; it was certainly 


enough to refer to them: in general as repealed. 


by the act of the third year of his present Ma- 
jesty ; such references are frequent in the reso- 
Jutions of this House ; it is what is done every 
ae with regard to the Malt-tax, and yet the 

alt-tax act of the preceding year, is as 
youch a dead law, befure the new one takes 


PARL. HISTORY, 5 Grorce II. 1732.— Debate tn the Commons 


ge Sp 
m-_— _— 
. 


[1020 


place, as avy law whatever. Every act chat 
ever was passed in this House for raising the 
Malt-tax, 1s in every clause thereof as much a 
new law as any act that is by this bill to 
be revived, and therefure it cannot be said that 
there 1s any law now to be revived, but what 
was under our consideration iv the Committee 
of Supply, and is as much referred to by the 
resolution we then came to, as is usual iu soch 
cases, accurding to the ancieut method of pro- 
ceeaing in all such affairs. : 

Even as to laws infiicting pains and penal- 
ties upon the subject, we know, that it is the 
common practice of this House to revive such 
laws by a general resolution; it is practised 
every year; laws expiring or expired are con- 
tinued or revived by geveral resolutions aod 
geveral clauses, without any new recital of tie 
whole act so to be continucd or revised, or 
leaving the penalties biank to be filled up whea 
the House goes into a committee upon the bill 
waich is brought in for the conunuing or reviv- 
ing of such laws: there are, I believe, Sir, a 
hundred such precedents is the journals of this 
House. Tbe making of a gener recital of the 
laws to be revived by this Bull, is only making a 
short Bill in place of a bovk as large as the land- 
tax Bill. In my opinion, there was not an ab- 
solute necessity even to have mentioned in this 
Bill every law that was to be thereby revived; 
a general revival of all the laws repealed bs the 
act of the third of his present Majesty would 
have been enough; even such a general revival 
would nor have been contrary to any of the or- 
ders of this House; but it was thought proper 
to mention every law particularly, that vo man 
might have it.to say, that he was catched, or 
that any thing was secretly foisted in, or incle- 
ded under the general words of the Bill, which 
was not under consideration at the time the Bil 
was passed. 


' 


| 


Sir Wiliam Wyndham spoke next. 


Sir, 

As tu this Tax upon Salt, I must still say, 
that I cannot but look upon it as a very great 
| grievance upon the poor of this nation. The 
| poorest labourer consumes for his own per 
sonal use as much, nay more Salt than any mem 
| ber of this House, or any rich man in the na- 
, tion, and therefure we must reckon that the 
poor pay as much as the rich: there are but 
very few of the poor labourers and tradesmen 
that live in the families of those that employ 
them, they generally live upon the daily wages 
they receive, and itis very hard to make sucha 
poor man pay out of the poor pitranee of wages 
he receives for bis daily support, as much to- 
wards the public expence, as is paid by the 
richest man in the nation. We ougbr, Sir, 0 
cousider, that by taking from the rich, we ooly 
diminish their luxury, but by squeezing trom 
the poor, we increase their misery. This, Sit, 
must be a moving consideration to every man 
that has any bowels of compassion towards lus 

fellow-creatures. 
But, Sir, besides oppressing the poor, we are 


* sti 


x 
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now, I find, to overturn the method of pro- 
ceeding always observed in this House in the 
like cases. This, Sir, is of the utmost conse- 
quence to the very being of our constitution, 
The ancient orders of this House ought most 
punctually to be observed. Some of them 
may perhaps seem to be of little consequence : 
But if we fall into a way of breaking throuch 
them upon slight occasions we shall soon fall 
into confusion ; then indeed we may probably 
discover, that those orders which we now think 
to be trivial, were of the utmost consequence ; 
but then it will be too Jate. I am really sur- 
prised to hear it said, that a tax upon white 
herrings is a tax upon salt: We may as well 
‘gay, that a duty upon fish, 1s a duty upon flesh, 
or that fish is flesh: And if we once come to 
give such a blind and iroplicit assent to the dic- 
tates or assertions of any man breathing, we 
may have freedom, we may have liberty, but I 
am sure it cannot then be said, that we make 
any: use of the freedom we enjoy. We may 
perhaps now agree to this odd proposition, that 
a duty upon fish is aduty upon salt; but I am 
-sure this House was ofa diflerent opinion when 
this duty was taken off of the salt, and laid upon 
white herrings ; it was then looked upon asa 
quite different duty, and therefore the laying on 
of this duty upon white herrings, was first taken 
into consideration in the Committee of ways 
and means, and a resolution was there made 
tor the laying on of this duty upon white her- 
rings cured tur home-consumption, in the place 
‘of the duty that had been before laid upon the 
sale with which they were cured. If it had not 
then been looked on as a different duty, there 
was no necessity for having taken it into our 
consideration in the Committee for ways and 
means, or for our having made a ftesolution in 
that Committee before any bill could be brought 
in for that purpose. 
'_ But it seems, Sir, this tax upon herrings, or 
the tax upon salt, has since that time changed 
its nature; fora bill I find is now brought in 
for reviving the duty upon white herrings, in 
Pursuance of a resolution of the Committee of 
ways and means for reviving the duties upon 
talt, laid on by two acts, in that resolution par- 
etepeda mentioned; in neither of which is 
ei coe mentioned of any duty upon 
che errings: This pretence might perhaps 
nether of some shew of reason, if 
Hs a of these acts had been mentioned ; if 
ral dati in general resolved to revive the seve- 
of the Sir home-made salt, which by an act 
andd f his present Majesty's reign ceased 
etermined, sucha general resolution might 
save perhaps afforded ¢ f oe 
ing this ae A ed some pretence for reviv 
at case a upon white herrings, but even in 
ame one: fo pretence would have been a very 
errings anys In order to inclade this tax upon 
ill more te to have made our resolution 
to revive the eral; we ought to have resolved, 
the $d 4 Peebles duties which by the act of 
mined, witha ceased and de- 
ome-made S ne Inserting of those words, 
alt;’ for by the inserting of 


clog 


those words, we confined the gencral reference 
after-mentioned to the duties on home-made 
salt only, and by the inserting particularly those 
laws of king William’s reign, we still more 
strongly confined ourselves to those duties, even 
on home-mede salt, which were laid on by 
those two acts only: If there had been any ad- 
ditional duty laid even upon salt by any other 
act, surely no man will say, that by our resolu- 
tion, such a duty could have been revived, 
though the same had ceased and determined by 
the act of the 3d of his present Majesty. Nor 
is it any argument for proving this duty upon 
fish, to be aduty upon salt, that it ceased and 
determined by the same law by which the duties 
upon salt were taken off, though in that law 
there was no mention ‘made of the duty upon 
white herrings; because by the very act which 
establishes this duty upon white herrings, there 
is an express provision, that this duty upon 
herrings should cease and determine as soon as 
the duty upon salt should be taken off, or in 
proportion, in case any part of the duty upon 
salt should be taken off, as-every gentleman 
may see who has a mind to peruse the act of 
the 8th of his late Majesty, by which this duty 
upon herrings was first established, . 

Tt has been pretended, that Precedents may 
be found in the Journals of this House for war- 
ranting the method of reviving laws, which is 
now contended for; I do not believe that any 
such precedent can be found. An obsolete law 
may without doubt be revived by a new law. 
A law repealed may be revived, by repealing of 
that law, by which it was repealed: But I do 
not believe, that ever any law was revived, till 
after the House had taken such law particularly 
into their consideratioh in some sort of Com- 
mittee or another. The expired or expiring 
laws are never revived or continued till they | 


shave been severally and particularly examined 


and considered of in a Committee, and a parti- 
cular resolution made as to each: Do not we 
every year name a Committee for inspecting 
into the laws expired or near expiring, and for 
considering which of them, and what parts of 
each, are fit to be revived or continued? Does 
not that Committee examiue every one of them 
particularly, and come to a resolution upon 
each law by itself? Are not those resolutions 
reported to the House? Then the House takes 
every one of those Resolutions separately into 
consideration, and orders a hill or bills to be 
brought in, in pursuance of such of the resola- 
tions as are agreed unto by the House. Every 
member of this House knows that this is the 
constant method of continuing or reviving the 
laws that are expiring or expired, And is not 
this directly contrary to the method we are now 
about? Can anv man say, that any one of the 
laws to be revived by this Bill, was ever taken 
into consideration by any Committee of this 
IIouse, or that any resolution has been made 
and agreed to for reviving all or uny one of 
them ? There was not so much as one of them 
mentioned in the Committee of Ways arid 
Means, when we had the reviving of the duties 
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spon salt uhder our consideration. They are 
neither generally nor particularly referred to in 
the Resolution we then came to. 
Resolution, there is not so much as one word 


mentioned of the reviving any law whatever; 


we resolved only upon uve of the duties, 
we did not so much as think o 

the laws relating to the collecting of such duties. 
That oaght to have been the affair of another 


day; we ought to have taken every one of 


chem separately into our consideration, in order 
«0 have determined which of them were proper 

to have been revived; and we ouglit to have 
come to a particular Resolution as to each; and 
then in pursuance of all thuse Resolutions, such 
a Bill as the present might have been regularly 
brought in. 


‘As to the Malt-Tax-Bill, there is no sort of 


parallel. It istrue, the Malt-Tax-Act of the 
preceding year must certainly beexpired before 
the new one can take place ; but while the new 
Bill is under the consideration of the House, 
the old is subsisting : yet e.en in that case we 
do not lay any tax upon the subject, till it bas 
been particularly before us in the Committee 
of Waysand. Means. We there take all the 
duties laid on bv the former Bill particularly into 
our consideration, and the resolution we always 
come to is, that the same duties shall be raised 
upon malt, &c. which were raised by such a 
former.act, particularly therein referred to ; 
upon this resolution a new Bill is brought in 
for continuing the same duties: this new Bill is 
indeed generally much the same with the for- 
mer; but in this case there is no repealed or 
expired law revived : The Bill is entirely new, 
and whatever penalties or forfeitures are there- 
by to beinflicted upon the subject, left blank to 
be filled up when the House goes into a Com- 
mittge upon the Bill: the same penalties are 
indeed generally filled wp, but not till the 
House has an opportunity to examine them in 
a Committee upon the Bill: this shews that the 
method of proceeding as to the Malt-Tax-Bill 
can be no precedent, nor any authority for the 
- Bill now before us, by which a great many 
laws are to be revived, which were oever in- 
spected or considered by any committee of 
is House, Penalties are to beinflicted upon 
the subject, without leaving itin the power of 
the House to examive them when they go into 
a Committee upon the Bill; and a tax is to be 
laid upon the subject, without its baving been 
considered of, or resolved upon in the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means. 

I would be glad te know how it was possible 
for any member of this House, when we were 
in the Committee of Ways and Means, to make 
any objection against any of those laws which 
are by this Bill te berevived: There was not 
one of them so much as mentioned at that 
time ; no man proposed the reviving of any one 
of them ; how then was it possible to start any 
objection thereunto? I believe tll this . Bill 
was brought in, no man dreamed of such laws 
being to be revived ; and now it is too late to 
make any objections ; this Bill will be passed, 
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before any man can bave to peruse and consider 
all those laws that are thereby to be revived ; 
this alone may shew the irregularity and incon- 
venience of tke present method of proceeding : 
this shews what a aangercus precedent we are 
about to make for those that come after us: A 
precedent, Sir, that will be an eternal reproach 
upon this session of Parliament, and a_prece- 
dent that our latest posterity will have cause to 
complain of, 
Mr. Clayton said : 
Sir; 

_ I shall take notice only of one thing relat- 
ing to the debate. It is well known, that upon 
the death of every King, all thuse duties which 
had been granted for the support of the civil 
list, expired of course, and are in the case as 
if no such duties had ever been granted : and 
yet the very first parliament next after the ac- 
cession of a successor, those very duties ure all 
revived, and are settled upon the successor, 
for his life, by a general Bill: it is no way 
thought necessary to bring in a particular Bill 
for every duty that is thento be revived. This, 
Sir, is an argument for the present method of 
proceeding, to which I defy any man to givea 
sufficient answer. | 


Mr. Walter Plumer stood up, and said: 


Sir; From this very debate it appears plain 
tome, that we are in some doubt, whether we 
are regular in our present method of proceeding 
ornot; [am persuaded that if there was no 
plausible reason for suspecting the regularity 
and order of our proceedings asto the Bill now 
before us, the right honourable member on the 
floor would nothave taken so much pains to 
explain the case to us; and I must think, 
Sir, that in an affair of so great consequence, 
an affair of as great consequence as any that 
ever did, or ever can come before this House, 
the least doubt as to the regularity of our 
proceedings, the least suspicion of our being 
got into any methed contrary to the ac 
cient orders of this House, ought to be a 
sufficient and a prevailing argument for the with- 
drawing of this Bill, and for our resuming the 
consideration of this affair, in the Committee of 
Ways and Means. It isno scandal, Sir, for os, 
or for any map to own that he has been io a 
mistake : the wisest men are not infallible ; Lut 
for men to persist in a mistake, after it is dis- 
covered, or even after they beginto doubt whe- 
ther they are in a mistake or no, does not sa- 
vour much of wisdom, more especially in an 
affair which may be so easily rectified. This 
session of parliament must continue sitting for 
some considerable time as yet: and as we 
have time enough, I can see nu reason why 
this affair may not be brought cgain bejore the 
committee of ways and means, where all mis- 
takes, if any be, may Le corrected, and even all 
future doubts or disputes, as to regularity and 
method, may be obviated. 

As to what the worthy member who spoke 
last observed about the Civil List duties, # 
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must be granted, that they expire at the death 
of every King; and, Sir, it must likewise he 
granted, that since the first establishment of 
such duties, they have all been most punctually 
revived by the very first parliament after the 
accession of the next successor. But in what 
saanner? Why, Sir, by the House’s taking 
them one by one under consideration ina Com- 
mittee, and coming to a particular resolution as 
to every one: Then indeed one general Bill is 
padered | to be brought in, in porsuance of all these 
particular resolutions: But is not this, Sir, a 
method of proceeding quite different from the 
method we are now in? If those Civil List 
Duties had ever been revived by a general re- 
solution, aod a great many expired or repealed 
penal laws, relating to the cullecting of them, 
revived hy a general reference in the new Bill, 
without being mentioned io the resolution of 
the Committee, then an argument might have 
been from thence drawn for the regularity of 
our present tnethod of proceeding; but as there 
never was any such thing pretended to be done 
in the reviving of those Civil List Duties, I am 
of opinion, that the usual method of proceed- 
ing with respect to the revival of them, is a very 
strong argument against the reyularity of the 
method we are now in, with respect to this fa- 
vourite scheme of reviving the duties upon salt. 
And thus, Sir, I hope, I have given a sufficient 
answer to the argument made use of by the 
entleman who spoke last. But, Sir, as to the 
duty itself, I am surprized that there should be 
any farther dispute about it, for it really appears 
to me, that every man in this House is against 
‘it: Even of those who at first seemed to be for 
it some have since acknowledged, that it will be 
an intolerable grievance upon the people in 
Scotland; and the rest have acknowledged, 
that it will be liable to a great many frauds: 
Sir, I cannot think that any man, who thinks 
this duty an intolerable grievance upon Scot- 
land, will be for reviving it; and we have 
so many fraudulent practices already i this 
kingdom, that I cannot think any man will be 
for reviving a duty which he thinks will increase 
them. At this rate, Sir, I cannot really per- 
ceive that any man in this [couse is for the 
duty; why therefore should we dispute any 
longer about the method of reviving this duty, 
since every man, that has spoke in the debate, 
has given a good reason for bis being against 
the daty itself? 

This debate being over, the Bill was read a 
second time, and a mation being made for the 
Committing thereof, and the question being put, 
it was carried in the affirmative, by 209 against 
154; and it was resolved, That the House 
would resolve itself into a Committee of the 
whole House, upon the said Bill, on the 8th 
instant. 


A Bill ‘ For securing the Freedom of Par- 
$ liaments’ brought into the Commons.] March 
7. Mr. Rolle presented, according to order, a 
Bill, for aanending and making more effectual 
an act made in the Oth 


year of the reiga of 
Von. VIL = 
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queen Anne, intitled, ‘ An Act for securing the 
‘ Freedom of Parliaments, by the farther Quali- 
‘ fying the Members to sit in the House of 
‘Commons;’ which was read the first, and. 
ordered to be read a second time. 

The same day, two Bills were brought in, re- 
lating to George Robinson and John Thompson, 
pursuant to an order of the 25th of February, 
which were hoth read twice and committed: I¢ 
was also ordered, That the Committee do make 
the said two Bills into one. 

March 13. The Bill against George Robin- 
son and John Thompson was read a third time, 
and sent ap to the Lords, where it passed very 
speedily, and un the 20th instant had the royal 
assent. 


REPoRT PROM THE COMMITTEE TO WHOM 
THE Books, INSTRUMENTS, AND PaPERS RE-. 
LATING TO THE SaLz OF THE Estate OF JaMES 
LATE Eart oF DERWENTWATER WERE RE= 
FERRED.}] Lord Gage reported from the Come 
mittee, to whom all the Books, Instruments, and 
Papers, relating to the Sale of the Estate of 
James, late earl of Derwentwater,* which have 
been presented to the House, pursuant to their 
orders, were referred; that the Committee had 


* « Another, but a more daring bare-faced 
instance of the abuse of parliamentary confi- 
dence, happened to be discovered this session, 
by the unwearied application of lord Gage. 
He had, before he was made a nobleman, been 
a Roman Catholic, which threw him into some 
connections with those families. Certain com- 
missioners were appoiuted to sell the English 
estates forfeited by the rebellion of the year 
1715, and among others the forteited reversion 
of one that had belonged to the Derwentwater 
family, which actually brought in near 8,000. 
a year, and was improvealle to 9,000/. The 
commissioners employed in the sale of this ree 
version were sir John Files, sir Thomas Hales, 
serjeant Birch, and Dennis Bond, esq. Birch 
and Bond were men of business, knowing in the 
ways of life, and therefore in person attended 
all the transactions of the commissioners, of 
whom four were a quorum. The other two 
being really, or affecting to be, less conversant 
in the matters of the commission, by an unac- 
countable and indeed criminal indolence, sel- 
dom attended the office upon business; but 
when they did not attend, they empowered one 
Allen, who was secretary to tl.e commissioners, 
to sign their names and affix their seals to all 
bargains, contracts, orders and other papers. 
By a particular management, this sale was held 
in so clandestine a manner, though publicly ad- 
vertised, that none appeared to bid but one 
Mr. Smith, who bought the reversion at the 
easy rate of 1,000/. At the time of this sale, 
the eldest son of the late earl of Derwentwater, 
who was but a stripling, was in a languishing 
state of health; and he actually dying soon 
after, the estate came to Smith and his asso 
ciates, who had been concerned in the manages 
ment of the sale; because Charles Ratclide, 

3U 
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examined the said Books, Instruments, and 
' Papers, and had agreed vpon a Report, which 
they had directed bim to make: and he read 
the Report in his place, and afterwards de- 


livered it in at the Clerk’s table. The said Re- 
port was as follows: 


REPORT From tras ComMMITTEE TO WHOM ALL 
THE Books, INsTRUMENTS, AND PaPEns, 
RELATING TO THE SaLE OF THE ESTATE OF 
JaMES LaTE Eart or DernwentwarTerR, 
WERE REFERRED. 


. The Committee, to whom all the Books, In- 
struments,and Papers, relating to the sale ot the 
estate of James late earl of Derwentwater were 
referred, pursuant to the order of the House, 
have examined the said Books, Instruments, 
and papers. 

Befure your Committee entered into their 
éxamination they perused the act of parliament 
pa in the ist year of the reign of his late 

Tajesty king George, intituled, ‘ An act for 
‘appointing commissioners to inquire into 
“the estates of certain traitors and of popish 
‘ recusants, and of estates given to su- 
¢ perstitious uses, in order to raise money out 
* of them severally for the use of the public :’ 
And also, the act passed in the 4th year of his 
said late Majesty’s reign, intituled, * An Act 
* for vesting the forfeited estates in Great Bri- 
“tain and Ireland in Trustees, to be sold for 
* the use of the public; and for giving relief te 
‘lawful creditors, by determining the claims; 
‘and for more effectual bringing into the res- 
* pective Exchequers, the rents and profits of 
* the said estates, till sold.’ » 

. By the first of which acts it was enacted, 
«¢ That all'estates of what nature or kind soever, 
whereof any person or persons attainted of high 
treason since the 24th of June, 1715, and be- 
fore the 24th of June, 1718, for crimes com- 
mitted before the 1st of June, 1716; was, were, 
. or should be seized or possessed of, in his, her, 
or their own right, or to his, her, or their own 
use, or whereof any other person, or persons, 
was, were, or should be pnssessed of, or inter- 
ested in, or to the use of or in trust for them or 
any of them on the said 4th of June, 1715, or 


brother to the earl of Derwentwater, and next 
heir, was forfeited, and therefore cou!d not enjoy. 

‘This event, however, opened both the eyes 
and mouths of the world; and by the indeta- 
tigable pains which lord Gage took, the whole 
smystery of iniquity was traced through all its 
dabyrinths. Birch and Bond, who were mem- 
bers, were expelled the House; sir John Eyles 
evas reprimanded by the Speaker; and lord 
Gage had the thanks of the House in a very 
elegant speech from the chair; and the whole 
éransaction was declared to be void, because it 
eppeared that only Bond and Birch were pre- 
sent, and the names of the other two commis- 
sioners were signed, and their seals affixed by 
Allen, or some inferior clerk of the commis- 
gioners.” Tindal. 
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at any time afterwards, should be forfeited to, 
and vested in bis said late Majesty, his heirs, and 
successors, and were declared to be so vested, 
according to the several and respective estates 
and interests, which the said persons attainted, 
or to be attainted, or any in trast for them, or 
any of them, had or should bave thereiu, for the 
use of the public. 

‘¢ And to the end that all the estates so vest- 
ed might be better discovered and ascertained, 
commissioners were appointed by the said act 
for inquiring into all such estates, and to receive 


-| and allow the claims made, within the times 


thereby appointed, of ali and every person and 
persons (other than the forfeiting persons, or 
those in trust: for them) having any estate, 
right, title, or interest, in law or equity, is, to, 
out of, or upon, any of the estates so vested iv 
his said late Majesty. 

“ By the other act of the 4th year of his late 
Majesty’s reign, all estates which by the former 
act were vested or iniended to be vested in hs 
said late Majesty, his heirs, and successors, were 
vested in thirteen commissioners and trustees 
therein named according to the several estates 
and interests vested or intended to be vested ia 
his said late Majesty by the former act, to theend 
the same might be bargained, sold, disposed of, 
and applied, by the said trustees, and the sr- 
vivors of them, to and for the uses in the said 
act mentioned and declared. 

“ And the said commissioners and trustees, 
or any four of them, were thereby declared s 
Court of Record; and they, or any four of 
them, were enabled and required to sel] all and 
singular the estates and interests vested in 
them (after such claims allowed, asin the said ect 
prescribed) as soon after the 25th day of March, 
1718, as conveniently might be, to any person 
or persons being Protestants, bodies politic of 
corporate (other than the said commissioners 
and trustees, or their officers, or others in trust 
for them, or any of them) and, in order thereto, 
should cause public notice to be given, by tbe 
space of fifteen days at least, of the time and 
place, when and where they intended to begia 
to expose to sale any part of such premisses; 
and at such appointed time should expose the 
same to sale, in such parts or proportions, as 
the said commissioners and trustees, or any 
four of them, should think convenient, by cant 
or auction; and the person or persons, who 
thereupon should bid most for the same, above 
the price set thereon, should be deemed the pure 
chaser or purchasers thereof; andthe said come 
nissioners and trustees, or any four of them, 
should immediately upon every such sale or con- 
tract cause an entry to be made in their books of 
all and every the particular estates so sold and 
contracted for, and what estate and interest the 
sold therein; and for the satisfaction of suc 
buyers or contractors, if they should insist 
thereupon, the said commissioners and trustees, 
or any four of them, should give a note in writ- 
ing, under their hands and seals, unto the seve- 
ral buyers, expressing the particulars by them 
bought, for what estate or intefest therein, whe 
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price, and the time of such sale or contract, 
and thereupon such buyers should pay the price 
agreed on into the Exchequer, at the time such 
commissioners or trustees, or any four of them, 
sbould appoint; and they, or any four of them, 
being certified of the payment thereof, should 
execute an indenture or contract of bargain 
acd sale, of the parcels so bought and paid for, 
as aforesaid, to every such buyer or buyers 
thereof, for such estate or interest therein, as 
the said comonissioners and trustees, or any 
four of them, should contract to sell; which in- 
denture or contract being inrolled, as the said 
act directed, every such purchaser or purchasers, 
their heirs, successors, executors, administra- 
tors, or assigns should hold and enjoy such es- 
tate and. interest, as should be conveyed to 
‘them by the said commissioners and trustees, 
or any four of them, freed and discharged from 
all claims aod demands of his said late Ma- 
jesty, his heirs, and successors, and of the said 
commissioners and trustees, their heirs, exe- 
cutors, administrators, and assigns, and of all 
and every other person or persons whatsoever 
(other than and except such claims and de- 
mands allowed by the said commissioners and 
- trustees, or any four of them, or delegates on 
the determination of such claims) and also 
freed and discharged of and from all breach of 
trust, which could be pretended to be commit- 
ted by the said commissioners and trustees, in 
aot strictly pursuing the powers or directions 
given by the said act. 

‘¢ And if any person or pe.sons, who should 
contract for any purchase, as aforesaid, should 
‘not within the time appointed pay the money 
contracted for, every such buyer should forfeit 
.one fifth part of the consideration money con- 
sideration money contracted for; and the com- 
missioners and trustees, or any four of them, 
should proceed to a new sale of all and every 
such estate or estates.” 

The said Act also directed the payment of 
1,0004 per ann. free of taxes, to exch commis- 
sioner and trustee, for bis labour, pains aod 
services in the execution of the several trusts 
by the said act reposed in him; and there was 
a power for the commissioners of the treasury 
to pay, by way of imprest, to such person, as 
_ the said commissioners and trustees should no- 
Minate, such sums of money for the payment of 
the salaries of their inferior officers, and for 
lncident charges, as the commissioners of the 
treasury should judge necessary and reasonable. 

Upon entering into this examnination, your 
Committee found in a London Gazette, dated, 
from Saturday, June the 15th, to Tuesday, 
June the 18th, 1723, an advertisement in the 
following words : 

‘“* Notice 1s hereby given, That on thee 
the 11th day of July neat, at nine of the clock 
in the forenoon, ail the estate and interest vest- 
ed in the conimissioners and trustees fur the 
forteited cstates in Eng!and, for the. use of the 
‘public, in and to the several estates following, 
viz. The several estates late of James late earl 
_ of Derwentwater, in the several counties of 
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and the several estates late of Francis Ander- 
ton, in the several couuties of caster and 
Cumberland; the estate of Henry Oxburgh, 
in the King’s County, in the kingdom of Ire- 
land ; a messuage and tenement called Legram 
alias Leithgram-house, with the appurtenances 
in Bolland cum Leithgram in the county of 
Lancaster, late the estate of William Bolton; 
one annuity or yearly payment of 200/. issuing 
out of, and charged upon part of the estate of 
James late earl of Derwentwater, and payable 
daring the life of Charles Radcliffe, brother to 
the said late earl of Derwentwater; the manor 
of Twickenham in the county of Middlesex, 
late the estate of Henry late lord viscount ' 
Bolingbroke; and in and to the estate late of 
Roger Dicconson, in the county of Lancaster ; 
will be severally exposed to sale by way of cant 
or auction before the said commissioners and 
trustees at their office in Figtree Court, Inner 
Temple, London, where particulars of the said 
estates will be ready to be delivered on Monday 
the 24th instant. Samuel Allen, Secretary.” 
And -your Committee found a printed Parti« 
cular of the said late eari’s estate set up to sale, 
pursuant to the notice before, intituled, ‘ A 
‘ Rental of the estates late lurd Derwentwater’s, | 
‘ ia the counties of Northumberland and Cume 
‘ berland,’ in the body of which particular there is 
likewise inserted an estate ia the county Palatine 
of Durham, which estates are there declared to 
be subject tc-ao annuity of 200/. payable to 
Charles Radcliffe during bis life, aslalso to other 
annuities and incaumbrances therein mentioned : 
and at the end of the rental it is inserted, That 
the above estate was to be sold during the con- 


tinuance of an estate in tail mail vested in 


Charles Radcliffe, younger brother of the said 
late earl, in remainder expectant on the death | 
of John Radcliffe, only son of the said late earl, 
under age, and without issue male. 

Hereupon inspecting the Minute Book, 
wherein the proceedings of the said commis- 
sioners were each day entered, your committee 
found, that on the 11th of July, 1723, the be- 
fore-mentioned annuity is there declared to be 
sold to Rubert Hackett, esq.; for 12051. with- 
out the arrears, pursuant to an order of the . 
board the day before. 

But in the book, in which the contracts of 
the respective purcbasers of the forteited es- 
tates are entered, on the days such contracts 
were nade, nv contract for the sale of the said 
annuity appeared t» be entered; and your 
committee observe among the contracts, dated 
11th of July, two leaves are torn out, and in the 
same place a loose leaf is pinned in, on which 
appeared to be-entered a contract for the pure 
chase of the aforesaid annuity, signed Robert 
Heckett; which loose leaf no ways tallies to 
the remaining part of either of the leaves turn 
out, 

In the Minute Book, where the proceedinge 
of the 24th of July are entered, it is there men- 
tioned, That, Mr. Hackett having refused to 
perform his contract, the said annuity should 
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be put up apain to sale on Tuesday then next 
followivg. 

Aud in the Book of Contracts your Com- 
mittee found a Contract signed Matth. White, 
and dated the 30th of the same July, in which 
he 1s declafed purchaser of the said Anuuity 
of 200/ together with all the arrears thereot, 
from the Attainder of the said Charles Rad- 
clife, for the sum of 1,201. 1s. and no more. 

- Upon which your Committee inspected the 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the 30th of July, 
and found only the names of two of the Com- 
missioners, Mr. Serjeant Birch, and Mr. Bond, 
entered, as present that day; and no notice 
taken, that the said Annuity was either put up 
to sale by cant or auction, or sold; though in 
the atoresaid Contract, White is declared to be 
the best bidder: nor did it appear to your 
Committee by any of the books or minutes, 
that the Commissioners ever demanded from 
Hackett the forfeitures directed to be paid by 
the Act, for not performing his contract. 

In the Minute Book, among the proceedings 
of the 11th of July 1723, your Committee found, 
that the estates of the late earl of Derweut- 
water, in the counties of Northumberland and 
Cumberland, were sold to William Smith, esq. ; 
of Bulliter syuare, London, for 1,060/. But 
upon inspecting the Book of Contracts, where 
those dated the 11th of the same July are 
entered, your Committee found no such Qun- 
tract entered there; but two leaves appeared 
to be torn out; and after several contracts 
dated between the 11th and the 30th of the 
same month, a contract is entered, signed Wil- 
‘Jiam Smith, and dated, as on the iith; by 
which the estate tail vested an Charles Rad- 
cliffe in remainder, expectant on the death of 
John Radcliffe, without issue mule: and also 
the reversion in fee of the said late earl’s 
estates in Northumberland and Cumberland, 
subject to the charges and annuities mentioned 
in the printed particular, are sold to the said 
Smith for 1,060. ' 

Ic also appeared to your Committee by an 
original Precept, sealed, and signed with the 
names of four Commissioners, and directed to 
the said William Smith, requiring him to pay 
into the Exchequer 1060/. that the said money 
was for the purchase of part of the estate of 
the late earl of Derwentwater, in the counties 
of Northumberland and Cumberland. 

Upon examining the Books, where copies of 
the several Conveyances are entered, your 
Committee found, that, in pursuance of the last 
mentioned Contract, a Conveyance was exe- 
cuted by the said Commissioners, dated the 
28th of September, 1723, whereby the said late 
earl’s estates in the counties of Northumber- 
Jand and Cumberland, and the county palatine 
of Durham, are conveyed to the said Sinitb. 

It appearing to your Committee in the course 
of their examination, that leaves have been 
toro, or cut out, erasements made, and inter- 
lineations inserted, in the Minute Book and 
Book of Contracts, they first examined in the 
" Most solemn manner, Mr, George Turbill; 
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who said, that he was formerly Register to the 
Commissioners for the sale of the forfeited 
estates, and is now Keeper of the Records and 
Papers belonging to the said Commission; 
that, since the said records and papers were 
delivered to him by Mr. Allen, the then secre- 
tary to the said commissioners, they have never 
been out of his custody, nor have any altera- 
tions been made in them, to his kuowledge, 
since that time. 

That the first time he observed leaves to be 
toro out of the Book of Contracts, was when 
Mr. Smith lately spplied to him for copies of 
some Claims, and the contract for sale of the 
late lord Derwentwater’s estate; upon the ex- 
aminant’s searching for the said contract (which 
is dated the 11th of July, 1723), it was not 
entered among the contracts of that date, 
but leaves had been there torn out; and 
he found it entered, subsequent to another 
contract, dated the 30th of the same July. 

Being shewn a loose leaf, on which is entered 
the contract for the sale of Mr. Radcliff's an- 
nuity to Hackett, and asked, where he found 
that leaf, he answered, he found it at the end 
of the contract book, but pinned it into the 
place, where he -thought it belonged, end 
the first time he saw it, was, when the be- 
forementioned application was made to hiin by 
Smith. ; : 

Mr. Samuel Allen, being also examined ia 
the most solemn manner, said, That he was ap- 
pointed by the said commissioners, first to be 
their solicitor, ai’! afterwards, upon the re- 
moval of the late Mr. Martin, to be their se- 
cretary; that he always locked up the book of 
contracts in the commissioners room ; and upoa 
his making inquiry lately among Martin’s clerks, 
how ‘leaves came to be torn out of the said 
book, they could give’him no account of that 
matter, 

The book bein shewn him, where Smith's 
contract, dated the 11th of July, is entered, 
subsequent to one dated the 30th; and he 
asked the reason of it, he answered, It was 
wrote by one Cooke, a clerk at that time in the 
ofice; and the examinant beliewed the first 
contract was torn out, and another was aiter 
wards made, and antedated; and he said, be 
believed, that several leaves had been torn out, 
before he entered upon the office of secretary, 
and might afterwards, but he never tore out 
any himself, nor did he remember he gave any 
orders for so doing; if he did, it was when con- 
tracts, entered wrong by the clerks, have been 
torn out by the commissioners order; for be 
should never have given such orders himself 
without their direction. 

He further said, That he believed several 
leaves, between the 11th and 18th of July, 
1723, might be cut out of the said book, ‘whilst 
in his custody, but he knows nothing of the 
loose leaf beturementioned, nor that there was 
any louse leaf in the said book, when be 
delivered itto Mr, Turbill: however, that there 
was not any at that time, he would not pos 
tively affirm, 


- 
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. Mr. William Cooke, being examined in the 
most solemn manner, said, That he was reyis- 
tring clerk to the commissioners, and ingrossing 
clerk of the decrees. 

Upon his being shewn the Joose leaf, whereon 
is entered Hackett’s contract mentioned before, 
and examined in relation thereto, he said, 
That contract was of bis hand-writing, he some- 
times entering contracts, when the clerk, whose 
business it was to do it, was otherwise em- 
ployed; bat being so long since, he could not 
semember whether he wrote it in a book, or on 
a loose sheet of paper ; but he did not remember, 
he ever wrote any contract on a loose 

eaf. : 

He likewise said, That Mr. White’s contract 
for the purchase of Mr. Radcliffe’s annaity, 
dated the 30th of July, 1723, and Mr. Smith’s 
contract duted the 11th of the same month, 

were of his hand writing; but he could not 
remember the days of the month, on which he 
wrote the same; yet he believed, by the order 
in which they ere entered in the k, that 
‘ Smith’s contract, dated the 11th, was wrote 

after White’s dated the SOth. <And he said 
he had his directions concerning this contract 
of Smith’s, from‘ one Mr. Harris only. ) 

¢ Mr. John Harris, being examined in the 
most solemn manner, said, That he was clerk 
under the secretary to the said commis- 
sioners ; and being asked, from whom he had 

the draught of Mr. Smith’s contract, dated the 

Aith of July, and entered subsequent to 
White's of the 80th, he answered, he had it 
from Mr. Allen, but remembered no orders he 
gave to Cooke relating thereto, though Cooke 
sometimes assisted him. 


Being asked, if he never observed any leaves’ 


to be torn out of the Book of Contracts, he 
said, the first time he did, was at his former 
exatnination before your Committee; but he 
believed it had been a practice in the office tu 
tear them out, when mistakes have happened 
dn the writing, or the particular of au estate 
has heen defective, or a better title has been 
made appear, but then it was never done with- 
out order from the board of Commissioners. 

-He further said, That he always attended 
the sales of the forfeited estates, and particu- 
larly remembered he was present the 11th of 
July, 17238, when the late Jord Derwentwater’s 
estate was set up to sale: and he believed, it 
was then sould to Mr. Smith; that the con- 
tract was entered that day in the book; and 
he believed he was witness to it, because he 
was witness to the other contracts entered the 
same day. 

Then be was shewn the Book of Contracts ; 
and not finding it entered among the other 
contracts of that date witnessed by him, the 
examinant said, he believed it was turn or cut 
out, but by whom or at what time this was 
done, he could not remember. “ 

Whereupon he was directed to declare what 
he knew or had heard relating to this matter ; 
god he informed your Committee, That Mr. 
Aen and himself went sp Mr. Smith, to know 


of him the particulars of his contract being cut 
out, and at what time it wasdone. Mr. Smith 
told them, he believed it was done upon his 
application to the board of commissioners, 
when he made it appear to them, that they 
had a better estate or interest left in them, 
than what they had sold to him; and there- 
fore he had got an order for a new contract, 
the draught of which Smith (upon the exa- 
minant’s asking him) said, he believed was 
made out by the late Mr. Moor, who was then 
master of the references: The examinant then 
asking Smith, who tore out the first contract ; 
his answer was, He did not see it torn out, not 
did he know who did it, but he believed it was 
done the 30th of July; the examinant said, 
Mr. Smith did not mention the names of the 
commissioners present the day this order was 
made; but upon Allen's asking him, from 
whom he had this intelligence of the additional 
estate, Smith answered, From Mr. Moor, — 

Mr. Allen in his examination confirmed what 
Mr. Harris said in relation to that which Smith 
told Harris and hun, and added likewise, that 
Smith said, the new contract was made for 
the same consideration as the former. 

Mr. Turbill also in his exdmination gave in- 
formation to your Committee, that Mr. Smith 
had, since this enquiry began, given him the 
same account io relation to the vacating his 
first contract, and that Smith told him, that 
upon his application to the commissioners, ano- 
ther contract was made about 20 days after, 
but dated as on the 11th of July. 

And Mr. Turbill in another part of his exa- 


mination said, That some time after the death . 
of Mr. Radcliffe, sur to the late earl of Der- . 


wentwater, the examinant then being in the 
country, Mr. Smith wrote him a letter, ac- 
quainting him, that now Mr. Radcliffe was 
dead, they should want copies of several 
claims and decrees. 


Hereupon, Mr. Turbill was asked, if he knew | 


what Mr. Smith meant when he made use of 
the word ‘They ;’ and he answered, he sup- 
posed he meant other persons that were linked 
with him in the purchase. 

The examinant being asked, if he knew who 
those persons were ; he said, he had often heard 
Mr. Smith say, that Mr. John Bond, sir Joseph 
Eyles, and Mr. White (the purchaser of Mr, 
Radcliffe’s annuity) were concerned in the 


purchase of the said Jate earl’s land estate ; | 


and the examinant said, he remembered, Mr. 
Smith told him, that on the 11th of July, the 
day of the sale of this estate, he, the said 
Smith, upon seeing the printed particular of 
the estate hang up in the office, asked one or 
more of the persons abovenamed, if they would 
be concerned in a lottery; and the examinant 
thought he mentioned White; that since this 
enquiry the examinant has also heard Smith 
say, That he and White were jointly concerned 
in the purchase of the annuity; but he did not 
mention, whether they were concerned at the 
time of the purchase, or since. es 
Your Committee also examined Mr. Allea 
1 
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and Mr. Turbill, whether notice had been given 
of Mr. Radcliff’s annuity being put up to sale, 
after that Mr. Hackett went off from bis bar- 
gain, as mentioned betore. 

And Mr. Allen said, that be believed no no- 
tice was given of a second sale of the. said an- 
auity, oor did he remember that he ever had 
any orders for such notice. 

Mr. Turbill said likewise, that he never had 
any orders for notice of that sale himself, nor 
knew of any given to others; seither had he 
apy notes of bidding at such second sale. . 

By the Minute Book of the proceedings of 
the said commissioners, and by the Book of 
Contracts, it appeared to your Committee, that 
several contracts for sales bear date reapec- 
tively on the days on which the names of two 
of the commissioners only are entered as pre- 
sent, in the minutes of those days proceedings. 

And Mr. Allen beiog examined, whether 
any estates had been sold, when four commis- 
_ sioners were not present ; 

He said, that on the 30th uf July, the im- 
propriate tythes of Bucklebury, the estate of 
the late lord Bolingbroke, was sold to one Sa- 
muel Child for 2,025/. and Mr. White's con- 
tract for Mr. Radcliffe’s annuity was executed 
- and witnessed by him, when only two commis- 
eioners, Mr. Serjeant Birch and Mr. Bond, were 
present; and had there been any sale that day, 
the examinant should have known it, being 
' present all that day, and the minutes of his 
writing ; and if any other commissioners had 
been present, he should have entered their 
ames in the minutes; for he believed he never 
forgot at any time to enter therein the names 
of the commissioners that were present. 

Mr. Harris hkewise said in bis examination, 
That he happening to come into the board room 
ahé said 30th of July upon business, Mr. Ser- 
jeant Birch and Mr. Bond were there, and he 
does not remember that on that day any other 
commissioners were present. 

Then Mr. Alien was asked by your Commit- 
tee, whether to supply the defect of a suthcient 
number of commissioners at the board, such 
commissioners as were absent, have not after- 
wards set their names to papers or iustruments, 
or ordered others to do it for them: And 

He answered, That he had set sir Joho 
Eyles’s name to contracts, as if he had been 
present; and that he had a general direction 
from sir John Eyles and sir ‘Thomas Lales, to 
set their names to warrants, precepts, contracts, 
or avy thing done at the board ; that they knew 
‘ ke did it, and approved of it; otherwise he 
should not have ventured to have done it; and 
be said, he had those orders soon efter he offi- 
ciated as secretary ; but be had no such orders 
from any of the other commissioners, nor did 
he know of any such orders given to others. 

Mr. Chocke laid before your Committee, 
Pursunnt t» their order, two original precepts 
from the said cominissione:s, the one dated the 
Lith ot July, 1723, and directed to Wm. Sauiith, 
esq. to pay into the exchequer, 1,000/, for the 
purchuse of part of lord Derwentwater’s estate, 


- 


and theotber dated the 30th of the same month, 
and directed to Matthew White, esq. to pay 
likewise 1,201/. 1s. Od. for the purchase of Mr. 
Radcliffe’s annuity payable thereout; Both 
which precepts were sealed, and are signed 
with the names of Denuis Bond, Jobo Birch, 
John Eyles and Thomas Hales. 

Upon notice being taken by your Committee 
of some words, or memorandum wrote on the 
precept dated the 11th of July; 

Mr. Chocke said, That a person came to pa 
money, pursuant to that precept, on the arb 
of the same July, but went back and came 
again, and paid it in on the 31st. 

Mr. Allen was afterwards called in, and be- 
ing shewed the said precepts, and examined, he 
said at first, That he wrote the names of sx 
John Eyles aud sir Tho. Hales to bath of them; 
afterwards he owned bimself mistaken as to sir 
Joho Eyles’s name being signed by the exami- 
nant to that of the 11th of July; but said, be 
signed sir Thomas Hales’s name to it; and bot 
their names to that of the 30th, 

Being asked where he signed them, he said 
in the board reom, when only Mr. Serjeant 
Birch and Mr. Bond were present; tbat they 
never made any objection to his signing, but 
upon several occasions have called upos bim 
to do jt. 

He was then asked, if sir Thomas Hales 
never left orders fur the examinant to sign, 
after he has been gone; and he answered, he 
believed he had several times; but whether sir 
Thomas Hales was present that day, or not, be 
could not tell. 

Being asked, whether be had not entered the 
names of Commissioners in the Minute Book, 
as present, though they were absent ; and being 
shewn the Minute of the 11th of July, 1723, 
where the names of four Commissioners are 
entered, as present, viz. Mr. Serjeant Bireb, 
Mr. Bond, sir John Eyles, and sir Thomas 
Hales; he said, he believed he entered che 
names of sir Jobn Eyles, and sir Thomas Hales, 
as present, though absent, to tally with their 
namcs, which he had put to the warrants of 
contracts of the day. 

Then he was shewn the Minute of the 30th 
of the same July, where the names of Mr. Ser 
jeant Birch sad Mr. Bond only are entered, 25 
present, and being asked, why he did not chen 
enter the names of sir John Eyles, and sir Tho- 
mas Hales, he said, he could not recollect the 
reason of that particular. 

He was then examined, upon what occasion 
sir John Eyles, and sir Thomas Hales, gave him 
orders to sign their names, when absent; and 
he answered, it was for want of a sumcient 
number of Commissioners present at the board 
to dispatch business; but sheu any business of 
consequence was to be transacted, sir Joba 
Eyles has been sent for, and bas often atended 
upon such notice; and at other Unes ibe 
examinant bas waited on him at his house, with 
contracts for him to sign. 

Being furtner exaummed, he said, That be 
never extended lus power tv any deeds of con- 
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veyance, of to any thing, but what he then ap- 
prehended to be matters of form; and that, 
when this power was given him, the limitation 
gras to matters of form. 

He was thereupon asked, What he appre- 
bended to be matters of form; and his answer 
was, a great many things; such as orders for 
persons to attend to give their testimony; for 
persons to appear, and give in their claims; and 
precepts for paying money into the exchequer; 
and what the act directed to be signed by four of 
the Commissioners, he then did take to be 
matters of form; but he could not say, he took 
the attendance of four of the Commissioners, as 
required by the act, to be a matter of form. 

Being asked, whether he thought contracts 
for sales of estates were matters of form, he 
said, he did at that time take them to be so $ 
and said, that the Commissioners signed and 
sealed the contracts they gave to the purchaser 
{when demanded) at the same time that the 
purchaser signed his, but the same was not 
sealed or delivered in the manner that deeds 
are, when executed; and that which the pur- 
chaser signed, was always witnessed ; and that 
he looked apon these contracts ta bind the Com- 
Missioners to execute the bargains of sale to the 
parchaser, according as the act directs. 

Upon which he was asked, if he ever put his 
hand and seal to any of those contracts; he 
said, he had signed the names of sir John Eyles 
and sir Thomas Hales to contracts, and senled 
them with a seal that was in the office, but that 
he never had sir John Eyles’s or sir Thomas 
Hales’s seal; and he never remembered any 
eontracts to be signed out of the board room, 
either by the Commissioners or purchasers. 

Being asked, whether Smith and White, at 

the time their contracts were signed, made any 
objection to there being but two Commissioners 
present, or to his signing thereto the names of 
sir John Eyles and sir Thomas Hales, he an- 
swered, they made no objection, nor could he 
say, they saw him sign, any otherwise than as 
they were at the board the time the examinant 
signed them. 
_ Mr. Harris (as being witness to all the con- 
tracts dated the 11th of July) was asked, whe- 
ther Mr. Smith made any objection to Mr. Al- 
len’s siguing sir Thomas Hales’s name to his 
Contract made the 11th; and he said, he re- 
membered no objection made by Smith. 

But in another part of his Examination, he 
informed your Committee, that having occasion 

§9 Into the board room on the 30th of July, 
S., saw Mr. Allen sign sir John Eyles’s name to 

inith’s contract made that day, and dated the 

Ith; and he more particularly remembers 
: '% hecause it is the last contract entered in 

e book. 

Mr. William Marwood, being examined in 

© most solemn manner, said, he was formerly 
Clerk to the master of the references ; and to the 
% ay his remembrance he attended at the sale 
a oe lord Derwentwater’s estate on the 

of July, and carried in the notes of bidding 


atthat sale. wh 
the best b; iden Mr. Smith was then declared 


Being asked, who were the Commissioners 
then present, he answered there were four, but 
could not name any besides Mr. Serjeant Birch, 
who was then in the chair; and that he never 
saw a sale without four. 

He was asked several times, if he could be 
positive there were four present on the 11th of 
July; and he said, he could not be positive, but’ 
on the best of his remembrance and belief, he 
thought, there were four present. ' 

Your Committee observing, that in the 
printed particular of the lord Derwentwater’s 
estate, the value is there computed to be 5,0134, 
per annum, and the timber valued at 4,500%, 
they examined in the most solemn manner, 

_ Mr. Henry Rodbourne ; who said, that about 
three years ago he was upon the estate; that 
the same is improveable; and there are several 
lead mines upon it; and that he computed the 
value of the estate, with the profits of the 
mines, which are worked, to be about 6,300/, 


‘or 6,400/. per annum, and the estate is in- 


creased since the time of sale about 2, 3 or 
4001. per annum. He also said, that since the 
late earl’s death, his son had ont a power to 
grant leases during the term of bis minority, 
and for that reason the mines have been neg- 
lected ; but if the said estate and rnines were to 
be let out upon leases for the term of 21 and 
$1 years, the whole might, accerding to his 
judgment, be made worth about 9,0001.” per 
annum. | 

Mr. Joseph Studeley, being examined in the 
most solemn manner, said, That he was present 
the 11th of Joly, 1723, when the late lord Der- 
wentwater’s estate was put up to sale at 2,000/. 
that the examinant came to bid for it at the de- 
sire of one Mr. Penson, but no person bidding 
for it, while he stayed, and other estates being 
set up to sale before he came away, he thought 
it would not be sold that day, and therefore he 
went and told Mr. Penson (who waited for him) 
that he believed the estate would not be sold 
that day, and had the examinant thought # 
would, te should have stayed, for he came oa 
purpose to bid for it by Mr. Penson’s orders, 
but was not to bid, untill others had bid before; 
and further said, that. when an estate had been 
set up, and nobody bid, it was usual to put it 
up at a lower price the same day. 

Being asked, what one Tooke had told him 
in relation to this affair; he answered, that 
about a week after Tooke told him, it was a 
hustled-up clandestine sale: and Tooke then 
belonged to the office: whereupon, 

Mr. Nichulas Tooke, being examined in the 
most solemn manner, said, that he did not re~ 
member he had any such conversation with 
Studeley, bu€ bad conversed with Studeley seve- 
ral times. 

But he said, that he was at the sale of the 
late lord Derwentwater’s estate, and having 
occasion to speak with sir Thomas Hales, he 
sent his servant from an outward room into the 
office, to know if he was there; and he broughs 
him word, that he was not there; but the exa- 
minant did uot kuow, whether sir Thomas Ii 41 
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might not come after he went away; for that 
he stayed not above an hour in the forenoon, 
but went away before the estate was sold; and 
when it was first put up, the examinant was not 
there. , / 

Mr. Swith, the purchaser of this estate, was 
summoned to attend your Conmnittee ; but they 
did not think it proper to oblige him to be exa- 
mined: and therefore, upon the question heing 
asked him, whether he was willing to be exa- 
mined touching the subject matter of their en- 
quiry; the next day he acquainted your Com- 
mittee, that he hoped, they would not take it 
amiss, if he declined such examination. 


Ordered, That the said Report be taken into 
consideration to-morrow se’nnight. And that 
such a number of copies be printed, as shall be 
sufficient for the use of the Members. 


Mr. Denis Bond, Mr. Baron Birch, sir Tho- 
mas Hales, sir John Eyles, Mr. John Bond, and 
sir Joseph Eyles, being named in the said Re- 
port ; aod it appearing to be the sense of the 

fause, that they should promise to attend in 
their places to-morrow se’nnight ; they severally 
stood up in their places, and declared, that they 
would attend accordingly. 

Ordered, That all the Members of this House, 
who are in and about the town, do attend the ser- 
vice of the House to-morrow se’nnight; and 
that no member do presume to go out of town, 
without leave of the House. 


The Biil, ‘ For securing the Freedom of Par- 
liaments,’ read the third time, and thrown out.] 
March 23. The Buil, * For the better securing 
the Freedom of Parliaments, by farther quali- 
fying members to sit in the House of Commons,’ 
was read the third time, and the question being 
put, that the Bill do pass, it was carried in the 
negative, by 66 votes against 60. Then a mo- 
tion was made, That a Committee be appointed 
to inquire, whether any member of that House 
did sit in the House contrary to law; but the 
question being put, it passed in the negative, by 
33 votes against 37. 


Debate in the Lords on the Bill for reviving 
the Salt Duty.] March 22. A Bill from the 
Commons, * For reviving the Duties on Salt 
for the Term therein mentioned,” was read the 
first time, and a motion being made for asecond 
reading thereof, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by 40 voices against 25. 

March 27. The said Bill was read a second 
time; and a motion being made for committing 
the same, 

The Earl of Winchelsea stood up, and spoke 
as follows: 

My Lords; This House has often, with great 
honour to itself, and much to the advantage of 
the nation, opposed and defeated measures 
which had been first broached in the other 
House, when it appeared that such measures 
tended to the ruin and dissolution of both. 
This is a privilege we are indulged with by our 
happy eonstitution, and we never were under 
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a greater necessity of exerting this privilege 
than we are at present. We never had a more 
favourable opportunity of shewing a disinterest- 
ed regard for the true happiness and welfare of 
the people than we now have. The Bil] now 
before us, though brought in by the represes- 
tatives of the people, is a Bill the most iiquit- 
ous and the most oppressive upon the people of 
any Bill chat ever was brought into either House 
of Parliament. I cannot, my Lords, but call 
it a most iniquitous and oppressive Bill, because 
there is thereby a most heavy burden laid upon 
the poor, and a most unequal tax upon the sub- 
jects of this part of the united kingdoms. There 
is indeed, by this Bill, a very great favour 
shewn to the Northern parts of this island. 
This favour is really a sort of corruption upon 
the members from that part of the kingdom ; 
and I must say, that if ever corruption was ia 
any case commendable, it is in the present ; 
their approbation of this Bill is engaged by 
shewing a partiality which they are no way io- 
titled to by the articles of the Union, or by any 
stipulation since. 

am, my Lords, very far from arguing for, or 
desiring that this duty shouid be laid upon the 
people in that part of the island: Upon the 
contrary, I shall always be against it to the ut- 
most of my power, because I am persuaded that 
the people of that part of the island cannot 
bear to pay so heavy and s0 grievous a duty: 
But for that very reason I am against this bill, 
for I think that no tax ought to be laid on for 
the current service of the year, but such as the 
whole nation may be able to contribute a share 
to: itis raised for the service of the whole, 
and therefore every part ought to bear its equal 
share. If things are fairly and impartially coa- 
sidered, I am persuaded it will appear, that the 
Southern parts of the island are as unable to 
bear so heavy a burden as the Northern parts 
are, and I hope there qill be in this House an 
equal regard shewn to all parts of the king- 
dom, We ought to be ready to do all the fa- 
vour we can to every part, without shewing a 
partiality to any. And as Scotland py! in 
some manner be looked on as the wife of Eng- 
land, we ought to be most careful not to allow 
any minister to debeuch her, by shewing any 
particular favours to that part of the island, or 
by laying burthens upon others, which those 
are not to be subjected to. : 


The Lord Carteret spoke next. 


My Lords; 

I must recommend it to your lordships te 
consider how this duty upon Salt Came to be 
taken off. It is hut two years ago, and there- 
tore your lordships must all renember, that it 
was upon amost gracious recommendation from 
the throne. His Majesty, who always consi- 
ders the good of his subjects in general, recom- 
mended to both Houses of Parliament the 
easing of the poor of this nauon. The words 
made use of by his Majesty on, that occasion, 
are 80 Moving and so compassionnte ; I have 
repeated them so often to the gentlemen in the 
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country, that I have long had them fixed in my 
memory: However, upon the present occasion, 
Itumed to them again, aud tor the more cer- 
tainty [have caken them down in writing : They 
were as follows, “ You will see by the aAc- 
counts that will be laid before you, the state, 
produce, and application of the Sinking Fuud, 
as far as bath been hitherto directed by act of 
parliament; and you will not fail to take into 
consideration the farther disposition of the 
roduce: Youu are the best judges 
whether the circumstances of the Sinking Fund 
and of the National Debt, will as yet admit of 
giving any ease where the duties are toost priev- 
ous. I have the greatest regard for the Sinking 
Fund, and FE look with compassion upon the 
hardships of the poor artificers and manufac- 
turers. I leave it to your determination, what 
may reasonably, and with due caution, be done 
upon this critical consideration.”*. 

These, my Lords, were the words ef his 
Majesty's most gracious Speech from the throne 
but two years ago. From these it appears that 
his Majesty looks upon the pour artificers and 
Manufacturers ef this natin, as the greatest 
objects of pity and compassion, and as the first 
that onght to be relieved. Then it was judged 
by both Eouses of Parliament, that no tax was 
$0 grievous, no tax Jay so heavy upon them as 
this tax upon Sah, and therefure it was taLen 
off. Though the duties then raised upon salt 
stood engaged fur the payment of some of the 
public debts, vet so unanimons was the voice 
of king, parliament, and people at that time 
against this tax, that nothiay could be a bar to 
the taking itoff; even the creditors of the pub- 
lic voluntarily gave up their security, in order 
to second his Majesty’s good intentions, and to 
get the nation set free from such a heavy bur- 
then. But what are we now going about? We 
are now going to defeat and disappoint bis Ma- 
Jesty’s most gracious intentions for the relief of 

€ most distressed part of his subjects, before 
they have tasted any thing of the benefit that 
Was designed them by both Houses of Parhia- 
ment, in pursuance of his Majesty’s recom- 
mendation from the throne. For my own part, 

always looked upon the abolishing of the 
tax as the pure efiect of his Majesty’s love 
and affection for his people; I always consi- 
ered it as such, and in all the countrie. « nere 
ave been since that time, have made so much 
use of it as an argument for proving how much 
ee has the good ot his people at heart, 
bill I had ne other reason to be agaist this 
Ma. must be ngainst it out of respect to his 
which fh and for supporting that argument 
ave so often made use of, in favour of 

Pad preene happy establishment. 
Sic reasons, my Lords, for being 
bl 18 grievous, this pernicious, this insup- 
to lay bef’ some of which I shall beg leave 
it is ‘a an your lordships. In the first place. 
Upon ; st grievous and a most unequal tux 
© poor labourers, the tradesmen and the 
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manufacturers. Those very people who, but 
two years ago, were recommended to us by his 
Majesty as the greatest oljects of pity, are, by 
this tax, to be the most heavily loaded, The 
poorer a man is, the more salt provisions is he 
obliged to consume, and consequently the more 
he will be obhged to pay towards this tax ¢ 
such is the ciuclty thereof, that the most 
wretched are thereby the must heavily loaded 5 
such the injustice, that the more @ man has, 
the less is he obliged. to pay towards the public 
expence: the rich generally live upon fresh 
provisions, but a poor man must live upon salt 
meat, or he must eat no meat at all. By such 
methods we shall soou banish all the aruficers 
and manufacturers out of the kingdom. We 
know how ready some of our neighbours are to 
receive them, and to give them all possible en- 
couragement. We kuow haw much they are 
already loaded with taxes in this country. 
They can have none of the comforts of lite, 
without paying much dearer for them, than’ 
in any other country; and now we are going, 
to take froin them, or at least to make thein pay 
severely for the very uecessaries of life, for that 
without which they cannot subsist. How can 
we expect to preserve either our trade or our 
manufactures, if we are once deserted by that 
useful body of people the artilicers and the 
inanufacturers? and how can we expect to 
keep them in our country, if we goon thus 
every year londing them with taxes, while our 
neizhbours are declaring them free from all 
lmposts and duties, and doing all that is in 
theic power to intice them away from us? 

At the same time tha: this tax is an intole- 
rable load upon our trade, and an insupportable 
buithen upon our poor, it will bring no ease, it 
will bring no renet to the Isnded gentlemen, 
but must really at last prove to be the ruin and 
destruction of the Janded interest. It is nog, 
my lords, the land taxes which the landed gen- 
tlemen have paid, that have brought them into 
so many difficulues, but ic is the many excises 
which they have been subject to, that has ruined 
their lands as wellas themse.ves. Itis a certain 
maxim, that the more taxes are laid upon the 
bome produce, the cheaper it must always be 
sold by the producer, and the dearer it willal- 
ways cost the consuiners the dealers between 
the producer and the consumer are the only 
persons who get any thing by «ve laying on of 
duties and excises. We know th:.t there never 
was a duty laid upon any produc, eithcr foreign 
or domestic, but what raised the price to the 
consumer tore in proportion than what the 
duty amounted to; and at the same time the 
dealer or retailer made use of that duty, a3 & 
good argument for running down the price he 
was to pay to the pro’ucer or importer. It is 
by this our landed gentlemen, as well us theic 
estates, have been undone. The many excises 
and duties now raised in this nation, eat up the 
yenrly income of the gentleman’s estate, and 
the farmers being obliged to sell the produce of 
their lands at a cheap rate, and to pay dear for 
all those necessaries which they do not nor Gaa 
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produce, they cannot therefore be able to pay 
so high a rent as formerly to the landlord. 
Thus the landed gentleman is doubly undone ; 
for while bis income is eat up by the excises he 
ays for what is made use of ir his own family, 
Bis rents are diminished, or his tenants are 
broke, by the excises ae by them. 
A gentleman of 100/. a year, whose estate as 
to the land tax is computed at the full value, 
pays 20/. a year out of it, when the land tax is 
at 4s.in the pound; that, it is true, reduces his 
estate to sol. a year; but that is only for one 
year, he may be free of the land tax the next 
year, and then his 100/. comes whole and entire 
to him. But if by raising excises and duties in 
place of that 4s. in the pound land tax, you 
make the supporting of his family ¢O/. a year 
dearer to him than it was before, is not that 20/. 
taken from his estate? can he then live better 
for his 1002. than he could have done before tor 
his 80/. a year? he is therefore no gainer by this 
ease as to the land tax. But mark the conse- 
quence ; these duties and excises fall heavy 
upon his tenants as well as upon him ;_ the sup- 
porting of their families comes now to be dearer 
to them than it was before, and therefore the 
revts must lave been before so low that the 
Jandlord might have raised them, or it will now 
be impossible for the tenants to continue paying 
the same rents they formerly did; so that very 
probably the yearly rents of his estate may be 
reduced to 801. a year, out of which if you de- 
duct the 20/. a year he is obliged to pay as an 
additional expence for the support of his own 
family, there will remain to him but 602. a year; 
and his estate as to the land tax being still va- 
dued at 100/. n year, if you are obliged in two 
or three years dfter to Jay on again the land tax 
of 4s. in the pound, this gentieman must. pay 
20!.a year out of the 601. bis estate was reduced 
to; and thus by pretending to give him an ease 
as to the land tax for one year, you at last re- 
duce his estate to less than one half of the real 
value; it is now but just one half of what he 
had formerly to spend yearly, when he paid a 
Jand tax of 48.1n the pound. This has in many 
cases been the consequence of laying duties and 
excises in place of land taxes; and the more 
frequently this destructive measure is pursued, 
the more general will this cunsequence be. 
Tenants must live and support their families 
out of the produce of their farms; they must 
pay the duties and excises of those things that 
are absolutely necessary for the support of their 
familics, or for the manuring of their farms; 
the deficiency (if any be) must always fall upon 
the landlord. Those tenants that were at a 
low rent have perhaps hitherto supported it, and 
paid their rents, notwithstanding the many du- 
ties and excises they have been obliged to pay; 
but it js still a loss to the landlord, because if it 
_ had not been for those duties and excises paid 
hy the tenant, the landlord might have raised 
his rents much more than any land tax that ever 
se laid on in this kingdom would have amount- 
ed to. , 


There is no nation in the world that has 
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more occasion than we have at present to raise 
money in the most frugal way, and in that way 
which is the least expensive to the people. We 
know, my lords, by sad experieoce, what a 
vast difference there is between the gross aod 
the net produce of this duty upon salt: It 
never produced above 180,000. per annom, 
and by the most modest computation, there » 
above twice that sum yearly raised upon the 
people of England only, by the means of thi 
tax: Every man knows, that the yearly ex- 
pence of raising it is at least 25,000/. this for 
three years amounts to75,000/. and if to this 
we add the interest that must be paid upoa 
borrowing tbe money, the whole will amount 
to 100,000/. which is the sum the sation, most 
pay by way of charges, for the raising this 
500,000/. that is wanted for the eurrent ser 
vice of the year. Thisis a fact that cannot be 
contested by the greatest favourer of this es 
traordinary scheme; I do not doubt but that 
it will cost the nation a great deal more; but 
I make this calculation from what must be al- 
lowed even by those who are the most sanguine 
promoters thereof. Can any mean theo say, 
raising money? 
How hard will it be to make the people pay 
such an extravagant charge, especially now, 
when there is no necessity for 1t? By this Bull 
we are again put into that destructive method 
of funding aud anticipating of taxes, which 
a method that never ought to be followed bet 
in cases of the utmost necessity. During the 
last war our necessity was our excuse: but 
now we have no necessity to plead; it is meer 
gayeté de ceur: Can that ever be allowed of 
as an excuse for our entailing heavy and per 
nicious taxes upon our posterity ? 

As to that part of the kingdom called North 
Britain, there is indeed a partiality sbewn: 
but even this partiality is no real favour, apy 
otherwise than only as being a less injury: 
The laying on of this tax in place of the shil- 
ling in the pound land-tax, is doing avery great 
injury to the whole kingdom; and all the fr 
vour that can be pretended to be shewn to the 
northern parts, is, that the injury is not so great 
with respect to them, as itis with respect to 
the southern parts of Britain. When an i 
jury is offered openly and avowedly, one knows 
how to resent it; if we cannot resent it, there 
is at least some satisfaction in complaining; 
but to hear a real injury called a favour, 5 
what no man can bear; it is a contempt that 
will rouze the most patient people upon earth. 
It is well known, my lords, that the sem 
raised in Scotland by a land-tax, proportion- 
able toa shilling in the pound in England, 
never amounted to above 12,000/. in a year; 
this was the whole that ‘was ever raised upoa 
the people of Scotland by such a tax, either to- 
wards t 
raising the same; but when this tax even 
one sbilling upon the bushel of salt was sub- 
sisting, it appeared that the net produce 
in Scotland amounted to 4,000/. per annum, 
and the charge of raising it amounted to above 


e tax itself, or towards the charge of 
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4,000/. per annum more ; from hance it is evi- 
dent, that by the means of this duty of one 
shilling upon the bushel of salt, there will be 
above 8,000/. raised yearly upon the people 
of Scotland. And as this daty is to be aid on 
for three years, in lieu of a shilling in the 
pound land-tax for only one year, is it not as 
clear as figures can make it, that the people 


of Scotland are to pay above 24,000/. in place. 


of the 12,0001. which they must have paid to- 
wards the land-tax? This, my lords, is the 
mighty favour that is pretended to be done to 
the people of that country: Whoever thinks 
that they will look upon this as a favour, must 
know very little of the good sense and saga- 
of the people in that part of the island. 
__ This duty is now proposed to be laid on for 
three years only, but we know bow difficult it 
as to get free of a tax that has been once esta- 
blished : And as this duty may create a fund 
fora ministry, upon which they may borrow 
no less asum than 600,000/. I can easily fore- 
see that at the expiration of this term of three 
years, some scheme or another may be set on 
foot for continuing it during a much longer 
term: In case of any such scheme’s being to 
be set up, I can see that even by the Bill now 
ore us, there is the foundation laid of a 
prevailing argument for bringing the members 
from the northern part of the island into the 
scheme.. We know, my lords, that there are 
bounties paid upon the exportation of fish; 
we know that those bounties upon the expor- 
tation of fish from Scotland only, amount ge- 
nerally to about 7,000/. per annum: This sum 
was paid out of the first and readiest of the 
customs and excise in Scotland; but in case 
this Bill passes into a law, alt such bounties 
Bre to be paid only out of the produce of the 
,  Salt-duty raised within the united kingdoms; 
_ therefore at the end of this term of three 
beste we must either make a new law for esta- 
lishing a new fund for the payment of those 
bounties, or the bouaties must entirely cease 
and determine with the expiration of this law: 
It will then he pretended that no such fund 
‘can be established ; it will then be said that 
you must either agree to the continuing of the 
uty upon salt, or your country must entirely 
lose the benefit of having any bounties upon 
exportation of their fish: by which your 
fishery will be undone, and your country must 
s€ a much greater suim yearly, than what they 
are obliged to pay by means of the duty upon 
salt. This, my Lords, will be a bait for the 
Members from North Britain; with them it 
wil for ever be an argument for the continu- 
4nce of thisduty upon salt. 
We have already a prodigious number of 
officers employed in the collecting of our rete- 
3 the reviving of thisduty upon salt will 
Very much encrease the number; we know 
these officers depend entirely upon 
Crown: every one of them may be sus- 
or dismissed at the pleasure of the 
WO; if any of them should refuse to do 


4 Commanded, such an officer may 


Cro 
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be turned out, and a new one put in his room. 
We know what an influence these offices may 
have upon theelections of members of Parlia- 
ment in every county, city and borough in Eng- 
land. Ifany future administration should be 
wicked enough to give them instructions how 
they are to bebave, and for whom they are to 
use their interest; by such means the crown may 
have it in its power togetsucb members return 
ed as are agreeable to the favourites about court, 
Where then will be our liberties? Where shall 
an injured people seek for redress? The peo- 
ple will then be in the same condition in which 
mt now are in Turkey; their only resource 
will be in mobs and tumults, and the prevail- 
ing party will administer justice by general 
massacres and proscriptions. I did appear 
against a standing army, but I never was so 
much afraid of the consequences of a standing 
army,as I am of the consequences of a House 
of Parliament’s dependivg entirely upon the 
crown, Of all arbitrary governments, that 
founded upon base corruption isthe worst: in 
such circumstances we might perhaps preserve 
the external forms of our constitution, but such 
‘a base dependence would eat out the very vitals 
of our constitution, and leave us nothing re- 
maining but a melancholy, dismal, patrified, . 
useless carcass; amere shew of a constitution, 
without any life, without any spirit, without any 
power to protect the people from domestic op 
pression, or from foreign invasion. ag 

The people of this nation are already sub- 
jected to so many penalties and forfeitures, 
that few merchants or dealers know when they 
are safe. But by this Bill they are to be sub- 
jected to a great many new penalties and for- 
feitureg; and what is still worse, these penalties 
and forfeitures are not to be sued for in the com- 
mon way: as to them, the subject is'not to be 
tried in the usual way, by God and his country, 
but in a new and extraordinary way, by commis- 
sioners and officers who are appointed by the 
crown, and removeable at the pleasure of the 
crown: the crown is to be plaintiff or prose- 
cutor, and a man depending upon the crown, 
perhaps for his daily bread, is to be the 
judge. I have always observed, and I believe 
it will soon appear still more plain, that whén — 
thiugs have been turned out of the ordinary 
course of law, when any extraordinary method 
of proceeding before commissioners has been 
introduced, extraordinary iniquities bave beea 
committed yseme are discovered, but most of 
them are sunk into oblivion by the weight of 
power, 

This way of multiplying and continuing of 
taxcs, and contriving new and extraordinary 
methods for levying them, has always been fol- 
lowed by those ministers, who were for esta- 
blishing arbitrary power. The famous Cardi- 
nal Richlieu knew well the effects of sucha 
measure ; he knew what sums of money were 
thereby brought in, and what dependencies 
were thereby created. By the means of such 
taxes, the estates of the quality and gentry of 
France were ruined and undone, so that at the 


9 
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same time that the taxes put itin the power 
ofthe crown to give, they reduced the quality 
aod gentry of the kingduin under a necessity to 
receive ; all sorts of provisions were by the 
taxes rendered 89 dear, and the tenants of their 
estates were so much impoverished, that it be- 
-caine impossicte for most of them to support 
and provide tor their families outof the rents 
of their estates, whereby they were obliged to 
eue to the court for some post or pension, and 
in order to obtain what they wanted, they were 
glad to do whatever the Court commanded. 
These were the duinestic measures of Cardinal 
Richelieu, aud by these the liberties of France 
were lost. As for his foreign measures, I wish we 
had it in our power to follow them ; but io this 
king:om I hope no minister will ever pretend to 
follow his domestic measures ; I am sure, that 
whoever does, will never have it tu his power 
to follow his measures as to foreign affairs 3 for 
the liberties of England are established upon too 
firm a basis, to be overturned by the attempts 
ofany one manin his own life-time; but if we 
do not take care, one man may give them sucha 
shock, as may wake it an easy work for his 
successors: and no measure is less liable to 
fail of success, t).an that of increasing by litle 
and little the power ofthe crown, by augment- 
ing daily the number of its dependents, and 
adding to the necessities of the noblemen and 
gentlemen of the kingdom, by squeezing heavy 
taxes from them for every thing made use of 
in their families: for when liberty appears in 
poverty and distress, and slavery appears in fine 
trappings and great plenty, lam afraid there 


. will be found but few, who-e virtue can stand 


the test of sucha severe trial. : 

There are no taxes more apt to raise tumults 
and insurrections among the people, than those 
that are laid upon the poor. This very tax 
which we are now about to revive, produced 
two or three insurrections in France, before 
the people of that country could be brought to 
subinit to it; and yet it cannot be said, thac 
the tax upon salt in that country is much 
More grievous than this that we are now going 
to lay upon the people of this nation. We 
know that a tax of much less consequence than 
this occasioned the present rebellion in Cor- 
sica, by wliich the people of that island 
are like to’ change masters, and even the 
disturbances in that ligtle island may chance to 
involve all Europe in new troubles, Though 
the people of this nation submitted peaceably 
end quietly for so many years to this grievous 
tax, yet we are not from thence to presume, 
that they will always submit peaceably and 
quietly thereto. When it was first laid on, the 
people were fullv sensible of the necessity that 
there was for laying it on at that time; but 
now when it is to be laid on without anv neces- 
sity, when the poor are thus to be heavily load- 
ed for no other reason or pretence, but that of 
relieving a few of she rich, can 4 be presumed, 


_ that they will as easily submit to the payment 


of itas they did heretofure? They have long 
submitted to bear heavy burthens, and they 
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certainly will bear as long as they can; but 
after a horse has pot his tull burthen, the very 
key of the stable may chance to break his 
back. Why should we run such a risk ina 
time of profound tranquillity? The patience 
of the people with respect to taxes and excises, 
cannot be now so great as it was in time of 
dangerous and expensive foreign war; it may 
nuw be easily overstretched, and therefore we 
ought not to try experiients upon it, when 
thee is not really any occasion. 


The Duke of Newcastle spoke next: 


My Lords, 

Atis very true, that his Majesty in a most 
gracious Specch from: the throne, recom- 
mended to us the easing of the people of 
some of ‘those burthens which-lay heaviest 
upon them, and in pursuance of these his Ma- 
jesty’s Most gracious intentions, this tax upon 
salt was proposed, and was agreed to be taken 
off, asthe tux which at that time was the nght to 
hie heaviest upon the people: but by that very 
step, my lords, by the abslishing of thus tax, 
we have learned that it vever did, nor ever 
can lie heavy upon the people. Fre share that 
was contributed towards it ty each parucular 
man, was so small, that no man was sensible 
of what he paid whilst it was subsisting, nor 
was he sensible of any rehef by its bemy taken 
off: therefore that bis Majesty’s inteations nught 
be fully auswered, that a real ease might be 
given to thoee who have for many veare been 
most heavily oppressed, was this Bill brought 
in and passed in the other House. We all 
know that the landed interest hath been for 
many years loaded with most insupportatle 
land taxés; we know that they have severely 
tele the weight that was Jaid upon them, aod 
therefore they must be immediately sensible of 
the relief that is proposed to be given to them 
by this Bult. 

This Tax upon Salt is in its own nature so 
equal, that every mun, every person in the na- 
tion is thereby obliged to contribute to the 
public expence, according to the benefice he 
receives: There #re such a vast multitude of 
people thcreby obliged to contribute to the 
public charge, that no man is sensible of what 
he pays, no man feels the weight that is laid 
upon him; and for that very reason the people 
contributed thereunto tor many years most wil- 
lingly, and most chearfully; it never did, nor 
can it ever occasion the least grumbling, or the 
lcast complaint: whereas by the land tax, there 
are but a very few persons 10 the nation, who 
are oblized to contribute to the public ex- 
pence, end thereby it falls most yrievously 
upon those that are obliged to pay towards 
it; a very large sum may be raised upon a 
yereat number of people, when every man con- 
tributes his equal aod his just proportion, with- 
out any one man’s being sensible of what he ts 
obliged to pay; but when sucha sum is to be 
raised upon a few of that number, every maa 
that is obliged to pay, not only feels the weizt 


of the burthen that is laid upon him, but really 


f 
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finds it altogether insupportable; and he has 
the more reason to complain, because he finds 
- bimself obliged to bear singly that burthen, 
which ought in justice to be laid upon a great 
many. The land-tax being then the inost un- 
equal tux of any that are levied upon the peo- 
ple of this nation, and the tax upon Salt be- 
ing the most equal and the least burthensome, 
IT must be of opinion, that if we have any re- 
spect far his Majesty’s most gracious recom- 
anendation from the throne, if we have any 
regard for that justice and equality which ought 
to be observed in imposing of taxes, we must 
agree to the Bill now before us. a 


The Lord Buthurst spoke as follows: 


My Lords; I most take notice, that it isa 
hittle irregular to make so. much mention of 
his Majesty’s Speech from the throne; but since 
the noble lords who have spoke, have been 
pleased to mention it, I shall likewise take the 
same liberty, and make this one remark upon 
it, That his Majesty in that speech recommends 


the easing of the poor artificers and manufac- | 


turers: These are the only people mentioned 
therein, and therefore I must be of opinion, that 
his Majesty then thought that they were the most 
heavily loaded, and the first that ought to be 
relieved: This is not only my opinion, but it 
seems it was then the opinion of both Houses 
of Parliament, and of every member of each 
House; for though several taxes were propused 
to be taken off, yet there was not one man in 
either House that proposed, or mentioned the 
taking off any tax, but such a one as he thought 
was burthensome upon that set of people; and 
at last the taking olf of this tax upon salt was 
ayrced to, as being the tax that lay most heavy 
upon the poor of this kingdom. But what we 
are now about? What are we by this Billto do? 
We are to lay a load upon those very people, 
whose case was so compassionately recom- 
mended to us by his Majesty: We are to lay 
again the very same load upon them, which was 
then deemed, by both Houses of Parliament, 
to be the most heavy and the most grievous 
Joad that lay upon the poor artificers aud 
manufacturers of this nation; and in order 
to what? in order to relieve only the rach 
Janded gentlemen cf the nation: Even as to 
them, I think it has been clearly demonstrated, 
that at last it will prove to be no relief, but a 
very great disadvantage; and it is evident at 
first view, that the landed gentlemen of sinall, 
or even of moderate fortuues, cannot “by this 
Bill meet with any relief; because they will 
be obliged to pay more towards the duty upon 
salt, than they save hy being free from a shil- 
ling in the pound land-tax. ; 
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that are to contribute thereto, the payments 
will fall as heavily ypon each particular man, 
as they formerly did. This, my lords, I shall 
beg leave to illustrate by an example or twos 
and the case being the same with respect to 
large sums, as with respect to small, I shall 
therefore make use of small sums only, in order - 
that the calculations may be easily made. Sup- 
pose then that six pounds were to be paid by 
six persons of equal circumstances, this would 
amount to but 20s. a-piece, and not be so grie= 
vous upon them, as if three only of the six per- 
sons were to pay the same sum, because to the 
three the payments would amount to 40s. as 
piece ; but if, in place of laying this six pounds 
upon the three persons, we were to lay twelve 
pounds. upon the whole six persons, would not 
the payment be then as grievous upon every 
one of the six persons, as they were before 
upon every one of the three? Because in thie 
case, every man of the six would be obliged to 
pay 40s. which is just as much as every one of 
three only was formerly obliged to pay: I hope 
in ubis case i¢ will not be said, that any one 
man in the six meets witb any relief, unless it 
be that of seeing his neighbour as wretcted as 
himself. Suppose again, t.at six pounds is td 
be paid by six men, worth about 12 pounds 
a-piece, we know that this would amoune to 
20s. a-piece, which is a twelfth pert of their 
whole estate: These payments may perhaps 
seem to be grievous upon these six men, and 
therefore, in order to ease them, we find out 10' 
other men who are worth six pounds a-piece, 
and 240 men who are worth 1s. a-piece, and we 
resolve to make this great number af 256 men 
pay among them 1@ pounds, each man accord 
ing to his estate; in this case there are 240 men 
that must pay but a penny a-piece, this amounts 
to but 20s. of the 12 pounds; theré are other 
ten men who must pay but 10s. a-piece, this 
amounts to but five pounds of the 12 pounds, 
and therefore the six men worth 12 pounds 


‘a-piece, muust still pay 20s. a man: So that the 


payments fall as grievously upon them us they 
did before, and are equally grievous upon every 
one of the other 150; for it is as grievous for a 
man that is worth but a shilling, to pay a 
penny, or for aman that is worth but six pounds, ‘ 
to pay 10s., as it is upon a man worth 19 
pounds to pay 20s. : In this case I am sure, that 
no man will pretend that any relief is granted 
to any one of the six men, and, [ am afraid, 
this last case will be found to be tov just a 
parallel to the case of laying on a salt-duty, in- 
stead of a shilling in the pound land-tax, which 
is the case now before us. The case I have 
put has in this the advantage, that therein an 
exact proportion is observed; but in the case 


I shall easily agree with the noble lord who ; before us, our rich landed gentlemen will meet 
spoke last, that when a sum of money is to be | with some present ease, for which the gentle- 


paid but by a few, the payments fall much 
more heavily apon each particalar man, than 
they would do, if the same sum, or even a 
jJarger sum, were to be paid by a great many; 
but when the sum is increased in proportion to 
the aumber and circumstances of 


| 
| 


| 
the persons | being a just and equal a that it is the most 


men of small fortunes, and the poor artificers 
and manufacturers must pay double what they 
ought to pay, if an exact proportion were to 
be observed. 

This tax upon salt, is, my lords, so far from 
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unjust, and the most oppressive tax that ever 
was set on foot io this nation. To the pub- 
lic expence every man ought to pay according 
to the benefit he receives. In all cases itis 
hard, it is cruel to tax the poor journeymen 
and day-labourers, because it is not to be pre- 
sumed that they can get any thing more 
than bare subsistence by their daily labour ; 
the profits that may be made, go all to the be- 
nefit of the master who employs them. Heit 
is that has the whole benefit of their labour, and 
therefore he ought to pay the taxes. Any 
echeme for taxing of them, is not only cruel, 
bat it is impracticable, because if, by such taxes 
we enhance the price of the very necessaries of 
life, they cannot possibly subsist upon the same 
wages they subsisted on formerly; they must 
starve, or otherwise their wages must be raised, 
and thus, at last, the master that employs them 
must pay the taxes that are laid upon the poor 
he employs. This, my lords, is a certain con- 
sequence, and this is a consequence that, I am 
afraid, has been severely felt by the merchants 
and master tradesmen of this nation. But 
this tax upon salt has something in it more 
cruel, and more unjust than any other; be- 
cause the poor are therehy obliged to contri- 
bute more in proportion than the rich: We 
all knew that there is but a small number of 
the poor of this nation that live in the families 
of the rich, most of them live upon daily wages, 
and in little cottages of their own; the chief 
part of their food is salt meat, and salt fish, 
and therefore we must conclude that the poorer 
@ man is, the more he is obliged to contribute 
to the public expence, by the means of this 
duty upon salt, in so far at least as relates to 
his own personal consumption. 


The Earl of Ilay then stood up and spoke to 
the effect as follows: 


__ My Lords, | 

I have heard a great manv hard names given 
to the bill now before us ; but I am still con- 
winced that it does not deserve any one of 
those hard names by which it has heen distin- 
guished; upon the contrary, it will, I believe, 
gppear to every man that examines narrowly 
mto the truth of facts, that this bill 1s as 
good a bill as ever was brought into this House. 
As to his Majesty’s speech, it is certaiuly a 
little irregular to take so much notice of it in 
this House ; but all that his Majesty meant by 
that speech, was no more, than that his subjects 
should be eased as soon and as much as pos- 
sible, and that those who were most oy pressed, 
should be the first to be relieved ; he certainly 
did not mean to confine bis parliament to the 
relieving of the artificers and manufacturers, 
without regard to any of the rest of the people; 
he did not mean to confine us to any particular 
set of people: His Majesty understands too 
well our constitution, and has too great a re- 
gard for the preservation thereof, to offer in 
such a case to lay any restraint upon bis par- 
liament. He, out of that love and affection 
which he has always shcwa for his people, re- 
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commended the relieving of those who were 
the most heavily loaded; but he left it eu- 
tirely to his parliament to consider, and to de 
termine who were the greatest objects of com 
passion, what sort of people ougtt to be the 
first to be relieved; and if we consider 
the case of many a poor landed gentleman 
in this island, I believe it will easily appear, 
that they are the greatest objects of compar 
sion, and are the first that ought to be relieved. 
This, I believe, I can easily make appear, bot 
I shall first examine the most material objec- 
tions I have heard against the tax now pro- 
posed to be revived. 

I find, my lords, that one of the chief objec- 
tions against this billis drawn from hence, that 
they say it will give a most terrible increase of 
power to the crown, by the addition of such s 
number of officers, who are all to be at the 
disposal of the crown, and must therefore be 
dependents, opps comee a slaves to the ad- 
ministration. hy really, my lerds, if there 
were any the least ground for raising to our 
selves such a@ frightful spectre, I should be as 
much against this bill as any lord an this House; 
but when we examine into the history and cx 
cumstances of our country, it will appear plain, 
that we have no occasion to put ourselves ia 
such frights, though a much greater number of 
officers were to be added. We all have read 
at least of a time, when the crown had much 
more power than 1s, by this bill, to be put into 
their hands; they had once their court of Wards 
and Liveries, at the same time they had their 
court of Star-Chamber, and they bad besides a 
great many other powers, which they claimed 
us prerogatives ; your lordships must all know, 
that almost every one of your estates were at 
that time under the power, and depended, 
in a great measure, upon the pleasure of 
the crown. There were so many powers, 
privileges, and prerogatives claimed, and most 
of them actually enjoyed, that there were 
but few rich landed gentlemen who could aver, 
that the free and safe enjoyment of their es- 
tates did not depend upon the pleasure and 
good-will of the king. There were few corpo- 
rauions in Britain who could say, that the 
cnjoyment of their charters did not in a grest 
measure, depend upon the cood hking of tbeit 
sovereign, Our kings were thea as ambitious, 
and as fond of arbitrary power, as any future 
king can possibly be ; yet, with all this power, 
no one of them could ever subvert or destroy 
the liberties of this nation. So far otherwise, 
that we found means to make them give up all 
the illegal and extrordinary powers which they, 
or their ancestors, had assumed; and, by the 
happy Revolution, we got the liberties and pre 
vileges of the people fully ascertained, and 
firmly established upon a lasting, I hope, an 
everlasting foundation, if I may be allowed to 
say so of any thing that isto endure as long as 
the world endures. ; 

Even this very tax from which so dreadiul 
effects are now pretended to be apprehended, 
this very tax, Tsay, was laid on, and was msde 
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perpetual in the reign of king William 3, who 
was the glorious preserver of the liberties of this 
nation, and of all Earope. We know that 
during all his reign, the nember of officers 
ander the crown was of no service to him with 
respect to any parliamentary affairs ; we know 


. that he met with a strong and a continual op- 


aie in parliament, such an opposition as 
was often obliged to give way to, and that 
even in things where it afterwards appeared 
plain that he was in the right. Even the me- 
thod of collecting this duty proposed by the 
Bill now before us, was first introduced by a 
Ministry who bad as much wisdom, and as 
great a regard for the liberties of their country, 
as any ministry ever bad : they were sensible 
of the great frauds that were committed under 
the former method of raising it ; and therefore 
they put it under the mauagement of commis- 
sioners and officers particularly appointed for 
that pu 3 and the event answered their 
expectations, for it then produced twice as 
much as it had ever done before. Yet that 
Very ministry, notwithstanding all the suc- 
cesses of their administration, notwithstanding 
their having carried the glory of England as 
high as it ever was carried, and‘notwithstanding 
their having all the officers of the revenue, and 
ef this very duty among the rest, as much at 
their beck as ever any ministry can be sup- 
posed to have ; yet that ministry, I say, were 
not able to preserve themselves in the adminis- 
tration any longer, than the nation had a mind 
they should be continued; nay, they could 
sparcely protect themselves against the malice 
of their inveterate enemies : It plainly appeared, 


tbat their only safeguard consisted in the wis- 


dom of their administration, and the an- 
blemished innocence of their behaviour. From 
hence, my Lords, it must appear, that there is 
not the least danger to be apprehended from 
the Bill now before us. Those jealousies and 
fears that are pretended, are really nothing but 
mere phantoms, and like the phantoms in 
Homer and Virgil, they seem to be thrown in, 
to divert us from doing what we ought. 

As must of the other objections against this 
daty upon salt, are founded upon suppositions 
that cannot be granted, the answer to them 
will be very easy. It is supposed, that this 
duty is grievous upon the poor, and therefore it 
is said, that it will be a loss to the landed in- 
terest, and may occasion tumults and insurrec- 
tons. Now this supposition cannot be granted ; 
we know the contrary from experience. This 
duty continued, and was cheerfully pail for 
above four and thirty years ; the people were 
80 little sensible of it, that they hardly knew of 


any such duty; and when it was taken off, 


there was not aman in the nation that from 
thence felt any relief. Upon its being taken 
off, there were no rents raised, nor were the 
Wages of any servant or workman lowered. 
Even by those who were at the pains to make 
Calculations of what salt they might consume 
una year, it was found, that they had only 
about a groat or six-pence to spend in a year, 
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more than they had before ; and this could not 
be discovered, but by those who could and did 
make such nice calculations, and how few there 
are of such we may easily imagine. 

There is another supposition made, that this 
si will produce above twice as much as it 

y does; that above double the sum which 
comes in to the ose of the public, will be raised 
upon the people. This supposition is foanded 
apon the great difference that there always 
was, between the gross and nett produce of th 
duty : But, my lords, it is well known, that 
many considerable articles were always charged 
to the gross produce, which never were really 
produced, nor ever paid by any man im the 
nation. There were great quantities of salt 
entered, which was afterwards exported ; there 
were great quantities of salt likewise entered, 
which was afterwards employed in the curing 
of fish for exportation : Though theduties upon — 
all such quantities of salt were charged upon 
the entering thereof, to the gross produce of 
the salt duty, yet no such duties were ever 
really produced ; they never were paid by any 
man breathing. Those who entered such salt, 
gave bond, or were charged on the books: as 
debtors for the duties on such salt; and as 
soon as they made it appear, that the salt was 
exported, or that it had been emploved in the 
curing of fish for exportation, their bonds were 
delivered up, or they were entered upon the 
books as creditors for as large a sum, as they 
had been entered debtors for on account of that 
salt. By deducting all such articles as these 
from the gross produce, we shall find thet 
there never was a moch larger sum really raised 
upon the people, than that which came nett in 
to the public revenue ; and therefore this sup- 
position, and all the calculations founded 
thereon, must be wrong. 

As to what is said, my lords, in relation te 
the subjects of North Britain, there never was 
either a favour or an injury designed to be 
done to them by this Bill; there never was 
any partiality intended to be shewn to them ; 
They are, by the articles of the union, to pay 
no more towards the salt duty, than what is to 
be charged upon them by the Bill oow before 
us. And this tax is by experience known ta 
be so easy a tax upon eke of that conn- 
try, that I am persuaded, every man in the 
country will chuse to be subject to this, rather 
than to any other tax whatsoever. I do not 
doubt indeed, but the people of that country, 
as well as the people of other countries, would 
ay the 
smallest tax that ever was laid on ; and there- 
fore those m that country, who have no land 
estates, would, without doubt, chuse to have 
a jJand tax, rather than a salt tex; it is the 
same in this country ; it will eternally be the 
same in al] countries, But this I am sure can 
have no weight with any cf your lordships. 

This leads me naturally to consider the hard- 
ships of the land tax, .and the distresscs of the 
landed gentlemen; and here indeed, I have 


good reason to make use of all those hard 


a 


\ 
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names against the land tax Bill, which have 
been so plentifully bestowed apon the Bill now 
before us. We ail know what a small propor- 
tion the landed gentlemen of this nation bear 
to the rest ot the people; we all kuow what a 
Dumber of rich merchants, tradesmen, stock- 
holders, money-lenders, and other sorts of peo- 
ple there are m this nation, who have go land 
estate, or but a very small land estate, in pro- 
portion to their other estates: None of those 
py, a farthing, or but a mere trifle towards the 
and tax. Iam sure, I do not make a compu- 
tation too favourable for the tanded interest, 
when I say, that all those that are pussessed of 
any laud estate taken together, do not make 
above a hundredth part of the people of this 
Mation ; and yet I may modestly say, there has 
been raised upon them only for these foity 
years past, at least one third part of the public 
expence yearly, taking one year with another. 
The land taxes that have been raised within 
these forty years, will, I am convinced, amount 
to one third part of the whole money that has 
been raised within that time for the public 
use. Besides which, the Jand-holders have 
contributed their full share to every other tax 
that has been laid upon the people. How ini- 
quitous, how unjust is this, to niake a hun- 
dredth part of our people pay by means of one 
tax which falls upon them only, a third part of 
the public expence, besides their share of all 
other taxes ? But this is notall; even ainong 
the Innded gentleineu themselves, how unequal 
is the Jand-tax divided ? There are some whose 
estates are rated to the land tax at the full 
value; they paya shilling in the pound for 
‘every shilling land tax that is laid on; there 
are others, whose estates are rated to the 
land tax at about a balfonly of the real value : 
they pay but sixpence, when their neighbours 
paya stilling; and there area great many, 
who pay but a groat, because their lands are 
gated to the land tax at but one third of the 
real value. How can this be reconciled to that 
justice and equality, which ouzht to be ob- 
served as to the imposing of taxes upon the 
people ? 

Supposing,my lords, that we could make every 
gnan contribute to the public annual charge ac- 
cording to the rents or the profits he has yearly 
coming in from his estate, or from his trade 
and husiness; this, indeed, would be the most 
equitable way of laying on taxes, if it could be 
done; but even in this view we shail find, that 
the landed interest has for these forty years, by 
means of the land tax only, paid ucar twice 
their proportional share. The lands of Eng- 
land were never reckoned to bring in above 
ten millions a year, according to the rates of 


the land tax; but because they may he under- |. 


valued, we shall reckon that they bring in 20 
millions a year: We must however from thence 
deduct what is paid yearly by the landed gen- 
tlemen for the interest of the mortgages upon 
their estates, for repairs and the like, and what 
they lose by the bankruptcy of their tenants ; 
jt has always been computed, that the mort- 
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gages upon the land estates in England amount 
to 20,000,000/. the interest of this sum at 5 pep 
cent, is one million yearly; and alluwing that 
all the other deductions amount to another mil- 
hon, we cannot reckon the income or rents of 
all the landholders in England to amount to 
above 18 millions a year. The whole people 
of this nation at the lowest computation are 
reckoned tu amount to 8 millions; of these 
there is a hundredth part, that is 80,000, that 
are landholders, but adinitting their number to 
be 100,000, there must then be 7,900,000 per- 
sons in this nation, that have no land estate; 
and supposing them to spend ip a year in vic- 
tuals, drink, cloaths, diversions and all incident 
charges, but 124. a year, one with another, 
which | am sure is the lowest computation that 
can be made; their yearly expence, and con- 
sequently their yearly income, wall amount to 
very near 95 millions, which is above five times 
the income of the landed interest; and yet we 
have been so unjust as to make the landed in- 
terest pay for above these forty years, a tax 
which it laid upon them only, and which bas 
amounted to at least a third of the whole pub- 
lic expcence, besides their equal share of all 
other taxes, 

Thjs unequal load which has so long been 
laid upon the landed interest of this kingdom, 
is the more grievous, because many of our 
landed estates are heavily loaded with murt- 
gages; for there are many landed gentlemen in 
this nation, who have the appenrance of a 
great estate, and yet have but a poor residue 
coming in for the support of their families, 
after the interest upon their mortgayes, and the 
taxes are all paid: Let us consider, my lords, 
that by laying an additional shilling upon the 
land, we perhaps take from many gentlemen in 
Britain the ouly support they have left for their 
poor families. .The gentlemen of land estates 
are generally of old fanulies, their families hare 
perhaps for many years been considerable ia 
the country where they live, they must main- 
tain the character and the dignity ot their fa- 
milies, they must provide large fortunes for 
their children, or they must charge their estates 
with new mortgages for that purpose. By con- 
tinwing thus to overcharge them, we shall inake 
them: all become dependent upon the crown ; 
this will add a power to the crown that we 
ought to be much more afraid of, than of add- 
ing a few necessary officers for collecting the 
public revenue. Upon considering these things, 
my lords, we may easily judge which is the 
Most Jniguitous, which is the most dangerous, & 
high land tax, or this duty upon sale, Who- 
ever considers these things, must soon resolve 
to agree to the Bill now before us. 


Then the question being put for committing 
the Bill, it was carried in the atirmative, by 40 
against 25. 

March 29. The order of the day being read 
for the House to resolve itselfinto a Committee 
on the said Salt Bill, the Earl of Shaftesbury 
presented a Petition from several merchants, 
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masters and owners of ships, &c. in the town of 
Liverpool, setting forth, “* That the reviving of 
the Salt Tax would be a very great prejudice to 
them in their trade and fishery, and. particularly 
that the importation. of herrings from Scotland 
would be the ruin of that trade among them, 
by which a great many poor families who then 
ada that trade, would. be brought upon the 
ish. 
Immediately after the reading of this Peti- 
» tion, the lord Delawar presented a Petition 
in the name of the mayor, aldermen, and most 
considerable merchants of the same town of 
Liverpool, representing, “‘ That they had been 
informed, that upon the 29th of that month, 
being Sunday, several persons bad privately and 
clandestinely signed a Petition to be presented 
to theiw lordships, against reviving the Salt 
Duty; but that they were of opinion, that nei- 
ther the reviving of that duty, nor any clause 
in the Bill that bad been brought in for that 
purpose, could he prejudicial to them, or to any 
person in that town, or, as they believed, in 
any other part in England, and that therefore 
they would most readily and willingly acquiesce 
in whatever their lordships should please to do 
in that affair.” Hereupon the first Petition 
was rejected, 


Motion to exempt Salt used tn Manure.] 
‘Then the Earl of Shaftesbury moved, That it 
be an instruction to the said Committee, tbat 
they do receive a clause to exempt all salt, 
used for manoring of land, from the duties laid 
by the said Bill. After debate, the question 
was put thereupon, and resolved in the nega- 
tive: not cuntent 74, content 21. 


Protest on rejecting the Motion. ] 
‘¢ Dissentient? 

“ Because it has been found by experience, 
during the time the duties upon salt were taken 
off, that great improvements have been made 
in several parts of the kingdom, by using salt 
In manuring of land; but by the revival of 
those duties, without the provision designed by 
this instruction, there must be a total stop put 
to all improvements of that nature; and we 
are convinced that in a few years the lands of 
England might bave been raised, by the use of 
this manure, more than double what this tax 
will produce to the government; and we ap- 
prehend this to be a very improper time to 
check the industry of the veopie, and prevent 
their domestic improvements, since, we fear, 
the national wealth is not likely to be increased 
at this time by any foreign commerce. 

Signed) Scarsdale, Strafford, Boyle, 

inche and Nottingham, Thanet, 

Ker, Bathurst, Shaftesbury, Northamp- 

. ton, Litchfield, Suffolk, Coventry, Car- 

teret, Abingdon, Bridgewater, War- 

rington, Tweedale, Gower, Masham, 
Bristol.” 


Motion to exempt home-made Sult used for 
victualling Ships.| After this lord Gower 
moved, ‘‘ Thac it be an Instruction to the said 


Vor. Vu ; 
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Committee, that they do receive a. clause to 
exempt from the duties laid by the Bill, all. 
home-made salt used in victualling of ships.” 
After debate, the question was put thereun, 
and it was resolved in the vogative,. by 75. 
against 21. | 

Protest on rejecting it.) 

 Dissentieut’ 

1, “* Because the duties to be laid’ by this- 
Bill on all home-made salt used for victualling. 
of ships, increases. the expence of the royal 
navy, and is a heavy burden upon the trade 
and navigation of the kingdom, and will very 
sensibly affect the merchants, already under 
great difficulties by reasun of the decay of trade, 
and the many grievous losses they have sus- 
tained, and the hardships they have undergone 
by depredations, seizures and confiscations, too: 
severely felt by most of the traders of Great 
Sera aud too publicly known to be doubt- 

of. 

2. ‘ Because this duty = ek our home-made 
salt, must occasion many of our merchants to 
victual their ships abroad, to the diminution of 
the national wealth, and to the great detriment 
of the landed interest of this kingdom.—— 

— (Signed,) Strafford, Winchelsea and 

- Nottingham, Tweedale, Suffolk, Bristol, 
Ker, Abingdon, Scarsdale, Shaftesbury,. 
Boyle, Coventry, Bathurst, Carteret,. 
Thanet, Litchfield, Bridgwater, Gower, 
Masham, Warrington, Northampton.” 


Motion for restraining any Offtcer of the: 
Salt- Duty from being concerned in Elections. } 
Then the lord Bathurst moved, ‘ That it be an 
Instruction to the same Committee, that they: 
do receive a clause to restrain any person, dur-. 
ing the time he shall be concerned or employed 
in the charging, collecting, levying or managing 
any of the duties to be granted by the Bill, 
from being a returning officer, or voting, or in 
fluencing any elector to vote in elections of 
members to serve in parliament.” 

After debate, the quesuon was put thereon; | 
and it was resolved in the negative, by 7f 
against 21. . 


ia on refusing a Clause for that Pure 
pose. 
*¢ Dissentient’ | | 
1. ‘* Because the officers employed. in the 
customs, in the excise, in other branches of the 
revenues, and in other parts of the public sere 
vice, are already vastly numerous; they com- 
pose, in effect, a second standing army, and 
are perhaps, in some respects, more dangerous. 
than that body of men properly so called ; the. 
influence which they have io the elections of 
meinbers to serve in parliament, has been too. 
often felt to have been denied; and we pre- 
sume, that examples are not hard to find, where 
the: military forces have been withdrawn to. 
create the appearance of a free election, and 
the standing civil forces of this kind have been. 
sent to take this freedom away. Should we 
suffer A invasion on the freedom of election. 
3 | 
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te continue, much more to increase, it will be 
easy, ip our opinion, to demonstrate, that one 
vital priociple of our present constitution and 
the freedom of the British government must be 
lest; siace the House of Commons might in- 
deed afterwards be a representative of an ad- 
ministration, or of one single winister, but could 
no longer be atrue representative of the people. 
We think aurselves obliged therefore to oppose 
the growth of so great an evil upon every occa- 
sion; and we apprehend that every such in- 
crease of the officers of the revenue, as this 
Bill umports, is strictly such an occasion; and 
therefore we think the instruction should have 
been agreed to, that we might not add to 
that evil, which, we conceive, is already too 
great. 

9. “ Because, from the very institution of par- 
liaments, (at least from the time whea they 
began to be composed and held, in the manner 
and for all the purposes they now are,) the 
principal aim of the enemies of public liberty 
has been to enable the crown to govern with- 
out them, or to corrupt their members, or to 
destray the freedom of their elections: From 
the same time we may date the constant care, 
which has been taken by the friends of the 
public liberty, to ward off those several dan- 
gers: and the laws which appear in our statute 
_ books, for rezulating elections of members to 
serve in parliament, as well as the qualitica- 
tions of the electors and the elected, are stand- 
ing monuments, which shew hew early those 
dangers began, and that the opposition to them 
hegan as early. The form of our government, 
as it has been settled since the revolution, 
Jeaves no longer room to apprehend the first of 
the attempts mentioned ; the wisdom of this 
House has seemed, by rejecting the Pension 
Bil three times snccessively, to think the laws 
already in force sufficient to prevent the se- 
cond: but the third must, in our opivion, be 
looked upon to be a growing danger, and to 
Tequire extreme watchtuluess against the con- 
Sequence of it, as lung as the many heavy 
taxes, and the present management of the 
publie revenues, keep up in all parts of the na- 
tion such an_exorhitant number of receivers, 
supervisors, collectors, and other tax-gatherers, 
who are maintained by the people, but are 
solely directed by the treasury. The state of 
property and the nature of tenures anciently 
the real as well asthe pretended prerogatives in 
times more modern, yave to the crown, atnong 
other influencey, avery great one in the elec- 
tions of menibers of parhiament. Thanks be 
to God, ato the virtue of our furefathers, 
this state of property is altered, and these 
teres age abolished; and these prerogatives 
re ‘e.thef taken away or limited, defined and 
~hxed by law; there will remain therefore no 
ineans of destroying the freedom of elections, 
except those of corruption, which, we hope, 
may be rendered inetfectual, by the law to 
which the House consented two sessions ago, to 
the entire satisfaction of the whole nation ; 
unless the dangers we are apprehensive of 
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should arise by establishing such aggmentations 
of the number of officers employed in the 
revenue without restrictions to prevent them 
from being returning officers, or voting, or 
influencing any elector to vote in fature elec- 
tions. . 

3. “* Because we apprehend that if any such 
augmentations, withoat the aforesatd cautions, 
are suffered to be made, greater danger will 
arise from this new influence, to the freedom of 
elections, And by consequence to the consute- 
tion of our government, than ever did anse 
when the prerogative was carried to the utmost 
height, and the influence of the crown was 
the most severely felt and complained of; we 


apprehend that this exorbitant number of off- 


cers may, one time or other, effect the destruc- 
tion of those liberties, for the preservation of 
which the taxes were given which those officers 
are employed to collect. We apprehend, that 
by con:enting to the increase of these officers, 
without restriction, we shall contribute to such 
an influence, as may prove more fatal to liberty 
than any of those which were formetiy ac- 
quired, because it will be the etfect of a parlia- 
mentary establishment ; and will make its way 
the more surely, by making it indirectly, secretly 
and silently. ( Signed, ) Strafford, Warring- 
ton, Litchfield, Coventry, Tweedale, 
Gower, Thanet, Scarsdale, Bristol, Buyle, 
Masham, Winchelsea and Nottinghan, 
Carteret, Shaftesbury, Bathurst, Suffolk, 
Bridgwater, Ker, Northampton.” 


Then it was moved to adjourn, which was 
carried in the negative, by 71 against 21. After 
this the Ball was read through, by which time it 
being.six o’clock, the House adjourned to next 
day. 

March 30. The House resolved itself again 
into a Committee upon the said Bill, when the 
lord Carteret moved, That the last clause of 
the act of the 5th and 6th of William and 
Mary, intituled, ‘ An Act for granting to their 
‘ Majesties certuin rates and duties upon salt, 
‘and upon beer, ale and other liquors, for se- 
‘curing certain recompences, &c.’ might be 


‘real; and the same being accordingly read, be 


moved, “ That the opinion of the Judges might 
be asked, whether or no that clause was re- 
vived by the Bill then before them.” But 2 
being insisted upan by several lords, that it was 
not proper to put the question in those terms, 
because that clause never having been repealed, 
it was nct theretore necessary to revive it by 
any express clause fur that purpose in the Bul 
then kefore them; after some debate about the 
form and method of stating the question, it was 
agreed to be put to the effect as follows, viz. 
Whether any member of the House of Com- 
mons could, directly or indirectly, be con- 
cerned in the farming, collecting, Or managing 
the duties to be revived by the Bill then before 
them? To which the answer was, That they 
could not. Then the question being put far 
reading it a third time, it was Carmed in the 


afirmative, by 79 against 20. . 
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Debate in the Lords on the third Reading of 
the Suit Ball.] March 31. The Bill being ac- 
cordingly read a third time, 

Lord Carteret said, That that being the 
last opportunity he should probably have of 
offering any thing against that Bill, be could not 
let thac opportunity slip without declaring his 
opinion against a Bill, which was, as be thought, 
the worst bill thas had ever been brought be- 
fore that House: It was, he said, in his opi- 
nion, a most insidious bill; there was a snake 
in the grass, which, if they did not crush, 
would, if be might be allowed to use scripture 
terms, bruise the heel of the constitutiup, and 
consequently of their lordships : That he would 
not repeat what he had before said, but he 
thougit he had proved, that it was contrary 
to mterest of England, contrary to the in- 
terest of Sovtland, destructive to the land 
interest, destructive to the trading interest ; 
aud what was worst of all, that it would ruin 
the Constitution. 

The Dake of Newcastle answered, That there 
was no argument brought for proving any thing 
egainst the Bill, but what had been fully an- 
swered and refuted: That if there was any 
snake in the grass, it was in the opposition tnat 
had been made to that Bill, for tbat there had 
been no reason publicly given, that could give 
aay colour or pretence for making so strong an 
Opposition to that Bill, which in its own nature 
was one of the most just, one of the most com- 
passionate, and one of the most necesyry Bills, 
that had ever been brought before that House. 
That the very design of that Bill was to pre- 
serve the land-interest, without the preserving 
of which, neither our trade nor our constitution 
Could long subsist. 


The Silt-Bill passed.) Then the question 
being put for passing the Bill, it was carried in 
the athrmative. 


Protest aguinst it.} 
“ Dissentient’ Abingdon. 
1. “ Because this tax hath been found, by 
long experience, to be most grievous to the sub- 
ject; for which reason the pariiament lately, 
upon the recommendation of his Majesty from 
the throne, chose to repeal this, as the most op- 
pressive york of the sinking fund, for the ease 
and relief of the subject: It may therefore seem 
very extraordinary, that in so short a time, be- 
re the people have received much benefit 
front it, in a time of peace, and without any 
necessity (that appears to us) and when the 
supply might be raised with less charge and in- 
Convenience witlin the year, we should have 
recourse to a tax too odious and oppressive to 
€ continued, even for the payment of the na- 

Yonal debt. 

2. “ Because we have reason to believe the 
ligament would not have cut off such a 
braneh of the sinking-fund, (which has been 
CXeemod so sacred and necessary) if it could 
bave been thought that it could ever have been 
Spplied to any other use; and it may give 
cause te apprehend, that the rest of the sinking- 
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fund may, by the same means and to the same 
purposes, be occasionally diminished; til it is 
reduced too low to satisfy the public creditors, 
and discharge the immense debts of the nation: - 
Which opinion (if it should once prevail) would 
effecturlty destroy the public credit, and in- 
volve the king and kingdom in inextricable 
difficulties. : 

3. “ Because this tax, instead of being ap- 
plied tothe payment of our debts, occasions 
the increase of them; and instead of raising 
the Supply within the year, which is always 
most eligible, even in time of war, if it can 
be done, and whfch method (if it had been 
taken at first and pursued) had left the ‘nation 
free and unincumbered to us and our posterity, 
we now mortgage the revenue, in time of peace, 
for a term of years, though but a short one, 
and yet what the people may notwithstanding 
apprehend will be continued, and be made a 
precedent in all supplies fur the future; which 
method of anticipating the revenoe must ne- 
cessarily weaken the government, by depriving 
it of the means necessary for its support in 
case of any sudden emergency of war, or other 
publie calamity, and in consequence throw all 
the weight of the public expence upon the 
landed interest, which will pay dear fot the re- 
lief of one shiiling in the pound ohly in this 
year’s Jand-tax, 

4. “ Because it is liable to frauds and great . 
deductions, which make the real produce into 
the Exchequer little, though it raises much 
upon the people; and'is a great discourage- 
mentto the fishery, and a burthen upon the 
trade and navigation of the kingdom. 

5. “ Because it iy not only a great burthen 
to the landed estates, and particularly to the 
grassing farms, but evena prolbition to all im- 
provements of land, in those parts where it ie 
used fur manure. 

6. “ Because as this excise is proposed with. 
out any apparent necessity, or Convenience to 
the public, or even any real advantage, (as is 
suggested) to the landed interest, it must ne- 
cessurily create a jealousy in the people, that 
it is a step and introduction to a more general 
one; than which nothing can be shore odious 
and dreaded, but @ standing army, that must 
necessarily attend the execution of it. ; 

7. ** Because Scotland being charged only 
with one shilling per bushel on salt, which is not 
a third part of the daty, it introduces an ine~ 
quality in trade, contrary to that which seems 
established by the articles of the Union, and 
tends to the keeping up invidious distinctiors 
between the two parts of the United kingdom, 
lt may justly be doubted, if the exemption 
from this duty at the timé@of the Union is a 
sutlicient reason for the like now, since the 
duty was appropriated to the debts of Eng- 
land contracted before, and is now revived for 
the current service of this year; yet under ihe 
appearance of favour, the people of Scotland 
will, at least, pay in three years the full sum of 
94,6721. for the saving of the one shilling in the 
pound land-tax, in the current year, amounting ~ 
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to no less than 12,000/. So that Scotland, in- 
.etead of being eased by this Bill, is doubly 
loaded and restrained in her trade upon ac- 
count of this distinction; and all the buuuties 
‘upon exportation, payable now there by law, 
‘are rendered precarious; and consequenily 
this tax should not, in our opinivos, have been 
imposed. 

8. “ Because the subjects are laid under 
gtievous penalties by this Bill, the incurring of 
which cannot, in many cases, be prevented, 
notwithstanding the strictest care; whereby 
the most innoceat may be subjected to the dis- 
-cretion and mercy of the commissioners and 
officers of the revenue, wherein the greatest 
partiality may be exercised. 

9. * Because all taxes which require a mol- 
stitude of officers to be e:mployed in collecting 
them, and which give thereby both occasion 
-and pretence to quarter numbers of useless 
subjects on.the labourand industry of others, 
‘become so chargeable and oppressive, that 
they are hardly borne in the most arbitrary 
governments; and that they seem repugnant 
to the very nature of a government constituted 
‘like oars. The sole expence of levying this 
‘tax, added to the interest which must be paid 
for loans made on the credit of it, will appear, 
.on fair calculation, sufficient to discharge, in 
a competent number of years, the principal 
and interest of the whole sum for which the 
supply is given. In point of good husbandry 
therefore, we think, that atax of this nature 
should be rejected in any country where reason 
4s nut subdued by force, and where private will 
has not been vet received forlaw; but in a 
Jimited monarchy, like this of Great-Britain, 
where the powers of the constitution are di- 
vided and balanced, and yet the whole exe- 
cutive power is intrusted to the prince, we ap- 
prehend, that these frequent and great aug- 
mentations of the number of officers sppoint- 
.ed, directed and paid by the authority of the 
crown, though employed in cuilecting and 
ananagiig revenucs, which are no part of the 
Tevenue of the crown, ought to be esteemed 
" .dangerous to public liberty, and for that su- 
perior reason to be eternally avoided. 
(Signed) Bridgwater, Shaftesbury, Carteret, 

‘Bathurst, Winchelsea and Nottingham, 
Coventry, Tweedale, Strafford, Nor- 
thampton, Gower, Ker, Scarsdale, War- 
rington, Litchfield, Tadcaster, Bristol.” 


Resvlutions of the Commons on the Report re- 
dating to the fraudulent Sale of the Earl of 
Derwentwater’s Estate.| March 30. The 
Commons took into consideration the Report 
from the Committee, to whom all the Books, 
Instruments, and Papers, relating to the Sale 
of the estate of James, late earl of Derwent- 
water, were referred, and came to the follow- 
ing Resolutions: 1. “ That it appears to this 
House, that on the 30th of July, 1723, Matthew 
White, esq. was declared the purchaser of an 
annuity of 200/. during the life of Charles Rat- 
eliffe, issuing out of the estate of James late earl 
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of Derwentwater, with ail the arrears thereof 
from his attainder, for 1,201. 1s. without doe 
notice of time or place for exposing such an 
Duity to sale, and without the presence ofa 
sufficient number of Commissioners and Trus- 
tees, as required by the Act appointing such 
Commissioners and Trustees. 2. That Woliam 
Smith, esq. did on the 11th day of July 1723, 
for the consideration of 1,0602, contract fur aa 
Estate of James late earl of Derwentwaier, 
mentioned, in a particular published by the said 
Commissioners and Trustees, to be of the an- 
nual value of 5,013/.subject to the annuities aud 
incumbrances in the said particulary mentioned, 
and to be sold during the continuance of an 
estate in tail-male, vested in Charles Ratciiffe 
in remainder, expectant on the death of Jun 
Ratcliffe under age, and without issue-male, 
which contract was, on the 30th of the same 
July, vacated and torn out of the Book of 
Contracts, and a new one then procured and 
dated as onthe 11th, by which the said William 
Swith not only obtained the said remainder ia 
tail, but also the reversion in fee of the said 
Estate for the same sum of 1,060/. although a 
sufficient number of Commissioners and Trur 
tees, as required by act of Parliament, was not 
present either on the 11th or 30th of the said 
July, nor trad'‘any notice been given of exposing 
to sale the reversion in tee of the said Estate. 
3. That Matthew-White and William Smuth, 
esys. were present on the 30th of the said Jaly, 
when Samuel Alien, secretary to the said Con~ 
missioners and Trustees, signed the names of 
sir Thomas Hales and sir John Eyles to the 
respective pretended contracts, made with the 
said White and Smith on the said SOth of Jaly, 
when no Commissiuner and Trustee, but Den- 
nis Bond, esq. and John Birch, serjeant at 
law, were present. 4. That the contracting 
for the sale of the aforesaid Estates, by a less 
number of the Commissioners and Trustees than 
four, and the not giving 15 days notice at least 
of such sales, was a manifest violation of the 
act of Parliament for the sale of the said Estates, 
highly injurious to the public, and a notorious 
breach of the trust reposed in such Comms- 
sioners and Trustees.” 


A Bill ordered in for making void the said 
Sule.] Upon these Resolutions it was ordered, 
‘¢ That leave should be given to bring in a Bull 
to declare and make void the several contracts, 
aud the conveyances made in pursuance there- 
of, of the Estate of James late earl of Derwent- 
water, to William Smith, esq. and also of the 
annuity of 200/. during the Kes of Charles Rat- 
cliffe, with tbe arrears thereof, tq Matthew 
White, esq.” 

After this the House resulved, nem. con. 
‘© That any Commissioner and Trustee, ap- 
pointed by the said act of Parliament, directing 
or permitting the secretary of the Commission, 
or any other person, to sign the name of any 
absent Commissioner and Trustee, in order to 
make up the number of Commissioners and 


Trustees required by the said Act, to any sale, 
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eontract, or other proceedings, was guilty of a 
violation of the said Act, and of an high breach 
of trust.” | | 
Then a motion was made to resolve, ‘* That 
any absent Commissioner and Trustee ap- 
pointed by the said act of Parliament, impower- 
ing any person to sign his name for him, in 
order-to make up the number of Commissioners 
and Trustees required hy-the said Act, to mat- 
ters of form in proceedings under the said Act, 
was guilty of a great irregularity iti the execu- 
tion of the said Act.” But many members 
being of opinion, That it was as great a viola- 
tion of the Act, and as high a breach of trust, 
for any absent Commissioner to impower any 
person to sign his name for him, in order to 
make up the number of Commissioners re- 
quired, as it was for any Commissioner present 
to direct or permit any other person to sign the 
name of any absent Commissioner, in order to 
make up the number of Commissioners present ; 
the said motion was warmly opposed: however, 
after a long debate, the question was put, and 
it was carried for the motion, by 175 votes 
against 140, : 


Dennis Bond, esg. and Serj. Birch expelled 
the House.| That part of the Committee's Re- 
port, which related to Dennis Bond,* esq. 
member for Poul, being read, it was resolved 
“ That he was guilty of a notorious breach of 
trust, as a Commissioner for Sale of the for- 
feited estates, and that he be for the said of- 
fence expelled the House.” The same Reso- 
lutions were made with regard to Serjeant 
Birch, member for Weobly, and he was also 
expelled the House, | 


Sir John Eyles voted guilty of an Irregu- 


* “Perhaps you think 
66 part? 3 
“‘ Bond damns the poor, and hates them from his 
““ The grave Sir Gilbert holdsitfora rule (heart: 
“* That ew’ry man in want is knave or fool : 
** God cannot love (says Blunt with tearless eyes) 
“* The wretch he starves—and piously denies.” 
Pope’s Moral Epistle: Ep, 3. 

“ This Epistle was written in the year 1731, 
when a Corporation was established to lend 
Money to the poor upon pledges, by the name 
of the Charitable Corporation ; but the whole 
was turned only to an iniquitous method of 
eariching particular people, to the ruin of such 
numbers, that it became a parliamentary con- 
cern to endeavour the relief of those unhappy 
sufferers ; and three of the Managers, ut 
Were members of the House, were expelled. 
By the Report of the Committee appointed to 
inquire into that iniquitous affair, it appears, 

t when it was objected to the intended re- 
Moval of the office, that the poor, for whose 
— it was erected, would be hurt by ir, Bond, 
That the directors, replied, * Damn the poor.’ 
phat * God hates the poor,’ and, ‘ That every 
eee ae want is oe nn fool : &c.’ 

© genuine apvuthegms of some of the 
Persons ‘here mentioned,” . Pope, 


the poor might have their 
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larity ; and ordered to.be Reprimanded by Mr. 
Speaker,] Then that pert of the Report which 
reluted to sir John Eyles, member for London, 
was read, and the recital of a Conveyance en- 
tered into a Book belonging to the said Com- 
missioners and Trustees was read ; then it was 
resolved, ‘‘ That he was guilty of a great Irre- 
gularity as a Commissioner and Trustee for 
Sale of the forfeied Estates fur the use of the 
public, by empowering Mr. Samuel Allen, se- 
cretary of the commissioners and trustees for 
the sale of the said estate, to sign his the said 
sir John Eyles’s name, when absent, in order to 
make up the number of commissioners and 
trustees required by act of parliament, to 
matters of form in proceedings under the 
said act. - And it was ordered, That he 
should for his said offence be reprimanded in 
his piace by the Speaker, and that he should at- 
tend the House in his place the next morning. . 


The Speaker’s Reprimand to Sir John Eyles.} 
March 31. Sir John Eyles attending in his 
place, Mr. Speaker called upon bim by his name; 
And sir John Eyles standing up in his place, 
uncovered, Mr. Speaker, sitting in the chair, 
covered, spoke to bim to the effect following : 


“ Sir Johu Eyles ; 

‘“‘ The House have come to a Resolution, — 
That you are guilty of a great irregularity as a 
Commissioner and Trustee for Sale of the 
forfeited Estates for the use of the public, by 
impowering Mr. Samuel Allen, secretary of the 
Commissioners and Trustees for the Sale of 
the said Estates, to sign your name, when ab- — 
sent, in order to make up the number of Com- 
missioners and Trustees required by act of par- 
liament to matters of form in proceedings under 
the said act : 

“‘ And have imposed a command upon me, 
which is the only une, I can truly say, that I 
ever received with any uneasiness in the place 
I now sit, not from any doubt of the justice of 
the command, nor from any unwillingness in me 
to obey an order of the House, but because 
you, Sir, are unfortunately the subject of it, 
for whom I have always had the greatest per- 
sonal regard. ; 

“‘ The Offence you are guilty of, having 
come within the notice of the House, it was 
impossible it should escape their censure, as 
it had a reference to a trust-reposed in you; 
reposed by parliament, the highest and most 
sacred authority, any subject of this kingdom 
can act under; and with a particular confi- 
dence in you, and the others joined with you, 
because of the relation you bore to the parlia- 
ment; a trust of great importance, and which 
required great pains in, and attention to, it; | 
and for that a very considerable recompence 
was assigned to you out of the public treasure. 
The recompence, Sir, you evjoyed; but the 
pains, and attention, expected from you, you 
tailed in ; and illegally delegated your trust,ia | 
instances, where a false and fraudulent use 
has been made of it. But happy for you, Sir, 
it appears to the House to have been @ matter, 
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rather of evil example, than of evil inteation ; 
for which reasons the Resolutions of the Heuse, 
en this occasion, have a inixture of justice and 
fmercy ; and, as your Offence will always jus- 
tify the censure of the House, let it be your 
care, Sir, that your future behaviour always 
jusufy their lenity : let the justice of the House 
make you fear, and the clemency of the House 
make it a matter of sorrow in you, to offend 
again. 

“‘This sense, I persuade myself, you will 
have of the Judgraent, the House bas passed 
upon you ; which is, That I reprimand you for 
your said Otfence :—Aad I do reprimand you 
accordingly.” 


Sir John Eyles’s Reply.] Whereupon sir 
John Eyles said, ' 

ée Sir, 

“Tam very much ashamed of an Offence, 
that has drawn upon me the animadversion and 
censure of this House ; an offence, which, at 
the tmeof committing it, I had scarce an idea 
of being subject to blame for. I am now made 
truly sensible of it; and the strong and lively 
colours, in which you, Sir, have drawa it, will 
be to me a lasting memento of future caution. 

“‘ The judgment the House has passed upon 
me, [endure with a datiful submission ; and 
you, Sir, baving shewn that tenderness and hu- 
manity, which‘is agreeable to your nature, in 
your kind and indulgent maoner of pro- 
mnouncing it, and thereby in some degree 
abated its rigour, I cannot but express my 
grateful and sincere acknowledgments to your- 
self, and also to the House, for their favour in 
not carrying this censure to any further conse- 
quence.” 


The Thanks of the Commons given to Lord 
Gage for detecting the Fraudulent Sale of the 
Deriwentwater Estate.) Resolved, nem. con, 
“ That the Thanks of this House be given to 
the lord viscount Gage, a member of this 
House, forthe great service he hath done the 
public, in detecting the fraudulent Sale of cer- 
tain forfeited estates of James, late earl of Der- 
wentwater, and of a forfeited annuity, issuing 
out of the same, which were vested in commiis- 
sioners and trustees, to be sold for the 
public use.” 


The Speaker’s Speech to Lord Gage.] And 
Mr. Speaker gave him the Thanks of the House 
accordingly, as follows: 


“¢ My Lord Gage, 
* The [louse have come to an unanimous Re- 
-golution, That the Thanks of the House be 
iven to your lordship, for the great service you 
ave done the public, in detecting the fraudu- 
lent sale of certain forfeited estates of James 
Jate earl of Derwentwater, and of a forfeited 
Bnauity, issuing out of the same, which were 
vested in commissioners and trustees, to be 
aold for the public use. : 
“ And the maaner of your lordship’s making 
this discovery bas sbewm your disinterested 


regard to the public service, as the effect 
of it may be greatly to the public benefit. 

‘© The applying the forfeited estates to the 
use of the public being one of the principal rea- 
sons for making it thereby impossible they 
should ever be given back tu the unfortunate 
families they once belonged to, the House of 
Cammons could not, without uneasiness, thik 
of this pretended sale, which has thrown into 
private hands, no ways allied to the estate, so 

rge a share of profit, due to the public, with 
avery low, and alinost the bare appearance 
only of a consideration for one part, and net 
so much as even that for another. 

*¢ But your lordship’s seasonable detection of 
this injurious transaction will very likely pro- 
duce justice and restitution to the public ; and 
for this service your lordship is gow receiving 
a reward, that, i can answer for your lordship, 
you esteem amongst the greatest, and most 
honourable, you can acquire, aud which, my 
lord, will aot only remain with you, but will 
derive a lasting honour to those, who may 
come after you: 

‘* An honour, my lord, the House has al- 
ways been most tender of in the way, and for 
the reason, they confer it upon you, and, if I 
may use the expression, is a sort of bounty, 
they have ever been most frugal of grantog. 
Few are the instances of it: Not, that public 
services have not frequently been performed, 
but, that the Thanks of the House of Commons 
are never given for public services, but what 
are the most eminent, sach as that, whith your 
lordship has lately done the state. 

“I am very conscious, how imperfectly I 
have conveyed the sense of the House to your 
ship; but the baving no time to prepare myself 
for it must Le my excuse. I wilt only add, 
That no one could with more pleasure obey 
the order of the House on this occasion, than [ 
do, which is, to give your lordship the Thanks 
of the ILouse, for your said service to the pub- 
lic: And I do give your lordship the Thanks 
of the House accordingly.” 


Lord Gage’s Reply.} Whereupon the Lord 
Guage spoke to the etfect following: 


«¢ Mr. Speaker, 

“ This sudden and unexpected honoar hath 
put me into so great a contusion, that I never 
was inore at a loss for words to express myself, 
than now. Ali I can say, Sir, is, to assure you 
and the House, that I had no other view in 
promoting this enquiry, than to discharge the 
trust my country has reposed in me, by detect- 
ing (as far as I was able) a fraud injurious to 
the public. ; 

‘¢ And, since the House has been pleased to 
distinguish my poor service in a manner so far 
beyond what it deserved, or I couid bave 
expected, their approbation of my behavioar 
in this particular instance will, I hope, s 
influence my future conduct in all others, as 
may convince them, that I shall make it ms 
constant endeavour to merit the honour they 
have done we on this occasion.” 
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Farther Debate eoncerning Robinson and 
Thompson.] April 8. The affair of George 
Robinson and John Thompson occasioned a 


_ new debate, for the day being then passed, } 


on which Robinson and ‘Thompson were to ap- 
pear by the act before mentioned, and neither 
of them having appeared or surrendered him- 
self in the terms of the said act; it was moved, 
* That he might be expelled.” But some of the 
members took notice, That by the said Act, 
he might within the time limited surrender 
himself to either House of Parliament ; and 
though he had not surrendered to that House, 
yet they did not know but that he had surren- 
dered himself to the other: and therefore they 
moved, That a Committee should be appointed 
to inspect the Journals of the Lords and to 
report to that House, whether any aud what 
proceedings had been before the Lords in con- 
: sequence of an Act passed that session, intitled, 
“An Act to encourage and compel George 
‘Robinson, esq. and John Thompson to ap- 
‘pear, &c.’ 

But to this it was answered, “ That according 
to the terms of the said Act, the said Robinson 
might have surrendered himself to the other 
House, and might thereby have freed himself 
from the pains, to which he was by the said 
Act subjected, in case of his nut appearing and 
surrendering ; but this they had nothing to do 
with, when they came to consider whether or 
no he ought to be expelled; because in that 
question, the only point to be considered of 
was, whether or no he had attended the service 
of the House according to order ; if he had, it 
would appear by his answering for himself in 
his place, or by some member’s rising up and 
making an excuse for him ; if he had not, he 
was guilty of a high contempt of the orders 
and authority of that House, for which he ought 
tu be expelled; and that therefore they had 
not in the present question any business with 
the Journals of the other House.” 

_ At last the question was put upon this mo- 
tion, and it was carricd in the negative. 

Then the House came to a Resolution, nem. 
con. “ That George Robinson, esq. having 
been charged in parliament with being privy to, 
and concerned in many indirect and fraudulent 
practices, in the management of the affairs of 
the Charitable Corporation for relief of indus- 
trious Poor, by assisting them with small sums 
upon pledges at lega) interest; and with having 
got into lus hands very large sums of money 

elonging to the said Corporation; and being 
returned a Burgess to serve in this presence 
parltament for the borough of Great Marlow 
m the county of Bucks, and having never at- 
tended the service of the House, although re- 
quired so to do, was guilty of a high contempt 
of the orders and authority of this House.” 


George Robinson, esq. expelled the House on 
account of the Charitable Corporation.| Then 
it was likewise resolved, nem. con. ** That the 
said eGeorge Robinson, esq. be for his said of- 
fence expelled the House :” and Mr. Speaker 

9 : 


7 


‘the House. 
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was ordered to issue his warrant for making 
out a new writ forthe said borough of Marlow, 
10 his place. ; , 


The Bill fer making coid the Sale of the 
Earl of Derwentwater’s Estate brought in.] 
April 6. Lord Gage preseated to the House 
a Bill, “ For making void the several Contracts 
for Sale of the late Earl of Derwentwater’s 
estate,” which was read the and ordered 
to be read a second time. 


A Motion that the Witnesses to be examined 
at the second Reading of the said Bill, be ex- 
amined upon Oath, passed in the Negative.} 
April 17. A Petition of William Smith, esq. 
and Matthew White, esq. was presented to the 
House, and read; praying to be heard by their 
counsel against the said Bill, which Petitions 
were ordered to lie upon the table till the 


-secoad reading thereof; and that the Peti- 
‘tiuners might-be then severally heard by their 
‘ counsel. 


Hereupon a motion was made, “ That the 


' Witnesses, who shall be examined for and 


against the said Bill at the second reading 


- thereof shall be examined in the most solemn 


manner.” This occasioned a long debate in 
Those that were against the 
question represented, ‘* Thatthe House of Lords 


had always insisted apon it, that the House of 


Commons, being no court of judicature, had 
not therefore a power to examine witnesses in 
the most solemn manner, at the bar of theie - 
House: That though this power had always 
been claimed and insisted upon by the House 
of Commons, yet it was a point still in dispute 
between the two Houses: And that if the 
House of Commons should upon that occasion 
make use of this disputed power, 1t would oc- 
cnsion a breach between the two Houses, 
which might not only prove to be the loss of 


~the Bill then under consideration, but might 


be of much worse consequence, by putting a 
full stop to all the public business of the na- 
tion ; it being well known, that whenever any 
breach happened between the two Houses, it 
proved always to bea very difficult and tedious 


matter to re-establish that harmony, which 
ought always to subsist between the two 


Houses, and without whieh the public affairs 
of the nation cannot be carried on; so that 


_ their coming to any such resolution might in- 


tirely unhinye the government, and throw the 
whole kingdom into confusion. ; 
Those Members upon the other hand, who 
were for the question, declared the great re- 
gard and concern they had for the Bill then 
under consideration, and for the public peace 
and quiet of the nation $ but said, ‘¢ That the 
true method of preserving the public quiet of 
the nation was, for each House to take care to 
preserve those powers and privileges which 
properly belong to them: for if that House . 
should begin to yield up, or pot exert a power 
which they had always enjoyed, only because 
the other House pretended to dispute their 
having any such power, they might come at 
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last to be stript of all the powers and privi- 
- Jeges they ever had or could pretend to: 
That it was well known, that the House of 
Commons had always been used to impower 
their Committees to examine Witnesses before 
them in the most solemn manner; and it was 
very odd to pretend, that the House itself 
could not make use of that power which the 
every day delegated to their committees ; it 
was not to he presumed, that the other House 
would raise any such groundless dispute: 
That it might perhaps be pretended, that as 
the House of Commons was no court of judi- 
eature, they could not therefore administer an 
Oath: but that was not now to be brought into 
question, because they might get such of the 
members as were justices of the peace to ad- 
minister the oath to the witnesses, upon- which 
oath the witnesses might afterwards be exa- 
mined at the bar of the House ; or they. micht 
et one of the Judges to come to the Speaker’s 
Chamber to administer the Qath to the wit- 
_nesses, which was no new or unheard-of me- 
thod of proceeding: for that there was upon 
their Journals a Precedent for the same, and 
that method was then allowed of by the other 
House without any dispute: That even as to 
their having a power of administering an Oath 
in the most solemo manner, they hoped that 
there was no member of that House who 
doubted thereof; and if it were to be brought 
into dispute, it could be proved to the convic- 
tion of all impartial men: Thatthe House of 
Commons was certainly a Court of Record, 
their being such having been admitted of by 
the other Louse in the most solemn manner, 
as appeared by the 6th of Henry 8, chap. 16. 
By which it was enacted, * That no knight, &c. 
‘should depart from the parliament without 
“ the licence of the Speaker and Commons in 
‘ parliament assembled, to be entered upon 
‘ Record, in the Clerk of the Parliament's 
“ Book, on pain to lose their Wages.’ That 
this was an indisputable testimony of their be- 
ing a Court of Record, and as such they cer- 
tainly had a power to administer an oath in 
any affair which came properly before them, 
and upon which it was necessary that witnesses 
should be examined : That as there was a pre- 
cedent for examining witnesses in the most so- 
lemn manner at the bar of their House, with- 
out bringing their fo of administering of 
oaths intu dispute, if the present question was 
agreed to, they might follow that precedent, 
and thereby prevent all occasion of difference 
between the two Houses. 
Then the previous question being put, That 
the question be now put upon the said motion, 
it passed in the negative. The majority of the 
House, being desirous to have the Bill passed, 
were unwilling to agree to any motion that 
might create a difference between the two 
Houses, and thereby hazard the loss of the Bill, 


Report FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE House 
or COMMONS ON THE FEES oF THEOFFICERS OF 
“se Count os Caancrry.] April 18, Mr. 


, 


cd 
we A ec ef PGS sce a eS SS 


Wyndham reported from the Committee, te 
whom the several Lists of the Officers, and 
their Deputies, belonging to the several Courts 
in Westminster-ha]l, and elsewbere, with the 
Lists, Accounts, and Tables of Fees, claimed 
by them (which were presented to this House 
in the Jast and present session of parliament) 
and also the Lists, Accounts, and Tables of 
Fees, of the Officers, and Servants, belonging to 
the Judges of the several Courts in West- 
minster-ball, and the Circuits, the Associates, 
and Clerks of Assize. (presented to this House 
in the session of parliament preceding the last) 
were referred, the matter, as it appeared to 
them, with the Resolutions of the Committee 
thereupon, which they had directed him to re- 
rt to the House: And he read the Report in 
is place, and afterwards delivered it in at the 
Clerk’s table; where the same was read; and. 
the Report and Resolutions are, as follow; 


“ The Committee, taking into consideration 
the great number of Othcers, and Clerks, who 
have presented to this House Lists of Fees, 
thought it necessary to examine into the Fees 
of the Officers of each Court separately, and to 
begin with the Court of Chancery, which is a 
Court always open, and which exercises the 
most extensive jurisdiction, and abounds with 
clerks, and officers. 

“The Committee enquired, of what officers 
the Court of Chancery did anciently consist, 
and what regulation of their fees had been 
made, and what methods used, to prevent the 
increase of unnecessary officers, and the ex- 
action of illegal fees. 

‘‘ It appeared to the Committee, that Com- 
missions, to enquire into the behaviour of 
officers in courts of justice, ecclesiastical and 
civil, were frequently issued, in former times, 
to several great officers of the kingdom, and 
others, with power to correct abuses, and with 
direction to certify their proceedings, either to 
the king in Council, or into the Court of Chan- 
cery. ° 

«The inrollment of two such Commissions 
in the reign of James the First, and of four in 
the reign of Charles the First, were produced to 
the Committee, from the records in the chapel 
of the Rolls; but no such commission has issued 
since the restoration of Charles the Second. 

‘¢ Another method of reforming abuses in the 
courts of Justice was, by the presentment of 
experienced practisers, upon oath, appointed by 
the judges of the several courts tu enquire, what 
fees had been exacted, other than the ancient 
and usual fees. 

‘“ A Presentment, upon oath, of 15 persons, 
in the 40th of Elizabeth, for the better Retor- 
mation of sundry Exactions and Abuses, sup- 
posed to be committed by officers, clerks, and 
ministers, in the high Court of Chancery, was 
shewed to the Committee; by which present 
ment it plainly appeared, who were the ofhcers 
of the Court at that time, and what were thex 
legal fees. 


<* But, as the officers of the Court of Chaa- 


t 
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cery are exceedingly increased since that time, 
by patents and grants, and many secretaries, 
and clerks, and other honorary attendants upon 
the judges of that court, appear now to claim 
large fees, whose services were unknown to the 
ancient practisers in the 40th of Elizabeth, the 
Committee thought it proper to make a hist of 
such offices, as appear to be ancient, and ne- 
cessary to the justice of the court, and a ist of 
such, as have since grown up insensibly into 
offices of great profit, and much increased the 
expence of the proceedings of the court ; which 
lists are hereunto annexed, Appendix, No. 1, 
and 2. | 

*¢ By the Presentment of Fees in the 40th 
of Elizabeth, and by the Lists of Fees, lately pre- 
sented to this House, it appears, that many fees 
of several ancient officers, then allowed, con- 
unue the same to this time ; particularly, of the 
examiners, the cursitors, the clerk of the sub- 
peoas, the clerk ofthe chapel of the rolls, the 
Clerks wf the petty bag, the six clerks, and 
others; which the Committee think very ob- 
servable, and consider as the effect of a good 
regulation, once established, wlich has Leen 
able to preserve itself for above 130 years 
against the incroachments of officers on all 
sules in the same court. 

“The Abolition of the Court of Star-cham- 
ber, and of the court of Wards and Liveries, to- 
gether with all the writs and proceedings of 
those courts, has extinguished some ollices, and 
reduced the profit of some ancient oflicers of 
the Court of Chancery; and the alteration, 
which time has introduced into the practice of 
the court, has greutly raised the prolits of other 
officers, who are concerned in the proceedings 
in equity, by the multiplying of petitions, bills, 
answers, pleadings, examinations, decrees, and 
other forms, and copies of them, and extending 
them frequently to an unnecessary length. 

“It appeared to the Committee, that the 
charge of drawing and entering an order in the 
Court of Chancery anciently was but one or 
two shillings, and never exceeded three shillings, 
untill the time, that the office of register was 
erected, and a grant made of it, and that all or- 
ders, dismissions, and decrees, were endorsed 
Upon the pleadings. The fee of three shillings 
and sixpence for each side in all causes, and of 
Seven shillings a side in causes by consent, now 
claimed by the register, and his deputies, ap- 
pear to the Committee to be a heavy burthen 
Upon the client, especially, considering the long 
recitals in decrees and orders of late times, 
which the deputy registers did acknowledge to 
Consist frequently of twenty, thirty, forty, or 
More, sides, and considering, that other forms 
n the same court are charged eight pence, or 
at most twelve pence a side. 7 

* The charge of eight pence a side for copies, 
ees by the masters, and by the six clerks, 
* 40 ancient fee, where copies are necessary ; 
aa the Committee were informed, that copics 
aia frequently forced upon the client, contrary 

18 desire, and claimed by officers, us due to 

y» or charged by solicitors, though neither 
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claimed or paid; which, considering the prodi-: 
gious length of some forms, and that the whole 
proceedings in causes consist often of several 
thousand sheets, is a grievous abuse, that ought 
to be reformed. 

‘‘ The Masters in Chancery claim two shil- 
lings for every summons, which the Committee 
admit to be reasonable; but are informed, that 
abuses have been often committed, by a great 
number of summons issuing, without any atten- 
dance of the clerks, or solicitors, who neverthe- 
less may charge their clients for such summons, 
and their attendance, because few bills are regu- 
larly taxed before the masters; which Mr. 
Holford and Mr. Elde, masters in Chancery, 
did affirm to be a principal occasion of the in-- 
crease of expence in causes, the solicitors gene- 
rally taking upon themselves to tax one anothers 
pee and making what allowances they think 

t. 

‘“ The Committee apprehend, that the fees 
of the secretaries, clerks, and other officers, who 
do not appear to have been known formerly to 
the court, have never undergone any public ex- 
amination; that many diffcrent offices render 
the business of the court very inconvenient to 
the suitor, and greatly encourage the demand 
of new fees. 

‘‘ It appeared-to the Committee, tbat orders 
had sometimes been made, for the officers to 
hang up publicly lists of their fees; most of 
which lists are since withdrawn, or have been 
sutfered to decay, and become so useless, that 
the officers themselves seemed often doubtful, 
what fees to claim, and most of them relied 
upon no better evidence, than some informa- 
tion from their predecessors, or the deputies of 
thejr predecessors that such fees had been de- 
manded, and received. 

‘‘ Among the various claims of those, who 
now call themselves officers of the Court of 
‘Chancery, none appeared more extraordinary 
to the Committee, than the fee of the secretary 
and clerk of the briefs; who, upow grants, to_ 
enable persons to beg and collect alms, claim, 
and frequently receive, a fee of forty, fifty, or. 
sixty, pounds; and the register takes, besides, 
twelve or thirteen pounds, for stamping and 
telling the briefs; which fees, with other great 
charges upon the collection, devour three parts 
in four of what is given for the relief of persons, 
reduced to extreme poverty by fire, or other ac- 

cidents. 

“© The Clerk of the lunatics and ideots ine 
formed the Committee, that he had never seen 
any account of his fees, till lately; he believes, 
not till a list of them was ordered to be Jaid be- 
fore this House: that Mr. Lewis, who had been. 
his deputy in his office for 34 years, had cons 
stantly refused to shew any list to Mr. Bennet, 
his predecessor; and that he had no other rule 
in the demand of his fees, for three or four years, 
but receipts, and |: ose papers, which he found 
in his office; but that the fees, which he took, 
appear to agree exactly with the fees contained 
iv the list, which he has so lately discovered. 

*¢ Such were the accounts of lees, which the 


34 
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officers gave the Committee; who took into 
consideration the great difficulty they had even 
to discover, of what officers, clerks, and minis- 
ters, the Court of Chancery does at present 
consist, or in what terms to describe their offices 
and employments, su as to make them discover 
themsélves ; and, observing, how little able, or 
willing, many officers were to give any satisfac- 
tory account of the fees they claim, and receive, 
came to the following Resolutions: 


“ Resolved, Thaé it is the opinion of this 
“ Committee, that the long disuse of public en- 
‘ quiries into the behaviour of the officers, 
¢ clerks, and ministers, of the Courts of Justice, 
«* has been an occasion of the increase of un- 
 & necessary officers, and given encouragement 
‘Feo the taking illegal fees. 

- Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
“ Committee, that the interest, which a great 
“ number of officers, and clerks, have in the 
‘¢ proceedings in the Court of Chancery, has 
as been a picyes tes cause of extending Bills, 
‘“¢ answers, pleadings, examinations, and other 
' & forms, and copies of them, to an unnecessary 
“ Jength, to the great delay of justice, and the 
“6 oppression of the subject. 

‘‘ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
¢¢ Committee, that a table of all the officers, 
“¢ ministers, and clerks, and of their fees, in the 
“ Court of Chancery, should be fixed and esta- 
: & Dlished by authority; which table should be 

e renucered. in a book im the suid court, to be 
“ at all times inspected gratis, and a copy of it, 
“ signed and attested by the Judges of the court, 
- should be returned to each House of Parlia- 
“ ment, to remain among the records.” 


APPENDIX. 
No. I. 


A List of the Officers of the Court of Chan- 
cery in the Fortieth Year of the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. 


The Masters of the Chancery 

The Clerk of the Crown 

The Prothonotary 

The Clerk of the Hanaper 

_ The Six Clerks 

The Clerks of the Petty Bag 

The Examiners 

The Cursitors 

The Register 

The Warden of the Fleet 

Fhe Usher 

The Seater and Chaff-wax 

The Clerk of the Dispensations and Faculti. .. 

‘The Clerk of the Leases 

The Clerk for Commissions of Appeal 

The Clerk of the Records in the Tower 

The Clerk for Licences and Pardons of Aliena- 
tiuhs 

The Clerk for writing of Custodies and Process 
out of the Court of Wards. 


The Clerk for writing the Process in the Star- 
Chamber 


i 


The Clerk for writing Subpeenas in the Chan- 


cery, 

The Clerk for writing of Presentations 

The a for writing of Protections for Hos- 

itals 

The Clerk for writing of Licences for Wines. 

The Office for filing of the English Pleadings, 
exhibited in Chancery . 

The Office for the Examination of Letters Pa- 
tents in the Chance . 

The Clerk of the Chapel in the Rolls 

The Clerks of the Inrollments. 


No. II. 


A Lust of the Officers of the Court of Chan 
cery in the Year 1732. 


The Masters in Chancery 

The Clerk of the Crown 

The Prothonotary 

The Clerk of the Hanaper 

The Comptrollers of the Hanaper 

The Six Clerks 

The Sixty Clerks | 

The Clerks of the Petty Bag 

The Examiners 

The Copying Clerks in the Office of the Exe- 
miners 

The Cursitors 

The Register 

The Clerk of the Reports, in the Register’s Of- 
fice 

The Entering Clerks in the Register’s Office 

The Warden of the Fleet 

The Usher 

The Sealer 

The Chaff-wax 

The Clerk of the Dispensations and Faculties 

The Clerk of the Presentations 

The Clerk of the Leases ; 

The Keeper of the Records in the Tower 

The Patentees of the Subpcena Office 

The Clerk of the Chapel of the Rolls 

The Clerks of the Inrollments 

The Clerk of the Patents 

The Clerk of the Briefs 

The Clerk of the Custodies, and Patentee for 
making out of Commissions of Lunatics and 
Ideots - 

The Patentee of the Six-penny Writ Office 

The Patentees for waking out Commission of 
Bankrupt 

The Register for inrolling proceedings in mat- 
ters of Bankruptcy 

The Register of Affidavits 


| The Receiver of the Fines 


The Serjeant at Anns, attending the great Seal 
The Messenger, atteuding the great Seal. 


Officers belonging to the Lord Chancellor. 


The Doorkeeper of the Court 

The Purse- bearer 

The Secretary 

The Secretary of the Presentations 

The Secretary of the Commissions of the 
Peace, &c. 
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The Secretary of the Commissions of Lunacy 
and Ideotc | 

The Secretary of the Commissions of Bankrupt 

The Secretary of the Briefs 

The Secretary of Decrees and Injunctions 

fhe Secretary of Appeals . 
he Gentlemen of the Chambers 

The Usher of the Hall 


The Porter 
Officers belonging to the Master of the Rolls. 


The Secretaries 

The Secretary of Causes 

The Secretary of Decrees and Injunctions 
The Gentlemen of the Chamber 


Resolution of the House thereon.) The said 
Resolutions were agreed to by the House; as 
was also the following : 


¢ Resolved, nem. con. That an humble 
# Address be presented to his Majesty, that 
“he will be graciously pleased to give di- 
$ sections, that a survey be taken of the Of- 
“ ficers, Clerks, and Ministers, of the Courts of 
Justice in this kingdom, and that an enquiry 
$ be made into their fees, in order to reform 
the same, as to such, as have been imposed 
s upon the subject contrary to right, and to 
“ establish what are reasonable, and legal, in 
«¢ such manner, as bis Majesty in bis great wis- 
¢¢ dom sbail think fit.” 


Report or.tHE CoMMITTEE oF THY. Hovse 
or CoMMONS RELATING TO THE CHARITABLE 
Corporation.] April 20, Mr. Sandys re- 
ported from the Committee, to whom the Peti- 
tion * of the Proprietors of the Charitable Cor- 
poration, for relief of industrious poor, by as- 
sisting them with smail sums, upon pledges, at 
legal interest, asserhled in their general Court, 
1s referred; that the Committee had agreed 
upon a further Report of their proceedings, 
which they had directed him to make. And 
jhe read the Report in his place, and afterwards 
delivered i in at the clerk’s table. The said 
Report isas follows: | 


Fortuer REPORT, from the Committee to 
whom the Petition af the Proprietors of the 
CHARITABLE CORPORATION for 
Relief of Industrious Poor, by assisting 
them with small Sums upon Pledges at le- 
gal Interest, assembled in their General 
Court, was referred. 


Your Committee, in order to make a full dis- 
covery of the several embezzlements and vio- 
lations of trust, and of the conduct of those who 
have had the care and mapagement of the af- 
fairs of the said Corporation, ordered the secre- 
tary, cashier, and accomptant, to lay before 
them the charter of incorpuration, and the 
peveral licences for enlarging their capital, and 


7 * Seep. 226. 


also the general court books, and court of com- 
mittee, and committee of account books, and 
all the cash books, ledger books, and other 
books of accounts, and papers belonging to the 


| said Corporation; which being done, the Pe- 


titioners proceeded ta make good the allegations 


| of their Petition. © 


Your Committee now think proper, in order 


| to avoid repetition, to acquaint the House, that 


in pursuance of their orders, all the persons 
examined before the said Committee, were 
examioed in the most solemp manner. And 
Mr. Jobn Harrison, accomptant to the peti- 
tioners, being examined, produced an account 
by which it appears that upon the capital of 
600,000/. 353,817/. 10s. has been paid in by 
the proprietors of the shares and privileges of 
the said Corporation, and that notes for 
101,115/. and bonds for 44,4001. are now stand= 
Ing out, amounting in the whole to 499,3S2/. 10s. 
to answer which, there appears to be 666/. 10s. 
7d. due from Mr. William Trench, late Cashier, 
84061. 12s. 74d. in the hands of Mr. Jeremiah 
Wainwright, the present cashier. The inven- 
tories of goods pledged in the several ware- 
houses belonging to the Corporation amount- 
ing to 50,000/. and two balances of cash in the 
hands of George Robinson and Johu Thomson, 
amounting to 49,547/. 19s. 7d. which can be 
valued at no more than the respective secugities 
of 5,000/. each, and a mortgage of the said 
Robinson’s estate of 16,000/. by which means 
all the effects that remain to answer the above- 
said sum of 499,332/. 10s. amounts to nu more 
than 77,5071. Ss. 2d3, so that there remains a 
loss of 421,825/. 6s. 9dk. 

Your Committee, in order to discover how 
this great loss hath accrued, proceeded in the 
first place to read the several powers by which 
they had from time to time acted; and it ap- 
peared by reading of their charter, and their 
several licences, that they were the 22nd day of 
December 1707, incorporated by the name of 
* The Charitable Corporation, for relief of in- 
‘dustrious Poor, by assisting them with small 
‘sums upon pledges at legal interest,’ and im- 
oe to raise a fund not exceeding 30,0001. 

ut upon power given to increase the said ca- 
pital by licence under the privy signet, and 
sign maoual, . 

That the 22nd day of June 1722, upon the 
Petition of the said Corporation alledging, that 
by reason of the present state of trade, and the 
great want of ready money, 30,000/. would by 
no means be sufficient to support the charge, 
and to answer the good ends and purposes of 


the said Corporation, and that their fund had 


never been stock-jobbed as other funds tlien 
had been, to the great detriment of the public 
credit, which it was their ardent desire to re- 
trieve and support, a licence was granted by | 
his late Majesty to increase their capital to 
100,000/. 

That the 2ist day of June, 1728, upon ano- 
ther Petition to his said late Majesty, alledg- 


ing that they had completed their fund of 


190,090/. pursuant to their lagt licence, and had 


‘ 
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lent the same upon pledges according to their 
charter, to the great reliet of bis Majesty’s sub- 
jects; and that they found by experience, that 
such their lending would be of great benefit to 
trade and mannfactures if their fund was 
greater; and upon an afhdavit of William 
" Oaker, esq. then one of the Committee, a 
further licence, was granted to increase their 
capital to 300,000/. 

And that upon the 31st day of July 1730, 
upon a like Petition and Allegation, supported 
by an affidavit made by William Burroughs, 
esq. another licence was granted by his pre- 
sent Majesty, for increasing their capital to 
600,000. . 

Your Committee observe a difference be- 
tween the applications made for the first li- 
cence, and the two last; the first being made 
by the order of a general court, and signed by 
their secretary, and their seul set therete, 
whereas the two lust were not signed by any 
person, and were applied for in a clandesune 
manner, without the privity or consent of a 
general court, or so much as a court of con- 
niittce. 

That by the Charter, a Committee of seven 
persons were appointed to manage the affairs 
of the said Corporation, who were to be sworn, 
and continue during such ime as the members 
of the said Corporation assembled in a general 
court, or the major part of them, should order 
and appoint; and three of them were to be a 
quorum, and were impowered to treat of all 
things for the management and benefit of the 
said Corporation. 

That courts of committee were to be held 
such days as should be appointed by the gene- 
ral court; that cashiers, book-keepers, ware- 
house keepers, and other inferior ofhccrs, were 
to he chosen by the general court, and were to 
proceed under certain rules, as to their lend- 
ing. 

That the said Corporation, or the maior part 
of them, assembled in such their general court, 
shall have the management and ditection of the 
affairs and business of the saul Corporation, 
according to the rules and directions mentioned 
ju their charter, and according to such other 
rulcs, orders, by-laws, and ordinances, as shall 
be reasonably agreed by the members of the 
said Corporation, or the major part of them, so 
assembled. 

That the corporation shail not deal in bank- 
Ing, Or any ways use the banking trade or bu- 
siness, nor shall upon their common seal, nor 
by their cashier, otlicers, or servants,or any other 
pa in their behalf, give or issue out any 

ills or notes, payable upon demand for loans 
of monics, with or without interest, except such 
Notes as shall be given by the cashier of the 
said corporation for monies to be lent by the 
said corporation upon goods to be pawned to 
them ; nor shall advance or lend any monies 
at interest, upon any pretence whatsoever ex- 
cept upon their own jolt stock or fund, 

Your Committee then proceeded to enquire, 
how the several powers granted by the said 


charter had been observed and executed ; and 
upon the examination of Mr. William Higgs, 
the first person named in the charter, who was 
for several years of the committee, and has 
since beea their secretary ; and upon inspect- 
ing the general court books, court of committee 
book, and committee of account bvok it 
appears, that from the time of granting 
the said charter, until the 26th of June, 
1718, little was done: but onthe said 26th of 
June, divers officers and agents were chosen by 
the said general court, cn the committee ap- 
pointed to settle and regulate the -salaries of 


, the said officers; that on the 20th of March, 


1718, the committee reported to a yveneral court 

then held, divers methods for establishing the 

said corporation ; which were agreed unto. 
That soon after the Corporation, finding 


their fund not sufficient to answer the purposes 


of their charter, solicited and obtained the frst 
licence, as aforementioned ; but litude wasdone 
upon that likewise, until the 26th of October 
1725, when a new Committee was chosen of 
sir Robert Sutton, sir John Meres, Dennis 
Bond, esq. Archibald Grant, esq. now sr 
Archibald ; Joseph Gascoigne, esq. sir Fisher 
Tench, baronet, and William Oaker, esq. at 
which time the Corporation began to enter upon 
full business. 

That by a General Court of the 2d of No- 
vember, 1725, the powers established in the 
said court by enarter, to chuse officers, and to 
perform all other matters relating to the Corpo- 
ration, were devolved on the committee. 

That in a Court of Committee the 16th of 
November, 1725, a List of Officers was read ; 
and on the 18th of November, 1725, Mir. El 
phinstone was chosen cashier. 

That at a Court of Committee the 2d of De 
cember, 1725, bonds for the several officers 
were approved, and the form of an oath to be 
admunistered to them setded; which was as 
follows : 


‘ You shall swear you will duly and faithfully 
‘ perform the Office of of the 
‘ Charitable Corporation for to 
‘the best of your knowledge, skill, and jodg- 
‘ment, for the benefit and advantage of the 
‘said Corporation, and not reveal the secrets of 
“ the Corporation,or Committee thereof, se long 
‘as you shall continue in the said Othce. 

* So help you God.’ 


But your Committee cannot find, that the 
said Oath was ever administered to any othcer 
io the said Corporation. 

That onthe 27th of January, 1725, several 
other officers were appointed, and their sa- 
laries settled, viz. an accomptant general, and 
a clerk. 

That on the Srd and 4th of March, 1725, 
several proceedings were had concerning their 
several officers, and their salaries ; Mr. Tench 
was chosen cashier intheroom of Mr. Elphia- 
stone, and Mr. Wainwright accomptant ge- 
neral, 


That at a Court of Committee the $d of 
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March, 1725, the instructions for the officers 
were laid before tle court; and Mr. Bond was 
ordered to peruse the same. , 

That on the 11th of March, 1725, Mr. Tench’s 
securities having not seen the general instruc- 
tions, it was desiredthe same might not be an- 
nexed to the bond; thereupon the particular 
instrucuons for the fidelity of the castier were 
ordered to be annexed. 

That on the 24th of March, 1725, ata general 
court, a proposal was made for chusing assis- 
tants; but the power in the charter being 
doubted, and nut heiny then thought necessary, 
the same was rejecied. 

But on the 7th of April, 1726, eleven 
persons were chosen to be assistants to the 
Committee. 

Upon the 5th of May, 1726, at a general 
court, the powers viven to the assistants, as re- 
ported from a court of Committee, were agreed 
to. ; 

That at a Court of Committee the 4th of 
January, 1726, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Muody, 
Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Tourriano, were desired 
to inspect the account of the house in Fen- 
church street, and the method of issuing and 
paying the notes given by the cashier for money 
ent upon pledges, and report their opiuion 
thereof to the Committee. : 

That on the 6th of January, 1726, at a court 
of Committee, Present, of the Committee, Mr. 
Burroughs, Mr. Mann, Mr. Bond, sir Robert 
Sutton; And sir Archibald Grant ; Assistants, 
Mr. Torriano, Mr. Moody, Mr. Robinson, and 
Colonel Gardiner, Mr. Waller, Mr. Oaker, 
Mr. Bond in the chair; A Committee of Ac- 
counts was established without the knowledge 
or approbation of the general court, to consist 
of nine persons, viz. Sir Thomas Mackworth, 
Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Moody, Mr. 
Oaker, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Squire, Mr. Torri- 
ano,and Mr. Waller. 

That on the 19th of January following all 
the committee or assistants, that pleased to 
come to the Committee of Accounts, were to 
have voices. 

The 28th of April, 1727, Present, of the 
Committee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bur- 
roughs, sir John Meres, and sir Rubert Sutton ; 
Assistants, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Torriano, Mr. 
Whicheott, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Squire, and Mr. 
Beake, sir Robert Suttun in the chair; The 
Committee of Accounts were to prepare all 
business in intervals of Courts of Committee, 
and lay the same before the next Court of Com- 
mittee, for their approbation. That all the 
Committee and Assistants be of the Committee 
of Accounts and that that three of the said 
Committee of Accounts may do business. 

Your Committee proceeded, in the next 
place, to enquire into the original and nature 
of their Fund, and find, that by a Deed-Poll 
bearing date the 20th of November, 1705, the 
subscribers thereto covenanted, in consideration 
of being incorporated in a charter intended to 
be procured at the sule expence of the said 
William Higgs, and of the seven largest sab- 


scribers being named of the Committee for ma- 
naging the said Corporation, and each of the 
subscribers having as many votes as sums of 
100/. paid into the fund, or an interest equal 
to sums of 100/. that they would each pay the 
money subscribed ; and that he the said Higgs, 
his executors, administrators and assigns, should 
have one sixth part of the net profits of the 
said fund, and all other future sutns of woney 
employed by the said Corporation. 

That after the Charter was obtained, there 
were two other deeds subscribed to the same 
purpose, 

And upon examining the Stock Ledgers, and 
all other the books and papers relating to’ the 
Accounts of the Corporation, and taking from 
thence the particular of each account half- 
yearly, or at the respective times of the several 
dividends, as hereafter mentioned, the State of 
the Fund appears to be as follows, viz. 


The Capital Stuck granted withthe  . 
said Charter of Incorporation 
dated the 22ud of Dec, 1707,was $0,000 


This was divided by a Resolution of 
the General Court held the 11th 
March, 1707, into 300 Shares of 
100/. each, among the several 
Subscribers to the said Deed 
Poll of the 20th of Nov. 1705. 

And on the 26th of June, 1718, the 
Capital, as it then stood in the 
names of the said Subscribers, or 
their Assigns, was divided into 
1,200 shares of 25/. each 

And by his Majesty's Licence of 

_ the 25th of June, 1722, an addi- 
tion was made to the Capital of 70,000 


So that the whole was then = - 100,000 
The 1st of April, 1725, the Court 
of Committee created 10,0001. of 
their Capital, part of the above 
70,000/. into Stock, in trust for 
payment of the Debts owing by 
‘the Corporation, to the amount 
- of 5,000/. But asthere are no 
Account Books in the Office for 
any Monies received and paid on 
Account of the Corporation, for 
any time before the 15th March, 
1725-6, it dees not appear, how 
the Debts amount to the said 
Sum; and therefore it is here 
stated, as Money paid into the 
Furd on Account of the said 
Capital -" - - - - 
The 2d Nov. 1725, the Capital was, 
by a Resolution of the General 
Court then held, divided intu 
5,000 Shares of 20/7. each; and a 
Subscription for 90,000/. (the re- 
maining part of the said100,000/.) 
then agreed to, was soon after 
opened, with a payment of 5/. 
r Share, the whole of which 
Paymenta(made on or before the 


5,000 
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9th Dec. 1725, asappears by the 
several Books) ainounted to the 
Sumof -  - - -_ = 
The 25th Oct. 1726, the said Capj- 
tal, in pursuance of a Resolution 


21,900 


then made in a General eed 


was to he divided into 10,00 
Shares of 10/. each, on Payment 


of the further Sum of 5/. on each 


of the Shares before paid in 
upon; on which there also ap- 
ears to be paid on or before the 
31st Dec. 1726, (at which time 
the Payment on the Calls, as by 
the General Ledger, amounted 
to 38,808/. 15s.) the further Sum 
of 11,9082. 15s. 
And on or before the 28th March, 
' 1797 (being part of 28,699/. 18s. 
paid as per General Ledger to 
the 30th Sept. 1727) the further 

Sum of 10,2917. 5s. 

Making as by the Call Book - 

On the said 28th March, 1727, the 
same Capital was divided, by Re- 
solution of the General Court 
then held, into 20,000 Shares, at 

§l. each; ou which Shares (as it 

appears by the abovementioned 

Payments amounting to 49,100/.) 

there then was 9820 Shares paid 

for; and by a further Call then 
agreed to, there was paid 

For 3681 4 Shares more, 
further part of the said 20,000 
Shares, on or. before the 30th 
September, 1727, the Sum of 
18,408/. 13s. . 

And on or before the 21st March, 
1728, there was likewise paid 
for 2916~ 8 Shares more, 
the further Sum of 14,580/. 18s. 

And before the end of July fol- 
lowing the remaining $,582 
vy Shares, as brought to 
the Account of Fund in the 
General Ledger, at Michael- 
mas 1728, were paid for to the 
Amount of 17,9104. 9s. 

Inall - + - © 


Which completed the said 
Capitalof |. -  - - 

On the 21st of Juve, 1728, the Ca- 
pital was increased by his Majes- 
ty’s Licence then dated, for add- 
ing to the Fund the further sum 


oO 5 aad oe es = = oe 


Which made the then Capital 
to be - ° - 

This new Capital was also, in pur- 
suance of a Resolution of the 
General Court held the 11th of 
March following, divided into 
shares of 5/. each, making in the 
whole 40,000 Shares; and on 


22,200 


50,900 


100,000 


200,000 


300,000 


“ the 21st of the same March, the 
same was directed to be distri- _ 
buted among the Proprietors of 
the old Capital, in proportion to 
their respective interest in the 
same. 

On this it appears there was paid, 
For 4048 Shares on or before the 
31st of March 1729, 20,2401. 
For 9283 Shares more, ou or he- 
fore the 30th of September 1729, 

46,415/. 

For 33071 Shares more, on or be- 
fore the 31st of March, 1730, 
16,5377. 10s. 

For 87842 Shares more, on or be- 
fore the 30th of September, 1730, 
43,9221. 

For 6379 Shares more, on or be- 
fore the 31st of March, 1731, 
31,8951. 

And for 820 Shares more, on or 
before the 30th of Sept. 1731, 
4,1001. 

Making 32,6219, Shares, or in 
Stock 163,109/. 10s. 

So that the whole money paid in 
upon the original Capital, and 
the Augmentation by these Li- 
cences is (for 52,621, Shares) 
no more than 263,109/. 10s. 

On the 3ist of July, 1730, a furs 
ther increase was allowed of 
by his Majesty’s Licence for an 
additional capital of = - 


Which makes the whole of the 
‘Capital, as it now stands, to be 
full - 2-4 2 © 

This additional Capital was, by the 
General Court held Nov. 6, 1730, 
likewise divided into shares of 
51. each, making 60,000 Shares, 
and on-the 14th of the same 
montb was in the like manner 
distributed among the Proprie- 
tors of the old Capital, which 
Distribution was alse directed 
to be in proportion to their re- 
spective interest in the same. 

And it also appears, that on ac- 
count of this licence there was 
paid 

For 10,816 Shares, on or before 
the 31st of March 1731, 54,0807. 

And for 73253 Shares more, on or 
before the 30th of Sept. 1731, 
36,6281. 


| Making 18,1413 Shares, or in Stock, 


90,7081. 

So that all the money paid in upon 
the whole Capital of 600,000/. 
is NO more than - 

And there remains due 


| Of the 40,000 Shares by the said 


Licence of the 21st of June, 


~ 300,000 


= 600,000 
as 


- 358,817 10 


~ 
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1728, on 7378, Shares the Sum 
of 36,8901. 10s. 
And of the 60,000 Shares by the 
said Licence of the 31st of July, 
1730, on 41,8583 Shares the fur- 
_ ther Sum of 209,292. . 
In all 49,2364 Shares at 5/. each - 246,182 10 
To complete the Capitalof- £600,000 0 

Your Committee having enquired how the 
Powers vested in the General Court by their 
Charter were transferred to the Committee for 
managing the affairs of the said Corporation ; and 
how a number of persons were by the said Gene- 
ral Court appointed assistants to the said Com- 
mittee; and how the said Committee and Assist- 
ants, (without the consent or approbation of a 
General Court,) established a committee of ac- 
counts; as likewise into the state of their fund; 
proceeded in the next place to enquire into the 
methods laid down by the Charter or other- 
wise, for pledging goods, and lending money on 
goods so pledged. 

The Charter directs the several pledges to be 
entered in a book to be viewed gratis, and kept 
and preserved by the warehouse-keeper for that 
purpose; that the Corporation should keep 
one or more register or entering- book, wherein 
should be fairly written the names, natures, 
kinds, and quantities of such goods, pawns, or 
pledges, as shall be brought by any borrower 
to be pawned; and that such goods shuuld be 
carefully preserved and kept by the warehouse 
keeper, or warehouse keepers, in convenient 
warehouses or places within the bills of morta- 
lity: and that a reasonable value of such goods 
shall be agreed and settled by and between the 
burrower and warehouse keeper: whereby it 
may appear that such guods are a sufficient 
security for the sum lent upon the pledge, 


together with the interest that should grow due. 


Vhat such warehouse keeper should from 
time to time give notes in writing to every bor- 
rower, expressing and describing the afore- 
mentioned to be the agreed value of the goods so 
pledged, and also mentioning the sum of money 
which should be then lent upon such goods, and 
that all notes so given to such borrower, as 
aforesaid, should be entered in some book to be 
kept for that purpose by the bovk keeper of the 
said Corporation. 

That after such note should be so made, the 
borrower shall bring such note to the cashier 
of the said Corporation, who shall file the same, 
and pay the money, and also give another note 
for and on the behalf of the Corporation to the 
borrower, entitling him, or the bearer of such 
notes, to the redemption of the goods so pledg- 
ed, upon repayment of the principal money 
and interest. 

That when any borrower shall offer to pay 
the money lent to him, and interest, as afore- 
said, he shall deliver up bis note given to him 
by the cashier, and take back the note that 
shall bave been first given by the warehouse 

r; and upon re-delivering the same to 


the warehouse keeper, with a receipt thereupon 
endorsed, for what poods shall be then re-de- 
livered, the borrower shall have his goods 
again. 
That as often as goods, by failure of redem 


tion shall become forfeited, they should be sold — 


by way of auction, and public hotice first given 
thereof; and ifupon such auction there remain 
a surplus of money more than will pay the 
principal and interest, and reasonable charges, 
It shall immediately be paid to the prime 
owner, or the bearer of the note given by the 
cashier. ; 


That the said Corporation shall have power - 


to have as many warehouses within the bills of 
mortality, as they shall think fit. 

Your Committee observe, that thesé several 
Rules prescribed by their charter for pledgin 
of goods, (however well adapted for the porpose) 
bave been either explained away by courts o 
comniittees, without the approbation of general 
courts, or else totally neglected, which has been, 
one of the great causes of the mischiefs which 
have ensued. 

On the 18th of Novemher, 1725, at a Court 
of Committee, Present, Mr. Oaker, sir John 
Meres, Mr. Bond, Mr. Grant, sir Robert Sut- 
ton, sir Fisher Tench, Mr. Gascoigne, sir Ro 
bert Sutton in the chair; John Thomson was 
chosen chief warehouse keeper. 

At a Court of Committee the 9th day of De- 
cember, 1725, the Securities of Mr. Thomson 
were referred to Mr. Grant to be examined 
Into. 

On the 27th of January, 1725, an assistant 
warehouse keeper, and a sufficient clerk in the 
warehouse keeper’s office, and also a surveyor 
of the warehouse, were appointed; and the 
said surveyor was to have 20s. per week, and to 
be continued weekly, and take an oath impar- 
tially to survey the goods. 


On the 8th of March, 1725, Mr, Clarke was - 


chosen surveyor of the warehouse; and the se- 
cond article of the cashier’s instructions, direct- 
him to see the goods put into the warehouse, 
was ordered to be expunged, and to be insert. 
ed in the instructions for the accomptant. 

On the 6th of February, 1725, Mr. Thom- 
son's securities were approved upon Mr. Grant's 
recommendation. 

On the 21st of February, 1725, an addition 
was made to the warehouse keeper's instruc- 
tions. 

On the 11th of March, 1725, the Secretary 
reported that Mr. Grant had perused the wure- 
house-keeper’s instructions, and approved of 
them. . 

On the 6th of May, 1726, at a Court of Com- 


ye 


mittee, Mr. Gryll, the cashier at Spring Gar- _ 


den, was ordered to have a lock on the door of 
the warehouse, distinct from that kept by the 
warehouse keeper, and to be present, when any 
thing is put into and taken out of the ware- 
house. | - 
Your Committee observe, that this Order 
still subsists; and no pledges have ever been 
lost out of this warehouse since the said order 
4 
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was made ; and bad the same order still subsist- 

ed at the other house, it must have Had the 

same effect. 

That on May the 13th following, Present, of 
the Committee, sir Archibald Grant, sir Fisher 
Tench, Mr. Bond, Mr. Oaker; Assistants, Mr. 
Robinson, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Haley, Mr. Har- 
top, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Squire, Mr. Watts, and sir 
Archibald Grant in the chair; Mr, Wainwright 
the accomptant in Fenchurch Street, was or- 
dered to leave his key of the warehouse with 
Lovell the messenger of the said house, who 
was to keep the same for the same purposes, 
and under the same limitations, as it was left 
with the accomptant: that this was done at the 
a of Thomson the warehouse keeper. 

r. Jeremiah Wainwright being examined, 
said, That, in pursuance of the said order, he 
gave the said key of the warehouse in Fen- 
church Street to Lovell the messenger, and be- 
lieves, he acquainted sir Archibald Grant, that 
he was not able to keep the key, and perform 
the duty his office as accomptant required of 
him ; but whilst be had the key, he always 
went into the warehouse with Thomson. ‘That 
soon after he delivered the key to Lovell, the 
Corporation removed from Fenchurch Street to 
the house on Lawrence Pulteney Hill; and that 
he has lain there ever since, which is about 
three years; and believes, Lovell never had a 
key of those warehouses, nor any one else, but 
en 4 Thomson. 

uthaniel Lovell the messenger, being exa- 
mined, said, That he never had a key of a 
warehouse delivered to bim, but has heard Mr. 
Wainwright say before some of the Committee, 
since Thomson’s going away, that an order 
was made for the key to be left with him. 

Your Committee observe, that by this order 
this cheque was taken out of the hands of a prin- 
cipal ofhcer in the corporation, and who had 
given large security for his good behaviour, and 
ordered to be put into the hands of a mean 
othcer, who had given no security. 

On the 13th of May, 1726, Mr. Clarke, the 
surveyor of the warehouse, was ordered to give 
av account of his particular observations upon 
each parcel weekly to the Committee. 

On the 20th of May following, Mr. Clarke, 
the surveyor of the warehouse, was desired tu 
bring his observations in writing upon the in- 

sufficiency of the value of some of the pledges, 
upon which money had been lent at the bouse 
in Fenchurch Street, in the same method he 
has oade them on the pledges taken in at 
Spring Garden; and that the gentlemen who 
attend in Fenchurch Street to-morrow, do talk 
with Thomsun about the pledges he las taken 
in. 

And vour Committee observe, that. sir 
Archibald Grant and Mr. Squire, were the two 
persons appointed to attend that dav; but it 
does not appear to your Committee, that those 
gentlemen ever made any report concerning the 
said pledged; but the order for examination 
into the sufliviency of pledges was not only neg- 
lected, but Mr. Clarke, the surveyur, who had 


given information of the insufficiency of pledges, 
was soon: after discharged at the request uf 
Thomson, and no surveyor of the warehouses 
was ever after appointed. 

The 27th of September, 1726, Present, of 
the Committee, Mr, Oaker, sir Archibald 
Grant, sir John Meres, sir Fisher Tench; 
Assistants, Mr. Haley, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Squire, 
sir John Meres in the chair; The Court of 
Committeee taking into consideration the sar- 
veying of the warehouse, resolved that there 
was no further occasion for the service of Mr. 
Clarke, surveyor of the warehouse; which Or- 
der was confirmed by the court of Committee 
the 7th of October following, Present, of the 
Committee, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Bond, sir Johu 
Meres, sir Archibald Grant, sir Fisher Tench; 
Assistants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Jack- 
son, and Mr. Hayley, Mr. Bond in the chair ; 

Your Committee observe, that from this 
time all the cheques upon the warehouse 
keeper appear to be taken off, and Thomson 
was left at full liberty to do what he thought fir. 

That on the 8th of November, 1726, Pre 
sent, of the Committee, sir Fisher Tench, sir 
Jobn Meres; Mr. Bond, Assistants, Mr. Jack- 
son, Mr. Squire, Mr. Lilly, sir John Meres in 
the chair; the Court of Committee taking into 
consideration the Regulation made the 2nd of 
March, 1725, * That no suin above 1,C00/. be 
‘ lentupon any one pledge at the house in Fen- 
‘church street ;’ it was resolved, ‘* That any 
one of the Committee or assistants, attending in 
the said house, be impowered to authorme by 
any writing under his hand, the respective 
ofhcers of the said house to lend more than 
1,000/. upon one pledge at any time, when the 
necessity of the borrower does require it, or be 
shall see other sufficient cause to do it.” 

Ata Court of Committee the 18th of No 
vember, 1726, Present, of the Committee Mr. 
Bond, sir Robert Sutton, sir Fisher Tench; sir 
Archibald Grant, sir John Meres ; Assistacts, 
Mr. Squire, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Hartup, Ne. 
Lilly ; sir Robert Sutton in the Chair; It was 
ordered that all Burrowers might negotiate 
their business with this Corporation, either by 
themselves, or such brokers, as they think pro- 
per; and that copies of this Order be put ap 
in the office. 

The consequence of which Order, your C>m- 
mittee observe, was, that very great sums 
amounting to 320,401/. 19s. Sd. were leat to 
brokers, a particular account whereof 1s here- 
unto annexed, and wasone of the great sources, 
from which these great Losses have arisen. 

The 28th of July, 1727, Present, of che 
Committee, Mr. Bond, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. 
Maon; Assistants, Mr. Beake Me. Turr:ano, 
Mr. Squire, Mr.Oaker; Mr. Bond inthe Char; 
It was ordered, That Mr. Thomsen may lecd 
as far as 2,000/. upon any one pledge, and any 
further sum, with the approbation of the Com- 
mittee, 

That onthe 28th of June, 1726, the Ac- 
comptant was ordered to prepare, and lay be- 
fore the Committee every week, an accous! 
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of the pledges that were forfeited to this Cor- { quently unknown to them: That they were 
tion. permitted by a Committee of accounts to dis- 
On the 8th of July following, Thomson, the | perse handbills, importmg, that persons ap- 
wareliouse keeper, was ordered to prepare | plying to Messieurs Woolley and Warren, 
weekly Catalogues of the goods, which from | might bave their goods pledged with the ut- 
time to time became forteited for want of re- | most dispatch and secrecy; and pursuant 
dem ption. thereto their names were made use of as the 
At a Coart of Commitee the Sd of March, | nominal pledgers; that when the examinant 
1726, it was ordered, Tnat the Committee of | pledged any goods for any person, he received 
Accounts do inquire into all Piedges made to | 5s. per cent. commission for so du:ng, and de- 
this Corporation; and taat they makea Re- | livered the defeazance on such bili of sale to 
port relating to redemptions, or goods remain- | the person the goods belonged to; but thas 
ing in the warehouses, with all incidents aitend- | numbers of pledges have been made in his 
mg the same. name, which he knew nothing of, or ever saw 
Ata Court of Committee the 11th of April, | the goods; that be has been frequently sent 
1727, it was ordered, Tiat an account of ail | forby Mr. Tench to sign bills of sale, weeks 
the pledges made to the Corporation, be en- | after the money had been received by Thom- 
tered soto a book to be always laid upon the } son; and at the same time asked Tench if 
table, when the Committee of accounts, or the | goods were deposited for them; Tench replied, 
geotlemen that attend at the house ia London, | be could not tell, Mr. Thowson brought them 
for each day respectively do meet there: That } to him: Upon which the examinant asked 
the «lates ef the times when each pledye is | Thomson, if there were goods to answer such 
taken in, and place where the same is depo- | bills ot sale: Thomson replied, they were in 
sited ; aud also that the several redemptivos, | warehouses abroad, that they bad great nume- 
and renewals, trom tme to ume, be particu- | bers of them, and shewed him a great 
larly set forth in the said account. number of keys labelled, which Thomson 
This Orler, however necessary for the pre- | said belonged to outwarehouses. The exe 
servation of the Corporation, your Committee } amiaant farther said, That une Mr. Jones 
observe, was never complied with, though the | had an office Likewise there, and that bis 
Committee of accounts were frequently re- | (Jones’s) servant, signed such Bulls of sale, 
minded of at by Mr. Higgs their Secretary, | Tbat tbe exannnaot has nor signed bills of sale 
whose duty it was so to do; bot instead there- | for two or three vears past, or ever'gave Fran- 
of, they took upon them, withont the privity of | cis Thomson leave to sign any Bill of sale for 
a court of Committee on the 26:b of Septem- { him; Tiiat be did once pledge woollen goods 
ber foilowing to order, that it shou'd appear | on his own account tur SU0/, which were de- 
upon each certificate, where the pledge was | posited in the cthce: but never knew of any 
lodged. fictitious piedges in his nawe: And said, be 
Buc this Order likewise was never complied | pledged for Mr. Geurze Robinson sundry goods 
with, but in one or two instances, and has | in the names of the exatonant and Woolley, 
long since been discontinued. . of a large value; but thev were a sufficient 
Your Committee perceiving by the General | security for the money borrowed op them ; 
Accoont laid before them, that a very large | That the Corporation Lad lent more than two 
som amountuaog 396,060/. 11s. 8d. 4, was charged | thirds of the value on goods; and particularly 
to have been lent on Piedges, proceeded to , on plate, at 5s. per ounce. 
enquire into the realitv thereof; and Mr. Mr. Richard Woolley being examined, said, 
James Milne, and Mr. Tiomas Lesfe, being | That about September or October, 1727, he, 
severaliy examined, said, that they were, upon | and Thomas Warren, were appointed by the 
Thomsun’s withdrawing himself, appointed with | Committee of the Chantable Corporation, to 
others to take an inventory of tbe goods at the | be assistants to Thomson, their wareliouse 
Coantable Corporation bouse on Lawrence | keeper, at putlic or private sales: That he 
Pountney hill, and the out warehouses be- | acted as a broker for persons that wanted to 
longing thereto; and that they nade a com- | borrow money of the Corporation, and geue- 
putation of such goods as had piedge numbers | rally tock 5s. per cent. tor so doing: and bas 
and were redecmab'e, which amounted to { not attended, or acted asa broker at the said 
about 25,000/. principal mepey; ard such j office for three or four years past: That he bas 
goods, for which no pledge nuinbers could be | frequently bad commission trom the said bor- 
found, were appraised, and amounted to about {| rowers, to sell gqods out of the office at private 
15,000 And Thomas Leaie farther said, | sales: That, wien the goods have been 
That, to the best of his knowledge, goods bad | pledged in his name, and with his privity. ke 
not laid longer than two years without being | always gavethe defeazances to the borrowers: 
renewed, and paying the interest and charges. | Tiat he seidum received any ready money on 
Thomas Warren said, That Richard Wooiley, | pledzes ; but sometimes his servant, and ge- 
and he, had been employed by the Corporation, | nerally the person he pledged for, received the 
a8 assistants tothe warehouse keeper, to lott | same, and his name has been frequently made 
Out goods tor public sales; That wien he first | use of to screen the real borrowers: That Bi:ils 
attended, goods were chiefly pledged in the } of sale have been made out in bis name, when 
@xarminant’s and Wooiley’s names, and fre | he has known notling of it; He has sigued 
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Bills of Sales frequently at Thomson’s request ; 
and has been called on by the cashier to sign 
certificates a fortnight or three weeks after the 
cashier had paid the money to Thomson, as 
the cashier informed him : Tuat he uever took 
away ae defeazances, unless the goods were 
pledged by him; and remembers but few 
pledges that exceeded 4 or 500/. That he has 
pledged goods of his own, and his servant re- 
ceived the money: That he never scrupled 
signing any Bill of Sale or defeazance, when 
Thomson required him; but never had any 
consideration for so doing: That he believed 
sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Squire, and most of 
the directors, knew that he signed his name 
without seeing the goods, particularly Mr. 
Squire: That he never signed a blank bill of 
sale: That when he has signed bills of sale, 
he did not know they were fictitious, Thomson 
saying, That he bad goods sufficient to, answer 
the money lent: And being shewn a bill of 
sale, signed with his name, he said, he did not 
know the band: And he further said, that 
he never gave Francis Thomson, his servant, 
leave to sign bills of sale in his name, or ever 
knew that he did: That he, the examinant, 
believes, that Mr. Squire, Mr. Burroughs, and 
sir Archibald Grant, mast know, that bills of 
sale were signed, for which there were no 
pledges; and that he has often asked Mr. Squire 
who lodged with him) whether there were real 
pete to answer the money lent, ‘who said, 

r. Thomson was a very honest man, and in 
good circumstances; and that there were suffi- 
cient pledges in many out warehouses: That he 
has known goods of David Avery’s pledged in 
his and Warren's names, which were not at the 
office at the time of pledging, but has atter- 
wards seen large quantities of hollands and 
cambrick brought to the ottice, which he be- 
lieved were Avery’s, or the person’s he was 
eoncerned for. 

Your Committee think proper to observe, 
eae the declaration of the said 

oolley and Warren, large sums of money ap- 
pear to be lent in their names, for which there 
are no pledges. ; 

Francis Thomson, servaut to Richard Woolley, 
being examined, said, That in the month of 
May 1729, he, by the order of John Thomson, 
signed twelve or fourteen blank bills of sale, 
defeazances, and receipts, for messieurs Wool- 
ley and Warren, the said Woolley being then 
partner with Thomson ; and the pretence was, 
that if the examinant was out of the way, and 
the person should come to renew a bill of sale, 
it could not be done. He further said, that he 
had signed fifty more for any names Thomson 
pleased to order him, and remembers two of 
them were in the names of Thomas Werren 
and George Cruikshanks, who lives at Pcters- 
burgh: That Woolley has been in the room, 
and also captain Burroughs, and Mr. Swquire, 
when he has signed such bills of sale: That 
Johan Thomson ased to sign the certificates to 
the cashier for the payment of money to himself 
before the bills of sale were signed; and that 


Mr. Tench, then cashier, has sent for thea: 
aminant to sign the bills of sale three or for 
days aker Thomson had received the money a 
such bills of sale; That being asked, if rl 
gooods had been pledged for the bills of sale te 
had so signed, he answered, be could st sy 
there were real goods 
receipts signed being shewed the examinut, 
and asked, if he koew the band, be said, i 
was David Avery’s. 


— oe 


<i oS 


ledged ; and seri 


David Avery being examined, said, Tutt 


has pledged goods in the names of Wolley a 
Warren, and other brokers, for large sum 
money, to the Corporation : That he has sgn 
defeazances for the renewal of goods, at Thon 
son’s request, but never saw the goods: The 
be has borrowed to the amount of {6 « 
20,000/. upon real pledges, and had defesza- 
ces for such goods : That from the @8thofJuly, 
1727, to the 17th of July, 1729, he pledged 
sundry goods in his own name, which wert 
deposited in the company’s warehouse; andbe 
never made up any account upon redemptwis 
bet with Thomson : That he never paid sy 
money to the cashier or settled an account 
with him ; but has received money from him; 
That he has given leave, at John Thomss! 
request, to Francis Thomson, to sign bills of 
sale, certificates, and defeazances, in his name; 
and the snid defeazances have been deliver 
to John Thomson ; and he has impowered the 
said Thomson to sell his goods, or any part of 
them, by public or private sales, and bas let 
bills of parcels with him for that purpose: 
And that the said Thamson would never de 
liver his goods without baving money or bill 
on such persons as he liked, or an exchatt 
for other goods of the same value: That the 
said ‘Thomson generally made up the exanr 
fant’s account of interest and charges on wt 
demptions, and received the money ; but some 
times, when busy, would send his servant to 
the accomptant, to make it up; but Thome 
received the .money, and delivered the goods. 

An Account being shewn him of goods 
pledged in his name, amounting to 16,6 
3s. 8d. he said, That to the best of his know- 
ledge, there were real pledges for- that sud, 
hue added, that he had signed bills of sale a 
Thomson’s request, when he did not know tbat 
there were real goods for such pledges. At 
that he has borrowed money upon pledges!" 
his own name, when the pledge has been othet 
people’s, and has given them the money, # 
defeazance : That he has several times ree 
pledges, and has paid the interest and charges 
due thereon : And said, that if the goods are 
not to be found in the warehouse aan 
pledged, they must have been sold or 0 ia 
wise been disposed of, he often having left d 
feazance in Thomson’s hands to umpower 
to sell the goods. . 

A Bill af sale being shewed him, he alata 
be had signed i:, but did not see the Phat 
specified inthe said bill, and 1s oot ae Or 
they may be the same goods, ¥ hich were ® 


three years ago pledged to the Snord Blade 
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company at 11 per cent. charges included, the 
defeazance for which he gave to Thomson, and 


| 


oud defeazances sent to the cashier, and not to 
the accomptant; and that whilst the affair of 


desised him, if be found thema security tur | the Corporation was depending im the House of 


more money, to redeem the same, and let him 
have the surplus ; and some time after Tiiom- 
son told the examinant, he bad redeemed them, 
aud the goods were sold, but the surplus is not 
accounted for. 

David Faikney, servant to John Thomson, 
being ‘examined, said, That he was employed 
by the said Thomson tw fill up bills of sale, 
certificates, and defeazances ; and when he was 
out of the way, the same were filled up by 
Thomson and Leafe; and hus seen but few 
bills of parcels fur large sums: That he has 
known goods brought in, on which 1,0004. or 
1,200/, has been lent, particularly cloth: That 
Thomsen bas given him notes of the sum, per- 
son’s names, and quality of the goods, from 
which he filled up bills.of sale, certificates, and 
defeazances, and from thence entered them into 
the pledge book; and Leafe used to do the 
same. The examinant further said, That, when 
he had made out such bills of sale, by order of 
Thomson, the said Thomson has sent for Fran- 
cis Thoinson, servant to Woolley, to sign the 
éame in the naines of Wuolley and Warren; and 
that they both knew of it, and used to sign such 
bills of sale, till within these 12 months. He 
likewise said, That about two years ago, a large 
sum of moncy was lent on indigo, and asking 
Thomson, why it was not brought to the Corpora- 
tion house, he said, the proprietors rather chore 
to have it in their own warehouse: That at 
another time some cochineal was pledged, and 
the examinant said, it would be much sefer in 
their own warchouses, than it would be abroad; 
"pon which Thomson told him, He had no- 
thing ta do to trouble himself with affairs 
abroad; which discouraged him from saying 
any more, he not being willing to be turned out 
of his bread. Being asked, if pledges had not 

N suticient; he said, That after the last sale, 
when people brought in their deteazances, in 
order to receive their surplusses, he made out 
an account of their pledges ; and some of them 
’ proved deficient: That Thomson had asked 
the examinant to sign bills of sale; but he re- 
fused, 

Lhomas Leafe being examined, said, That 
Javid Avery was with Thomson three or four 
tiffles a week, and used to pledge great quanti- 
ties of goods to the Corporation, which were 
Ceposited in Warehouses, of which Thomson 
ie the keys; and believes, Avery generally 
odged goods for the money he borrowed : That 

oolley and Warren were great borrowers; 

ut does not know whether gunds were pledged 
ie the money so borrowed; that when pledges 
hale taken in, Thomson was always present; 
the when the borrowers have come to redeem 
eet they were brought down by Faikney; 
aoe has filled up bills of sale by order of 
a Bae In the names of Woolley and War- 
bein ‘. never signed such bills, without their 
file B irst filled up; that the bills of sale were 
mn Thomson’s office, and the certificates 


Commons last session, it was intended to change 
the old method of their bills of sale, certificates, 
and defeazances, because they would not tally 
with the alteration of the interest made by the 
said Ilouse, which the Committee designed to 
follow; at which time large suins ef money 
were. lent upon pledges, for which no defea- 
zances were given, and the certificates were cut 
from the bills of sale, without markiag the nan® 
ber of the cheque side by Thomson himself, or 
by bie order, who he looked upon to have the 
management of the Corporation: That he bas 
signed defeazances, as if the goods were his own, 
by Thomsun’s order, it being the method of the 
otice: but could not say, whether there were 
goods pledged, or not; that plate, linen, and 
other things, have been pledged in big name, 
rticularly 608 pieces of dowlas for one Jen- 
ins a goldsmith, by the order of Thomson; but 
he never received any money upon hie own ac- 
count from the cashier. 

And he further said, That in loeking over 
Mr. Tench’s cash book, he saw several draughts 
on Robinson for large sums of money, ani be- 
lieves, they were drawn by fictitious certificates 
signed by Thomson; and such draughts have 
amounted to near 200,000. and sometimes the 
certificates have been sent up to Robinson, who 
gave Thumson credit for them, and debited the 
Corporation; by which method those large ac- 
counts arose. The examinant believes, che di- 
rectors did not know of fictitious pledges being 
made by Thomson, until he went away: He 
likewise said, That upon looking over Mr. . 
Tench’s cash book, he obscrved when pay- 
ments of large sums of money had been made 
on shares, fictitious certificates have been signed: 
by Thomson, as if there were real pledges, 
and carried to the Cashier; upon which large 
draughts have been made on Robinsoe, and 
frequently such certificates have been sent up 
to him, by which means Robinson has heea 
enabled to pay in the money on his sbares. 

That Thomson has frequently given certifi- 
cates to Robinson, to enable him to make up 
his account with Tench, and he believes several 
fictitious pledges have been made in his (Leafe’s) 
name, and be has sigued the same by Thomson’s 
order ; and does not believe all the fictitious cer- 
tificates made by Thomson were sentto Robin- 
son, but other people had sume of them: That 
he has heard captain Burroughs say, that Ro- 
binson had drawn out large sums of money, and 
hed employed the same in the copper works 
with sir Thomas Mackworth; and believes he 
meant the Corporation’s money. 

That Avery and Leake borrowed of Thomson 
4,5371, 17s. Od. without any pledge, for which 
they were tu pay 10/, per cent. and that large 
sums have been lent to Wouliey and Wurren in 
the same tnanncr, 

That Thomson advanced 12,0001. on the 
Morven mines in Scutland, and 4,000) on the 
mines in Norway; that there was ap account 
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between sir Archibald Grant and Thomson, in 
which sir Archibald had but small credit for se- 
verul yeurs, and the debit side amounted to 
upwards of 10,0002. and no interest charged for 
the same. 

And the examinant upon a further examina- 
tion said, That Mr. Squire, Mr. Burroughs, and 
sir Archibald Grant, and believes Mr. Tench, 
knew of such fictitious pledges: and believes 
not any other gentleman in the direction knew 

it. ar’ | 

David Faikney, being again examined said, 
That he apprehended, that for the bills of sale 
made out for large sums in Woolley and War- 
ren’s name, the pledges were fictitious. That 
Thomas Hodgson, servant to Mr. Robinson, 
used to come to Thomson’s office, and acquaint 
hin, that, 5, 8, or 10,000/. notes: would be due 
on particular days, and desired, be would make 
provision for them; upon which Thomson has 
given the examinant old defeazances, and 
ordered him to renew them, by making out on 
them new bills of sale, certificates, and defea- 
sances; When the examinant had so done, he 
used to carry the old defeazances, which were 
in Woolley and Warren’s names, to the ac- 
comptant’s office, in order to have the interest 


and charges cast up, and then left the new and, 


old defeazances upon Thomson’s desk, for him 
to settle with Mr. Tench the cashier; upon 
which new notes were issued out to enable Ro- 
binson to take up the old ones. 

Mr. John Richardson, clerk to the cashier, 
said, That when renewals of pledges have been 
made, he has asked Thomson, why the certifi- 
cates have not been signed; Thomson replied, 
That was only form; that Thomson paid him 
the interest aod charges on such renewals, and 
he delivered up to Thomson the old certificates : 
That Thomson paid him at one time 7,0001. 
for interest and charges on renewals of pledges, 
part of which sum, upwards of 3,000/. was new 
pledges; Part was an account of about 1,4001. 
allowed him for charges expended last session 
of parliament, and the remainder was in money. 

Thomas Hodgson, clerk to Mr. George Ro- 
binson, said, that the said Robinsun did 
about themonth of September, 1730, borrow 
of the Charitable Corporation the sum of 
22,0007. in the examinant’s name, but un- 
known to him, and ordered him to go to the 
Corporation, and sign the Bills of sale, and 
defeazances; and that he, the said Robinson, 
would take the certificates himself, for he had 
given Thomson security: and the said Robin- 
son afterwards brought six certificates to the 
examinant, amounting to about 21,000/. and 
ordered him to carry them to Mr. Tench, the 
then cashier, and see them discharged off the 
debit side of the book. And being asked if he 
knew of any goods pledged by Mr. Robinson, 
said, he remembered about forty pipes of indigo, 
worth about 4,000/. and is not sure if there was 
not some cochineal; but knuws of no other 
goods pledged hy the said Robinson. 

Jeremiah Wainwright, Cashier to the said 
Company, said, That he never carried up to 


the Committee any certificates for pledges, and 
believes, his predecessor Mr. Tench never did. 
That he had nothing to do with the warehouse- 
keeper's office, but always believed, there were 
Foal nicdses: and never had any suspicion of fic- 
titious pledges being made, till since Thomson 
went away. That he shewed captain Mole 
sworth in his office an accountof all the pledges 
unredeemed at Lady Day 1731, in a hide 
stitched book, wherein was principal and inte- 
rest; aud pointed out to him several large 
sums that had been due a long time; and told 
captain Molesworth all the old pledges should 
be redeemed or renewed, which would bring in 
a considerable sum of money, to pay the divi- 


-dend. Captain Molesworth carried the said 


book to Thomson, and left it with bim; aad 
the said Thomson promised the said pledges 
should be redeemed or renewed accordingly. 
That he used to enter the pledges generally from 
Mr. Teneh’s book, and examined the same 
monthly with Mr. Tench by the certificates ; that 
he did so until the end of April last; that there 
were certificates for all the pledges to that 
time: that he never took notice of the receipts 
on the back of such certificates not being signed 
(he looking only on the face of such certificates) 
till since Thomson went away, when they were 
examined in the presence of Mr. Grove, one of 
the inspectors, and a notary public. 

Thomas Leufe, being again examined, said, 
That for three years past there has been watt 
of money at the Corporation House at different 
times, and since the obtaining of the last licence 
for the enlargement of their capital, money has 
been Scarcer than formerly; and has heard it 
often said amongst the othcers, that there was 
not money sufficient to supply the borrowers, 
That inthe year 1727, when Robinson came 
into the Corporation, money was begun to be 
drawn out by Thomson on fictitious pledges. 

Thomas Jones said, That he did go to sir 
Archibald Grant’s on the Monday before the 
city petition was presented to parliament against 
the said Corporation, at Warren’s request, and 
acquainted sir Archibald, that he was drawing 
a case of the mismanagements of the Corpora- 
tion, and the abuse of their charter. Sir 
Archibald was surprised, and told him he hoped, 
he, Jones, would assist them, now all the world 
was upon thei; that he had put them ma 
method, and they had had good success. The 
examinant replied, Liat be did not know what 
success they had had, but he had a paper in lus 
bosom he was going to print; that -he would 
not assist them, but would appear against thea. 
Sir Archibald seplied, If he lad any demands 
en the company, he should apply to them; and 
desired him not to print bis case. That then 
one Mr. Waller came into the room, in whose 
presence he gave sir Archibald several biats, 
viz. That the Corporation was abused by prt 
vate sales; that their warelouse was a public 
shop; that a great deal of money was lent on 
fictitious certificates; that if the warehouse 
keeper certified he had goods to the cashier, be 
could receive the money directly. Sur Arche 


~ 


\ 
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bald told him, it was a mistake; that he was 
sure it was no such thing. The examinent in- 
. sisted that a Committee should be called, that 
he might acquaint them therewith. Sir Archi- 
bald said, they were in a hurry, and it could not 
be; but there was one called that eves 
and he was summoned to attend it; at whic 
,were present, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Benjamin 
Robinson, and Mr. Langton a proprietor, but 
not in the direction: he produced a case, and 
read part of it, and then told them the several 
mischiefs that attend the company, by the 
power reposed in Thomson in concert with 
captain Burroughs, Mr. Squire, and one or two 
more, and how they might remedy it ; for that 
it was in Thomson’s, and one or two of the di- 
ai power to run away with the company’s 
cash. 

That the examinant did meet Mr. Burroughs 
and Squire at sir Fisher Tench’s request at the 
Pope's Head Tavern in Cornhill, and to them 
read his case; they said, there was nothing init; 
but Burroughs likewise said, he had commission 
from the committee to compromise all matters 
with him, and appointed to meet at the Bell 
Tavern in Nicholas Lane in the evening; 
which he did; that a bond of 4000/1. was pre- 
pared fur the said Burroughs to enter into, that 
the Corporation should abide by an award men- 
tioned tn the said bond; but Burroughs refused 
to sign the same, but gave the examinant a 
note of his hand for 5001. in part of satisfaction 
for his demands, which be promised to re-deliver 
to him upon performing several conditions men- 
tioned in a defeazance signed by him at the 


same time; that he has received the said note. 


Thomas Warren said, That when the Corpo- 
ration was before the parliament last year, he 
believes captain Burroughs, or sir Archibald 
Grant, sent him to Mr. Jones, whom be found 
to be their enemy; and he told them of it; 

_but he heard aftewards, they had made him 
easy; and to the best of his remembrance 
captain Burroughs, or sir Archibald Grant, 
told him so. 

Your Committee finding a very great Debt 


created by notes, amounting to 101,115/. pro- 


ceeded to inquire, how the same had happened, 
and find, that the first entry in the books con- 
cerning notes since the re-establishment of the 
Corporation, is at a Court of Committe held the 
18th of February, 1725, Present of the Com- 
mittee, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Grant, sir Fisher 
Tench, Mr. Bond, sir John Meres; sir John 
Meres in the Chair, A form of a Cash note was 


thensettled. That at a Court of Committee 


held the 24th of February, 1725, the Cash 
Note was amended. That on the 2nd of 
March following, the Court of Committee or- 
dered 1,000 Cash Notes or Bills to be printed. 
Thac the 11th of the same month at a Court of 
Committee, Present, Mr. Onker, sir Fisher 
Tench, Mr. Bond, sir John Meres, Mr. Grant; 
sic John Meres in the Chair; the said Cash 
Notes were directed to be made payable to Mr. 
Jeremiah Wainwright then accomptant, and 
be wasto indorse the same, 


The Sist of March, 1726, the cashiers were 
ordered upon the Tuesday followmg, and so upon 
every Tuesday successively, to give an account 
to the Committee of the cash by each uf them 
received and issued, and produce the balance 
then in their hands respectively. 

Your Committee observe that this Order 
was never complied with, and if it had, such 
large sums of money would not have been em- 
bezzled by the warehouse keeeper or cashier. 

That on the 15th of July, 1726, Present, 
of the Committee, sir Fisher Tench, sir Archi-: 
bald Grant, Mr. Oaker, sir John Meres; As- 
sistants, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Squire, Mr. Robinson, 
Mr. Jackson, Col. Gardiner, sir Archibald: 
Grant in the Chair; The court of Committee 
ordered, that the cash notes bear 3/. per cent. 
interest. : . 

That on the 19th of the said July, Present, 
of the Committee, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Gascoigne, 
sir John Meres ; sir John Meres in the Chair; 
Upon a debate at the Court of Committee 
concerning a contract proposed to be entered 
into with Rabe and Jones, concerning the cir- 
colating the Corporation notes, it was resolved, 
that the Committee could not legally enter 
into any agreement with any person or persons. 
for circulating their notes. 

Notwithstanding which, on the 19th of Au- 
gust following, Present, of the Commmittee, 
sir Fisher Tench, sir Archibald Grant; Mr. 
Oaker, Assistants, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Squire, 
Col. Gardiner, Mr. Hartop, Mr. Lilly, Mr. 
Jackson, Mr. Hayley ; sir Fisher Tench in the. 
Chair; the Committee executed a Deed with ' 
Jones for circulating their notes. : 

Thomus Jones, auctioneer to the said Corpo- 
ration, said, That in the year 1726, be entered 
into a contract with the said Corporation to 
borrow 60,000/. per annum, and was to picdge 
goods for the said sum of one-third more than 
the value, and was to pay 51. per cent. for the 
money, and 5/. per cent. for the charges, and 
was to take 30,000/. of the company’s notes in 
part of the said sum, at an interest of 3/. per 
cent, and was to be allowed 2/. per cent. for 
circulating all notes issued by the Comparation, 
at 3é. 
duce his book every week of all notes issued, 
if he required him, and likewise their cash 
book, for his satisfaction: That he was to be 
allowed 20s. ie diem during the time of each: 
sale, and half the.commissions taken by the 
company for selling such goods, which was 2/. 
per cent. after deducting all charges, in which 
charges the 20s. per diem was included: That 
the said contract was to continue for seven 
years; ‘but for greater certainty he referred 

imself to the said contract; a copy whereof 
is hereunto annexed. (No. 5.) 

That some time after he found he was 
greatly injured by the Corporation’s private 
sales, and complained thercof to sir Robert 
Sutton, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Squire, sir Joho Meres, 
and Mr. Benjamin Robinson, and gave orders 
to his Attorney, to file a bill in chancery against 


the Corporation, and particularly to, make Mr. 


r cent. And the cashier wasto pro- _ 


! 
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Burroughs, Mr. Squire, Thomson, Woolley, and 
Warren, parties thereto, who were the persons 
chiefly concerned, and who received the pro- 
fits of such sales; and that he intended filing 
the said Bill atout two months before the pe- 
tition was presented by the city, the last ses- 
sion of parliament, against the said Corpora- 
tion; That in the same year, he applied to se- 
veral persons of his acquaintance to exchange 
Corporation notes for money, with good success, 
in order to assist him to carry on his contract 
with the said Corporation. 

That in pursuance of his contract for circu- 
lating notes, he thought it necessary, an office 
should be aseigned him in the Corporation house 
(which was a. cordingly done by the Committee 
and assistants) that he might register all notes, 
and be satisfied, that no notes were issued 
without a pledge, in order to secure the money 
advanced on the said notes: That if this me- 
thod had been pursued, the proprietors would 
have been safe, and affairs carried on with ad- 
vantage; but some of the Committee and as- 
sistants told him, unless he would comply with 
some offers they proposed, they would make 
his contract not worth one shilling. 

Being asked, what offers he understood those 
to be, he said, a share in the profits of his con- 
tract, which he refused; and from that time 
they endeavoured by all artifices to defeat him 
in the prosecuting of this affair; that in order 
thereto, they made Richard Woolley, and Tho- 
mas Warren, assistant warehouse keepers, and 
appointed them an office adjoining cto the street 
door, in order to prevent him aud his servant 
. from seeing what pledges were brought in, his 
office being at the farther end of the ware- 
house, where he entered all pledges brought in, 
fur which any notes had been delivered, he 
being only to circulate the same; that he 
complained of this to Mr. Squire, Mr. Lilly, 
Mr. Jackson, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bond, 
Mr. Burroughs, and Mr. Mann, but could 
never get any redress; that Woolley and 
Warren were at that tine in mean circum- 
stances, having been Jately cleared by the act 
of bankruptcy, though they soon after became 
greatmen. | 

That on the 6th and 9th of September 
1726, the form of the nute was finally settled, 
a copy of which is herennto annexed. 

That at a Court of Committee, the 18th of 
- November, 1726, Present, of the Committee, 
Mr. Bond, sir Robert Sutton, sir Fisher Tench; 
sir Archibald Grant, sir John Meres, Assist- 
- ants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Hartop, Mr. Jackson, and 
Mr. Lilly, sir Robert Sutton in the Chair; 

It was ordered, That Mr. Tench, their 
cashier, do draw the cash of this Corporation 
out of the hands of Mr. Pepys, and lodge the 
game in the hands of Mr. George Robinson; 
and that the cash of this Corporation be for the 
future lodged in his hands till further order, to 
be drawn out by the casbier, as occasion shall 
require it, 

‘Lhat at a Committee of Accounts the 17th 
of January, 1726, the Cush Book was ordered 


to be kept in the manner and form it then was, 
with this addition, that a balance he struck 
every last day of the month, and carried fur- 
ward to the succeeding month. 

That the Monthly Cash be examined by the 
Committee or assistants, and every article passed 
in the debtor or credftor, signed ia the margin 
by the examiner, and that the vouchers be 
marked in the same manner, if necessary to be 
kept, and that the notes paid off be cancelled 
and filed. 

That on the 1st of March, 1728, Present, 
of the Committee, Mr. Burroughs, sir Archi 
bald Grant, Mr. Oaker; Assistants, Mr. Jack- 
son, Mr. Moody, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, and 
sir Archibald Grant ia the chair; A Court of 
Committee executed aa Agreement for circa- 
lating their notes with George Robinson, esq. 
That your Committee do not find any order 
made by a general Court for making notes, or 
circulating the same, or approving such, when 
made, or any contract for circulating them. 

Lhomas Leate said, That be has filled op 
some hundreds of promissory notes for value 
received pera pledge in the cashier’s and his 
own office for large sums of muney, by Thom- 
sun's order, for twelve months, beginning 1726 
to Midsummer 1730; and has seen captam 
Burroughs, Mr. Squire, and others, sign such 
notes singly by themselves with the initial let« 
ters of their names: and said, that he used to 
hil up Corporation notes; that the accomptant 
generally signed them first, then one of the 
Committee, or assistants, and then the cashier; 
that he always carried them to the cashier's of- 
fice, when so completed, and has frequently 
seen Thomson have such notes in is hand. 

Jeremiah Wainwright said, That he has carried 
notes paid off, to the Committee, which be be- 
lieved were filed, and the books discharged. 
That about the middle of May last, Captain 
Burroughs, Mr. Squire, and Mr. Jackson, came 
to Mr. ‘Tench, and ordered hisn to fill up notes 
to the amount of 60,000/. which be did, part 
one day and part another; that Mr. Tench 
signed them, and they ordered the examinant 
to sign them likewise, but he refused it, saying, 


4) there was no occasion for him to sign then, ull 


they were issued out; that he believes, they 
were dated the same day they were filed up, 
and those geuotlemen said, they were to be lock- 
ed up in an iron chest in the said room; that 
he left them iu their custody, but did not see 
them locked up, but belteves they were nevet 
issued; that he has beard sir Robert Sutton, 
and others of the Committee say, the said notes 
were filled up by consent of the Committee ; 
and he believes, the said notes were made to 
exchange for old notes which were or should 
become due, to keep up their credit, cash being 
low at that time, and not sufhcient to discharge 
such notes as became due; that the said notes 
were not made out on pledges, and had no 
ledge marks on them. Being asked, if sir 
Robert Sutton was present, when the said notes 
were filled up, he answered, he was certain sir 
Robert was not present, Lut he has heard su 
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Rohert Sutton declare, that he, captain Moles- 
worth, and others, were present, whcn the said 
notes were burnt. 
Thomas Wurren said, That he has sold, for 
Robinson, Corporation notes payable in six 
months to the amount of 170,000/. and notes 
payable in twelve months to the amount of 


-200,000/. some of which have been taken in 


and delivered out again, which makes the sum 
so large. That he knows of no notes of a later 
date than January 1730. 

David Faitkney said, That he has seen 
Thomson have quantities of the Corporation’s 
notes in his custody, and had a jealousy, that 
he made use of the Company’s money, but be- 
lieved be had an estate tu answer it, That on 
the 20th of March, 1750, at 2 court of commit- 
tee, an order was made, that nu more notes 
should be issued ; in pursuance of which ano- 
ther order was made that the blank notes 
should be delivered to the Committee of Ac- 
counts, to be by them locked up in the iron 
chest. 

And by the evidence of Mr. John Torriano, 
one of the assistants hereafter mentioned, it ap- 
pears, That the key of the said iron chest, 
was put into another chest, to which there were 
two locks ; the key of one of them was delivered 
to Mf. Burroughs, and the other to him, which 
he kept till the 11th of May following, when 
he was pressed to deliver the same by Bur- 
roughs and Squire, who told him that at a meet- 
ing the night before at sir Archibald Grant’s 
it had been resolved to issue 30,000/. notes. 
Fhat he refused to deliver it, urging several 
reasons against it, and particularly, that Cor- 
poration notes could not be struck but upon 
pledges, and asked, whether they had now an 
offer of Pledges for 30,000/. Squire answered, 
no, but that these notes being dated before 
the time limited in the Bill, they might he 
kept, till they were wanted; he thereupon 
ebsolutcly refused to do it; hut as soon as 
they were gone ; he wrote a Letter to sir Ro- 
bert Sutton, and enclosed his key init. The 
said Letter is as follows; viz. 


“To Sir Robert Sutton. 


“ The inclosed key is one of them which be- 
long to the box, in which are the keys of the 
ron chest ; the notes were by order of a court 


_ Of a committee locked up therein, upon a re- 


~ humbly conceive) cannot 


solution taken and entered in the books of the 
Corporation, not tu issue from and after that 
day any niore notes. This resolution (as I 
be broke into or re- 
versed, but by the same authority which made 
it; and therefore, as I am confident, it is irre- 
gular to Issue any more notes at all, and mach 
more so without reversing that order upon the 
books in the same manner and form in which 
twas made, I shail not scruple to enter my 
it a thereto, or at least to declare, that 
will not deliver Out the nute books myself, nor 
nea any hand in it, because it is as dangerous 
is an Unwarrantable proceeding. My 
0d friend Mr, Squire tells me, it was resolved 


to issue oat 30,0004. notes ; I knew not of any 
such resolution before; and though I greatly | 
respect and love him, I must beg his and every 
other gentlernan’s pardon in this case; when [ 
have delivered up the key, I am well aware 
they may issue 100,000/. without my know- 
ledge, and they will be very glad, when 
they are at liberty so to dv, without letting me 
know any thing of it; but then what I am ig- 
norant of I am not accountable for. But that 
I may not ‘hereafter be chargealle with this 
fact, and to remove from being obnoxious and | 
troublesome with my scruples to the Society, I 
shall be willing to give them this satisfaction of 
my resignation. 

“‘ They will say it is because I have notes of 
my own (about 5,000) that I am fearful of 
lessening the security of them by increasing | 
the company’s debt. This may be one reason, 
bat the apprehension, that these notes of so 
late a date may come abroad into the world, and 
occasion a gurther inquiry, is the principal one. 
But I heartily beg your pardon for so‘freely de- 
livering my sentiments to you, and shall detain 
el no longer than to assure you, I am, &e. 

ay 11, 1731. , 

“ P.S. Sir, [know Mr. Robinson has very 
large cash in his hands, near 50,000?. which if 
he were obliged to pay, would supply the want 
of notes.” 

That at a Court of Committee the 15th of 
May, 1731, present, of the Committee, sir Ro- 
bert Sutton, sir Archibald Grant, Robert Mann, 

-and William Burroughs, esq.; Assistants, Mr. 
Benjamin Robinson, Mr, Squire, and Mr. 
Beake, sir Robert Sutton in the chair; The 
key of the box, which had been sent by Mr. 
Torriano tosir Robert Sutton, was ordered to be 
delivered to Mr, Squire. Soon after which, the 
60,000/. notes before mentioned were coined. 

Your Committee finding a Debt due of 
44,4001. by bonds, proceeded to inquire into 
the same ; and the first account they fiad of 
this Corporatiun’s dealing .in_ bonds, was a 
Treaty entered into between this Corporation 
and the York Buildings Company, in the year 
1724, for the York Buildings Company to Jend 
to this Corporation 100,000/. 1n bonds, which 
were to be exchanged for ready money; but 
that treaty, by the advice of council, not taking 
effect, nothing more was done in bonds untill 
the 6th of July, 1731, Present, of the Com- 
mittee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Molesworth, 
captain Burroughs; Mr. Bond, Mr. Mann, 
Assistants, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. Squire, sir 
Archibald Grant in the chair: When a Copper 
Plate was ordered by the Court of Committee 
to be made for the printing of Bonds, for the 
use of the Corporation, for the sum of 1002. 
each. And accordingly on the 15th of July, 
1731, at a court of Committee, Present, of the 
Committee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bond, 
Mr. Burroughs; Assistants, Mr. Beake, Mr. 
Squire, Mr. Benj. Robinson, sir Archibald 
Grant in the chair; The Corporation Seal 
was affixed to 100 bonds of 100/. each 
That on the 19th of the said July, at a’ 
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Court of Committee, Present, of the Com- 
mittee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs ; 
Assistants, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Benj. Robinson, 
Mr. Squire, Mr. Beake : sir Archibald Grant in 
the choir; the seal was affixed to 100 bonds 
more of 100. each. | 

- That on the 20th of the same Jaly, at a Court 
of Committee, Present, of the Committee, sir 
Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Bond, 
Assistants, Mr. Moody, Mr. Bev}. Robinson, 
Mr. Jackson, Mr. Squire ;_ sir Archibald Grant 
in the chair; the Corporation’s Seal was afhxed 
to 100 bonds more of 100/. each. . 

That on the 17th of August, 1731, at a 
Court of Committee, Present, of the Com- 
mittee, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs ; 
Assistants, Mr. Beake, Mr. Jackson, Mr. 
Moody, Mr. Waller, Mr. Squire ; capt. Bur- 
roughs in the chair; the Corporation’s Seal 
was affixed to a huodred more bonds of 1001. 
each. 

That on the 10th of Septembeg, 1731, ata 
Court of Cummittee, Present, of the Com- 
mittee, sir Robert Sutton, Mr. Molesworth, sir 
Archibald Grant, capt. Burroughs ; Assistants, 
Mr. Jackson, Mr. Waller, Mr. Beake, Mr. 
Moody ; capt. Burroughs in the chair; that the 
Corporation’s Seal was affixed to 100 bonds 
more of 100/. each. 

Your Committee observe, that they assumed 
to themselves this power of creating bonds, 
without the least colour of authority from their 
Charter, or any direction from the general 
court, and affixed the seal to some of them, 
without a sufficient number of committee men 
required by charter to do a corporate act. 

That the only pretence for creating and 
issuing such bonds, was to pay off their old 
. notes, and to evade a promise made to the 
House of Commons last session of parliament, 
that no more notes should be issued after the 
15th day of May last. 

Jeremiah Wainwright said, That by order 
of the court of Committee of the 8th of Oct. 
1731, he delivered 4,000/. Corporation bonds to 
George Robinson, esq. and had a receipt for 
the same from Thomas Hodgson his servant, 
dated on or about the ninth of October: That 
most of the said bonds were dated the preced- 
ing month: that he delivered by order of the 
said Committee 3,000/. in bunds to Thoinas 
Warren, who used to exchange the same for 
the Company’s notes, which were become due. 

Thomas Warren said, That be had bonds 
issued to him by order of the Committee, 
which bonds were to take up the Company’s 
notes, which were due or should become due. 

John Herring, esq. being examined, said, 
that he received 2,000/. in Corporation bonds 
of Denis Bond, esq., for which he gave him in 
exchange five Corporation notes, and the re- 
mainder in money to complete that sum. 

That the examinant went to Mr. Bond’s 
house, and he carried the examinant to Ran- 
dall’s coffee house, where he staid till Mr. 
Bond came back ; and, as they were returning 
through the city, Mr. Bond pulled out of his 


bosom or pocket a large parcel of bonds, and 
took those out from amongst them, and be- 
lieves, there might be as many more, and ap- 
rehends he received them daring the time he 
eft the examinant; That, since this affair 
happened, be applied to Mr. Bond, and told 
bim, bad not checqued the bonds, and 
hoped, he would relieve him, but Mr. Bond 
said, he exchanged notes for the same. And 
the examinant apprehends said Mr. Bond had 
picked up notes to exchange for the same. 

Mr. Jeremiah Wainwright said, That he ex- 
changed bonds amounting to 4000/. with Mr. 
Bond, for the same sum in due notes, which 
he supposed were his own; and believes, be 
weat to Mr. Bond’s house to exchange the 
same. | 

Your Committee then proceeded to inquire 
what Dividends had been made, and do noe 


find that any have been made before the 14th 


of November, 1727, at a general court, Pre- 
sent, of the Committee, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. 
Bond; Assistants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Benjamin 
Robinson, Col. Gardiner, Mr. Geo. Jackson, 
Mr. Torriano, Mr. Beake, Mr. Oaker, and 
Mr. Charles Waller; Mr. Burroughs in the 
Chair:. Mr. Burroughs from the chair ac- 
quainted tbe Court, that, the Committee and 
Assistauts having cast up the books, a dividend 
might be declared of 3s. per share for all the 
money paid into the fund before the 22nd of 
July last. 

That on the 30th of April, 1728, at a Ge- 
neral Court, Present, of Committee, Mr. 
Oaker, sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs, 
Assistants, Mr. Beake, Mr. Benjamin Robin- 
son, Mr. Whichcote, and Mr. Moody; Mr. 
Burroughs in the Chair; A Dividend of 4s. 
per share upon the profits of the Corporatiun, 
for a last six months ending March the Sib, 
was ‘ 

That at a General Court held the 15th of 
October, 1726, Present, of the Committee, 
Mr. Oaker, sir Archibald: Grant, Mr. Bur- 
roughs; Assistants, Mr. Benj. Robinson, Mr. 
Squire, Mr. Torriano, Mr, Moody, Mr. Jack- 
son; Mr. Burroughs in the Chair; The Con- 
mittee and Assistants, having considered the 
Profits made tbe last half year, were of opinion 
that a dividend of 5s. per share might be made; 
which was ordered according]y. 

That at a General Ceurt the 27th of March, 
1729, Present, of the Committee, Sir Archi- 
bald Grant, Mr. Burroughs; Assistants, Air. 
Squire, Mr. Moody, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, 
Mr. Torriane, Mr. Jackson ; Mr. Burrougbs in 
the Chair; The Committee and Assistants, 
having examined into the accounts of this Cor- 
poration were of opinion, that dividends of 
profits this half year may be 5s. per sbare; 
which was ordered accordingly.. 

That ata General Court the 16th of Oc 
tober, 1729, Present, of the Committee, sif 
Archibald Grant, Mr. Oaker, Mr. Burroughs, 
Mr. Mann; Assistants, Mr. Whichcote, Mr. 
Jackson, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, Mr. Beake, 
Mr. Squire, Mr. Moody, Ms. Torriano, and 
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sir Archibald Grant in the Chair; The Com- 
mittee and Assistants, having examined into 
the accounts of this Corporation, were of opi- 
nion, that they can divide 5s. per share for this 
half year. . 
That at a General Court the 24th of March, 
1729, Present, of the Committee, sir Robert 
Sutton, Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Bond, Mr. Mann, 
Mr. Molesworth; Assistants, Mr. Beake, Mr. 
Squire, Mr. Waller, Mr. Moody, Mr. Torriano, 
and Mr. Burroughs in the Chair; the Com- 
‘mittee and Assistants, having cast up the books, 
do find the Corporation can divide 5s. pershare 
for this half year. 
That at a General Court the ist of October, 
1730, Present, of the Committee, Mr. Aisla- 
‘bie; Assistants, Mr. Moody, Mr. Squire, Mr. 
Torriano, Mr. Benjamin Robinson, Mr. Wal- 
‘ler; Mr. Aislabie inthe Chair; adividend of 5s. 
per share was agreed upon, 

_ That at a General Court the 25th of March, 
1731, Present, of the Committee, Mr. Moles- 
worth, Mr. Burroughs, sir Archibald Grant ; 
Assistants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Benjamin Robin- 
son, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Moody, Mr. Waller; sir 
Archibald Grant in the Chair; .the Gentlemen 
in the Direction, considering the charge the late 
prosecution. against the Corporation had put 
them to, and the extraordinary expence the 
conforming to the sense of the flouse of Com- 
mons for setting up more houses for lending 
small sums to the poor would be attended with, 
thought fit to propose that the dividend for the 
Jast half year should be Ss. 6d. which was 
agreed to. 

That at a General Court the 4th of October, 
1731, Present, of the Committee, sir Archibald 
Grant, captain Burroughs, Mr. Molesworth; 
Assistants, Mr. Squire, Mr. Waller, Mr. Beake, 
captain Burroughs in the Chair; the Gentle- 
men in the Direction, having examined the ac- 
count of profits for the half year ending at Mi- 
chaelmas, find, that 3s. per share may be di- 
vided for that half year. 

But your Committee must abserve, that on 
the 19th of October following, the said Order 
was postponed, and has never yet been com- 
plied with. ; 

Your Committee likewise observe, that not- 
withstanding the declarations made by the 
Committee and Assistants in the General Court, 
for declaring of dividends ; that they had cast 
up the books; examined the accounts, and con- 
sidered the profits whereupon to make the same 
dividends; not one of: them had ever looked 
into the warehouses, to see whether there were 
any pledges for the several large sums that had 
been lent out; nor had they sometimes even 
seen any account whatsoever. 

Mr. John Venables, accomptant to the said 
Corporation, being examinced,said, That he was 
appointed to the said office the 13th of July, 
1731; that he never received any directions 
from the Committee or Assistants to make up 
any accounts, but was told by Mr. Wainwright 
the cashier (who had formerly been accompt- 
ant) that it was his duty to make out an ac- 


Vor, VII. 


count half-yearly, in order that adividend might 
be declared, and that the said Mr. Wainwright 
gave him instructions for that purpose.. Aq 
cordingly he or his clerk did take out of the 
books the principal sums lent, first deducting 
what was received by sales, or paid in part, 
and cast up interest on the remuinder, after 
the rate of 10/. per cent. for all pledges to the 
1st of April, 1781, as they appeared upon the 
books, and that he never had any doubt of the 
reality of such pledges: That from the first of 


April he calculated the pecee above 500/, at. 


62. per cent. under 5001, to 1001. at 71, per 
cent. under 100/. to 20/,-at 8/. per cent, and 
20/. and under at 10/. per cent. That this ac- 
count he made, in order for a dividend in Oce 
tober, 1731, and brought it to Spring Garden, 
in order to lay before the Court of Committee 
for that purpose ; but the Court of Committee 
and General Court were up, before he arrived, 
and had declared the dividend; that he met 
captain Molesworth and Mr. Beake in Sprin 

Garden, and shewed them the Account, an 

declared to them his apprehensions, that the 
Accqunt was not to be depended upon; for 
that he had carried on interest for above 3,0002, 
in that account mentioned to be in Thomson’s 
hands on account of sales, and had been so 
some years; and also for 6,000. Thomson had 
received on account of sales above a year; and 
also, that since the first of April last, near one 
third part of their capital was calculated ‘at 6, 
per cent. and the dividend at 6/. per cent. so 
that that money could answer no charges. 
Upon which the gentlemen seemed surprised, 
and captain Molesworth desired him to make 
out an estimate against the next day, of the 
amount of the pledges above 500/. which he 
did; that the next morning before ten, captain 
Molesworth and sir Robert Sutton came to the 
office in the city, and sir Robert went to Thome 
son to inquire after this affair; and the exami- 
nant has heard, that Thomson was ordered to 
make up his account of sales, and that Thom- 
son alledged he owed the company nothing ; 
for that he had accounted for the sales by re- 
demptions, and so paid interest for all the 
money to the time of payment, and the com- 
pany were no sufferers ; that Thomson did pre- 
pare an account of sales, and Jaid it before the 
Committee, and Mr. Molesworth brought the 
said account to the examinant, and afterwards 


‘fetched Thomson to his office, who made the 


declaration aforesaid, but owned it was irregu- 
Jar, and promised it should be so no mores 
that he never examined the vouchers for the 


pledges, in order to make up the general ac- . 


counts, they being in the custody of the cashier, 
but made it up from the books in his ofiice ; 
that upon the first Committee day after the said 
General Court, he was told by the Committee, 
he had mistaken the general instructions; for 
that it was never intended, that the pledges 
made before the first of April, 1731, should be 
calculated according to the said instructions, 
hut only the pledges made since; that as the 


parliament were inclinable to settle the rates, 


4B . 
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so they would allow to the borrowers 2/. per 
cent. and all pledges in general, save those for 
20l. and under (which were still to carry 102. 

er cent.) should from the said first of April 
be cast up at 8/. per cent. and thereupon the 
account was delivered to the examinant, to al- 
ter; which he dic accordingly. That he be- 
lieves sir Rubert Sutton’s and Mr. Molesworth’s 
earnestness with Thomson to clear up this 
matter, was the occasion of his going away ; 
and said, That he had observed several pledges 
standing out for large sums, on which near as 
much as the principal was due fer the interest 
and charges, and that several inferior persons 
names were made use of tu conceal those of the 
real borrowers. 

Your Committee observe, that this alteration 
was necessary to be made, to justify the divi- 
dead they had then declared, before they had 
seen any account at all. 

Mr. Jeremiah Wainwright, formerly ac- 
comptant, and now casbier of the Corporation, 
being examined, said, That he was appointed 
cashier in the month of June, 1731, in the room 
of Mr. William Tench, deceased; that he ap- 
_ prehends, the Corporation never divided more 
than the real profits, supposing all the pledges 
to be good; but the Committee have some- 
times declared the dividend before the accouot 
has heen made out; and that he, whea ac- 
comptant, used to make up an account half- 
yearly from the pledge hooks of the interest 
and charges due on pledges standing eut, which 
was necessary in order to compute the divi- 
dend ; and that the duty of his office, when ac- 
comptant, was to keep the transfer books, 
stock ledgers, pledge books, make out the divi- 
dend warrants, and, when the proprietors paid 
in upon their shares, to give them credit in the 
stock ledgers, and a general ledger. That the 
examinant computed interest on about 6,000/. 
jn Thomson’s hands, on account of the two last 
sales, which had never regularly been brought 
to an account: and the examinant and Mr. 
Venables designed to take an opportunity to 
acquaint captain Molesworth of the large sum 
of money in Thomson’s hands, which he had re- 
ceived on account of sales; and the examinant 
has heard Thomson frequently declare, that, 
hen he came first into the office, sir Robert 

utton promised him he should bave a salary 
of 400/. per annum; that he, the examinant, 
apprehended, lest that salary should seem too 
great, and that it might be made up to him 
some other way, they suffered him to keep part 
of the money arising by sales in his bands; 
_ that by order of Committees, several sums of 
money were paid Thomson, particularly 1,400/. 
on account of charges in Parliament, when he 
had the money for sales in his hands; that the 
gentlemen of the Comunittee, who were present 
when the half-yearly accounts were laid before 
the Committee, must know that ‘Thomson had 
a large sum of money in his hands, it appearing 
to be so upon the face of such account. That 
he used to compnte the interest on pledges and 
notes for the balt-yearly dividend, and carried 


=» 


it to the Committee; and to the best of his 
knowledge the total sum of interest and charges 
on unredeemed pledges and notes not due, 
were not entered in any buok. 

Your Committee finding in the course of ther 
examination, that no order of a court of com- 
mittee, or general court, had been made for ap- 
plying to the crown for the two last augmenta- 
tions, but that the same had been carried on in 
a private and clandestine manner, proceeded to 
inquire into thesame. And find, chat although 
the second licence bore date the 2ist day of 
June, 1728, the same was never made known to 
the proprietors, till the 12th of September fzl- 
lowing ; and, although the third licence bore 
date the Sist of July, 1730, the same was never 
made public to the proprietors, until the 1st of 
October following. 

Mr. Wiliam Higgs, secretary to the said 
Corporation, said, That he never heard of any 
order of a general court, or court of committee, 
for obtaining the secund licence, or knew that it 
was obtained till about the middle of September, 
1728, when he was ordered by captain Bur- 
roughs, to send circular letters to all the men- 
bers, to give notice thereof. He likewise said, 
that at a Committee of accounts held in Lundon 
soon after, the said captain Burroughs took the 
said licence out of his pocket, and, before the 
same was read, put it into an iron chest; aod 
that he never saw the date of the said licence, 
until the same was ordered to be laid before 
the House of Commons Inst session of Par'ia- 
ment, when he perceived it was dated the 21: 
of June, 1728, but was never published ina 
general court, till the 1st of October following, 
and was not then read; that between the date 
of the licence, and the publishing thereof, sr 
John Meres sold a great number of shares, and 
sometime after sent to him to know the date o! 
the licence; and he, net knowing the sare, 
went to the secretary’s office to inquire alter 1, 
and applied himself to Mr. Tilson, who asked 
him, it he did not know, the examinant rep!ed, 
he did not; upon which Mr. Tilson told hin, 
that then he should not know for him, or to 
that effect, 

That he had heen present at all the general 
courts prior to the publication, save one; and 
that the obtaining the said licence was never 
once mentioned there. 

Mr. Jeremiah Wainwright, first accomptart, 
and then cashier, said, He did not know the 
dates of the two last licences till about January 
last, and that they were both kept secret some 
months after their respective dates ; that shares 
sold for about 6/. 10s. or 72, per share, belore 
the second licence was made public, and imme- 
diately after were sold for 11/.; that, betore 
the last licence was made public, shares sv.i 
from 7l. to 71. 15s. per share; and that, apou 
the same being public, they were sold for Q. 
per share; that he never knew of the suid b- 
cences being obtained, tillitwas publicly knowa 
to every one; that between the dates and put- 
lication of the said licences, several thcusacd 


| shares were bought by the directors or Weir 
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agents, and Thomean; and that he believes, 
Mr. Matthew Lamb was a Trustee for sir Ro- 
bert Sutton; Mr. Anthony Powel and colonel 
Westal for sir Archibald Grant; Leafe, Faick- 
ney, Maccullo, and some others, for Thomson ; 
Mr. Cartwright and Mr. Cousemaker, for Mr. 
Burroughs. 

Mr. Matthew Lamb, being examined, said, 
That he began to act asa Trustee for sir Robert 
Satton about the 5th of April, 1728, and be- 
tween that time and the 17th of July following, 
41250 Corporation shares, part of the 100,000/. 
capital, were by sir Robert Sutton’s order pur- 
chased, and transferred to him in trust for the 
said sir Robert ; and that he paid at the rate of 
6l. per share, or thereabouts, for them. 

That, when sir Robert Sutton went abroad 
in 1728, he gave orders to Thomson to purchase 
3 or 300 shares, and in case Thomson could 
procore 400 more, the examinant was directed 
to pay for them, and no time was limited for 
buying the same. 

Thomas Warren said, That when a promise 
was made of obtaining the second licence in 
1728, the examinant was resolved to buy op 
shares in expectation of a rise, but was told by 
Robinson, that if he would be industrious, and 
buy up what shares he could for him, he should 
have for bis encouragement half the profit, and 
sustain no loss that might happen: that pur- 
suant thereto the examinant bought great num- 
bers of shares, and caused them to be trans- 
ferred to Robinson, or his order: that some 
time after shares rose according to expectation, 
and in 1730, the time of the enlargement of the 
lest licence, the examinant gave Robinson a 
list of shares, of which he was intitled to the 
half profits, which, as he believes, amounted to 
pear 20,000 shares, but he never obtained his 
share of the profits he was promised. 

Your Committee likewise perceiving that 
several of the Committee, and assistants, for 
managing the affairs of the said Corporation, 
and their officers, had dealt very largely in the 
shares of the snid Corporation, proceeded to 
examine into the same. 

And Thomas Leafe said, That he had copied 
an account stated between Robinson and 
Thomson to the Sist of May, 1729, and a be- 
lance was due to Thomson of about 98,0002. 
and since that time to the time Robinson wont 
away, the examinant believes there might be 
100,000]. mere due to the said Thomson. That 
he wrote out two other accounts, the first stiled 
&n account of four for 2,000 shares or upwards; 
and believes the four persons were, Captain 
Burroughs, Mr. Squire, Robinson, and Thom- 
ton; and the second account was stiled, an ac- 
count of five, coptaining 1000 shares or up- 
wards, and the same persons were concerned 
19 t, and sir Archibald Grant was the fifth. 

That Thomeon has frequently given Certifi- 
tates to Robinson, to enable bim to make up 
his aceeunt with Tench, and to draw money 
eut of the Corporation, to pay in on privilege 
shares, and apprehended some part thereof was 
made use of to purchase stocks for the advan- 


tage of the said numbers 4 and 5. That he 
also wrote an Account dictated by Thomson, 
how the said shares were disposed of; that 
some of them were in the names of the exa- 
minant, Thomson, David, Faikney and Robine- 
son. That in July, 1728, No. 4 and 5, bought 
considerable quantities of shares; That sir Ro- 
bert Sutton and Mr. Tilson bad part of them ; 
and apprehends these were part of the shares 
bought of sir John Meres. at Thomson had 
two books covered with marble paper, in which 
were distinct accounts of No. 4 and 5, but he 
never saw avy names. That Thomson has 
borrowed large sums of money on Corporation 
shares. 

Your Committee think proper to observe, 
that the Evidence of Leafe, concerning the 
names of the persons engaged in the accounts 
of No. 4 and 5, is confirmed by an entry in an 
Account Book belonging to John Thomson. 

Thomas Warren said, That there is at this 
time upwards of 70,000/. borrowed on shares 
the said Warren, standing out between 

homson and Robinson, and that he is bound 
with the said Thomson and Robinson, or one of 
them, for above 40,0002, in case of failure in 
value of the said shares, That he has borrow- 
ed on shares for Robinson, at several times, 
about 200,000/. and about 60,000/. for Thom- 
son, which shares have been redeemed and re- 
newed several times, and of which sums about 
60,0001. is standing out on Robinson’s account, 
and about 12,000/. on Thomson’son 15293 
shares. 

David Faikney saith, That about the time 
of the second enlargement of their capital, — 
Thomson told him, shares woold rise, and gave 
him anote of his hand to deliver 50 shares at 
any time within two months, upon the examin- 
aut’s paying 10/. per share. That before the 
note pecanne due, fe found an advantage could 
be made of the shares, by paying 500/. into the 
fund, by which he would be intituled to 150 
shares. ‘Some time after Thomson asked him, 
if he desigued to keep his shares; the exami- 
nant told him, he could not, upon which Thom- 
son said, he had a friend that wanted a hnndred 
shares, and the examinant sold bim that 
number at 7/. 10s. per share, and Mr. Hodgson 
sold the remaining fifty at 7/. 12s. per share. 

That shares had been putin his name, which 
he had no interest or concern in, and believes 
the same was done that they might be trans- 
ferred as Thomson had occasion; and never 
had any shares in bis own night before or since, 
but great numbers of shares were in Leafe’s 
name, 

Your Committee find that the committee and 
assistants of the CharitableCorporation had rea- 
sons, from the informations given them, by Mr. 
Jones their auctioneer, by some of their own 
body, by the halance due from Robinson to the 
Corporation, (which appeared upon the death of 
Mr. Tench) and by many other circumstances, to 
he apprehensive of the ill state of their affairs, at 
least hve months before Thomson and Robinson 


withdrew themselves; butit appears to your 
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Committee, that they took very small, if any, | whiting, but did not know how he came by it; 
steps, to inquire into, or remedy the same. and did not receive it till several days after 
_ That the said misfortunes were long grow- | Thomson went away, and said that the files 
ing, and must or ought to have been perceived ; were stript pursuant to the directiuns fo the 
by them, appears by a letter wrote by John | said letter, Ly the examinant and James 
Thomson to Mr. Jeremiah Wainwright the} Thomson, and said James Thomson carned 
cashier, soon after his withdrawing himself, with- | them away, and believes not any of them 
out date or place, which your committee think | were burnt. = 
proper to report at large, viz. _ Being asked where his Memorandam Books 
6 Sip were, said he had not any, but what were leit 
, at home when he was taken into custudy, and 
believes they are now there, in which were 
sume transactions of Thomsons’s; but he 
missed one of his pocket cash hooks, aud 
cannot tell where itis. That he never gave 
any directions for conveying away any books 
of papers.; that no books or papers of his lave 
been remived since the 12th of October, but 
what James removed, which were the accounss 
between Thomson’s father, and son; that he 
took James Fhomson’s Memorandum books 
from him, as John Thomson desired, but never 
parted with any of his own. : ‘ 
Another Letter signed J. T. without date or 
place. 


“‘T have received a piece of news, which 
you will soon be acquainted with, if you are 
not already, which makesme withdraw myself 
from my oilice, until Isee the cilect it has; 
though J do not dreed guilt, yet I have all along 
been acquainted #itu a dreadful sccret, which 
I flattered myself time would have remedied; 
but alas! it must have, from what happen- 
ed, grown worse; it has killed one already, and 
it will kill me tov, though I was not the instru- 
meot northe cause, I cannot, I willnot, come 
to the office at present; but thus retired, I will 
sect about putting the Company’s: Affairs in 
the best order [ can; and if I were to appear 
after that, I could be of no service. If you 
write me, send it to my brother Sam’s, I will ‘“‘ Mr. Leafe, read this carefully over. 


let him know how to convey it, or send to bis 
house. Dear Jer. Your much afilicted, ‘Jt was not proper that you should know 
“Thursday Morning j what was to happen, else you had done it be- 


fore any body, as I could more intrust you. 

P.S. “ Excuse me to the gentlemen. I} You can now Say you did noc suspect it, or the 
would, but I cannot write to them, but I will | necessity for it: That I cannot be the cause of 
to them all next week.” ~ fait. I have left you sundry notes, which when 

And also by several Letters wrote bythe said | you receive them, you are to discharge the de- 
Thomson to Thomas Leafe his servant, some of | mands with, that are upon me personally. As 
which your Committee have thought proper to | the bouks are gone, take a waste book, and 


— 


insert at large, viz. make entries of every thing frotn this day that 
occurs. What you are to discharge is bills of 

A Letter without date or name. Exchange accepted by me, or what is drawo 
“Mr. Leafe, | hy my brother or my father ; also notes of ay 


hand and accounts, that James and you know 
to he due, or have reason to believe it. You 
are not to pay upon account of my indorse- 
ment to any thing, but to keep an exact ac- 
count of all demands of that sort and transm:t 
me, of what kind soever. Tell every body all 
my personal debts will be paid, and that I my- 
self will soon appear again ; I do not owe 64. 
to Stanton. If you are asked about my a 
fairs, when you must answer, tell them, as 0 
yourself, T paid you 20/. per annum for my 
board, and 302. for James Thomson, and 20/. 
for the use of your house, but that you were 
in the Corporation’s service: That James 
Thomson did the business that was with DY 
father in the Exchanges for me, but that I pro- 
posed to have given it up to you, and theo you 
were to have left the Corporation : That you 


“Strip the files, and convey the papers away 
to some place, with what Memorandum books 
ou have relating to me. . Take James’s 
Temorandum Book and convey away, with 
what books and papers he has. Let nothing 
appears, and if you are asked, say I stript the 
counting-house while you were lotting the goods 
for the sale; which is true. Be easy as to 
ealeee you are taken care of, and nothing can 
urt you, Assure James of the same. I will write 
to you at large on Friday next; take care of 
allinyconcerns. IfJolin Hamilton calls, make 
hiw easy ; he had an absolute dependance upon 
me; essure him I will still take care of him, 
and he shall bear from me. Take care to se- 
crite or burn your file of memorandums at 
your owl house; they are now of no use. I 


gave a note of my hand the 30th af September ! , ail 
_ to William Bennet, 100/, payable in a month ; kept my books for two years past, but ths 


; 1 never sav nor 
— I received but 50/. from him; he has also got | pac many, accounts Walen yor 


Oy had. And if you are asked about sir Archt- 
my note of 26th August three months date for ! yo ; 


” account in the books, but it was some time ago 
member mg to Mrs, Leafe. Y & balanced : That Dennis Bond has the sme 
| ours, &C- | just balanced: That Mr. Mann has sev 

Thomas Leafe being shewed the said letter, | accounts in the books balanced: That bir. 
«cknowledged the same to be Thomson's hand- | Jackson, Mr. Squire, captain Burroughs, bas 


- 
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each an account in the book all of old standing, another for 20 shares, which Toblige myself to 


upon which they are intiebted small sums : 
‘That many other people have, which for want 
of the books you cannot tell: That U have 
trade’i to Alicant in Spain, and to Lisbon, and 
that | have effects iu both those places now ; 
That [ also traded to Petersburgh formerly, 
but for a twelvemonth past [ had sent nothing 
thither bat tin, for which I had had remittances 
made to me, and that you believe there is little 
dune to me there: That Lhave sent no goods 
abroai very lately of any kind. Give up to 
the Corporation all the wines in Johnson's 
hands ; also the varn in Mr, Warren’s. Obey 
my cousin Watson’s orders if you can, and 
write to him; write to Mr, Hart of Bristol, 
you will send his vouchers, and that what is 
due to him will be remitted. There is 200/. 
note, and 1004. I gave to David Avery; do not 
pay them, but insist on his doing it, and de- 
ivering them up: Also 15Q/. indorsement of 
his note. Tell James I have by Richard Hamil- 
’ ton satisfied my notes to Dr. Burnet for 300/. 
and 200/. and that he will receive a surplus 
from Wr. Hamilton, which it is proper he should 
call for: And likewise tell Mr. Hamulton, it is 
to pay off other small demands upon me. ' 
“Tell Janes I have provided for Richard 
Moarkland’s 200/. by Jemmy Jenkins, - from 
whom I expect he will receive a surplus like- 
wise ; desire him to press for it, and tell him it 
is to pay off many small demands there is upon 
me. Be very watchtul of all letters both fo- 
reign and inland, to take them up as they come, 
If any remittances, keep them, and advise me 
thereof; be watchful of goods coming from 
Petersburgh. Let John Cruickshank take them 
up, and sell them for account ot C, and T. and 
pass the proceeds to their account. . Be watch- 
ful of remittances from Dr. Wright, or cap- 
tam Innis, or letters which come to the Sword- 
Blade coftce-house; If any remittances, try if 
you can prevent their being reported in my 
name, and put in the name of B. and C. and 
Jet them take up the goods, and pay you the 
proceeds, Write to Halliwell what bas hap- 
pened, and Jet jim ship for the future to you in 
del own name, aud tell the geutlemen of it, 
rite Fabricius the same ; write Bain so too. 
Be kind to my brother Sam, visit him often, 
and help him to settle his accounts; and do 
what service you can to my brother David. 
«7 have a note ofhand to John Gordon, esq. 
due the 15th instant for SO0/. get him to take 
‘it up, and insist upon it; for I will not pay it; 
for amongst the papers I have left you, you will 
find bis note payable at the same time for 1004 
aod his receipt for jewels to the value of 2301. 
which I gave him, and if he does not pay it, 
tell the holder of the note that I lent him the 
note; and that though I pay my own just 
debts, I will not pay a borrowed note. I 
have some shares to take at the opening bought 
by Bennet; asI shall not take them, desire 
Bennet to give you a note of the joss sustained 
-thereby, in order to transmit to me. Receive 
from Robert Garden my note for 200/, and 


deliver at the opening, because I have satisfied 
both. Settle the account with J. Cruickshank, 
and take patience to do it ; you know him full 
well, so I will say no more. Send Westby’s 
note to my father, and desire him to push for 
the payment of it; tell him he is one: of the 
cominissioners of the Customs at Edinburgh. 
Captain Randolph’s tobaccoes, upon which 
there is 8,000/, borrowed, the keys of the ware- 
houses are in Warren’s hands. Give an ac- 
count of that to the company, that they may 
take them. Teil every body you expect me to 
Appear in a few days ; that you expect to hear 
where to call for mein a day ortwo. Let noe 
body know froin you what bus happened ; let it 
break out of itself. Remember me to Mrs. 
‘Leate, and -be assured of my being always 
J.T 


” 
yours, ie i 


Thomas Leafe also acknowledged this to be 
Thomson’s hand, and said he had received 
money for two notes since Thomson went away; 
but has not made any entries since, and has 
not kept any account of demands on bills of 
exchange accepted by him, notes for money’ 
borrowed, and notes indorsed, but believes 
Thomson would pay his private debts first. 
And said that C. T. in the said letter, meant 
Cruikshanks and Thomson, merchants at 
Petersburgh, and B. and C. Blackwuod and 
Cathcart, who formerly had dealings with the 
said Thomson. . 


Another Letter signed J.T. without date or 
place. 


“ Dear Tom ; | ; 

“ My conduct and behaviour to you in keep- 
ing you in the dark as to my intention of re 
tiring, is what you now must approveof; for 
as 1 must needs suppose you will be strictly 
questioned upon that head; and that they 
would give you: trouble upon that account, 
from your being so nearly concerned in my 
affairs; so your declaring with cqnfidence your 
ignorance of that intention, and ’my removing 
from you my Books and Papers in the manner 
I did, must be of service, and I doubt not it is 
proving so. 3 

‘“‘] found it necessary from the uncertain 
turn that things might take, to go abroad, 
where I am now safe with a friend that most 
tenderly compassionates my case. I need not 
tell you what a chain of unlucky qccidents re- 
duced me to this necessity ; you must have obh- 
served them, and often pitied my situation ; 
God grant me patience under them, and I 
shall do every body justice: The company 
must take the will for the deed in my doing 
what Ican; I bad no intention to hurt them, 
but the fatality of their affairs from the source 
of their misfortune, which is of long duration, 
did not admit of looking back. I have wrote 


~ 


the gentlemen a joint, and also all separate ~ 


letters; but Ihave not acquainted them with 
roy being abroad, which it 1s proper you should 
know. I lang to know what reception my 
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letters meet with, and I expect it from you; 
let me know all you have heard and observed, 
and the worst as well as the best, for my govern- 


ment; that,I may conduct myself accordingly ; 


and pray luse no time in doing it. 

‘*Let me know what questions have been 
put to you, andalso to Mr. Faikney and James, 
and how you answered them ? 

‘¢ Let me know how Mr, Faikney behaves. 

“ Hfow have they ordered the sale? 

‘© Have they taken an inventory of the goods 
of the house? 

‘© How does Mr. Wainwright behave? 

“ Do they know of my being gone abroad? 

“ Take an opportunity to ask sir A.G, if 
he has any thing to command me; and that if 
he writes, you will give it me. 

“ Has Mr. Woolley sent all the goods he had 
in bis custody into the new house taken in 
Spittle fields, as heintended; if he has, let 
the company know there is a quantity of goods 
there; but the particulars you cannot give 
them. | 

“© Let the Company know that the clock 
upon which there 1s 250/. lent, is in Mr. Ken’s 
custody their solicitor in parliament. 

«¢ Give them an account of the Barilla where 
it lies. 


« Let them know the tobacco, and also the. 


yarn, is in Mr, Warren’s custody. 

“ Take care that a quantity of wines to sa- 
tisfy Seward and company 465/, be set apart 
for that purpose. 

“ Get the keys, of the rest of the wine, 
and deliver up; we must find means to satisfy 
Mr. Johnson's account abstracted from them 
all; and he may depend on it. : 

“ Let me know the price they have run 
the shares duwn to, and if any has been bought 
or sold. | 

‘¢ Let me know if you can learn, what reso 
lutions have been taken in the Committee. 

“If they call a general court, be there, or 
somebody, to hear what passes. 

“Let me know how Mr, Warren 
and what he has done. 

“¢ Send me the price of York, 

‘*‘ Let me know when it was discovered at 
the office, my absenting myself. 

“* Pray open a sett of buoks, and keep them, 
of the transactions that pass henceforwards, © 
- ™ Rec, Bain’s accounts as tormerly, and keep 
up a correspondence with him, also with Hal- 
liwell, and who else you judge proper. 

‘Send mean abstract of the letters you 
have received, and if any remittances, send 
them to me to be endorsed. 

‘“‘Letine have an account of what money 
you have paid since the last you gave me, and 
also of what yau have received. 

‘* Have you been able to pay all the bills as 
they became due? 

‘If you have 100/, to spare, pay itto my 
brother David—many thinys must have oc- 
curred in my affairs—I hope you will have 
taken memorandums of then—Give mea hint 


of every thing thas has happened, to refresh 
ny memory. 


behaves, 


“T want much to pay off the Little debts 
and demands that are upon ime. 

“* Asto debts not due, tell them they shall 
be paid when due, but pray recollect as many 
of them as you can, and give me an account of 
them. 

“© Sell the two M. York, for which you have 
a power from Mr. William Richardson among 
the papers I left to be delivered you, if you 
want money. 

‘* The bundle of papers I left for you were 
notes and bonds, about which you shall have 
my directions soon, in the mean time send me 
an account of them : 

“‘ And add to them what notes, &c. James 
had in his hands, and also what you had. 

“Do not meddle with my Accounts of 
Shares, where money is borrowed; those ac- 
counts I will take care of myself, and also my 
account with the company; but mind every 
thing else; and let James do the same. 

‘“‘ [ had no time to take a copy of the letter 
I wrote you before ; so I must desire you will 
answer in course, and omit nothing, lest I 
should forget what I wrote you in it. 

“ T am sensible you have a very troublesome 
task of it, but i persuade myself you will 
bear with it at present (I hope it will not be 
long) and labour to answer meas far as pos- 
sible, as you must be sensible of the anxiety 
Isufter: Let James see this, and do you read 
his; but let nobody else ‘see either. Do you 
keep the cash and notes, and fay what de- 
mands areuponme: And if what you have 
will not do it, I will make application, and have 
itdone. I left Mr. Dundass’s papers with you; 
take care of them, and state the account. Tell 
John Hamilton to go tothe Leicester coffee 
house for a letter directed to him there, and if 
he wants a little money, let bim have it upon 
his receipt. I left a power of attorney with 
you: ifyou should at any time be at a non- 
plus to act in my stead, direct for me under & 
cover directed to George Dowes, esq. at 
Bologne. Remember me to Mrs. Leafe. Dear 
Tom, your disconsolate, J. T.” 


Thomas Leafe likewise acknowledged the 
same to be ‘Thomson’s hand: And being 
asked what Thomson meant, io the said letter, 
by ‘I need not tell you what a chain of unlucky 
‘accidents reduced me to this necessity ; you 
“must have observed them, and often pitied my 
‘situation,’ he said, he believes Thomson 
meant the large account of cash due from Ro- 
binson to him, and that Mr. Burrough aod Mr. 
Squire were privy to, and concerned in, the 
loss of the said money, and possibly sir Arclir 
bald Grant. 

And he further said, That about a year go 
an unlucky accident happened to the said gen- 
tlemen, That they lost above 100,000/. by York 
Buildings Stock. That Robinson, and those 
concerned with him, took all methods to keep 
up the price of stock, by buying and contiouing 
the same by premiums, and apprebends the 
Corporation money was made use of by Robie- 


Sn. ra ie ee. Vn, ee a. ae. e 


-were forced to go on. 
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son and Thomson from the beginning, and they 
Being asked if he bad 
spoke to sir Archibald Grant, as Thomsoa de- 
sired ; hesaid, he did speak to him; and sir 
Archibald said, he had the same value for 
him as he had before, and was concerned for 
him. Being asked where he spoke to him, 
he said he believed it was at the general 
court, 


Another Letter, dated January the 30th, 1732: 
not signed, or from what place. 


*¢ Dear Tom, Jan. 30, 1732. 

«« T have received all yours regularly; so that 
you need be under no concern about them, nor 
can I discover that any one letter has missed 
coming regularly to my hands. I won’t begin 
to answer yours in course, but say things as they 
occur to me. . 

«<< Have you received Thomas Lake's note 
from Mr. Crawford payable to yourself for 
185!. If you trave not, [ desire you will 
do it. | 

«¢ Give Mr. Crawford, Lake’s and Richard’s 
bond for 500/. which I think is not executed by 
the last. 

‘‘ Pray take care to answer from time to time 
what letters my father writes to you. 

«© What is become of the ship load of ore that 
arrived, since I came away from Norway, and 
how stand affairs in that corner ? - 

“ I see there are several notes in your hands, 
that are due. I hope you have taken the me- 
thod I desired to obtain payment of them: 
Let me know if you have met any hindrance in 
any of them. All the money I want at present 
or shall have occasion for, (I hope, before you 
will have ten times as much in hand,) to pay 
my little debts, I hope is as follows : 

‘‘ To George Downs, esq. 30/. which I in- 
treat you will send him, without losing a day’s 
time, in new guineas, to Boulogne, by the first 
ship: David Avery will give you a direction ; 
he has been here, and parted six days ago ; 
For the future give all the letters to him that 
you write me, or receive from my friends ; for I 
Judge it necessary to change my way of ad- 
dress ; and he will fur the future forward them 
in a different manner: Tell James so too, 
whenever you can; and let it be as soon as 
possible. I desire you will remit a bill of 
200/. upon Paris at sight, payable to Mr. Ed- 
ward Wogan; do not let it be for value of you, 
but any name youthink proper, and send it in 
a letter to himself directed thus: A Monsieur 
le Chevalier de Wogan, A Sorbonne, a Paris. 

owe him money already; he has been very 
kind to me, and { would very gladly reimburse 
him. I promised David Avery 90/. but you 
ve two notes will do as well, viz. Bruges 
for 401. and Billingsley for 502. Give him also 
his bond for 10001. and take his receipt for all 
e. Write but seldom for three months, and 
€xpect to hear but seldom from ie in that time, 
ause I have some thoughts of guing into 
Pain, and for that reason 1 shall want three 


things of you immediately. I mean by the first 
or second post after you receive this. 

‘“‘ The firstis, if you possibly can accomplish 
it, that you remit that money; Secondly, 
That you would write me a very particular 
account of every thing that has passed since 
head last: And lastly, that you would let me 
snow what passed between Mr. Bermingham 
and you before he parted from London ; and 
if you think the assignee has taken any steps 
to secure my effects in his hands. . 

‘¢ Have you never any conversation with sir 
A.G.? Pray how does he behave? 

“‘ If you have not sold the 2,000 York, pray 
do not do it, but put it into the name of some 
friend of yours, and keep it, till I write yoa 
further. 

“Let me know where C..B. is gone, and 


‘what reasons are given for his absenting him- 


self? | 

“‘ Will J. C. be able to save any thing ? 

“ You should advise him to keep all in his 
hands he can, in case Chappel should prove in- 
solvent: And there are other things come be- 
sides the three bales of linen. 

‘‘ Our meeting now cannot in any event be 


| till after the parliament rises ; for I reckon the 


affair is there by this time, notwithstanding 
Mr. W.’s opinion to the contrary. But I have 
no concern upon me about your behaviour 
there, or any where else; and as to the rest, I 
do not mind it much. 

‘¢ I shall be greatly pleased to hear that you 
have been able to pay Dr. Burnet the remain- 
der of my notes: for hereally gave me great 
uneasiness. | 

‘‘T hope you have prevailed on Richard 
Hamilton to keep the York forme. Pray pay 
the interest up to this time, and take up my 
note, and take his tu deliver you the 6 MM. 
York six months hence, upon paying him 
900/. and interest. Urge this, and get it done 
if you possibly can, though it is not of that va- 
lue at ‘present; there is no danger in standing 
it: As to the security he has on the defeazance 
for London assurance shares from Hatfield, I 
desire you will get Mr. Woodcraft immediately 
to sue Hatfield for Mr. Hamilton, and there is 
no danger of his recovering the difference, 
which is full S00/. I ave known several in- 
stances of it. If you can get to be warehouse- 
keeper upon a salary of 150/, per annum, I 
would certainly advise you to accept of it; and 
as you know my situation exactly, if by any 
side wind I can be of service to you, count 
upon it. D. A. wrote to me to the same pur- 

ose before he came hither, and I discouraged 
it; this to yourself. If you do not succeed, 
do not be uneasy about it, because you may 
depend you shall never have cause to repent 
your attachment to me: and I beara very 
strong sense of it at present. Pray is not cap- 
tain Innes arrived from the Havannah yet ? If 
he is, let me know what you have réceived from. 
Mr. Wright, and what from himself. I shall 
writeto James very particularly about following 
young Puget by the next post; give him there- 

4 
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fore his two notes. I have inclosed sent yvoua 
letter to J. C. read, seal and deliver it ; I leave 
it open for your government. If he will give 
you bills payable to yourself on C. T. and com- 

any, for the sum ot the inclosed bills payable 
eur months hence, take them, and give him 
the inclosed, with the letter of advice ; other- 
wise keep both, and let me know; but if he 
does give you the bills, forward them to them- 
selves, and bid them, when due, pass them to 

our account, not mentioning me. Adieu, dear 
Tom, my best wishes attends Mrs. L. 

‘Tf you are examined on Mr. Rob. Com. 
say you have seen a large Account, whereby he 
stood debtor; but you understood it to be to 
the Company, not to me, as I had not the 
money to give bim; that I had the account 
myself, but that you believe the balance due 
by him was two hundred thou... and up- 
wards, which is all true; avoid beiog parti- 
cular.” 

Thomas Leafe said it was Thomsoan’s hand- 
writing. And being asked, where and to whom 
Thomson was to make application for him to 
be warehouse keeper to the corporation, he 
said, he could not tell. Being asked, what was 
meant, “If by a side wind [ can serve you.” 
He said, he did not know, unless it was by 
some of his friends; and that J. A. in the said 
letter stands for David Avery, J. C. for John 
Cruickshanks, and C. and T. and Co. stands 
for Cruicksbanks, Thomson and company. 
Aod being asked, what reason Mr. W. gave for 
his opinion, he said, Mr. Woodcraft said, that, 
as no proof could be had against the directors, 
Nothing could be done init in parliament. 

Jeremiah Wainwright said, That the Satur- 
day morning before Thomson went away, he 
borrowed the examuinant’s pledze boos, and 
book of redemptions, on pretence of his mak- 
ing up his account of the last sale, saying, he 
could not get at his own pledge bcok, Mr. 
Leafe having the same locked up in his desk, 
being then out of the way; which books canuot 
now be found. 

Lhomas Leafe said, That Thomson had all 
the books of the Corporation, when he pleascd ; 
that a sale Look and two pledge journals are 
wanting; one of which pledge journals was 
Thomson’s own, and the other Mr. Wain- 
wright’s. 

John Richardson, clerk to the cashier, said, 


That about a month before Thomson went’ 


away, his desk in the office on Lawrence Puunt- 
ney Hill, was, as he believes, broke open, and 
now believes, it was done by Thomson. That 
there was in the said desk 1,000/. in bonds and 
some money, and a great nuinber of signed and 
unsigned receipts on the back of certificates ; 
that when he came the next day he found his 
desk open, and the lock broke, and the signed 
and unsigned certificates only missing ; he cam- 

lained of it to Mr. Wainwright bis principal, 

ho making inquiry about it, William Sherif, 
eae tu the house, told the said Wainwnizht, 

iat Thomson asked for the key cf the oflice, 
and he gave it hin, and that they both went in 


together ; and that he, Sheriff, endeavouring to 
open the window next morning, fell on the desi, 
and broke it. 

John Ray,messenger to the said Corporatior, 
said, That on Monday morning about 6 weeks 
before Thomson went away, Mr. Wainwright 
complained to Thomson that his desk had been 
broken open, and 4 or 500 certificates were 
taken away, and seemed very angry, and sud, 
that it must be his servant that had done it in 
opening the windows; Thomson stiling re- 
plied, that for the valee of 10s. he would spesk 
to the gentleman and get new ones in their 
stead, and asked Wainwright if he thought tLis 
fellow would take them, that they were not 
worth a farthing to him, and likewise asked 
him, if he thought he, Thomson, would take 
them, and further added, that Tench was a 
careless man, and had Jost them; Wainsrghe 
said, he did not care which way thcy were 

one: he. would acquaint the Committee with 
it. The examinant turther said, that Thomson 
had been in Wainwright's otlice the Saturday 
night before by himself. 

Your Committee tind, throughout the whole 
course of their Examination, that the persons 
intrusted with the management of the atiairs of 
the said Corporation, bad nothing in their view 
but to enhance the prices of their shares. 

Mr. Hiwgs, their secretary, said, in the years 
1725 and 1726, divers Courts of Committee 
were held to consult the opening Houses to 
lend money upon pledges: That he, sir Robert 
Sutton, at the first, sir John Meres and Mr. 
Gascoigne all along, were for keeping to the 
intent of their charter, in lending money im 
small sums to the poor, but the majority were 
for lending money in the city in large sums; 
and Mr. Bond, who was of the mayurity, sad, 
Damn the poor, let us go tuto the city, whee 
we may get money. 

Sir John Meres said, thatecaptain Burroughs, 
Mr. Squire and sir Archibald Grant, and some 
others in the direction, proposed tu open ano- 
therhonse: that he proposed Exeter Exchaage; 
but those gentlemen thought 1t would be moze 
proper to have it near the Royal | Exchange, 
saying, What sivnifies stock, if it Is mot sae 
able. That having occasion for money, about 
Michaelmas last, he went into the caty to seil 
some Charitable Corporation shares: and, as 
he was going, stopped at his goldsmith’s, avd 
told him, be was come to do the same, who 
found him a purchaser at 44. 16s. per share, 
which was under par: that he went on to Por 
tac’s, where he met with sir Robert Sutton and 
sir Archibald Grant; and acquatn ing them 
with his intention, the latter d' suaded bin from 
selling his shares, fur x: m three days the di- 
vidend would be deciared, and then the shares 
would rise. ‘Lhat some time after the bey.n- 
ning of last session of parliament, the exam- 
nant had discourse with sir Robert Sutton at 
sir Robert Sutton’s house, about the large sums 
of money, as he had been intormed, were 10 
Robinson’s hands, which he heard was betweea 


40 and 50,0004. but sir Robert made sligit of i, 


i 
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and said, he believed it might be 10 or 12,0001. 
for which Robinson had given good security ; 
and that he was responsible to answer double 
the money, and persuaded the examinant to 
keep his stock, and pay in upon his shares. 

David Avery said, Thoinson told him, That 
if they had gained an Act of parliament, it 
would have patched them up, and they might 
have gone on doing business, and people would 
have been contented, if they had paid interest 
on their notes, and made dividends without 
looking after their principal, and that other 
Companies were in as bad a condition as they 
were, if as strictly inquired into. 

John Edwin, esq. a considerable proprietor, 
being examined, said, That about the beginning 
of September last, the examinant had a mistrust 
the Charitable Corporation was not in a good 
condition, and applied ts Mr. Thomas Beake, 
one of the assistants, and informed him, that 
he heard the capital was embezzled, and 
that they had divided out the principal, and 
that there were not pledges sulifcient to an- 
swer the money lent ; and desired, for the sa- 
tisfaction of himself and his friends, to inspect 
their books and accounts; Mr. Beake replied, 
that if the examinant would write a letter to 
him, he would carry the same to the Coummit- 
tee, and get it read. 

That on the 9th of September, the examinant 
wrote a letter to Mr. Beake (which he produced 
to the Committee) which he sent to him, but 
had no answer in writing, but said, Mr. Beake 
informed the examinant the next day, that the 
said letter was read at the Cummittee, and if 
he would meet him at the Corporation house 
on Saturday next, he should be satisfied; the 
examinant went accordingly, and Mr. Bur- 
roughs and Mr. Beake were there; that 
severul books were throwed on the table; 
that he was told by Burroughs it being Satur- 
day they were in haste; and he had no oppor- 
tunity to make remarks thereon ; but then de- 


sired Mr. Burroughs and Mr. Beake to give di-. 


rections to Wainwright, to shew the examinant 
what books and accompts he had a mind to sce; 
upon the Monday following, the examinant 
went again, but Wainwright was unwilling to 
give him anv insight, or shew the books without 
farther directions from Burroughs ; whereupon 
€examinant and Wainwright went to Bur- 
roughs, who snid, he could not shew the books 
. Without the order of the Committee, and re- 
ferred him to attend the Committee the next 
day ; upon which the examinant wrote another 
letter, dated the 14th of September, to Mr. 
eake, co:nplaining of the usage he met with, 
and went again to the Corporation the day on 
which the letter was wrote. And when he came 
to the Corporation house, and the directors 
were above stairs, sir Archibald Grant came 
wn, and instead of satisfying the examinant, 

, Save him sketches of accounts of their capital, 
ri informed him, that all things were well, and 
ficie, itr rumoured about there being not suf- 
: Pledges in the office and warehouse for 
money lent, was groundless, and mot to be 


Vou. VIII, 


minded ; though some person in the Committee 
had formerly expressed the same mistrust long 
time since (and produced to the Committee the 
said aceount, which was delivered to sir Archi« 
bald Grant by Wainwright, and given to the 
examinant, which was read) but the examinant 
applied no more at that time. 

That about the middie of May last, the exa- 
minant applied to sir Archibald Grant fora 
history of the Corporation, and at the same 
time desired to know, if he could tell him, how 
he night buy some shares. Sir Archibald re- 
plied, he could not tell him where to get any; 
but a few days after, Mr. Higgs made a bargain 
with the examinant for 200 shares at 6/. per 
share, and sir Archibald Grant appearing in it, 
the examinant was dissatisfied; whereupon the 
examinant, in the beginning of June last, ap- 
plied to sir Robert Sutton, and desired to know 
of him the state of the Corporation, and in case 
he could give him encouragement, he would 
buy considerably ;\ who intormed him he was 
very safe, and that their capital was worth 5i. 
per share, and 1,400/. profits on their whole 
capital. And sir Robert asking the examinant 
what price he could buy shares at, the exami- 
nant replied 5/. 15s. upon which sir Robert 
Sutton lift up his hands with great admiration, 
and said they were prodigious cheap. 

That sir Robert Sutton owned to the exami- 
nant in October last, and since Thomson went 
away, that he had a mistrust tn the spring, that 
the money in Robinson’s hands was not safe, 
and not a good debt; though sir Robert never 
owned the same to the examinant, upon his 
application to him in June. 

That at the time the examinant was talking 
with sir Archibald Grant at the Corporation 
house in the city, the examinant asked him if 
the court yard and building over against him 
belonged to the Corpuration; sir Archibald re- 
plied, it did, and was full of goods: but the 
examinant has heard since, that the same he- 
longed to Mrs. Crawley. 


‘By a letter dated the (ith of Sept. 1728, 
from Mr, Robert Mann to Mr. Torriano; viz. 


“ Sir, Sept. ‘11, 1728. 

“T have this afternoon received an invita 
tion to Puntac’s, as last Monday, to dine with 
Mr. Burroughs; pray let me know what ’twas 
for; being signed by Higgs, I doubt ‘twas to 
tell them of the enlargement: and the shares 
must rise of course. I have wrote to Mr. Ro- 
binson, on whem I have always depended, for 
some of them ;. but he has vot thuught fit to ree 
turn me any answer. Pray be free, and let me ~ 
know what is doing, and the price; for I have 
none to speak of. I think I am hardly dealt 
with to hold so many for him and Barroughs, 
and not have been consulted and bought more. 
If this find you at the coffee-huuse, write by 
Jack; if not, pray do by the post. All here 
give love and service. am your affectionate 
father, Rosest Mann.” 


By a letter dated the 12th of September, 
4C 
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1728, from Mr: Torriano to Robert Mann; viz. 


«* Honoured Sir, Randall’s, Sept. 12. 

~ ©] had the favour of your’s as soon as I 

came to rown; but the servant you sent was 
gone, so that I could not write by him. 

«¢ [am greatly concerned, that you have so 


much reason to complain; but upon shewing: 


your letter to Mr. Robinson (which I did with 
sume resentment) he said, it was not bis fault, 
and that he had advised you some time ago to 
bay shares; and that at preseat be knows not 
what to do fur you, the price being so advanced. 
I sold 50 shares myself to-day at 10 guineas a 
share, and I believe [ could sel! 500 shares at 
_the same price. [ do not find a share to be 
bought, but I hope George Robinson will help 
you to some a litule cheaper. If I am capable 
to judge any thing, they will very quickly come 
to 12 or 15. Iam very confidently assured, 
we have the promise of an addition of 200,0002. 
more, which will add greatly to the value. J 
hear sir John Meres is buying in all he can get. 
You know I told you | fancied something was 
a hatching, for I watched them with a jealous 
eye, and so narrowly, that I happily scraped up 
a pretty many shares. I believe you thought 
me too sanguine; but I heartily wish you had 
been the same. If there is any thing now to 
be done, be pleased to command me. For you 
cap never conceive how much satisfaction I 
shall receive, in being capable to approve my- 
self, Sir, your very dutiful and obedient son, 
Joum Torgiano.” 


“ Old Towers is dead. I beg my mother to 
accept our duties, _ Be pleased to present our 
loves and services to the rest of the good com- 
pany.” 

By a Letter dated the 13th of September, 
1728, from Mr. Mann to Mr. Torriano; viz. 


“ Dear Jack, Sept. 13, 1728. 

“TI thank you for your letter, and have this 
day received one from Mr. Robinson, io which 
he tells me, he hath bought 200 shares at 10/. 
10s. which I shall have if I please, or let alone. 
- They are to be taken on Wednesday next. I 
have not returned any answer to him till I see 
you, which I shall desire to do on Sunday next 
at Chelsea, where I intend to be on Saturday 
night; but in the mean time, if you can pick 
me up a hundred or two at a more reasonable 
price, I shall be glad; or if you think worth 
while for me to do any thing at that price, 
pray do, and I'll thank you: But all my fear is, 
those that have bouyht at very low prices, will 
think it worth while to turn out after so great a 
rise. But I'll be guided now by you. Would 
I had been so a menth ago. I hope to he in 
town by four to-morrow. Leave word at lian- 
dall’s, if I send, where you are, unless +01 yo 
to Putney; then F shall see you some itue on 
Sunday, I hope. My service and love tw all, 
with your mother, is from your affectionate 
father, — Ropert Mawn.” 


“* Don’t let any one know of my writing this 
to yuu.” 


Your Committee have examined the sever 
Committee Men intrusted with the menage 
ment of the affairs of the said Corporaton, ani 
their aesistants (except Mr. Whichcot, whe 5 
‘now ont of town, and does not appear to here 
acted since the 16th of Octeher, 1729, and 
very seldom before) and Mr. Squire, who bs 
withdrawn himself from justice. Bat sever 
of them being Members of this House, and 
therr Examinations consisting partly in excess 
for themselves, and partly to accuse each 
other; your Committee did not think proper to 
abridge the same, but have inserted them a& 
large, viz. 


The right honoarable sir Robert Sutton, one 
of the Committee, being examined, said, That 
hehad but little share 19 the management of 
the Corporation, and, when he entered upos 
it, frequently afterwards declared, that he net 
ther woold nor could attend the execution of 
the ordinary business of the Corporation; 
that when they first entered imto business, 
aesistants were chosen te assist the Con 
mittee in the ordinary busmese; end som 
after a Committee of Aceownts were chosen at 
a general court of bine gentlemen, who were 
most of them merchants, or men bred and 
versed in business and understood accounts ; 
and afterwards a resolution passed, that all the 
Committee should have veiees at the sad 
Committee of Accounts, who always attended 
and did business: that he was ignoraat of sc 
counts, and never sat down at a Coramittee of 
Accounts till the 21st of July 1730, and then 
there were no accountsexamined, and thoe:it 
by that, it was another Committee; bot there 
was not eny other Committee at that tue, 39 
the Examinant believes or remembers; and 
that he was assured by those gentlemen, that 
they did examine the accounts minutely; trat 
two gentlemen of the Cummittee, or asspstants, 
were for a long trne named and appointed w 
attend on stated days at the house in the erty, 
for the execution of the ordinary business of 
the Corporation; but that he, the examinant, 
was never of that number; by which it appear 
ed, that his attendance was not expected : and 
if his name appears to be in the Commitee 
book from the beginning of 1728, ull Jane, 
1729, he was not at the Committee above twe 
or three tines, was part of the time abroad, 
and ili the rest of it, and was excused fer bis 
non-attendance: that he never beard of any 
complaint or information, but took pains to 
have the same rectified ; and were redressed ; 
and he never heard of or suspected the great 
embezzlements, which have been made of the 
Corporation’s effects. 

And the examinant further said, That he 
had a particular part in obtaining the licence 
in 1728, aud spoke to the ministry: that 1t wes 
represented to him by Mr. Burroughs, Mr. 
Oaker, and Mr. Squire, that they had lent the 
money, of which their capital consisted, owt 
upon pledges, and assured him that great de- 
mands were made by borrowers: that their cH 
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pital beiag limited, they could lend no further; 
ead were desirous to have an enlargement : 
chat thereupon the examinant went to lord 
Townushend’s house, and believes sir Robert 
Walpole was there, and represented the same 
ta lord Townshead ; and that he thuught the 
same was useful and reasonable, and made no 
great objection against it, and would consider 
of the quantum; 
200,000/. was added tu their capital, ic would 
be all lent ina reasonable time; and be of 
service tu the public. 
That in June 1728, the examinant was pre- 
pariog te go abroad, and oa the 11th waited on 
is Majesty to take his leave, and the sameday 
had sent his equipage before, intending to fol- 
low in four or five days: but the wiad being 
contrary, he was detained till the third of July, 
aad then embarked; and does not believe, 
that he knew when the said licence was signed, 
or taken out; but believes Burroughs solicited 
the same, and took it out: that before the ex- 
aminant went, be ordered stock to be bought 
for him, as believing, it would improve in 
value: that when he returned home, he found 
Burroughs bad made a great flourish in a 
speech to the general court upon the saine’s 
being obtained ; and did not know the same 
was concealed; and never knew, heard, or 
suspected, that any money or shares were given 
in aoy shape whatever for obtaining the 
same : And he further said, That he applied to 
lord Townshend about the third licence; and 
hearing, that the Attorney General in his re- 
port was doubtful, whether it was expedient 
er adviseable to extend the quantum of the 
joint stock further than it was, when so many 
companies were subsisting in the city of London 
with large transferable stocks : upon this, the 
examinant, sir Archibald Grant, and Mr. Bond, 
waited on the Attorney General, and desired to 
know, if he received any complaint, informa- 
uon, or representation, against the grant of the 
ment, upon which he grounded his 
doubt ; he said he had received none, but was 
the result of his own thoughts : that before the 
licence was dispatched, lord Townshend quit- 
ted his office, and the examinant never applied 
i person to lord Harrington, and do not 
now who siyued the petition to his majesty 
for the said licence, but believes, the same was 
drawn up by the gentlemen of the Committee, 
and presented ; believes Burroughs and Squire 
solicited the same through all the offices ; but 
lay a long time before it was taken out: that 
son came to the examinant, and said, he 
was ordered totake out the said licence, but 
being astranger at the Secretary’s othce, de- 
sited he would write a letter for the delivery 
thereof; and the examinant wrote aletter to 
Mr. Tilson to deliver the same to Therison, 
who would pay the fees: that he does not 
tow any application was made by a general 
Court for the same, and was not concerned ii 
the concealment of it, or knew it was concealed ; 
but believed the obtaining the said licence ge- 
Berally known, | 


and believes, he said if 


And the examinant further said, that when the 
Corporation first began to lend money, and were 
ina good way, the examinant seldom attended. 
It was thought proper at a Committee, that as- 
sistants should be chose to assist the Commit- 
tee; sir John Meres declared his opinion at 
first, thet the choice of them might be delayed 
for some short time, there being no immediate 
occasion for them ; and does not remember, 
he afterwardsopposed their being chosen ; and 
does not kaow it was objected to the issuing of 
notes ; but hasseen by luoking on the minutes, 
that some doubts were made, and is confident 
sir Jobo Meres did not oppose the issuing of 
notes ; and knows of no opposition made by sir 
Jobn Meres against the erecting a bouse in the 
city; or had given the examinant any intime- 
tion about eimbezzlements ; if he had, the exa- 
minant would have been alarmed, and sir Joba 
must have been so likewise, they both being 
largely concerned. 

And the examinant said, he did aot kaow of 
any sums of money, or Charitable Corporation 
shares, given to any persons absolutely, or only 
upon their notes, or of any shares being sold at 
an under price to members of parliament for 
their assistance, or any other person: That the 
examinant remembers, it was either before or 
at the beginning of the Cerporation’s being be- 
fore the parliament, the examinaat ahd . sir 
Archibald Grant were together, either im the 
House of Commons or about it; sir Themas 
Robinson. came to them, and said, he was de- 
sirous to purchase some Corporation shares, 
and believes, he mentioned about 500; and he 
was told, he should address himself to Thom- 
son, or Robinson, who transacted those aGairs. 
Sir Thomas said, he did not know them, and | 
desired them to speak about them: The exa- 
minant did not, but believes sir Archibald un- 
dertook to get some, and believes they were 
procured ; and the examinaant said, he asked no 
favour, but was willing to give the market price ; 
and believes shares were then at 6/. per share; 
and sir Thomas desired the examinant to pay 
1,900/. to Burroughs and Fhomson, whom he 
did not know, in part for the said shares, and 
gave bank notes to the examinant for thet 
sum. That after the examinant had the same, 
Burroughs came to hin about the fifth of April, 
and acquainted the examinant, that he had oc- 
casion for money, and pressed him to let him 
hace 1.000/, The examinant thinks, he paid it 
him the same day, and told Burroughs, 

Thomson and he would come to-morrow, he 
would pay the remainder of the money he had 
received from sir Thomas Robinson, the said 
shares being bought of Thomson and Burroughs ; 
and the next day being the sixth of April, they 
came; and the examinant paid the remainder 
of the notes he had received from sir Thomas 
to them, and cannot pesitively swear, that he 
was by when the remainder of the shares were 
paid for by sir Thomas to sir Archibald Grane, 
but believes, he was ; and does not remember 
any note was delivered by sir Archibald to sir 
Thomas. Rubinson, and does not remember, he 
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ever heard sir Thomas mention any thing about 
privileges: The exuminant said, he was not 
privy to the bargain made, or to the price that 
was to be given, or whether at that time any 
part of the money hails been returned ; he 
knows nothing of it, sir Archibald Grant having 
‘undertook it; but has heard, there were 2 or 
300 privileges amongst the shares sold to sir 
Thomas, and heard by Mr. Lamb, that a note 
was returned back to sir Thomas Robinson. 

And being asked, what the price of Shares 
were at that time; the examinant said, Shares 
were never at a settled price, and but few 
brokers dealt in them; but believes the price 
was 6/, per share. 

Aud being asked, if he knew of any demand 
made by any person for services done the Cor- 


poration; examuinant said, That he heard Mr.: 


Mann mentioned to some of the gentlemen of 
the Committee in tbe committee room; that 
Mr. Hughes has complained to him of being 
neglected for the services done by him for the 
Corporation ; and that he did expect a reward 
for the services he had done. Being asked, 
what services he understood those to be, the 
examinant replied, he understood them to be 
services dune in and out of parliament. That 
the same was received with scorn and indigna- 
tion by the gentlemen present; that this was 
mentioned after the rising of last session of par- 
liament; that he was not present at any con- 
sultation relating to any books, but remembers 
Burrouglis, and some others, speaking about 
books of orders and instructions tu be laid be- 
fore the House; that he was present at a Com- 
mittee the 30th of March, 1731, when Wain- 
wright sent an order of the House of Commons. 
for laying their dividend book, and book of 
orders, before them: That the three books of 
orders and instructions were sent, and knows 
of no debate about them ; but it was taken for 
granted, these were the books called for, and 
the only books, which answered the order of 
the House of Commons. 

The honourable Walter Molesworth, esq. 
one other of the Committee, being examined, 
said, That he did not know of any inismanage- 
ments in the Corporation, until Robinson and 
Thomson were gone: That after the general 
court preceding Thomson’s going off, and lovk- 
ing over a half yearly account, saw Jobn 
Thomson was a considerable debtor to the Cor- 
poration; and asking the meaning of it, Vena- 
bics tuld the examinant, that he supposed many 
of the goods sould at the sales were not fetched 
away, but remained in the warehouse to be put 
up again; and hearing then, that Thomson had 
not accounted for the last sales, which was 
near twelve or fourteen months, the examinant 
took an alarm, and went and acquainted sir 
Robert Sutton witb the same, who would scarce 
believe it; and the next morning early, the 
examinant went into the city ts Thomson, who 
said he was very ill; butthe examinant got him 
down into the cashier and accomptant’s office, 
and then asked hin the meaning why he had 
pot accounted for the last sale; Thomson said, 


he had not accounted for the same under th 

name of redemptions; but owned, it was irre 

gular, and told the examinant, that he wonok 

shew it him when he was well; upon which the 

examinant asked Mr. Venables and Mr. Waw 

wright, who scemed tv acquiesce with Thom- 

son; admitting, that it might pussibly be, as he 

had said ; and the examinant at the same time 

told him, he insisted upon his making oat the 

said account demonstrably against the next 
Committee day ; thatafterwards the examinant 
went again, and sir Robert Sutton with him, 
into Thompson’s room, who had a person with 
him, and staid two hours, and nothing was mene 
tioned, and went away; but the examinant pot 
being easy went back, and had the doors of the 
several rooms opened, and brought Thomsca 
to the Committee, where he repeated what be 
had before said to the examinant; and the 
whole board acquiesced on his promise to C.ear 
up this matter ; but complained he was very il. 
And the exuminant said, it was the first time 
he had a suspicion of any thing, which however 
was suspended in hopes of the account be pro- 
mised ; That the said Thomson went away that 
night, as the examinant. was informed ; at that 
time the yoods were lutted out, in order tua 
sale, which the examinant has heard was tu be 
styled a 30,000/. sale, and was to have been in 
a few days. 

And being asked if an Account was laid be- 
fore the Committee, by which they were to de- 
clare the last dividend, the examinant said, be 
believed there was; and does not remember 
any debate at the Committee about the dir 
dend, but believes there was a discourse (but 
whether at a Committee, or without doors, 
the examinant does not remember) of dividing 
3s. 6d. or 3s. per share, but the dividend was 
declared at 3s. And the examinant further 
said, that he does not know, that Robinson or 
Thomson took in any shares of the Corporation 
for any person in their own names, or in trust 
for them, or that they ever paid in any mouey 
on augmeuted shares ; and does not know ot 
any money or shares given (o any persons for 
obtaining either of the jicences, or of any sums 
of money or shares given to any person, oF 
upon their notes, whilst the Corporation affairs 


‘was before the parliament, orthat any demand 


was nade for services performed by any persoo. 

And the examinant said, That he has takea 
notice of the large sums of money, which were 
in Robinson’s hands, to sir Robere Sutton, sit 
Archibald Grant, Mr. Burroughs and Squire, 
at a Committee, and could not imagine what 
reason could be given for the same, when the 
Corporation were to give him 14. per cent. for 
circulating their netes. The ¢xaminant was an- 
swered by Burroughs and Squire, that it was 
impossible for Robinson to negotiate the same 
without a considerable sum of money always in 
his hands; but hoped it would be but for a short 
time, for in their judgment their notes would be 
taken like the Bank or South-Sea notes at a 
premium. That when the examinant has con- 
tended for having the warehouses inspected, 
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Burroughs and Squire have pleaded against it, 
and sir Archibald Grant used to nod, as assent- 
ing to what they had said; that the examinant 
repeated the same motion of having the ware- 
houses inspected a short time before the gene- 
ral court, which was held in September last, 
and before Thomsou and Robinson went away ; 
giving it for a reason, that the proprietors 
should have that satisfaction ; it was urged by 
Burroughs and Squire, that if any such thing 
was to be put in execution, it would run down 
the stock; and represented, that Robinson 
having so Jarge a share in the capital, -it would 
be cutting the grass under‘our own feet, and be 
of great detriment to Robinson; and the exa- 
minaut also said, that he has often persuaded 
sir Robert Sutton to exert himself, and not to 
be governed by Burroughs and Squire, &c. but 
took little notice; and, when he was at the 
Committee, frequently took the news-papers 
and perused them, neglecting the business for 
which they met. That the examina has often 
gone beyond decency with sir Robert, to en- 
gage him to give more attention to the business 
of the Corporation. 

That when this examinant has made motions 
for the service of the Corporation. he has been 
sometimes supported by Mr. Torriano, and 
sometimes by sir Robert Sutton, who has said, 
Why is not that complied with? for it is right it 
should be so: That Mr. Aislabie seldom at- 
tended, and Mr. Bond but very little in the 
examinant’s time, and Mr. Mann but some- 
times; That the examinant thought a great in- 
dolence reigned among the directors for some 
ume past; Mr. Burroughs acting as chairman 
and secretary for near 12 mouths, had thereby 
@ great opportunity of obstructing or diverting 
any motions if he disliked them. And the exa- 
minant said, he has seen things entered in the 
minutes, which he is satished, were never 
once mentioned in his hearing; and does not 


remember, he ever heard any debate about 


books proper to be Jaid before the House. And 
the exarninant further said, that he never saw 
Jones till the Jast session of parliament, when 
he came to this House, and had a paper in his 
breast, and complained of injustice done him 
by the Corporation; The examinant asked, 
how; Jones said, by their private sales, and de- 
priving him of his 2/, per cent. commission ; 
and said, he would print that paper, which 
would answer the Corporation’s case paragraph 
by paragraph; Upon which the examinant de- 
sired to see it, but Jones would not, but read a 
paragraph out of the same, relating to private 
sales, and does not remember that Jones said, 
he was a cheque on Thomson, or of fictitious 
Pledges; and that if he had read any such 
thing, he should have been alarmed; whereas 

has since laid out above 5,000/. in the 
stock; and does not remember any thing was 
Mentioned about a register. 

And being asked, if he was present at the 
making out the 60,000/. nures, examinant said, 
he did not remember the making of them out; 
That one day he came late to the Corporation- 


~ 


House, when the said notes were cancelling, 
and he heiped to burn them; and bas heard 
that bonds were issued; and wns not at the 
Committee, when they were resvlved upon, 
which as he understood were meant merely to 
be exchanged for due’ notes; and dues not 
know of any dispute bad, at the Comunttee 
about them; and does not know council’s op- 
nion was taken relating to tbe issuing the said 
bonds; and heard that sir Archibald Grant, 
Squire, Burroughs, and sir Robert Sutton, met 
Robinson at the tavern, and give him their 
words of honour, that he sbould have 4,0002, 
bonds to exchange for notes upon his repre- 
sentation that he was discredited, if it wa’ per- 
ceived that the company distrusted him, and 
left him nothing to transact in their affairs. 
This examinaht likewise understood that Ro- 
binson made this a condition of his complying 
with the mortgage of his estate to sir Robert 
Sutton in trust for the company. 

Sir Archibald Grant, baronet, one other of 
the Committee, being examined, said, That he 
was concerned with Thomson in two minerals, 
One in North Britain, and the other in Nor- 
way; and had acquainted the inspectors and 
commissioners of bankruptcy with the saine, 
and knows not of any otber partnership; Was 
also concerned with Robinson in buying York 
stock, who managed the same, and bas ac- 
counted for the same with the examinant; 
That Thomson has frequently bought shares for 
the examinant, and paid for them, which the 
examinant accounted for; and does not re- 
member, that Robinson ever bought any for 
him; and had likewise paid all or more than 
his proportion of the charges expended about 
carrying on the mines: And likewise concerned 
with the said Thomson in a lease from lord 
Lisburne of grounds in Wales, for which 200 
guineas were paid; and the examinant has paid 
his proportion of that and all charges: And in 
a glass work in North Britain; a filth part of 
two fishing bushes ; and has paid 350/. part of 
the expence due from him; and remains un- 
paid 192/.: In another lease of grounds in 
Wales, in which was a copper vein, but paid 
nothing except 10/. or 154. for charges, which 
was laid out in making trial of the saine, and is 
elapsed for not working the same; and has had 
money transactions with Thomsen from the year 
1724; and an account current with him for 
Bils of Exchange remitted to Scotland, and 
from thence to London; and when the same 
was stated in May last, a balance of 437/. 4s. 
6d. } was then due to Thomson; for which the 
examinant gave him a note, of which 56/. 6s. 
is since paid; so that he is now indebted to 
Thomson 380/. or thereabouts: and does not 
recollect to have had any other dealings with 
him, excepting some Bills of Exchange, which 
were paid as due, and did not enter into ac- 
count; and perhaps some inconsiderable loans 
of money, which were soon repaid, and did not 
therefore enter into the account; and alsoa | 
sum of ‘'3,120/. which the examinant raised — 
upon bis shares, and paid to. Thomson in 1728, 
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and the beginniag of 1729, end bad aot credit 
ja his account for it, Thomson alleging in 1730, 
aheo the omission was chajlenged, that be did 
pot give credit for it, because he was ready to 


wepay it when called for; and accordingly did; 


gepay it about November, 1730. And exami- 


pant said, he also had some transactions with | 


Robinson in 1724 in York stock, which Robin- 
gon bought aad sold for him, and accounted for 
the differeace; He also borrowed money of him 
on loans, which were to the value of the money 
eo burrowed, and was pressed by the said Ro- 
binson, that if the examinunt had occasion for 
money, he hoped be would make use of tim; 
and as the examinant paid interest, he thought 
he might be of service to Robinson svith regard 
to his principals, why, as the examinant has 
heard, were considerable persons; and the 
examinant apprehended, that he oever bor- 
rowed any sums of money of Thomson or Ro- 
binson, but what he thought the said Thomson 
or Robinson were able to lend out of their own 
fortunes. And in the years 1725 and 1726, 
gxaminant had two transactions with Thom- 
son, one for 8 or 4,000 York stock bought for 
time, by which examinant lost 8O/. and another 
since that for some few thousands of South Sea, 
bought for time, and not taken in; and by that 
Jost 200/. and does not remember any other. 
Aud the examinant further said, be had an ac- 
count with captain Burroughs, which is ba- 
lanced ; and neverhad but one transaction with 
Mr. Squire, and then lent bim 400/. for which 
Mr. Burroughs gave the examinant credit in 
his account with him; that be never had any 
adventure, but what his own private fortune 
could satisfy, were it never so unsuccessful. 
And the examinant further said, That he 
does not know of any money or shares in any 
shape given to any person for obtaining the 
licences, but only the fees. And when the 
second licerice was applied for, the examinant 
was in Scotland, but came to town, before it 
was granted; but believes, Burroughs solicited 
the same: And the examinant and Burroughs 
were with Mr, George Tilson on that occasion; 
and remembers Mr. Tilson bought shares; but 


cannot be certain, whether the same were 


bought before or after obtaining the same; and 
to the best of his knowlcdge, the said shares 
were not sold six pence cheaper than the 
market price; And further said, hat Mr. Bur- 
roughs solicited the last licence, unul he went 
into Scotland with the examinant; and the 
same was obtained during their absence ; and 
heard, he made an athdavit that the sum of 
$00,00/)/. was lent out, and that they had loans 
amounting to the same ; and it was understood, 
that notwithstanding there was deficiency in 
their payments, yet as the same was obliged to 
be paid in, and notes to a considerable value 
were lent out, they might apply for an augmen- 
tation of their capital; but docs not know, any 
order was made at any general court to apply 
for the same, but apprehended, it was only hy 
the common consent of the Committee; and 
the same, as he heard, was obtained on that 


effidevit: That the examinant, Mr. Bood, aad 
sir Rubert Sutton, were two or three times at 
the Attorney General's, aod Mr. Actorney 
uiede some difiicullty ea extending paper credit, 
sayiog, he thought there was too such of it al- 
ready; and said, an account was laid before 
the Committee weekly by the Cashier and Ac 
comptant, of svhat cash was remaining in the 
Cashier’s and Robinson’s haads; That when 
the last licence was obtained, the examinaat 
was in Scotland, and that the Committee knew 
of the said afidavit made by Burroughs, and 
makes no doubt but all the officers knew the 
same; and believes the othcers were asked by 
several with regard to the loans in their custody; 
end tbe examinant has asked them, and be 
lieves the Committee of Accounts had done the 
same, and does not know of any formal report 
made from the said Commitee of Accousis 
relating to x. 

And he also gaid, that he did act know 
shares had been sold to any person for 51. while 
the Corporation was before the Parliament, bat 
were sold for 6/. 

And being asked, if at their private meetings 
no Cuwputation or list was made of gentlemen's 
pames who could be of service to them; the 
examipant said, a list of the parliament wes 
before them, aud each gentleman wrote oat of 
it such names, as he thought be had most inte- 
rest with, to acquaint them with the affair, but 
does not know any proposal was made to them; 
and it bas been often talked of, that it would be 
necessary and agreeable to engage gentlemea 
who were of figure and fortune, to become pro- 
prietors at the same ume the affair was in Par 
hament, and at other gimes ; and said, that sir 
Thomas Robinson bougit shares at the time 
the afair was before the Parliament; and esa 
minapt was informed by colonel Cupe, that he 
had bought shares by his broker in the alley; 
and Mr. Banks likewise said, he had bought ; 
but does aot know of avy shares being bought 
for time; and never saw an account of shat 
gentlemen’ had bought shares of Thomson and 
Robinson during the said time. 

And the examinant also said, That 2 Bill was 
delivered to the Committee of an account of 
charges expended, during the time of the Cor- 
puration’s being before the Parliament, amount- 
ing to 1,400/. but some part of the solicitor's 
bills was not included, and to the best of the 
examinant’s knowledge the whole was com- 
puted, which did not exceed 2,000/. that be 
was present when the order of the House of 
Commons was brought, for laying their book or 
books of ordess before the House; and the 
bouoks sent were, in the opinion of the several 
gentlemen then present, the same that were 
meant by that order, and does not remewber 
any objections wee made. 

That being asked, if any gentleman had ap- 
plied to him, or any other person, for services 
done in Parliament, or since; the examimant 
said, that Mr. Mann mentioned to the Com- 
mittee, that Mr. Hughes told him he bad takea 
great pains to do the Corporation service, 


= _ —_ — = 


_the aecounts, and frame the books. 
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that he seemed to look sour, and complained | notes as they became due ; and never imagined, 
no notice was taken of him. An answer was | that Robinson had greater sums iu his hands 
returned, tkat it was not m their power to gra- | than 20,0001. at one time before the last session 
tify Mr. Hughes; f they did, # must be out of | of Parliament, and does not remember any 
their own pockets, and not oat of the Compa- | particular order for the inspecting of Fench’s 
my’s money ; and believes at that trme sir Ro- | cash book. And the examinant farther said, 
bert Sutton, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Bond, Mr. | that the two first dividends the examinant did 
Burroughs, and the exammant, were present. | not know in what mamner they were declared ; 
And the exammant said, be had never rea- | but at other times the accomptant used to lag 
gen to suspect, that embezzlements were made {| before them an account, upon the balance 
of the Corporation’s effects, or of any person | whereof, the dividend used to bedeclared ; that 
thae was acquainted with it, bat from the im- | it was the business of the Committee of accoants 
probability of some officers doing so extraordi- | to inspect all books, and to make a report; 
a thing by themselves, there is reason to | but the examinant does not remember any re 
belteve that such embezzlements could not | ports were made from them, excepting one; 
have beer made withoet some person in the | and that the Inst dividend was declared without 
direction’s knowledge, but cacnot charge any | as account being taid before them, as it used to 
one; fur many of them attended constantly, | be; the reason was, that the accomptant had 
viz. most of the assistants, except Mr. Waller | not quite finished the account, and that. there 
and Mr. Whichcote; who attended but seldom; | was a general satisfaction, that there was suf 
and likewise most of the Committee, excepting | ficient to answer the dividend proposed ; that a 
Mr. Atslabie, who came but seldom ; and those | resolution was made, that so much might he 
persons, who were looked upon to have: the | divided; and remembers, that it was mentioned 
chief management of affairs, were Mr. Bur- | at a Committee after the general. court, that a 
roughs, Mr. Squire, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Moody, | large sum of money was remeining in Thorn 
aed Mr. Torriano; and Mr. Burroughs was | son‘s hands on account of sales; and it was at 
leoked upon to be the fittest person to examine | the same time said, that, though it seemed a 
large sum on account of sales was mentioned to 
be in the said Thomson’s hands, yet the goods 
were remaining in the warehouses, and the 
borrowers, having bought the same, had not 
fetched them away; and said, that Thomson’s 
salary was increased in 1730, from 150 to 2008. 
per annum; and being asked, if he knew of 
any co-partnership for buying up shares, the 
examinanct said, he did not know of any, but - 
that Thourson and Robinson had bought num- 
bers of shares, and the examinant has bad 


And be also said, that in the last session of 
Parliament, Jones the auctioneer came to the 
examingnt’s house, and complained to bine of 
she injustice done to the said Jones by the 
Corporation’s private sales; the éxaminant re- 
plied, that he was bue one, and: if be would 
acquaint the Committee, ne doubt but he 
would have justice done him; and told Jones, 
that.it was nis own fault that his accuuns hed 
sot been settled before; and does not remem- 
ber, that he sent for Jones, or thae he ever | shares of Thomson for which he paid him. 
mrentioned any thing about the cheques being} Dewnis Bond, esq. one other of the Commits 
taken off; but said, Jones informed the exa- | tee, heing examined, said, That he was in the 
minrant, that he was applied to be aw evidence | country, when Thomson went away, aud heard 
against the Corporation, and said, that without |. of it by letter the first post after; and about six 
jastice was done hisn, he would appear against |, weeks-after he was gone, as the examinant was 
them ; to which the examinant answered, that | coming up to town, he met a gentleman, who 
if he, Jones, knew any thing to the prejudice of | told him the Corporation was ruined; and the © 
the Corporation, as he was a servant and of-| examinant said, he was informed and did be- | 
ficer, it was his duty to acquaint the Conmnittee | lieve the money had been made use of in Change 
with it; and to the best of the examinant’s | Allev, and did not imagine it could be made use 
knowledge, Mr. Waller was with the examinant | of any other way; that he heard it talked of, 
at the same time; that being asked, if he had | when the Corporatinn was before the Parlia- 
not heard there was an insufiiciency im pledges, | ment last sessions, chere had been great deal 
the examinant said, he had not heard of any'| ings in York stock by some person belonging to’ 
such thing, except that one Clarke had reported | the Corporation; but had not the least suspi- 
an insufficiency, and Thomson was ordered to | cion ofany emhezzlements ; that for three years 

Ive an account thereof, but does not remem- | he did not attend but very little, and was not 

t, how it was complied with; and the said | at one general court during that time; and had 
Clarke, who was the surveyor, was turned out | but little stock; that he never was one of the 
by an order of Committee: and the examinant | committee of accourits, but when he was at the’ 
said, that he was present at a Committee, when | board, always called for a general account to 
it was mentioned, that gentlemen should lonk | be laid before them, and acquainted the gentle- 
out for a fit person to survey the warehouses; | men who were the most acting men of the Com- 
and it was not opposed; and does not remem | mittee, that if he knew they divided 6d. more’ 
ber he ever saw Tench’s cash book with Robin- | than could be, he would leave them’; that he 
son; but has heard it often represented to the | gave Thomson a 500/. note to pay ia upon hrs 
Committee, that it was necessary to have large | shares, which be never did; but there being an 
sums of money in Robinson’s hands, to take up | account for work done for the examinant by 
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Thomson's brother, and said Thomson settled 
the same, and gave the examinant a bond for 
the remainder, which was 286/. and the exa- 
minant believes, that asthe money went through 
Thomson's, Robinson’s, and ‘Tench’s hauls: 
they must know how the same was made use 
of; that the examinant lav at the house in 
Fenchurch Street nbout five weeks, and an 
order was obtained from the general court, 
that no person should lodge in the house but the 
servants, : 

And the examinant said, That he never 
heard of any compliamt against Thomson, 
and did not know it was in his power to make 
away with the Corporation’s effects; or that 
Jones ever informed the examinant of any such 
thing, or about a sorveyor to inspect the value 
of the goods in the warehouses. The exa- 
minant has heard that there were frequent 
‘quarrels between Thomson and ‘Clarke, who 
was the surveyor of the value of the pledges ; 
that some gentlemen said, that as Thomson 
had given security, and as they could not 
agree, Clarke should be discharged, and ano- 
ther got in his room: that the said Clarke 
came into the Corporation a short time after 
they began to do business: that the examinant 
remembers but little of their affairs, and be- 
lieves an agreement was made witb Clarke for 
eleven months, and thought a surveyor was 
necessary ; but believes afterwards an order 
was made for the discharging of the said sur- 
veyor, he being a charge to the Corporation ; 
‘and the committee of accounts was looked 
upon to bea proper cheque upon Thomson: 
that being asked, if he knew that Robinson or 
Thomson took in any of the Corporation 
- shares for apy person in their own names, or 
in trust for them, or that Thomson or Robin- 
son paid in any money on eugmented shares, 
or of any money or shares given to any person 
to forward the obtaining any of the licences, 
the examinant said, lie did nut: that he re- 
members sir Archibald Grant, and sir Robert 
Sutton called on the examinant, and they went 
together to the attorney general's; and the 
conversation that passed there, was relating to 
Mr. Attorney's objections, mentioned in his 
report upon the petition for obtaining the 
third licence ; that, when the same was ob- 
tained, the examinant was out of town; that 
being asked, if he knew, what was become of 
the 2000 shares, set apart for the payment of 
the Corporation’s debts; the examinant said, 
he did not know what. was become of the 
same; that he had 1000/. deposited in his 
hands, and paid it back again, pursuant to an 
order made for that purpose; that he never 


had any shares, but what he paid in upon.. 


And being asked, it he knew any thing about 
a key being taken away from Wainwright, and 
given to Lovell, said, he did not, but has 
heard the same was taken away. ~— 

William Aislabie, esq. one other of the Com- 
mittee, being examined, said, That he was 
chosen into the direction in 1729, and be- 
‘@RMe @ proprietor at the intercession of Ro- 
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binson; and that be seldom attended; and in 
the year 1730, the exammant desired, he 
might not be chosen in again, but was, and 
knows nothing of the Corporation’s affairs, or 
of the embezzlements which have been made; 
that, when the Co tion was before the 
parliament last session, the examinant at- 
tended at two or three meetings, to settle the 
briefs for council, and when the affair was 
over in parliament, the examinant attended no 
more, as not liking the reports spread of 
Thomson’s trading,.and complained thereof to 
sir Archibald Grant, and told him, he thought 
it was proper the warehouses should be in- 
spected; sir Archibald said, that Thomson 
was going to quit the same, and thea he would 
give an account of every tbing; at the same 
time said he believed hin to be an honest man, 
Robert Mann, esq. one other of the Com- 
mittee, being examined, said, he was chosen 
of the Committee in December, 1726, and ap- 
peared amongst them the frst time, on the 4th 
of January following : that he knew bat btue 
of the Corporation affairs, and not of any em- 
bezzlements that had been made; but was 
ersuaded by Robinson, to buy shares, aod 
ome a proprietor, and to lend money on 
shares, from time totime: that there are in 
the names of the following persons, 4125 
shares, viz, 815 shares in the name of Mr. 
Pepys, 40 in the name of Dr. Whitacre of 
Maidstone, 3270 in the examinant’s own 
name; 1000 of the said shares remain as 
pledged by Robinson, and 3125 are the exa- 
minant’s own, besides 1700 privileges, and 
paid for by him: That then the examinant 
produced to the Comittee an account current 
between George Robinson and the examinant 
which upon settling oll papers were cap- 
celled, and releases given to each other, 
and the balance due to examinant amounts to 
13,7491. 10s. 3d. That after the said account 
was balanced, the examinant lent Robinson 
30001. which makes the total 16,749/. 10s. 3d. 
and refers himself to the said account: that 
in August, September, and October, 1730, the 
examinant bought 43,000/. York stock, at 
about 32. That in the same October, when 
he came to town, he sold 40,000/. thereoi, to 
Squire, and was paid in Charitable Corporation 
shares; that Robinson set the price between 
them ; that the prices of the shares was 8/. 19s. 
and the price of the stock was $24. That 
Burroughs said, he had saddled them with the 
York stock: that the examinant complained 
to Robinson of the price of the shares; Ro- 
binson told him, he would tnke them at the 
same price, provided he would give him tme, 
which he did, and took his note for the same. 
And being asked, whether he was con- 
cerned in obtaining the Second Licence m 
1728, the examinant said, he was not, but 
heard that Mr, Burroughs solicited the same, 
and said, that he complained of Robinson to 
Mr. Torriano, by way of letter, of not knowing 
uf the license being granted, and produced a 
letter from Mr, Torriano, which was read; 
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and when the examinant came to town, he 
purcbased 70 shares, and belteves the same 
were bought of Mr. Torriano at 10/. 10s. and 
the said licence was kept a secret from him ; 
and meeting with Squire at the coffee house, 
complained of the same being kept a secret ; 
Squire damn’d him, and said, if we had let you 
know of it, you would have bought too many: 
that he had heard, that Burroughs solicited the 
Jast licence, but does not know of any money 
or shares given, or steps taken, for obtaining 
either of the said licences, or ever heard of 
apy debates abeut inspecting the warehouses. 

And the examinant said, that he was laid up 
with the gout great part of the: time the Cor- 
poration was before the parliament, and does 
not know er ever heard, any money-or shares 


were given to any person, whilst the same was. 


depending, or afterwards ; or was ever a trustee 
for any person for shares, directly or indi- 
rectly. And being asked, if any hints had 
been given him by avy person of any rewards 
to be given for services done for the Corpora- 
tion, the examinant sail, that one person had 
made broad signs to him; being asked, who, 
he said, Mr. Hughes: that be, Mr. Hughes, 
told him (at the said Mr. Hughes's house) that 
he had take a great deal of pains for the Cha- 


ritable Corporation, and that he thought he. 


was slighted and ill used; for that there was a 
book. wrote in defence of the Corporation ; 


and he wished it might he printed, That the 


examinant did mention the same to some of 
the Committee in the Committee room, and 
the examinant believes, it was left to Robinson 
to do as he pleased ; but does not know, whe- 
ther any thing, or what savas done, and does 
not remember, rf the same happened at the 
latter end of the session, or, alter the parlia- 
ment was risen; and believes, he might tell 
Mr. Hughes, he would do what he could for 
him ; and being asked, whether. by reward he 
uaderstood money, he replied, what could he 
think else? being further asked, whether ser- 
vice in parliament was mentioned, or not, he 
said, no. : 

And the examinant further said, that he for- 
merly lent Thomson money upon shares, and is 
now indebted tu the examinant 2,000/.'on bond, 
for which he has a collateral security, a bond 
for 2,00Q/. of Mess, Blackwood and Cathcart, 
payable at Christmas next. 

And being asked, how Robinson could pay in 
on privileges that were in 80 many people’s 
names, the examinant said, that he could not 
account for other people; but what privi'eges 
Robinson paid in upon, as far ns related to this 
examinant, were on shares which had been 

ledged to him, and was intities! to such privi- 
eges; that, about the latter end of last sum- 
mer, the examinant remembers, that it was 
mentioned, as a thing proper, that the ware- 
houses should be inspected, which was promised 
to be done; and about five or six weeks be- 
fore Thomson went away, he went to the house 
in Lawrence Pountney Hill, where he found sir 
Robert Sutton, sir Archibald Grant, and others; 


Vor. VII, 
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and asking, what they were doing, one of the 
gentlemen shewed him a paper of accounts, in 
which was the balance of cash then in Robin- 
son’s hands; and the examinant said, he was 
sorry to see it; but said, he had something to 
offer of a great concern, which was the inspect- — 
ing of the warehouses. Then sir Robert Sutton 


‘asked the examinant, what he thought of 


Robinson’s circumstances; said, he hoped they 
were good, or he would not have trusted him, 
as he had done; sir Rubert Sutton replied, you 
ought to know them as well, or better than any 
man; and the examinant asked him the reason . 
why; sir Robert answered, because you are — 
one of his securities, here; the examinant said, 
if he was, he did not knpw it; and upon which ° 
the exannoanot went to Robinson, to know if he 
was, or was not, knowing he had been his secu- 
rity somewhere, and proved, it was with Mr. 
Aislabie at Doctors Commons, for Robivson’s 
administration to Oaker’s children; sid, that 
he afterwards went into Randall’s Cuffee-house, 
and stayed some small time, when Thomson 
came in, and told the examinant, he had been 
unkind to mention what he did that morsing ag‘ 
the Committee about the warehouses; the ex- 
aminant said he thought he was obliged tu him; 
for if he was that honest man, ashe said he was, 
the examinant had given him ao opportunity to 
acquit himselftothe world; Thomson answered, 
if he did, he would do it once for all; that he 
understood by that, he would resign ; and the 
examinant believes Mr. Torriano first put the 
question into his head, | 

And the examinant furtler said, that, when 
Mr. Robinson first came into England, the ex- 
aminant saw bim several umes, and in company 
with Mr. Aislabie, and others, but could get 
nothing out of him relating to the Corporation, 
but pleaded ignorance, and that he went with 
Thomson to get out what he could of him, but. 
could get nothing. And the examinant asked - 
Robinson, if he had seen Burroughs, or Squire ; 
Robinson said, he had not, and expressed a re- 
sentment against them both. an 

William Burroughs, esq. one other of the 
Committee, being examined, said, ‘That he does 
not know of any embezzlement made of sums 
of money belonging to the Corporation, but 
what he more apprehends to have been com- 


‘mitted by Robinson and Thompson, and cane 


not say for whose benefit the same was applied ; 
and further said, that Robinson and Thompson 
have bought and sold shares for almost all the 
directors, and paid for thems; and said, that 
shares have been bought for the joint account 
of sir Archibald Grant, the examinant, Squire, 
Robinson, and Thomson; and the said Robin- 
son and ‘Thomson have paid in on the examie 
nant’s shares, but cannot recollect that they 
paid in on any others, And the examinant al- 
so said, that tothe best of his knowledge he 
never knew or heard, that any money or 
shares was, or any promise, given, for obtain- 
ing of the licences; that before the obtaining 
of the second licence, the examinant transferred 
several shares, which were bought by him, to 
4D 
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Mr. George Tilson, who paid the market price 
for them, which was six or seven pounds per 
| share, dnd also paid in on the privileges; and 

the said Tilson ae paid 10/. per sbare; and 
it. will sppear by the Corporation's books, 
when the same was transferred. That the ex- 
aminunt was privy to all the charges paid for 
obtaining the second licence, which amounted 
to 300/. and was paid in money; and also 
said, that he never knew or heard of Thomson 
making fictitious certificates, until he went 
away; and apprehends, these misfortunes 
could not have happened to the Corporation, 
bat by the connivance of their principal ser- 
vants, who were Thomson, Robinson, and Mr. 
Tench, their late cashier. And the examinant 
said, he was employed in soliciting the last li- 
cence, and paid some of the fees, and made an 


affidavit of the 300,000. being lent out, which 


affidavit was in the hands of sir Philip York; 
and when the same was obtained, the examinant 
was in Scotland. And being asked, if he knew 
of any money or shares given to any person, 
whilst the Corporation was before the parlia- 
ment last session, the examinant said, he knew 
of none directly, but has heard it said 
such a thing might he necessary or agreea- 
ble; and being asked, who it was that said so, 
* the examinant said, he heard it from more than 
one, and was difficult to recollect their names ; 
that he did not apprehend the baduess of the 
Corporation affairs, but since Thomson and 
Robinson went; and it never came to his 


_ knowledge, that Thomson could draw out the 


Corporation money, as he pleased ; and never 
knew he was concerned or carried on any trade, 
except that of the mines in Scotland, and Nor- 
way; and that Thomson had taken an oath 
before ehe affair was in parliament, that he had 


not traded for 19,000/. during the time he. 


had belonged to the Corporation; but the exa- 
minant knew, he bad brothers in trade, and that 
his father frequently drew bills of exchange 
upon him, and was looked upon to be a great 
banker or goldsmith, and a man of fortune. 
And the examinant also said, he never was pos- 
sessed with a jealousy, that Thomson had the 
command of the Corporation money ; and fur- 
ther said, that there was‘an account of shares 
bought between five gentlemen, viz. sir Archi- 
bald Grant, the examinant, Squire, Robinson, 
and Thomson, which account Robinson was te 
have kept, of which he sometimes had memo- 
‘yandums; that there was also another account 
between four of the before-named gentlemen 
(sir Archibald Grant excluded) in purchasing 
of shares; and that Robinson bas never given 
any account for any part of the same; that a 
memorandum of shares bought was signed by 
four of the yentlemen, and the same were kept 
by Thomson; and the said five gentlemcn 
were concerned in the mines, and used frequent- 
ly to meet once a week at Mr. Leafe’s or at 
Pontac’s to consider of them; that the said 
shares were purchased in hopes of a rise, and 
never had any transactions of consequence 
with Robinson, but in York stock and shares; 


v 


were ac 


and does not remember, that ever Rebinson 
paid in on any privilege shares for the account 
of five, or that any dividends were received ov 
the said privileges; that there was a transat- 
tion of 90,000/. York stéck bought at 12% for 
tinre, wherein No. 5 were concerned, though 
not equally; and could have pledged it for 15 
beford it came due, and could since have sold 
it from 35 to 39; which Robinson has sisce 
sold, and does not recollect that ever any great 
lass bappened to them, bot on thé contrary 
great advantages have accrued by such trer- 
sactions; that each were at liberty to stil 
when they thought proper, and had no share in 
each others profit made, either in sbures, or 
York stock; and said, that one of the occasions 
of their agreement to buy shares was, that Wood 
had got great numbers of shares from sir John 
Meres; and were afraid, he would load the 
market, and that Robinson had all the sbares 
at first in his power; that being asked, who 
attended to solicit the seaond licence, the éa- 
aminant said, that sir Robert Sutton, sir Archr 
bald Grant, Mr. Bond, and the exafninant, at- 
tended; and that the hcence bears date from 
the time of going out of the secretary's of- 
fice, and was dated along time before nr we 
finished; that he went to Hampton Court 
to fetch the said licence, and believes, the 
proprietors were apprised of the intention of 
obtaining the said licence, and all the directors 
ainted with it, and that it was mmpos- 
sible it should be done withdut an order of the 
Committee ; and if there was not, it was ugsa! 
for the directors of Corporktions to get what 
advantages they could for the proprietors, with- 
out acquainting them with ic; that the erafir- 
nant sent a letter to sir John Meres of ;the h- 
cence being obtained, who sent him back m 
answer, that he had an‘expréss from Ham 
Court of the same being obtained, half ah 
before the examinant’s letter came. 

That being asked, if it was never debated or 
talked of at a Committee, to give shares to pro- 
cure an interest, while they were before the 
parliament, the examinant said, that he be- 
heved such a thing in geheral was mentioned 
as agreeable and necessary, but by whos, he 
could not say; and also believes, it was never 
put in execution. 


William Burroughs, esq. being farther exa- 
mined, said, that he does not know of avy 
embezzlements made of sums of money belong- 
ing to the Charitable Corporation by any per 
son oF persons, except by Mr. Higgs the secre- 
tary, and one. Cock formerly a warehouse 
keeper; but the examinant has had money 
from Thomson, and imagined it was his own; 
and has since Thomson went away, imagined, 
that he made fictitious certificates, and pur 
chased defeazances of the real borrowers, and 
has sold the goods and applied the money to 
his own use; and being asked to explain the 
same, he said, suppose a plédge made for 
twelve months, at the expiration whereof 
Thomson might call on the borrower to redeem 
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them, and the person not being capable to re- 
deem the same, might take 100/. more than 
what he pledged them fur, by which means 
Jhomson obtains the defeazance, and sells 
the goods without the knowledge of the Corpo- 
Fation. : 

And farther said, That Thomson and Robin- 
aon had taken in shares for the examinant, and 
the others concerned in the agreement, but 
eannot recollect ; and have bought shares for 
sir Robert Sutton, and most of the committee 
end assistants; and that Robinson aod Thom- 
son have paid in on sach shares purchased for 
No. 4 and 5 ; and does not know of any mo- 
ney or shares given to any person whatsoever 
for obtaining the licences,to the best of his 
knowledge; and believes the books do not 
mention any such thing; but that Thomson 
and Robinson had numbers of shares in their 
power; and does not know, that either of them 
disposed of such shares at a low price, to induce 
any person to assist the Corporation, whilst 
they were before the parliament, or that any 
persona was empowered to make such an offer, 
to the best of his knowledge. 

And the examimaat fi said, That he was 
present at a meeting, and believes the same 
night the order of the [louse of Commons wis 
made for the Corporation to lay their Book of 
Orders before them, when sir Robert Sutton, 
Mr. Bond, sir Archibald Grant, and believes 
some others, and a mixed company, but cannot 
say, whether it wes at the King’s Arms, or at 
the Star and Garter tavern in Pall Majl; and 


does not remember any debate of importance’ 


about what books should be produced, but be- 
hlieves, a doubt arose aboat the books ordered, 
and -not remember the particulars of it, 
‘ and cannot recollect that any books were at 
the tavern; but the examinant said, he thinks 
the next morning at the Corporation house in 
Spring Garden, some words passed about what 
books were proper to be laid before the House; 
* and it was not thought proper to lay the book, 
wherein were entered deeds, leases and con- 
tracts; but took the books of instructions to 
their several officers and servants, and the book 
ef dividends, to he the most proper books; 
and believes, it migtt be said, that one book 
would be very prejudicial, if sent; the same 
not being asked for, it was thought very impro- 

to send it; and the particular reason for 
not sending the said book, it was thought it 
would be prejudicial. 

And the examinant further said, that he does 
not know of any sums of money, or Churitable 
Corporation shares, given to any persons abso- 
ately, or only upon their notes, whilst the Cor- 
poration affairs were depending in the last ses- 
sion of parhament; out the exaounant being 
informed by Thomson, that be had sold 200 
shares of the examinant’s to sir Thomas Robin- 
son, a member of the House of Commons, at a 
market price, upon which the examinant trans- 
ferred them to David Faikney, who transferred 
the same to sir Thomas Robinson ; aud Thom- 


eon told bim, he would receive the money, and 


» 
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actually sent 7 or 800/. of the same to the exa- 


,minant, and was to account for the remainder, - 


who di@ not know what the whole amounted to; 
that afterwards 300 shares more of the exami- 
nant’s were sold to sir Thomas Robinson, 


which were teansferred by the examinant to a 


third person, for which the examinant received 
of sir Robert Sutton 1,900/. after sir Thomas 
was gone to France; and the said shares 


_ were part of the shares belonging to No. 5, and 


that directors of companies seldom transfer - 
their own stocks, but chiefly by a third person ; 
and did not transfer any other shares, or knew 
that any other person had, to members. 

And further said, That sir Archibald Grant 
talking with the examinant about the affairs of 
the Corporation, whilst before the parliament, 
sir Archibald said, Since we think it necessary 
to get gentlemen of furtune and figure to assist 
us, may be, I can dispose of a thousand shares 
amongst some friends ; but the examinant said, 
he betieves the same was not done ; and knows 
not of any money or shares given to any per- 
sons for their assistance in obtaining the li- 


-cences, or for any interest or friendship, whist 


their affairs were depending, or heard any pro- 
posal for giving stock to persons without peyng 
for the same, until they were dis of, or 
stock being seld jto members for time, or of 
shares being sold at an under price, than what 
they would sell for at market. 

And also said, That Mr. George Tilson paid 
the market price for the shares bought by him 
of the examinant, and part of the money was 
paid before they were transferred, and the re~ 
raining part on transferring the same; that he 
believes that sir Robert Sutton spoke to Mr, 
Tilson to become a propreitor ; that it was a: 
good thing, that it was before the obtaining the 
second licence. | 

And being asked, if there was not an uneasi- 
ness amohg the Committee, or were not ap- 
pirenove of the large balance in Robinson's 

ands before he went, examinaot said, they — 
were uneasy about the balance due from Roe 
binson, and called on him to settle with the 
Corporation; and that Robinson made over 
his shares and estate to sir Robert Sutton, ia 
trust as a segurity to answer the said balance, 
and soon after gave a bond and judgment of all 
his effects to sir Archibald Grant, and Mr, 
Molesworth ; and before Thomson went away, 
there was an uneasiness among the Committee 
with respect to their warehouses; and called 
upon the said Thomson to Iny a state of the 
same before them, which he promised but never 
did; and bad no apprehension, that Rohinsoa 
was iudebted to Thomsom 

And the examinant turther said, that in May 
last it was agreed on at a Committee, that new 
notes to the amuunt of 60,000/. should be 
made out, with which it was de igned to take 
up the old nutes at that time dur, or would be 
due in ashort time; and accordingly notes 
were mate out and wade to bear dute before 
the determination of pariiament that no mure 
notes should be issued; aud were sigued by 
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Tench, and not by any other person, and were 
then Idcked up, and afterwards destroyed ; and 
bonds were created, as Leing more acceptable, 
and werc to take up due notes, or as thev 
should become due; and an order was made 
for Robinson to have 4,000/.in bonds for the 
same purpose ; that when pledges have been 
renewed, pew notes have beenstruck, and to 
the best of his knowledge no inquiry was ever 
made about pledges subsisting upun renewals ; 
and, believes, their ruinis in some measure 
Owing to that. 

Aad the examinant said, he was ata meet- 
ing with Jones the auctioneer, who was a 
troublesome man, and said, Jones then com- 

lained of bis being injured by private sales: 
That he seldom attended at the Corporation 
house, but when the Corporation was before 
the parliament, he then complained and insisted 
on what was due from the Corporation, other- 
wise he would publisha paper, which be shewed 
the examinant, and read a paragraph out of 
the same, which was not true; and the exami- 
‘pant told him, he should be satishied, and“ac- 
cordingly gave him a note for 5002. vreat part 
of which was due trom the Corporation to him, 
which he afterwards sued the examinant for: 
The examinant believes, he has the said paper 
by him, and never shewed it to sir Robert 
Sutton or any other of the Committee; and 
was desired by sir Robert Sutton, Mr. Moles- 
worth, and several! others, to make Jones easy, 
and has not been reimburged the said 500/. 
but believes the Committee intended to make 
itgood: That the private sales Jones com- 
plained of was no otherwise, but that the 
owners of goods had the liberty of selling the 
same, and does not remember of the least men- 
tion made in the said paper, that it was in 
Thomson's power (o draw all the cash out of 
the Corporation by fictitious certificates. 

And the examinant also'said, that when the 
before-mentioned notes were ordered to be 
made, he is itive sir Robert Sutton, Mr. 
-Bond, Mr. Molesworth, sir Archibald Grant, 
Mr. Mann, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. Squire, were 
present with the examinant, who made a 
minute for making the said notes on a loose 
paper, which was locked up in the chest with 
ithe said notes; and remembers at the same 
time, that Squire, Jackson, and the examinant, 
were to see the sane performed, and Tench 
was present, who signed the suid notes; and 
believes Mr. Wainwright was backwards and 
forwards, but did not sign them, or any of the 
Committee or Assistants, which aust bave been 
done betore the same could have been issued ; 
and the said notes were dated the day they 
were made, which was priorto the time liauted 
in the bill; and were inade of the same paper 
as the pledge nates, but not numbered or 
taarked, as being of no signification. 

Then a Minute of the Court of Committee, 

- the 8th ot November, 1726, was read ; it was 

ordered, that nut any more should be lent upon 

one pledge thun 2,000/, without application, 
"The examinant said, he believes application 


liad been made for lending a greater sum o 
one pledge, but cannot particularly remembe: 
it; and said, the Committee condescended ts 
whatever Thomson thought proper; That being 
asked, if rent for warehouses bad ever been 
bruught to account, the examinant said, he re- 
membered to have once seen an account ef 
warehouse rent ; but knows of no order made 
for inspecting the warehouses of the said Cor- 
poration in February, 1730; for the books 
were sufficient to shew what they had, pr- 
vided real pledges had been therein; and sad 
he did not know or apprebend any embezzle- 
ments had been made, when the Corporauon 
was before the parliament last session; and 
said, that he had heard of Robinson’s tran: 
acuons in South Sea and India stock, but bad 
no jealonsy of him but from the great balance 
remaining in hishands; and at the same ume 
believed, he had good principals, and was sup- 
ported by men of fortune end figure; and the 
examinaat further said, he remembers it was 
mentioned at a Committee, and believes sr 
Rotert Sutton was then present, that it would 
be of service to the Corporation, if gentlemen 
of both houses and men of substance hed stock; 
and does not know any proposal was made, but 
that every gentleman should speak to bis 
friends to engage them to become proprietos: 
That he also said Mr. Robinson bad informed 
the examinant, that Mr. Hughes, a member of 
the House of Commons, had made a deimand 
of him for services done for the Corporation in 
the last session of parliament, and bad com- 
plained to the said Robinson, that he had been 
ill dealt with, the examinant apprehended he 
meaat by the Corporation; and said, that le 
had some discourse with sir Archibald Grant 
about the same, and believes, it might be mec- 
tioned in the Committee room, when several 
gentlemen were present at such conversation, 
and believes sir Robert Sutton and Mr. Moley 
worth were there, and happened after the par- 
liament was risen, but could not say any grat- 
fication was made; if there was any, it wa! 
done by Robinson, but he does not know tt, 
and believes not any was given, and appre 
hends Robinson mentioned it as a thing proper 
to be done; andthe examinant could not say 
he discouraged it, and cannot remember any 
person made application to support it, but Ko- 
binsun, whoseemed to sinile, when he first men- 
tioned 1t. ; 

And also said, that sir Thomas Robinson 
bought the shares befure mentioned absolutely, 
and at the market price, and was, as he be 
lieves, to bave no consideration 10 any shape, 
if fallen below the price be paid for them. 

Thomas Beake, esq. one of the assistants, 
being examined, said, that he bas been ill a 
considerable while, and did rot know of any 
enbezzlements made before Thomson went 
away; that when he has gone to the house oa 
Lawrence Pountney hill, the Committee hare 
been generally rising, end cannot account for 
the mismanagements which have happened; 
that when he was appeinted an assistant, be 
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apprehended, the same was only nominal, and 
when he has been at the Committee, he ob- 
served the business of the Corporation was 
chiefly managed by Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Squire, 
and sir Archibald Grant, who were the leading 
men; and sir Robert Sutton and Mr. Bond 
were frequently there, and came into their 
measures. 
John Torriauno, esq. one other of the Assis- 
tants, being examined, said, he was drawn in 
to buy shares at a high price, viz. 15/. per 
share, fell afterwards to 6. was then solicit- 
ed to come into the direction; and when 
any thing appeared irregular, or not agree- 
able to the charter, the examinant voted 
against it, and made it his study to think of 
good orders and checks, as well for the directors 
as the officers, to prevent.any mismanagements, 
and which order the examinant often insisted 
should be put in use, and complained of their 
beiug neglected, desired them to be copied for 
the board, and that copies sbould be given the 
‘officers, to whom they related, and when they 
were forgot, or purposely dispensed witb, he 
moved for their revival, and the same were 
often repeated. One of these very often insist- 
ed upon was, that the pledge book and certifi- 
cates of pledges, shewmg where each pledge 
was deposited, should be laid upon the table, 
which not being done, the examinant called 
upon Thomson, and impeached him to the 
committee for not complying therewith; the 
difficulty of doing it was pleaded hurry of busi- 
ness, and a thing almost impracticable, and would 
prevent business, hecause burrowers would not 
have their names known:. these excuses were 
allowed and strengthened by gentlemen at the 
board, Burroughs, sir Archibald Grant, Squire, 
and sometimes sir Robert Sutton: that at the 
Committee of accounts, to which all others were 
appointed, the examinant constantly attended, 
and seldom or never failed to call tor the ac- 
counts of cash as wellas pledge books, which 
accounts of cash were always produced to him, 
when called for, but not otherwise; upon the 
accouot from the ist to the 12th of February, 
1730, proposed, as he had many times before, 
a visitation of the warehouses, and survey of the 
Pledges, which was promised should be done, 
and many days set for so doing, but was pro- 
tracted from time to time, till the city petition- 
ed the Parliament, when the necessary prepa- 
ration for the company's defence gave interrup- 
tion thereto, and was pleaded in excuse of its 
ting neglected: at the same time the exami- 
nant complained against Rubinson’s having so 


arge cash in his hands, and obtained an order 


to be sent him to reduce his balance. This was 
pleaded for nevertheless, though the examinant 
Complained of the unreasonableness of allowing 

Mone per cent. for circulating the notes, if 

© was to do it with the Company’s own 
‘Money. The reasun given in support of this 
Was, that he having engaged with such whe had 
taken the notes from him, to exchange them 
again for money at any time, giving him three, 

Cight or ten days notice, had put buuself thereby 
my i 


* 
. 


in danger of being pressed and overdrawn, 
which might occasion him to put off notes that 
were due, or to break his promise with such 
whose notes he had agreed to exchange; that 
this would baulk the credit of the company, and 
work itsruin. A gradual reduction was engag- 
ed for, and that so much should never be in 
his hands again. The gentlemen who chiefly 
engrossed the management, were sir Archibald 
Grant, Burroughs, and Squire, whu examined 
the booksthemselves, never suffering the exami- 
nant to have access to any books, but during | 
their examinations was-employed in something 
of little or no moment: and because the exami- 
nant had been so busy and active at the first, 
and in some sort the chief instrument in bring- 
ing this matter of inquiry to Parliament, had 
been threatened to be impeached for breakin 
open a lock, and Mr. Groves told the exami- 
nant, that Souire purposely y,ave cut this to 
vilify him, The examinant mentioned it, that 
he might have an opportunity to explain the 
same; and replied, that though he had beena 
director from the 1st of the year 1727, to the 
11th of May, 1731, he had never been a guilty 
one; and said, he opposed the Supersedeas 
of Rolinson’s statute in several general courts 
called by the directors for that parpose, as well 
as for the opening of the books, and this he also 
oppesed: that he had a good opinion of all the 
directors, till he found there had been a great 
embezzlement, and that he still retained the 
same opinion of some; and being asked an in- 
stance of what he principally objected to, the 
examinant said, that he particularly remember- 
ed, the lending of large sums was a point which 
always stuck with him, as being against the 
title of the charter; but that opon the enlarge- 
ment for 200,000/. Burroughs, Squire, sir 
Archibald Grant, and sir Robert Suiton, said, 
it was granted for the encouragement of trade, 
and for lending large sums of money upon mer- 
chandises and manufactures, agreeable to the 
prayer of the petition presented to the king for 
the sume; but they insisted, it was impossible 
two houses could be supported without lending 
large sums. Being asked, what-was said, when 
he moved for the pledye books to be laid he- 
fore them ; the examinant said, he was often 
laughed at by sir Archibald, Burroughs, and ~ 
Squire, who were always there; and being 
asked, if Mr. Bond was there always, he said, 
more seldom for the latter than the former part 
of his time. 
Being asked, how many times he had called 
for the Pledge Books, said, he believed at least 
a hundred times, and always thought sir Ro-— 
bert Sutton was a favourer of Thomson, and 
had oever known him to dissent or come over 
from the opinion of Burroughs, Squire, and sir 
Archibald Grant; declared, he heard in the 
city a report of Thomson’s carrying on a trade, 
and having called bim up to the committee, im- 
peached him to them; he denied the report ; 
sir Archibald before his face said, it was of the 
examinant’s own raising, if he would not tell 
its authors, and that if the examinant did not 
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prove the assertion, he should be made. This 
was tbe occasion that the officers were called to 
give bands for not buying at sales, which was 
generally agreed to. Sir Kobert Suttan readily 
came into it. After the examinant had been 


in a year, he proposed a supervisos; but the 


gentlemen before named, pleading not only 


* Thumson’s ability, but iptegrity, would not 


Gome into it, and opposed it, and pleaded 
increasing the charges; so he never proposed 
it again: 

And said, the great book (meaning the pledge 
ledger) was never brought yp, but when Bur- 
roughs came, whose province it was LO exa- 
maine that; and the stock ledger the examinant 
never saw.}] That as to the dividends, was told, 
sir Robert Sutton was always consulted, which 
were agreed to at a private meeting of some of 
the Committee, before it was mentioned at the 
board, and was never regularly considered there, 
not considered at all, after the second five sbil- 
lings dividend. The rule was to be bere fixed, 
and remained so ull the city putsing them te 


charge, they reduced it to $s. 6d.: that he had 


~- 


no jealousy, when he desired to see the ware- 
houses, that there were none; but believing, 
when the money appearing to ke lent rose to 
400,000/. and upwards, the two bouses could 
scarcely contain the pledges for such a sum, de- 
sired to know, where the other warehouses 


were, concluding there were others; and fur- 


ther said, that upon Mr. Strange’s returning his 
retainer, the Company were alarmed, expect- 
ing the Bank to join the city against them in 
Parliament. Upon this, sir Robert Sutton, sir 
Archibald Grant, and Mr. Bond, went to. the 
Bank, and promised a court of directors then 
Sitting, Never to issue from and after that.day, 
one more note, desiring them upon this conces- 
sien, not to stir against the Company, nor to 
assist the city. Sir Robert promised this, in 
the name of the whole board, and declared, he 
would go beck, and call a court of committee, 
and would come to such a resolution, and would 
send them a copy of such resolution, signed by 
their secretary, to give them the strongest 
assurance possible. This committee was 
called on the 20th of March, 17380, and 
the examinant was present, and joined in the 


resolution of not issuing any more notes, and- 


of sending the Bank a copy, and was desired 
by sir Robert Sutton to be very careful, and 
see every thing locked up relating to the notes, 
and to keep the key, never delivering any notes 
out; which the examinant did. The next 
morning Mr. Burroughs had the other key of 
this box, in which were the keys of the iron 
chest; no attempt was made to get the said 
key from him till the 11th of May. On the 
8th preceding, being Saturday, seeing Squire at 
the cuffee-house, he desired the examinant to 
come thither on Monday morning very early, 
saying, he believed he should have something 
to tell the examinant for the good of the com- 
pany. When Burroughs came into the city, 


. @xaminant went; he desired him to stay till 


Burroughs came; but going home about twelve 
| , 


of the clock, soon after en accident bappeusd 
in his family, and be went owt no more that 
day nor the next, but sent word that afternoon, 
if Burroughs was come, be should be glad to 
see him. Squire seot him ward, the nest 
morning would do; then be came and told the 
examinant, she secret was, that, at a meeting 
the oight before at sir Archibald Grant’s, it had 
been resyived to issue 30,000) notes, either 
antedating them, or issuing them for six months 
only, from the 10th and 11th of May; and that 
Burroughs, who had the other key, was waking 
fur him at the coffge-house. The examimant 
told bim, for several reasons he was against 
this proceeding, and mentioned sir Robert Sut- 
ton’s promise to the Bank, the Minutes on the 
Book (a copy of which was vated to be sent to 
them for their assurance) sir Robert's Deciara- 
tion in the House of Commons, and the Bill, 
which passed that House, restricting the Com- 
pany from issuing either notes or bonds, from 
and efter the 15th of May; all which he 
seemed to think of no force, because the Bank 
did jpterest theinselves, he said, against the 
Company; the Bill did pot pass into a law, 
and therefore no Bul and no restraint: upog 
which the examinant urged the necessity of call- 
ing fur so much money from George Robinson, 
complaining, that it was very great folly aad 
madness, to leave 60 much money in his hands; 
and that if he could not pay off notes, without 
having new ones coined for him, there must be 
a deficiency at last; and observed further, thet 
the Corporation’s notes could aot be struck but 
upon pledges, and asked whether they had now 
an offer for S0,000/. in pledges; he answered, 
Na, bat that these notes being antedated to the 
Bill, might be kept ull they were wanted ; bat 
the examinant answered, shat was an evasion, 
and besides too great a trust for Tench, or to 
he added to Robinson, who had so much al- 
ready, and which he insisted should be called 
out. He left the examinant in much displee- 
sure, saying, he would see what Robinsoa 
could say, aud soon after sent Burroughs, who 
using as much or more importuuity was ap- 
swered in the same manner; he urged 

necessity, the delicate nature of credit, that the 
notes must not be baulked, and thet the delxs 
should not he increased, but those notes only 
ewployed to take up others; which the exam 
nant answered was not the true meaning of 
suing specific notes upon specific pledges. Bor- 
roughs left him, and came to him again some 
time after with Squire, importuning him at first, 
and bullying him afterwards. But upon ob- 
serving, that new notes coined without new 
pledges made, was increasing the debt, without 
having any addition of security, because every 
note ought to be doubly secured by its proper 
pledge, but if they went on so, they would 
render the notes that were out, insecure; and 
that these notes either antedated six months, 
or issued only for six mouths from the 10th and 
11th of May, would become due just before the 
examinunt’s; and that in November aext, they 
would have near 60,000/, to raise, if they wert 


1149] PARL. HISTORY, 5 Geower II. 1734%,-=40 the Charitable Corporation. (1150 


to pay off all notes which bectme then daé: 
This dithculty they thought being removed, they 


_ shuald prevail; offering, that Robison should 


immediately pay off the 5,000/, notes the exa- 


_ Siinant bad, and so truch interest, as Was then 


due; which he refused, looking upon it as a 
edusideration of no weight, and was easy with 
the present condition and seturity of them, 
vided such irregularities did not creep m, 
aod that Robinson’s debt was a good one; 
that the other reasons, which they slighted, 
Were of -force with the exantinant, though he 
inight reasonably be aghinst incrensing the 
notes, when he had so inany; because as he 
might, being in trade, have occasion for money 
re they were due, and be obliged to sell 
them, could not get thein 90 well off, whien they 
were so plenty, as when they were but few: 
they told him, that if be would not part with 
them, then Robinson should give him a note to 
pay a8 many of them, as he wanted, before 
they were due, and that all his notes should be 
paid prior to the others. But as their impor- 
tanity and these promises increaced his jea- 
loasy, he gave them an absolute denial, and 
that he knew as well as they did, that notes re- 
guiarly issued, borrowing thoney at six per 
gent. to lend out at eight or ten, was for the 
advantage of the Company; only it seetsed to 
the examinant then irregular, and a future en- 
quiry #n parliament might arise; and that bow- 
ever beneficial it might be for the company, he 
Would not do it; and immediately upon their 
leaving hits the third time, wrote a letter, and 
sent his key inclosed therein to sir ‘Robert Suat- 
ton; which letter protested against these notes, 
declared his resignation, ahd pointed out the 
@uth in Robinson’s hands; which letter sir Ro- 
bert having acknowledged in the general court, 
they allowed the merit thereof, and that thére- 
by the examinant had saved then a great sum. 
And produced the said letter dated the 11th of 
May, 1751; and said, the common custom was 
to sign notes, when money was wanted for 
ledges, upon the certificates of the said pledges, 
tch notes were signed in a book, and cut 
oat, when to be issued ; and said, this proposal 
to issde notes clandestinely was the first irre- 
gulanty that ever came to his knowledye; and 
opposed the same, deciaring he would appear 
fo niere at any Court of Committee, nor ever 
come amongst them ; but did not immediately 


_ Gisqualify himself any other way, that is by 


transfer of stock, because he thought this decla- 
ration sofiicient, though afterwards he did, by 
which his shares stood reduced to the No. 40, 
winch is below an assistant. The next day 
after sending the letter, he saw Burroughs at 
Randall’s coffee-house, who tcld tim, he had 
been with sir Robert Sutton, and seen his let- 
ter, called it an ill-naturdéd one, thought it ‘re- 
fiected on himself and Squire, and said, it had 
set the Corporation on fire, or in flames. The 
€xaminant said, he was never once with any of 
them afterwards at any Committee; and said, 
that he believed Burrotgts, Squire, and sir 
Archibald Grant, had been concerned im the 
‘1 


frauds; and thet Mr. Groves told hifm, Squire 
had piven out, that the examinaht ought to 
have been hanged thtee years ago, for breaking 
open a lock, and fidng reflections upon him. 
He said, that he knew nothing of the steps 
taken fur obtaining the second ahd third li- 
cerces ; that he knew of no money or sheres 
given away last sessions of parliament for any 
interest ; that’ he remembered ah order of the 
House of Commons brought to the Board fot 
the books, but not that any debates arose upon 
it; that he did not know of any steps taken ta 
engage gentlemen to become proprietors ; and 
was asked about the cupbéard broke open for 
the transfer book; and said, that it was the 


18th of May, 1728, and transfer day, and no | 


holiday; that Wainwright was out of the wag, 
and believed he was out of town, as he has 
been some times before, when wanted, and 
many people attending to transfer or accept 
stock; and asked the meaning of it, and was 
very angry, telling Thomson, he would acquaint 
the Committee of Wainwright, and of all of 
them, for negligent attendances: Whereupon, 
after staying very late, hnving & tranefer to 
make of seventy shares, and being very angry, 
Thomson taking up a poker, or some iron in 
his office, without any order, or any noise or 
difftculty, that he knew of, opened the eup- 
board, took out the book, filled up and wit- 
nessed thé examinant’s transfer, and took the 
transfers of the others who were waiting; and 
the examinant said, Mr. Mann told him, Buar- 
roughs ahd Squire said, he behaved vilely in 
the general court, and raiced up a spirit anoug 
the proprietors; and if be hanged them, they 
would hang him right or wrong; that great en- 
deavours had been used to keep the petition 
out of parhament; And being asked by whom 
sid by the directors and Mr. Blackerby; and 
being further asked,. why he joined him with 
them, said, he believed him to be m their inte- 
rest, and looked on him as a director’s man; 
and said Mr. Higgs was ordered to keep away 
from the Committee, or dispensed with, and 
that Barroughs took the minutes as secre- 
tary, turning sometimes a deaf ear, and enter- 
ing, as he supposes, only what he thought fit, 
and brovght them to Higgs in his pocket: 
That he knew of no application inade by a ge- 
neral court, for applying for the second hence, 
nor was such application talked of; That Bur- 
roughs between the 20th of August and the 
10th of September shewed him the said letter 
of licence on a Sunday, going through Putney 
ina chaise, and desired the examinant, before 
he saw the licence, to put his name to a peti- 
tion to the King for a patent or charter, on 
Tomkin’s patent for making iron. This was 
what he called for, and believes his doing it, 


was the inducement for his shewing the licence; | 


that though Squire had told the examinant near 
two months before he saw the said hcence, 
there would be an enlargeiment, the examinant 
did not beliéve it; and did not believe Bar- 
roughs, when lie said +s done, till he shewed 
it bim, and said he kad it but @ little tine. 
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The horses stood as going to Hampton-court, 
or Richmond, and went that way, the court 
being at one of these places; That being asked, 
if circular letters were wrote about the middle 
of September, and if he saw the hcence before 
those letters, said he had, and before Thom- 
son’s breaking open the cupboard for the trans- 
fers on the 18th of Scitouber 1728. And was 
asked, if he saw the licence before his sending 
the letter to bis father; said, be had. 

That he bought 60 shares at 7/. and 45 
for his sisters at 8/. two days after he bed 
seen the licence, and said the licences were ob- 
tained by the interest of sir Robert Sutton, and 
when he went abroad, left it to the care of Bur- 
roughs, to carry through the offices: and being 
asked, if he knew whether all the money had 
been paid in on “he first licence for 70,000. 
said, he did not‘know if it had or not; or whe- 
ther all was paid in on the second licence ; said 
no; andthat he had not paid in on some of his 
_ own privileges; and delivered a copy of an ac- 
count ofcash given in by Tench, from the first to 
the 12th of February, 1780, which shewed what 
was then paid in on each enlargement. Was 
asked, if he knew of any transactions of Robin- 
son’s or Thomson’s for shares, said, he did not ; 
but farther said, that the Tuesday after Bur- 
roughs had been with him, the examinant bought 
60 shares at 7/. and 45 at 8/. and ten 
- days after, or thereabouts, sold 70 s 
at 10/, 10s. which he transferred the 18th of 
September to Pepys, and received 7351. of him 
on account of Robert Mann, the same day ; 
that, upon complaining of Wainwright's absence, 
said, he would represent them all as negligent, 
Thomson opened the cupboard, others waited, 
and did transfer the same time, and his aunt 
Torriano transferred 25 shares at 10/. which 
had been suld a day or two before, at the 
price of that dav; but that then they were 
snapt at, and be was blamed for selling at 
101. 10s. that he sold Jackson 50 shares at 
that price, and never sold a share but toa di- 
rector or Robinson, and transferred either to 
them or their order; and upon his father’s Jet- 
ter did apply to Robinson to get bim_ shares ; 
acquainted the said Kobinson he wanted some, 
and believes he shewed him the said letter, who 
said, he would serve Mr. Mann, and oblige 
him with some at ten guineas, pretending it was 
a favour. 

That the directors were very angry at his sell- 
ing, and Burroughs said, he should be turned 
out of the direction. 

That the shares rose froin 62. to 7/. and to 
81. was between the 20th of August and the 10th 
of September. Burroughs shewed bim the 


said licence, and talked with Squire (near about — 


two months befure he saw the same) about 
such a thing, but did not believe there was a 
Kicence till he saw it, nor bought any shares be- 
fore he saw it. And Burroughs and Squire 
told him of a further increase in the capital, 
when he was selling out, but the examinant 
doubted the success of such endeavours. from 
the opposition of the city ; and said, he never 


saw or spoke te Robinson on his return, after 
leaving England, but in the general court, when 
be declared, he had a sixth part of the capitel, 
on which the examinant asked, if he ever paid 
for it, or what be ever did pay, but was not 
allowed bim to answer ; and said it was nota 
roper timeand place. That henever spoke to 
juice one word after Robinson and 
went away; should have been ashamed te 
have spoke to bim; because he had, upon 
proposal to issue notes, conceived an ill opinion 
of him, as well as from an evidence against 
him in parliament, though a good opinion of 
him betore : but left the coffee-house he used, 
and said, Squire told him application was made 
to sir Robert Walpole for the licence ; and that 
sir Robert Sutton had a promise, it the Attorney 
General reported favourably, it should be grant- 
ed ; that it stuck with the Attorney a long while. 

Believes Burroughs told him the same, at 
least understood it so from him. And said, 
shares were held by the directorsin other names, 
but does not know them; and between Nid- 
summer 1728, and Midsummer 1730, Rubio- 

_son, sir Robert Suttan, Burroughs, and Squire, 
had a great many shares. 

The examinant said, he had by him a great 
number of the notes, which he was afraid were 
worth but little, and the same, for which Bur- 

_roughs and Squire offered him, the money, if 
he would have yielded to their importunity to 
coin fresh ones. The examinant, upon recol- 
lecting the day when Burroughs shewed him 
the licence, said, he was very sure from crncur- 
rent circumstances, it was on Sunday the ist of 
September, 1728, when the said Burroughs 
was going to Epsom with bis lady, as this exa- 
minant has reason to believe, be having a 
house or lodging there. . 

That the examinant has received a letter 
from Mr. Mann, dated the 11tb of Septemter, 
wherein be mentions his receiving a circular 
letter from Higgs, by order of Burroughs 
to dine with the said Burroughs at Pontac’s 
as Monday the 9tb, which circular letter 
was wrote the 6th or 7th preceding; and 
delivered to the Committee one letter, dated 
the 11th of September, and another the 13th. 

George Jackson, esq. one other of the assist- 
nats, being examined, said, that be was chosen 
an assistant in April, 1726, and was of the 
Committee of Accounts; that he was surprised 
when he heard that Thomson was gone ; and 
never had the least suspicion that the stock oi 
the Corporation was embezzled ; but always 
believed the said Thomson w be an bones 
man, aod thought they were heppy in having 
such a careful man a8 he was yenerally looked 
upon to be; but since this affair has happen-- 

i ed, is persuaded, now it is too late, that 
tuo great a confidence has been reposed in 
their officers, and by having so great ao Opl- 
pion of Thomson. 
| That some time last summer, the examinant 
remembers, that Mr. Molesworth proposed tv 
him to have the warehouses examined, which 
the examinant readily agreed tO; but te 


a —— 
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same was not performed; and having observed, 
that about~400,000/. wag lent out upon pledges, 
and imagining, that the house on Lawrence 
Pountney Hill was not sufficient to hold so 
great quantities of goods, and having never 
seen an account for werehouse rent, the exami- 
want went to Thomson, and asked him about 
the same, who thereupon took down a great 
parcel of keys, and informed the examinant, 
those were belonging to the out warehouses, in 
in which the goods were lodged ; that when at 
the Committee of Accounts, at first the pledge 
book‘ was laid before them, but afterwards 
wholly neglected ; but what books were laid 
before them ‘were examiged ; and particularly 
remembers, the notes, that were paid off, which 
when filed, ‘wete brought to the Committee of 
* accounts, with the note book and cash books ; 
and the saine chequed by three ofthem, And 
saith, Fhat he does not remember the method 
used in issuing money on pledges ; but believes 
the certificates were sent to Tench by Thom- 
son, and notesmade out upon them; but doth 
not remember, that Tench’s casu book with 
Robingon’s was ever chequed. 


The examinant said, That one Clarke was 


chosen surveyor of the warebouse, and remem- 
bers a report was made by the said Clarke of 
goods not being sufficient to answer the money 
lent:; and at the end of 18 weeks the exami- 
nant heard Clarke was discharged upon the in- 


stigation of Thomson, but doth not recollect the’ 


particulars for which he was turned out ; and 
that he was not present at the time when he 
was discharged. 

That the first time the examinant was at 
a Committee, was on the 2ist of April, 1726, 
and on the 138th of May following Mr. Thom- 
80n moved the court, that the key of the ware- 
_ house kept by the accomptant might be left 
with Mr. Lovell for the same purposes; and 
between the said times the examinant had hut 
little knowledge of the Corporation’s affairs, 
being only 29 days. 

That after he came in to be a proprietor, 
there was a select comimttee for examining the 
books of accounts; but in a short time afterwards 
‘an order of committee was made, that all, that 
come to the Committee of Accounts, should 
have voices: That the accomptant, before the 
last dividend was declared, was ordered to 
make out an account from the pledge books, in 
order to declare the same : That being asked 
if the same was examined by the Committee of 
Accounts, the examinant replied, that he did 
not know; but has since heard, that there was 
an error in the same: And before the ac- 
comptant brought it to the general court, the 
Court was up, and the dividend was declared 
Without their seeing the same; Burroughs say- 
ing, In his opinion they were able to divide 3s. 
Per share ; and the examinant was not at that 
general court, 

And the examinant farther said, that about 
the beginning of May last, it was thought con- 
venient at a Committee, by some gentlemen 

Present. to coin 60,000/, new notes, noi- 


Vou, VHT, 


withstanding a large balance of 45,0002. was - 


remaining in Robinson’s hands, who had 1. 


per. cent for circulating their notes, which the - 


examinant frequently spoke of to the Com- 
mittee, but was as often answered by Bure 


roughs and Squire: That sit Robert Sutton, . 


Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Bond, and Mr. Aislabie 
were for reducing the said balance : That two 
books of 30,0002. notes each were coined te 
supply the want of money; and does not re 


member he had any discourse about coining - 


the said notes: An the examinant said, some 
time afterwards he was present with Mr. Moles- 
worth, sir Robert Sutton, sir Archibald Grant, 
Burroughs, Squire, and others, when the said 


notes were cancelled, and helped to burn tacms - 


And doth not remember of any debate at the 


Committee upon coining the said notes,or upon 


pestroying the same; and does not know of: 


any promise made to the Bank shout issuing no - 


more.notes: That he heard a letter was sent 
from Mr. Torriano with a key in it to sir Robert 
saint and that the said key was delivered te 
quire. 
Mr. George Jackson being further examined, 
said, That 60,0001. notes were coined as he be- 


~ 


lieves, between the 10th and 15th of May, and - 


Mr. Wainwright was asked to sign the same, 
but answered, it would be time enough, when 


the same were issued; and at the same time | 


the said notes were ordered to be coined,. it was, 
as he believes, with tbe general consent of all 
the gentlemen present, and believes, the mix 
nutes, which were.on loose papers of that pro- 
ceeding, were locked ap in. the chest with the 


notes, and were wrote by Mr. Burroughs, who: 


frequently acted as secretary, and believes the 
same were not thought to be convenient to be 
entered in the minute book; that the reason, 
which was assigned for coining the said notes, 
was, that old notes, to the amount of 100,0004. 
and more, were then near due; and it was 
thought if Robinson should be pressed for the 
large balance of cash in his hands, it would do 
him a great injury, and be prejudicial to the 


company: And the said Rubinson proposed to — 


pay the dividend provided the Corporatioa 
would assist him with 4,000/. bonds; and be- 
lieves it was the general sense of the gentlemen, 


that the said balance should be taken, as Robins 


son could pay the same. 
That the examinant apprehends this large 

debt was created, when the Corporation was 

under the consideration of parliament, when 


large sums of money were paid into Tench’s . 


hands, and by him paid to Robinson, withous 
being observed by the Committee, who were 
then busy ; and upprehends, it was upon sume 
valuable consideration given to Tench by Ro- 


binson for paying the same, which when the. 
same was known, there was an uneasiness - 


among the gentlemen, that they should pay 14 

per cent, for circulating theic notes, when at 

the same time Robinson had such large sums 

of money of the Corporation in his hands ; 

but it is probable Mr. Burroughs, Squire, and 

sir Arclibald Grant, were not so uneasy, af 
4h 
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believing, by what base since happened, that 
they were concerned with him. 

That being asked, what reason was given for 
eanc: Iling the said 60,000/. sotes, the exami 
mect said, that about a short tome after the 
gaine were coined, it was said, the notes were 
in disreputation, and it was proposed by Mr. 
Warren to issue bonds in the room of them, 
motes not being so well approvect of, as bands 
would ; and believes, the order made for ie- 
qxing bonds was prior to the cancelling 
the notes. 

That he beard, sir Robert Sutton ht or 
sent a key to the Committee the 15h of May 
Iast (which the examinant heard was sent to 
him from Mr. Torriano) and am erder was 
sade for delivering the same to Mr. Squire. 

That he did not know it wae designed to ean- 
eel the said 60,0001. notes, till he went into the 
Committee, and found sir Robert Sutton, sir 
Archibald Grant, Mr. Molesworth, Mr. Bond, 
and others, were cancelling the same, and help- 
ed them; and believes, the same was done by 
the general consent of the Committee. 

Fhat he never had any private meetin 
with Robinson, after he cnme from Fraace, bu 
aaw bim, when at the Committee on Lawrence 
Poenteney Hill, and had no discourse with him. 

That he apprebends the assistants had ndét 
the same power as the Committee, they being 
only appointed by @ general court to assist 
them, when the seven committee men are a 
pointed by the charter. 

. Mr. John Moody, one other of the Assistants, 
being examined, snid, that at Christmas, 1726, 
he was chosen an assistant, and looked upon 
the same as only noninel, and not warranted 
by the charter. 

Fbat he never mistrusted any embezzle- 
aments lind been made of the Corporation’s ef 
fects, till last session of parl:ament ; and about 
July last Mr. Aislabie and the examinant 
snentioned it at a Committee to sir Archibald 
Grant, and heard Mr. Mann ose to have 
_ the warelouses inspected ; and the examinant 


Rikewise mentioned it to Robinson, who said, | righ 


that as Thomson was going to quit, they would 
be searched in course. That he never was at 
wny private meetings with the directors, nor 
‘knows what steps were taken for obtaining the 
two last licences. That he was of the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, which at the first was a se- 
fect Committee, and the books and accounts 
were ordered to be. laid: before them; as also 
em account out of the Pledge Book, which 
Thomson declined; upon which Mr. Wainwright 
€he accomptant, was ordered to make out 
@m account weekly. from it, and lay before 
- them ; and frequent reports were made from 
the said Committee; but when an order was 
made in 1727, for all that came to have voices, 
@e reports: were made, and the several books 
‘ were locked in a buroe, and the key kept by 
Mr. Burroughs; and the cheques were taken 
off, before the examinant was chosen an as- 
ssstant; and does not know, that Thomson and 
Reluvsoo paid io money upon shares for any 
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person, or what became of the 2,000 shares ap- 
propriated for the payment ef the Carpore 
tion's debts, 

That he was once in ceonpany with Robio- 
sen, when be came from abroad, aud asked bin 
i: what manner the Corporation's effects wese 
ewbezaled; Bobineon said, be did not know, 
and went with Thomeon te be informed of the 


same, 
_ Mr. Benjamin Robinson, another of the oe 
stants, being examined, seid, thae whes he 


That be has often voli them their minutes 
were not regularly kept ae in athes 
tions, and proposed she same te be ai 
-which he took notice were not, the same 


taken on loose papers, and often by Ber 
would not send the” 7 


Inapected, 
Committee should bave keys, thet 
visit the same, when they had a mind; 


Burroughs and Squire have opposed the same, 
saying it would be an innovation to alter the 
method they now. used, which they thought 


t. 

That being asked, if, Mr. Torriano heath net 
often moved the same questions, he seid, te 
doth not remember he ever did. And beng 
asked, if he knew in- what manner the licesces 
were obtained, the exassinant said, he did not; 
but remembers that sir Robert Sutton breaght 
the last licence tw the Committee: and it was 
moved by Squire and others, that the thanke of 
the Committeeshonid be returned to sir Robert 
Sutton for obtaining the aame. 

Thac being asked, if he knew of any money 
or shares in any shape given, te any person for 
services done in. parliament, or of any demands 
made for services, the examinant said, be dd 


not. 

That be remembers a debate at the Coma 
mittee about issuing bonds, when it was said, 
they were not justified hy the charter in 90 do- 
ing; but sir Archibald Grant, Mr. Bond, Mr. 
Burroughs and Mr. Squire, said, they might do 
it in exchange of, their notes; aod bee beand 


‘and husmess of the Cor 


 d 
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Mr. Twrner of Grays Jon say, that he weald 
wot fend hrs money on thes notes, without their 
seal was atiixed tu them; and remembers be 
‘was present, when the real was affixed te Londs 
for several theasand psueds; end rearembers 
abey were often making ef notes. 

be has often bees at the Corporation 

befere the vest of the Committee came, 
and esed'to watk nbout the warehouse, and has 
geen ee ee but was-m- 
Sormed a ‘homsoa, that there were goods in 
‘the India warehouses, and slso sm she King’s 


warehouses; and vever had any mistrust bat. 


the seme was trae. 

That in Augest last the examinant went 
abroad into Spain, on or of the English 
‘copper mines ’ bemg governor 
thereof; and while aes at Mastoad end chase 
places, he beard x talked ef, that there were 

rest confusions about the companes in Eng- 
bet wever heard the truth of # antil he 


July dust, wpea the bonds were made, and found 
he Mimotes wrong entered in this laa 
where R mentions enly two of she 
to be 3 he enid he attended twice ia all, 
‘when were sealed, and knows there was 
@ fall Comsmaitice present each time, besides the 
preaprayead raping Hoge seabed pe evi- 
tly axade appear by the casher clerks, 
chat attended the Comanittes: 


That the aveistente were not at the beginning 
at the ion, but chose by 2 subsequent 
_eweral court ; and they looked upon themecives 
to have au power, but by the direction of the 
Gommatee, who approved or not, as they 
ploneed ; ee ee ee 
emtanw to reyect er prevent what was preposed 
by the Committee; and to de Mr. Molesworth 
Justice, he has often moved to have we exami- 
Ration ef the warehoutes, and ef Mr. Thow- 
zen's accounts of sales, but % was never agreed 
to, as this mformaat knoweth of; aud saith, be 
beth beard Mr. Thomson complain to the com- 
mittee ef accounts of Mr. Moleswerth’s teeat- 
jug hie in euch a maneer, that he could not 
®erve the Corporation with such usage, or words 
to thet effect, and that he bad desired Mr. 
Beake ta acquasmt Mr. Molesworth therewith. 

That about Lady Day 1728, when the trade 
ion seemed to ia- 
Crease pretiy much (as this informa.t thea ap- 
preheaded) he to have a consmittee 
of warehouses in the manner of the English 
Copper campany, but it was mot agreed io; 
after this he pail, bes died i aitond the com- 
mittee of accounts fur the space of above 18 


. Months, except twice or thrice, as may be seen 


tame, he cannoc tell. 

t he-never took upon himeelf to direct 
@By Cheng, but submitted to the other goutle- 
men who bad large shares aad property in the 


Corporatioa, he being but a small A 
end sever ought or seid any, since be dcot em. 


? 


by the commitice books, and what gassed in 
ell 


tewed into the company, end wan continoed 
end kept ™m at terarer electiunt, fer to give 
plece aud obfige a danger pruprmetor, when such 
@ one ‘could ‘be brought in, chac might advence 
ohe interest aodlhe ion; and for that 

rpose a wurrast of ettorney hath been long 

t at ehe office en disqeeliy him, Shecaver 
enuther wes found 09 put an bis room; and 
when be was last elected an assistant, X was 
without bis knowledge, being then, and fur four 
er five moathe before, am Spain, and contrary 
to his desire, before he went abroad ; and has 
act acted in er eccepted of the «ffice, since he 
returned, which was the 20th of March muisnt. 

Chcrles Waller, esq. one other of the ascist- 
ants, being examined, suid, that he was chueca 
4m an assistant in December, 1726, end could 


went avay; when on 
the Friday follewiug Mr. Moody came to bim 
to the Fleece Tavern, and intormed him, that 
Thomson was gone of; wherespow Mr. Moody 
and he went te che Pope's Eeud, and seat word 
to the Corporation howse, that be should be 
gled to see some ef the # they should 
come nearthe Exchange; end then be first 
heard, that it was spapected Robinson was hke- 
wise withdrew 


a. 

That being asked, if he knew what was be- 
come of 2,000 shares apprepriated to pay the 
Corperation's delta, the examinant said, be did: 
not; and further said, he did wot know how | 
the second or third lecences were obtained, but 
beard the third was expected, and bad a letter 
sent bien te dine at Pontac’s, when the thitd 
was granted, but that it was then pabliicly 


known. 

being asked, if he was at sir Archibald 
Grant's at any time when Jones the auctioneer 
was there, said, he was with sir Archibald, who 
was dressing himeelf when Jones came ito the 
next room ; and sir Archtbeld Grant went to. 
him, but does net kaew what passed, or recol-. 
lect, that he went into the coum, whilet Jones. 
was there; that sir ‘Archibeld sent a etter to. 
the examinant the neght before to come to hem 
next morning, and hed been with him often 
before, on acceunt of the Opposition then made- 
to the Corporation in parliament. : 

That be kaews not of any money or shares | 
given to any person durtng the Corporation’s 
beimg before paritament, or ever heard that any 
person had made demands tor services done the 
Corporation in parliament, except lately. 

And further said, that te saw Robmneon, 
when be came from France, and asked haa, 
how the mismanagement happened, and the 
meaning of his going away; and that the world 
had @ very inditferent upinion of fam for gong 
away with Thomsen; that Robinson repbed, 
he could give no account of the mismanage- 
@rents: and thar be sent etth EFhomson en 
purpose to get wha: papers he cuuld from bin, 
and to make whut discovert’s be could into the 
embezzlements oi the Cor; -arntion’s ettecrs, 

Thas the fives woe the cxaminant knew of 


> 1159} 


| Robinson’s deficiency to the Corporation; was, 
> the day that Mr. Daniel Pulteney died, or the day 
- after,wheno bemet Mr. Molesworth in the Strand, 
who acquainted him with the Jarge balance of 

. cash remaining in Robinson’s hands, and asked 
him, if he did not kuow the said Robinson was 
indebted to the Corporation, and asked the ex- 
: aminant in relation to what he knew of Robin- 
. sun’s circumstances, and of his being concern- 
.ed with sir Thomas Mackworth in Copper 
‘Works; and. that this examinant afterwards 
»heard measures had been taken by the Corpo- 
-fation to secure Robinson’s deficiency, by lo- 
. binson’s granting a mortgage of 14,000/. as he 
- believed, on his estate to sit Robert Sutton ; 
-and Robinson confessed a judgement to sir 
Archibald Grant: and Mr. Molesworth for 
--30,000/. and Mr. Molesworth then asked this 
. examinant, why he did not come among them. 
That when he first became a proprictor, 
stwelve assistants were chosen tov assist the 
: Committee, as he apprehended, in fixing the 
‘Corporation on a good foundation, under cer- 
» tain regulations, which, as they dicd, or were 
. Otherwise removed, were not filled up with 
- others; and after sach regulations were fixed, 
- he thought the assistants of little moment, and 
-doth not remember he looked one minute se- 
. Ylously over any of the books of accounts of the 
«said Corporation. ; 
Sic Archibald Grant, bart. being further 
»@xamined, suid, that about the time the affair 
of the Charitable Corporation came last ses- 
-81003 before the parliament, sir Robert Sutton 
told the cxaminant, sir Thomas Robinson had 
-@pplied to him to know, how he might pur-. 
, Chase 4 or 500 Charitable Corporation shares 
at e market price, but that he did not expect 
-any favour, and whu. were the proper persuns 
te apply to for them,, he having a mind to be 
a@propretor: Tiat sic Robert Sutton and the 
.eXxaminant recommended him to Thomson and 
Robinson; and soon after the examinant in- 
formed sir Thomas Robinson that Thomson 
could help him to the shares, and part of the 
recet;ts were delivered to him. That upon 
delivering part of the receipts to sir Thomas 
Rotiinson, he, the said sir Thomas, paid the 
-@xauminant 9504. in Bank notes, and money ; 
and likewise gave bima cash nete on Mr. 
Matthew Lamb for 450/. all which he convey- 
ed to Thomson; but 300 of the said shares 
had privileges attending them, which were 
transterred to sir Thomas Robinson unknown 
to him; to which he then objected, saying, he 
was not certain, whether the parliament would 


permit then to compelte their capital, and 


would suffer the privilege shares to be paid in 
on; and that in case the parhament did not, 
3000. part of the said 4502. should be abated, 
and that in the mean time, until It was certain 
that the privileges might be paid in upon, 1507. 
only of the said note should be paid, and the 
remainder be left in the hands of Mr. Lambe, 
to which this examinant, on the bebalf of 
Thomson, agreed. 


Aud the examinant being asked, whose pro- 
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erty those shares were, said, be did not' knoe, 
bar that Mr. Burroeghs bad the-said note, ax 
received 150i. thereuf. 

That when sir Thomas Robinson came froe 
abroad in October lest, he sent to the ex 
minant to desire &is note, it being cer 
tain the said privileges could not then be pai 
in upon; whereapon the exeminaat applied 
Mr. Burroughs. for the eame, who returned « 
without any ditlicuky; and the examimant sex 
it to sir Lhoinas Robinson ; that the note wai 
demanded since Thomeom aad: Robinson ‘wert 
away. 7 
The examinant being asked: what wes tix 
price agreed to be paid for the said 500 shares, 
said, 6/. per share. - : 

Being asked, if he ever had amy correspo- 
dence with Thomsen since bis withdrawing 
bimself, said, he bad received: one letter from 
him, shich he has by him. 

Matthew Lamb, esq. being farther examaed, 
said, that between the 11th and 80th of March, 
1730, and 1731, the examinant adwanced to sr 
Thomas Robinson 2,960/. which he she sad s 
Thomas Robinson, deciared: was to -pay for 
Charitable Corporation shares; and partice- 
larly remembers, that. on: the 0th of the sud 
mooth the said sir: Thomas Robinson bed 
1,900/. part of the said money, which beso 
this examiuant was to pay for Charirable (u- 
poration shares ; and that the eaid sir Thom:! 


‘being going out of England, applied to che ext- 


minant to bold Charitable Corporation: shares 
for him, to which he censented; and tha 
thereupon, the said sir Thames trausferred 40) 
shares, and Mr. Burroughs 100, to the exam 
nant, for the use of sir 1 bomas Reobiusoo. 

- And the examinant further.saitt, chat 60 the 
beginning of April, 1781, sir Themas Robie 
settled his account with bi, and in it allowed 
the note which he, the: said sir Thomes, had 
drawn on him for 4504. chat sir Thonms tod 
the exuminant he was unly to pay 150/, out of 
it immediately, and che other was to be kept 
by him, ull it should be knewn. whether # 
parliament would give leave that the privilege 
shires should be paid in upon: That, on te 
30th of April last, the examioant paid 15. 
part of the suid note, to Mr. Burroughs, aed 
indorsed it on the back of the said note, aod 
took a separate receipt for the same; andss 
those privilege shares were never allowed to be 
paid in upon, he was never applied to forsbe 
remainder. 

That on the 6th of November last, sir Too- 
mas Robinson brought the said note te the 
examinant, and he gave sir Thomas credit 0 
$00/. in his accouut, imstead thereof. 


Your Committee’ cannot cunclade this Be 
port without representing to the Hosse 
great difficulties they have labuured under by . 
the secreting of Books of Accounts, end Pa- 
pers, relating to the Co tion ; and by the 
withdrawing of George Robiason aad Jebs 
Thomson, to whom the Directors intrusted the 


chief part ia the management of the afaire<! 


be ‘ 
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the Corpotition,‘and through whosc hands very 
large suns of money have passed, without any 
cheques being kept upon them; and several 
others whom your Committee have examined, 
_ not having given so fair an account, ‘as they 
have reason to believe tney’ were capable of 
giving, has rendered it impossible tolay a clear 
state of this affair before the House. 

- Your Committee are now proceeding to exa- 
goine.the Allegations of the Petition of the 
Creditors, by notes and bonds, and hope to lay 
the same before the House in a few days. 


- Ordered, That the said Report be taken into 
consideration upon this day sevennight. 


Sir R. Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant ex- 
pelled the House on account of the Charitable 
Corporation.| May 4. Upon the farther hear- 
ing of the above Report, sir Robert Sut- 
ae and sir Archibald Grant were expelled the 

ouse. 


The Commons resolve, “‘ That the Persons who 
have been guilty of fraudulent Practices in the 
Management of the Charitable Corporations 
ought to make a just Satisfuction for the same.] 
May 8.:The House resumed again the consi- 
deration of the said Report, and a motion was 
made to resulve, “ That sir Robert Suttoo and 
sit Archibald Grant, Denuis Bond, esq. (who 
had been expelied, on account of the fraudu- 
lent Sale of lord Derwentwater’s estate,) Wil- 
liam Burroughs, esq. George Jackson, Ben- 
jamin Robinson, William Squire, George Ro- 
-binson, Join Thomson, Richard Wooley, and 
Dhomas Warren, baving been guilty of many 
notorious Breaches of Trust, and many indirect 
and fraudulent Practices in the direction and 
‘Management of the Affairs of the Charitable 
Corporation, and having thereby occasioned 
great losses to many. of his Majesty’s subjects, 
Ought te make a just satisfaction for the same.” 

But some members were for leaving out the 
“Words, * ought to make a just satisfaction for 
* thesame ;’ bereupon 


Mr, Shippen stood up, and spoke as follows: 


-Mr. Speaker ; 

‘The House is extremely obliged to the ho- 
Bourable gentlemen of the Committee, for the 
great soa they have taken, and for the great 
skill they bave shewn, in detecting a dark and 
execrable. scene of villainy: And surely we 
Sught not to entertaia any proposition which 


comes fram them, in consequence of their in-. 


@uiry and of our own proceedings, with jealousy 
and distrust. 

: Ecan therefore by n0 meansagree with those 
gentlemen, who suspect that there is some la- 
tent and disguised meaning in the question be- 
‘fore us, and who are for leaving out the latter 
part of it; because I think no.question was 
‘ever franned with more candour, or coticeived 
ia more clear and istelligible terms than this 
33; and the latter part is so far trom being ex- 


<eptionable or superfluous, that it is the: neces- 


sary, the naturdl-conelasion fromthe premises 
contained in the first part :° For sinee the ‘per. 
sons named have been lately voted guilty of ‘tite 
crimes, with which they stand charged’ m ‘tite 
report of our Cummittee, what is the next step 

we are to take, but to vote sume punishment ? 

and what punishment .s mid ‘with regard te 

the offenders, or so just with'regard to the suf- 

ferers, as restitution ?: 

‘Let us take the whole question together, and 
we shall judge best of the propriety and cobe- 
rence of its several clauses. tk runs thus, vis. 
‘That sir Robert Sation, &c. having been 
‘ guilty of many netorious breaches of Frust, 
‘and marcy indirect and fraudulent practices, 
‘in the direction and management of the Af- 
‘ fatrs of the Charitable Corporation for relief 
‘of industrious poor, by ‘assisting them with 
* smi sums upon pledges at legal interest ; and 
* having thereby occasioned great losses to many 
‘of his Majesty’s subjects, ought to make a 
« just satisfaction for the same.’ 

Now, as I have already said, 110 question was 
ever conceived in more clear inteltigible 
terms than this is; and I antat'a loss to com 
prehend, why gentlemen should dislike any exe 
pressions in it, especially, why the ingenious 
lord, and the worthy personchis second, should 
object to the words, ‘ Just Satisfaction.” For 
certainly they cannot imagine that these words 
will be declared unintelligible in this House, 
where the nature and meaning of justice is sup- 
posed to be perfectly well understood, as it is 
or ought to be the rule and measure of all our 
determinations ; and-they must forgive me, if I 
think no Dutch commentator ever mistook the 
sense of an author more grossly, thav they bave 
mistaken the sense of this question. 

But what is most. remarkable in this debate 
is the impatience some gentlemen express to 
know, whether the advocates for the question 
intend to proceed against the offenders by Im- 
peachment or by Bill; and they seem to deo 
mand-that we should immediately come to a 
resolution. 

W hencecan this impatience arise ? Tf it arises 
from compussion. why were these very gentle- 
men, who now interpose, silent? Why did they 
suffer the objects of. their compassion to be 
unanimously censured, when they bad made 
but an ineothcient defence for themselves, and 
wan'ed the aid of their eloquence? If it arwes 
from curwsity, I think i ought rather to be 
kept mm suspence than gratified, because it.is 
unseasonable and irregular. If 1 arises from 
the tears and apprel: usions of particular per- 
sons; why should others, who are under no 
such anxiety, be obliped to remuve those fears, 
and apprehensions, especially when it 1s im- 
possible for them to know how weil they mey 
be grounded. ° 

Since then no good reason appears to juatify 
this extraordinary demand ; siuce this questiva 
is only declarative of our present disposition to 
do justice, and to give satisfaction to the ine 


jured and distressed proprietors, methinks there 


should be no difficulty in passing it: For we 


shall be as much at liberty, after we have A rye 
3t, as we are before, to choose that me of 
proceeding, which shail be thought moet . 
when we are sufficiently prepared for a de 


eisioa, * tee 

What has been said, concerning the differ- 
ence betwixt _Impeuchmeats and Bilis of At- 
tainder, is foreign to eur present point, aad 
might have been spared in an audieuce, where 
that argument hath been so fully and frequently 
discussed, at the end of almost every adminis- 
tration, ‘ 

We all know, that ments are the 
ancient parliamentary method of bringing pub- 
lic criminals to public justice, and it is the 
method we ought tp pursve on common and 
ordinary occasions, Not but that it 3 liablete 
many difficulties, to the tediousness and per- 
xity of forma, to the caprice of the House of 
ds, hy which means justice hath very ofen 


' been delayed, and sometimes entirely defeated. 


We all know teo, that Buls of Attainder are 
the utinost stretch, and the terrible purt of par- 
liamentary power, which ought sever to be 
exerted, bat in the mest heinous and most flag- 
zant instances, I have always considered them 
assuch: my aversion is ienily known by 
my ounstaat onposition to them ; and I envy 
mo man the glory of having carried Bills of 
Pains and Penalties throuzh this House, by be- 
jng prosecutor, jadge, juryusan, and even evi- 
dence in the same cause. 

But should it happen ie our day, that an 
overgrown unwieldy minister of state should 
tamble from the height of his power, aud fall 
under the censure of this House, for protecting 
fraud, and patronizing corraption: @ minister, 
Sir, who may have made such Bills as are now 
dreaded, the instruments of his personal ven- 
geance, and the support of his cruel adininis- 
tration; perhaps the voice of an iajured and 
oppressed nation, crying aloud for justice, and 
demanding speedy and exemplary punishment, 
snay then prevail over gentlemen's natural in- 
clinations, and force them to comply with what 
they would otherwise decline and disapprove ; 
nor could the criminal himself, with any ap- 
pearance of modesty, or colour of reavoa, Cun- 


plain; for ‘sex talionis’ would at feast be | 


‘ argumeatum ad beminem, and the world 
would eniversally allow, that it would be a 
righteous judement, for ‘ necis artifices arte pe- 
¢ rire sui’ But we shall have a better oppor- 
quaity of aL are ourselves, and delivering 
our sentiments at lange, if the case which I 
here only suppose, should ever come actually 
before us, and undergo a parliamentary exa- 
mination. 

I should apologise for this digression, had not 
the course ef the debate led me into it, and 
made it necessary to say something on these 
heads: but I shall conchade with returming to 
the question, and hambly offering my opinion, 
that we ought to assure the proprietors we will 
assist them iv a future session, though We can- 
motin this, to repair the excessive losses they 
have sustaimed by the freetis aad iniquities of 


| session of parliament ; 


Y. | Bill, for the relief of the S 
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their directors, as fer as lies within the reach 
of this part of the leg: . 

I hope too we shall not only concur with the 
honourable gentlemen of the Commitee 2 
their propositiog, but give them the thanks of 
the House for the honoar and integrity, with 
which they have acquitted tbemeelves in the 
public service. 


After this the motion as above ito a 
Resotution ; Then it was » Tlvat leave 
be given to bring m er pt ali the 
said persons, (exce Himam Sqnire, George 
Robinson, and cred g lacey were ab- 
sconded) from going out of the kingdom for 
one year, and till the end of the + Berg 
and for discovermg 
their estate and effects ; and for preventing the 
transporting er alienating the same. As te 
William Squire, the mewbers, appeiated to 

and bring io the said Ball, were order- 
ed to insert a clause, for obliging him to sur 
render himself at a time and placeto Le mec 
tioned in the Bill ; to give security for his not 
going out of the kingdom for one year for di- 
covering his estate ; and for. preventing the 
transporting or alienating the same. Kt wm 
also ordered, That leave be given to bring ma 


in the Che 

Two Bills were accordingly broaght im, sad 
passed both Houses, bet the Lords struck 
name of George Jucksun and Benjamin Re 
binson out of the Bill. . 


reports from the 


ritable Corporation. 


¥ 


f 

: 

g. 

a 

fi 
Herl 
erer® 


ing, and cold tim, that be had recerved 
from a correspondent of his at Parts, 1 


. 


13] 


aid before the Huuse. Then it was 
a committee to traasiate Signor Belloni’s Letter. 


Signor Belloni’s Letter.] May 38. Toe lord 
Hervey presented the ion of that Letter, 
as follows : 

 Geatlemen ; Rome, Mey 4, 1758. 

“ It ts with great re that I lay bold of 


this eccasien, which now offers, toshew BY 
esteem and my affection fer the Eaglish ania, 


™ 


. tion, have made a great noise ever 
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by contributing to the advantage of many 
private persons in that kingdom, and conse- 
quently to the satisfaction of the parliament, 
aod the pation itself. 

& As the frauds, that have been committed 
in the management of the Charitable Co 
where, 

le here have been sensibly touched with the 
aectites these fradds bave occasioned, and 
have felt the interest the nation had to redress 
them, which could not be effected, but by 
seizing the person and the papers, the books 
and the effects of Mr. Thomson, which the 
parliament had not yet been able te compass. 

“Te this end having recewed aclvice, that 
the seid Thomeoan might cnme to Rome vader 
some borrowed name, the necessary measures 
were taken to put him under an arrest opon 
his arrival there, which have been pat in exe- 
cution : at the same time his papers, letters he 
has received fom laud since his ere 
letters he has writtea to 


fairs have been seized: He himself is at t 

in the castle of St. Angelo, and has by this 

means been put under a sort ef necessity to 

discover the whole mystery of thie affair; which 

be has amply done, by discovering not only the 

a eGects of the Corporation, bat also 
awa. 

‘‘ This being done, I have been ordered to 
‘eommuoicate this important di ry to whom 
and where it may be proper, for the geod aad 
edvantage of the nation; wherefore I dis- 
petched wixbout delay a courier to one of my 
correspondents at Paris, with all the papers re- 
lating ty this affair, that he may find the means 
to have them put into your bands. 

“ But as equity requires, that the proprietors 
ef the Cheritable Corporation, who will reap 
en great an advantage from this discovery, 
should yield to certain Canditions before the 
pepers and writings be delivered to s Lhave 
erdered my correspondent to insist on these 
Geaditions being previously agreed to, and in 

me mena time to look on these papers, as & 
timple depesit in his hands not to be parted 
With tll this be done; and I doubt not, bet 
thie precautien, as well as the conditions, will 
Sppear just aud reasonable te all those who 
Gre interested in thie affair. 


“ Having thus eto my -<eommission, 
there remeins nothing, os bee you will 
he per-ended of my ect for the nation, and 


@f the desire I shail always have to contribute 
© xe advantage. I have the honour to be, &ic, 
: Jouw-Ancazo Bzetzot.” 


Beth Howes resolve, that Sig. Beiloni’s Let- 
Ser tg am insolent Libel.| Fhen several other 
being read, the Commons came to two 
Resolutioua, with which the Lords concurred as 
@: 
-“ Resolved nem. con. bythe Lords spiritual 
and temporal, and Consors in parliament ae 
sembled, that the paper dated at Beme, the 


Met May, 1798, N.S, signed Joba Angelo 


Belloni, isan insolent and audacious libel, ay 
tempting. by falee and insidious insinuations, 
i the parliament aad British naw 


ompassion, te 
amuse the unbappy sufferers of the Charzable 


Corporation, with vain and deceittel hopes of 


said paper is, ia itself, absurd 
tory, conceived, at the beginning, 
im teems,and in the style of power and asthe 
rity, Or as ing from some extraordin 
interest and influence, but concluding ia tke 
and character of a private banker ef 
me; ing, Bpon certain conditions, om 
the bebalf of Joha Thomson to deliver - cer- 
taia books and of the said Thomson, 
the contents, value, and consequence whereof 
are unknown, without aay effer to sovrendes 
the person of the said T re 
nted te have been arrested and detained 
In safe custody, from a sense of the frands com 
mitted by him, and a due regard to justice; 
the conditions, demanded and iasisied upon 
by, and in bebalfof, the said Thomson, ap- 
pearing at the same time to be lacse, evasive, 
and uncertain, tending to procure advantages 
and indemnity to himself and hie accomplices, 
without any intention or prospect of benefit te 
the Corporation: And that this whule waosac- 
tion appears to be a scandalous artifice, calcu- 
lated purely tu delude the uubappy, aad se 
disguise and coneesl the wicked practices of 
the professed enemies to his Majesty's person, 
crown sad dignity. , 
9. *‘ Resolved, That in abbosrence and detem 
tation of this vile attempt, the said mfamous 
Libel be burnt by the hande of the commons 
“Hangman, before the Royal in Lon 
don, upoo Friday next, at one of the clock: 
and that the Sheriffs of Londoa de then attend, 
and cause the same to be burnt there acords 
ingly.” . 
The King’s Speech at the Close of the Session. 
June 1. Te King came to the House of Peed 
and gave the royal assent to the Bills relating 
to the earl of Derwentwater’s estate, and to the 
Charitable Corporation, as also to several other 
public and private Bills, after which his Ma- 
festy mede the following Speech to both 
uses : 7 


relief: That the 
aad : 


isagreeable to you, that I give you an op 
portunity of retiring into the country, by putting 
an end to this session of parliament. . 
‘‘ it is. unnecessary for me.to .re tal 
you the happy strte and situation ef public 
faira, both at home aad abroad. You mast ali 
be sensible of what is repaid seen ead ts 
in the full enjoyment of a general peace. 
peueasrenes ot the States General, m the lee 
treaty of Vienna, has perfected the establish 
ment of the, public trangaibéty, as far as human 


of 
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prudence can foresee or provide; and a faithfal 
observance and execution of the treaties and 
alliances, now subsisting among the several 
alee and powers of Europe, free from ground- 

$ jealousies, and void of all ambitious views, 
will be the most effectual means to continue 
and preserve these blessings to us. 

« Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

“ T return you my thanks for the provisions 

u have made for the defence and security of 

he kingdom, and for carrying on the service of 
the current year. It isa great satisfaction to 
me to see you hace turned your thoughts to- 
wards raising the necessary supplies, by such 
‘methods, as may be the least Sie dies to 
my people: and as this cannot but he received 
in the country as a most grateful and accept- 
able service, I hope it will encourage you to 
rie such measures for the future, as may on 

ll uccasions render the supplies, that shall be 
necessary, as equal and easy as is possible. 

«* My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“Tt being necessary for me to visit my 
German dominions this year, I have deter- 
mined toleave the Queen Regent here during 
‘my absence; and I doubt not but it will be 
your endeavours to make the government as 
easy to her, as [am confident, it will be her 
eare, by a just and pradent administration, to 
deserve your duty and reyard. JI recommend 
ta you allin your several stations, to study and 
consult the preservation of the peace and quiet 
of the kingdom.” Bt. 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majesty’s 
eommand, prorogued the parliament to the 27th 
of July.* It was afterwards fariher prorogued 
to the 16th of January 1733. 
rrr ce 

* «“ The private domestic occurrences of this 
year are so uninteresting, that they are not 
worth mentioning ; but a ferment very dan- 
gerous to the minister was now working in the 
pation. The debates about the revival of the 
salt duty, and some surmises, thet bad taken 
rise from the complaints which the officers of 
the revenue in general made of the collection 
of the duties upon wine and tobacco, two 
el branches of the revenue, impressed the 
public with a notion, that either a general ex- 
cise, or an excise upon those two articles, was 
intended hy the minister. Both he and his 
friends had been taxed in the house and else- 
where, with this intention, but they had rather 
evaded than denied the charge ; nay, some- 
times they seemed to justify it. It is incredi- 
ble what a combustion this surmise raised in 
the nation, even before the minister had openly 
gvowed his intention, which was, by the arts of 
his enemies, rendered so unpopular, that he 
mever had a fair, that is, an unprejudiced op- 

rtunity, of explaining it. It fallswithin the 

rovince of history to put the reader in mind, 
that the first duties of excise in England, were 
isn posed upon beer, ale, cyder, perry, and other 
liquors, made at home, and set to sale, and 
they were given to Charles the 2nd as an equi- 
. “velent fer his giving up the Court of Wards, 
9. 


SIXTH. SESSION. 

7 OF THE 
SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
or 

GREAT BRITAIN: 


The King’s Speech on Opening the Sesswz.{ 
January 16, 1733. The King cawe to the 
House of Peers, and the Commons attending, 
his Mujesty opened the session with the fob 
lowing Speech: _ 


«¢ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“Te is a great satisfaction to me, that the 
present situation of Affairs, both at home snd 
abroad, makes it unnecessary for me to lay be- 
fore you any other reason Or my calling roa 
together at this time; but the ordmary ots- 
patch of the public business, and that I may 
have an opportunity of receiving your advice 
upon such affairs as may occur to you, avd 
shall require the care and consideration of 
parliament. 

‘© Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

‘¢ T will order the proper officers to lay Le 
fore you the Estimates for the service of the 
current year; and I make no doubt but that 
you will, with the seme cheerfulness as J have 
always experienced in you, effectually raise 
such supplies as you shall judge necessary tur 
the honour, safety, and defence of the kingdom; 
and I cannot but recommend it to you, asa 
consideration worthy the Commons of Great 
Britain, that io all your deliberations, as sell 
upon raising the annual supplies, as the distniu 
tion of the public revenues, you pursue such 
measures as will most conduce to the presest 
and future ease of those you represent. 

‘© My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“You must be sensible, that it is very de 
sirable to give all possible dispatch to the pub- 
lic business, and that nothing can give more 
weight and credit to all your resolutions, than 
to avoid unreasonable heats and animosives, 
and not to suffer yourselves to be diverted, by 
any specious pretences, from stedfastly purse 
ing the true interest of your cuuntry: Let ts 


the Purveyances, and other Rights of the Crown 
which rendered it too powerful for the liberty 
of the subject, and had long been eye-sores tv 
the parliament and ple‘ of England. As 
the crown had always before absolutely rejected 
all proposals of a commutation of this kind, 
and asthe king could have no other secorty 
for the perfurmance of the bargain, tut tbe 
faith and honour of parliament, the latter, 
from time to time, piqued itself upon making 
the lnws for collecting the excise so severe, tbat 
in many respects, they seemed to encroach 
upon private property and ‘sara Inberty. 
They, who had been punished by them, thought 
themselses injured, end their nambers were 9 
great, as to render the clamuur against then 
almost universal. 


“Such were the dispositions of the public with 


‘ 
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be your first and principal care; and the peo- 
ple will be sensible of the benefits they shall 
receive from your wisdom and resolution in 
 prefering their ease and the public good to all 
other considerations.” 


The Lords’ Address of Thanks.| The King 
being withdrawn, the marquis of Lothian moved 
an Address of Thanks, ands being seconded by 
lord Lovelace, the same was unanimously agreed 
to as follows: 


'6¢ Most Gracious Sovereign, 

“ We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament assembled, do in all bumulity re- 
turn the Thanks of this House for your Ma- 
jesty’s most gracious Speech from the throne. 

“Tt is owing to the happy success of your 
Majesty’s counsels and negotiations, that your 
Majesty now assembles your parliament for 
no other reasons, but the ordinary dispatch of 
public business; and your Majesty being gra- 
ciously pleased to express such a great satisfac- 
tion in giving us an opportunity of bun:bly of- 
fering our advice to the throne upon such affairs, 
as shall require the care and consideration of 
parliament, we think it incumbent on us, in 
return, to consider that part of our duty to be 
the highest honour and privilege of this House, 
which, as we have always enjoyed, so we beg 
leave to assure your Majesty, we will never 
abuse. 

“© We will use our utmost endeavours to pro- 
ceed in such manner in the speedy execution 
of the great trust reposed in us, that the people 
may be fully sensible, that no uoreasonable 


heats or animosities shall delay or interrupt our. 


deliberations, and that the true interest of our 
country the present and future ease of our fel- 
low-subjects, and the public good of Great Bri- 
tain, shall outweigh all other considerations, 
though covered hy any specious pretences what- 
soever. Upon these foundations, we may be 
eonfident that our resolution will be agreeable 
to your Majesty, by being beneficial to the 
whole nation.” 


The King’s Answer.| This Address was next 
day presented to the King, who returned the 
following Answer: 


“¢ My Lords, 

*‘ Tthank you for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
dress. As the ease of my people and the pub- 
lic good have always been my chief care and 
Concern, the zeal that you shew forthe pro- 


moting of them cannot but be very acceptable 
to me.” 


Debute in the Commons on the Address.] 

he Commons being returned to their House, 
Mr. Speaker reported his Majesty’s Speech to 

th Houses, and the same being rend, 

Mr. Henry Bromley, knight of the shire for 
pe ee ee 


nt el to Excises in general, when the Bri- 
rag atliament met on the 16th of January, 


Vo. VUL Tiadal. 


Cambridge, stood up and took notice, That the 
the present profound tranquillity was entirely 
owing to bis Majesty’s great wisdom and con- 
duct, by which he had surmounted all those 
difficulties, which were thrown in his way by 
the enemies of the nation, and had thereby at 
last established our affairs both at home and 
abroad upon a most firm, and he hoped, a last- 
ing basis: That we owed a great many ac- 
knowledgements of thanks to his Majesty, for 
his prudent and careful management of our af- 
fairs both at home and abroad, and therefore 
he would beg leave to move, that an humble — 
Address be presented to his Majesty, to re- 
turn the Thanks of the House for his most 
gracious Speech from the throne; to express ~ 
the satisfaction of the House at the present 
situation of affairs both at home and abroad ; 
and to assure his Majesty, that the House 
would, with all possible duty to bis Majesty, 
and just regard and concern for those they 
represented, cheerfully and effectually raise 
such supplies as should be necessary for the 
honour, safety, and defence of his Majesty 
and his kingdoms; and that, in all their deli- 
berations upon raising the annual supplies, and 
distribution of the public revenues, they would 
pursue such measures as would most conduce 
to the present and future ease of their fellow. 
subjects; and that, in order to give the neces- 
sary dispatch to the public business, and that 
their proceedings might carry with them that 
weight and credit in the nation, which ought 
always to attend the resolutions of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, they would endea- 
vour to avoid all unreasonable heats and ani- 
mosities, and not suffer themselves to be divert- 
ed by any specious pretences whatsoever, from 
stedfastly pursuing the true interest of their 
country, which should upon all occasions be 
their first and principal care. ; 

This motion was seconded b 3 
- Mr. Knight, member for Sudbury, who like- 
wise spoke in praise of his Majesty’s conduct, 
and added, That he hoped the House would be 
unanimous in agreeing to the Address of 
Thanks, moved for by the honourable member 
who had spoke before him. Hereupon 

Sir John Barnard; member for London, rose 
up and moved for an Amendment to the said 
motion as follows: 

Mr. Speaker, — 

I shall always be ready to make all proper 
acknowledgments of Thanks to his Majesty ; 
but there are some words in the motion made 
hy the honourable gentleman who spoke first, 
which I cannot but take notice of. Ido not 
really know what the honourable gentlernan 
means by saying, ¢ We will endeavour to avoid 
‘all unreasonable heats and animosities, and 
‘not suffer ourselves to be diverted by any 
€ specious pretences whatsoever.’ I hope there 
never were, nor never will be any unreasonable 
heats or animosities in this House, nor any spe- 
cious pretences made use of by any gentleman 
who has the honour to be a member thereof 
at least, I hope, that if any man shall ever be 

4. e 
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vain enough to endeavour to impose upon this 
ouse, by making use of specious pretences for 
cancealing designs which be dare not openly 
avow, that there will always be in this 
ae men of understanding and integrity suf- 
cient to expose any such attempt, and to ren- 
der it vain and ridiculous. But if any geatle- 
man of the House happens oot tu like what is 
said, or what ig moved for by another, cannot 
he appose it, and give his reasons for so doing, 
without being guilty of any unreasonable heat 
Or animosity, or of making use of specious pre- 
tences? I must gay, Sir, that the desiring such 
words to be put into our Address of Thanks to 
his Majesty, to me looks as if the geatleman 
was conscious that there is something to be 
brought before us, in this session of parliament, 
which he faresees will meet with 9 warm oppo- 
sition; and, I hope, if any thing of an extra- 
ordinary nature is to be brought before us, no 
gentleman will be precluded by these words, or 
by any words that can be put into our Address, 
from giving his sentiments freely upun any 
question that may occur. If any thing should 
happen to be proposed in this House, which 
evidently appears to be inconsistent with the 
liberties of the trade of this nation, I hope the 
indignation of every man that thinks so, will 
rise against such a proposition, and that he will 
oppose it with that honest warmth, as becomes 
every map who has the bappiness of bis country 
Yeally at heart: Such a warmth is no unrea- 
apnable heat; it does not proceed from ani- 
Mosity, but from that bonest zeal, which every 
man in this House ought to have for the con- 
stitution of his country, and for the liberties and 
pepe of the people he represents.—But 
efore I say any thing more upon this subject, 
T must take notice of a preceding’ part of the 
motion made by the honourable gentleman : 
He proposes for us to say, ‘ That we will raise 
€ the supplies in such manner as will most con- 
‘duce to the present and future ease of the 
‘subject.’ Now, there seems to be a great 
jealousy without doors, as if something were 
intended to be done in this session of parlia 
ment, that may be destructive to our liberties, 
and detrimental to our trade: From whence 
this jealousy hath arisen, I do not knows but it 
Is certain that there is such a jealousy among 
all sorts of people, and in all corners of the na- 
tion; and therefore we ought to take the first 
Opportunity to quiet the minds of the people, 
and to assure them that they may depend upon 
the honour and integrity of the members of this 
House; and that we never will cunsent to any 
thing that may have the least appearance of he- 
ing destructive to their liberties, or dc trimental 
to their trade ; for which reason I must move (or 
an Amendment, and that these wards, “ And 
such as shall be cunsistent with the trade, in- 
_ terest, and hberty of the nation,” may be added 
to what the honourable gentleman has already 
proposed, 
Sir John Barnard was backed by 
Mr. Sandys, member for Worcester, whe de- 
clared, That he saw no manuer of occasiva for 
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inserting, ‘ That they should endeavour to evo 
‘all unreasonable leas and sDimosities, as 
‘ suffer themselves to be diverted by any spe- 
‘ cious pretences ;’ for that it was never to be 
presumed with regard to the Hause of Commeas 
that they should fall into any unreasonable 
heats and animosities, or suffer themselses to 
be diverted by specivus pretences from sted- 
fastly pursuing the true interest of their country; 
that such a reflection was derogatory to the 
honour of the House in general, and of that 
House in particular, who deserved it, in bis 
opinion, as little as any House ever did ; nay, it 
was somewhat strange that this Huuse, after 
having sat so quietly for so many sessions, and 
granted so many considerabe supplies, shouid 
at length so officiously be put m mind of their 
duty, and desired to avoid unreasonable heats 
and animosities ; and as for the other vert of 
the motion, taken notice of by sir John Bar- 
nard, it was his opinion the amendment pro- 
posed was not only very proper, but also be- 
came absvulutely necessary at that juncture. 
Then, 


Mr. Shippen tooved for a farther Amead- 
ment as follows : 


Mr. Speaker, 

I have always been against long addresses ; I 
am ready enough to agree to an address of 
thanks to his Majesty for his most gracioss 
speech from the throne ; but such address ought 
to be in the most concise terms, and the mos 
general words: this was the ancient usage of 
parhament, and I find but few of our old cus- 
toms that are altered for the better: however 
if we must go on with the custem of makig 
long-winded addresses, I think we ought to 
take some notice of the spirit that is at preseat 
among the people. It is very eertain, that there 
are great fears, jealousies, and suspicions with- 
out doors, that something is to be attempted m 
this session of parliament, which is generally 
thought to be destructive to the liberties and 
to the trade of this nation. There is at present 
a most remarkable and general spirit among 
the people, for protecting and defending thet 
liberties and their trade, ia opposition to those 
attempts which they expect are to he made 
against both: from all quarters we hear o 
meetings and resolutions for that purpose; and 
this spirits so general, that it cannot be et 
cribed to any one set of men: they cannot be 
branded with the name of Jacobites or of Repub- 
licans, nor can it be said that this opposition 
istmade only by Jacobites and Republicaos; 
no, the whole people of England seem to be 
united in this spirit of jealousy and opposinoa. 
Whether there be any reason or ground for ex- 
erting such a spirit at present, 1 do not know; 
but l am sure it ought not to be eutirely neg- 
lected. It is well known that L am ow friend 
to popular remonstrances; a man that is a [a 
vourer of monarchy cannot well approse of 
such measures; but such remonstrances ae 
not to be contemned : a thorough covtempt of 
them may produce the most terrible effect 
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I lodk oh it ds & most certaiti maxim, that 
the isp be never would $0 generally ial ban 
unless they found themselves some way hart ; 
and then they have aright to coniplain, and it 
is ouf duty to take notice of their complaints ; 
But at the same time we oaght to havé a regard 
to the honour and dignity of parliament ; for 
which reason I shall beg leave to add to the 
aittendmént proposed, and thove that these 
words, * And such as shall be consistent with 
tie honour and justice of Parliament,” may be 
added to what has been before proposed.’ 

The addition of these words being approved 
df by sir John Barnard and Mr, Sandys, 


Sir Robert Walpole stood up next, and spoke 
ae follows : | 


Mr. Speaker, 

I now rise up, Sir, to do what i¢ not usual 
for me to do; itis td second a motion made 
By my worthy friend who spoke last. I was 
really of opinion, that bis Majesty’s speech was 
in such terms, that no exception could have been 
taken to any one word of it; and the motion for 
an address of thanks was so short and so agree- 
able to his Majesty’s speech, that I could not 
ivtisgine any such objection could have been 
made, as has been made to some of the words 
thereof. His Majesty in his speech recommends 
the avoiding of unreasonable heats and animo- 
sities, aad in answer to that part of bis Majes- 
ty’s speech, the honourable gentleman, who 
moved for the address, proposed that we sbould 
amy, that we would avoid all unreasonable heats 
and animosities: In my opinion, there cannot 
be a more pruper return to that part of the 
speech : and as his Majesty only desires that 
we would avoid all unreasonable heats and ani- 
mosities, he surely did not thereby intend to 

reclude any man from offering his sentiments 

eely on whatever may be proposed. If any 
tHing be proposed that is inconsistent with the 
public good, no opposition thereto can be callest 
am ouréasonable heat or animosity ; nor Is 
such an opposition any way comprehended in 
the words made use of by his Majesty, in his 
most gracious speech from the throne. 

As for the Amendment proposed in the 
other part of the motion, it really seems to me 
to be liable to the same objection, that has 
been made to the words [ have just now taken 

—ftotice of, It isnot to be presuined that we 
~—owill do any thing that is incousistent with the 
honour and justice of parliament, if any such 
thing should be proposed, it would, without 
_ doubt, be rejected withscorn. And as for the 
trade of the nation, [ do not know what the 
gentlemen mean thereby ; but as to what [ 
mean by the trade of t-e nation, and in so far 
as [ uuders:and it, F hope nothing will ever be 
brought into this House that is or can be detri- 
mental tieret.; if there should, it would most 
certainly be rejected. IT aim sure, Sir, that I 
Kuow of no such design, I know of nothing that 
is te be brought in, that can any way injure 
the trade of the nation ; but if avy thing can be 
proposed for the improvement thereof, F shall 
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very readily agree to it, dnd #0, I liope, will 
every gentleman in this House. 

I agree with thé honourable gentleman whd 
spoke last, that the complaints of the people 
are not to be neglected, when they are sincere 
and true ; I hope they will always be regarded 
by every: gentleman in this House: if the peo- 
ple are hampered in their trade, or in afiy other 
way hart, they must feel it, and they will 
feel it before they begin to complain: m 
such case it is the duty of this House, not 
only to hear their complaints, bat to find 
out a remedy, if possible: but the people 
may be taught to complain, they may be 
made to feel imaginary ills, dnd by such prac- 
tices they dre often induced to make complaints 
before they feel any uneasiness. However, let 
the people’s complaints be real or imaginary, 
let them be well or ill founded, it does not sig- 
nify to the present question: ifthe gentlemen 
think it necessary to add the words they have 
proposed, the adding or not adding of them is 
tome a matter of absolute indidierence, they 
may do whatever they think proper. 


Mr. Walter Plumer hereupon replied, That 
he did not know whether or no the peoplé. 
might be taught to complain when they felt no 
hurt; but was well assured, that if by any 
means they were taught not to complain, they 
would at last came to feel the hurt severely, 
when perhaps their complaints would avail no- 
thing, but rather expose them to the contempt 
of those who bad done them the greatest inju- 
ries. 


Sir John Barnurd stood: up agsin, and spobe 


as follows: 


Mr. Speaker, - 

If the honourable gentleman on the ffoor, 
(sir Rober Walpole) thinks that our trade cane 
not be hurt by what the people seem to be 
afraid’ of, [am sure he must think that he un- 
derstands trade better than all the traders in 
England; and if that is his nowon, I do not 
really understand what trade he means, but he 
must mean, by the trade of the nation, some- 
thing different from what is thereby meant by 
all those that are concerned therein. T thought 
I had given a sufficienc reason for adding the 
words I proposed; but since it has been insi- 
nuated, that they are liable to the same objec- 
tion as the words first taken notice of by me, I- 
must explain myself a little farther. It is cere 
tainly to be presumed, that this House will 
never agree to any thing that is destructive to 
the liberties, or detrimental to the trade of the 
nation: Iain sure, if ever we do, we shall do 
what is Inconsistent with the honour and justice 
of parhament. This is certainly not to be pre- 
sumed; yet we find there is a spirit of jealousy 
gone forth; there are very general apprehen- 
sions that soine such thing 1s intended; and 
for this reason, | moved for the amendment ; 
but there are no jealousies, no fears of our fall- 
ing into unreasonable heats and animosities ; 


his Majesty, hope, never had any such jea- 
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lousy, and I am sure the body of the people 
apprehend no such misfortune; and tneretore 
there is no reason for having any such words in 
our Adidress. . 

The question was then put, and the Amend- 
ment proposed was agrecd to without any di- 
vision. Phen 


Sir Thomus Aston, member for Liverpool, 
stood up, and made a farther objection to Mr. 
Bromley’s motion as tollows : 


Mr. Speaker, 

I cannot in any Address, to be presented to 
his Majesty, approve of saying what I do not 
believe to be true. It is propused, that we 
should congratulate his Majesty upon the situ- 
ation of our affairs both abroad and at home, 
This I canno: by any means agree to, because 
i do not really think that our affairs are in the 
best situation either abroad or at home. Are 
not our neighbours the French stull going on in 
fortifying and restoring the harbour of Dun- 
kirk, under our very nose, and contrary to the 
faith of the most solemn treaties? We cannot 
now say that the French are our good allies; 
and by their behaviour in this particular, we 
may see that we cannot much depend upon the 
faith of any of the treaties now subsisting be- 
tween us and them: even this very affair we 
may, perhaps, in a little time hear made use of, 
as an argument for our keeping up a numerous 
standing ariny in time of peace; and can we 
express a satisfaction at the present situation 
of our affairs, as long as there is any argument 
left for keeping up a numerous standing army 
in time of peace, which has always been thought 
so inconsistent with the constitution and liber- 
ties of our country? 

Have our merchants as yet met with any re- 
dress for those depredations committed upon 
them by the Spaniards? Is not that aifair still 
delayed and put off, notwithstanding the most 
explicit engagements entered into by the fa- 
mous treaty of Seville? That treaty which we 
have heard so much applauded, and by which 
we entered into enyavements of the greatest 
consequence ; on eur part it has been most 
punctually performed, and yet our plundered 
countrymen, our merchants, ‘are still waiting 
for that reparation, which in justice is due to 
them, which by the most solemn engagements 
has been stipulated for them, and which was, I 
may say, the only stipulation in our favour 
contained in that treaty. Shali we then say, 
that we are satisfied with the present situation 
of our «ffaiis, while the cries and complaints of 
our injured and uuredressed countrymen are 
daily mecting us in every corner of the streets? 

Again, as to our home affairs, is not our trade 
daily decaying? even our staple manufacture is 
almost quite undone, There is scarcely any 
sort of trade ina thriving condition, but that in 
Change Alley; and there, Sir, there are such 
abuminable traud, and such wicked imposi- 
tions daily practised, that many henest well: 
meaniny men have thereby been totally ruined 


arliament open to us some new scene of wi- 
ainy and roguery? These calamities are al 
most universal, they do not fall upon single per- 
sons, or upon a few, but upon mulutudes ata 
tune; and these, fur what I know, may le 
owiny, in some measure, to some of thuse per 
sons who have in their bands the manayemer: 
of public affairs: It may be owing to their ue. 
lect that rogues are thus enabled to dress up 
and manage such public scenes of knaven. 
While such frauduleat practices are suffered, 
and our trade thereby so much injured, can we 
approach the throne, and say in such a soleat 
manner, that we are satisfied with the situation 
of our affairs at home? For my part, I am 1 
way satisfied with the present situation of our 
aifairs either abroad or at home, and therefore 
I must move that these words should be leit 
out, or some way altered. Upon this 
Mr. Speaker stood up, and told sir Thomas 
Aston, ‘That by the orders of the House, and 
the constant forms of their proceedings, the 
making of an Atnendment to any part of amo 
tion, was an approbation of every preceding 
part of that motion; and as that past of ile 
motion, which he proposed to amend, preceded 
that which the Iluuse had agreed to ameud, 
therefore they could not now receive bis > 
tion. 


This last motion was therefore dropped. 
Then the question was put upon the moton 
made by Mr. Bromley, as amended by sir Joha 
Barnard and Mr. Shippen, which was camed 
without any divisiun; and an Address #3 
drawn up and approved of by the House. 


The Commons’ Address of Thanks.] Jan. 18. 
The same was presented to bis Majesty as ll 
lows ; 

“¢ Most gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loral 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain 2 
Parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to re 
turn your Majesty our most sincere and hearty 
thanks, for your most gracivus Speech trom the 
Throne. 

* The situation of affairs, both at home and 
abroad, gives your faithful Commons the highet 
satisfaction, and fills their hearts with the deep- 
est sense of gratitude to your Majesty, being 
fully sensible, that the present happiness we 
enjoy is the entire effect of your Majesty s ¥ 
dum and resolution, 

‘ Such Supplies, as shall be necessary for 
the honour, safety and defence of your Ms- 
jesiy and your kingdoms, shail cheertully aod 
effectually be raised by your fathtul Commons, 
with all possible duty to your Majesty, and 8 
just regard and concern for those we represent 

“ We also bey leave to assure your Mavesty, 
that in all our deliberations, as weli in raising 
the supplies, as in the distribuuon of the public 
revenues, we will pursue such measures, as mil 
most conduce tu the present and future ease ot 
our fellow subjecis, and such as, agreeably to 
your Majesty's known goodness and gract: us a 


and undone, Does not almest every session of | tentions towards your people, and the constant 


1 
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endeavours of your faithful Commons, shall be 
consistent with the honour and justice of par- 
liament, and with the trade, interest, and jiber- 
ty of the nation. 

‘¢ That our proceedings may carry with them 
the weight and credit, which always ought to 
attend the resolutions of the Commons of Great 
Britain; and that the necessary dispatch may 
be given to the public business, we will use our 
utmost endeavours to avaid all unreasonable 
heats and animosities, and not suffer ourselves 
to be diverted, by any specious pretences whiat- 
suever, from stedfastly pursuing the true inte- 
rest of our country, which, in pursuance of 
your Majesty's most gracious recommendation, 
from your great example, and our own indis- 
pensable duty, shall upon all occasions be our 
first and principal care.” 


The King’s praeeee To this Address his 
Majesty returned the following Answer : 
“ Gentlemen ; 

“Treturn you my thanks for these dutiful 
assurances of your zeal and affection for me ; 
and I make no doubt but that your resolutions 
to pursue such measures, as wil! mst conduce 
to the ease and true interest of ail my subjects, 
will as effectually recommend you to the good 
Opinion and esteem of my people, as they are 
acceptable to me.” 


Petition from the Proprietors of the Charita- 
ble Corporation.) Jan, 31. The Commons 
balloted for a Committee of twenty one mem- 
bers, to consider of a Petition from the Pro- 
prietors of the Charitable Corruption, setting 
forth, That by the unparalleled neglect of all 
the notorious Frauds and Embezzlements of 
some of the persons entrusted with the cure and 
management of their affairs, the Petitioners 
having been defrauded of their whole Capital, 
whereby many of them were reduced to the 
greatest distress, did, upon their application for 
relief, obtain three several acts the last session 
of parliament; that by the favour and inter- 
Position of his Majesty, several material Books 
and Papers bave been since recovered, which 
Bive further liyht into those frauds aad abuses ; 
and that through the length and intricacy of 
the Inquiry, there was not time in the Jast ses- 
son for any farther proceeding for their relief: 
and therefore praying the House to take their 
unhappy case into farther consideration, and 
to grant such relief to the petitioners as to the 

Ouse shall seem meet.’”* 


‘Debate on Mr. Sandys's Motion Sor bringing 
up the sume Penston- Bill, which was passed lust 
ssion by the Commons, und rejected by the 
ds.) This day, the House having no im- 
Mediate business before them, | 
ee ee ee NTS Ne See 
* “This petition met with a most cordial re- 
ception in the House, and nothing can be a 
More striking proof, how little the ministry in- 
terfered in affairs of material justice, than the 
list of the names of the gentlemen upon whom 


this ballot fell, They were, Mr, Palmer, Mr. 
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found, that a seuse of our 
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Mr. Sandys stood up and spoke as follows: 
Mr. Speuker ; 

As the House seems at present to be at 
leisure, I shall take the opportunity to put them 
in mind of a Bill, that for two or three sessions 
successively has passed in this House, without 
any opposition whatever, and has been as often 
thrown out in the other. What their reasons 
were in the other House fur so olten throwing 
out sucha Bill, I shall not take upon me so 
much as to guess at; but I think it never met 
with any real opposition in this House: There 
were indeed some gentlemen, who testified s 
sort of a dislike to the Bill, but EF think they 
never carried it so far as tu form any argument 
against it, or to bring the adair toadebate. It 
has been often remarked, that there never was, 
us yet, any thing brought into either House of 
Parliament. that was really in itself useful and 
necessary for the public welfare, but what, by a 
proper perseverance, was at last carried through 
and passed intoalaw, Evena good thing muy, 
for a considerable time, by many be mistaken; 
from private passions and prejudices, for want 
of being riyhtly understuod. it may for some 
time meet with opposition, but truth and reasun 
will-always at last prevail; and when we are 
fully convinced of the goodness and usefulness 
of what is offered, it has always hitherto been 

dag has in both 
Houses of Parliament got the better of all other 
passions, which some men might privately har- 
bour in their breasts. This, Sir, encourages me | 
to persevere in whael have so often bad the ho- 
neur to offer to this House, and to renew it 
again this session, notwithstanding its bad fate 
in former sessions of parliament. I am tho- 
roughly convinced, that what I heve to offer, is 
not only a good thing, but absolutely necessary 
for the preservation of our constitution; and 
therefore I hope it will, by its own weight,- at 
last force its way through the opposition it has 
hitherto met with. | 

I believe, Sir, every gentleman in the House, 
by this time, supposes that I. mean the Bill, 
‘ For making more effectual the laws in being, 
‘ for disabling persons from being chosen mem- 
‘ bers of, or sitting or voting in this House, who 
‘bave any Pension during pleasure, or for any 
¢ number of years, or any office held in trust 
‘for them.’ This is the Bill I propose to have 
renewed; and as this House has been fully ap- 
prized of the contents of the Bill, designed in 
former sessions, tur these good and salutary 
purposes, I have prepared a Bill which I have 
here ready to offer to the House, and which is 
the very same, word for word, with that which 
in the very last session of parliament had the 
approbation of this House; I therefore think it 


Perry, Mr. Bromley, Mr.. Harley, Mr. Plumer, 
Mr. Sandys, Mr. Wynn, sir Thomas Saunderson, 
sir John Rushout, lurd Morpeth, sir John Bar- 
nard, lord Limerick, Mr. Digby, Mr. Bramston, 
Mr. Wyndham, sir Thomas Robinson, Mr. 
Danvers, Mr. Henry Bromley, Mr. Cambell, 
Mr. Conduit, Mr. Winnington.” Tindal. 
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quite unnecessary to move the House for leave 
to bring tz such a Bill; but my motion shall be 
for leav. to bring wp the Bill which I bave now 
Ia my hand. 

Mr. Winnington observed, That -the con- 
stant pracice of the House, for an hundred 
i past, has been to muve for a Bill to be 

ght in, and not for leave to bring it up to 
the bar: That should this laudable method be 
broke into, and the ancient custom revived for 
each member to present what he pleased, they 
might be surprized into things very iaproper 
and inconsistent with the dignity of the House: 
That therefure, though he had nothing to say 
against the Bull, it was his opinion the Lonoura 
ble gentieman’s motion ought not to be com- 
plied with: Then to wave the question, he 
called for the order of the day. Upon this 

Sir Edward Stanley, wnight of the shire for 
Lancashire, spoke for the motion, and declared, 
That he saw nothing in it irregular; for that 
leave to bring in a Bill, or leave to bring ap a 
Bill, was in effect the same leave ; nor could he 
conceive wherein lay the mighty difference. 


Sir William Yonge spoke as follows : 


Mr. Speaker, 

I do not at all wonder to see the gentleman 
who made the first motion, persevere in the 
same thing; Lut I must confess I am a litile 
surprized to see several state-topics every year 
renewed and ihsisted on by some gentlemen in 
this House, noteithstanding their havmg seen 
these topics so often disapproved of hy a majo- 
rityof the House. As to these, | am really quite 
ted with hearing the same argumenis repeat- 
ed over and over again every session of parlia 
ment: The hon. gextleman should not have 
said, that the Bill he mentioned had always 
passed, even in this House, without opposition ; 
there were generally some gentlemen appeared 
against it, and even testified their dislike to it; 
But let the Bill be what it will, Jet # bea good 
~ thing, or let it be a bad thing, the manner in 
which the gentleman desires to have it intro- 
duced is very extraordinary. It is mdeed a 
privilege of the members of the other House, 
that any lord may offer a Petition or @ Bill to 
the House without askiug leave of the House ; 
but this privilege the members of this House 
have, for the sake of decency and order, given 
up Jong ago; and I can see no mawner of rei- 
son for our re-assuminy it, or for our beginning 
now to extend our privileges beyond what they 
have been for so many years past. As to the 
bringing of Bills into this House, it is well 
known, that the usual motion on such occasions 
is for leave to bring in such a Bill as 1s pro- 
posed; but this is a new sort of motion ; tt 1» 
amotion forleave to bring up such a Bi'l, which 
18 @ very extraordinary motion, and such as I 
am sure there is, in the present case, no man- 
ner of occasion for, and therefore I really think 
the motion ought to be rejected, it ought to 
have a negative put upon it; but since the 
worthy gentleman vear me (Mr. Winningtun) 
has waved that point, and has moved for the 
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order of the day, I shall sow only steond his 
motion. 

Mr. Walter Plumer stoed up text, al 
took notice of what sir Wilham Yorve had 
urged touching the same arguements being re- 
peated every session of. parhatnent, though the 
majority had often determined againse them; 
and added, That whatever that gentleman 
might think in that respect, it was his epinion 
the majority could not alter the nateare of nght 
and wrung; and for his part, hee the majenty 
determine as often ae they would, yet he should 
always be ready to offer those arguurents, which 
he took to be good ones, agaist sech as he 
thought were net so: As for the gemileman’s 
being atraid lest the members of tins House 
should re-assume apy ancient privilege, or ef- 
tend those they at present enjoy, he sew no 
reason fer his bemg so cautious in that re- 
spect, since what was propnsed was in effees 
no re-assuniption of any old privilege, nor ex- 
(ension of any privilege they enjoved, it was at 
most neglecting only a piece of form upon an 
extraordinary occayon, when there appeared 
no manner of use in observing it. 

Sir William Wyndham spoke as follows: 

Sir, 

I am surprized to hear any gentleman in this 
House find fault with gentlermen insisting upon 
their opinions, notwithstanding their having 
been was dabei of by a majority in former 
sessions of parliament. I do not think that the 
majority's being of 9 contrary Opinion, cap ever 
be made use of as an argument for convincing 
men that they are in the wrong: The minority, 
notwithstanding their being out-voted, may 
sull bave as good an opinion of the 
opinions, as the majority tave of theirs. 
It has often happened, that what has been 
disapproved of by the majority in one ses 
sion of parliament has been approved of by & 
majority in some future, perhaps in the very 
next session of parliament; and even as to the 
Bill now in hand, it has been two or three 
times approved of by the majonity of this House, 
and as often rejected or disappreved by the 
majority of the other House; what their rea- 
sons were [ do not know, but I am of opinion, 
that the same reasons against the Bill were not 
offered to the members of this House, tbat 
were offered to the members of the other; for 
if they had, it would probably have been disap- 
proved of, and rejected by the majority even 
of this House. From hence it appears, that 
the majorities being of any one opinion, is no 
infallivle sign of that opimion’s being mght. 
This, Sir, I thought mvself obliged to take no- 
tice of, that those gentlemen, who happen to be 
generally of the same opinion withthe majo 
rity, may not from thence conclude that they 
are certainly right. As to the matter oow in 
dispute, F really think it is of no moment: 
whether the gentleman shall have leave to 
bring up the Bill, or to bring in a Bill,1s to me 
a matter of so much indifference, that I cannot 
find out a reason why the gentleman's motion 
should have been opposed ; for to order a gea- 
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tleman to prepare a Bill, after he bas told as 
that he has prepared one, and that it % the 
very same with what the majority of this House 
has in former sessions approved of, really seems 
to me to be a litle incongruous: I can find out 
no reason for gentlemen’s insisting upon this 

iece of incongruity, unless it be that they have 
a dislike to the Bilfitself. We certainly ought 
in general to observe the usual method of pro- 
ceedings; but surely, we ought not to observe 
any customary method, when the observing it 
‘appears to be in itself absurd, 

Sir John Rushout declared, That he saw no- 
thing in the motion either new or unprece- 
dented: That he remembered there was a Bill 
presented in the House of late years, in the 
same or rather in a mure extraordinary man- 
ner, and this was the last Suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act in the late reign; when 
the gentleman who bronght in that Bill, sitting 
close at the bar of the House, rose up, and af- 
ter infurming the House of the danger the 
crown and kingdom were in-from the rebellious 
plots thea carrying om, end the necessity of 
im powering his Majesty to secure all suspected 
persons, he told thea be had prepared a Bill 
for tbat purpuse, and therefore muved for leave 
to briag it up, which was immediately granted ; 
and the Bill, to the best of his memory, was 
read twice that day, and ordered to be com- 
mitted: That this was somethiag more extra- 
ordinary than the motion before them, because 
the Bill thea ordered to be brought up bad 
never been before the House, and by conse- 
quence ao member could be any way apprized 
ef the contents thereof; whereas the Bill in 


question had heen before the House, and fre-. 


quently had their approbation: ‘That as for the 
privilege inherent in every member of this 
Mouse, he believed sone would dispute but 
that the ancient method has been for any memw- 
ber to offer what he pleases. 

Sir Willium Yonge stood up, and explained 
himself with regard to that part of his speech, 
which toucbed on the privilege of members. 
He said, That there seemed to be a mistake, 
as to what he had mentioned about the mem- 
bers of the House not being allowed to bring in 
any thing without leave of the House: that 
this has not properly any relation with what 
are called the privileges of the House: that it 
is not only a restraint which the members of the 
House have thought proper to lay on them- 
selves, for the more orderly carrying on the 

ublic business, and to prevent any thing that 
is trifling from being brought before us; and 
this restraint has been found so convenient and 
necessary for preserving the honour and dignity 
of the House, that it has sever for many years 
been departed frum, but upon the most extraor- 
mary occasions. Sir William Yonge was back 
ed b | 

Sir Robert Walpole, who added, That the pre- 
cedent quoted by sir John Rushout was on one 
of the most extraordinary occasions that ever 
@an happen, and in a case that required the 
wsmost dispatch; that in short there was no 
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comparison between that case and the case be- 
fare them ; that the case in this Bull did in no 
ways depend on this extraordinary method; 
far should the gentleman move in the usual 
manner for leave to bring m the Bill, and or- 
ders should thereupon be given by the House 
to aome gentleman to prepare and bring in the 
same, this method would be no hindrance to 
the passing of the Bull, or occasion its being put 
off till the next session of parliament. Upoa 
this 

_ Mr. Sandys rose up, and spoke a second time . 
as follows: | 

Sir; I shall be very far from making any 
comparisons between the case in hand, or be- 
tween any case, and that which immediately 
cencerns the safety and preservation of the 
crown. But as I had assured you that the Bill, 
which I have in my hand, was the very same 
with that which had before been approved of 
by this House, I thought it was quite unneces- 
sary for the House to observe that ceremony of 
ordering some gentlemen to prepare and brin 
ina Bill, which was already prepared; and whick 
the House has approved of in the very last ses- 
sien of parliament: this was my reason for 
moving for leave to bring it up. 1 do mot de- 
sire to bring any thing into this House without 
first having the leave of the House for so doing; 
yet I cannot think, that though the antient me 
thod ef proceeding were revived, the House 
would he in any danger of being surprised into 
any thing: tbere is no Bill can pass in this 
House, till it has been three times read in the 
House, and has passed through a committee of 
the House; and while those forms are ob- 
served, the House never can be surprised into 
the passing of any Bill, even though we should 
again re-assume that privilege of every mem- 
ber’s having a power to bring into the House 
whatever he pleases. It is not the restraint 
we have laid ourselves under, that prevents 
the House’s being surprized ; it 1s the necese 
sity of having the Bill so often read before 
it can pass; for when a gentleman has moved 
for leave to bring in any Bill for the purposes 
he mentions, the House cannot know whether 
the Bill prepared and brought in be according 
to their orders till it be once read ia the House: 
some gentlemen might move for leave to bring 
in a Bill, and upon their obtaining such leave, 
and being ordered to prepare and bring in the 
same, might bring in a Bill of a quite different 
nature; but this would siobably be discovered 
oo the first reading, and the Bill would without - 
doubt be thrown out; and whoever endea- 
voured thus to impose on the House, would de- 
serve, and would probably meet with a most 
severe censure. 

But the present dispute is not whether any 
thing shall be brought into the House without 
leave; the.whole dispute really seems to be-be- 
tween the words ‘to bring up,’ and the words 
‘to bring in;’ for my ale t am quite indiffer- 
ent in this affair; whether I have leave to bring | 
it up now, or to bring it in a little while hence, 
does not ia my opinion signify much: if I heve 
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leave to bring it up, I must immediately take a 
walk to the bar; if I bave leave to bring ina 
Bill, and am ordered to prepare one for that 
purpose, I shall take a walk the same way ina 
very little time; this I do not take to be an 
material difference : but as for the Bill itself, 
do think it of such consequence, that if there 
were any method by which we could shew a 
more than ordinary regard to this Bill, that 
method ought certainly to be observed. 

‘Then Mr. Speaker read from the Journal of 
the House, of the 9th year of the reign of king 
George 1, the. precedent mentioned by sir 
sir Joho Rushout, and said, 

-« Gentlemen, = 3 

“The usual method of proceeding in this 

House, as to bringing in of Bills is, first,.to move 
for leave to bring in a Bill for such or such pur- 
poses, and that being agreed to, the House then 
orders some of their own number to prepare 
and bring inthe Bill; this is the usual method, 
but in the precedent 1 have now read to you it 
appears, that the then Solicitor General (sir 
P. Yorke) moved for leave to bring up such 
a Bill, which was granted, and be immediately 
brought up the Bill, and the same was read a 
~ first time ; from which it is plain that Mr. Soli- 
citor, when he made his motion, informed the 
House that he had prepared such a Bill, and had 
‘it then ready to be laid before them, and there- 
fore he moved for leave to bring it up, which it 
seems the House at this time complied with.” 

Upon this some members suspecting that Mr. 
Speaker was, in pursuance of this precedent, 
going to put the question on the motion made 

Mr. Sandys, they called out * No, no!’ 
ereupon Mr. Speaker immediately resumed 
his speech, as follows ; 
« Gentlemen, 

‘ Asto the affair in hand, or any affair that 
comes before this House, 1 am not to appear 
of .one side of the question nor of the other. 
Tt is my business to take care that the orders 
and methods of proceeding shall be, regularly 
observed. In all questions about order I am 
to inform you, so far as consists with my know- 
ledge, of what has been done formerly in the like 
cases ; and I am to take cre that all decency and 
order shall be observed, both in our debates 
and proceedings : This is my duty, and this I 
shall always endeavour to. serlaran as far as lies 
in my power: In all cases I am to observe those 
directions that the House shall be pleased to 
give ; and in the present case I only desire to 
know from you, what method you will observe, 
whether you are inclined to follow the prece- 
dent now read to you, or if you are inclined 
to proceed according to the method usually.ob- 
served: But 1 must put you in mind, that if 
you proceed according to the usual method, 
decency requires that the Bill shall not be 
brought in immediately after the order for pre- 
paring and bringing in the same; it is neces- 
sary that some time should intervene between 
the order for preparing it, and tbe presenting of 
i¢ to the House; and therefore I must desire, 
that those gentlemen who shall be ordered to 
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prepare and bring it in, may not go imme 
diately to the bar, and tell us, that they have, 
according to order, prepared such a Bill, and 
are ready to briog it in.” 


Hereupon Mr. Sandys not insisting on his 
motion, but agreeing tu have the Bill brought 
in according to the usual method, the question 
was put, That leave be given to bring in a Bill, 
‘© For making more effectual the laws in being 
for disabling persons from being chosen mem- 
bers of, or sitting or voting in the House of 
Commons, who have any Pension during plea- 
sure, or for any number of years, or any offices 
held in trust for them ;” This being agreed to 
without any opposition, Mr. Sandys and sir 
Edward Stanley were ordered to prepare and 
bring inthe same. Then the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the supply, and as 
svon as that was over, Mr. Sandys preseoted 
the said Bul to the House, which was received 
and read the first time, and ordered to be read 
a second time. 


Debate in the Commons on the Number of the 
Land- Forces.) February 2. The House re- 
solved itself into a Committee, to consider fare 
ther of the Supply granted to his Majesty, and 
Mr. Andrews, member for Hindun, moved, 
‘‘ That the number of effective men to be pro- 
vided for guards and garrisons in Great Britaio, 
and for Guernsey and Jersey, for the year 1733, 


. be, including 1815 invalids, and 555 men, which 


the six independent companies consist of, for 
the service of the Highlands, 17,709 men, com- 
mission and non-commission officers included.” 
This motion was seconded by Mr. Whitworth, 
and supported by sir Thomas Robinson, sir 
Richard Lane, sir Arthur Croft, sir Wolliam 
Yonge, hon. Mr. Henry Pelham, Mr. Horatio 
Walpole, and sir Robert Walpole: bat was 
very warmly opposed by several members; 
and the lord Morpeth thereupon moved, “ That 
the number of effective men for the year 1733, 
be only 12,000 he was seconded by Mr. Harley, 
and backed by Mr. Bramston, Mr. Rolle, sir 
John Barnard, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. Shippea, 
sir William Wyndham, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Tho- 
mas Wyndham, hon. Mr. Edward Digby, Mr. 
Pulteney, sir John St. Aubin, sir Thomas Saun- 
derson, and sir John Hinde Cotton.” 
' The Courtiers urged in support of the mo- 
tion, That though the public tranquillity of 
Europe was now established, yet the preserva- 
tion thereof depended on so many accidents, 
that it could not be certainly relied on, and 
therefore we ought always to be in such circum- 
stances, as to be able not only to defend our 
selves, but likewise to fulfil all our engagements 
to our allies: That there was still a very power- 
ful and considerable party in the kingdom, 
Grmly attached to the interest of the Pretender, 
and daily watching for an opportunity to dis- 
turh the quiet of the nation, by endeavouring 
to overturn the present happy establishment; 
and therefore it was necessary to keep up an 
armed force sufficient to dissipate any suddea 
insurrection that might be raised by sucb mea: 
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That this party was still the more audacious, 
and the more to be dreaded, because they were 
encouraged and spirited up by a great many 
scandalous and seditious hbels, which were 
daily spread abroad, even by those who pre- 
tended to be friends to the Protestant succes- 
sion, and to the illustrious family now on the 
throne. | 

Sir Archer Croft said on this cecasion, That 
the continuing of the same number of forces, 
was the more necessary, because to his know- 
ledge popery was increasing very fast in the 
country, for that in one parish which he knew, 
there wure no less than seven popish priests ; 
and that the danger from the Pretender was the 
more to be feared, because they did not know 
but that he was then breeding hus son a Protes- 
tant. 

Sir Robert Walpole took notice, That a re- 


duction of the army was the chief thing wished {° 


for and desired by all the Jacobites in the king- 
dom ; that no reduction had ever been made, 
but what gave fresh hopes to that party, and 
encouraged them to raise tumults against the 
government; and he did not doubt, but that if 
they should resolve to reduce any part of the 
army, there would he post-horses employed 
thac very night, to carry the good news thereof 
to the Pretender and his adherents beyond 
seas. To this 


Mr. Horatio Walpole added, That the nuin- 
ber of troops then proposed was absolutely 
mecessary tosupport his Majesty’s government, 
and would be necessary, as long as the nation 
enjoyed the happiness of having the present 1l- 
lustrious family on the throne. | 


Sir William Wyndham alledged, in support 
of lord Morpeth’s motion, That if they gave 
any credit to his Majesty’s Speech from the 
throne at the opening of the session, which they 
were in duty bound to dv, the tranquillity of 
Europe never was, norever could be on amore 
firm basis than at present, and therefore a re- 
duction was now to be made in the army, or 
such reduction was neverto be expected : ‘That 
as to the Pretender, he did not believe that 
there was any considerable party for him in 


this nation: That that pretence had always 
been a ministerial device made use of only for 


accomplishing their own ends ; but that it was 
in reality a mere bugbear, a raw-head and 
bloody-bones, fit only to frighten children ; for 
that be was very well convinced his Majesty 
reigned in the hearts and affections of lis peo- 
ple ; upon that his Majesty’s security depended, 
and if it did.not depend on that, the illustrious 
family now on the throne could have but little 
security in the present number, or in any num- 
ber of standing-forces, that could be kept up for 
its defence : That if there was any disaffection 
or any discontent in the nation, it was 
owing to the keeping up of such a nume- 
rous standing army in time of peace within 
this kingdom, whereby the people were sub- 
jected to many loads and hardships which 
shey were never before acquainted with: That 


Vat, VIII. ' 


the people of England had never gone into any 
violent measures, or carried their resentment 
to any pitch against the prince upon the throne, 
but when the prince, or those employed by him, 
were firstin the fasit: That this inaxim was so 
generally true,-that in our whole history, there 
was no instanee to the contrary, but only that 
which happened in the reign of king Charles I. 
and that therefore, if there was any uneasiness 
among the people, the proper remedy was, te 
remove those things which were the causes 
thereof : If the ministers should change their 
measures, the people would certainly alter their 
minds : That the Dutch were, by the situation 
of their country, ia a much more dangerous 
state than we are or can be in, and yet the 
Dutch had then resolved on a reduction of their 
army, and therefore we could have no pretence 
for continuing ours. 

Mr. Shippen hkewise observed, That though 
the general arguments in the affair before them 
had often been canvassed in that House, yet, 
that the debate'of this day seemed to him some- 
thing new : in former yearsthe gentlemen, who 
argued for the continuance of a numerous 
standing army in time of peace, always argued 
for the continuance thereof only for one year 
longer ; but that gentleman had now thrown off 
the mask, and were become daring enough to 
declare, ‘ That the same number of forces 
‘ must always be kept up; and that a numerous 
‘army must for ever be continued, and be 
‘made, as it were, apart of our constitution 9 
that we have already continued the army 80 
long, that sume gentlemen had told the House 
this day, what no man would have ventured to 
have told thema few years ago: that if they 
continued the same army buta little while 
longer, it might bein the power of some gen= 
tlemen to talk to the House, m terms no way 
agreeable to the constitution or to the liberties 
of our country : that to tell the House that the 
same number of forces must be always kept up, 
was a proposition fraught with innumerable 
evils, and more belie ane) with this, that it 
may make wicked ministers more audacious, 
than otherwise they would be, in projecting 
and propagating schemes, which may be incon- 
sistent with the liberties, destructive to the 
trade, and burthensome on the people of this 
vation: that in countries which ‘are governed 
by standing armies, the inclinations of the peoe 
ple are but little minded, the ministers place 
their security in the army, the humours of the 
army they only consult, with them they divide 
the spoils, and the wretched people are plun-~ 
dered by both. He added, Tha¢ in this king- 
dom, his Majesty has the hearts, the hands, and 
the purses of all his subjects at his service, and 
he wished he might have them always at his 
service; but he hoped they would never be in 
his power; that lis’ Majesty desired no such 
thing ; that he never can desire it that depends 
only on the affections of bis people ; that there- 
fore he was conviaced that the demand of so nu- 
merous a standing army never could come from 
him: that i¢ was no way necessary for his sup- 
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port, whatever it might be for the support of 
those who now desired to have it continued. 

Mr. Rolle said, To bim it appeared, in order 
to preserve ourselves against one who might 

rbaps prove e tyrant, we were going to esta- 

lish 18,000 tyrants, and to make their esta- 
blishment in some measure a part of our con- 
stitution: and that in order to be free of a re- 
ligion which we think a bad one, we are re- 
solved to have none at all: that as to the party 
which the Pretender had in this nation, he 
could not believe there was any such thing: it 
was nothing but a mere pretence, and the mak- 
fog use of that pretence on all occasions, really 
could net but make him recall to mind that 
wicked.and blasphemous saying of Pope Leo 
X. who, on occasion of a procession’s passing 
by while he was at an elegant entertainment, 
said to his cardivals, ‘ Quantum profuit nobis 
* hac fabula Christi” He concluded with these 
words: Let us do as our forefathers used to do, 
¢ Let us remove the wicked from before the 
‘ king, that so his throne may be established in 
‘ righteousness,’ 

Mr. Pulteney said, That he could not but be 
diverted with some arguments that were then, 
and had been on former occasions made use of, 
for keeping up a standing army iu time of 
peace: that the last year the House was told, 
that a Popish Solicitor was a dangerous man 
to the government, (see p. 903), and now that 
Popish Solicitor bad spawned out seven popisb 
priests, (see p. 1185), and even the post-horses 
(see p. 1185), had joined in this traitorous con- 
federacy. 

In answer to the argument brought from the 
reduction of the Dutch. forces, 

Mr. Pelham deelared, That the reduction 
mentioned was not then agreed to by the States 
General: that it was.a great question whether 
it would or no, and if it should, it was only a 
reduction of the last augmentation, whicreas the 
last augmentation had been reduced by us long 
sgo; so that the Dutch were now only going 
to make that reduction, which we had made 
upon the first prospect we had of seeing the 
trauquillity of Europe established : that though 
the reduction proposed in Holland should be 
made by them, ‘hide they would still have in 
Proportion a much greater number of standing 
forces, than what was now proposed to be kept 
up in this kingdom. 

Sir Robert Walpole added, That he cou!d 
not help taking notice of an obserwation one 
gentleman had made, as to the peuple’s uever 
carrying their resentment to any pitch against 
the prince upon the throne, unless the prince, 
or those employed by kim, were first guiity of 
some fault: that that member was pleased to 
adinit of one exception to this rule, in the case 
ef king Charles I. But the gentleman ought 
to have admitted of another exception, and 
that was in the ume of king George I. ‘bhat 
he did not know what pitch of resentment the 
gentleman might mean, but he was sure there 
were sume people, who carried their resent- 
meat against that king to a very high pitch; 


and it could not be said that he was ever guilty 
of any fault, vor that those employed by lum 
had, then at least, been guilty of any fault; ye 
some people carried their resentment so bih, 
that they appeared in arms, in order to de- 
throne him; that he thanked God, they did 
not succeed in their attempt: that they hap 
pened to be defeated by the small number of 
regular forces we had then in the kingdon, 
which were much inferior to them in number; 
such was our great zood luck at that time ; bu 
that he must say, that those gentlemen, who 
desired to have the country left as void of de 
fence as it was at tbat ume, could have be 
little regard for our present happy constitation, 
or for the security of the illustrious family now 
upon the throne. 

Then the question being put on the motvn 
made by Mr. Andrews, st was agreed to by 
239 against 171. 

Feb. 5. The above Resolution of the Com- 
mittee was reported to the House, and there- 
upon Mr. Watkin Williams Wynn moved ior 
the re-committing of that Resolation ; which 
motion was seconded by Mr. William Broniey, 
and supported by sir John St. Aubin, Mr. 
Sandys, sir Wilfrid Lawson, Mr. William Gaya 
Vaughan, Mr. Heathcote, and Mr. Wyndhas. 
They were opposed by lord Hervey, lord Ma: 

as, Mr. Danvers, Mr. Clatterbuck, sir Pb:up 
orke and Colonel Bladen. Io this debate, 

Mr. Clutterbuck having said, That he woe- 
dered to see gentlemen s0 jealous of encroach 
ments upon our constitution, at a ume when it 
was in its greatest vigour, and shone forth 1s 
its purest lustre ; 

Mr. V'yndham, in answer thereto, gave the 
House an historical account of our constitution, 
and of the several dangers it had been in, 21d 
the changes it had gone through; aud from 
thence he shewed, That it was very far from 
being now in its greatest vigour, and that oo 
the cuntrary, there were many bad customs 
had crept in of late, which were of dangerous 
consequence to our constitution; and must 
prove to be the cause of its overthrow, if some 
effectual remedy was not speedily appliec. 

Then the question L.ing put, for re-cum 
mitting the above-mentioned Resolution, it was 
carried in the negative, by 207 against 145, 
alter which it was agreed to by the House. 
Then 

The Lord Morpeth stood up, and represented 
the bad circumstances of the nat n, Ls reasce 
of the great debts and the many taxes (he peo 
ple groaned under, and therefore moved, “ Trat 
an humble Address be presented tu his Na- 
jesty, to desire his Majesty. that he would te 
graciously pleased, frum his earnest desire ( 
ease his people of every charge not absolutely 
necessary, and his regard to the consitution of 
this kingdom, to take the first favuurable op- 
portunity of making a Reduction of tuuse forces 
which this House hath voted m oe a 
the Estimate laid betore them by bis Mayesty$ 
direction.” 


His lordship was secoaded by Mr. Sand)s 


\ 
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sir Wiliam Wyndham, Mr. Pulteney, Mr. 
Shippen, and Mr. Heathcote, who urged, 
The great necessity that there was for teking all 
Opportunities to reduce the public expence; 
that thereby some of those taxes might be taken 
off, which at present lay so heavy on our trade 
and our manufactures, that most of our neigh- 
bours were enabled to undersell us in foreign 
markets: That the keeping up of a standing- 
army in time of peace, without any absolute 
necessity for so doing, wus altogether incon- 
sistent with the liberties of this nation: That 
though there might be at present an absolute 
necessity fur keeping up the number of forces 
agreed to by that [Iouse, yet that that neces- 
sity might cease in a few months, perbaps in a 
few weeks ; and if so, it would then become 
necessary both for the ease of the nation, and 
for the preservation of the constitution, to dis- 
band sume of them ; That though the king was 
always to be presumed to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of the nation, 
and always inclined to do that which might 


most contribute to the public welfare; yet it: 


had always been the custum of that House, and 
was their duty, to address the king upon 
matters of very great consequence ; in order to 
recommend to his Majesty those measures 
which they thought would conduce most to 
the happiness and safety of the nation. 

But this motion was opposed by Mr. Talbot, 
lord Hervey, Mr. Henry Pelham, and sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, who alledged, That the pre- 
senting of such an Address was in some mea- 
sure inconsistent with the Resolution they had 
then agreed to; That it was resolving that the 
" number of forces for. the year 1733 should be 
&) many ; and sddressing that they should not 

80 many : That these two Resolutions, fol- 
lowing one another upon their Journals, would 
appear to be very extraordinary : That besides, 
the Pe of such an Address would be dis- 
respectful to his Majesty, in so far as it would 

a sert of insinuation that his Majesty might 
neglect taking the first opportunity of reducing 
the army, and thereby lessening the public 
charge ; and as they never yet had the least 
Occasion to suspect any such thing, it would be 
how unjust to harbour any such suspicion : 
that in many cases it might be the custom, it 
might be the duty of that House, to address the 
throne on particular emergencies ; but in a 
Case that regarded his Majesty and his admi- 
nistration in such a general manner, as the 
case in hand did, it would be most disrespect- 
fal: That they might as well address his Ma- 
Jesty to govern according to law, or not to en- 
Croach- upon the constitution ; and an Ad- 
dress in such terms would, they believed, be 
allowed to be shewing a very high disrespect to 

e King upon the throne. 

Th r. Shippen on the other hand, insisted, 
at his Majesty knew how much the nation 
Was loaded with debts and taxes, and how in- 
sonatstent \t was with our constitution to keep 
: P & standing army intime of peace, and that 
erefore his Majesty, be was sure, would not 


look on their' presenting of such an address as 
any way disrespectful to him. Some members 
having taken offence at these expressions, Mr. 
Shippen replied, That he could not but Jook on 
himself asa very unfortunate man, for that in 
the late reign he had incurred the displeasure 
of many gentlemen, and had undergone a see 
vere censure of that House, for saying that it 
was one of the greatest misfortunes of bis late 
Majesty’s reign, that he did not know our 
language, and was onacquainted with our con- 
stitution : * and that now he had disubliged 
several others, by saying that his present Mae 
jesty well knows the circumstances of the nae 
tion, and is acquainted with our constitution s 
but that, however, he could not help thinkin 
but that his Majesty was thoroughly scaasinted 
with both ; a | that therefore he would look 
upon such ao Address, as proceeding from that 
honest care and concern, which every member 
ought to have for those who sent them thither, 
and not as proceeding from any disrespect toe 
wards him: That his Majesty could not be 
displeased therewith, and that those they ree 
pou must be highly pleased to see the 

ouse so watchful of all opportunities to lessen 
their charge, and to recommend their case and 
advantage to the crown. 


But the question being put on the lord Mor 
peth’s motion, it was carried in the negative, 
by 208 against 136. | 


Motion for raising the Supply for the current 
Year, without creating a new Debt on any of 
the Funds.} Feb. 7. A motivn was made, 
“That this House will raise the necessary Su 
plies for the current service of this year, with- 
out creating any new debt upon any fund 
whatsoever.” i 

This motion uccasioned a fresh debate, in 
which the speakers against it demonstrated, 
that it could not be carried into practice, withe 
out hazarding the success of the service for the 
current year: and, that in fact, there was no 
ditference in the two manners of raising the 
inoney, only, that the usual manner was more - 
easy forthe people; upon which, the motion 
was dropped without a division. 


Debate in the Commons on the Spanish De- 
predations.] Feb. 13. The affair of the Spanish 
Depredations having given great uneasiness to 
the whole nation, 


Sir Wilfrid Lawson rose up and spoke as 
follows : a 

Sir, The many and great losses our mer- 
chants have sustained by the depredations com- 
mitted on them by the Spaniards, are I believe, 
well known to every gentleman in this House ; 
and it is likwise known, that by the second se- 
parate Article of the Treaty of Seville, all those 
affairs were to have been settled and adjusted 
in the space of three years; these three years 
are now expired, but I do not find that any 
body knows how any of those affairs have been 
ea PE I ESE TE TT GE SE 
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settled and adjusted, at least I cannot hear of 
any one of our merchants who has met with any 
redress. . 

As the time is now expired, I bope our 
merchants have already got, or are very soon 
to receive a sufficient reparation for all their 
sufferings ; this I hope for, and [ should be 
extremely glad to have my hopes conarmed ; it 
js an atfair on which the happiness of many 
private men depends, and is ot so mueh con- 
sequence both to the honour and trade of this 
Nation, that it is incumbent upon us, as mem- 
bers of this House, to inquire into it; and 
therefore I shall move, “ That an humble Ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, that he will 
be graciously pleased to give direction, that 
there may be laid before this House, copies of 
the Reports made by his Majesty’s commissa- 
ries in Spain, together with all letters and 
papers relating thereto; and what satisfaction 
has been made to the subjects of Great-Britain, 
for the losses they sustaimed by the depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards in Europe, or in the 
Indies, pursuant to the second separate Article 
ef the treaty of peace, union, friendship, and 
mutual defence, between the crowns of Great 
Britain, France, and Spain, concluded at Se- 
ville on the 9th of November, 1720.” 

_* This Motion being seconded, 


Sir Robert Walpole stood up and spoke as 
follows : 


Mr. Speaker, 7. 

Such an Address as has been moved for, 
may, if gentlemen insist on it, be presented to 
his Majesty, but I can now assure you, that 
there is as yet nothing that his Majesty can lay 
before you ; for though by the treaty of Seville 
the commissaries of the two nations were to 
settle all the affairs referred to them by that 
treaty, within the space of three years from the 
date thereof, yet by reason of several unfore- 
seen accidents, they never could meet so as to 
enter upon, or do any business till the month 
of February last: since that time they have 
been proceeding upon the affairs referred to 
them; but as yet there is nothing brought to 
that maturity, or formed into such a shape, as 
to be proper to be laid before this House. The 
delays they at first met with made it necessary 
to prolong the ume for settling and adjusting 
those matters, and therefore it has been agreed 
between the two nations, that the three years 
shall be computed from that day in February 
last, on which the commissaries first met; and 
by that time it is to be hoped that al! those af- 
fairs will be settled in such a manner, as will 
give full satisfaction to every member of this 
House, and full reparation to every one of the 
subjects of Great Britain, who has met witha 
real injury from the Spaniards. To this 


Mr. Pulteney replied, 


Sir; There is a term made use of in the Ex- 
chequef, called nichil, which term ‘has been 
sometimes made use of by the gentleman who 
spoke last, and has often been given as an ap- 


1 


swer to this House, when accounts of the pro- 
duce of some certain branches of the revenae 
have been called for. Now, as to the present 
affair, it may be that there has not as yet beea 
any thing done, or at least not brought to me- 
tunity, and formed into such a shape, as to be 
proper to be laid before this House: this, J 
say, may be the case, though I must say it iss 
little surprizing, that in so long a time there 
should have been nothing done ; however, sap- 
posing that it is the case, yet his Majesty may 
pive us this Exchequer term for answer; he 
may tell us that there has not as yet been any 
thing done: itis from bis Majesty only, that 
this House can properly have an answer ; evea 
such an answer we are not to take from any 
meinber of this House, or from ang subject 
whatsoever, And as the presenting of such az 
Address to his Majesty, will shew our const 
taents that we are careful of, the affairs of the 
nation, and have a concern for the merchants, 
who have been so great sufferers by the depre- 
dations committed by the Spaniards; therefore 
I am for agreeing with the motion. 
Mr. Pulteney was backed by 


Sir Thomas Aston, as follows : 


Sir; it in all this time there has been nathiog 
done by those commissaries, I am much afraxd 
that this affair may be spun out to a very great 
length. I do not know but that *% may inst as 
long as the gentlemen who are emploved as our 
commissaries may live; for as they have there 
by a good salary from, and all their charges 
burne by their country, they may not perhage 
be too hasty in concluding the affairs referred 
to them, and thereby putting an end to the be 
neficial pust they enjoy; and on the other hand 
itis to be presumed, that the Spaniards will 
make use of all the excuses they can invent, for 
delaying their making that reparation, which 
in justice they ought to do, and which we are 
engaged in honour to insist on. Jt us therefore 
our duty, as members of this House, to desire 
trom tind to time to know what is doing im an 
affair, in which both the interest and the he 
nour of the nation is so much concerned, 0 
order to prevent all unnecessary delays, and to 
satisfy the world that this nation does not tamely 
put up such injuries. 


Mr. Conduit * replied to sir Thomas Aston: 


Sir; I find there is a very great mistake m 
prejudice to the worthy gentlemen our comm 
saries in Spain: I must do them the justice 0 
declare, that to my knowledge they very much 
despise the salaries they have from the pubuec, 
and are pushing as much as possible the accour 
modation of all the affairs reterred to thein, 10 
order that they may return home to Jook alter 
their private affairs. I am very sure that there 
is not one of those gentlemen, who, fur the sake 
of the salary would have gone out of the king- 
dom, or who would ot one month in Spar, 
or any where, for the sake of enjoying so trifling 
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a benefit. It was the hopes only of being ser- 
viceable to their country, that prevailed on any 
of them to go thither, and they are doing as 
much as lies in their power to render their ser- 
vice as beneficial as possible to their country ; 
the sooner that affair is brought to a conclu- 
sion, the more beneficial will their service cer- 
tainly be. This I know tobe the case as to the 
gentlemen that are employed, but if it were 
otherwise, bis Majesty could certainly take 
care, that no unnecessary delays should be al- 
lowed in an affair of such consequence, and 
certainly will lay before this House an account 
of all the proceedings in that affair as soon as 
it can be conveniently done; and therefore I 
maust be of opinion, that there is no occasion 
for our presenting any such Address as has been 
moved for. 


Mr. Pulteney answered, 


Sir; We may always depend on it, that 
bis Majesty will take all possible care of this, 
as well as of every other affair that regards the 
honour or the happiness of the nation; but in 
all affairs his Majesty must employ others under 
him, be must necessarily employ ministers and 
other inferior agents, to transact and manage 
the public atfairs of the nation; and as they 
may be dilatory or negligent, therefore it is the 
duty, and has always been the practice of this 
House, to enquire into the management of af- 
fairs of great consequence. In the present 
case I am for the Address proposed, because 
% will be a spur to the ministers, to procure as 
apeedy and as aniple a satisfaction to our injured 
merchants, as they can possibly get. Our bav- 
img taken notice, in the last session of Parlia- 
ment, of the Spanish depredations, procured, I 
believe, those commissions and instructions, 
which were last summer sent to his Majesty’s 
ships of war in the West Indies: that, I be- 
lieve, was the chief cause of sending some of 
our ships to the Spanish coast to demand satis- 
faction for English merchant ships, which they 
bad violently taken, and unjustly confiscated. 
One of these captains did accordingly, in pur- 
suance of the instructions he had received, send 
bis boat with his lieutenant and sume of his 
sailors on shore, to demand the satisfaction pro- 
posed: but the Spaniards were so far trom 
complying with so just a demand, that they 
added a new affront, by making the lieutenant 
and the men prisoners; whereupon he like a 
brave, honest, downright English captain, did 


what he ought to do, he seized the first Spanish | 


Ship he could meet with; but I have been since 
informed, that this Spanish ship has been re- 
stored, though the Enylish sbip has neither 
en restored, nor have the owners met with 
any satis:action fur the damage and loss they 
ve sustained, How this came about, how we 
Came to restore this ship to them, befure the 
had agreed to release our ship, is more than 1 
Dow, or can comprehend; for as they had 
done the first injury, they ought, in my opicion, 
to have been obliged to have made the first re- 
paration, Asto the gentlemen that ure em- 
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pee as our commissaries m Spain, I do not 
now whether they despise ther salaries or not, 
but I am sure, if they continue as long in Spaia 
as one gentleman seems apprehensive the 
may, it will verify what I have said in this 
House in relation to those affairs, that it would 
have been better for the nation, and more te 
the satisfaction of the sufferers, to have given 
up the affair at first; and to bave given the suna 
of money, which such commission might bave 
cost the public, to be divided among our mem 
chants, who had beeen robbed and plundered 
by the Spaniards; for even as it is, I am afraid 
that if the charges which that commission has 
already, and will stand the public in, wete to 
be deducted from the sum, which we may re 
cover from the Spaniards by way of reparation, 
there will very little remain to be divided 
among the sufferers. A 
Sir Robert Walpole observed, That wherever 
that bonourable gentleman got his informa- 
tivn, in relation to the restitution of the Spanish 


‘ship he made mention of, to his knowledge it 


was erropeous, for that at the same time orders 
were sent from hence for releasing the Spanish 
ship, orders were in like manner sent from the 
court of Spain, for releasing and restoring the 


English ship and cargo, which they had before © 


taken; and that her not being restored was no 
neglect either at this or the Spanish eourt, but 
owing ta the excuses and delays of his Catholic 
Majesty’s governors in the West Indies ; who, 
notwithstanding express orders from their court 
for delivering up the ship sud cargo, had found 
some new pretences for delaying it. 

Mr. Plumer rephed, That if the case was, as 
the honourable gentleman who spoke last was 
pleased to assure them, he could not but wtih 
pleasure observe, that if ever a war should ba 
pen between Spain and us, we must eiaialy 
get the better of them ; for that our governors 
and officers inthe West lndies are, it seemed, 
most punctual and exact in observing and 
obeying the orders and instructions received 
from hence, even though they may be perhaps 
not much to their own private liking; whereas 
otf the other hand it appeared, that his Catho- 
lic majesty’s governors and officers m those 
parts had buat little regard tu the exprese orders 
they received from him; that King, it seemed, 
having no authority over his own officers; and 
consequently in case of a war betweea us, we 
should havea very considerable advantage over 
that nation, 

At last, the question being put on sir Wil- 
frid Lawson's motion, it was ayreed to without 
any division; and the Address was accordingly 
presented, 


Feb. 16. Sir Conyers D'Arcey* reported his — 


Majesty's Answer to the said Address, viz. 


“ That although by the Treaty of Seville, the 


commissaries on the part of Great Britain and 
Spain were to meet within four months after 
the exchange of the ratification of that Treaty, 
and their commissions to continue for three 


* Comptroller of his Majesty's houshold, 
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years from the date of the said Treaty; and 
although his Majesty’s commissaries were ap- 
poioted on the 2nd of April 1730, yet by seve- 
ral unforeseen accidents, the meeting of the 
commissaries in Spain was so long delayed, 
that che first conferences were not opened till 
the 23rd of February 1732, N.S. And that as 
eo much time was elapsed befure the opening 
of their commissions, it bas been since agreed 
between the two crowns, that the three years 
for finishing the commission of the said 
commissaries, shall be computed from their 
first meeting on the 28rd of Feb. last; which 
makes it impracticable for his Majesty to give 
the proper orders, for laying a perfect account 
before this House, of what is desired in their 
Address.” , 


The Debate in the Commons on the Trade of 
the Sugar Colonies.] Feb. 21. The House re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole 
House, to consider of the state of the Trade of 
his Majesty’s Sugar-colonics in America; and 
Mr. Winnington moved a Resolution, “ That 
no Sugar, Paneels, Syrups, or Molasses, nor 
any Rum or Spirits, except of the growth or 
manufacture of his Majesty's Sugar-colonies in 
America, should be nnported ito Ireland, but 
from Great Britain only.” This motion was 
epposed by 
ir. Carey,* who said, That he would withall 
his heart join in any proper measures, that 
could be proposed, for encouraging our Sugar- 
Colonies, but he could not agree to the altering 
the laws as they then stood, with respect to the 
importation into Ireland: that the allowing 
of rum to be imported directly into Ireland 
from any of our colonies in the West-Indies, 
was with design to discourage as much as pos- 
sible the consumption of French brandies in 
that kingdom ; which design would be entirely 
overthrown by the resolution proposed, if any 
new law should now be made in pursuance 
thereof; for if it should he made necessary to 
bring rum to, and enter it jn England, before 
it could be carried to Ireland, it would very 
much enhance the price of that commodity, by 
which the consumption thereof would be dis- 
couraged and diminished, and the consumption 
of French brandies would consequently be in- 
creased: That he thought it was unreasonable 
to lay such a restriction on the trade to IJre- 
land, because that kingdom was a part of our 
own dominions, and contributed very conside- 
rably to the riches and power of England: 
That besides, if a law should be made in the 
terms of the resolution proposed, it would pro- 
bably embroil us with some of our neighbours : 
That he did not know but the French would 
look upon it asa breach of that article of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, by which it was stipulated, 
that the trnde between France nnd us should 
remain on the same footing it was on at that 
time: That the Vortuguese would certainly 


* Clerk of the Council, and Secretary to the 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland. 


look on it as a breach of the treaties of peace 
and commerce subsisting between us and them, 
because, by such a law the importation of Por- 
tugal sugars directly into Ireland would be e1- 
pressly prohibited. He was answered by 

Mr. Screpe *, who said in support of the mo- 
tion, That as to the enhancing of the price of 
rum in Ireland, and thereby discouraging the 
consumption thereof in that kingdom, there 
was no such consequence eould ensue from the 
resulution proposed, or from any law that 
could be made in pursuance thereof, because 
there might still be as much rum, as was re- 
quisite for the consumption in that kingdom, 
imported directly thither from our ewn sugar- 
colunies in America; what was proposed by 
the resolution moved for, was only to prohibit 
the direct importation of any of the commodi- 
ties mentioned therein, from any of the otber 
colonies in America, and we had very good 
reason for making such a prohibition, because 
it appeared that what was imported directly 
into lreland from the other colonies, was ge 
nerally the produce of the foreign sugar-colo- 
nies in that part of the world, whereby the 
trade of those colonies was very much encov- 
raged and improved, to the ruin of our ows 
sugar-colonies in America: That though we 
were to look upon Ireland as a part of.our ewa 
dominions, yet we ought not to allow them to 
encroach upon any branch of the trade of Eng- 
land: It was very well known that they were 
always endeavouring to encroach upon oor 
trade ; and if we did not take care to keep that 
country under the yoke, they might in time 
grow so rich as to be able to throw it off, which 
they would perhaps willingly do, if ever % 
should happen to be in their power: That as 
to Portugal, some words might be put in, or 
some proviso added, for obviating any excep 
tion that might be taken by them. 

Mr. Doddington said, That he was sorry to 
diifer from his honourable friend that sat by 
him, but that he had always looked on pro 
Inbitions in trade as of dangerous consequence, 
and that therefore no prohibitions ought ever to 
be laid on it, but such as are in their own nt 
ture absolutely necessary: That we had no 
renson to be jealous of Ireland, or t2 lay them 
under any restraints and prohibitions ; tbl 
country had always appeared loyal and zealoas 
for his Majesty, and for the present royal te 
‘mily ; they had generally behaved as good sub- 
jects, at least for many years last past ; and be 
believed the hest way to kcep them su, was (0 
give them all proper encouragement, and to 
shun as much as possible the laying them under 
any particular restraints or disadvantages ; 1 hat 
he looked on that kingdom io a different light 


* “ Mr. Scrope was theo Secretary to the 
Trensury, and was perhaps the coolest, tbe 
most experienced, faithful, and sagacious friend 
the minister had. He was greatly trusted 10 
all matters of the revenue, and seldom or never 
spoke but to facts, and whea he was clear 10 
his point.” Tindal. 
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from what some other gentlemen seemed to French; butthen the manufacture was all their 


view it in; the people thereof he always eon- 
sidered as a part of ourselves, and he hoped 
they, or at the least the most of them, never 
did, nor ever would look upon themselves as 
being under any yoke, but that of the govern- 
ment, and the laws of their native country. 
Mr. Horatio Walpole observed next, That 
as to what was proposed by the regulation 
moved for, he could perceive nothing therein 
contrary to the treaties of peace and com- 
merce subsisting with foreign powers; it was 


a regulation of trade only withiu our own do- 


minions, and had no relation to that of our 
neighbours: That if we were to prolubit the in- 
portation of any one of their commodities into 
any part of the British dominions, they might per- 
haps have reasun to take it amiss: they might 
say, that such a prohibition was an infringe- 
ment of some of the stipulations subsisting 


between us; but what was now proposed, 


was not a general probibition, it was only 
the appointing of such particular places within 
our own dominions for the importation of such 


commodities, and prohibiting the importing of 


them at some other places: ‘That as this regarded 
only our trade among ourselves, no foreign power 
could take any just exceptions thereto; but 
however, since there was no design of prohibit- 
ing the importation of French spirits, or Por- 
tugal sugars, directly into Ireland, therefore he 
would propose an Amendment, and that the 
Resolutions should be in the terms following, 
“‘ That no sugar, paneels, syrups, or molasses, 
of the growth, product, or manufacture of any 
ef the colonies or plantations in America ; nor 
any rum or spirits of America, except of the 
growth or manufacture of his Majesty's sugar- 
colonies there, be imported into Ireland, but 
froin Great Britain only.” . 

The Resolution being thus amended, it was 
agreed to without any division ; and then Mr. 
Winnington stood up again, and moved, 
“ That a duty of 4s, per hundred weight, 
sterling money, be laid on all foreign sugars 
and paneels, imported into any of his Majesty’s 
colonies or plantations in America.” This was 
agreed to without any opposition, 

Then colonel Bladen made the two following 
Motions, viz. 1. “ That a duty of 6d. per gal- 
lon, sterling money, be laid on all foreign mo- 
lasses and syrups imported into any of his 
Majeyy’s colonies or plantations in America: 
‘And 2, That a duty of 9d. per gallon, sterling 
money, be laid on all foreign rum imported into 
any of his Majesty’s colonies or plaatations in 
America.” Hereupon, 

Sir John Burnard, in opposition thereto, said, 
* That as the trade then stood between our 
Sorihern colonies and the French sugar islands, 
it appeared, that our colonies bought molasses 
of them at a very low price, and distilled them 
Anto rum, by which they provided themselves at 
&® small charge with the rum that was necessary 
for them in their trade with the Indians, and in 
their fishing trade ; they had, it was true, most 
Of the materials for makiog this rum fropa the 


own, and thereby n great many of our sub- 


jects in that part of the world were em- 


ployed and maintained: That by laying such 
an high duty on French molasses, we should lay 
them under a necessity of meoufacturing it 
themselves; so that our subjects would lose all 
that employment, and instead of buying mo- 
lasses in their natural dress froin the French, 
as they did formerly, they would be obliged to 
purchase the same molasses manufactured into 
rum, whereby the French sugar islands would 
take of them at least three times the money 
they took formerly: That as molasses was a 
bulky commodity, it would not be easy to run 
them into any of our northern colonies, so that 
the French would be laid under an absolutely 
necessity of manufacturing them into rum, and 
when manufactured intu rum, it would be easy 
to carry that rum, and sell it in a smuggling 
way to uur fishing vessels ut sea, and even to 
run itinto every one of our colonies on the 
continent of America: That the sea coasts bo- 
longing to us in that part of the world were of 
such a vast extent, and so many little harbours 
and creeks to be every where met with, the roads 
so little frequented, and the towns so open, that 
it would be impossible to prevent the running 
of French rum on shore, or the conveying it 
from one town to another after it is Janded. 
No, not even if we should send thither the 
whole army of Excise officers which we have 
here at home ; the sending them thither, mighe 
indeed, adda good deal to our happiness in 
this country, but all of them together could be 
of no service for such a purpose in that country : 
That as to the laying a duty both on foreign 
rum and molasses, he would not be altogether 
against it, but then it ought to be only a smal} 
duty, forthe sake of giving an advantage to 
our own sugar colonies in that respect, not 
such an high duty as was in a manner equal to 
a prohibition; for that was really granting a 
monopoly to our sugar islands, with respect 
toa commodity that 1s abselutely necessary for 
our northern colonies, both in their fishing 
trade and in their trade with the native Indians; 
and as the French were our rivals likewise in 
both those trades, we were about giving them a 
certain advantage as to these:‘trades, and that 
without doing them any harm as to their sugar- 
trade ; for if they sold sugar and rum cheaper 
than our colonies did, they would have veud 
enough for all they could make; they would 
have a stolen market for it in the British doe 
minions, andan open market in all other parts 
of the world. 

Colonel Bladen answered, That he had ofter 
heard our army of excise-oflicers set in a very 
terrible light, and represented as of the most 
dangerous consequence to the liberties of the 
nation, but now he heard it urged that this 
whole army would not be able to reduce our 
nortbern-colonies; and be was sure, if the 
were not, there was no fear of their being able 
to reduce this nation: but without sending any 
of that army to America, he hoped there would 


e 
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be no such thing as smuggling in that part of 
the world ; it was to prevent such a pernicious 
practice, that be proposed only laying a duty 
on foreign rum; he did not propose a prohibi- 
tien, and the doty he had proposed was no 
higber, than what was absolutely neceseary for 
putting our own sugar-isiands on an eqaal foot 
with the French. 

Sir John Barnard replied, That he had said, 
ebat our whole army of excisemen would not 
be able to prevent the running of French run 
da that country; he did not talk of reducing 
the country, he had nut so much as mentioned 
Bhe word, but he believed it would be much 
easier to reduce the country, than to prevent 
te running of Freuch rum in it, in case what 
wae then proposed should take effect: that if 


the gentleman really meant to prevent running, | 


be was very unfortunate in what he had pro- 
posed, fur be had proposed the only method 
that could be thougiit on, for setting up and 
encouraging the smuggling-trade; which was 
that of laying on a high duty, equal to, if not 
above, the first price of the commodity upon 
which it was laid. Then the question being 


put, the three foregoing motions were severally 


agreed to without any division. 
Affer this, the two fullowing Motions were 
to without any opposition, 1. “ That 
ali the Duties charged on the importation of 
all sugars and paneels of the growth, product 
aod manufacture of his Majesty’s Colonies and 
Plantations in America, into Great Britain, be 
drawn back on exportation of the same.” 
@%. “ That a drawback or allowance of 2s. per 
huadred weight on all sugars, refined in and ex- 
ported from Great Britain, be paid on the ex- 
tation thereof, over and above all draw- 
ks or bounties now payable thereon.” This 

last resolution was seconded by 

Sir John Barnard, who said, That he wouid 
agree to that us well as the other resolution with 
all his heart, for that the two last were the only 
resolutions they had come to, which, in his opi- 
nion, would be of anv real use to our sugar- 
cotomes; and perticularly the last resolution 
he was glad to see moved, because he hoped it 


would make them think of some other things | 


relating to our trade, which stood in need of 


were several examples of this oversigh€ could 
be given, but he would then only mention the 
duties on foreign hemp, flax, cordage, &c. 
which were drawn back if the gouds should be 
exported in the same condition they were im- 

rted: but if these very goods should, by the 
labour and industry of our own peopie, be 
manufactured into cables, ropes, and other 
tackle for shipping, and then exported, the ex- 
porter could not have any drawback : that this 
was a great loss to that branch of our trade, 
which was @ very considerable branch, bat 
would be much more considerable if it were 
not for this hardship it laboured under. 

These Resolutions being all agreed to, a Bill 
was ordered to be brought in pursuant thereto, 
which afterwards passed into a law. 


The Pension- Bill passes the Commons, and us 
again lost in the Heuse of Lords.} The same 
day, the Pension Bill was read the third time 
and passed; and Mr. Sandys was ordered to 
carry it up to the Lords, where it met with the 
same fate as in the two last sessions. 


Debate on Sir R. Walpole’s Motion for ws- 
suing 500,000/. out of the Sinktng- Fund, for 
the service of the year 1738.] Feb. 23. The 

ouse resolv’d itself into a Committee of the 
whole House, to consider farther of ways aud 
means for raising the supply; the Account of 
the money then remaining in the Exchequer, 
and of the produce of the Sinking-Fand dis 
posable by Parliament, baving with others been 
referred to the said Committee, - 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up, and spoke as 
follows ; 

Sir; 

In the last session of parlinment, this House 
came to a Resolution, which, in my opinioa, 
was agood and most reasonable resolution; 
and that was to ease the landed interest of ons 
shilling in the pound upon the Land-tax, by 
granting in lieu thereof, a duty on Salt for three 
years. By this the landed interest, which bes 
for so many years borne so great ashare of the 
public expcnce, bas in this last year found 4 
most sensible ease; and if any method can be 
fallen on for continuing this ease to them, such 
method ought certainly to he followed. As 


some such redress from Parliament: that there | [ had, last session of parliament, the honoor of 
were several foreign materials imported into | moving for that Resolution, the approbation I 
this kingdom, lable to duties on importation, | then met with encourages me now to offer to 
which duties were drawn back, if the materials | your consideration another motion, * which I 
were again exported in the same shape ; but if} hope will be equally agreeable, and that is, tbat 
manufactured and made more valuable by the ; it may Le resolved, ‘ That it is che opinion© 
labour of our ‘own people, neither the merchant | “ this Committee, that towards reising the 
nor the manufacturer could draw back the du- | ** Supply granted to his Majesty, there Le issaed 
ties, even though they should afterwards export | ——————_________—_—___ 


the same, and could shew that this manutac- 
ture was made of materials that had paid a 


. duty on importation ; and would have had a 


drawback on exportation, if they lad been 
carned out rough as they were brought in: 
that this was a scandalous oversight when these 
duties were first imposed, but it was much 
more scandalous that in so long a tme this 
aversight had mever been amended: that there 


* “© The sixth session of the third Septenural 
parliament, which opened on the 17th of Ja- 
nuary 1733, is distinguished by two measures 
of sir Robert Walpole; of which the first, to 

‘take half a million from the Sinking Fond, 
though contrary to the national interest, wes 
carried by a large majority; and the second, 

_ which was the Excise Scheme, though «rr 


| deadly calculated for the advautage af «be 
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‘and applied the sum of 500,000/, out of , justice to auy man, or tu any set of men: 


‘* such monies.as have arisen from the Sur- 
*¢ plusses, Excesses, or overplus money, com- 
‘monly catied the Sinking-Fund, over and 
“above what hath heen applied to the pay- 
* ment of one million, towards discharging the 
“ pational debt, pursuant to an act of the last 
“session of parliament.” This motion, I 
hope, will meet with the approbatipn. of this 
_ House; for it has always been my opinion, and 
I- believe it will be yranted by every man, that 
the public expence ought always to be raised ac- 
cording to that method, which is the least bur- 
thensome to the people: by this method we 
shall provide for a great part of the current 
service of the year, without laying any burthen 
whatever on the people, and witbout doing in- 


country, met with such violent opposition, as 
induced the minister to relinquish it. 

‘© When the House of Cammons passed an 
act for the establishment of a fund for apply- 
ing the surplusses of duties and revenues tu the 
liquidation of the National Debt, called in sub- 
sequent acts the Sinking Fund, the words to 
Appropiiate them. to that purpose were as 
struuy as could be tound, ‘to and for none 
‘other use, intent, ar purpose whatsoever.’ 

“ During the whuie reign of George the 
First it was invariably appropriated to its ori- 
ginal purposes, and ratber than encroach upon 
it, money was borrowed upon new taxes, 
when the supplies in general might have been 
raised, by dedicating the surplusses of the old 
taxes to the current services of the year, 
Even in the infancy of the establishment, 
when its operations were necessarily very con- 
fined, great advantages were derived even 
from this small surplus; the national interest 
was immediately reduced from 6 to 5 per cent.; 
750,000/.1n uld exchequer bills were paid off 
In 1719; and it appeared, by the report of the 
House of Commons, that from 1717 to 1728, 
wt had discharged 2,692,416/. and that its 
average amount was 1,200,00v/. 

“It no sooner attained this progressive 
sibs than its operations were suspended, 

etween 1727 and 1733, several encroacl» 
ments were made, either by alienating the 
taxes which yielded the surplusses, or by charg- 
ing the interest of several loans upon the sur- 
plusses appropriated to the payment of the 
debt. But althouyh this measure was in effect 
the same as depriving it of gross sums (there 
being no diflerence between taking the annual 
interest of a sum, and that sum itself) yet as 
these encroachments were not literally ‘direct 
invasions of the fund, they seem to have met 
with little oppusition. 

“‘ However, in 1783 an open attack was 
made. Half a million being voted for the ser- 
vice of the ensuing yeur, the minister proposed 
totake that sum from the Sinking Fund, and 
by that means to continue the Land tax at one 
shilling in the pound; adding, that if this mo- 
tion should be objected to, he should move for 
& Land Tax of two shillings in the pound, there 

Von. VIM. 


The case of the creditors of the public is now 
very much altered from what it was; the com- 
petition among them is not now which of them 
shall be first paid, but which of them shall be 
the last to be peid; and therefore gentlemen 
need not now apprehend, that any of the pub- 
lic creditors will look upon the House’s agree- 
ing to this motion as an injustice done them, or 
as apy hardship put upon them; on the con- 
trary,.they will look upon it as a favour, and 
would be glad thata much larger part of that 
fund were to be applied in the seme manner. 
This motion oughe the rather to be agreed to, 
more especially by those who have a regard for 
the landed-interest, because we can thereby 
continue to the landed-gentlemen that ease 
which we granted them last year; whereas it 


Ny 
being nu other means of providing for the cur~ 
rent expences. 

“‘ This motion justly occasioned a Jong and 
violent debate, and tbe strength of the argue 
ment undoubtedly lay on the side of opposi- 
tion. The whole substance of the reasons, 
which the minister could urge in defence of 
this violation of his own principles, was the 
necessity of giving ease to the landed interest, 
and the dread of the public creditors to have 
their debts discharged. On this occasion he 
advanced this remarkable position, that the 
situation of the country, and the case of the 
public creditors was altered so much since the 
establishment of the Sinking Fund, that the 
competition among them was not who should 
be the first, but who should be the last to be 
paid, an assertion, which none of the opposition 
ventured co contradict, and therefore may be 
considered as true. Ile also added, that al- - 
though the Sinking Fund was established for 
the payment of the debts, yet it was still sub- 
ject to the disposal of parliament; and when- 
ever it appeared, that it could be more properly 
and beneficiaily applied to some other use, the 
legislature had a power, and ought to dispose 
of it in that manuer. 

“¢ Ou the other side, the opposition argued, 
that the sacred deposit for discharging the 
debts and abolishing the taxes, ought not to 
be applied to any use, except in cases of ex- 
treme necessity, which were not now apparent; 
that the assenting to the motion was in fact 
robbing posterity of 500,000/. and the progres- 
sive interest of that sum, fora trifling ease to 
themselves. They reminded him of bis incone 
sistency, in destroying his own darling project, 
and undermining the boasted monument of his. 
own glory; and sir John Barnard emphati- 
cally urged, ‘that the author of such an ex- 
pedient must expect the curses of posterity.” 

- 6 These arguments, however, did not affect 
the decision of the House xf Commons. The 
influence of the minister, aided by the co-ope- 
ration of the landed, monied, and popular ine 


terests, triumphed over opposition; and the — - 


motion was carried by a majority of 110 
voices; 245 against 135.” Coxe'’s Walpole. 
4H 
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this motion shall appear not to be agreeable 
to the Committee, then I, or some other mem- 
ber of this House, must move for a Land-Tax 
of two shillings in the pound, there not being, 
so far as I know, any other way or means left 
of providing for the current service of the 

ear.” . 

Mr. William Pulteney hereupon made the 
following speech: 

Sir; 

Though I was aware of the motion now made 
by the honourable gentleman sitting near me,® 
yet I was in hopes tbat what he bas now moved 
fot, was not all ne was to open this day to the 
Committee we are now in; and therefore I 
shall conclude with a motion of a different kind 
from what the gentleman has been pleased to 
make, tous. But, Sir, there is another thing, 
a very terrible affair impending ! A monstrous 
project! Yea, more monstrous than has ever 
yet been represented! Ic is such a project, as 
has struck terror into the minds of most gentle- 
men within this House, and into the minds of 
all men without doors, who have any regard to 
the happiness or the constitution of their coun- 
try, I mean, Sir, that monster, the Excise! That 
a of arbitrary power, which is expected to 

e laid before this House in the present sessions 
of parliament. This, I say, is expected, and 
therefore I am for having the whole of that gen- 
tleman’s designs laid before this Committee at 
once, and a sufficient time given for us te con- 
sider the whole, befure we come to a resolution 
on any part. 

Of late years gentlemen have been led, I do 
not know how, iuto a new method of proceed- 
ing in parliainent, a method very different from 
what our ancestors did always observe. In 
former times, the general or particular griev- 
ances were first cxamined, considered, and re- 
dressed in parliament, before they entered upon 
the granting of any supplies; but lately we 
have been led into a method of granting all the 
anoney necessary for the public service, among 
the first things we do. The malt-tax bill, the 
land-tax bill, and such bills, are now in every 
session the first things that appear upon the 
Journals of this House ; and when these things 
are finished, the gentlemen iv the administration 
generally look on the whole business of the ses- 
sion to be over. If this House should then 
enter upon any disagreeable inquiries into griev- 
ances, we might then perbaps be told, that the 
season was too far spent; that it was necessary 
for gentlemen to return home to mind their pri- 
vate affairs; we might probably be obliged to 
defer to another session, what the welfare of 
this nation required to be determined in the 
present. I hope gentlemen will consider this, 
and that they will again begin to follow the wise 
method observed by our ancestors, and keep 
some security in our own hands for our sitting, 
till we have heard and redressed all the griev- 
ances of our fellow-subjects. There areseveral 


a 
* Mr. Pulteney alwavs, though in Opposition, 
sat upon the Treasury Bench. 


things which we ought to examine into, befor 
this session shall be concluded. Does not even 
gentleman know ? Does not every gentlena 
expect that there is an application to be max 
to us from ‘the South-Sea Company? Thi 
Company has now made choice of a st of 
honest proprietors to be the directors of ther 
affairs; they are enquiring into the state ¢ 
that Company’s affairs, and they must inqur 
into the management of their affairs for some 
time past: In both these they will stand n 
need of a parliamentary relief, and in both 
vught to be granted them. 

The honourable gentleman addresses himsli 
in a very particular manner to the landed it 
terest; I hope every gentleman in this Hous 
has a regard for the landed interest ; but I hope 
the landed gentlemen of this Honse are not to 
be bullied into any ministerial jobs, by telliog 
them, that if they do not agree to a m0 
tion, a land tax of two shillings in the pound 
must be moved for. I hope, Sir, the landed 
gentlemen will never be induced to consent '0 
any thing that may undo the nation, and over 
turn the constitution for so small a bribe, » 
trifling a consideration, as that of being tres 
from the payment of one shilling in the poosd 
land-tax, and for one year only. The landed 
gentlemen of this nation have often ventured 
their all in their country’s cause; and it 3s 9 
indignity offered to them, to imagine, that pay: 
ing or not paying such a trifle as one shilling # 
the pound Jand-tax, will be of any weight with 
them, when it comes in competition with the 
welfare and happiness of their country. 

The Sinking-Fund, that sacred deposit for es: 
tinguishing the debts and abolishing the tase, 
which lie so heavy on the trade aod the peop! 
of this nation, ought never to be touched; 0 
consideration whatever ought to prevail withis 
to convert that fund to any use, but that for 
which it was originally designed. It basof iate 
been too often robbed ; I beg pardon, sir, rob 
bing is a harsh word, I will not say robbed; bot 
I must say, that upon several occasions there 
have been considerable sums snipped &¥2) 
from it: upon the demise of his late Majesty, § 
large sum was taken from the Sinking-Fuod, 
and applied to the civil list: by the takiog of 
the salt-duty, another large yearly sam *® 
taken away from that fund; and the peopls 
are now again charged with that daty, but 20 
restitution has been made to the sioking-funé. 
Thus, Sir, there has been already a very large 
sum taken from it at several times, and now i 
is proposed to snip off it 500,000/. at once. 
this rate, the people of this uation must for ore 
groan under the load of taxes they are now su 
ject to; and our trade, as long as we have any 
left, must labour under the diftculues and Ha 
couragements it is now exposed to. Is! e 
consistent with the welfare or happiness pe! 
nation? Is this the method by which the land 
gentlemen are to be eased of one shilling 10 he 

ound Innd-tax? 
: The honourable gentleman has been ae 
and once bed the vanity to call himself, | 
9 
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father of the sinking-fund; but if Solomon’s 
judgment was right, he who is thus for splitting 
and dividing the child can never be deemed to 
be the trae father. He may claim, and I shall 
allow him the honour of being the father of two 
other children lately brought forth in this na- 
tion, a Standing-army, and an Excise ; but as 
for the Sinking-Fund, he seems now to renounce 
all pretences of being the father thereof. I 
shall not now enter farther into the merits of 
the motion that the honourable gentleman has 
been pleased to make, because I hope a proper 
time will be allowed for gentlemen to consider 
of a question of so great consequence; and 
therefore I shall conclude with a motion for the 
chairman to leave the chair. Hereupon 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up again, and made 
the following reply: 

Sir; As for the gentleman’s saying, that I 
had once the vanity of calling myself the father 
of the Sinking-Fund, I must say, that whether 
I wes vain of being thought sv or no, I remem- 
ber a time when the establishing that fund was 
treated as a monstrous project, and then I was 


_ obliged to father it ; butno sooner was it found 


out to.be a good and a right thing, anda pro- 
ject that was both feasible and agreeable to the 


interest of this nation, but other gentlemen en- 


deavoured to rob the real father, whoever he 
was, of the glory of being the father of that 
child. As forthe other monstrous project so 
much talked of, which some gentlemen now 
endeavour er shew in so terrible a light, I 
doubt not but that in a little time jt will appear 


ia a quite different shape to the impartial and | 


anprejudiced part of the nation: Let it be 
what it will, I am resolved to propose it; and 
if have but a very little time, F shall lay x 
before you for your consideration: I have no 
doubt, but that upon a thorough examination, 
it will be foand tu be for the general interest of 
the nation, and for the advantage of every fair 
trader in particular; and this I am so much 
convinced uf, thut I believe I may live to have 
it told me, that I was not the father of it, but 
that other people had thought of it before me. 
I never as yet was inclined to do that which I 
thought was ill; I am afraid of doing so; but 
I never ehall be afraid of doing well; I never 
- Shall be afraid of doing good, either to my 
country, or to private men, so far as is con- 
sistent with the interest of my country. As for 
the sums which have been taken from the sink- 
ing fund, and added to the civil list, they were 
not taken from it by me, they were taken from 
it by the authority of this House; I was only 
one of those who consented to i; and parti- 
cularly as to the sum which was taken from the 
sinking fund upon the demise of the late king, 
given to the civil list, the honourable 
gentleman who sits near me, agreed to it as well 
asI did ; both of us did agree to it, but our 
motives for agreeing were perhaps very dif- 
ferent, 
The sinking fund was established for the 
payment of the debts of the nation, but still it 
was left subject to the disposal of parliament ; 
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whether we shall ge a 


payment of 500, 
_ from this present year? Or, whether we shall 


[i200 


if upon any occasion it shall appear that a part 
of it may be more properly applied to some 
other use, the legislature has certainly a power 
to apply it in that manner, which they shall 
judge to be most for the public good, and for the 
interest of the natien in general. This is the 
proper question now under our consideration : 
we'are now to determine, whether the sum of 
500,000/. shall be applied this year towards the 


ease of the landed interest, where it is very 


much wanted, where it is absolutely necessary - 
to give some relief; or if the whole shall Le this 
ag applied towards the payment of the pub- 
ic creditors, who stand in no need of such 
payment, who do not: so much as wish or de- 
sire it. This is the plain state of the question ; 
and I could hardly have expected that this 
would have stood a debate. 


Sir John Bernard spoke next. : 

Sir, As to the project, which the honourable 
gentleman on the floor seems to be afraid of 
being robbed of the glory of, I believe be may 
be very easy in that respect; for whatever he 
has met with in other cases, he need not be 
under any apprehensions as to this; for my 
part, I am so far from believing that, when 
it appears in public, it will procure either bo- 
nour or glory to the first projector, whoever he 
be, that I am firmly convinced it will turn out 
to his eternal shame and dishonour ; and thae 
the more the project is examined, and the con- 
sequences thereof considered, the more the pro- 
jector will be hated and despised. | 

But as to the question now before us, it affurds 
me a most melancholy consideration ; I own that 


the landed interest, as well as every other in- 


terest stands very much in need of relief ; Lt allow 
that, by what the gentleman now proposes, 
the landed interest may meet with some im- 
mediate ease ; and I will likewise easily grant, 
that it may, in our present circumstances, be 
oe to the creditors of the public; but 
while I have the honour to be a member of this 
House, I am not to consider the immediate 
ease of the landed interest in particular, nor 
the present pleasure of the public creditors ; I 
am to consider the welfare of the nation in ge- 
neral, both as tothe present and as to future 
times ; and as I am convinced that what is now 


| proposed will, in the long run, be contrary toe 


the interest of the nation in general, I therefore 


must give my dissent thereto. 


In all affairs which come before this House, 


/we are to have a due regard to posterity; we 


are in honour and in duty bound to consider 
the future happiness of the nation, as well as 
the present; afd the question now before us is, 
resent ease to the 
landed-interest of one shilling in the pound land 
tax, by unjustly loading our posterity with the 
O0O/, and the interest thereof 


continue to pay the one shilling in the pound 
land tax, and thereby free the nation of a debt 
of 500,000/. and ourselves and our posterity of 
a new debt of 20,000/, which must be yearly 
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incurred by this nation, for the payment of the 
interest upon that debr, till the principal sum 
be satisfied and paid. This is the question he- 
fore us, and every man who has a regard to 
posterity or to the future happiness of his na- 
tive country, must easily determine what side 
he is cotake: this is the light it ought to be 
considered in; and whoever considers it in this 
hylit, must conclude, that what is proposed 1s 
robbing our posterity of 500,000/. and the 
growing in.erest thereot, tur tne sake of a trifling 
present ease to ourselves, If the landed-inte- 
rest, or any intezest, could be relieved by re- 
ducing the public expence, it would redound 
to the glory of him who had the honour of be- 
ing the author tiereof; but to ease ourselves 
by loadivg our posterity, is a poor temporary 
expedient of short-sighted or sell-imterested pu- 
liticitans; and the author of such an expedient 
must expect the curses of posterity, and can 
never expect present thanks {rom any, but such 
as are as short-sighted or as self-interested as 
himself. 

I hope I shall not now be taxed with affect- 
ing popularity, or with speaking provincially, 
or as a member for the city of London, as I 
have often been upon other occasions; for as 
to the present question, I consider it entirely in 
a national view. Asa member of this House, 
I shall always look upon myself as one of the 
representatives of the people of Great Britain, 
and I hope every gentleman, who has the ho- 
nour of being a member of this H -use, will al- 
ways do the same. I hope it will never be in 
the power of any man, to make the landed-in- 
terest range themselves in opposition to the 
trading interest of this nation; but if ever such 
a wicked desizn should take effect, if the mem- 
bers of this Mouse should ever be brought to 
talk and to vote prov.ucially, or as members 
for cities or boroughs, or members fur counjies ; 


“at the former were to join together against the 


latter, it is easy to determine on which side the’ 
majority would be, The honourable genile- 
man who made the motion, now seems to aim 
at the affectation of popularity among the 
landed gentlemen of this kingdom; this I am 
really surprised at, considering how often he 
has taxed me, and other members of this Huuse, 
with the affectation of popularity, asa most 
heinous crime. 
The creditors of the public are, perhaps, at 
been unwilling to be paid otf, because they 
ave a preater interest for their money from 
the public, than they can have any where else; 
this is one reason, but not the principal reason 
for it; for the chief reason is, the method and 
manner of paying them. If a considerable 
part of their debts were to be paid at ouce, 
and a reasonable notice given to them of such 
payments being to be made, they could then 
make such an arrangement of their affairs, as 
to dispose of their money toe as good an advan- 
tage for themselves, and much more to the ad- 
vantage of the trade of this nation: but in the 
Present method of paying them, the payments 


a 


° 


are so small, and the warning se short, that 
many of them du not well know how to dispose 
of the small sums they receive, and therefore 
they are unwilling to receive any in that map- 
ner: however, let their inclinations be bow 
they please, it is certainly the interest of the 
nation to bave them all are off, the sooner # 
is done, the bappier it will be for the nation; 
and therefore no part of what is appropriated 
to their payment ought to be converted to any 
other use; their unwillingness to receive pay- 
ment, is so far from bewg an argument against 
paying them, that on the contrary it shews that 
they have a better bargain frow the public, 
than they cap in the same way have frum any 
Other person ; and therefore if it were possible 
to Lorrow money at a lower interest, if it were 
poss#le to add to the Sinking Fand, the public 
ought certainly todo at, in order to pay oi those 
who are now creditors of the public at so high 
a yearly interest. 

I hope it will be thought that I am sincere in 
what I say, since I am in every respect talking 
agaunst iny own private iaterest ; I havea part 
of ny estate in land, otherwise I could not bave 
a seat in this House; and as a landholder, I 
ought, if 1 considered my own private interest, 
to be for the reducing of the land tax. I have 
another part of my estate in the public funds; 
and consequently I ought to be as fond as other 
men of not being paid off, and of baving as 
high an interest as I can possibly get from the 
public; and the remaining part of my estate I 
have io trade, as to which also I speak agai 
my Own interest; for as a trader I ought to be 
against the paying off of the public funds, be- 
cause the interest uf money will be thereby 
reduced. Though it may seem a x, 


yet it is certain, that the higher the interest of 


money is in any Country, the greater profit the 
private trader will always make ; for in a cosp- 
try where the interest of money is high, the 
traders will be but few, the general stock in 
trade will be but small, but every man, who 1s 
a trader, must make a great profit of what 
money he bas in trade. 

Mr. Danvers, member for Bramber, stood 
up in behalf of the motion made by sir Robert 
Walpole, and said, That he was so far frow 
seeing the least inconvenience in what that bo- 
nourable member had proposed; that coosr 
dering how little occasion there was for payiug 
off any of the public debts, he was surprised at 
his modesty in asking so little from the Sinking 
Fund; that had he asked the whole, it would 
have been but reasonable to have given it, 
Since it 1s for the support of a government, 
under which we enjoy so many blessings: that 
the landed gentlemen bore the greatest sbare 
of the late war, by which all those funds were 
created, out of which the plamb-men of the 
city of London have made most of their es- 
tutes; that the landed ioterest haviog thas la 
boured long under the greatest distress, they 
ouglit tv embrace every opportunity to give K 
some relief. 


*~ 
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Sir William Wyndham * spoke against the 
motion : 


Ir, 
Though I have the honour to sit in this 


* « Sir William Wyudham was then in the 
vigour of his intellects, aud 9 very extraord?- 
nary man he was. When very young, he gave 
but few indications of the great character to 
which he afterwards arrived in speaking; and 
it is not too bold to say, that since the days of 
Charles I. no man in that House, at that time, 
had equalled him in eloquence. He had al- 
ways great meaning in what he spoke, but as 
he was always very tull of argument, he sume- 
times launched so far into digression, that he 
has been known to ask pardon of the House, 
aud fairly to own, that he had forgot the point 
to which he was speaking. ie then sat down, 
and so great was the indulgence of the House, 
that upon recollecting himself, he was heard 
with pleasure when he rose up again, and re- 
sumed his subject. When he spoke coolly, he 
was ungraceful; for, with all the eloquence of 
Demosthenes, he had some of his imperfections, 

articularly that of @ stammering in his speech ; 
but when he had got the better of his natural 
phlegm, by being a little heated in the argu- 
ment, he exerted wonderful powers of elo- 
quence. : 

“© As to his political character, he has been 
greatly misrepresented. Queen Anne inte- 
rested herself in bis education; and when he 
was very young, he undoubtedly fell into com- 
pany, and imbibed principles, very unfavoura- 
ble to the presentestablishment. Reading and 
reflection, however, rectified his judgment, and 
indeed his heart; for though he could never 
get the better of his persunal prejudice against 
the minister, yet it is certain et the time we 
are vow treating of, he had as great a contempt 
for jacobitism, and was as truly constitutional 
in his principles, as any subject the King had. 
It is to be lamented, that on account of his 
former engagements, the ministry bad con- 
ceived equal prejudice against him; so that 
his great talents, his experience, and thorough 
knowledge of the constitution, were of more 
use to the opposition, than they were of service 
to his country.” Tindal. 

é¢ Sir Wilham Wyndham was descended from 
an ancient family of that name, which seems to 
have taken its surname from Wymondham, or 
Wyndham in Norfolk, and which afterwards 
settled at Felbrigge in the same county. By 
the marriage of sir John Wyndham in the reign 
of Edward the sixth, with the daughter of John 
Sydenham of Orchard, the elder line was esta- 
blisyed at Orchard, hence called Orchard Wynd- 
ham, in the county of Somerset. Sir William 
W yndham, the persun under consideration, was 
lineally descended from this line. He was born 
in 1686, and on the death of his father sir Ed- 
ward, succeeded to the title of baronet, to a 
very considerable estate, and to the distinction 
and influence which his family had possessed in 
the western counties of England. Ie increased 


e 


House as a knight of a shire, yet I look on my- 
self as one of the representatives of the whole 
body of the people of England; and therefore 
I shail never endeavour to find out a distinc- 


his consequence by espousing in 1708, lady 
Catherine Seymour, second daughter of Charles, 
duke of Somerset. Born of a tory family, and 
imbued from his early infancy with notions of 
divine and indeteasible right, he was adverse to 
the interruption of the lineal descent, and uni- 
formly opposed the establishment of the succes- 
sion in the house of Brunswick. In the reign 
of queen Anne, he was brought forwards into 
public employment at a very early age by his 
triend Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in habits 
of the strictest intimacy, and by whose brilliant 
talents he was seduced into similar excesses of 
pleasure and gallantry. Under the administra- 


_tion of Harley, he was niade successively master 


of the buck hounds, secretary at war, and chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. His principles in fa- 
vour of the restoration of the Stuarts were so 
well known, that on the accession of George 
the first, he had no official employment, and in 
1715, he was imprisoned iu the Tower, until the 
conclusion of the rebellion. In July 1716, he 
was released under the bail of the dukes of 
Somerset and Richmond, the earls of Rochester 
aud Thomond, and Jord Gower. He died in 
1740; his son, sir Charles Wyndham, on the 
death of the duke of Somerset, succeeded to 
the title of earl of Egremont.” Coxe’s Walpole. 

‘¢ Another person who acted a very conside- 
rable part in this opposition to Walpole, was sir 
William Wyndham, as a leader of the tories, 
such of thew, at least, who were not averse 
to come with their party, into power and oftices 
under the present roy! family. In the latter 
part of queen Anne’s reign, he had been secre- 
tary atwar and chancellor of the exchequer, 
though a very young man, raised so sy in the 
world against the opinion of it by the favour of 
my lord Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in an’ 
intimacy of pleasures and gallantries as well as 
business; and from his attachment and grati- 
tude to him (which he ever preserved) and from 
party violence and the heat of his youth-had en- 
gaged in the rebellion of 1715, but escaped any 
punishment except that of a short confinement, 
by the consideration then had of the noble fa- 
mily he had married into, and who had great 
merit with the king and his family. He con- 
tinued, however, in all the measures of his party 
against the government, and by frequent speak- 
ing in public and great application to business, 
and the constant instruction he still received from 
his friend, aud as it were his master, especiaily in 
foreign affairs, he became from a very disagree- 
able speaker and little knowing in bysivess to 
be one of the most pleasing and able speakers 
of his time, wore out all the prejudices of party, 
grew moderate towards the dissenters, against 
whom he once bore a most implacable hatred, 
studied and understood the nature of govern- 
ment and the constitution of his country, and 
found such a new set of principles with regard 
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tion, between the interest of the landed gentle- 
men and that of the nation in general; such 
endeavours I know to be vain, and whoever 
does endeavour it, will soon find himself disap- 
pointed in his design: I know that since last 
session of parliament, it has been most indus- 
triously given about in the county, which I have 
the honour to represent,‘ O gentlemen! The 
* knight of your shire was against easing you of 
‘ one shilling in the pound land tax.’ Whether 
this was done with a design to do me service or 
disservice, I shall not determine; but if it was 
done with design to do me a disservice, I shall 
leave those who did it to brag of their success. 
For my own part, I am so conscious that my 
bebaviour in that affair last sessiun of parlia- 
ment was right, that were I to plead merit with 
my constituents upon any one vote I ever gave 
in this House, it would be upon my way of 
voting in that very affair; for I shall always be 
against sacrificing the public happiness of the 


to the public, and from them grew to think that 
the religion and liberties of the nation, so much 
depended oni the support of the present family 
oa the throne, that he lost all confidence with 
the jecebites, and the most rigid of the to- 
ries, and it is thought would have left them en- 
tirely if be could have stood the reproach of 
that in his own country, or could have main- 
tained a prevailing interest there without them: 
and upon that footing would willingly have 
come into a new Whig administration upon the 
exclusion ef sir Robert Walpole, with whom he 
would never have acted, and with the admission 
of some few of his tory friends, who in company 
with him would willingly also have left their par- 
ty for such a change, swayed not alittle perhaps 
in this by observing that no other road would 
lead them to those honours and preferments in 
the state, which it was just for men of abilities 
to expect, and a folly to exclude themselves and 
their families from, when they could take them 
as they thought without hurt to their principles 
aad their characters, But he did not live long 
eaough to have this happen to hin. 
** He was, in my opinion, the most made for 
& great man of any one that I bave known in 
this age. Every thing about him seemed great. 
There was no inconsistency in his composition, 
all the parts of his character suited, and were a 
help to one another. There was much of grace 
and dignity in bis person, and the same ia 
his speaking. He had no acquirements of learn- 
ing, but his pa peas improved by use, was 
strong, full, and without affectation, arising 
chiefly from his clearness, propriety, and argu- 
mentation, in the method of which last, by a sort 
ofioduction almost peculiar to hiuself, be bad 
aforce beyond any man I ever beard in public 
debates. He had not the vivacity of wit and 
pleasantry im his speeches so entertaining in 
the former person, but there was a spirit and 
gates in his speaking, that always animated 
umself and his hearers, and with the decoration 
of his manner, which was indeed very orna- 
mental, produced not only the most attentive, 


nation, or the security of our constitution, te 
any such mean and sordid views as that of a 
litde present ease in the land tax; and I hope 
every landed gentleman, whom | have the ho- 
nour to represent, is now and always will be of 
the same opinion. 

The Sinking Fund is a Fund I have always 
bad the greatest veneration for; I look on it as 
a sacred Fund, appropriated to the relieving 


‘the nation from that load of debts and taxes it 


now groans under; I take it to be so absolutely 
appropriated to that use, that if upon any pres:- 
ing and ualooked-for emergency, we should be 
necessarily obliged to borrow a litte from it, 
the same with interest ought to be repaid by 
some tax to be raised within the year. I have, 
indeed, been always afraid that some enter- 
priziog mimister might be tempted to seize 
upon it, or some part of it, in time of war; but 
[litle dreamt of seeing any attempts made 
upon it ina time of the most profound tran- 


respectful, but even a reverend regard to what- 
ever he spoke. 

“< He was besides generally serious, and al- 
ways decent, never posiuve, and often conde- 
scending, sts pe sometimes severe and pointed. 
There was indeed great decorum through his 
whole carriage, and no man ever contnbuted 
more than he did to the dignity of parliament. 
Had he been a minister in his latter days, I am 
satisfied, he would bave had the same decorum . 
in office as be bad in parliament, and he had 
that civility and good breeding in his demeanor, 
that made him as fit for a court as any other 
situation, and his abilities would have made him 
equal to any. He had certainly great notions, 
and appeared to bave a high regard to the prin- 
ciples of honoor and justice. It has been said, 
that he was haughty and passionate, and would 
have carried his power too high, and [ am 
afraid * was thé weakness he was most liable 
to fall into. Those who spoke most of this, 
took their thoughts of him chiefly from what 
they remembered of him in his younger days, 
when it is very true be had too much of tus 
temper; but as far as I could observe, he was 
much changed ia this as he was jo his princi- 
ples and other things, and surely no mau m 
general was ever less in his advanced age of 
what he had been in his youth, than he seemed 
to be. But as he was not without bis fears too, 
and some desire of fame, they from bis know- 
ledge also of the world would have been some 
restraiat upun the other, and if so, bis state 
might only have procured that respect which 
always and necessary to government. 
What his firmness in great trials would have 
been, I cannot say. He was certainly of a 
very high spirit, and that with power well ms- 
naged might have supported hom ander avy 
dificulties. If I have spoken too highly of 
him, it must be imputed to the great opinwa I 
conceived of bim w the House of Commons, 
where I never saw him fail of being a great 
man.” Speaker Onslow’s Remarks on the Cva- 


dact of Opposition : Coxe’s Walpoie. 


1918). PARL. HISTORY, 6 Gzoncz Il. 1733.—ows of the Sinking Fund. [1814 


quillity. Jt isto mea melancholy considera- 
tion to think of. the t vast load of the 
national debt; a debt of no less than forty-five 
millions and vpwards, and that all contracted 
since the Revolution! This must be a melan- 
choly consideration to every gentleman, that 
has any concern for his country’s happiness ; 
but if the mution now made to us shall be 
agreed to, how dismal will this consideration 
be rendered, when we reflect upon the little 
- appearance that there will then be of this debt’s 
ever being paid? Is the public expence never 
to be lessened? Are the people of England al- 
ways to pay the same heavy and grievous 
taxes? aerely: Sir, if there is ever a time to be 
Jooked for of easing the people of this nation 
tbe present is the time for doing it: But when 
I reflect upon what was done last session of 
Parliament I am really afraid of proposing any 
relief for the poor manufacturers and labourers 
ef this nation; I do not think we can trust 
ourselves. The salt duty was taken off by this 
House as a tax the most grievous to the Ja- 
bourer and to the poor of this nation, and the 
SinkiogFund was thereby diminished: for the 
relief of the poor wa did consent to this en- 
croachment on that sacred Fund; but that 
very tax was again laid on, because some gen- 
tlemen pretended to have found out, that the 
landed gentlemen of England were poorer than 
the poor. At this rate the whole Sinking Fund 
may by degrees be exhausted, and the poor of 
the nation not relieved from any one tax they 
Now groan under. 

Last year the salt duty was laid on for three 
years, in lieu of one shilling in the pound land 
tax fur one year, and this was pretended to be a 
relief to the landed interest; but it was then 
evidently made appear, that it was no relicf 
even to any landed gentleman in England, on- 
less he was aman of a plentiful land estate; 
and it was then also made appeer, that the peo- 
ple of the nation were to pay above a million, 
for the 500,000/. then saved in the pockets of 
the landed gentlemen. And now this year the 
sum of 500,000/. is to be taken from the sink- 
ing fund, in lieu of one shilling in the pound 
land tax; this is likewise pretended to be a rev. 
lief, but, apon a strict examination, it will be 
found to be much such another relief as that of 
Inst year. We are to save this year inthe 
pockets of the landed gentlemen 500,000/. but 
this sum must hereafter be paid by the nation 
some time or other. Ifit be paid next year, we 
then pay 520,000/. for it; if not untill two 

ears hence we pay upwards of 540,000/. and 
If it is not paid tll fifteen or sixteen years hence, 
by computing interest upon interest which in 
such cases must always be done, the nation 
must then pay above a million for the 500,000/. 
ease, now pretended to be given to the landed 
tlemen. This is the least sam that it will 
cost the nation; but if te this we add what 
might be saved by the abolishing of some of 
those taxes, which now lie heavy upon trade and 
which cost the nation more in levying than the 
meat produce ever amounts to; then it will ap- 


that the nation must be infinitely a 

oser by this ease now pretended to be given to 
the landed interest. Let any landed gentleman 
consider this, and at the same time consider, 
that the lands of Great Britain stand ultimately 
obliged to pay all the debts we owe, in case our 
hag funds should fail, which they may pro- 

ably do by the decay of our trade, if it conti 
nees long under the difficulties it at present la- 
bours under; let any landed gentleman, I say, 
consider this; and then let him determine whe- 
ther he and his posterity owe thanks to the gen- 
tlemen, who now pretend to be so great friends 
to the landed interest. 

What can those gentlemen say, who are thus 
for loading posterity? Can they imagine that 
there will ever be a time of more profound tran- 
quillity? Can they imngine that there will ever 
be a less occasion for public expence? Or can 
they imagine that our posterity will be in much 
better circumstances than we are? I am sure, if 
we suppose the last, we must shew more regard 
to the trade of the nation than has been shewn 
for some time past; we must think of relieving 
the poor tradesmen and manufacturers from the 
many and various kinds of taxes they now 
groan under; and we must avoid all occasions 
of loading the public with the payment of inter 
est, by providing within the year for the current 
service of the year: to this the motion now. 
made is directly contrary; for the not paying 
off of an old debt is the same with contracting 
a new; and subjects the nation to the same ex- 
ey with respect to the payment of interest, 

ut I shall not trouble gentlemen any farther 
upon this subject at present, because I hope we 
shall have another day to consider of this ques- 
tions and therefore I shall conclude with se- 
conding the motion for the chairman’s leaving 
the chair. : 

Mr. Scrope,* said, That the motion was no 
ether than an alternative eitherto take the mo- 
ney from the sinking fund, or to take it from 
the landed gentlemen, opon whom the burthen 
must immediately lie. That even supposin 
the honourable gentleman’s caleulations cad 
presages to be true, he must admit, that b 

eeping the money in the pockets of the landed 

entlemen, the interest accumalated to them 
ikewise in the same manner as jt must do to the 
creditors of the government. That this was 
an immediate saving, which might be of mach 
more service to them (who must be considered 
as part, nay, the most respectable part of the 
public) than the pay of the interest, to which 
all the public indiscriminately contribute can 
be of detriment to the nation, especially reflect- 
ing upon the great resources the government 
might probably hereafter find, considering the 
flourishing state of the commerce and the credit 
of the kingdom, and which, as it encreased, 
must, in any event, enable the landed gentle- 
men hereafter to pay with more facility than 
they could be supposed to do at that present 
time. 


* MSS. Debates. Tindal. 
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aa Henry Pelham, said : 
ir, : 

As other gentlemen have their melancholy 
considerations, so I have mine; the most me- 
Jancholy consideration I have is, that notwith- 
standing our having a government, under which 
we enjoy our laws, our liberties, and our reli- 
gion, to the utmost extent; yet it is absolutely 
necessary to put the nation to a very great an- 
nual charge, in order to support that govern- 
ment against the foreign enemies of both our 
Constitution and religion, supported and en- 
couraged by our factions and divisions at home: 
this is the reason that we cannot, by a saving 
in the public charge, give that ease to the land- 
ed interest, which is become absolutely neces- 
sary to be given; and since we cannot, with 
any safety to the constitution, or to the present 
happy establishment, give that ease by a saving 
in the public annual expence, we must there- 
fore resolve to give it in that manner which will 
be least burthensome to the people, and that 
I take to be the method which is-‘now proposed 
to us. 

Gentlemen may talk as they please of what was 
done ia last session of Parliament, but I can say 
that in all places, where I have since been, I 
have had the pleasure of receiving the universal 
thanks of the people, for the ease then given tothe 
landed interest ; and whatever gloss may now 
be put upon that affair, yet I know that some 


’ gentlemen, who appeared against it, were heard - 


to say at the time that that affair was first men- 
tioned, ‘ This is a most damnable project! It 
« will please the country too much, and there- 
‘ fore we must endeavour to render it abortive.’ 
I will, indeed, dp the gentlemen the justice to 
believe, that they then spoke as they thought; 
and they then did what they could to prevent 
the success of a desigu, by which his Majesty's 
administration has gained the favour and the 
esteem of the generality of the landholders in 
England. ; 

I have as great a regard for posterity and for 
the future bappiness of the nation, as any gen-~ 
tleman in this house; and therefore I- shall 
never be against any thing, that is absolutely 
necessary for conveying to posterity the many 
_ blessings we now enjoy under the present happy 
establishment. What is now proposed is not a 
throwing of any new load upon posterity ; it is 
only a disposing of thatmoney which always has 
been, and still is at the disposal of Parliament: 
we have a right to dispose of it in that manoer 
which we we think most conducive to the gene- 
ral interest of the nation: and what is now pro- 
posed is only an exercising of that mght, and 
thereby granting an ease to the most oppressed 
part of his Majesty's subjects, at a time when 
there is no pressing demand for applying the mo- 
ney, either to that use for which it was at first 
intended, or to any other use whatever. This 
is a question that, in iny opinion, requires no 
time to consider of; it gs granted by every gen- 
tleman who has spoke in this debate, that the 
creditors of the public do not desire to have 
their money; and it is likewise granted that 


the landed interest stand in great need of reliefs 
it cannot therefore be doubted, but that the 
Parliament may, and ought to apply at least a. 
part of that, which is not so mueh as wished for 
by the public creditors, to the relief of those 
who are now in so great distress, especially since 
no relief can be given to them by any otber 
means; fur which reason, I shall be for agree- 
ing with the motion made by-the honourable 
gentleman near me. 


Nr. Waller stood up next, and spoke against 
the motion as follows: 


Sir, —_ 

It is known, I believe, by every gentleman 
in the House, that Scotland pays litle or no 
part of what is raised for the use of the Sinking. 
Fund, and for the small part they do, or ought 
to contribute towards that Fund, they have al- 
ready received an equivalent ; so that by wnat 
is now proposed to us, that part of the nation 
ig not to contribute a shilling towards this 
500,000/. which is to be applied for the current 
service of the year: now, Isbould be glad to 
know, by what article of the union they are to 
be free from paying any part of so large a sum, 
for the current service of the year. 1 find, by 
some accounts called for, and nuw lying on our 
table, that there has been but a very |itle 
paid by the people ot that part of the island, to- 
wards the support of the government ; andI 
believe that the little that has been paid, has 
generally heen distributed away among then- 
selves, in pensions, rewards, und gratuities. 

Mr. Taylor, member for Peterstield, observed, 
That there are some people in the nation, who 
the more they owe the greater advantage they 
make, and the richer they grow ; such are the 
bankers: that by the motion made to the House 
one would imagine some gentlemen took the 
case of the natiun to be the same; but for his 
part, be could not think so, and therefore dif- 
fered from the motion, 

Then the questicn was put, That the Speaker 
should leave the chair; which being passed in 
the Negative, by 245 ayainst 135, the quesuoa 
was put upon the first motion, and carned 
without any division: afcer which it was re- 
solved, without opposition, “ That towards 
raising the Supply granted to his Majesty, the 
sum of oneshilling in the pound be laid upoo 
land for the year 1733.” 

Feb. 26. The above Reso!utions of the Com- 
mittee were reported to the House; and 8 
motion being made, for agreeing with the Com- 
mittee as to the first Resolution, the same was 
opposed by 


Mr. Sandys, who on that occasion spoke as 
follows : 


Mr. Speaker. 

Notwithstanding the long debate that was 
in the Committee upon this Resolution, yet I 
cannot now let it pass without taking notice of 
the bad consequences it may be attended with. 
The perpetual method heretofore, of prowding 
for the current service of the year, has been to 
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grant annual supplies to be raised by taxes 
which were granted for that purpose, and con- 
sequently were ire only forone year: at 
the expiration of that year they wereatan end, 
and none of the officers of the crown durst 
retend to levy them any longer on the people : 
t would have been high treason for any officer 
to levy any such tax, after the expiration of the 
Sa) for which it was granted by parliament. 
y this method our kings have always been 
under a necessity of calling parliaments fre- 
quently ; if the King wanted a supply, there 
was not 8 tax subsisting by law, out of which 
he could get it, and therefore be was obliged 
to call a parliament to grant him a new supply, 
and _ to impose a new annual tax for that pur- 
pose ; ofthis nature is the land-tax ; it has al- 
ways been one of those taxes which were grant- 
ed for the current service of the year, and for 
that reason has never been granted for more 
than one vear atatime. But what are we now 
about to do? We are going to depart from this 
laudable method always observed by our an- 
cestors; we are going to give up that tax 
which wehave always in our own hands, and 
which we may grant or not as we see occasion ; 
and in the room thereof we are going to substi- 
tute a tax, orat least a mcthod of providing for 
the current service of the year, which we have 
not in our power; the taxes by which the Sink- 
ing-Fund is raised, being all granted for ever, 
and may be levied on the people without any 
new authority from Parliament. By this me- 
thod we clearly point out a way, by which some 
future ambitious prince may provide for the cur- 
rent service of the year, without the assistance 
of Parliament ; from whence he may judge that 
arliaments are unnecessary, and will certainly 
ay‘them aside as soon as he finds them trou- 
blesome. By those taxes granted for the Sink- 
ing Fund, which his officers may levy accord- 
ing to the laws in being, he finds himself pro- 
wided of a revenue sufficient to support his go- 
vernment, without the assistance of parliaments, 
end therefure he will resolve to govern without 
them, if they but once begin to thwart any of 
bis measures. 
__ I know it will be told me, that it would be as 
illegal aad criminal, to apply the revenue of 
the sinking-fund to the current service of the 
year, without the authority of Parliament, as it 
would be to levy taxes without any such autho- 
rity: But there is a very great difference 
between the two cases: in levying a tax con- 
trary to law, every officer employed knows 
that he acts with a rope about his neck, and 
therefore it would be ditlicult for the most 
powerful prince to get oilicers that would be 
employ’d in the levying such taxes; whereas 
in levying those taxes appropriated to the 
sinking-fund, every under-otlicer acts according 
to law, there is no man guilty of any crime as to 
the levying of them; there are none guilty but 
a few of the chief officers, who agree to-or cou- 
nive at the misapplication. 
; apis tear aah babe there is between 
€ two cases, e levying of an con- 
Vow VII, ne oo 
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trary to law, gives immediately the alarm to 
the whole nation both poor and rich; every 
moan thinks he is robbed of his property, if he 
is obliged to pay the most trifling tax, without 
the authority of Parliament; and as the whole 
people in the nation would on such an occasion 
take the alarm, so it would be easy to stop such 
a prince in the beginning of bis tyrannical 
career, before he could have time to fix himself 
in arbitrary power. But though an ambitious 
ptince and his ministers should misapply the 
produce of the sinking-fund, by converting it to 
the current service of the year, the body of the 
people would be no ways alarmed ; nag would 
not think themselves any way hurt, because 
they would find that they were not obliged to 
pay any taxes, but those which they knew 
to be due by law; on the contrary, they would 
probably be well pleased with the new sort of 
government, because they would find them- - 
selves, for some time at least, free from the 
payment of those taxes which had formerly 
been annually raised by Parliament; and thus, 


‘before the body of the people could be made 


sensible of the tyranny they were under, the 
arbitrary power of the prince would be esta- 
blished, and the fetters of slavery riveted upon 
the people. I cannot hut dread the conse- 
quences of the resolution now before us, and 
therefore I could not let slip this opportunity of 
ayain- declaring my dissent to it. 

Mr. Shippen then rising up, Mr. Danvers 
moved for clearing the galleries of all such 
as were not members, which beiag done ac- 
cordingly, so 


Mr. Shippen made the following speech : 


Mr, Speaker, : 

There was no occasion for so great and 
solemn a preparation fur what I have to say; 
but as I did not take the liberty to give ies 
any trouble in the committee, I will now beg 
leave to say a few words to the question before 
us. Bias 
I have, in many former debates in this 
House, heard parliamentary faith often meit- 
tianed, and much insisted on, Particularly [ 
remember, that last session of Parliament, 
when it was proposed that Scotland should pay 
equally with England, towards a duty which 
was then raised, or rather revived, and applicd 
to the current service of the year, a certain 
honourable gentleman told us, and insisted 
much upon it, that it was a breach of Parlia- 
mentary faith. I wonder to see that gentle- 
man, who was last year so nice an observer 
of Parliamentary faith, now so forward for com- 
mitting what I take to be a real breach of 
Parliamentary faith. 

I remember the time when the law, which 
we are now going to break through, was 
brought into this House; I remember that the 
gentleman, who brought it im, introduced it 
with the greatest solemnity: he told us, that it 
was to be luoked on as a fundamental law of 
the realm, and that therefore it was to be al- 
sh oa in the greatest reverence and esteem ; 
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that no attempt was ever to be made for en- 
croaching upon or altering it; that it was a law 
which was always to be deemed sacred; and 
that the surpluses or excesses of the funds 
thereby established were always to be religiously 
preserved, and appropriated to the paying off 
the debts of the nation. He then said, That it 
was upon the strict and religious observance of 
this law, that the credit and the future bap- 
piness and glory of this nation entirely de- 
pended; and in pursuance of what he said, 
the words of the law were made very plain and 
express, ‘ That all the excesses and surpluses 
‘there mentioned, should be apprupriated to 
‘the discharging the principal and interest of 
‘such national debts, as were incurred before 
“the 25th of December 1716, and were de- 
‘ clared to be national debts, and not provided 
* for by Parliament, in such manner as should 
‘be directed by any future act, and to or for 
‘ uo other use whatever.’ 

These are the words of that law, and by 
these words it is plain, that the Sinking-fund is 
not absolutely at the disposal of Parliament; 
the Parliament may direct what debts are to be 
paid off, but the Parliament cannot direct those 
surpluses and excesses to any other use besides 
that of paying the national debts before the 
year 1716, without repealing that law ; and as 
all the public creditors have as much a 1ight to 
have their principal paid as their interest, we 
certainly cannot divert that fund which is ap- 
propriated for the payment of their principal, 
without their consent, uo more than we can 
divert those funds which are appropriated to- 
wards the payment of their interest; it is a 
breach of Parliamentary faith in the one case as 
well as in the ower. It is to be presumed, 
that it was upon the faith of this law, that so 
inany became soon afterwards purchasers of 
our public tunds, by which we have since been 
enabled to redace the interest payable upon 
them, and have thereby considerably increased 
this same sinking-fund ; and can it be suid, that 
Parliamentary faith is observed towards those 
purchasers, if without their consent that law 
be bruke through, which was the greatest, 
perhaps the only temptation for them to 
purchase ? 

I am really surprized to hear gentlemen argue 
as they do upon the present subject ; but I re- 
mewiber that the author of, or at least he who 
brought in that law, was a country-gentleman, 
and therefore I du not at all wonder to see a 
minister of state endeavour to tear down avy 
monument, that was erected by a country-gen- 
tleman; but I would have gentlemen reflect, 


that be that pulis down a monument of glory,. 


erects thereby to himself a monument of infa- 
my. For my part, I bave always heen a coun- 
try-gendeman in this House: I am afraid, 
afraid I ought oot tu say, for I desire to con- 
tinue always to be a country-gentleman; and 
theretore I am for preserving entire and in- 
vieluted this monument of glory, which was 
erected by an honest country gentleman ; and 
for this reason I cannot agree with the Com- 
mile ui the resolution now before us, 


Sir William Yonge spoke next : 

Mr. Speaker, 

As we had the sentiments of most gentlemen 
on the subject now before us when in the con- 
mittee, I was in hopes that the resolution would 
now have been agreed to without any farther 
debate, but I find itis otherwise. An bonoure 
ble gentleman over the way pretends to bem 
great fear, and to dread dangerous conse 
quences from this resolution; but how he ot 
any other gentleman can be at present unde 
any such apprehension, I cannot comprehend; 
there cannot be the least reason, or so much a3 
any colour of reason for such, as long as the 
present royal family possesses the throne of 
these kingdoms; it can never be suspected that 
his present Majesty, or any of his illustrious 
family, will ever think parliaments useless, or 
make any attempt for laying them aside; such 
a thing might, indeed, very probably happen, if 
by a revolution, a revolution I say, for I shall 
never give it the name of a restoration, the Pre- 
tender to his Majesty’s crown, or any of his 
descendents, should get the possession of the 
throne; the creditors of the public might then, 
indeed, despair of ever having either their prin- 
cipal or their interest; they would then be told 
that none of the public debts ought to be paid, 
because they were all contracted without any 
legal authority, and for keeping the righiul 
beir from the crown: parliamentary faith woud 
then, indeed, be laughed at, and those taxes, 
which are now appropriated and faithfully ap- 
plied to the payment of the public credion, 
would then be all at once converted tu the 
support of tyranny and arbitrary power. 

This would certainly be the fatal conse- 
quences of such an unhappy revulution; but 
how invidious is it so much as to suspect any 
such design in his Majesty, or any of hus family 
who shall succeed to the crown; their utle, 
their right to the crown, flows from the autho- 
rity of parliament, and entirely depends upos 
the preservation of our present happy constite- 
tion; how then can it be supposed that they 
will destroy parliaments, since by the destruc- 
tion of them, they would certainly destroy 
themselves? But I find chose groundless jer 
lousies and fears are pretended not only in this 
House, but they are industrious! y spread through 
all parts of the nation; for] had myself a lettes 
lately from the corporation I have the honour 
to represent, desiring me not to consent Co any 
extension of the excise-laws, because our parlis- 
ments would be thereby rendered useless: this 
letter came to me by the post, but by whom i 
was wrote, I do not know; however, from 
thence I conclude, that it has been represented 
to the people in that country, that if a certain 
scheme now upon the aavil should succeed, 
parliaments would be rendered quite useless, 
and would be laid aside. The vulgar and the 
ignurant ple may be possessed with such 
fears; such pretences may be made use of 
among them, but I little expected to bare 
heard any such arguments made use of in Uus 
Tlouse. 
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I am, indeed, surprised to hear it so much as 
insinuated that the present resolution is any 
breach of parliamentary faith, or that the pub- 
lic creditors have a right to demand that no 
part of the sinking fund can be applied to any 
thing but to their payment. The case of the 
Sinking Fund ts very different from those taxes 
which are appropriated towards the payment of 
their interest; it was upon the faith of this Jast 
appropriation, that they lent their money, and 
therefore they cannut be diverted to any other 
use without their consent; but the Sinking 
Fand was established long after, there was no 
money lent to the public by any man upon the 
faith of that Fund; and therefure it is entirely 
at the disposal of -parliament; the legislature 
may convert it to any use they please, without 
the consent of any man, or ofany body of men; 
ds to the disposal thercot, we are under no re- 
straint but that of the public good; and as I 
am convineed that what is proposed by this 
resolution is the best thing we can do fur the 
public good, theretore I shall be for agreeing 


with our Committee. é 
Mr. William Pulteney replied : 
Mr. Speaker, 


The fears, which my honourable friend has 
expressed, are most just and reasonable, how- 
ever groundless they may at present appear to 
the gentleman who spuke last. His present 
Majesty is known to us, we know that all his 
designs are just and honourable, and we know 
that he will not allow himself to be misled by 
any guilty minister ; he is tuo good to think of 
trampling upon the rights and liberties of the 
subject, for tne sake of protecting any high 
Criminal whatever. But we cannot certainly 
know what is to happen hereafter ; we cannot 
depend on the dispositions, the humours, or 
the designs of all the princes, even of the pre- 
sent royal family, that may in course succeed 
to one another. Who knows but a prince not 

_ yet born may arise, even of the present royal 
family, who finding himself possessed of a re- 
venue, which he may raise by virtue of the 
laws in being, and which he knows to be suf- 
ficient for the support of his government, with- 
out any assistance from parliaments, may from 
thence conclude, that parliaments are useless 
to him, and therefore resolve tolay them aside? 
The present royal family has as yood a right to 
the crown, as ever any family had that swayed 
the sceptre of this kingdom ; their right to the 
crown no more depends upon parliaments, than 
the right of any former royal family ever did ; 
and yet we know, that some of our former 
kings have had views of overturning the rights 
and the liberties of the people. The only bar- 
rier against such designs, is to take all proper 
Care that it shall never be in any future prince's 

berties, and this is our only secutity in time to 

come, 
The honourable gentleman has, I do not 
know how, lugged the Pretender into this de- 
ate; I'am sure the mentioning of that bug- 
was as foreign to the subject in hand, as it 
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ever can be to any debate that can happen in 
this House ; But ts the Pretender the only per- 
son we have to fear? No, there isno prince 
in Europe from whom we bave less to fear than 
from hin; he has so little power or interest in 
this nation, that our liberties can never be in 
any danger from hin, and I hope the preseic 
royal family-wall always be so fully possessed cf 
tbe bearts and affections of the people, that it 
never will be in the Pretender’s power to do us 
any harm. The only hopes he can ever have 
must arise from the arbitrary designs of the 
prince upon the throne, and therefore we ought 
carefully to avoid all Chose measures, which 
may give a foundation forthe forming of any 
such designs in time to come. - 

Sir William Wyndham spoke next against the 
motion : , 

Mr. Speaker, 

I did not design to have given the House 
any trouble this day ; but such insinuations are 
thrown out, and so often repeated by sotue 
gentlemen in this Hliouse, as I cannot with pa- 
tience sit still and hear. I generally observe, 
that when proper answers cannot be made to 
what gentlemen advance, then, Jacobitism is 
brought in; and: becaase some gentlemen in 
this House take tbe liberty to differ from others, 
therefore they must be taxed with the terrible 
name of Jacobite; I wish that gentlemen would 
resolve for the future always to give us argu- 
ments, and not names, for the support of their 
opinions. For my own part, I will leave it to 
the whole world to judge who most pursue the 
principles of the Revolution, they who are for 
supporting the government in that way, which 
is most easy and least burthensome to the peo- 
ple ; or they who are for duing it ina way, 
which is so odious and so burthensome tothe — 
whole nation. 

Whenever there are any just fears of the Pre- 
tender ; if there ever shall happen to be any real 
designs in his favour, which I hope never will, 
then I shall do as I always have done, I shall 
shew by my actions what my principles are. I 
believe I stand in the opinion of mankind 
acquit of any imputation of jacobitism, as much ~ 
as the honourable gentleman over the way, 
or any gentleman in this House; and there- 
fore, I as much despise that imputation, as I 
despise being always a servile assentator to 
every thing proposed by the administration. 
But as such insinuations have been often thrown 
out against me in this House, I must let gentle- 
men know, that it js a treatment, which I think 
inconsistent with the dignity of this House, 
and atreatment which I will no Jonger bear 
with, 

Mr. Shippen said : 

Mr. Speaker, 

I believe I have no occasion to make any 
professions of what I am; but I must take no- 
tice that in private lite, any voluntary secur 
ties, that may be granted to creditors after the 
borrowing of their money, are as binding upon 
the granter, and ought to be as religiously ob- 
served, as those that were granted at the time 


ra 
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the money was lent ; This is certainly the case 
as to all private affairs, and I cannot think but 
that the case is the same with respect to public 
transactions. I do not know, but that some 
gentlemen in this louse may be offended at my 
so much as mentioning the reign of king James 
II. yet upon the present occasion [ must men- 
tion it; and the observation I shall make is, 
that that unfortunate prince took many wrong 
ateps, ran himself into great dificulties, and at 
Jast lost his crown, by following too implicitly 
the wicked councils of a bad minister ; and 
that very minister most basely betrayed, and at 
last déserted his master. One of the greatest 
misfortunes of that prince, and that which 
contributed most to his overthrow, was his 
keeping up a standing army in time of peace ; 


* he did it, indeed without the consent of parlia- 


ment, but he did it at his own expence ;“he 
did it without laving any charge upon the peo- 
ple ; and he did it without consent of parita~ 
ment, because he could not find a pariiament 
mercenary and corrupt enough to give their 
consent. 

Then sir Robert Walpole and lord Tyrcon- 
nel spoke in favour of the Resolution ; and 
Mr. Wyndham against it. At last the question 
being put, it was carried to agree with the 
Committee, without any division ; After which 
the question was put vpon the second Resolu- 
tion, and agreed to withuut opposition. 


Debate in the Commons concerning a Call of 
the House, in expectation of the Excise Scheme 
bering brought in.*) Feb. 27. The order of the 
day, for the cali of the House was read, and a 
motion being made for adjourning it till that 
day fortnight, 


* The following is Mr, Coxe’s Account of 
this Scheme: 


“* Tam now arrived at that important period 
in the life of sir Robert Walpole, which relates 
to what is usually called the Excise Schente, or 
in other words, the plan for subjecting the duties 
on Wine and Tobacco to the laws of Excise; a 
measure which raised a great ferment in the na- 
tion, because it was perverted by the malignant 
Spirit of party, and was not thoroughly uoder- 
stood by sober and impartial persons; but 
which reason, and the disinterested voice of pos- 
terjty has sanctioned and justified. 

‘On this subject, a judicious writer, [Tuc- 
ker’s Elements of Commerce and Theory of 
Taxes, p. 148, a book printed but not pub- 
lished,] who well understood the principles of 
commerce, has observed, ‘ without entering 
* into a defence of all parts of his conduct, I 
* am persuaded that impartial posterity will do 
* lim the justice to acknowledge, that if ever a 
“ statesman deserved well of the British nation, 
“sir Robert Walpole was the man. Indeed, 
* the only true way of discovering, whether we 
‘are advancing or retreating in our political 
‘and commercial capacity, is to con;pare the 
* past with the present, and to examine whe- 


Sir John Ruskout stood up, and spoke us 
follows : 

Mr. Speaker, : 

Ido not rise up to oppose putting off thé call 
of the House till this day fortnight ; that I shail 
easily agree to; but there being, as I imagine, 
a certain Scheme or Project to be brought into 
this House, which seems to be of very great 
cousequence to the whole nation, I wish that 
the call of the House may be appointed to be 
about the time, when that scheme is to be laid 
before us. For my part, I know nothing about 
it, I cannot tell when we are to have the plea 
sure of seeing that famous project ; but I wish 
that some gentleman, who knows more of it 
than I do, would get up and fix a day when he 
thinks it will be brought in, and then move 
that the call of the House may be put off till 
that day, or till some day about that time. 

We have been long in expectation of seeing 
this glorious scheme, which is to render us all 
completely happy ; we have waited for it with 
impatience ever since the beginning of this 
session of parliament; we imagined, as had 
been insinuated to usin the preceding session, 
that it was to come in lieu ot the one shilling 
in the pound Land-Tax, as a supply for the 
current service of the year; but in this we 
are disappointed; tbat measure has, it seems, 
been altered, and we have seen this ease as to 
the Land-Tax otherways supplied. I do not 
know whether the Scheme itself has lately met 
with any alterations or amendments, but J hope, 
if it be to be laid before us this session, that it 
will not be put off tll towards the end of the 
session, when gentlemen are tired out with at- 
tendance, and obliged to return home to mind 
their own private affairs. If a scheme of that 


‘ ther we have the same quantity of pernicioss 
‘ taxes, and monopolizing patents, as we had 
‘formerly. If we have not, it is oor business 
“to be thankful for the deliverance we have re- 
* ceived, and to unite our endeavours to be freed 
‘from the remainder. This is real patriotism 
‘ and public spint. 

‘One of the great merits of sir Robert Wal- 
‘pole, and in which perhaps no minister ever 
‘approached him, was that of simplifying the 
‘ taxes, abolishing the numerous petty compl 
‘ cated imposts which checked commerce an 
‘ vexed the fair trader, and substituting in ther 
“stend more equal and simple. 

¢ But to omit matters of lesser note, the wisest 
* proposal to relieve the nation was the Excise 
‘ Scheme, by means of which the whole island 
‘ would bave been one general Free Port, and 
‘a magazine and common storehouse for ail 
‘ nations. ; 

“It was not indeed a perfect scheme at its 
‘first appearance ;- but the foundation was 
‘ good, and a few alterations would bave ren- 
‘ dered it a most useful institution for the pur- 
‘ poses of national commerce. But the basi- 
‘ness of those times was not to alter, mend, of 
‘improve, but to oppose, and to raise a fer 
‘ment. But even in its most imperfect sate 


a 
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consequence be at all brought in, it certainly 
ought to be brought in when the House is full, 
thatit may be considered, and approved or re- 
jected, by as many members as can possibly 


‘it would have defeated the views of monopo- 
6 lists, and bave proved of great national ad- 
‘vantage. If the bill had been so worded as 
¢ to be only permissive, not compulsory, every 
‘man in the kingdom would have made the 
¢ Excise Scheme his own choice, that is, he 
‘would have preferred the method of putting 
¢his goods in a warehouse, and paying the 
4 duties as he wanted them, rather than paying 
“the duties all at once at the custom-house. 
* As a proof of this, let it be observed, that the 
“very men who made the loudest clamour 
‘ against the Excise Scheme, in a few years pe- 
‘ titioned for a much worse, the present law 
‘relating to tobacto; which is allowed on all 
“hands to be an excise scheme in effect, and 
*to have inconveniences, which the Excise 
“Scheme had not. But to give some salvo to 
‘the matter, the word Permit is changed to 
* that of Certificate.’ 

¢* Either the Excise Scheme was not such as 
it is here explained, or the opposition to it was 
founded on principles of error, misrepresenta- 
tion, and party. Let me then be permitted to 
consider by what means the nation in general 
was induced to give such a decided resistance 
to the bill, and to make as public and as loud 
rejoicings when it was relinquished, as upon 
the most glorious national victory ever gain- 
ed over our eneinies iu times of the greatest 
danger. i 

«¢ In attempting to develope these causes, it 
may be expedient to trace the History of 
the Excise from its first introduction into Eng- 
Jand, until the opening of Walpole’s scheme. 

“ The first attempt to impose it was made in 
1626, by a commission under the great seal, 
issued to thirty-three lords and others of the 
privy council, but the parliament having re- 
monstrated, it was judged by both Houses con- 
trary to Jaw, and the commission accordingly 
cancelled by the King. So odious was the 
very name, that if we may credit Howel, sir 
Dudley Carleton, then secretary of state, bav- 
ing only named it in the House of Commons, 
with a view to shew the happiness which the 
people of England enjoyed above other nations, 
in being exempted from that imposition, was 
suddenly interrupted, called to the bar, and 
nearly sent to the Tower. 

<* During the civil wars in 1641, parliament 
ventured to impose an excise on beer, ale, 
cyder, and perry; bat although they pleaded 
absolute necessity in excuse for this expedient, 
and continued it only from month to month; 

et the execution of it raised riots in London. 

he populace burnt down the Excise House in 
Smithfield, and nothing but a standing army, 
adds the Craftsman, would have forced it upon 
the people at that time, when they were greatly 
disaffected to the king and favourable to the 
parliament. : 


be brought together. As soon as the time for 
its being brought in shall be fixed, and the 
call of the House accordingly appeinted, then 
I shalltake the liberty to move tor letters to 


“< Although Charles the First, in one of his 
declarations, charged parliament with imposing 
insupportable taxes and odioas excises upon 
their fellow subjects; yet he was afterwards 
under the necessity of recurring: to the same 
ezpedieat. Accordingly, excises were laid on 
by both parties, though both of them declared 
that they should be continued only till the end 
of the war, and then abolished. 

“‘ Soon afterwards the parliament imposed it 
on sugar, butcher's meat,and on su many other 
commodities, that it might justly be called ge- 
neral, in pursuance of a plan laid down by 
Pymn, in a letter to sir John Hotham; ‘ That 
‘ they had proceeded to the excise in many par- 
‘ ticulars, and intended to go farther; but that 
‘ it would be necessary to use the people to it 
‘ by little and little.’ | 

** At the Restoration, the Excise was abo- 
lished on all articles of consumption, except 
beer and ale, cyder and perry, which preduced 
a clear revenue, according tu Davenant, of 
666,383/. These duties were divided into two 
equal portions; the hereditary Excise, because 
granted to the crown for ever, in recompence 
tor the court of wards, purveyance, and the 
levies abolished by act of parliament; the other 
the temporary Excise, because granted only for 
the life of the king. 

“On the accession of James the Second, 
parliament not only renewed the temporary 
Excise on his life, but also increased it by ad- 
ditional duties on wines, vinegar, tobacco, 
and sugar, which however were suffered to ex- 

ire. 

The immediate effects of the revolution were 
to diminish the excises, supposed to be of a na- 
ture peculiarly obnoxious to the spirit and prin- 
ciples of the constitution. But the necessity of 
raising money to defend our religion and liber-. 
ties became so urgent, that even this species of 
imposition was adopted. Excise on salt, on 
the distillery, and on malt, since known by the 
name of the malt tax, were then first intro- 
duced; an additional excise on beer produced 
alone 450,000/. and the sums raised by those 
daties during the reign of William, amounted 
to 13,649,328/. or nearly a million per annum. 

‘¢ But so great were the necessities which the 
wat on the Spanish succession intailed on the 
nation, during the reign of queen Amne, that the 
aversion to the excise did not prevent additional 
duties on several articles of consumption, and it 
produced in her reign 20,859,311/. or nearly 
1,738,275. per annum. 

«¢ During the whole reign of George the First, 
no excise was laid on, except a small duty on 
wrought plate, under the administration of Sun- 
derland. But the internal tranquillity of the 
country, and the exemption from foreign war, 
Increasing the produce of the taxes, the excise 
yielded, in 13 years, $0,431,451. or about 
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the sheriffs, as have been often practised on 
the like occasions. Hereupon 

Sir Robert Walpole stood up and spoke as 
follows : 


2,340,000/. perannum. Its unpopularity how- 
ever was not abated by long usuge, and the laws 
for the collection were necessarily so severe, 
and so often exercised in preventing frauds and 
ponies smugglers, that they were considered 

y many persons as encroaching on private pro- 
perty and personal liberty. 

“< Such were the prejudices conceived against 
the excise, that the principal writers on finance, 
government and trade, trom the revolution to 
the period under consideration, almost uni- 
formly condemn it; and a plausible notion pre- 
vailed, that as the real income of every country 
originates from the land, all taxes should be at 
once imposed on landed property. 

«* Even Davenant, who well understood the 


nature of taxes in general, and has so ably 


written on public credit, was deceived in this 
particular. Because at that time the excise 
had the effect of sinking the price of the subject 
excised instead of raising the price of the pro- 
duce, he concluded that ail excises fall ultimate- 
lv upon the land, and proposed as more equit- 
able, the poll tax and land tax. 

** Thesauthority of Locke also contributed to 
spread the same notion, and his opinion against 
the establishment of the excise, was quoted 
with due effect by the Craftsman. That great 
philosopher, whose writings tended so much to 
expand and enlighten the human mind, had 
without due consideration asserted, that all im- 
positions on articles of consumption fell ulti- 
mately upon land. The natural consequeace 
theretore of that position was, that any addi- 
tional duties on wine and tobacco could notul- 


timately ease the Jandholder, and therefore’ 


could not fulfill the intention held forth to the 
country gentlemen, as an argument in favour of 
the Bill. 
“This system, though exploded by a more 
intelligent age, had a surprising influence on all 
ranks and descriptions of men at that time, 
when the principles of commerce and taxation 
were little understood and less followed. The 
opposition laid great stress on this argument; 
and in conformity to the existing opinion, sir 
William Wyndham did not scruple to declare 
it. as demonstrable as any’ proposition in 
* Euclid, that if we actually paid a land tax of 
‘10s. in the pound, without paying any other 
© excises or sgiies, our liberties would be much 
. “more secur®, and every landed gentleman 
“might live at least in as much plenty, and 
“might make a better provision for his family, 
‘ than. under the present mode of taxation. 
‘‘Qn the contrary the sagacity of Walpole 
led him to perceive, that a tax on landed pro- 
perty was a greater burtben to the subject than 
taxes on articles of consumption. He was fully 
aware that the excise laws obstruct the opera- 
tions of the smugglers more effectually than the 
Tews of the customs; that the method of levy- 


Sir; As to the Scheme mentioned by the bo- 
nourable gentleman who spoke last, it is cer- 
tain that I have a Scheme which I intend very 
soon to lay befure you. Iam resolved very 


ing taxes in use, was more burthensome upon 
trade, and more expensive to the merchanu, 
than the raising of them by excise, and that it 
would be more beneficial tu commerce, and 
would considerably increase the revenue, if all, 
or the greater part of the customs were converted 
into excises. But ashe well knew the aversion 
which the nation entertained against the excise, 
and as he was unwilling to deviate from bis own 
great principle of government, not to rouse 
things which are at rest, he proposed gradually 
to introduce his plan by abolishing the land 
tax, and substituting other metheds, until be 
could venture to come forwards with the pro- 
pusal of bis great sclieme tor extending the cx- 
cise. 

“With this view he made an alteration in 
the duties on coffee, tea, and chocolate by abo- 
lishing the import datics aud subjecting them to 


‘inland duties, and to the same mode of coliec- 


tion as is practised in the excise. But as he still 
suffered them to be lev.ed as customs, ard pru- 
dently omitted to menuon the word excise, th:s 
ameudment met with no opposition, and in 
creased the duties on tea, coffee, and chocolate 
about 120,000/. a year. 

‘* Fur the same puspose he proposed the re- 
vival of the salt duty, which had been abolished 
in 1729, because he conceived, that a revival of 
excise duties on commodities formerly subjected 
to that mode of collection would not be regard- 
ed with so jealous an eye as a new impostio 
the same line. 

“ But though he thus endeavoured to con- 


ceal bis intended purpose, yet the opposition 


penetrated his scheme; in the debate which 
took place on that subject, they first threw dowa 
the gauntlet, and dwelt with unabated energy 
on the apprehensions of a general excise, asthe 
war whoop to spread an alarm throughout the 
country, and as the death warrant of nationa 
liberty. It was then that, provoked by the pe- 
tulance of his adversaries, and entertaining too 
great acontempt of their arguments, with more 
spirit than judginent, and with more attention 
to the dictates of truth, than to the temper of 
the times, he anticipated the intended mention 
of bis extensive views, and laid down the grest 
plan before it was sufficiently matured, and be- 
fore the nation was able to consider and appre- 
ciate its excellence. He unequivocally deciared 
that the land tax was the most uvequal, must 
grievous,and the most oppressive tax ever known 
in this country ; atax not to be raised Gut in 
times of the greatest necessity ; and 1n answer 
to those who opposed the revival of the salt du- 
ties, because it was partly levied under the ex- 
cise, he ventured to declare that an excise !s 
only a word for a tax levied in a different man- 
ner. He addéd, ‘ If it be found by experience, 
‘that the present method of raising our taxes 
‘more burthensome upon oer trade, and more 
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svon to make a motion, for this House to go 
inte a Committee of the whole House on some- 
thing or another; I have not, indeed, as yet 
fully determined what my motion shall be, but 


* inconvenient and expensive than the excise, I 
‘see uo manner of reason why we should be 
‘ fr:gbtened by these two words, ‘ general ex- 
* cise,’ from changing the method of collecting 
* the taxes we now pay, and choosing that which 
‘18 most convenient for the trading part of the 
‘nation’. 

‘¢ This manly avowal of his sentiments in 
favour of the excise laws, was naturally deem- 
ed by opposition the prelude to his adoption 
of them, and magnified into a scheme for a 
general excise of all the necessaries of life. 

.*¢ Aware of having prematurely advanced no- 
tions which the age could not comprehend, a 
pamphlet was published on this subject, under 
his auspices, intitied, ** Some general considera- 
* tions concerning the alteration and improve- 
“ ment of the revenues ;” in which an attempt 
was made to iuform the people, that the scheme 
was founded onthe first principles of commerce 
and taxation, aud in no degree derogatory from 
the liberties of the subject. 

“ Butin this progressive plan he was baffled 
by opposition, who emploved against him all 
the powers of wit and eloquence, which they 
possessed in so abundant a degree , andit must 
be confessed the scheme was not defended with 
equal energy and spirit. ‘The nation took the 
alarm; and before the scheme was understoud, 
even belureit was formally proposed, the wri- 
ters in opposition,more particularly the Crafts- 
man, delineated sucha hideous picture of the 
Excise, as raised among the people the most 
terribie apprehensions. These weekly essays, 
Cullected and published under che title of * Ar- 
Ruments against Excises,” contributed to pervert 
the judgment, and excite the rage of the deluded 
multitude. Against the united shafts of so- 
phistry, wit, and ridicule, adapted to the 
prejudices and conceptions of the people, 
the weapons of sober truth and reason had no 
effect. 

“« The grand object of the bill was to give ease 
to the landed interest, by the total abolition of 
the land tax; to prevent frauds ; to decrease 
smuggling ; to augment the revenue; to sim- 
plify the taxes, and facilitate the collection of 
them at the least possible expence. 

“ The great vutiines of the plan were to con- 
vert the customs into duties of excise, and to 
meliorate the laws of the excise, in such a 
manner, as to ubviate their abuses or oppres- 
sions, 

‘* Such were the object and general outlines 
ofthe plan. The specific propositions were, to 
divide the commodities into taxed -and not 
taxed, and to confine the taxed commodities to 
8 few articles of general consumption. To 
comprehend among the untaxed commodities, 
the principal necessaries of life, and all the raw 
materials of manufacture. The tree importation 
of the necessaries of life would, by rendering 


I suppose it will be for this House to go into a 
Committee on the State of the public revenue, 
or on the frauds committed in the collecting 
thereof, or on the frauds committed in some 


those necessaries cheaper, reduce the price of 
labour. The reduction of the price of labour 
would diminish the priceof home manufactures, 
and increase thereby the demand in all foreign 
markets, by underselling those ofother nations. 
The free importation of raw materials would 
reduce the price of manufactures, and the cheap- 
ness of the goods would secure both the home 
consumption, gnd a great command in the fo- 
reign markets; and it was this regulation 
which induced Tucker to say, that by means of 
this scheme the whole island would become one 
general free port. | 

*¢ So much tor the commodities untaxed. But 
even the trade of the taxed commodities would 
be augmented, and both the foreign and home 
trade would enjoy considerable advantages. 
The foreign trade would be benefited, because . 
the commodities delivered out of the warehouse 
for exportation, being exempted from all im- 
posts, would be perfectly free ; and the carry- 
ing trade, under these regulations, would be 
highly increased. ‘The home trade would be 
benefited, because the importer, not being 
obliged to advance the duty, on the commodi- 
ties delivered for interiur cunsumption, untill 
he disposed of his goods, would afford to — 
sell them cheaper, than if he had been obliged 
to advance the duty atthe moment of impor- 
tation. 

Such, according to the opinion of a very ju- 
dicious writer [Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vol. 
3. p. 358,] wasthe objectof the famous Ex- 
cise Scheme. | 

«‘ Preparatory to its introduction, a commit- 
tee had been appointed to inspect into the 
frauds and abuses committed in the customs; 
and on the 7th of June, 1732, sir John Cope, 
the chairman, presented their Report to the 
House. Though it was of infinite importance, 
and of so great length as to comprise, when 
printed, 103 pages in folio; yet the committee 
vere so sensible that they had not fully ex- 
plored all the recesses of fraud, and had left 
great part of their task unaccomplished, that 
they accompanied this elaborate document with 
an apolugy for its imperfections, in which they 
observed, that the shortness of the session 
would not allow them to make it so complete as 
they might otherwise have done, and that the 
oumber and intricacy of the various frauds, ren- 
dered a thorough disquisition almost impracti- 
cable. 

In this report they adverted to the frauds 
committed by traders in tobacco, tea, brandy, 
and wine, and in the course of it displayed 
scenes of dishonesty, perjury, informing, vio- 
lence, and murder, which would appear to sancs 
tion almost any measure, however violent, by 
which so borfible a stigma could be removed 
from the mercantile body, and from the fiscal 
laws of the country. It was proved by unde- 
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particular branch or branches of the revenue; 
it must be, I believe, a motion to some such 
porno? ‘If the call-of the House be appointed 
or this day furtuight, 1 believe I shall be fully 
determined between this and that time, and so 
he able to move for sume such Committee ; 
the House may the appoint a day for going 
into the Committee moved for, that so every 
member may have notice to attend if he 
pleases. 

Ido sot desire, I never did desire to surprise 
this House into any thing, nor had, I thank 
God, ever any occasion to use the low art of 
taking advantage of the end of the session, 
for any thing I had to propose or would pro- 
pose to this House; but when the House does 
resolve itself into some: such Committee as I 
now mention, I will then lay before that Com- 
mittee a Scheme which I have long thought of, 
which is, 1 am convinced, for the good of the 
nation, and which, if agreed to, will improve 
both the trade of the nation and the public re- 
venue. I never had any ‘intention to propose 


niable evidence, that by perjury, forgery, and 
the most impudent collusion, io the article of 
tobacco, the revenue was frequently defrauded 
to the amount of one third of the duties, and 
that in many cases, an allowance had been dis- 
honestly obtained, as a drawback on re-expor- 
tation, exceeding the sum originally received 
by government, which in the port of London 
only,sustained by these means a luss of 100,000/. 
per annum. The smugyling of tea aod brandy 
was conducted so openly and so audaciously, 
that since Christmas 1723, a period ouly of nine 
ears, the number of custom house officers 
eaten and abused amounted to 250; and siz 
had been murdered. 251,320 pounds weight of 
tea, and 652,924 gallons of brandy had been 
seized and condemned; and upwards of 2,000 
persons prosecuted. 229 boats and ether ves- 
sels had been condemned, 185 of which had 
been burot, and the remainder retained for the 
service of the crown. The smuggling of wine 
was managed with so much art, or the conni- 
vance of the revenue officers so etfectually se- 
cured, that witbin the period of mine years, 
only 2,208 bogsheads had been condemned, 
though it appeared, fiom depositions on oath, 
that in the space of two years, 4738 hogsheads 
had been run in Hampshire, Dorsetshire, and 
Devonshire only, and on inquiry, 30 officers 
were dismissed, and informations entered again st 
400 persons; 38 were committed to jail, 118 
admitted evidence, and 45 had compounded. 

“ Notwithstanding the tacts contained in this 
report, and the endeavours used to enlighten 
the public mind, the opposition had been s0 
assiduous and successful in the dissemination 
of slander and suspicion, that they looked fur- 
ward with impatience to the introduction of the 
miunister’s plan, as the certain means of triumph 
to them, aud of disgrace to him: Indeed, con- 
sidering the nature of the contest, they could 
hardly be thought too sanguine in their expec- 
tations of the event. The members of any ad- 
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itasa Supply for the current service of the 
year; I was always sensible that no such thiog 
could be done; but if it be agreed to, and if 
upon atrial it be found to bring in any ad- 
dition to the public revenue, this House may 
then dispose of that increase in the following 
session of parliament as they shall judge pro- 
per; tll then it cannot be appropriated, be 
cause till then it cannot be knowa what the 
amount may be. When the amount of the 
increase of the revenue thereby is once ascer- 
tained, that increase may then be brought in 
aid of the one shilling in the pound Land-Tax, 
and thereby that ease may be continued to che 
poor land-holders for years to come, if so the 
future parliaments shall think fit. 

As for the Scheme’s having received altera- 
tions and.amendments, I do not know but it, 
mav; I never thought myself so wise as to 
stand in vo need of assistance; on the con- 
trary, Iam always ready to receive advice and 
instruction from others, and I shall always be 
ready to add, to alter, or to amend any thing 
1 have thought of, by the advice, and upoo the 


ministration proposing measures for giving addi- 
tional strength to government, for restraining 
the turbulent, or suppressing fraud, are opeu 
to every species of calumny, assailable by all 
the weapons of eloquence, wit, ridicule, person- 
ality, and mjsrepresentation; while in-their de- 
fence, they are restricted to the use of those to- 
pics which make their impression only by farce 
of time and experjence. The majesty of argu- 
nentative eloquence, and the glate of wit, ere 
undervalued when eloquence is supposed to be 
biassed by interest, and wit is divested of per- 
sonality aud caustic satire, which alone. casa 
inake it pleasing to the multutude. 

‘The writers in the interest of oppositwa 
had syunded the trumpet of alarin from one end 
of the kingdom to the other: they asserted that 
the minister’s plan would not tend tu preveut 
fraud, decrease smuggling, or augment the reve- 
nue; but would destroy the very bemg of Par- 
liament, undermine the coustHution, rendertue 
king absolute, and subject the houses, goods, 
and dealings of the subject to a state inquisi- 
tion. They represented the excise as a mone 
ster feeding on its own vitals; and compared it 
to the Trojan horse, which contained an army 10 
its belly. : 

“ Having by these means agitated the public 
mind to a frenzy of opposition, the enemies ot 
the minister were anxious tu follow their advar- 
tage, to urge him to bring forward his plan be- 
fore the peuple hed leisure for sober reflectiva. 
London, and many places in the country, bad 
given express instructions to their representa- 
tives, to oppose the excise scheme in all ts forms, 
and to use every method to impede its progress ; 
and the members were so anxious to shew chat 
they had not been unmiadtul of these dictates, 
that they seized every opportunity, long betore 
the measure was officially annouuced to the 
house, of adding to the impressions of horror 
already entertained against i.” 

8 
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koformation of those who are conversant in 
such affairs. As tothe Scheme now talked of, 
I have not only examined it by myself as 
thoroughly as I could, but I have taken from 
others all the assistance and advice I could 
et and io all my inquiries in relation thereto, 
have chose to consult with those who, I knew, 
dad a perfect knowledge of such affairs, and 
bad no particular interest in view, nor any 
rivate end to serve: From tbose who may 
Rave by-ends of their own, I never can ex- 
impartial counsel, and therefore I have 
30 this, ag well as every other affair, thought it 
ridiculous to ask their advice. Such as it is, I 
shail be soon ready to lay it before vou; then 
I shall give you all the information I have had 
in the affair, and will be most ready to hear 
and receive all the information or instruction, 
that can be given by any gentleman io this 
House. . 
‘ Jt is certain that there are daily very great 
frauds committed in the collecting of the pub- 
lic revenue, and if any way can be fallen on 
te prevent those frauds, and to sar oa pub- 
lic to receive what it is now justly and legally in- 
titled to, such a project ought to be embraced, 
and the author thereof,’ whoever he may be, 
would deserve the thanks of his country ; for 
‘it woald not only be a great advantage to the 
public revenue, but to every honest arid fair 
trader in the nation; because that wherever a 
¢ax is laid on, and not collected regularly and 
feet from every man subject thereto, it is 
really making the fair trader pay to the public 
what the fraudulent trader turns into his own 
private pecket, and thereby the smugyler is 
enabled to undersell the fair trader in every 
commodity he deals in; by which all the fair 
traders in the nation must be at last ruined and 
undone. 


Sir William Wyndham replied, 


Sir ; 

Ihave not the honour of being let into the 
secret of this extraordinary scheme, I do not 
as yet know what it is; but by all that I could 
ever yet hear of it, J believe, when it is laid 
before us the question thereon will appear to 
‘be, whether we shall sacrifice the constitution 
’ ¢o the preventing frauds in the revenue? This 
Itake to be a very material question, and 
therefore I think it is absolutely necessary to 
have a full House; for which reason, I shall be 
not only for letters to the sheriffs, but also I 
hope that every gentleman in this House will 
write to such of his friends in the country as 


are members, and intreat them to give at-- 


tendance on that important day. 


Sir John Barnard spoke next, 
Sir; 

When the honovrable gentleman js pre- 
pered to lay his scheme before us. I hope he 
will move for some general Committee ; if he 
does, I shall not give the House any trouble ; 
bat if he moves for a Committee to consuler 
the frauds in any particular branch of the re- 
venue, I shall take the liberty to oppose it, be+ 

Von. VII. 


cause there are frauds in every branch of the 
revenue ; and perhaps I shall be able tu shew, 
that there areas many frauds in otber branches 
of the revenue, as there are in those which the 
honourable gentleman has a mind now tn take 
particular notice of. I must think that the 
attaching our inquiries at present to the frauds 
committed in any particular branch, is like 
singling out adeer from the flock, in order to 
be hunted down ; she is to be the first satri- 
fice, but the whole flock are to be hunted down 
at last: This, I believe, is the case, and if I 
have been rightly informed, this scheme, in its 
first conception, was for a general alteration of 
the method of collecting the public revenue : 
It was for a general excise; but that, it seems, 
was afterwards thought too much at once, and 
therefore we are now, I suppose to single out 
only one or two branches, iu order that they 
may be first hunted down; but the very same 
reason, that may prevail with us to subject any 
one branch of the revenues to tbe laws of ex- 
cise, may afterwards prevail with us to subject 
every branch to those arbitrary laws; and as 
such laws are, in my opinion, absulutely incon- 
sistent with liberty, tberefore I must think that 
the question upon this scheme, even altered as 
it seems it is, will be, whether we shall endea- 
vour to prevent frauds in the collecting of the 
public revenues, at the expence of the liberties 
of the people ? 

For my own part, I never was guilty of an 
fraud ; I put it to any’man, be he who he will, 
to accuse me of so much as the appearance of 
a fraud in any trade I was ever concerned in ; 
I am resolved never to he guilty of any fraud. 
It is very true, that these frauds are a very 
great prejudice to all fair traders, and therefore 
I speak against my own interest when I speak 
against any method that may tend towards pre- 
ventirg of frauds; but I shall never put my 

rivate interest in balauce with the interest or 
ppiness of the nation; I had rather beg my 
bread from door to door, and see my country 
flourish, than be the greatest subject in the na- 
tion, and see the trade of my couutry decaying, 
and the people enslaved and oppressed. 


_ Henry Pelham said, 
irs 

I wish this scheme, be what it will, were laid 
before us; for till it is, I believe we shall every 
day be falling into some debate or other about it, 
without knowing any thingofit. I do ndt know 
where the honourable gentleman, who spoke 
last, got his information ; but as I have had the 
honour to converse sometimes with those who 
always knew most of this scheme, I can assure 
him, that there never was any such thing in- 
tended as a general excise, nor was there ever - 
any design of making a general alteration in 
the method of collecting the public revenue. 
But I shall not at present say any thing farther 
upon the subject, because I think it a little odd 
to enter into debates about what we know no- 
thing of. 


oe Perry, member for London, spoke in 
4 a 
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vindication of the merchants dealing io the 
wine and tobacco trade: 

After which the question was put, and the 
Call of the House was put off till that day fort- 
night ; and it was ordered, * That no Member 
of the House should presame to go out of town 
without leave of the House; That no leave 
should be asked fur’ any member to go out 
ef town but between the hours of one 
and two: And that Mr. Speaker should 
write Circular Letters to the sheriffs, and 
stewards of the several counties of Great 
Britairi, requiring the attendance of the Mem- 
bers on that day fortnight: and that the 
House would proceed with the utmost severity 
against such members as should not then attend 
the service of the House.” 

Then Mr. Sandys moved for the House to 
resolve, ** That such Members of that House, 
who should absent themselves witbout leave of 
the House, should be reputed deserters of 
their trust, and neglecters of that duty they 
owed to that House and their country.” — 

Hereupon, several members got up, some of 
whom as was thoaght to have seconded this 
motion; but Mr. Horatio Walpole was 
sgt to by Mr. Speaker, who said, ‘* That 

e€ wns against the motion the honourable 
gentleman had been pleased to make, as being 
@ very extraordinary one, and such as there 
was then no occasion for” and therefore he 
moved for the order of the day, which motion 
was immediately seconded. 

Sir John Rushout then said, That the 
Motion his friend (Mr. Sandys) had made, was 
perhaps a little extraordinary, but it was upon 
a very extraordinary occasion, and not without 

ees and therefore he would be for it. 

0 this 

Sir William Yonge replyed, That an ho- 


nourable gentleman (sir W. Wyndham) had. 


said, That every member ought to write to 
his friends in the country, and desire them to 
give attendance; but if the motion then made 
should be agreed to, they might, in his opinion, 
save themselves the trouble, forthat no member 
then in the country would think he bad one 
friend in the House, if any such resolution 
should he made against him. Hereupon 

Mr. Sandys said, That what he had moved 
for, was so far from being without precedent 
that there was a. precedent fur it very lately, 
and that was io the famous case of Dr. Sa- 
cheverell: that when that affair was before 
‘the House there was such a Resolution made, 
and from thence it was that he took the very 
words of the motion he bad then made. 

Then the question was put upon Mr. Wal- 
pole’s motion for the order of the day, because 
of its Laving heen seconded before Mr. Sandys’s 
motion was seconded, and that being carried 


in the affirmative, the other was dropped of 


Debate in the Lords on the Number of the 
Land Forces.|_ March 6. The order of the 
play being read, for the House to resolve itself 
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into » Committee of the whole House, to coa- 
sider of the Mutiny Bill, 

The Earl of Oxford moved, ‘That it be aa 
instruction to the said Committee, that they do 
reduce the number of forces to 12,000 ef- 
fective men, including invalids, &c.” ‘His lord- 
ship was seconded by 

The Earl of Winchelsea, who shewed the 
dangerous consequences of keeping up so prem 
a number of regular forces within the kmgdom 
in time of peace; and among many other, 
which be enumerated, this he said was one, 
‘¢ That it made ministers of state more daricg 
than otherwise they durst venture to be, both 
in contriving and executing Schemes and Pro- 
jects that were grievous and borthensome to 
the people; schemes that never could ‘enter 
into the heads of any but those who were 
drunk with an excess of power.” 


The Earl of Chesterfield stood up and said: 
My Lords ; 

Whatever may be the bad consequences of 
keeping up a great number of regular forces 
in any country, no argument drawn from 
thence can be any way applicable te the nom- 
ber of regular forces proposed by the Bill now 
before us to be kept up: by this Bill, my lords, 
it is proposed to keep ap only 17 or 18,000 
men; and such a small number is so far 
from being dangerous to the liberties of this 
nation, that it 1s absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of our liberties, and for the sup- 
port of our present happy constitution. 

We must, my lords, suppose two things, be- 
fore we can suppose that the regular forces 
kept up may be of any dangerous consequences 
to our liberties: we must suppose them to be 
sv numerous as to be able to hold the whole 
body of the people under subjection ; and we 
must suppose the eae of the army to be 
all of them such abandoned creatures, as thst 
they will join together unanimously in tbe 
wicked design of enslaving their native cout 
try: in the present case, neither of these sap- 
positions can be made; such a small number 
as that of 17 or 18,000 men, can never 
supposed to be able to hold the whole body of 
the people of Great Britain under any subjec 
tion: we have, I hope, many hundred thor 
sands of brave men in Great Britain, who 
would rise in arms, and would soon swallow up 
such a handful of men as that of oor regular 
army, if they should but once be suspected of 
joining in any design against the liberties of 
the people. ‘And, my lords, I have so good 20 
opinion of the gentlemen now employed im the 
army, that I cannot suppose, I believe no lord 
in this House can suppose, tbat any great 
part of them would join in any wicked -desizn 
for the enslaving of their country ; if any a 
tempts were to be made upon our liberties, i 
am persuaded that the gentlemen of the army 
would be the first to appear egainst such at- 
tempts, and would join heartily, and, I bope, 
unanimously in the defence of their country. 


The Marquis of Tweedale spoke next: 
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My Lords; 

FE am sq far from being of opinion that the 
aumber of regular forces, proposed by this Bill 
to be kept up, is absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of our constitution, in such a 


time as the present, in a time of the most pro- 


found tranquillity, that 1 am thoroughly con- 
winced no such number would be necessary 
even in a time of the most raging war; and, 
my lords, for the support of my opinion, | 
have the experience of all past ages. In the 
ime of the late war there was never any such 
tramber kept up within the kingdom, and yet 
bow vain were al} those attempts that were 
then made against our happy establishment? 
The unnatural rebellion that was raised 
against bis late Majesty, is a convincing proof 
how little necessary it is to keep up such a 
number as is now proposed: there was thena 
very formidable insurrection against the go- 
vernment, polars as formidable an insurrec- 
tion as ever can be made against a just and a 
Jegal government, and yet that insurrection 
was defeated by a very small handful of regular 
forces, a much less number than what is now 
od map to be kept up; for we all very well 
now that that rebellion was defeated before 
the arrival of any of the foreign troops, which 
were then brought into the kingdom. The 
rebels were subdued, and all were soon after 
obliged to submit, or to fly from their native 
country. I wish indeed that some other mea- 
sures had been afterwards pursued, with re- 
gard to those who were engaged in that unjust 
and unnatural affair; the government might 
perhaps have made a better use of their suc- 
cess; for if Iam rightly informed, there was 
not a shilling of the forfeited estates ever came 
to the use of the public, they were all applied 
to the payment of those commissioners and 
officers, who were employed to inguire after 
them. 
It is not easy to determine exactly, what 
articular number of regular forces may be 
- absolutely necessary for preserving a just go- 
vernment; but I am sure, that the best way of 
determining is, from the experience of past 
times ; and whatever number may be necessary 
for supporting a just government, I am assure, 
that any addition made to that number, is a 
step towards the support of an unjust and an 
arbitrary government. The number now pro- 
» 18 not the only thing to be regarded in 
the present question: it is true, there is but 
18,000' proposed to be kept up, but we all 
know that in the manner that this 18,000 is 
modelled, in the manner they are kept up, 
they may upon any emergency be speedily 
augmented to 40,000 effective men: and that 
number, if they stood unanimously together, 
would, I am afraid, be able to support and 
‘sender successful any attempts against the li- 
berties of the nation, notwithstanding the 
great numbers of brave men we may, I hope, 
justly brag of stilt having in Great Britain. 
I bave a8 good an opinion of the officers now 
employed im the army, as any man can have ; 


I have no donbt but that they. would be ready 
to oppose any attempts against the liberties of 
their country, but they are not immortal; nor 
are we sure that they will always be con- 
tinued in command, or that they will he suce 
ceeded by men of the same virtue and honuur ¢ 
if any prince, or any chief muiuister, should 
ever form designs against the liberties of the 
people, to be sure he will first model the army 
for that purpose; he will. dismiss all the men 
of houour, and will put creatures of his own - 
into their room, creatures who will be always 
ready to execute the most unjust, the must 
tyrannical commands tbat he can_ possibly 
give: this, my lords, may be done in a mo- 
ment, and thus the nation may be undone be- 
fore any man can fly to its relief. 

As I have said fan thoroughly convinced 
that the number of regular forces by this Bill 
proposed, is much Jarger than what 1s neces- 
sary for the support of the government, or for 
the preservation of the constitation; I must 
therefore think that the keeping up of so 
great a number is a turning that civil govern- 
ment, under which we have for so many ages 
preserved our liberties, into a military sort of. 
government, under whicls no country ever did, 
it is impossible that any country ever can, 
preserve either their liberties or their proper- 
ties ; under such a government, the possessions 
of every man must entirely depend upon the 
good-will of the chief officers of the army; 
the poor farmers and tradesmen must submit 
to be plundered and mal-treated by every come 
mon soldier, and the men of the best families 
in the nation may often be obliged to sue, in 
the most humble manner, to those who were 
formerly their footinen or menial servants. 
This, to me, my lords, is a most terrible state, 
and therefore I must be for agreeing to the * 
reduction proposed. 


Then the Duke of Newcastle spoke as fol- 
lows: 


My Lords; 

I should he very glad to agree to the reduc- 
tion proposed, or to any reduction; ifI thought 
it any way safe for us to do so; but, my lords, 
I have always observed, and any lord may 
make the same observation from the expe- 
rience of times past, that we never as yet 
made any reduction in'our army, but what it 
encouraged our enemies, both at home and 
abroad, to make attempts towards disturbing 
the peace and quiet of the nation; we might 
perhaps with a less number he able to de- 
feat any insurrection that could be made 
against the government, but then we never 
could be at quiet for any considerable time, 
the enemies of the government would be al- 
ways forming plots and designs against us 3 
and the only method for preventing any such, 
and for preserving peace among ourselves, is 
to keep up such a number of regular forces, as 
may take away from such men all hopes of 
success: the number now proposed is the 
least that can be thought sufficient for such a 


e 
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salutary end, and if it were much greater than 
it is, there would be nothing to be feared from 
it under his present Majesty or any of his il- 
lustrious fawily ; the present royal family is 
established upon the principles of liberty, upon 
‘the principles of the revolution, and it is by 
such principles only that they can support 
themselves: the support of the present royal 
family, and the support of the liberties of the 
mation depend mutually upon one ‘another ; 
they so necessanly depend on one another, 
that neither can be destroyed without invulv- 
ing the other in the same destruction; and 
therefore I never can bave any fears or jea 
lousies of any number of forces kept up under 
his Majesty or any of his family. 

Last year, my lords, I observed that none 
of your lordships declared openly against keep- 
ing up any number of forces, or any army at 
all; you seemed all to agree that it was ne- 
cessary to keep up some regular forces, and 
yet I observe that all those who then a 
peared for a reduction, joined all together in 
voting against the whole Bill: they were 
against having any Bill at all for the punish- 
inent of Mutiny and Desertion; from whence 
I must conclude, that all those who were then 
for a reduction, chose rather to have no Mu- 
tiny Bill, nor any regular army, than not to 
have that number reduced which they had pro- 
posed to be reduced. — 


I do not know, my Lords, what the noble | 


lord meant, when he talked of men’s being 
‘drunk with an excess of power; I do not knew 
any man that js so, or that has any opportunity 
of being so; nor do I know of any schemes that 
have been, or that are to be attempted or exe- 
cuted, that are cither grievous or burthensome 
to the peuple. I have indeed some guess at 
what scleme the noble lord points at, but I 
believe that when that scheme comes before 
us, it will appear to be agreeable to the people, 
at least to all the honest part of the people, 
and it will most certainly appear to be bene- 
ficial to the nation in general. If the gentle 
men who are to propose it, did not think it sd, 
they would he in the wrong to attempt it, I am 
sure they never would attempt it; but if they 
are convinced that it will tend to the improve- 
ment of the trade of the nation, and to the in- 
crease of the revenue, I should think them 
very weak if they were intimidated by those 
clamours that have been artificially raised 
ayainst it, by men whose private interest or 
‘malice bas prompted them to oppose what they 
must know to be for the public good. 

It is true, iny Lords, tlre public tranquillity is 
to all outward appearance at present pretty se- 
- eure, but our tranquiility both at home and 
abroad depends upon so many accidents, that it 
would be very imprudent in us to make any re- 
duction at least tor this year. Even at present 
there are perhaps some very strong reasons for 
us to be upon our guard; we may perhaps very 
soon have occasion for regular forces, but I can- 
not, my lords, explain myself; I beg leave not 
to doit; however, I may say, that I never will 
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‘be for reduction, unless the public tran- 
quillity shall happen to be in such a state as may 
be much more certainly depended on, than % 
can be at present. 

It is certain that there are two great coatend- 
ing powers in Europe, between whom there is 
and will be a constant and a perpetual rivaiship, 
so that it is impossible for ua, to be in an abso- 
lute cordial friendstip with both at one time; 
whenever we fall into any degree of friendship 
with the one, we must always expect to be at 
a sort of variance with the other; while we 
keep ourselves in a good state of defence at 
bome, we shall always be independent of either, 
we need never be obliged to court the friend- 
ship of the one too mach, and we may con 
temn any variance that we may happen to 
be in with the other; but if we should stnp 
ourselves of our own proper defence, we must 
then trust intirely te one of those powers to de- 
fend us against the ‘other, by which means we 
should soon be brought into an absolute de- 
pendence upon one of those powers, and should 
be obliged to join in ety measure, aad to 
agree to every thing that such power could pro- 
pose to us. And asI am convinced that the 
number of regular forces now proposed to be 
kept up, is. absolutely necessary for our own 
proper telenee: at least for this year, therefore 
I must be against making any reduction. 

The Earl of Strafford spoke next: 

My Lords, - - 

I shall readily grant that there is a continual 
tivalship between the two great contending 
pore of Europe; there always will, I hope, 

sucha rivalship; for if ever that rivalship 
should cease, which it never can but by one af 
them being swallowed up by the other, it would 
be an unlucky thing for this nation, as well as 
for all the rest of Borage: but, my lords, are 
we to keep up a numeroos standing army 3s 
long as that rivalship shall continue? if so, we 
must never think of any reduction: No, my 
lords, that rivalship bas already contiased for 
many ages, and yet we have always supported 
ourselves against both, without having ever kept 
up any standing army; this new sort of de- 
fence has been hut lately thought on, and never 
can be a proper defence for this nation: The 
only way we have to secure ourselves at bome, 
to make ourselves considerable abroad, and to 
force a respect from botb these contending 
powers, is todo as we have always formerly 
done, to put our whole trust in our aataral 
strength, whicl: consists in our fleet, and in the 
natural bravery of our men in general ; as loog 
as we trust to this, and observe a gach 
as to both these contending powers, we s 
be courted by both; we may fn in sometimes 
withethe one, and sometimes with the other, 
according as may best suit with ogr own 
terest, and with the circumstances -of affairs 
at the time: By such a m t we 
shall always be able to hold the balaace of 
Europe in our own hands, and never will bare 
any occasion either to.court the friendship, of 
to fear the resentment of any power on earth. . 


rd 
¢ 
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But, my Lords, if we begin to pursue con- 
trary measures; if we be always the first to enter 
into alliances with the powers of Europe, and 
the original contracting parties in most treaties, 
we thereby give the power of holding the ba- 
lance of Europe out of our hands; and the 
hy saber our fleet and our militia, for the sake 
of keeping up a standing army, will soon render 
us contemptible to every one of our neighbours, 
unless we resolve to keep up a much more 
numerous army than what is proposed by this 
Bill, and such a proposition will I hope never 
be approved of by.a majority of either House 
of Parliament. ’ 

A Standing Army and a Military Law has, 
my Lords, been always inconsistent with the 
liberties of the people: the officers and soldiers, 
under such a regulation, are always obliged to 
give the most implicit obedieace to the com- 
mands of their superior officers; they must ob- 
serve and execute the orders they receive with- 
out any reserve.or hesitation; they must not 
inquire whether their orders be according to 
law ; if they do, they are guilty of mutiny, and 
may be immediately shot for any such disobe- 
dience. The chief commander of an army 
must always be vested with an arbitrary and 
absolute power over the army, and if his army 


be numerous, he may easily by their means ex- 


- tend his power over ghe whole people of tbe 
country where such army iskept up ; and there- 
fore, my: Lords, in all countries where the peo- 
ple have any regard to their liberties, they ought 
never to keep up a greater number of regular 
forces than are absolutely necessary for the se- 
curity of the government, aad for the preserva- 
tion of the country against any sudden invasion 
or iorvad that may be made by a forcign ene- 
roy. In this country we have the happiness to 
be surrounded by the sea, we know how dif- 
ficult and expensive it is to make any iovasion 
upon us with any great body of men: any such 
iNvasion we must have a timely warning of, and 
by having ovr militia in good order, and our 
men, as they were formerly, all trained ap to 
arms and military discipline, we should always 

_be able to draw, upon any occasion, and in any 
place within the island, a great army together, 
to oppose our enemies; if they should happen 
£0 have the good fortune to escape our fleet at 
sea. In our present circumstances, my 
and considering the happy situation of our coun- 
try, I must be of opinion, that 12,000 men are 
abundantly sufficient for all the good uses we 
can have for them, and therefore I shall give 
my assent to the reduction proposed, 


The Doke of Argyle replied. 


My Lords; 

T agree with those lords who say, we ought to 
trust to our fleet; we have good reason to do 
0, and we accordingly do put a great confi- 

e inour fleet. It is happy forus that we are 
‘SBrrounded with the sea, for otherwise, if there 
were any communication by land between our 
Meighbours and us, instead of the small number 
@f regular forces pow proposed to be kept up, 


it would be necessary to keep up at least three 
times the number: let us consider the great 
armies that are kept on foot by our neighbours, 
and then we must conclude, that if they could 
invade us by land, a regular army of 60,000 men 
would hardly be sufficient for our defence ; and 
besides this, my Lords, we should be obliged to 
be at a great expence in fortifying all our cities 
and towns, to prevent our country’s being over- — 
run by any sudden invasion, or after apy un- 
fortunate battle. These misfortunes and charges 
we. are kept free from, by being surrounded by 
the sea, and as long as we have a fleet superior 
to any one of our neighbours, it is hardly pos- 
sible for them to invade ws with any consi- 
derable armament ; Lut, my Lords, we are not 
to trust intirely to our fleet for protecting us 
against a small force; a small feet may be so 
speedily prepared, an invasion with a small 
force may be so suddenly made, that the troops _ 
may be landed before we have any account of 
their embarkation; at least such a small ficet 
may be got out to sea, before we have any ac- 
count of their design; and if they be once got 
into the wide ecean, it is wel] known how easil 
they may escape being met with by oar fleet. 
If such a thing should happen, if ever a small 
number of regular forces should be landed, and 
we had no regular forces to oppose them at 
their landing, what would be the consequence? 
Why, my Lords, we might be subdued before 
we could have it in our power to make any re- 
sistance; for it is not to be supposed, that the 
militia of this or any country could make any 
resistance against a body of regular veterans ; 
numbers of men are very little to be depended 
on; the men may be personally brave, but if 
they want discipline, a very numerous body of 
men may be easily defeated by a handful of re- 
gular soldiers: this we may be convinced of 

om history ; this we may see, my Lords, if we 
but attend to what happens every day in other 
parts of the world. 

I have, my Lords, heard gentlemen contemn 
the Spanish armada, which was fitted out in 
queen Elizabeth’s time against this nation; but 
in my opinion, it was lucky for this country 
that they never got to the shore; they had, m 
Lords, 16,000 veteran troops on board, which 
were to have been reinforced with as many 
more as soon as the fleet could return to fetch, 
them: I am afraid, if that armada had not met 
with the fate they did at sea, if they had not’ 
been dissipated by storms and winds, that wise 
queen would not have found a great deal of 
safety in the militia which she had raised, she 
would have found even the greatest number of 
them but a very unequal match for such a body - 
of well disciplined veterans: aud but lately, my 
Lords, we were again in great danger from the 
same country ; then indeed they did not pretend 
to be a match for us at sea, and for that reason 
they prepared for au invasiod upon us with » 
small number of troops; and they did it so 

rivately and so speedily, that they might have 
n landed before we knew any thing of their 
design, if their fleet had not again dig- 


’ 


- perhaps gave directions to the general when to 
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sipated by storms: they had then, it is true, 
but a small number of regular forces, bat few 
as they were, if we had had no regular forces to 
have opposed them, they would have been suf- 
ficient for the design, considering the great as- 
sistance they would have got from the disaf- 
fected, aid the great numbers even of our own 
men that would have joined them at their land- 
ing: even notwithstanding the regular forces 
we then had on foot, we do not know what 
would have been the consequences of their land- 
ing, it would at Jeast have involved our country 
in acivil war; our liberties, our properties, and 
all that is dear to us would have again been at 
stake, we must again have cuntended fur them 
én a doubtful field of battle. Such desigus, my 
Lords, will always be forming against us, if we 
reduce our army too low, and some such design 
or other would probably be the consequence of 
eur agreeing to the reduction proposed. 

It is certain, my Lords, that every country 
must have something to trust to for its defence 
against its enemies; it must have some force, 
some power to protect it against inyaders; if 
it has not a regular army of its own subjects to 
trust to, there must be some other power sub- 
stituted in the room thereof. For my part, I 
have considered this question as much, I be- 
lieve, as any man ever did; I have conversed 
with a great many gentlemen upon the subject, 
and I have read, I believe, all that ever was 
wrote upon the head; and the whole, in my 
opinion, may be reduced to these three expe- 
dients, which are proposed in the room of.a 
standing army of our own subjects; to wit, our 
fleet, our militia, or au army of foreign aux- 
iliaries. 

As to our trusting altogether to our fleet, the 
experience of all ages shews us the precarious- 
ness of such a dependence; besides the in- 
stances I have already given, we know what 
danger we were in, in the year 1708. The 
invasion designed upon us at that time might 
very probably have taken effect, notwith- 
standing our fleet, if the French commanders 
had had general or discretionary orders, but 
happily for us they had peremptory orders to 
land only at such a particular place; and it 
not being in their power to land at that place, 
their orders did not permit them to land at 
any other. In that country the eustom then 
was, for the king’s council and ministers to di- 
Fect both their generals and their admirals in 
every particular part of their conduct; a lady 


fight, and a secretary of state, who perhaps 
never saw a ship in his life, gave orders to their 
admiral how to sail: to this it was we owed our 
safety at that time, for by the orders their ad- 
miral had, he could not well avoid being met 
with by our fleet; but this was not the only 


thing that then saved us from having a civil | 


war kindled up in the bowels of our native 
country ; that imvasion might have taken effect, 
that fleet might have sailed, and the troops 
might have been landed according to those pe- 
remptory orders, befere we could possibly have 
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had not been for a private pique or a sort of 
Jealousy between two great ladies at the court 


of France, by ‘which their preparations at 


Dunkirk were retarded, and thetr fleet kept 
from sailing for several weeks; whereby we 
‘had time to prepare for their reception, and 
to fit out that fleet which prevented their 
landing at the place they were ordered to. 

Even the happy Revolution, my Lords, is an 
instance how little a fleet is to be depended on ; 
it is well known, that king William, in his way 
to Enzland at that time, came in sight of the 
English fleet which was well provided, and able 
enough to have fought him; but the winds 
were so contrary, that it was impossible for the 
English fleet to come up with the Dutch; if 
they had, my lords, that glorious attempt, by 
which we recovered our |iberties, might bave 
been defeated: by this accident we then 
recovered our liberties, but if we should ever 
resolve to trust intirely to our fleet, the 
same accident may hereafter be the cause of 
our losing them. 

The second expedient proposed in the room 
of a standing army, is the militia: now, my 
lords, considering the present state of our mi- 
litia, I believe, it will not be pretended that 
we can trust to them; I confess, ay lords, that 
the militia of a country may be brought onder 
such exact discipline, as to make them almost 
equal to apy regular troops; but, I believe, 
such a thing is not to be done in this country: 
we now see how much grambling is occasioned 
by the militia’s being called out te exercise but 
once a year: and from thence we may judge 
what would be the consequence if they were to 
be called out once or twice a week, which 
would be absolutely necessary, in order to keep 
them always so well disciplined as that they 
might be depended on for immediate service 
upon any occasion. I have, my lords, often 
heard it insisted on, that the keeping up of 8 
standing army raises disaffection to the govera- 
ment; this 1 cannot agree with, bat from what 
I daily see, I must conclude, that the laying the 
whole militia of the kingdom uuder a necessity 
of marching out to exercise once or twice every 
week, would raise a most terrible disaffection 
against the government; and the disaffection 
would he the more terrible, because the 
disaffected would nat only have arms io ther 
hands, but would have some sort of skill is 
using them. 

I have, my Lords, seen a great many pro- 
jects for keeping the militia under a good dr 
cipline, but in my opinion, every ove of them 
would in this country prove to be impracir 
cable, ineffectual, or much more expensive (0 
the public than the regular army now kept up. 
Bat, my Lords, supposing such a pase to be 

acticable, supposing tbat the militia could be 

ept under exact discipline, what is the dif 
ference as to our liberties? Isa soldier in a red 
coat more dangerous to our liberties than & 
soldier ia a black, a blue, or = white coat? For 
my part, I can see nothing mere u 
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than I can see in any other colour, nor can I 
think that an army in red ts more terrible or 
more dangerous to our Jiberties than an army 
in black; I do not know, indeed, but the latter 
may be the most dangerous of the two; they 
have certainly done much more mischief to 
mankind, and to this country in particular. As 
to the power of the king, it is the same over the 
militia that itis over a standing army; he has an 
absolute command, and names all-the officers in 
the one as well as in the other; and if he were 
to make any attempts upon oor liberties, would 
ft not be as easy for him to model the militia, 
@sit would be to model the army? 
As for the officers and soldiers of the army’s 
being obliged to obey the orders they receive 
from their superior officers, without any Irmita- 
tion or controul, it is certain, my lords, they 
,are not: they are obliged to obey only legal 
orders ; if they should receive any illegal com- 
mands, they may disobey with impunity. If I 
were at the head of my regiment, and should 
order them to shoot a gentleman innocently 
passing Ly, might not my regiment refuse to 
obey any such orders? Can it be said that 
they would be found guilty of mutiny, or be 
condemned to be shot by a Court Martial for 
‘such refusal? No, my lords, their conduct 
would be approved of by any Court Martial, 
their disobedience would be commended, and 
the only person to be condemned, would be he 
who gave the illegal orders. The officers and 
soldiers of the army are therefore, in this as 
well as in most other respects, upon the same 
footing with those of the militia, or at least 
upon the samé footing that the militia must be 
put on, before they can be made useful for the 
defence of the nation. 
Thus, my Lords, it appears, that with fes- 
pect to our liberties, a standing army of our 
own subjects can be no more dangercus than a 
well-ordered and a well disciplined militia ; 
and by late experience we find, that thcy be- 
_ haved after the same manner, when they found 
that attempts were making against the liberties 
of the nation : in the reign of the late king 
James, the army behaved in the same mariner 
as the militia had done under his father. It 
is a sort of article of faith among some people, 
to believe that no attempts were made against 
our liberties in the reign of king Charles I. 
But, my Lords, the case is so far. otherwise, 
that his whole reign, at least from the begin- 
ning to the year 1641, was a continued scene 
of the most arbitrary and oppressive measures 
that were ever pursued in\any country in Eu- 
rope ; what by his court of star chamber, and 
by his spiritual courts (of these last, I think, 
my lords, we have some still remaining) did 
not he oppress the subject in the most unpre- 
cedented manner? Even the first set of minis- 
ters he had, began to encroach upon the liber- 
ties of their country; but after them he got a 
spiritual prime minister, an archbishop, who 
“soon drove the nail to the head, and laid the 
eople under a necessity of taking arms in de- 
ence of their liberties and privileges : That 


king and his ministers had taken all possible 
care to model the militia, he had the supreme 


command over them, he had named such of- 


ficers over them as he thought would do what- 
ever he pleased, but what ‘was the conse- 
quence? When affairs were come to this 
crisis, that they saw they must fight either for 
the liberties of the people or against them, 


many of chose officers the King had named 


took party against bim, and the orders of those 
who appeared for him were in many places 
despised by the private men. The army under 
his son behaved in the very same manner, and 
it will always be so ; in the case of a civil war, 
the army being part of the penple, they will cere 
tainly behave as the people do; they will di- 
vide, and every man will join that party 
which he thinks most in the right. : 

Now, my lords, as to auxiliary troops, I 
believe no man will pretend that we ought to 
keep a standing army of foreign auxiliaries 
within the. kingdom, and if we should upoa 
any occasion call any such to our-assistance, 
we are not very sure that they will go out 
again at our desire: It has been most justly 
observed by a very great author, that whatever 
country trusts her defence to foreign auxiliaries 
must beeome the slave of those in whom she 
puts her trust. But, my Lords, supposing that 
foreign auxiliaries called in to our assistance, 
would always leave us whenever we had a 
mind; yet experience has shewn us, that we 
cannot always depend on their coming to our - 
assistance as soon as called. The late unna- 
tural rebellion afforded us an instance of this ; 
that rebellion which broke out against his tate 
Majesty soon-after bis accession, and I am sure 


he had done nothmg to deserve that treatment, 


he had done injustice to no man, he had made 
no encroachment upon oor liberties, yet such 
dangerous insurrection: broke out against him,, 
and we had at the same time so few troops of 
our own, that we were obliged to send to 
our allies for that assistance which they were 
engaged by treaties to give us: Unluckily it had 
happened that the Dutch, for some time before 
had been so much addicted to that political 
maxim of reducing their army, that they were 
not in a condition to make good their engage- 
ments to us: When we applied to them, we 
were answered, that they had no more than 


was absolutely necessary for maintaining their 


garrison; so that we were obliged to hire 
troops in Germany, and to wait till they 
marched down to the Dutch garrisons, before 
we could have a man: of the Dutch troops to 
march to our assistance : And we had at that 
time so few troops of our own, that for some 
time after my arrival in Scotland, I had but 
1600 men to make head against almost as many 
thousands, then up in arms in that country 
against the government. It 1s very wrong to 
iinagine that in time of danger the whole re- 
gular army we have fcan be brought together, ' 
they must in such cases be divided in several 
detachments, and a detachment left at every 
place where any danget may be dreaded, so 
_ 4 . 
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that even from the number now proposed, it 
would not be possible to form a body of five or 
aix thousand men in any part of the kingdom, 
except just about the city of London. 

In the late affair, the Dutch auxiliaries did 
at last arrive, though not till after the rebellion 
was in a great measure defeated. But, my 
lords, I shall never desire to see any more fo- 
reign auxiliaries in this country; I bad been 
long in the service of the States General, I was 
once a geneval in their army, from whence one 
would expect that I might bave had as much 
authority over their troops as any British gene- 
ral could have; and yet I had a very great 
deal of difficulty to keep them in any tolerable 
order: They were mighty apt to mistake a 
friena for a foe, especially if they saw any 
thing that was worth taking. I was an eyewit- 
ness of the many hardships our best subjects suf- 
fered froin these foreign auxiliaries ; I then did 
what I could to remedy them, and in order to 
po any such for the futare, I shall always 

against any measure, which may tend to- 
wards laying the government under a necessity 
of calling in foreign auxiliaries. 

I cannot imagine how some people have got 
into that way of thinking, that the liberties of 
all the countries in Europe have been over 
turned by standing ermics; I do uot know 
one country in Europe whose liberties have 
been overturned by their standing army. It is 
a mistake to say so of the Romans; the liberties 
of Rome were in a great measure overturned, 
by the luxury and corruption that had crept in 
among the people long before the time of Julius 

r; and in his time, their standing army 
were so far from being the ouly means of over- 
turning the liberties of Rome, that the greatest 
part of the standing army joined against Julius 
Cesar; but he had a devilish head of his own, 
ao that by his own good conduct, and the 
bravery of his troops he gut the better of his 
enemies, though they had the greatest numbers 
even of regular troops of their side. If the 
Romens at that time had had no standing army, 
would not the people, would not the very mob 
have done the same? Every man who had 
courage, or who could be persuaded to go to 
fight, would have joined that party he liked 
best; the commander who could make the 
best use of those that joined him, would have 
got the advantage, and the victorious army 
would have had it in their power to have settled 
the future form of government upon what foot- 
ing they had a mind. 

Icis the same with respect to all the other coun- 
tries of Earope where arbitrary power is or ever 
wasestablished. In France, it iscertain that their 
liberties were overturned long before they had 
such a thing as a standing army; the oldest 
regiment or corps of regulartroops in France 
is what they call the regiment of Picardie; that 
regiment was raised only in thé first or second 
year of the reign of our queen Elizabeth, and 
it is well known that long before that time the 


liberties of the French people were entirely 


destroyed. In Spain we know that it was their 
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priests that destroyed the liberties of the peo- 
ple; and it is by means of their inquisition, 
that their arbitrary goveroment is to this day 
supported ; by means of that terrible spiritaal 
court, their priests support their own despotic 
rule not only over the people, but likewise over 
the court, and even over their army too. In 
Sweden, my lords, it was likewise their priests 
that formerly established an arbitrary role ig 
that country: and it was by their army that 
their liberties were restored. In Denmark it 
was a house of commons that surrendered up 
their liberties to the crown; they first gave up 
their own liberties, and thereby they enabled 
their king to get himself declared the absolute 
and the arbitrary sovereign over the whole 
country. 

Thus, my lords, we may find that a standing 
army never had in any country the chief haud 
in destroying the liberties of their country; nor 
indeed can it be supposed that they ever 
will: can it be supposed that any man of 
common sense, who has a good post in the 
army, and has the laws of his country for his 
protection as long as he pbebaves well; can it, 
I say,'my lords, be supposed that. any such 
man will ever join in measures for subjecting 
himself to the uncontroulable will and giddy 
pleasure of any one man? He must know that 
true honour and virtue, or a faichful perform- 
ance of his duty,-could then be no protection to 
him ; his life, his estate and every thing that is 
dear to him, must then depend on the mere 
pleasure of a court; and every man knows, 
that about courts, true bonour and virtue often 
fallsa sacrifice to whispers, to deceitful in- 
sinuations, and to false and private accusa- 
tions: is it then reasonable to presume, that 
the gentlemen of the army, who are by their 
education bred strangers to the low arts and 
vile practices usual about courts, will ever give 
up that bonourable dependence they Lave upon 
their own behaviour and the laws of their coup- 
try, for the sake of a slavish dependence upoa 
any court whatever: for my part, it is not poe 
sible for me to suspect any thing, and therefore 
I cannot from hence draw any argument 
against keeping up « standing army ia this 
country. 

But, my lords, it is not proposed that we 
should put our whole trust in the army; the 
number proposed ts no way sufficient for that 
purpose; the army now pro is only for 
protecting the peace and quiet of the couurry 


-| against sudden invasions, wiih a small oumber 


of troops, or against little insurrections, or 
rather mubs that may be raised by a few dis- 
contented subjects. But the main strength of 
this nation, and that upon which we principally 
defend, is the superiority of our fleet, and the 
bravery of our men in general: let us conuuue 
td preserve the present superiority we bave as 
to our fleet, let us continue to cultivate bravery 
and military discipline as much as possible 
among our men in general; but do not let us, 
for the sake of greundiess jeaiousies and pre- 
tended fears, expose the peace of our country to 
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be disturbed by every neighbouring state who 
shall take it in their heads so to do, or by every 
subject who shall be prom by his resent- 
ment or ambition to rebel ageinst the govern- 
ment of his country. 


The Lord Bathurst rose up next, and spoke 
as follows: 


My Lorts; 

The noble duke, who spoke last, has spoke 
60 fully and so well in favour of a standing 
army, that if it were possible to convince me 
that a standing army is consistent with the li- 
berties of any country, that noble duke would 
have done it: I should even be afraid to rise 
up te offer any thing in answer to what he has 
so well said upon that subject, if it were not, 
that I think myself under a necessity of giving 

our lordsbips some reason for my voting as 
{ shall do, in the important question now be- 
fore us.. 

I was glad, my Lords, to hear that noble 
duke allow, that the militia of the kingdom 
might be put upon such a footing as to be use- 
ful for our defences This I should be glad to 
see done, because I think it the only defence, 
next to our fleet, which wecan with any safety 
trust to; and as thereis no man more capable 
than he, for putting us in a way of making our 
militia aseful, I wish he would give us his 

hts upon that subject; I am sure there is 
nothing he can offer but what will be well re- 
ceived and readily agreed to. As to the ex- 
pence of keeping our militia under a proper dis- 
cipline, I do not think that it is of any conside- 
ration in the present question, if it should amount 
to a great deal more than what we now pay for 
maintaining our regular army; it would be an 
ument of no weight with me against the 
scheche: for I am sure if the expence were 
greater, our power would be rendered in pro- 
portion much more exteasive, and our liberties 
anuch more secure. 

If, my Lords, the militia were to be put 
upon a proper and a right footing, if they were 
to be put upon such a footing as to be really 
useful for the defence of the country, it is not 
to be supposed, that the people would grumble 
at any charge or inconvenience they were put 
to upon such a ygecessary and reasonable ac- 
count. The many loads they have qaietly sub- 
mitted to of late years, shew us, that they are 
not apt to grumble, when they are convinced 
of the reason of the thing; but at present they 
know, that the militia are of no public use, 
they know that the drawing them out to exer- 
cise tends to no end but that of putting money 
in the pockets of the officers, and therefore they 
grumble when they find themselves put to any 
expence upon such ao ee account. 

Though the militia of the kingdom be under 
the command of the king, though their officers 
_ be all named by the king, yet under such a mi- 
litary force, our liberties must be safe: The 
militia of the kingdom are the people of the 
kingdom, and itis impossible to make use of 


the people for oppressing the liberties of the 
Vo. VIL Pe : 


people; but a standing army of lar forces 
soon begin to look upon themselves as a body 
separate and distinct from the people: And if 
the people in general neglect the use of arms, 
and trust entirely to such a military force for 
their defence, the king, who has the absolute 
command over them, may easily fall upon 
ways and means to make use of them for op- 
pressing the liberties of the people; by grant-- 
ing particular favours to such @ military force, 
and by preserving the affections of a few men 

up to arms and military discipline, he 
may do whatever he pleases with the multitude 
who have neither arms in their hands, nor any 
knowledge how to use them if they had. What 
the noble duke said as to auxiliaries is most cere 
tainly true, those who trust entirely to auxilia- 
ries for their defence, must always be slaves to 
those in whom they put their trust: It is, my 
Lords, for this very reason that I am against a 
standing army; for it holds equally true of a 
standing army of our own scbjects as of an 
army of foreign auxiliaries; whoever trusts 
his defence to any thing but himself, must be e 
slave to that in which he puts bis trust; and 
whatever people put their whole trust in a 
standing army even of their own subjects, will 
soon come to be as great slaves as the ple 
who put their trust in an army of foreign 
truops; the masters may be different, but the 
slavery is the same, and will be equally grievous, 

I believe it never was said, that a standing 
army is the only method by which an arbitrary 
power may be-established ; there are, without 
doubt, other means by which it may be esta- 
blished, but I am sure that jtcan never belong 
supported without a standing army. By a po- 
litical and cunning administration the people — 
may be cheated out of their liberties; by some 
specious pretence or another they may be in- 
duced to give up all those barriers, which are 
the defence and the protection of their liber- 
ties and privileges; but the fraud will at last 
be discovered, and 9s soon as it is, the people 
will resume their ancient privileges, if there be 
no new sort of power established for protect- 
ing the arbitrary government against any such 
resupption, which power can never consist in 
any thing else but a standing army of some kind 
or other. 

A standing army must therefore, my Lords, 
be of dangerous consequence to the liberties 
of every country. In some free countries 
there may be at least ashew of reason for their 
submitting to such a danger, but in this country 
there cannot be so muchas a shew of reason; 
we have a fleet superior to that of any of our 
neighbours, and we know bow difficult it is for 
any of our neighbours to invade us with a con- 
siderable force ; such designs must always be 
discovered long before they can be ready for 
execution; and as long as we preserve a supe- 
rior fleet, we shall always have it in our power 
to prevent the execution of any such design; 
but granting that they should by any strange 
fatality or negligence, escape our fleets at sea, 
aha we should have ume to prepare for 
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their reception; if our militia be always kept 
in good order and under a proper discipline, 
tbey will be sufficient fur our detence ayainst 
any power that can be brought against us, as 
long as the king is possessed of the affections of 
the people in general, and those he can never 
lose so readily as by despising the people, and 
trusting entirely to lis standing mene 

As tor those small invasions which the noble 
duke was pleased to tention, what though they 
had landed? What would have been the con- 
sequence? I hope, my lords, it is not to be 
Imagined, notwithstanding the contemptible 
State to which our militia has been by neglect 
reduced, that this country is to be conquered 
by 6 or 7,000 men. Even the late king Wil- 
liam, though he had escaped the English ficet, 
where it is supposed he had a good many 
friends, thuugh he had double that number of 
men, and though he got all his troops safely 
and without opposition landed upon the English 
shore; yet, my lords, upon his seeing so few 
come in to join him upon his first landing, he 
was very near going off aguin. It is not an 
easy maiter to bring about a revolution against 
an established goverument; but it is still much 
more difficult to come in as conquerors, and 
pretend to subdue such a poweful and populous 
country as this is. And if the great king Wil- 
liam, who came to relieve us from slavery and 
oppression, who bsought along with him so 
great an army and so powerful a fleet ; if he, I 
say, was so doubtful of success upon his first 
Janding, what have we to fear from any small 
invasion ? Surely from such the nation can never 
have any thing to fear; whatever such a govern- 
ment as that of king James’s was, might have 
to fear from such invasions when encotraged, 
called in and supported by the generality of our 
people at home. This is a case which I hope 
never will again happen; it is a case against 
which we are not to provide, and tor these rea- 
sons I shall be for agreeing to the reduciion 
proposed. 

As to our armies not being obliged to obey 
any but legal orders, { do not know, my lords, 
whether it be so or not; but in my opinion the 
noble duke has given us a good hint for an 
amendment to the bill; this word, legal, ought 
certainly to be put in, and then in case of any 
disobedience to such orders, a council of war 
would certainly have it in their power to examine 
first into the legality of the orders given, as to 
which there may be some doubt as the bill 
stands at present; it may be at least alledged 
that as the bill cow stands the council of war 
would be obliged to pass sentence against the 
soldiers for mutiny, whatever they might after- 
wards do with the officer who gave the illegal 
orders. 


The Lord Carteret spoke as follows: 
My Lords, 

So many lords have spoke so well in favour 
of the reduction proposed, and haye so fully an- 
swered all the objections made ayainst it, that 
@ should uot have given your lordships any 
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trouble on the present occasion, if it had not 
been that I now find, that not only a standing 
army, but an army of the full nurober we have 
at present on foot, seems to be made a part of 
our constitution: The old pretence of conti- 
nuing the same: number of regular forces for 
one year longer, seems now to be laid aside: 
His Majesty in his speech from the throne told 
us that the public tranquillity was now so fully 
established, that be had no other reason for 
calling us together but only for the ordinary 
dispatch of the public business; and must this, 
my lords, be looked on as apart of the ordinary 
business of the year? Must the continuing of 
a standing army of 18,000 men, the time of 
peace, be a part of that business which is 
yearly to pass of course in parliament? It has 
been a long time continued from year to year; 
but if it once comes to be an affair which is 
yearly to pass of course, wherein will it differ 
from thuse standing armies by which the 

liberties of other countries have been un- 
done? | 

A standing army alone may not perhaps be 
sufficient for bringing so great a misfortune 
upon a people ; there must be other causes con- 
curring; but it may be averred, that in all coun- 
tries where arbitrary power and abject slavery 
have been introduced, the fatal change in the 
constitution bas been owing to a numerous 
standing army, a great number of officers of the 
revenue, and a prostitute clergy; and even 
these three concurring together, must require 
some time before they can get the better of the 
liberties of a brave people: The army must be 
so long kept up, and tnodelled in such a man- 
ner, as to be entirely dependent on the crown; 
it is not to be supposed, that the othcers and 
soldiers of an army raised from among a free 
people, can be immediately divested of all those 
huuions of liberty, with which they were en- 
dowed when they first listed in. the army; but 
if they have a brave and cunning commander, 
this may be done in a few years; the generality 
of them may be soon made regardless of every 
thing but the will and pleasure of him who can 
prefer them to asuperior command: A large re- 
venue and many officers cannot be at once 
established upon a free people, this must be 
done by slow degrees, and requires many plau- 
sible pretences: And it is to be huped that the 
honour and virtue of the clergy would stand 
some little shock, they could not at once be 
brought to that degree of prostitution, which 
is necessary for the establishment of arbitrary 
power. 

At present, my Lords, we may depend upon 
his Majesty; we are convinced that he will vot 
attempt to encroach upon the liberties of bis 
people; we may likewise depend on it, that oar 
present army would not support any such mea- 
sures, were they to be attempted; his Majesty 
has been so good as to employ men as ofticers 
in the army, whose honour and integrity we 
may depend on, but we are not sure of having 
always a king so wise and good, or an army of 
so much virtue and honour; and under the 
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best of kings we ought to provide against the 
worst. 

I do not say, my Lords, that we are now 
in any immediate danger of losing our liberties ; 
but I say, that we are getting into that way by 
which the liberties of every country have heen 
undone; we are establishing the custom of 
keeping up a standing army in time of peace ; 
we are every year increasing the number of 
the officers of the revenue,what will the conse- 
quence be? I tremble to think of it! Weare not 
indeed under any danger while his present Ma- 
jesty lives to reign over us. But will not every 
succeeding king say, why will you treat me 
worse than my predecessor ? Why will you re- 
fuse to grant me that number of regular forces, 
or that revenue which in some circumstances 
you granted to my father ? And we weil know 
my lords, how complaisant parliament generally 
are in the beginning of a reign; they are ge- 
nerally more apt to increase both the revenue 
and the army of the crown than they are to di- 
minish either; and if an ambitious prince should 
succeed to the crown, supported by such a nu- 
merous standing army as what is now proposed, 
so long kept up as to have formed themselves 
into a diiferent body from the people to whom 
they belong, and with such a crowd of officers 
of the revenue as we have at present, all de- 
pending upon him and removable at his plea- 
sure, what may he not do? 

I am surprised, my Lords, to hear it said, that 
standing armies have had no hand in the over- 
turoing the liberties of the several countries of 
Europe. It is true that the most numerous 
ariny can be of no dangerous consequence to 
the liberties of any country, as long as it de- 
pends upon a great many heads ; an army can 
never be of daugersus consequence, till it comes 
to be entirely dependent upon one man, and 
that it generally does when itis long kept up, 
more especially if any one man comes to get the 
whoe power int» his hands both of paying the 
army, and of naming and preferring the several 
officers employed therein. Julius Casar had 
too long a head not to be sensible of this, and 
‘therefore he procured himself to be sent into 
Gaul ; there he continued for several years at 
the head of numerous conquering armies, and 
having got into his own hands beth the power 
of paying and preferring in his army, he soon 
managed it so as to make them entirely ohe- 
dient to bim; then he commanded them to 
march against, and with them he conquered bis 
country. If there had been no standing armies 
of either side, the consequence could not 
have been the same, though a cwil war haa 
-broke out; the armies newly raised by each 
side must have had a dependence upon a great 
many chiefs, and which ever side had got the 
victory, the chiefs would have taken care of 
the liberties of their country ; they would have 
settled them upon the ancient foundation, or 
upon a better, if any better could have been 
contrived. : . 

In Spain it was likewise by such an army 


sition, itis true, was set up much about the 
sane time, and inal! countries an inquisition of 
some kind or another generally acconipanies 

arbitrary power ; there may be courts of ine. 
quisitioa with regard to civil ailairs as well as , 
religious, and all inquisitions are at first esta- 

blished upon some plausible pretence. The 

banishing of the Moors and Jews out of his 

kingdoms, was the pretence made use of by 

Ferdinand then king of Spain, but the extend- 

ing of his own power was the latentand the chief 
reason: The inquisition was not, however, the 

chief cause of the loss of the Spanish liberties, 

it was only a consequence, for before the setting | 
up thereof, he had got the absolure Soninend 

of a great army which had been kept up for 

several years under pretence of their war with » 
Portugal, whose then king laid pretensions to. 
the crown of Spuin ; and by keeping his coua- 

try in continual wars, he found pretences to 
keep up a standing army, with which, it is true, 

he conquered and banished the Moors, but be 

therewith likewise conquered the liberties of 
his country: and the chains of the people 

were soon after riveted by a priest, a cardinal 

prime minister, who compieted the cruel 

work which Ferdinand by his army had so suc- 

cessfully begun. 

In France too, my Lords, it was by Standing 
Armies chiefly that their liberties were undone ; 
it was not, indeed, by armies modelled as they 
have tbem at present, busit was by altering 
the ancient military force of the kingdom that 
their liberties were destroyed ; it was by their 
king’s taking the army ‘ a sa Solde,’ as they call 
it ; for anciently the military force of that 
kingdom depended chiefly upon the nobility 
or great princes: their armies were composed 
of the troops sent to the general rendezvous 
by the several princes of the kingdom, who 
generally paid their respective troops ; orif at 
any time they had them maintained at the 
public charge, yet each prince retained in his 
own hands the naming and preferring the ofh- 
cers employed in his troops, and therefore no 
one man could ever procure to himself an ab- 
solute command over the armies of that king- 
dom. Butat last this laudable custom was laid 
aside, the king got into his own hands the whole 
power of raising and paying the armies to he 
employed for the defence of the kingdom ; 
and though for some time after he bad no 
money for that purpose but what was given 
him by the states of France, yet we may really 
look upon this change as the beginning of the 
French slavery. However for a lony time 
after this the kings of France could never pre- 
vail with their states to provide them with mo- 
ney for continually keeping up a numerous 
standing army ; their armies were raised only 
when they had occasion for them, and as soon 
as the danger was over their armies were dis- 
missed ; and vet, my lords, they had for some 
partof that ume a Pretender to their crown ; 
our Edward the 3d then claimed to be king of 
France, and he, my lords, was a very terrible 


that their liberties were destroyed ; the inqui-| pretender; yet even by that imminent danger 
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they were then exposed to, they could not be 
induced to keep up a standing army; they 
never had any thing but militia, or troops raised 
as occasivn required, and with these they at last 
banished the English quite out of their kingdom. 

But as soon as the kings uf France got thus 
free of an enemy within the bowels of their 
kingdom, they thereafter took occusion of every 
foreign war that happened to encroach a little 
further upon the liberties of their subjects, to 
multiply taxes and tax-gatherers upon them, 
and to get the armies of the kingdom more and 
more under their command: in all which they 
succeeded be yond expectation, by a most stupid 
indolence that then reigned among the nobilityof 
France, and yet that nation still retained some 
remains of liberty, tilla priest, cardinal Richlieu 
by name, gave their liberties the last stab. He 
indeed was a great minister, and a great polli- 
tician; though he oppressed the subject at home, 
yet he not only supported but raised the gran- 
deur of the nation abroad; he committed no 
blunders in his administration, nor did he sub- 
mit to any foreign power in the treaties or ne- 
gotiations he had with them; and we may re- 
member that in his Political Testament, he left 
it as @ maxim, that the King ought never to 
part with any tax be has once got estalished, 
even though he has no use for the money; be- 
eause by giving up the tax he loses the officers 
that are employed in the collecting thereof. 

This great prime minister was succeeded b 
another priest, a foreign priest, who had all bis 
bad qualities but none of his good; so that by 
his misconduct France was soon involved ina 
civil war, and it is said that one of the greatest 
men of France at that time, and one of the 
greatest generals of the age he lived in, told the 
Queen Regent, that she had a fellow at the head 
of her affairs who for his crimes deserved to be 
tugving at the oarin one of her gallies. But the 
arbitrary power of the king of Trance had by 
his predecessor been so firmly established, that 
it could not be shaken even by the many blun- 
ders he was guilty of; the nation however was 
not yet rendered so tame, but that it wasa 
long while before they would quietly submit to 
that cardinal’s administration ; and we must al- 
Jow that even but lately there has a noble spirit 
of liberty broke forth in that country, such a 
spirit of liberty, my Lords, as might probably 
reinstate the people in the full enjoyment of 
their former liberties and privileges, if it were 
not for the great standing army now kept up in 
that country. 

In Denmark, my Lords, it was their nobles 
that were the occasion of the loss of their liber- 
ties; they had for some time thrown the whole 
weight and charge of the government offofthem- 
selves, and had laid it on the necks of the Com- 
mons; the whole expence of the public they 
had for some time raised by taxes which fell 
chiefly upon the poor people, and to which they 
contributed but a trifle: and the Communs 
being quite tired out with these oppressions and 
unjust exactions, resolved at last to put the 
whcle power into the hands of their sovereign ; 
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so that whilst the nobles were sitting and con- 
triving ways and means how to load the poor 
tradesmen and manufacturers with such taxes 
as did not much affect them, they were sent for 
to the castle, and there were obliged to join ia 


that deed by which an absolute power was pat 


into the hands of the King, who could not make 
a worse use of it than they bad done: this was 
the method by which arbitrary power was esta- 
blished in Denmark, but it has ever since been 
supported only by a standing arroy. 

In Sweden, my Lords, their liberties were 
not only desiroyed but they were again restored 
by their-army; in this last change, my Lords, 
that country had the good luck to be most sin- 
gularly happy, but how was that most strange 
and extraordinary turn of their affairs brought 
about? I have some reason to know it, because 
[ was in that kingdom when it happened. The 
late king of Sweden, my lords, is well known to 
have been the darling both of his nobles and com- 
mons; he was so much the darling of the whole 

wedish nation, that almost every man in it 
was at all times ready to sacrifice both his life 
and his fortune in his service, and therefore he 
had no occasion to model his army for any bad 

urpose ; he had employed none as officers in 
bis army, but the nobility and quality of the 
kingdom, or such whose merit and services fully 
intitled them to whatever preferment they were 
honoured with by him. His prime ministet 
however got at last too great an ascendant over 
him. Baron Gortz I mean, my Lords, who was 
a man of no high birth, nor any super-eminent 
qualities; yet by his cunning he got such a 
power over his master, that nothing was done 
without him, no post, civil or military, was be- 
stowed but according to his direction ; the men 
of the best quality in the kingdom, the greatest 
generals in the army, were obliged to submit, 
‘and to sue to him even for that which they were 
justly intitled to; if they shewed him the least 
neglect, they immediately lost all interest about 
the king; if any one of them disobliged the first 
minister, he might perhaps be allowed to keep 
his post in the army, he was made use of when 
they had occasion for his venturing his life for 
them ; but from the moment he disobliged the 
king’s prime minister, he could not so mach s6 
make a subaltern officer; on the contrary be 
recommendation was a sure bar to any mao’s 
preferment. 

The nobility, the generals, all the chief men 
in the army were sensible of this slavery they 
lay under, and were resolved to free themselves 
therefrom if ible; but their government 
was then absolute, there was no way of coming 
at relief, but by making their king sensible of 
the discredit that accrued to him, by allowing 
himself to be so much under the management 
of any ope man: They knew their king to be a 
man of judgment and penetration, and the-e- 
fore a great number of them resolved at last 
upon venturing to present a memorial to bim 
upon that head. This memorial, my Lords, 
was actually drawn up and signed, was 


ready to have been presented, when that brave 
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king was killed by a random shot from Frede- 
rickstadt which he was then besieging. . 

If the king had lived to have received this 
mnemorial, we cannot judge what might have 
been the consequence ; notwithstanding its be- 
ing signed by so many of the nobility and chief 
commanders, notwithstanding the king’s judg- 
ment and penetration, his affection for his mi- 
nister might have got the better of the respect 
he owed to such a number of his nobility and 
generals; and if so, as he was a most absolute 
prince, the memorial would have been doomed 
to be a seditious and a treasonable libel, and 
. some of them would certainly have paid with 
their heads for their presumption; hut the 
king’s death rid them of this danger, and the 

prime minister who had done so many ili things, 
was immediately seized, tried, condemned and 
executed under the gallows. ae ate 

By this piece of public justice, the nobles 
and the generals of the army, whom he had 
principally offended, were satisfied, they did 
not desjre to pursue their vengeance further 
than the grave; but, my Lords, the clergy of 
that kingdom, those men who but a few weeks 
before were his most humble slaves, those men 
who would have deified bim if the Christian re- 
ligion had not stood in their way, they had a 
mind to shew a superior-degree of zeal, they 
peuenee in a body that his corps might be 

uried under the gallows. 

By the king’s death the slavish dependence of 
the army was at an end, there was then no 
one man wlio could pretend to any absolute 
sway over the army; and es it was generally 
commanded by the nobles of the kingdom, the 
had it fresh in their memories what inconveni- 
ences both they and the wholenation had been 
subjected to by the absolute and uncontroula- 
ble ell of their former king ;. as there was no 
one of them that could have any hopes of suc- 
ceeding to his arbitrary power, therefore they all 
resolved to put both the government of the king- 
dom, and the command of the army, upon a 
new and a very different footing. As to the 
government of the kingdom, they established a 
limited monarchy, and finding that they must 

necessarily keep up a standing army to defend 

their large frontiers, they therefore resolved, in 
order that the army might not be entirely de- 
pendent on the crown, that for the future the 
officers thereof should have their several com- 
missions, ‘Quamdiu se bene gesserit.’ This 
regulation a nobleman of that country told me, 
they took from the regulation we have in Eng- 
land with respect to our judges. 

It is, my lords, a wise and a necessary regu- 
Jation ; ut is a peauintion that ought in every 
country to prevail, wherever a standing arm 
makes a part of their constitution: fe all nach 
countries the officers’ commissions ought cer- 
tainly to be ‘ Quamdiu se bene gesserit,’ and 
preferments ought to go in course according to 
seniority, some few cases excepted; for it is 
- hard that a gentleman who has nothing but his 
commission to depend on for his daily bread, 
ehould be obliged either to forfeit his commis- 


sion or his hopes of preferment in the army, or 
otherwise to do what he knows to be inconsis- 
tent with the law and liberties of his country. 

I hope, my lords, that a standing army shall 
never come to be a part of our constitution, 
but if ever it does, I will say that without such 
a regulation as I have mentioned, we shall then 
have nothing to depend on for the preservation 
of our liberties, but the honour of the army, the 
nteenly of the clergy, ard the vigilanee of the 
ords. 

From what I have said, my lords, it is ap- 
parent that a numerous standing army must al- 
ways be of dangerous consequence to the con- 
stitution of this country; and I leave it to every 
man to judge, whether we ought to expose our 
constitution to such a danger, for the pretended 
apprehensions of any insurrection at home, or 
of any invasion from abroad? As to insurrec- 
tions at home, we are in no danger of any such 
as long as his Majesty reigns in the hearts and 
affections of the generality of his subjects; and 
as to invasions from abroad, I think the little - 
success the many designed invasions, mentioned 
by the noble duke, has met with, is an anan- — 
swerable argument for shewing us that we 
ought not to be under great apprehensions of 
any such in time to come; and that we ought 
not to subject ourselves to any thing that may 
be in the least dangerous to our constitution, 
for the sake of a danger which experience has 
shewn to be so very inconsiderable. 

If we should ever be threatened with a for- 
midable invasion, we should have time to in- 
crease our army to any number we pleased; we 
should even have time to discipline that army 
befure we could be attacked by any great 
force, and thereby we should be in condition to 
defend ourselves at land, if our enemies should 
have the good luck to escape our fleets at sea: 
and as to any small and unforeseen invasion, if 
ever any such should be intended against us, 
they may probably meet with the same fate that 
the former have done; but if they should meet 
with better luck, if they should come safe to 
land, they could not bring above five or six 
thousand men, our fleets would prevent their 
being reinforced, and surely an army of 12,000 
men in Great Britain, and annther of equal 
number in Ireland, would be anfficient to give 
a good account of any such contempuble 
Invaders. | 

It is not now, my lords, proposed to disband 
our army entirely ; it is not proposed to throw 
out the Bill now before us; we are for keeping 
up as great a number as may be necessary for 
peso the peace and quiet of the ried : 

ut we are against keeping up such a number as 
may be dangerous to our constitution. Though 
the lords who were last year for a reduction, 
voted against the passing of the then Matiny- 
Bill, it is not from thence to be concluded, that 
they were against any Mutiny-Bill, or any 
number of regular forces; they were against 
the whole Bill as it then stood, but if that Bill 
had been thrown out, another might have been 
brought in according to their liking, and that 
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new Bill would then have been unanimously 
agreed to. 


The Earl of I/ay stood up and said: 


My Lords; 

Whatever some lords may be pleased to say 
about an army continued from year to year by 
Parliament, there is certainly a very great dit- 
ference, my lords, between such an army and 
an army contioued at the sole plensure of the 
crown. It has, I think, been granted on all 
hands, that while our army is commanded by 
such officers as it is at present, while men of 
fortune and figure bave the command of the 
army, our liberties are secure; but it is said, 
that these officers may be turned out, this army 
may be so modelled and garbled as to be made 
fit for any bad purpose: this, my lords, I shall 
easily grant might be done, if our army were to 
be established for any number of years; if it 
were to be continued at the sule pleasure of the 
crown, an ambitious prince might be able to 
model it so as to make it subservient to his ar- 
bitrary views; but while it is continued only 
from year to year by Parliament, this is im- 
possible to be done. It is no easy matter to 
‘soodel an army so as to make it fit for such 
purposes; we know how difficult it is to know 
the private sentiments of men’s hearts; in such 
cases men often conceal their real inclinations 
uoder the cloak of a feigned zeal for the direct 
contrary opinion, which would make it yery 
difficult for a government that had any designs 
against the liberties of the people, to know 
‘what officers were to be turned out, or who 
were proper to be continued, or to be put in 
the room of those turned out. It would he im- 
possible to accomplish this in a year’s time, and 
af any such practices were begun, if any steps 
should be made towards modelling the army 
for a bad purpose, the Parliament at their next 

gmeeting would most certainly take notice of it, 
and would apply a proper remedy before it 
could be possible for any prince or administra- 
tion to make the wound incurable; and there- 
fore, my lords, I must still be of opinion, that 
our army, while it is continued from year to 
year by Parliament, cannot be of the least ill 
consequence to our constitution, were it much 
more numerous than what is now proposed. - 

On the other hand, my lords, the danger of 
reducing any part of our army is very great: 
‘we know that such reductions have often been 
attended with designed invasions or insurrec- 
tions against the government; this is a danger 
we know by experience, and therefore in coiw- 
mon prudence we ought not to come into any 
measure, by which our country may be again 
exposed tosuch a danger. It is probable that 
none of those invasions lately intended against 
us would have been successful, though they 
had got safe ashore; I hope no such ever will ; 
but every one of them, if they had landed, 
would have thrown the nation into terrible 
convulsions. Is then, my lords, the peace aud 
quiet of our country of no consideration ? 
Shall we expose our country to frequent alarms 
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and confusions, fur the sake of avoiding asd 
imaginary danger, a fear which can have no 
foundation, as long as our army is continued 
only from year to year by parliament? 

We know, my lords, that there is a party ia 
the nation disaffected to the government, 
there always will, I am afraid, be such a 
party; atid they, or at least a great many of 
them, will always join any invasion that can be 
mile upon us: even out of charity to thent 
we ought not to afford them any hopes of suc- 
cess, by disbanding a part of our anny; 
while they have no hopes of success they may 
grumble a little in private, but they will never 
venture to rebel openly against the govern- 
ment, and while they continue in a peaceable 
state, they may live easily as subjects, they 
will ac least preserve their lives and estates 
from being forfeited by the law; whereas if 
we reduce our army, it will encourage {o- 
reigners to invade us, it will encourage the dis- 
affected to rebel against the government, the 
pation will never be free from alarms, and we 
must be every now and then executing, or at 
least forfeiting some of our countrymen, per- 
haps some of our relations. 

The Earl of Bristol spoke next: 

My Lords, 

I have often heard the present argument de- 
bated in parliament; I was one of those who 
were the cause of the army’: being reduced so 
low after the peace of Ryswick, perhans I re- 
pented of what I did at that time, because of 
the turn that the affairs of Europe took soon 
after: but I am fully convinced, I never shall 
have occasion to repent of being for the reauc- 
tion now proposed. For my part, my lords, I 
cannot but say, that the quesuun now Lefore us 
puts me in mind of what bappered to a farm 
house of mine ia the country: the ewall of the 
house apun one side had faiied, and the house 
had sunk a little; yet it might have stood for 
many years without any necessity of puliog) 
quite down in order to be rebuilt, for whic 
reason, I believe, I should have then content 


‘ed myself with repairing it a little, and acuin 


some butteresses to that wall which had failed® 
but some workmen persuaded ine, that they’ 
could raise it up, and repair the wall without 
pulling the house down, and I being prevailed 
on, to work they went; but in pianting pos's 
and other engines to raise up that side which 
had sunk, I do not know how, whether by de- 
signor by the unskilfulness of the workmen, 
they raised the house so high om that side, that 
they tumbled it quite over. 

At last the question being put upon the 
earl of Oxford’s motion, it was carried the 
negative. 

The Mutiny Bill passed.) March 8. The Bill 
was read the third time and passed. 


Protest against it.] “ Dissentient” | 
“ For the reasons entered on the journal 
last session, against the rember of mev, 
then and now to be established, which rea- 
sons we refer to, and think the circumstances 
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of time now, do by no means lessen the force, 

of thein.— (Signed) Bruce, Montjoy, Bathurst, 
Folev, Berkshire, Strafford, Litchfield, 
Bristol, Masham, Gower, Northampton, 
Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer.” 


March 7. Sir Robert Walpole moved and car- 
ried, ** That this klouse will, upon this day 
sevennight, resuive itself into a Committee of 
the whuie Llouse, to consider of the wost proper 
methods tor the better Security and [mprove- 
ment of the Duties and Revenues already 
charged upon, and payable from, Tobacco and 
Wines.* 


Debate in the Commons concerning a Petition 
from Rhode Island and Providence, against the 
Sugar Colony Bill.] March 8. A Bill was 
brought in pursuant to the resolutions of the 
House in February last, in relation to the Sugar 
Colonies; upon which 

Sir John Barnard opened to the House a Pe- 
tition of Richard Partridge, agent for the 
colony of Rhode Island and Providence plao- 
tations in America, against the said Bill; and 
moved for leave to bring it up, in which he was 
seconded by Mr. Perry, but opposed by 

Sir Wiliam Yonge ; who stood up, and spoke 
as follows: 

Mr. Speaker ; 

The Petition which the honourable member 
over the way has now in hand, is, I find, a pe- 
tition praying for leave to be heard against a 
Lill now depending in this House, by which 
some certain duties are to be laid on several 
commodities mentioned in the Bill. I believe, 
Sir, it has been the constant usage of this 
House for many years, to receive no petitions 
against duties to be laid on; but as there are 
none who understand better than you, Sir, the 
practice of the House in such cases, therefore | 
shall in this submit entirely to your determina- 
tion, and hope you will give us your opinion 
thereupon. Howeeens Sir, I must take notice 
of another thing, which I observe in the petition 
as it has been opened bY the honourable gen- 
tleman ; they therein tell us, that as to the Bill 
now depending before us, they apprehend it to 
be against their charter. This, I must say, is 

.something very extraordinary, and, in my opi- 
nion, looks very unlike aiming at an indepen- 
dency, and disclaiming the authority and juris- 
diction of this Hyuse; as if this House had not 
a power to tax enn: or to make any laws for 
the regulating of the affairs of their colony ; 


* “Qn this occasion, all the arts and in- 
fluence of opposition were called forth to excite 
clamours against the measures, Not only the 
memnbers sulicited the attendance of their friends, 
but letters were delivered by the beadles, and 
other officers in the parishes and wards of the 
city, to induce a numerous party to assemble 
at the doors, and in the avenues to the Eouse, 
zo overawe the proceedings of the legislature. 
Walpole was apprized of these proceedings, 
but not to be deterred trom the prosecution of 
his design.”—Coxe’s Walpole. 


therefore, Sir, if there were no other reason for 
our not receiving their petition, I should on this 
single account be against giving leave to bring 
it up. 

Lord Tyrconnell replied, . 

Sir; I cannot agree with the bonourable 
member who spoke last, for I shall never give 
my vote for rejecting a petition before I know 
what is in it; and this I cannot know till I hear 
itread. The question now before us, is not, 
whether the desire of the petition shall be grant- 
ed or no? After the petition is brought up and 
read to the House, we may then judge whether 
the desire thereof be reasonable or not, and 
may accordingly grant or refuse it, but the re- 
fusing to have the petition brought up and read to 
the House, seems really to be a determining the 
desire of the petition to be unreasonable, be- 
fure we know what it is; and therefore, Sir, IE 
shalt be for having it brought up. 

Mr. Winnington spoke next. 

Sir; I stand up to speak to order and to the 
method of proceeding in this House; it has 
been a custom always observed in this House, 
not to receive any petitions against those Bills 
which were brought in for the laying on of any 
new duties; [I do not indeed ‘say but that there 
may be some instances to the contrary, but I 
am sure they are very rare, and never happen- 
ed but upon some very extraordinary occasion ; 
for if we were to receive all such petitions there 
would be such multitudes of them against every 
such Bill, that the nation mipht be undone for 
want of an immediate supply for the public 
use, while we were sitting to bear frivolous 
petitions against those Bills brought in for grant- 
ing that supply. The honourable gentleman 
near me took notice of the petitioners pretend- 
ing, that the Bill now before us is against their 
charter; I hope, Sir, they have no charter 
which debars this House from taxing them as 
well as any other subject of this nation; Iam 
sure they can have no such charter; but if it 
were possible, if they really hud such a charter, 
they could not say that the Bill now before us 
were any infringement of it, because the tax to 
be'thereby laid on, isno tax upon them, but a tax 
which is to be laid upon the French only ; and 
shall this House, Sir, receive any petitions, or: 
hear any reasons that can be offered, for not 
taxing the French, more especially when the 
tax to be laid upon them will most evidently 
tend to the encouragement of our own suger 
culonies? I hope, Sir, no such petition will 
ever be so muchas be allowed to be brought up 
or presented to this House. 

eae Barnard answered ; 

ir, 

The Petitioners do not pretend to say, that 
the Bill now depending is against their charter, 
nor did I say any such thing when U opened the 
petition to this House; at least if I didIam 
sure I did injustice to the Petition, for the words 
of it are, * That they humbly conceive, that the 
‘ Bill now depending. if passed into a law, would 
‘ be highly prejudicial to their charter.’ But, 
Sir, I am really surprized at the mctkod of rea- 
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soning made use of by the two honourable gen- 
tlemen, who have appeared against the ors 3 
ing up of this petition : one of the honourable 
gentlemen says, that the Petitioners are aiming 
at an independency, aud are disowning the au- 
thority of this House. This, Sir, in the present 
case seems to be a very odd assertion; is not 
their applying by petition to this House, as di- 
rect ap acknowledgement of the authority of 
this House, as can be made by men? The other 
yentleman says, that the Bill now before us is 
@ Bill for taxing the French only; this seems 
to be as odd an assertion as the other; dves 
the gentleman imagine that the tax paid in this 
island apon French wine, is a tax upon the 
French? Does not every body know, that the 
whole of itis paid by the consumers here? It 
is so far from being a tax upon the French, 
that they have considerably raised the price of 
their wines since the high duties were laid on 
thein here. As to the matter of form, Sir, I do 
not pretend to be a great master of it; but 
since I have bad the honour to sit in parliament 
I remember, that several petitions have been 


received against duties to be laid on : however 


granting that it were a constant and perpetual 
rule not to receive petitions against such duties, 
yet certainly that rule could relate only to those 
duties, which were to be laid on for raising 
- Money for the current service of the public, it 
could not be presumed to relate to those du- 
ties, which were to be laid on for the reyulation 
of trade only ; and this last is the case now be- 
fore us. ‘The duties to be laid on by this Bill 
are so far from being duties for the supply of 
the government, that I donot believe that even 
those gentlemen, who appear so fond of the du- 
ties to be laid on by it, so much as expect or wish 
that any money shall be thereby raised for the use 
of the public ; the Bill 13 not intended for any 
such end ; itis rather in the nature of a pro- 
hibition, and it was never pretended that vo 
. petitions were everto be received against a Bill 
for prohibiting any sort of commerce. 

It may be the case, that this House has some- 
times refused to receive petitions from some 
pe of Beitain against duties to be laid on; 

ut thiscan be no reason why the petition, I 
have now in my hand, should be rejected : the 
peoy-le in every part of Great Britain have a re- 
presentative in this House, who isto take care 
of their particular interest, as well as of the ge- 
neral interest of the nation ; and they may, by 
means of their representatives in this House, 
offer what reasons they think proper against any 
duties tobe laid on ; but the people, who are 
the petitioners in the petition I have now in 
my hand, have no particular representatives in 
this House ; and therefore they have no other 
way of applying or of offering their reasons to 
this House, but in the way of being heard at 
the har of the House by their agent here in Eng- 
Jand ; therefore if that general rule of not re- 
Celving petitions ayainst duties to be laid on, 
he ever to be receded from, the case now be- 


it us Ought to be an exception to the general 
rule, 


Mr. Conduit replied, 

Sir, I apprehend it bas always been the cus 
tom of this House, I am sure it has been the 
custom ever since the revolution, to refuse re- 
‘ceiving petitions against any duties to be lid 
on, and that without any distinction whether 
the duties to be laid on were for the raising of 
money, or for the regulation of trade: as our 
colonies are alla part ef the people of Grea 
Britain, they are generally represented in ths 
House as well as the rest of the people are; 
and in all the resolutions of this House, a due 
regard will certainly be bad to the particular in- 
terest of every one of them, s0 far as it is con- 
sistent with the general interest of the whole, 
for which reason I can see no occasion for 
making an exception as to them; and there- 
fore I caunot but be of the same opinion with 
those gentlemen, who are for refusing their con- 
sent to the bringing up of this Bill. As forthe 
duties on wine, mentioned by the honourable 
gentleman who spoke last, though they are paid 
by the consumers here, yet they may be luoked 
on as @ tax upon the French, for if it were not 
for those duties, a much greater quantity of 
their wines would be consumed here than there 
is at present, and consequently they would 
thereby draw a much larger sum of money out 
of this nation than they now do; and as tothe 
advance of the original price of their wines, 
there are a great many other causes it wy ied 
owing to, but it never can be owing to the dim 
nution of the quantity consumed. 


Mr. Pulteney spoke next : 


Sir; Ido not pretend to be a master of form, 
but I believe there may be: many precedents 
found, for justifying the House in receiving the 
petition now offered to us. I very Weil know, 
Sir, how great a master you are of the forms and 
methods of proceeding in this House, and there» 
fore I shall always be as ready as any gentle- 
man in the House, to submit to your opinion 
when any such question arises; but I cannot 
think, Sir, that any of your friends would desire 
you to give your opinion thus upon a surprise, 
in a matter which seems to be so much con- 
tested; nor do I believe that you would be 
ready to one with any such unreasonable 
desire ; if you should once give your opinicn 1 
any such dispute, I should be afraid atier- 
wards to inspect the journals of the House, lest 
they should be found to contradict the opinion 
you had given: But if we are to search for pre- 
cedents, I am sure that as to the present case, 
there will be no occasion for going any farther 
back than the revolution. Before that ume I 
believe we can find few or no precedents any 
way relating to the question now in hand, be- 
cause parliaments were not then so frequent, 
and taxes very rare. Let any gentleman but 
look into the Statute Books lying upon our tae 
ble, he will there see to what a vast bulk, to 
what a number of volumes, our statutes relating 
to taxes have swelled since the Reveluion; 
and how thin, how few the volumes are, that 
contain all the statutes or to taxes thas 
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ever were made before that time: it is mon-; question was moved for, and carried in the af- 
strous, it is even frightful to look into the In-| frmative by 140 to 112. Then the question 
dexes, where for several columns together we | was put for bringing up the petition, which 


see nothing but Taxes, Taxes, Taxes! It istrue, | passed in the negative: after this the question 
Sir, when gentlemen reflect on the many bless- 
ings we thereby enjoy, when wet consider the 
many advantages we reaped by the Revolution, 
they will think that we could net pay too dear 
for so happy a turn in our affairs. 

As to the question now before us, I 
cannot see why it should be so much debated, 
I cannot see why the receiving of this peti- 
tion should be so much opposed, unless it be 
that the rejecting of this petition, isto be 
made use of as a precedent for receiving no 
petitions against a certain scheme, which we 
expect soon to be laid before us: this, I am 
afraid is really the case; for then gentlemen, 
who are not much masters of form, gentlemen 
who are but little conversant in the Journals of 
the Ilouse, may quote a precedent of but a few 
days standing, for not receiving any petitions 
that may be offered against that scheme; I do 
not indeed know whether there will be any such 
petiuions, but if I may judge by the spirit which 
has already appeared in the nation, I can make 
no doubt but that petitions will be seut up 
from all parts of the country against that 
scheme. 

Sir Thomas Aston said, 

Sir; As to the point of form which is now 
the subject of debate, I cannot venture to give 
my opinion thereon, but I am surprized that the 


‘honorable gentleman should have any nppre- 


hensions of our refusing to receive any petitions, 
that may be offered against the scheme he 
hinted at: For whatever objection there may 
be against the House receiving any petitions, 
that are offered against duties to be laid on, 
there cannot surely be any objection against 
our receiving petitions, that may be offered 
against a new and a danverous method of col- 
lecting duties already laid on. 

Mr. Sandys stood up again, and said, 

Sir; Siace gentlemet: seem so much to dif- 
fer as to the point of form, I shall move, That 
a Committee may be appointed to search prece- 
dents, in relation to the receiving or not receiv- 
mg petitions against the imposing of duties; 

or as some gentlemen have attirmed it to bave 
been the constant usage of this House ever since 
the Revolution, to reject all such petitions, I 
must take the liberty to affirm the fact to have 
been otherwise; and it is so far otherwise, that 
if my motion be agreed to, 1 believe more pre- 
cedents will be found for receiving, than for 
rejecting of such petitions. 

18 Motion was seconded by Mr. Heathcote, 
and thereupon sir John Barnard desired to 
withdraw the motion he had made; But that 

ing opposed, and. some debate arising as to 
that point, Mr. Speaker acquainted the House of 
ats being their constaut rule, that when any 
Motion is once made and seconded, the ques- 
ton, if insisted on, must be put upon that mo- 
i : a fe ee be withdrawn ibaa the 

e House: here vious 
Vox. Vill. ae ee 


being also put for searching of precedents, 1% 
passed in the negative. 


Debate on Mr. Horatio Walpole’s Motion for 


laying a Duty of 5s. per Gallun on all Foreign 
Brandies, for encouraging the Manufacture and 
Export of Home- Made Spirits.| March 9. The 
House went into acommittee, to consider of the 
most proper methods for encouraging the Ma- 
nufacture and Export of Home-made Spirits: 
and 


Mr. Horatio Walpole opened the debate with 


the following speech: 


Sir, 
As we are now in & committee for encourage 


ing Home-made Spirits, it may not be improper 


for us to take into our consideration the duties 

payable on French Brandies and other foreign 

spirits: As the laws now stand, the duties pay- 

able upon French brandies amount in the whole 

to about 6s. 5d. per gallon, which has always 

been looked on rather as a prohibition, than ag 

4 duty to be fairly and honestly paid either by 

the importer or consumer; and indeed it has 

in fact been always found to be so, but few or 

none have ever paid that duty; those brandies 

have alwaysjbeen smuggled and stole in upon us, 

notwithstanding all the methods we could ever 
take to prevent it; or they have made use of an 

artifice to evade thetaws, which is this: As the 

laws stand at present, the duties payable upon 

Flemish brandies amount in the whole but to 

4s. per gallon, andas it is not possible to distin- 

guish Flemish brandies from French brandies, - 
therefore great quantities of French brandies 

were carried first to Rotterdam, and from 

theace imported upon us as Flemish brandies ; 
after that they were carried to Ostend, and 

from thence imported as Flemish ; and now for. 
some years past, they bave been carried to 

Dunkirk, and from thence brought to the several 

ports of Britain, and entered as Flemish bran- 

dies. 

As this practice is, Sir, an evasion of the 
laws in being, it ought certainly to be remedied, : 
and the manner how, will be the proper ques- 
tion now to be considered; if the duties now 
payable upon French brandies should be laid on 
all foreign spirits, it would nat only encourage 
the snuggling and running trade, but it would. 
be a prejudice to our own distilling trade, for 
our distillers are under a necessity of mixing up 
a certain proportion of French brandy with our 
English spirits, in order to make thetn fit for 
use either at home or abroad; and therefore if 
such a duty can be thought of to be laid upon 
all foreign spirits, a® will prevent their being 
sold in this country so cheap, as to interfere 
with the consumption of our home-made spirits, 
and yet not disable us from importing honestly 
and fairly as much as our distillers may have oc~ 
casiou for in the manufacture of our home-made 
a I hope gentlemen will readily come is 

4 : 
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to such a proposition.—In order, Sir, to make 
such a proposition to this House, I have for 
some time considered the case, I have talked 
with some of the most noted distiliers in town 
about it, and I have made all the inquiries I 
thouglit proper, for obtaining a full intormation 
as to this particular; and froin the whole, I be- 
lieve that a duty of 5s. per gallon upon all fo- 
reign brandies, 1s the most proper medium to be 
fixed on. 

This motion met with very little opposition, 
only some members declared, That they 
thought a duty of 5s. 6d. would be more effec- 
tual for the purpose intended: Then 

Mr. Sandys stood up, and spoke as follows : 

‘Sir; I am glad to hear from the honourable 
gentleman over the way, that all mixtures are 
not to be Inoked on as public frauds, for it 
geems the mizing of French brandy with Eng- 
lish spirits is not only no public fraud, but a 
‘mixture which ought to be encouraged, as being 
useful and necessary in the disuilling-trade; 
yet with respect to the et I cannot con- 
ceive how the mixing of English cyder with 
Portugal wine, can be considered as a greater 
fraud than the mixing of French brandy with 
English spirits—I must likewise take notice, 
that the same gentleman seems to admit, that 

the laws of the customs and excise, when united 
and joined together, are found to be ineffectual 
for collecting the duties payable upon the com- 
modities he mentioned, or for the preventing 
the smuggling and running of them into this 
kingdom ; and therefore I hope, Sir, I shall 


not hereafter hear any proposition, either from 


that gentleman or auy of his friends, for laying 
any other duties under the same circumstances, 
more especially since the uniting the laws of the 
customs and excise 1s well known to he, in all 
cases, an uDiun, which is most grievous and 
Most burthensome to the subject. 

In the course of this debate, Dunkirk having 
been mentioned as a port, 

Sir William Wyndham said, That he was 
surprized to hear it so much as mentioned as a 
alee That it was against the honour of the 

nglish nation to acknowledge it as such, or to 
adinit that it should ever be made use of as 
such: That it was not now the proper subject 
of their consideration, bat he hoped that the 
House would at some other time take an op- 
portunity to resolve itself into a Committee to 
consider of an affair of so great importance. 
To this :; 

Sir Robert Walpole replied, That he hoped 
gentlemen would not be diverted from what 
was then the proper subject-of their considera- 
tion: That Dankirk’s being mentioned as a 
port, must necessarily raise the just indignation 
of every Exglishman: That no Boylishman 
ever did, ér ever could ad-nit it asa port: But 
that whatever terms gentlemen might inadver- 
tently make use of, yet he hoped no pretence 
would ever be from thence taken to infringe 
those rights, which this nation is by a most so- 
‘lemn treaty justly intitled to. 

Then the Commitwe resolved, “ That the 


4 


Act passed in the @nd_ year of king George II. 
iatitied, Au Act, ‘ For laying a Duty upon 
‘ Compound Waters or spirits, and for licensing 
‘ the retailers thereof,’ had been a discourage- 
ment to the distilling of spirits from corn ia 
Great Britain, and therefore ought to be re- 
pealed: That for the encouragement of the 
exportation of spirits drawn from corn in Great 
Britain, a drawback, or allowance of 6/. 8s. per 
ton, ought to be paid and allowed on the expur- 
tation thereof: And that the dutics payable 
upon brandy and spirits imported, except trom 
his Majesty’s plantations in America, should 
from the 24th of June next, cease and deter- 
mine, and that in lieu thereof there should be 
granted to his Majesty a duty of five shillings 
per gallon, on all brandy and spirits imported 
trom foreign parts, except such as sball be of 
the growth and manufacture of bis Majesty's 
plantauons in America.” 


March 12. The above Resolutions were 
agreed te by the House, and a Bill ordered ac- 
cordingly, which afterwards, with some amend- 
ments, passed into law. 


Great DesatE 1n THE Hovussz or Com- 
mons oN Siz ROBERT WALPOLE’S PROPOSIKG 
HIs Excise Scueme.] March 14, The House 
resolved itself inte a Committee of the whole 
House, to consider of the most proper methods 
for the better Security and Improvement of the 
Duties and Revenues, already charged opon, 
and payable from, Tobacco and Wines: The 
many Accounts, Returns, and other Papers, 
which the House had before called for, beiog 
first referred to the said Committee; and the 
Commissioners of the Customs and of the Ex- 
cise attending, pursuant to an order of the pre- 
ceding day ; 

Sir Robert Walpole opened the debate with 
the following Speech :* 

‘¢ Sir; 

‘As I had the honour to move that the 
House should resolve itself into this Committee, 
I think it incumbent on me to open to you, 
what was then intended: to be propesed as the 
subject of your consideration. This Commies 
is appointed for the better security of the duties 
and revenues already charged and payable upoa 
tobacco. This can be done in no way 80 pro 
per and effectual, as by preventing the communis 
sion of those frauds by which the revenue bas 
already sustained such great injuries. As tbe 
proposed improvement is to be made by an ak 
teration in the method of collecting and ma 
naging the duties already imposed, without any 
addition, or subjecting to the same duties any 
articles not already chargeable, J aight have 


* «The substance of this Speech is princi 
paily taken from heads and memorandums, 1a 
the hand-writing of sir Robert Walpole, among 
the Orford Papers. A few connecting sen- 
tences have been supplied from the printed 
Speech in the contemporary publicauons: Po- 
litical State; Historical Register, See also 
Chandler.” - Coxe’s Walpole, 


1269) 
avoided stating this project to a Committee of 
the whole House; but I have deserted the 
old road, and proposed a supply not immedi- 
ately necessary for the current service of the 
year, that I might leave a greater freedom of 
consideration, by taking away every appear- 
ance of pressing necessity. I shall therefore 
Only ubserve, that some previous provision must 
be made for the future application of the in- 
‘creased sum which, should the plan I am about 
to propose to be adopted, will be received into 
‘the exchequer. 

«‘ The contest, in the present instaace, is be- 
tween the unfair trader, on one side; the fair 
trader, the planter, and the public, on the 
other; but to the public must be referred my 
_ most forcible appeal, as they, in truth, bear the 
whole weight of the injury: for though the 
fraudulent factor seems to make the planter, 


_ Yetailer, and consumer equally his prey, yet. 


the landed interest ultimately suffers the whole 
effect of the fraud, by making good what the 
subject pays, and the government does not re- 
ceive. 
<< In such a cause, I might reasonably expect 
the approbation of the fair trader, and the as- 
sistance of parliament; for assuredly, if in 
these times any cause can possibly be consi- 
dered exempt from the operations of party, it is 
the cause now before the Committee. But, 
Sir, Iam not to learn, that whoever attempts 
to remedy frauds, attempts a thing very disa- 
greeable to all those who have been guilty of 
them, or who expect to derive future benefits 
from them. I know that these men, who are 
considerable in their numbers, and clamorous 
in their exertions, have found abettors in ano- 
ther quarter, in persons much worse than them- 
selves; in men who are found of improving 
every opportunity of stirring up the people to 
mutiny and sedition. But as the scheme I 
have to propose, will not only be a great im- 
provement to the revenue, an improvement of 
two or three hundred thousand pounds by the 
ear, but also great benefit to the fair trader, 
shall not be deterred, either by calumny or 
clamour, from doing my duty as a member of 
this House, and bringing forward a measure, 
which my own conscience justifies me in sry- 
ing, will be attended with the most important 
advantages to the revenues and commerce of 
my country. | 


«< Justum et tenacem propositi virum, 
‘¢ Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 
** Mente quatit solida.” 


‘¢ Amongst the many slanders to which the 
report of this project has exposed me, I can- 
Hot avoid mentioning one, which has been cir- 
‘culated with an assiduity proportioned to its 
want of truth, that I was about to propose a 
&eneralercise. In all plans for the benefit of 
government, two essential points must be con- 
sidered, justice and practicability: many things 
©. @re just which would not be practicable; but 
tuch a scheme would be neither one or the 
ether. Various are the faults of ministers, ve- 
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rious theif fates: few have had the crimes of 
all; none tll now found that the imputation of 
Crime to him, became a inerit in others. 
if-1 weré to propose to you such a scheme, po- 
pular opinion would run exactly in that cbhan- 
nel. It would be a crime in me to propose, = 
Crime in you to accept; and the only chance 
left to the House of retaining the favour of the 
people, would be the unqualified rejection of 
the project. 
sert, that no such scheme ever entered my head, 
or, for what I know, into the head 


But I do most unequivocally ase 


of any mars 
Iam acquainted with. Yet though I do not 
wish to do wrong, I shall always retain a pro- 


per share of courage and self-confidence to do 
what I judge-right, and in the measures I am 


about to propose, shall rest my claim to su 
port and approbation on the candid, the judi- 


cious, and the truly patriotic. 


‘«¢ My thoughts have been confined solely to 
the revenue arising from the duties on wine and 
tobacco: and it was the frequent advices I had 
of the shameful frauds committed in these two 


| branches, and the complaints of the merchants 


themselves, that induced me to turn my atten- 
tion to discover a remedy for this growing evil. 


I am persuaded, that what I. am about to pro- . 


ose, will, if granted, be an effectual remedy. 

ut if gentlemen will be prevailed on by in- 
dustry, artifice and clamour, to indulge the 
suggestions of party prejudice, they and their 
posterity must pay dear for it, by the grievous 
entail of a heavy land tax, which they will 
have sanctioned by their pusillanimity, in not 
daring to brave the outrages of the fraudulent 
and self-interested. For myself, I shall only 
say, I have so little partiality for this scheme, 
except what a real and constitutional: love of 
the public inspires, that if I fail in this propo- 
sal, it will be the last attempt of the Lind I 
shall ever make, and I believe, a minister will 
not soon be found hardy enough to brave, on 
the behalf of the peopie, and without the slight- 
est motive of interest, the worst effects of po- 
pular delusion and popuiar injustice, 

«‘ I shall for the present, confine myself ‘ea- 
tirely to the tobacco trade, and to the frauds 
practised in that branch of the revenue. If 
there is one subject of taxation more ubvious, 
than another, more immediately within the di- 
rect aim of fiscal imposition than another, it is 
such an article of luxury as depends for its use 
on custom or caprice, and is by na means es- 
seutial to the support of real comfort of humas 
hfe. If there is a subject of taxation where it. 
1s more immediately the province of the legis- 
lature to suppress fraud, and strictly to insist 
on the payment of every impost, it must be 
that where the wrong is felt by every class of 
persons, and none are benefited, except the 
most dishonest and profligate part of the com- 
munity, Both these descriptions apply to the 
subject before us. 
bacco is perhaps less sancucned by natural 
reason than any other luxury, yet so great is 


‘the predilection for it, in its various forins, that. 


from the palace to the hovel thereieng exempe 


Yee. 


For though the use of to- 


e 


- 
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tion from the daty; and surely it must be con- - 
sidered an intolerable grievance, that by the 
‘frauds which are daily committed, the very 
poorest of the peasantry are obliged to pay this 
‘daty twice: once in the enhanced price of the 
article; forthough the fraudulent trader con- 
trives to save to himself the amount of the tax 
imposed by parliament, yet he does not sell it 
cheaper to the public; anda second time, in 
the tax that is necessarily substituted to make 
good the deficiency which has been by these 
means occasioned. Did it ever happen till 
now, that when an abuse of this kind was to be 
remedied, endeavours were used to make the 
attempt unpopular ? 

‘“‘ In discussing this subject, it will be neces- 
sary first to advert to the condition of our 
planters of tobacco in America. If they are 
to be believed, they are reduced to the utmost 
extremity, even almost to a state of despair, 
by the many frauds that have been committed 
in that trade, and by the ill usage they have 
sustained from their factors and correspondents 
in England, who from being their servants, are 
become their tyrants. These unfortunate peo- 
ple have sent home many representations of the 

ad state of their affairs; they have lately de- 
puted a gentleman with a remonstrance, setting 
‘forth their grievances, and praying for some 
speedy relief: this they may obtain by means 
of the scheme I intend now to propose; but I 
believe it is from that alone they can expect 

apy relief. 

“The next thing to be considered is, the 

state of the tobacco trade with respect to the 
fair trader. The man who deals honourably 
~wvith the public, as well as individuals, the man 
‘who honestly pays all his duties, finds himself 
' forestalled in almost every market within the 
island, by the smuggler and fraudulent dealer. 
‘As to our foreign trade in tobacco, those who 
have no regard to honour, to'religion, or to the 
welfare of the country, but are every day con- 
triving ways and means for cheating the public 
by perjuries and false entries, are the greatest 
gainers; and it will always be so, unless we 
can contrive some method of putting it out of 
their power to carry on such frauds for the fu- 
ture. 

‘¢ We ought to consider the great loss sus- 
tained by the public, by means of the frauds 
eommitted in the tobacco trade, and the addi- 
tion that must certainly be made to the reve- 
mue, if those fraudscan be prevented in future. 
By this addition, parliament will acquire the 
means of exercising one of its most enviable 
privileges, that of diminishing the burthens of 
the country, the power of doing which will thus 
be presented to them in various forms. If it 
should be the prevailing opinion, that the dis- 
charge of the national debt should be accele- 
Fated, this increase offers an abundant resource. 
If the idea should prevail, that those taxes ought 
to be alleviated which fall heaviest on our ma- 
nufacturers and the labouring poor, as soap 
‘and candies, this increase will replace the dif- 


‘ference. Or if it should be judged that niore 


immediate attention ought. to be paid to the 
current seryice, the fund may be reserved for 
that use: and it is manjfestiy unjust and impo- 
litic, that the national debt should be continued, 
and the payment postponed ; or that the heavy 
duties on our manufactures should remais, 
which are justly paid, and without fraud; or 
that ways and means for the current service 
should be annually imposed, if the present re- 
venues will answer all or any of these purposes. 
This, I am_ convinced, will be the effect of the 
scheme I am to propose, and whoever views it 
in its proper light, must see the planters, the 
fair traders, and the public, ranged on one side 
in support of it ; and nove but the unfair traders 
and tobacco factors on the other. 

‘‘] am aware that the evidence to be ad- 
duced in proof of the existence of the frauds I 
am about to enumerate, is not such as would 
be sufficient to induce a court of justice te pro- 
nounce the guilt of those to whom they may be 
imputed. But as I do not undertake the task 
of inculpation, if I make out duch a case to the 
Committee, as will enable them to decide on 
the existence of the crime, they will not hesi- 
tate to apply the remedy, They will consider 
the deficiency of strict legal proof, as a motive 
for their interference, rather than their forbear- 
ance; more particularly when they reflect, that 
if persons are with difficulty induced to give 
testimony in such a case as this, where the good 
of the country only is to be pursued, without 
injury to any one, they will be still less easily 
brought forward to give such information as 
will tend to the ruin of others. In this case it 
is hardly too much to say, that gentlemen should 
learn from the example of those interested, 
how to conduct themselves: they have, with 
an alacrity and unblushing eagerness which 
proves, which confesses their guilt, hastily ine 
ferred the most violent intentions in the friends 
of government; they bave assumed facts, and 
inferred intentions, without the smallest data 
on which to found their presumptions. I ask 
no more than this: if [ succeed in making it 
appear that gross frauds are daily practised, 
and the revenue injured in a most daring and 
profligate manner; that the proposed remedy, 
should it appear adequate and applicable, may 
be resorted to, without subjecting me to the 
necessity of procuring that which is, in 
unattainable, such precise proof as would satis- 
fy the administrators of the laws in the disposal 
of property, or deciding on guilt. Such ev- 
dence, and such facts-as I have been able to 
collect, it is my duty to lay before you; and 
is your duty to support me, unless my plan ap- 
pears totally vuid of reason and justice.” 


The minister then proceeded to give such 
preliminary statements and calculations, $ 
were. nece to render his plans inteliigiblé, 
to make the abuses obvious, aad to demonstrate 
the propriety and necessity of reform. _ From 
these statements it appeared, that the enn 
duties on tobacco amounted to sixpence an 


one-third of a penny aa eyery pound, Tl» 
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discounts, allowances, and drawbacks, were a 
total drawback on re-exportation; ten per 
cent. on prompt payment; and fifteen per 
cent. on bonded duties. The gross produce of 
the tax, at a medium, 754,131. 4s. 7d. the net 
produce only 161,0002. 

Having made these statements with the ut- 
most exactness and perspicuity, he proceeded : 


‘¢ T shall now point out as clearly as I can, 
and as amply as my knowledge will enable me, 
the principal frauds and most glaring instances 
of dishonesty, which occasion this amazing dis- 
proportion. And first I shall mention one, 
which seems alone capable of diverting from 
* gts proper channel the amount of any tax. I 
mean that of using light weights inwards, and 
heavy weights outwards, of paying by the first, 
and taking the drawback y the last, and 
charging the planter, and taking commission 
by the whole. This evil is farther enhanced 
by negligence; for it is customary to weigh a 
few hugsbeads anly, and if they answer, the 
whole pass according to the numbers in the 
eocket. 

«« A particular instance of this fraud came 
‘lately to our knowledge by mere accident: one 
Mitford, who had been a considerable tobacco 
merchant in the city, happened to fail, at a time 
when he owed a large sum of money on bond 
to the crown. An extent was immediately issued 
against him, and government obtained pos- 
session of all his books, by which the fraud was 
discovered. For it appeared, as may be seen 
by one of his books, which I have in my hand, 
that upon the column where the false quan- 
tities which had been entered at the importa- 
tion were marked, he had, by a collusion with 
the officer, got a slip of paper so artfully pasted 
down, that it could not be discovered, and upon 
this slip of paper were written the real quan- 
tities which were entered, because he was 
obliged to produce the same book when that 
tobacco was entered for exportation. But 
@pon exportation, the tobacco was entered and 
weighed according to the quantities marked on 
this slip of paper, by which he secured a draw- 
back, or his bonds returned, to near double the 
walue of what he had actually paid duty for 
pon importation. Yet this Mitford was as 
honest a man, and as fair a trader, as any in 
the city of London. I desire not to be mis- 
understuod ; I mean, that before he failed, be- 
fore these frauds came to be discovered, he was 
always reckoued as honest a man, and as fair a 
trader, as any in the city of London, or in any 
other part of the nation,” 

After enumerating several other instances 


where government had been defrauded of a. 


full third of the duties imposed, and legally 
payable, he came ‘to Peele’s case, which is 
eingular from its enormity. ‘ In September 
1732, this Peele. entered in the James and 
Mary, from Maryland, 310 hogsheads of to- 
bacco, fur which he paid the duty in. ready 
snoney. In October following, he sold 200 
hogpheads to one Mr. Hyam, for exportation, 


\ 
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and they were immediately exported. It ap. 
pears on these 200 hogsheads, that the duties - 
paid at importation, according to the weighta | 
in the land-waiters books, were short of the real 
weights by 13,292 pounds. The certificates 
sworn to for Mr. Peele to obtain debentures, 
were to discharge bonds given on a former 
entry of Virginia tobacco, imported in No- 
r 1731. The indorsement on the cocket 
made by Mr. Peele, in order to receive the de~ 
bentures, exceeded the real weights actually 
shipped by 8,288 pounds, so that the total of 
the pounds weight gained by this fraud, amount 
to 21,580. : 

‘© The next fraud to which I shall direct 

our attention, is that of receiving the draw. 
Sack on tobacco for exportation, and relanding 
it. The effects of this practice are too obvious 
to require elucidation, and it has been carried 
to such an extent, that a great number of shi 
were employed at Guernsey, Jersey, and t 
Isle of Man, in receiving and relanding such 
tobacco. Nor was the evil confined to these 
ports; a very intelligent gentleman, Mr. 
Howel, who resided many years im Flanders, 
has frequently observed several quantities 
of tobacco imported into Ostend and Dunkirk, 
and there repacked in bales of one hundred 
pounds each, and put on board vessels which 
waited there to reland it in England or Ireland, 
About twelve months ago, nine British vessels 
were employed in taking cargoes for this pur- 
pose at Dunkirk. 

‘¢ The third fraud to which I shall direct the 
attention of the committee, is that of receiving 
the whole drawback for a commodity of almost 
no value, namely, the stalks of tbe tobacco, 
which it is usual, after the leaf has been 
stripped off, to press flat and cut, and by mixe 
ing this offal with sand and dust, tmpose on the 
revenue officers, and obtain the same drawe 
back as for an equal weiglit of the entire plant. 
This miserable stuff, when the fraudulent pur. 
pose has once been answered, is either throwm 
into the sea, or relanded -and sold at three far- 
things @ pound, with an allowance of 1,010 
pounds weight in five hogsheads. 

*s The fourth fraud I shall advert to, is one 
of very great consequence, known by the name 
of socking, which 1s a cant term for pilfering 
and stealing tobacco from ships in the river. 
This iniquitous practice, which was discovered 
In 1728 and 1729, was chiefly carried on by 
watermen, lightermen, tide-waiters, and city 
porters, called gangs-men: the commodity se 
pilfered was deposited in houses from Londoa 
Bridge to Woolwich, and afterwards sold, free 
quently to eminent merchants. Five hundred 
examinations have been taken on the subject, 
from which it appears, that, in the space of 
one year, fifty tons were socked on board ships 
and on the quays. Sixteen tons were seized, 
but that quantity was reckoned an inconsideras 
ble part of the whole. In consequence of 
these informations, 150 officers were dismissed 
nine were convicted, of whom six are ordered 
for transportation, three to be whipt; thesg 


-vernment pay more than they receive. 


_ new importations discharge old bonds. 
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_ prosecutions were all carried on at the expence 


of government; and it is not alittle remarkable, 
when we recollect the professions of patriotism, 
virtue, and disinterestedness, which ate now 80 
copiously poured forth, that not a single mer- 
chant, though the facts were so notorious and 
shameful, assisted the state, either by informa- 
tion or pecuniary exertion, to suppress the 
fraud, or bring the delinquents to punishment. 

sé The last grievance I shal! mention, cannot 


‘80 properly be denominated a fraud, as an 


abuse arising from the nature of the duties 
paid, and the manner of paying them; I mean 
the advantage afforded to the merchant of 
trading with the public money, or making go- 
Bonds 
gre given for eighteen mouths, three years are 
allowed for the exportation of the article, and 
The 
losses which result to government from the 
failure of the obligors in these bonds, is in- 


mense; besides the ungracious task to which it: 


subjects them of suing the sureties, who had 
mo interest in the contract. The rich trader 


‘ hasanother advantage; he avoids giving bonds, 


— 


by paying the amount of his duties in. ready 
money, for which he is allowed a discount ef 
ten per cent. Now it is very common, and 
not out of the line of fair trade, fur a merchant 
to pay this duty, receive the discount, and by 
immediately entering the same commodity for 
exportation, gain an advantage (I will not say 
defraud the revenue) of ten per cent. without 
loss, risque, or expenditure. 

“‘ The frauds which I have here enumerated 
are, I apprehend, sufficiently proved to satisfy 
the Comm ttee of their existence, and their enor 


" mity is obvious enough to demand active inter- 
- ference. The only remedy I can devise, is that 


of altering the manner of collecting the duties, 


and always a great inconvenience to the mer- 
chant importer. Whereas, by what I shall pro- 
pose, the whole duty will amount to no more than 
fourpence three farthings per pound, and will 
not be paid till the tobacco is sold for home 
consumption ; so that if the merchant exports 
his tobacco, he will be quite free from all pay- 
ment of duty, or giving security: he will have 
nothing to do but re-load his tobacco for ex- 
portation, without being at the trouble of at- 
tending to have his bonds cancelled, or taking 
out debentures for the drawbacks ; all which, I 
conceive, must be a great ease to the fair 
trader ; and to every such trader the preven- 
tion of frauds must be a great advantage, be- 
cause it will put all the tobacco traders in Bri- 
tain on the same footing, which is but just and 
equitable, and what ought, if possible, to be 
accomplished: — 

‘¢ Now, in order to make this ease effectual 
to the fair trader, and to contribute to his ad- 
vantage, by preventing, as much as possible, 
all frauds for the future, I propese, as I have 
said, to join the laws of excise to those of the 
customs, and to leave the one penny, or rather 
three farthings pe pound, called the farther 
subsidy, to be still charged at the custom house, 
upon the importation of tobacco, which three 
farthings shall be payable to his Majesty’s civil 
list as heretofore ; and I propose for the future 
that all tobacco, after being weighed at the 
custom-house, and charged with the said three 
farthings per pound, shall be lodged in a ware- 
house or warehouses, to be appointed by the 
commissioners of excise for that purpose, 
which warehouse the merchant importer shall 
have one lock and key, and the warehouse- 
keeper to be appointed by the said commission- 
ers shall have another, that the tobacco may 
lie safe in that warehouse, till the merchant 


Frauds become practicable by having but one ; finds a market for it, either for exportation or 
check at importation, and one at exportation ; if ! home consumption ; if his market be for e1- 
there is but one sentinel at a garrison, and be | portation, he may apply to his warehouse-kee 


sleeps, or iscorrupted, the castle is taken; but ' er, and take out as much for that pu 


if there are more than one, it is in vain to cor- 
rupt the first, without extending the same infla- 
ence to those:who remain; and when difficulties 
are so multiplied, the project becomes hazard- 
eus and uncertain, and is abandoned. 

‘If the grievance then is admitted, it only 
remains to mention the remedy, and to consider 
whether it is effectual, or whether it is worse 
than the disease. 

** The laws of the customs are manifestly in- 
sufficient to prevent the frauds which already 
exist ; I therefore propose to add the laws of ex- 


_ cise sand by means of both, it is probable, I 


May say certain, that all such frauds will. be 
prevented in future. 

“Ihave already stated to the committee, 
that the several imposts on tobacco amount to 
sixpence and one third of a penny per pound, 
all of which must be paid down in ready mo- 
ney upon importation, with the allowance often 

er cent. upon prompt payment; or there must 
bonds given, with sufficient sureties, for pay- 
ment, which is often a great loss to the public, 


as 
has occasion for, which, when weighed at the 
custom-house, shall be discharged of the three 
farthings per pound with which it was charged 
upon importation, so that the merchant may 
then export it without any farther trouble. But 
if his market be for home consumption, be shall 
pay the three farthings charged upon it at the 
custom-house upon importation, and then, 
upon calling his warehouse-keeper, he may de- 
liver it to the buyer, on paying an inland duty 
of fourpence per pound, to the proper ofhcet 
appointed to receive the same. 

‘‘ And whereas all penalties and forfeitures 
to become due by the laws now in being, for 
regulating the collection of the duties on to- 
bacco, or at least all that part of them which 
is not given to informers, now belong to tbe 
crown, I now propose that all such penalties 
and forfeitures, in so far as they formerly be- 
longed to the crown, shall for the future belong 
to the public, and be applicable to the same 
uses to which the said duties shall be made ap- 
plicable by parliament; and for that purpose J 

9 
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have the King’s commands to acquaint the 
House, that he, out of his great regard for the 
public good, with pleasure consents that they 
shall be so applied; which is a condescension 
in his Majesty, that I hope every gentleman in 
this House 1s fully sensible of, and will freely 
acknowledge. 

‘‘ Having thus explained my scheme to the 
Committee, I shall briefly touch on the advan- 
_ tages to be derived from, and anticipate some of 
the objections which may probably be made 
to it. 

“ First then, turning duties upon importation 
into duties on consumption, is manifestly a 
gteat benefit to the merchant, importer. The 

aying down of duties, or bonding, are heavy 
burthens The payment of duties requires a 
treble stock to what would else be requisite in 
trade ; and the asking securities, besides nu- 
merous other inconveniences, subjects the mer- 
chant to the necessity of. returning the favour. 

It hardly requires to be mentioned, that it is a 
very great accommodation to be obliged to pro- 
vide for the payment of one penny only, 
instead of sixpence and one third of a penny, 

“« The next benefit is the great abatement on 
the whole duty. The inland duty being fourpence 
per pound, and the remaining subsidy three far- 
things, gives an abatement of 10 percent. and of 
15 per cent. upon the whole: whereas, the 25 
per cent. is at present given only on the money 
paid down, which is not a fifth of the whole, 
and but 15 per cent. allowed on the four fifths 
which is bonded. Thus a duty of five pence 
farthing is paid on four fifths of the tobacco, 
and fourpence three farthings on the other 
fifth ; while by the plan I propose, no more 
than fourpence three farthings will be paid on 
the whole. It is easy to calculate how great 
the advantage must be to the planter and fair 
trader from this arrangement, which demands 
so small an advance, exempts them from all 
tue inconveniences of finding sureties, and re- 
quires no payment of any consequence, till the 
moment when a purchaser presents himself to 
refund the cost. . 

“If it should be objected against this pro- 
ject, that it makes the tobacco trade a ready 
money business, which it cannot bear; I an- 
swer, that it may be so or not, as the parties 
themselves may chuse to arraign it; for if 
the merchent gives the consumer credit, ‘as 
he now does, for the duties as well as 
the commodity, the objection ceases to have 
any weivht. | 

‘< The great advantage to the public will be 
this, that no duty being paid on tobacco de- 
signed for exportation, an immediate stop will 
be put to the fraud on drawhacks, and to most 
of the disgraceful efforts of dishonesty, which 
_ Jhave previously enumerated. This fact does 
not require to be verified by an experiment ; it is 
snticiently proved by the success and facility 
which attend the collection of the malt duty. 

“ I come now to the main point, and which 
alone can admit of debate; the grand objec- 
won of making the dealers.ia tobacco subject 
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to the laws of excise. I am aware, that on 
this subject Ihave arguments or rather asser- 
tions to encounter, which are of great import 
in sound, though of very litte in sense. Those 


who deal in these general declamations stig- 
matize the scheme in the most unqualified 


manner, as tending to reduce those subjected te 


itto a state of slavery. This is an assertion, 
the fallacy of which can only be determined 
by comparison. There are already ten or 
twelve articles of consumption subjected to 
the excise laws; the revenue derived from 
them amounts to about 3$,200,000/. per an- 
num, which is appropriated to particular pur- 
poses, A great number of persons are, of 
course, involved in the operation of these 
laws: yet, till the present moment, when so 
inconsiderable an addition is proposed, not @ 
word has been uttered about the dreadful hard- — 
ships to be apprehended from them. These 
clamours of interested and disaffected persons 
are best answered by the contented taciturnity 
of those in whose behalf their arguments, if of 
any force, ought to operate. Are the brewers 
and maltsters slaves, or do they reckon them- 
selves so? Are they not as frée in elections, to 
elect or be elected,.as any others? Or let any 
gentleman present say, if be ever met with any 
opposition from, or by means of an exciseman 
«¢ I quit this general topic to advert to more 
particular and spécific objections : The chief of 
them are, houses liable to be searched ; the 
being subject to the determination of come 
missioners without appeal, who are necessarily 
creatures of the crown ; the number of excise 
officers, the injury the subject will sustain in 
being tried witheut a jury ; and:the particular | 
interest of the crowa ip this alteration. 
. © Toall these objections one general obser- 
vation will apply ; that if for these reasons this 


scheme is to be relinquished, the whole system 


of excise laws ought to be abandoned. But I 
shall examine them one by one. I begin with 
the last, the most cruel and unjust, because it 
tends to set yp an improper distinction, and 
draw a strong line of opposition between the 
interests of the crown and the interests of the 
people ; shat is to say, between the estate and 
particular property of the crown, and the eg 
tate and particular property of the public: 
this naturally leads to a general cunsideratiun of 
the public revenues. : 

‘‘The revenues may be computed at 67000004, 
per annum. The public has of this, as its 
particular interest and property, abous 


| 5,900,000. per annum, namely, the appro- 


priated funds and annual supplies. The pre- 
portion remaining to the crown, 800,0002., is 
uot an eighth part of the whole. And here, 
in order to obviate a general misrepresenta- 
tion, it is neccessary to state, that the civil list 
revenues, in five years, from Midsummer 1727 
to Midsummer 1732, have fallen short of the 
sum they are supposed to produce by upwards 
of 26,0001. 9 year on the average, Happy in~ 
deed would be tle state of the country, if the 
appropriated duties would answer all the proper 
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engagements, and leave a surplus sofficient for 
ehe current service! But if that great object 
is not attainable, it is surely well worth the 


attention of parliament to provide for a 


moiety, or even a fourth part of the cur- 
rent service. The appropriated duties were 
funds for paying the interest of the national 
debt. There had been deficiencies in several, 
bot now a supply is made; a sinking fund for 

dually dischargiug the principal. A mil- 
ion per annum has for several years been ap- 
plied, and that, by the public creditors, is now 
thought more than sufficient. 

“If under the present management, the 
duties produce mac less than ought to be 
paid to the public, has the public aright to 
make the most of their own revenues, er are 
they alone excluded from doing themselves 

justice ? To object against the improvement of 
the king’s part, is to say, that the public bad 
better be defrauded of seven parts in eight, 
than that justice should be done to the crown 
_ in the eighth. Ifmanifest frauds were disco- 
vered in a branch belonging entirely to the civil 
list, the post office for example, would you ra- 
ther sanction the wrong than do justice to the 
crown? Why then this unreasonable jealousy 
in the present instance? I call the jealousy 
unreasonable, because in this proposition all 
possible care has been taken to avoid the im- 
putation of being designed for the benefit of 
the crown. The penny which goes to the civil 
* dist is left to be paid at the Custom house. All 
increase from the inland duty is not to go to 
the crown, but to the public. All fines, for- 
feitures, and penalties arising from the inland 
duties, are renounced by the crown, and ap- 
propriated tothe public. - Iu a word, the crown 
will bave no interest in the inland duty, but as 
' trustee for the public. 

“This fact, duly considered, answers the 
great objection to the determination of com- 
missioners. For granting, for a moment, that 
comunissioners are to be supposed corrupt, venal, 
and creatures of the crown, what influence can 
their regard for the crown have on them, to in- 
duce them. to oppress the people, when the 
crown has no interest in their determination ? 
But though this answer might reasonably be 
deemed satisfactory and sufficient, yet to ob- 
viate even speculative objections, a remedy is 
supplied for this supposed grievance, by invest- 

- ing three of the twelve judges with a power of 
determining, in a summary way, all appeals 
brought before them within the bills of mortali- 
ty; and in the country, the same power is to 
be vested in one of the judges of the assize go- 
ing the next circuit. ‘This renders it impossi- 
ble that the interest of the subject can be sacri- 
ficed to undue influence on the one hand, or 

the revenue to private solicitation, personal 
friendship or regard onthe other. While such 

a tribunal presents itself, no offender would 

chuse to he carried into Westminster-hall, ra- 
ther than have his cause judged in’a summary 
way. The benefit of a trial by jury would not 
duce a man to encounter the tedious, vexati- 
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ous, and expensive proceedings in « court of 
law, more burthensome than the penalties and 
forfeitures in dispute, as far as my own obser- 
vation enables me to judge on the present sys- 
tem, wheré the commissioners have, in most 
cases, a power to determine themselves, or to 
bring informations, I have found that most peo- 
pie, against whom informations have been laid, 

ave been desirous thet their causes should be 
determined by commissioners; but I never yet 
heard of one who was willing to take his cause 
out of the hands of the commissioners to have 
it tried in Westminster-hal]. One reason which 
contributes to render the exercise of power by 


tbe commissioners more popular is, that they 


possess the privilege of mitigation, which is not 
entrusted to the judges, who are merely admi- 
nistrators of the law according to the letter. 

“ The next objection is the increase of reve- 
nue officers, which fear, interest, and affecta- 
tion have magnitied into a standing army. This 
standing army, allowing the proposed addition 
to extend to tobacco and wine, will not ac- 
cording to the estimate of the commissioners, 
exceed one hundred and twenty-six persons; 
that number, in addition to those already em- 
ployed, will do all the duty. In this compu- 
tation, watrehouse-keepers are of course not 
included, their number must be uocertain, for 
the satisfaction and accommodation of the mer- 
chants: Few houses, however, out of London, 
will be subject to the Excise laws which are not 
so already. 

‘“‘ The only remaining objection is, the power 
of officers to enter and search houses. This 
objection could not possibly have any weight, 
without the aid of gross misconception, or mis- 
representation. | warehouses, cellars, sbops, 
and rooms used for keeping, manufacturing, or 
selling tobacco, are to be entered at the inland 
office. These are to be always liable to the in- 
spection of the officer, and it is to be made penal 
to keep or conceal tobacco in any room or place 
not entered. But no other past of the house 
is liable to be searched without a warrant and & 
constable, which warrant is not to be granted 
without any affidavit of the cause of suspicivo. 
The practice of the customs js now stronger; 
they can enter with a writ of assistance with- 
out any afiidavit. But why all this solicitude 
in the behalf of fraud? Ifthe powers given by 
either, or both the systems of revenue law are 
not sufficient (as I am informed they are not 10 
the case of tea,) it is an argument to add more 
checks, byt no argument against the applicatica 

«¢ The regulation in these two commodities, 
can affect neither trade, the poor, or the manu- 
facturer. The poor are not all concerned in 
the question of tobacco, as the retailer now 
sells all tobacco at the rate of duty paid. 
manufacturer is concerned as litale, for the 
same reason, and neither one or the other 
drinks any wine. The landed interest cannot 
be affected by it in consequence of an advanced 
charge on the poor and the manufacturer. Ibe 
whole clamour then isin favour of the retailer 
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or tradesman, and even he cannut suffer, unless 
ilty of frauds. This is the scheme which has 
en represented in so dreadful and terrible a 
light ; this is the monster, the many headed 
monster, which was to devour the people, and 
commit such ravages over the whole nation. 


How justly it bas been represented in such a 


light, I shall leave to this Committee and to the 
world without doors to judge. I have said, and 
will repeat it, that whatever apprehensions and 
terrors people may have been brought under 
from a false and malicibus representation of what 
they neither did, or could know or uuderstand, 
I am fully persuaded, that when they have 
duly considered the Scheme I have now the 
honour to open tu you, they will view itin an- 
other light; and that if it has the good furtane 
to meet the approbation of parliament, and 
comes to take effect, the people will soon feel 
the happy consequences of it; and when 
they experience these goud effects, they will no 
longer look on those persons as their friends, 
who have so grossly imposed on their under- 
standings. 

‘“¢ [look upon it as a most innocent scheme ; 
it can be hurtful to none but smugglers and 
unfair traders. [ am certain it will be of great 


- benefit to the revenue, and will tend to make 
London a free port, and by consequence, the 


market of the world. If I had thought other- 
wise of it, I would never have ventured to pro- 
Pose it in this place. | 

‘‘ Therefore I shall now beg leave to move thut 


it may be resolved, “* That # is the Opinion of 
<<‘ this Committee, that the Subsidy and addi- 


“ tional Duty upon Tobacco of the British Plan- 


** tations, granted by an act of the 12tb of King 


* Charles II. and the Iinpost thereon, granted 
“ by an Act of the first of King James II. and 
** also the ove third Subsidy thereon, granted by 


“an Act of the 2d of Queen Anne, amounting 


“inthe whole to 5§d. per Pound, for several 
“ terms of years inthe said respective acts men- 


“ tioned, and which have since been continued 


““ and made perpetual, subject to Redemption 
“ by Parliament, shall from and after the 24th 
day of June 1733, cease and determine,” 


Sir Robert Walpole having thus opened and 
explamed the nature of the Excise-Scheme, 


Mr. Perry answered him as follows : 

Sir, The honourable gentleman on the floor 
hastaken up agreat deal of the time of the 
Committee, in stating a great number and va- 


riety of facts, and in drawing conclusions and. 


making calculations, upon the supposition that 
every one of those facts was exactly as he has 
been pleased to represent them tous. This I 
Cannotentirely agree with the gentleman in, 
for if all those facts were exactly as he has re- 
pecs them, andifall the computations he 
‘has made upon that supposition were just, that 
quantity of tobacco, the duties of which the 
ee isthereby supposed to be entirely de- 
rauded of, would amount to a much greater 
quantity of tobacco yearly, than grows in the 
whole country from which we fetch that com- 
Von. VHL . 
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modity. I did not expect to have heard so long 
a detail of facts, or so many particular compu- 
tations : I do not thiok it at all necessary upon | 
the present occasion ; I expected that the gen- 
tleman would have taken a much more general 
and a more,just method : I thought he would 
have stated to us the quantity of tubacco yearly 
imported, the quantity yearly ex ited, and 
would have given us the best proofs that could 
be found for justifying his computations ih that 
respect, because from thence tvery man might 
have easily seen what quantity remained for 
home consumption, and what sum of mon 
this would have yearly brought in, if the duties 
had been all regu'arly paid ; and upon com- 
paring that with what those duties have really 
amounted to fur some years past, we might 
have been able to have made some guess at the 
value of the frauds that have been committed, 
and at the advantage that may accrue to the 
public, supposing that all frauds had been pre- 
vented for the time to come. 

This is the proper way, the only way of coms 
ing at any sort of certain knowledge inthe affair 
before us, but I am afraid ifwe should consider 
it in this way, we should find that the scheme 
now propsed to us would be of no such mighty 
advantage to the public revenue as has been re- 
presented, even supposing that all frauds were 
for the future to be thereby entirely prevented : 
and considering that no method of collection, | 
no pains or penalties,that can be contrived, _ 
can be supposed effectual for preventing every 
fraud that may hereafter be invented and set on © 
foot ; we should find no great temptation for 
agreeing to any scheme, by which the liberties 
of our country may he brought into the leas 
danger for the sake of any advantage that we 
could suppose would thence accrue to the pub- 
lic revenue. That there are frauds committed 
in the tobacco-trade, I shall never pretend ty 
deny, I make no manner of doubt but that there 
are too many frands committed in that trade 
aswellas in every other brancts of the publie 
revenue: But upun a fair state of the case, I 
am sure they cannot amount to near that value 
which the honourable gentleinan has been 
pleased to mention; and therefore I beg leave 
toexamine a little those particular frauds and 
calculations which have been mentioned by 
him. [Here Mr. Perry went through and exa- 
mined all the frauds that had been mentiéned, 
and all the computations that had been made, 
more particularly as to the bonds, then went 
on. 

J. It has been pretended, that the publie 
has sustained, and are still in danger of sustain- 
ing great losces by the method of granting bonds 
for the duties payable upon tobacco: This I 
had before heard hinted at by the honourable 
gentleman, and therefore I have lately had a 
meeting with several of the merchants m 
London trading in Tobacco: We have exa- 
mined that affeir, and I can now tell that gen- 
tlernan, that I have it in commission from them 
to propose, that ifthe government will give ua 
8 aa but uf 20,0004. we will give undeniable’ 

yi 
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‘security for the payment of all the bonds they 
“are now possessed of, which are not become 
desperate by the bondsmen being already gone 
off, or become bankrupts. 

As to that fraud called socking, it bas been 
‘already discovered, and is, I hope, prevented. 
But it is well known, that the quereliants dis- 
covered it first, the merchants went and com- 
plained of it to the commissioners of the customs, 
and the merchants joined and assisted the oth- 
cers of the customs in putting an effectual stop 
thereto. This I must know, because I had 
the honour to go at the head of several mer- 
chants trading in tobacco, to the commission- 
ers of the custems, to request of them that 
wemight be allowed to give a gratuity to 
‘one of their officers, who had been most instru- 
mental in the detecting and preventing of that 
fraud, and accordingly I myself paid that of- 
ficer a very handsome sum of money, which we 
‘all thought his diligence and integrity very well 
deserved. 

As to the frauds committed at the weighing 
of the tobacco either on importation or expor- 
tation, I am afraid they are too frequent: But 
“as the tobacco is always weighed upon the 
ublic Custom-house keys, where Custom- 
ouse officers swarm like bees before a hive; 
- and as there must be two or three officers of 
the customs attending ahd overlooking the 
weighing of every cask of tobacco, we cannot 
suppose that these frauds were ever so enor- 
mous as they are represented to be: Whatever 
frauds are committed in that way, must be 
either by neglect or collusion of the otticers, 
and I cannot see how the Scheme now proposed 
to us will make the officers, either of the cus- 
toms or the excise, more diligent in their duty, 
or more faithful in their trust, than they were 
heretofore. Asto the re-landing of tobacco 
after it has been entered for exportation, it 
was never pretended that this was practised at 
the port of London, nor cam it be pretended 
that any great quantities of such tobacco were 
ever consumed in London: This isa practice 
that may perhaps have been frequent in the 
northern parts of theisland, and in some, dis- 
tant creeks and corners of the const; and 
while there is such a vast disproportion be- 
tween the prime cost and the duties on to- 
bacco, I may prophesy, that in such remote 
places this will always be a practice: It could 
not be prevented by ten times the number 
of officers we have, even though we had a 
much more numerous army to support them 
than we have at present: And as for the 
stripping, cutting, and pressing the stalks, 
and the engine that has been invented for 
that purpose, if the honourable gentle:nan 
mentioned it as a fraud, or as a late discovery, 
he mistakes it very much; on the contrary, it 
is no fraud, nor is it a late discovery; it iy a 
business that has been openly, honestly, and 
publicly carried on for many years; itis a bu- 
sincss that has improved our tobacco-trade, 
and is as common and as well known as the 
business of a woollen or a linnen-draper. 


f 


Permit me now to take some notice of the 
tobacco-planters, and of the hardships they 
are laid under by their tobacco-factors, who 
are, it seems, now become their lords and mas- 
ters. lam sure none of them ever thought of 
complaining, till they were pat upon it by let- 
ters and applications from hence. There are 
hardships iu ali trades, which men must neces- 
sarily submit to, or give up their business; but 
every man, that understands the tobacco-trade, 
must see that the hardships the factors labour 
under, are by much the most namerous and 
the most grievous; and if this Scheme should 
take effect, they will become’ so grievous, that 
no man would be able to continue in the trade; 
by this the planters would be utterly uodone, 
and the trade quite lost to this uation; for it 
will be impossible for them to manage their 
plantations, or to send their produceto Britamn, 
without having sume considerable merchants 
settled here, to send ships to receive the same 
in America, to receive and dispose of it after 
itig landed here, and to supply them with 
ready money till their tobacco can be brought 
to a proper market. As to the rémonstrance, 
mentioned by the honourable gentleman to 
have been lately sent over by the tobscco- 
pianters, I know it was obtained by lettets 
sent from hence, and I believe many of those 
who joined in it, now heartily repent of what 
they have done; it was drawn up in a form of 
a petition to this House, and was designed to 
have been presented, but it seems the promo- 
ters of ithave thought better of the matter: 
However, that it was obtained in the uniair 
manner! have represented, I am now ready 
to prove to the conviction of the whole world. 

Thisthen being the case, as the Scheme now 
proposed to us cannot be supposed to be of 
any great benefit tothe public revenue, as i 
will be so far from being an advantage to the 
fair trader, or to the honest planter, Chat it may 
probably ruin both, and entirely destroy our 
tobacco trade; though I, and all honest men, 
and I defy that honourable gentleman, I dety 
the whole world to reproach me with one up- 
fair practice in the whole course of my life, I 
say, thongh I and all honest men wish from 
our hearts that frauds may be prevented 10 
this, as well as in every other branch of the 
public revenue, yet I cannot give my assent ta 
& propesition that may be of so dangerous con 
sequence; a proposition which I look upon to 
be inconsistent with our constitution; I am 
convinced it would prove a most fatal stroke to 
the liberties of my country, which will, IT doubt 
not, be made plainly appear by other gentle- 
men of much greater abilities than mine: 
And to every man who has a regard for Ins 
country, or for the people he represeots, © 
last must be a sufficient reason for being 
against it, even though it were otherwise the 
most beneficial Scheme that had ever been 
proposed. ; 

But since I look upon my being 8 member 
of this House, as the greatest glory of my life, 
since Llook upon that day on which I was 
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chose one of the representatives of the city of 
London, as the most auspicious day of my 
whole life, I cannot tamely sit still and hear the 
whole body of the merchants of that great 
city represented by that honourable gentleman 
as a pack of rogues, smugglers, and unfair 
traders. It isa treatment they no way de- 
serve, itis a very odd, avery unkind sort of 
treatment, and such a treatment as I am sure 
they never will forget, and I believe never will 
forgive. : 

Sir Paul Methuen spoke next. 

Sir; 

When I first heard of this scheme, I was in 
the country, and there I must say that it had 
been represented in such a light, as created a 
general dislike to it, and raised great appre- 
hensions in the minds of most people. It was 
represented as a scheme for introducing agene- 
ral excise; such a scheme I own I would not 
allow myself to think was contrived or approved 
of by any gentleman in the administrauon; I 
did imagine, that all those in the administration 
were very well convinced, that a general excise 
was what the people of England would never 
quietly submit to, and theretore did not belicve 
that any of them would ever countenance a 
scherae which had the least tendency that way. 
But now, after having heard it opened, and 
fully explained, by the honourable gentleman 
on the fluor, I cannot but think that it is a wide 
step towards establishing a general excise, and 

therefore I must be excused assenting to it. 

How far it relates to trade, with which it 
certainly hasa very close connection, I shall 
leave to be explained by others more conver- 
sant in those affairs ; nor will I take upon me 


to say how far it may be a remedy for the frauds © 


' mentioned by the honourable gentleman; but 
there is another concern which I sball always, 
while I have the honour to sit in this House, 
have a particular eye to, and that is, the liberty 
of my country. The danger with which this 
scheme seems to threaten the liberty of tnany 
of my fellow-subjects, is alone of sufficient force 
to make me give my negative to the question. 
Let gentlemen but reflect, let them but cast 
their eyes back on the several laws that have 
been made since the revolution, they will there 
find, that there bas been already more power 
vested in the crown, than may be thought alto- 
. gether consistent with the constitution of a free 
country ; and therefore, I hope this House will 
never think of adding to that power, which there 
may be some ground to suspect is already toe 
far extended, , fs 

The laws of excise have always been looked 
upon as Most grievous to the subject: All those 
already subjected to such laws, are, in my opi- 
nion, so far deprived of their liberty; and since 
by this scheme, a great many more of his Ma- 
jesty’s faithful subjects are to be subjected to 
those arbitrary laws, let the advantages accruing 
to the public from it be never so great or so 
many, they will be purchased at ton dear a rate, 
af they are purchased at the expence of the 
liberty of the meanest of his Majesty's subjects ; 


for even the meanest man in the nation has as 
natural and as good a right to bis liberty, as 
the greatest man io this or in any other king- 
doin. | 

Let us but take a view of the neighbouring 
nations in Europe, they were all once free ;. 
the people of every one of them had once as 
many liberties and privileges to boast of as we 
have now; but at present they are most of 
them reduced to a state of alavery, they have 
no liberty, no property or law, nor any thing 


they can depend on, Let us examine their 


histories, let us inquire into the methods by 
which they are deprived of their liberties, and 
we shall dod a very near resemblance between 
those methods and the schesue now proposed to 
us. Almost in every country in the world, the 
liberties of the people have been destroyed, 
under pretence of preserving or of rescuing the 
people from some great evil, to which it was 
pretended they were exposed: This is the very 
case now baluse us, in order to enable the 
crown to prevent some little frauds, pretended 
to have been committed in the ancient method 
of collecting the public revenue, it is proposed 
to us to put such a power in the hands of the 
crown, as may enable some future Prince to ene 
slave the whole nation. This is really the light 
in which this scheme appears to me; but to the 
honourable gentleman who now proposed it to 
us, 1 am persuaded it appears in a quite dif+ 
ferent light, otherwise I am certain he would 
never have proposed it to this Committee, 
However, since the generality of the nation 
have already shewn a great dislike to it; L 
therefore hope the honourable gentleman may 
be prevailed on to delay it till another session 
of parliament; in such a delay there can be no 
danger, there can be no great loss to the pub- 
lic; more especially since the money, to be 
thereby raised, is not so much as proposed to 
be applied to the current service of the present 
year: If it be delayed till another session of 
parliament, gentlemen will then have time to 
consider it fully, and to consult with their cone 
stituents aboutit; hy that time it may possibly 
appear in a quite different light both to me and 
to many other gentlemen, without doors as well 
as within; and then, if upon examination it 
appears to be as guod a thing as some gentle- 
men now seem tu believe, it will, without doubt, 
be approved of by the generality of those with- 
out, as well as by the majority of those within. 

But I hope those yentlemeno, who have now 
so good an opinion of the scheme, will not 
think of tbrustivg it down people’s throats, 
when they see that the generality of the nation 
have an opinion of it quire different from what 
they have; such a resolution, such an attempt 
might produce consequences which [ tremble to 
think of: and this is another motive which is of 
great weight with me; I have the honour to 
know his Majesty, his royal persun I have for- 
merly had the honour to approach, and I know 
him to be a prince of so much goodness, that 
were this scheme represented in this light to 
him, he never would approve of it; to him i8 


t 
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will always be a sufficient reason against any , the same price as if the duves hed actually 
pvp that the generality of his people been paid to the public: be pays a high price 


ave sbewn their dislike to it: | love tis Ma- 
jesty, I have a sincere and a dutiful respect for 

im and all bis royal family; aud therefore [ 
shall always be sfraid of any thing that may 
alienate the affections of many of his Majesty's 
faithful subjects, which I believe would be the 
certain consequeace of the present establish- 
ment of this scheme ; fur which reasons, if the 
question be dow pushed, I shall most heartily 
give my negative to it. 

Sir Philip Yorke (Attorney General) spoke 
as follows: 

Sir; 

After the honourable gentleman near me 
had opened to the Cummittee, in a manuer 80 
fall and so clear, a scheme which had met 
with so unfair and so angenerous a treatment, 
before those who treated it so could know any 
thing about it, I little expected that the ho- 
nourable gentleman who spoke last, or any 
gentleman in this Committee, could be so far 
deceived, as to have taken it in the light they 
do. In my opinion, the debate is now put 
upon a fvoting very different from what it 
Ought to be: What can the affair now before 
us have to do with our constitution? there is 
nothing, there can be nothing supposed to be 
in the propusition made by my honourable 
friend, that can in the least tend towards in- 
croaching on our constitution, or towards af- 
fecting the liberty of the subject. The only 
consideration st present before us is, whether 
we shall allow those gross frauds and abuses, 
formerly committed in the tobacco trade, to be 
etill carried on with impunity, or accept of a 
remedy which, by effectually preventing these 
frauds for the future, will considerably im- 
‘prove the public revenue, will be of great ad- 
vantage to the fair trader, and of singular use 
and benefit to the whole nation? 

This is the plain question now before us, 
and if it be considered in its proper light, with- 
out confounding it with other matters with 
which it bas no manner of relation, I am sure 
it cannot admit of any debate. The honour- 
able gentleman, in opening this affair to us, 
made it so manifest that there have been 
great frauds commiited in that branch of trade; 
and that the preventing of those frauds would 
bea great improvement to the public revenue, 
that what he advanced on that head has not 
been opposed or contradicted: and this House 
has been upon all occasiuns so very careful of 
the public revenues, and has been always so 
ready (o “gree to any measures for preventing 
abuses in the collecting of them, thac I cannot 
help thinking that the .disuhke, which appears 
agaist the remedy now proposed, must pro- 
ceed trom some othcr motives than gentlemen 
are willing to own. : 

It is certain, that by the frauds and abuses 
that are committed in this branch of the re- 
venue, not only the putlic is cheated of what 
is due to tiem, but likewise every private con- 
Suiuer 18 wost grossly posed on, fur he pays 


for what he consumes, but then he bas tus for 
his comfort, that he thioks a great part of that 
high price goes towards the public good of hs 
country ; but in all frauduleut trade he 18 im 
posed on, the high price he pays, goes every 
farthing of it into the pocket of the fraudulent 
dealer. This then being plainly the case, I 
shoald think that the gentlemen, who oppose 
this scheme, ought to endeavour to slew us, 
that no such frauds as are pretended, have been 
committed; or that they are so inconsiderable 
that they are not worth minding; or that what 
is proposed would be no sort of remedy for 
them: but upon the present question, to talk 
of our constitution seems really to me to bea 
sort of insinuation, as if frauds in the collectm 
of the public revenue were become a parto 
our constitution; and that whoever attempts 
to remedy then, must attempt something 
against our constitution: and as to the liberty 
of the subject, it is not possible for me to find 
out any liberty that can be struck at by the 
scheme now before us, but the iiberty of smug- 
gling; for as to national liberty, as tu that 
liberty which has always been, and I hope 
always will be the glory of the people uf these 
kingdows, it is certain that our public revenues 
are its greatest security: bow then can that 
scheme be said to tend towards the destroying 
of liberty, which so evidently tends towards the 
improvement of that upon which our liberty 
manifestly depends ? 
As to the raising clamours and disaffection 
among his Majesty's faithful subjects, there 
can be no reason for apprehending any such 
thing from the scheme now proposed to us; 
whatever clamours may have been unjustly 
raised by ill-designing men against the scheme 
hefore it was known, will certainly all vanish 
as soon as it comes to be publicly known thst 
there never was any thing intended by the 
scheme, bat only to enable the public to re 
ceive those duties they are already by law in- 
tled to; and te prevent the fair trader's being 
undone by rogues and smugglers: so that one 
strong argument with me for agréeing to the 
scheme is, that by cerrying it into execution, 
and thereby shewing to every man what it 
really is, those ill-grounded clamours, whicb 
have been raised by the enemies of the go- 
vernment, may be allayed; and may be made 
appear to be at last as groundless as they were 
at first malicious. Bes:des, as one of the chief 
things intended by this scheme, is the relief of 
the landed interest, it must contribute towards 
establishing his Majesty and his government in 
the hearts and affections of ail the landed gea- 
tlemen in England, when they see themseives 
so considerably relieved as to a tax, which they 
have been charged with for a great many years, 
and that without loading them, or any ot their 


fellow subjects, with any new tax whatever, oF 


obliging one hones: man in the kingdom (0 
contribute a fart!-ing to the public charge more 
than he did before; this must secure to bs 
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Majesty the affections of all honest men, and 
it will greatly improve vur character among 
our foreyn neig' ours; for wheu they see that 
- the government may be supported in times 
of peace, without the assistance of that im- 

sition which is yearly rai-ed upon the land- 
Polders of Great Britain, they will be careful 
of giving us any disiurbance or offence; they 
will all see that we have a fund im reserve, 
reacly at oll times, and sufficient for supporting 
&@ most heavy and expensive war. 

As to the severity of the laws of excise, I am 
surprized t tear gen: t-men talk so much of it 
asthey do. Th-y talk of those laws as if there 
were something in them most singularly severe, 
when it 1s weil knuwo that the laws of the cus- 
tom. ure in many cases as severe as those of 
the Excre, and the powers granted by the for- 
Mer ure, in most cases, as extensive as those 
granted by the latter: Au officer of the cus- 
tums has. in many cases, a power of entering 
the house of any subject in Britain; this is a 
power that is absoluiely necessary to be given, 
and will always be necessary as long as we 
have any duties to be levied; itis a power 
they have had for wany yeurs, and yet it never 
has been, I hope it never will be abused; if 
ever it should, the parliament would, without 
doubt, severely chastise that officer that com 
mitted such an abuse, or those commissioners 
who dared to encourage him in the committing 
of any such abuse. In this therefore the laws 
of the excise are no more severe than the laws 
of the customs, and in most other ca-es we 
shall find them pretty much the same wih re- 
spect to severity; for which reason | could not 
but be surprised to hear the honourable gen- 
tleman who spoke last, say, ‘ That he thought 
¢ all those who were subject to the laws of ex- 
‘ cise were downright slaves, and were entirely 
“ deprived of their liberty :’ I beleve that most 
of those people, who are subject to the laws of 
excise, look upon themselves to be as free, aud 
enjoy as much liberty, as any other of ‘his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects. | 

One of the great complaints against this 
scheine is, I find, that it will greatly increase 
the number of excise officers; a new army of 
excisemen, it is said, must be raised for the 
execution of this scheme, and. this aay be of 
dangerous consequence to our liberties: But 
bow little weight there is in this argument, I 
leave to every gentleman to judge; the whole 
number proposed to be added is not above 126 
officers; and grauting that there were to he 
150, is this nation to be enslaved by 150 little 
excisemen ? In this there is really something so 
ridiculous, that I am almost ashamed to men- 
tion it. 


consequently entirely independent on the 
crown. To this the gentlemen answer, ‘ That, 
* even before those judges, the subject is not to 
‘be tried by a jury,’ and this is loudly come 
plained of, as if the subjecting of Englishmen 
to any trial but that by a jury, were a great in~ 
novation, and a ie encroachment uvpun 
our constitution. own that by the great 
charter, by one of the fundamental articles of 
our constitution, every Englishman is to be 
tried by his peers; but has not the wisd:m of 
the nation found it necessary to admit of many 
exceptions to this general rule; we have seve- 
ral of our most‘eminent courts, which are in 
every meti.od of their proceeding an exception 
to this rule; in the court of chancery we bave 
no trials by juries; in the high court of aami- 
ralty we have no trials by juries ; and in man 
particular cases it is ordered, that the affair 
shall be tried in the most summary way with- 
out any jury: In all these cases the wisdom of 
the nation found it necessa:y to depart from 
the general rule established by the great char- 
ter, and therefore they altered the method of 
trial; Why sbould not the legislature now do 
the same? :Is not their power the same? And 
if they see good reasen for it in the present 
case ought not they to do it? whatever is done 
by the wisdum of parliament becomes a part of 
our constitution; and whatever new method of 
trial is thereby introduced, becomes from 
thenceforth as much a part of our constitutio 
as ever the old one was. 
Now, if ever there was a reason in any case 
for altering the ancient method of trial by jury, 
I am sure there is a very strong reason for alt 
tering it with regard to trials concerning the 
revenue: every gentleman, who has been the 
least conversant in the courts of Westminster 
hall, well knows the partiality of juries in fa- 
vour of those, who are sued by the crown for 
any frauds in the public revenue; I could give 
many instances of it, but I shall mention only 
one. [Here-he informed the House of the case. 
The defendant in this case was one of the most 
famous and the most notorious smugglers in the 
whole country, he had often been tried for such 
practices, and though he had always before es- 
caped, yet it was thought impossible he should 
then get off; I had then the honour to serve 
the crown, and so must very well remember 


the trial; the evidence against him was so very , 


full and clear, that I believe there was not a 
man in the court, except those on the jury, who 
were not fully convinced of the truth of the 
evidence given against him; he was, according 
to the opinion of every other man present, 
fully convicted of what he was accused of; yet 
the gentlemen of the jary thought fit to bring in 


Another objection is, ‘ That thereby a great | a verdict in his favour: so that really the crown 


‘mauy people will be subjected to be tried by 
‘the commissioners of excise, of by commis- 
¢ sivners of appeal, who are entirely dependent 
‘on the crown, and removeable at pleasure ;° 
But this obj, ction 1s, I think, entirely removed, 
by niki g the appeal tu three judges in West- 


wmainster-ball, who are all judges for life, and are’ 


can never pretend to prevent smugyling or un- 
fair trading, as long as the trials are to be for 
the most part by juries; and where it becomes 
necessary to alter the method of trial, the al- 
tering it in that new case can no more be said 
to be an innovation or an incroachment on our 
constitution, than the altering of it formerly in 
another case was, | 


‘ 
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In short, I have as great a value for the liberty | ever was swallowed by them since they were a 
of my fellow subjects as any gentleman in this | people. 


House; I shall always be ready to appear for 


The learned gentleman was pleased to say 


the liberties of my country, whenever I see! that he was of opinion, that the Oppositicna ta 
them in any manner attacked: but as liberty {| this wicked scheme, tor so I must cail it, pro- 


does not at all enter into the present question, 


it is needless to make any declarations about it, | willing to own. 


or to have it any wise under our consideration ; 


ceeded from other mouves than gentlemen are 
I do not know what motives 
he can mean: But I am persuaded, that those 


and therefore I shall be very ready to give my | gentleman who propose this scheme, have some 


assent to the motion made by the honourable 
gentleman near me. 

Sir Philip Yorke baving done speaking, 

Sir Paul Methuen stood up agaia and spoke 
as follows: 

Sir, 

I rise up only to explain myself as to one par- 
ticular, in which the honourable and learned 
gentleman over the way, for whom I havea 
very great respect, seems to have mistaken me, 
or rather has misrepresented what I said; for I 
did not say, that those who are now subject to 
the laws of excise are downright slaves, or that 
they are totally deprived of their liberty: | 
should be sorry if any such thing could be said 
of any man, that has the least pretence to call 
himself a subject of Great Britain; but I said 
that those, who are subjected to the laws 
ef excise, are, so far as they are sub- 
jected to such laws, deprived of their li- 
berty: they are deprived of a part of their 
liberty, and therefure cannot be said to be as 
free as any other of bis Mayesty’s subjects. 
This is still my opinion, and if those, who are 
90 unfortunate as to be subject to the laws of 
excise, were to be asked the question, Whether 
they think themselves as free in all cases, as 
those who are subject to no such laws? I be- 
lieve there is not one of them but would an- 
swer, No. ; 

Sir John Barnard spoke next: 

Sir, 

I find that the honourable gentleman who 
opened this schemeto the Commitee, (sir R. 
Walpole,) and the learned gentleman who spoke 
since (sir Philip Yorke) make great complaints 
of some people's having grossly and maliciously 
misrepresented their scheme, betore those ma- 
licious persons knew what is was. For my 
part, I happen to be of a a different way of 
thinking ; for though I am far from thinking 
that the scheme, as now opened to us, is the 
very same with what it was wheo first formed ; 
yet, even as itis now opened, it is such a scheme, 
In wy opinion, xs cannot even by malice iselt, 
be represented to be worse than it really is. 

Now that I know it; now that I see what it 
is, it appears to me tu bea scheme that will be 
attended with all those bad consequences, that 
ever were apprehended from it before it was 
known; and I plainly foresee, that tt wall pro- 
duce none of those good effects, which gentle- 
men have been pleased to entertain us with the 
hopes of: They bave, indeed, gilded the pill a 
litle, but the composition wihin is sull the 
same; and if the people ot England be obliged 
to swallow it, they will find it as bitter a pill as 


secret views, which it would neither be conre- 
nient or safe for them to owo in ths place; 
for as to any reasons or views, .which may be 
openly avowed for the proposing of this scheme, 
I know of none, but that of preventing the 
frauds that may be committed: in that branch 
of the revenue now under our consideration : 
and that it will not enswer that purpose, has 
been made plainly appear by my worthy bro- 
ther near :ne (Mr. Perry); but granting that 
this scheme should answer such a purpose, if the 
laws now in being, duly executed, are suticient 
to answer that purpuse, what necessity is there 
for applying this new, this desperate remcdy, a 
remedy which is certainly much worse than ths 
disease ? But before I proceed any farther, I 
shall desire that the Commissioners of the cus- 
toms, who are attending st the avor, may be 
called in. 

[The commissioners were accorilincly called 
in, and being asked by sir Joho Barnard, What 
ah thought the value of the frauds coinmitted 
in the tobacco trade might amount to one year 
with another? Their answer was, That they 
had never made any compatation: but one 
of them said, that by a computation be had 
made only to satisfy his own private curiosity, 
he believed the frauds come to their knowledge, 
might amouut to 30 or 40,000/. per annum, one 
yeer with another. Then sir John Barnard 
asked them whether # was their opinion, that 
if the officers of the customs periormed their 
duty diligendy and faithfully, it would rot ef 
fectually prevent all, or most of the francs thet 
could be committed in the tobacco trade? To 
which they answered, that it was their opinion 
ut would. Then he asked them farther, whe 
ther it was their opinion, that if the commis 
sioners Of the customs had the same power over 
their officers, as the commissioners of tbe excise 
have over theirs, it would not contribute a great 
deal towards making them more faithtul iu the 
discharge of their duty than they now are? To 
this theiranswer wag, that they believed it would, 
Atterthis, the commissioners being withdrawn, 
sir John Barnard proceeded thus :} 

Sir; I now leave it to every gentleman 2 
this House to consider, what real pretence caa 
be formed for introducing such a dangerous 
scheme, as what has been proposed to us; the 
only pretence I have yet heard made use of is, 
the preventing of trands, by which, say ther, the 
fair trader witl be encouraged, and the revenue 
encreased: but now you see, that 1s the opr 
nion, even of the commissioners of the customs, 
that, by a due execution ot the laws now m 
being, all or most of those frauds may be effec 
tually prevented: aad I am sure, if they cae 
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be prevented by the laws in being, the prevent- 
ing of thei by that method will contribute 
much more to the increase of the public reve- 
nue, and to the encouragement of the fuir tra- 
der, than the preventing of them by means of 
the dangerous scheme now proposed to us. 
I now leave it to the whole wold to judge, who 
are they that have secret motives which they 
are not willing to own; which they dare not 
own; Wheiher it be those who are the propo- 
sers and promoters of this scheme, or those 
who are the opposers of it? | 
The learned gentleman seemed to be sur- 
prised how our constitution, or the liberties of 
our country came to be broaght into the pre- 
sent debate: he said, ‘ he thought they bad no 
manner of concern in the present question,’ 
I am sorry to differ from a gentleman who, by 
his profession, ought, who certainly does under- 
stand the nature of our constitution, as well as 
any man in England; but I am of opinion, 
that the constitution of our government, and 
the liberty of the subject, was never more 
nearly or more immediately concerned in any 
question, than they are in the present; they are 
both so deeply concerned, that their prescrva- 
tion or their total overthrow depends entirely 
upon the success of the scheme now under our 
consideration: If the scheme succeeds, they 
must tumble of course; if tne scheme 1s defeat- 
ed, they may he preserved: I hope they will 
be preserved till time shall be no more. But I 
must say, that the learned gentleman, and 
every gentleman who appears as an advocate 
‘for the scheme’ now proposed to us, is much in 
the right to keep, if they can, the constitution 
and the liberties of their country out of the de- 
bate; itis from thence that the principal ar- 
guments are to be formed against their scheme ; 
itis from thence that such arguments may be 
formed against it, as must appear unanswerable 
to every man who has a regard for either. 
The gentleman tells us, § That there are but 
* 120, or 150 excise officers, besides warehouse 
* keepers, to he added by the scheme now be- 
“fore us;’ and this additional number they 
seem to makea ridicule of; but considering 
the swarms of tax-gatherers we have already 
established, this small number, as they call it, is 
nO trivial matter; and I would be glad to know 
from those gentlemen, what they call ware- 
house keepers, and what number of them may 
be necessary? 1 hope they will allow, that a 
warehouse keeper appointed by the treasury, 
and paid by the treasury, is an officer of the re- 
venue, as much as any other officer whatsoever; 
and ifthe number that there must be of these 
be added to the other, I believe we may find 
that the number of revenue officers to he added 
»y this scheme must be very considerable. 
S for the new method of appeal proposed, 1 
Can see no advantage that it will be of to any 
Unfortunate man that may have occasion for it: 
in all cases, the charge and trouble of attending 
pas be very great, and the event very pre- 
mous ; but in most cases, where poor retail- 
“rs inay have occasion to be concerned, the 


charge and trouble of attendance must be 
greater than the subject can bear, so that all 
such people must succumb; they must submit 
to the determination of the commissioners of 
the excise, and can expect no other redress, but 
what they meet with from the mercy of thosg 
commissioners. The judges of Westnmsinster 
Hall are, it is true, for lite, but they are all 
named by the crown; I shall say nothing of the 
present judges, who so worthily fill the several 
benches of Westminster Hall; but if they 
should die, and if the crown should be resolved 
to use that power, which the Parliament bad 
put into their hands, in order to oppress the 
subject, they will always find Judges fit for 
their purpose: judges are but men, they are 
subject to the same frailties that other men are, 
and the crown has always plenty of baits where- 
withal to tempt them. A judge may be made 
a lord chief justice, a lord chiet justice may be 
made a lord chancellor, and every one ma 
have a son, a brother, or a cousin to be aart d 
ed for; and the crown has many other ways, 
by which they may winover a judge to adminis- 
ter justice according to the directions he shall 
receive from court; more especially when he is 
to administer justice in a summary way, and with- 
out the usual forms of proceeding in courts of law 
equity. For by this new method of appeal, and 
which has becn so much bragged of, care has 
been taken that the subject shall not be restor- 
ed to his ancient birthright, that is, to a trial 
by jury: No, this I find is most carefull 
avoided, and yet I think it must be sllewed, 
that it is the inherent right of every Englishman 
to be tried by his peers; I am not so much 
acquainted with law, as to give an account of 
the several cases in which this method of trial 
has heen set aside, or the reasons for so doing; 
but I will venture to say, that wherever that 
method has been set aside, whether the same 
was done by the wisdoin of the nation or other- 
wise, such an alteration was an innovation, and 
was a dangerous encroachment upon the origie 
nal charter of our constitution. 

As to the pretended partiality of juries, so 
much complained of by the le:rned gentleman, 
itis of no weight with me; 1 cannot see how 
that honourable gentleman, or any gentleman, 
can pretend to know what reasons a jury may 
have for giving their verdict: no gentleman has 
a right to be believed trpon his single say-so, 
against a verdict given by twelve honest men 
upon oath. If there have been so many verdicts 
given against the crown, as that learned gentle-~ 
man seems to insinuate, it 13 to me a strong 
proof that prosecutions .have been set on fout 
against the subject, upon the evidence of wit- 
nesses, whose credibility or veracity have not 
been very much to be depended on; which is 
so far from being an argument for altering the 
method of trial by jury, that it is a very strong 
argument forthe continuance of that method ia 
alltime to come. But as it is now very late, and 
as I shail probably have another opportu- 
nity of giving my sentiments more fully upoa 
the affair now before us, I shall trouble you ne 
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“farther at present, but only to declare, that 
now, after fearing this scheme opened to us, I 
dislike it as much as ever I did any represen- 
tation of it thae ever I heard of, and therefore 
shali give my negative to the question proposed. 
Sir Joseph Jekyll spoke as follows : 
If 5 ’ 

As the affair, which is at present the subject 
of our consideration, has been mucli talked of, 
and variously represented without doors; and 
as it has been br some months the subject of 
conversation amongst people of all ranks and 
qualities, [ was fally resolved to suspend my 
judgment in relation to it, till I should bear it 
fully opened and laid before this House. There 
were, indeed, such clamours raised without 
doors, and it was represented in so many hide- 
ous shapes, that I cannot say but [ came this 
morning to the House, if prejudiced, rather 
against than in favour of any such project ; but 
still I came, as I always do, altogether undeter- 
mined, and resolved so to remain, till I was 
fully informed by other gentlemen, in the course 
of the debate, of all those facts which ought to 
be known, before any determination can be 
made in an affair of so great importance. 

I had before heard, that by this scheme the 
landed gentlemen were tu be eased of a part of 
the land tax; that the public revenue was to 
be greacly improved; and that our planters in 
America, and our fair traders at bothe were to 
be greatly encouraged: but all these conside- 
rations would have had no weight with me, if I 
had found that so many of my fellow-subjects 
were thereby to have been subjected to the 
grievous laws of excise, without any alleviation 
or alteration. I must own, that the severity of 
the laws of excise has been long justly com- 
plained of, but at the same time I must say, 
that tle many frauds committed in that branch 
of the public revevue now under our cunside- 
ration are most heavy and grievous, and what 
I cannot think of seeing the nation suffer any 
longer under, without applying some proper re- 
aed ; and since by the proposition now made 
to us, there is not only an effectual remedy pro- 
vided against a!l those frauds, but likewise a 
method proposed, by which the edge of the laws 
of excise is to be blunted, and that severity 
taken quite otf, which hitherto afforded just 
ground of complaint, therefore I cannot hesi- 
tate one moment as to giving my assent to what 
is now proposed, — ; 

This consideration is of the greater weight 
with me, and must be so with every honest 
man, that by what is now proposed, the laws 
of excise are to be rectified, not only in the case 
now before us, but in every other case; the 
whole body of those laws are to be reformed 
and rectified in such a manner, as to remove 
the greatest objection, with me indeed the only 
objection that could ever be made against the 
extension of them; and if this proposition be 
now rejected, it is not easy to know when we 
shall, or if we shall ever have such an opportu- 
nity of reforming those laws, which have been 
« slong thought so grievous. With me it hath 


always been a principle, to hearken to any rea- 
sonable scheme for suppressing of tiiose frauds 
which are committed against the public; I 
look upon the persons guilty of sach frauds as 
the greatest criminals, and if they have any 
character, if they observe any decency in pri- 
vace life, I take it to be only because they have 
no opportunity to do otherwise ; for that man 
must have a very whimsical conscience, who 
cheats the public, and yet would scruple to cheat 
a private man if be had the same opportunity. 

Whatever resolutions we may come to in this 
Committee, there will probably be a Bill or 
Bills ordered to be brought in pursuant to them ; 
and if in the course of the debate, any real dif- 
ficulties be started, if any reasonable objections 
be made, wi'hout doubt all proper care will be 
taken in the framing such Bil or Bills, to ob- 
viate all thuse difficulties and objections: this 
I make no manner of doubt of, and therefore I 
can find no difficulty in giving ry assent to the 
question proposed. 

re Heathcote stood up and said : 

ir; 

Other gentlemen have already fully explained 
and set forth the great inconveniences, which 
inust be brought on the trade of this nation, by 
the scheme now proposed to us; those bare 
been made very apparent, and from them arises 
a-very strong objection against what is now 
proposed: but the greatest objection arises 
from the danger to which this scheme will most 
certainly expose the liberties of our country ; 
those liberties, for which our ancestors have so 
often ventured their lives and fortunes; those 
liberties which have cost this nation so much 
blood and treasure, seem already to be greatly 
retrenched: I am sorry to say it, but what is 
now in dispute seems to me to be the last branch 
of liberty we have to contend for; we have al- 
ready established a standing army, and have 
made it in a manner a part of our constitation; 
we have already subjected great numbers of the 
people of this nation to the arbitrary laws of 
excise, and this scheme is so wide @ step to- 
wards subjecting all the rest ef the people of 
England to those arbitrary laws, that it aill be 
impossible for us to recover or to prevent the 
fatal consequences of such a scheme. 

We are told that his Majesty is a good and 
a wise prince, we all believe Lim to be so; but 
1 hope uo man will pretend to draw any argu- 
ment from tlnce for our surrendering those 
liberties and privileges, which have been hand- 
ed down to us by our ancestors: we have, in- 
deed, nothing to fear from his present Majesty; 
he never will make a bad use of that power 
which we have put into his hands; but it we 
ance grant to the crown too great an extent of 

wer, we cannot recal that grant when we 

ave amind; and though his Majesty should 
never make a bad use of it, some of his succes- 
sors may: the being governed by a wise and a 
good king, does not make the people a free 
people; the Romans wereas greatslaves under 
the few good emperors they bad to reign over 
them, as they were under the most cruel of 
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. theif tyrants: after the people have once given 
up their liberties, their governors have all the 
same power of oppressing them, though they 
may not perhaps all make the same wicked use 
of the power lodged in theirhands; but a slave 

. that has the good fortune to meet with a good- 
Ratured and a humane master, is no less a slave 
than be that meets with a cruel and barbarous 
one. Our liberties are too valuable, and have 
been purchased at tvo high a price, to be 
sported with, or wantonly given ap, even to the 
best of kings: we have before now had some 
good, some wise and gracious sovereigns to 
Yeign over us, but we fad that ander them our 
ancestors were as jealous of their liberties, as 
they were under the worst of our kings: it 1s 
to be hoped that we have still the same value 
for our libertics; if we have, we certainly will. 
use all peaceable methods to preserve and se- 
cure them; and if such methuds should prove 
ineffectual, I hope there is no Englisbman but 
has spirit enough to use those methods for the 
aie of our liberties, which were used 

y our ancestors for the defeace of theirs, and 
for traasmitting them down to usin that glori- 
ous condition in which we found them. There 
are some still alive, who bravely ventured their 
lives and fortunes in defence of the liberties of 
their country; there are many whose fathers 
were embarked in the same glorious cause. 
Let it never be said, that the sons of such men 
wantonly gave up those liberties for which their 
fathers had risked so much, and that for the 
poor pretence of suppressing a few frauds in 
the collecting of the publie revenues, which 
might easily have been suppressed without en- 
tering into any such dangerous measures, This 
is all I shail trouble you with at present, but so 
much I thought wasincumbent epon me to say, 
an order that I mizht enter my protest against 
ebe question now betore us. ; 

Mr. Pulteney spoke next : 

Sie; The honourable gentleman, who opened 
this affiir to us, took up so much of the time 
of the Committee, and it is now so very late, 
that I am almost afraid of giving you any 
eroubie at present; but I hope, considering the 
amportance of the subject, that gentiemen will 
excuse me, and qill allow me to take sune 
movce of what has been said by the honourable 
gentieman who introduced the debate, and the 
honourable and learned gentleman who spoke 
Jast but one. Astothe frands which the ho- 
nourable gentlemen dwelt so long on, and 
which the hotrourable and learned yentieman 
was pleased to call heavy and grievous, I be- 
lieve every gentleman in the Committee is con- 
vinced that there are such frauds, I believe 
every gentleman will agree that they are most 
heavy and most grievous: but I do not be- 
lieve that it 1s of lateonly that the honourable 

entiemen bas come to the knowledge of them, 
nor do I believe that the frauds relaung to 
wine and tobacco, are the only frauds be has 
heard complained of ; there is hardly a gentle- 
smanin the kingdom, but has heard of frauds 
jn almost every branch of the public revenue; 

Vot. VII. 


even that honourable gentleman must have 
heard many years ago of the frauds commiited 
In the tobacco and wine-trade; Why then was 
there no remedy sooner proposed ? Iluw could 
that gentleman see the public revenue, for 
which he expresses such a tender concern, 
suffer so long by those frauds, without propos- 
ing some expedient for preventing them; The 
expedient now proposed is certainly no such 
new or extraurdinary thing; it wight have 
been thought of, I dare say it has often beeg 
thought of before this time, but it seems it was 
never thought proper to propose it till now ; ag 
least it was never till now thought necessary 3 
and yet it cannot be said, but that the frauds 
both ia wine and tobacco were as great fore 
merly as they are at this present time. 

The honourable gentleman has been pleased 
to tell us, tbat bis thoughts are entirely con- 
fined te the two articles of wine and tobacco, 
and that nothing else was ever designed by him, 
or any of his acquaintance, to be subjected to | 
the laws of excise: Whatever bis thoughts 
may have been in time past, he must excuse 
me if I gay, that I do not believe they will be 
so much confined in time to come. Are there 
not frauds committed in every branch of the 
public revenue? Will not that bonourable gen- 
tleman.think himself as much bound in duty te 
lay those frauds before this House, and propose 
a remedy for them, as be now thinks himself 
bound to expose, and to offer a remedy for pre- 
venting the frauds in wine and tobacco? And 
if the remedy now proposed, be deemed by 
parliament the most proper and effectual re- 
medy for preventing ie rauds in wine and to- 
bacco, will not that be made use of as an argu- 
ment for applying the same remedy as to the 
frauds in every other branch of the publio re-_ 
venuef Will it not be said, you did so and s0 
in the case of wme and tobacco, why should 
you scruple to apply the same remedy in the 
case now before you? So that, from the gen- 
tleman’s own reasoning, from his own way of 
arguing @s to the case which he has 
pleased now to lay befure us, one may see a 
most plain and evident design of a reuch far- 
ther extension ef the laws of excise; one m 
clearly see a design of subjecting every bran 
of the public revenue to those arbitrary laws; 
only the gentleman bas a mind, it seems, to 
be a little cunning, and to do it by piece-meal. 

Whatever opimor the honourable and learned 
gentieman may have of the proposition made 
by his honourable friend, it is piain it breathes 
nothing but the principles of the most arbitrary 
and most tyrannical governments, that have 
been established in Ewrope : The enlarging tbe 
power of the crown; increasing the number of 
dependents on the crown; rencering the hap- 
piness of the subject precarious and uncertain, 
and depending in a manner entirely on the 
good-will of a prime minister, or of those em- 
ployed under him, are the certain consequences 
of the Scheme now proposed to us ; ney are 
the certain consequences of ail Schemes for exe 
ir: the laws of excise, and are probably 

4 . 
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the principal views of all those who set up 
such projects. Let gentlemen but read the 
political Testaments of Richlieu and Louvois, 
those legacies which were left by the authors 
to their master, for instructing him in the prin- 
ciples of arbitrary government ; let gentlemen, 
I say, but read those testaments, and they will 
see, that the author of this Scheme, whoever 
he be, must be very well versed in them; they 
will see how well it agrees with the principles 
vthere aps ets for the nebagagFic ~ sup- 
porting of arbitrary power. It is for this rea- 
ton that the Baglish Leslee has always been so 
averse to excise-projects of aij kinds; the very 
word ‘ Excise’ has always been odious to the 
people of England. It is true, there has been 
an excise established by parliament, but it was 
first given as a purchase for the court of wards 
god liveries; and though that court was most 
figs beg on as one of our greatest grievances, 
yet the purchase has always been reckoned too 
dear, and that parliament which gave the excise 
has been cab with - sega name of a 
nsion lament. Even the t ki 
William, sctwithstanding all he hat done for 
the people of England, notwithstanding be was 
most generally beloved and esteemed by his 
subjects, yet hehad like to have soffered by a 
_ Notion’s prevailing among the people, that some 
new excises were to have been established. It 
was publicly said, that we had got a Dutch 
king, and that therefore we were to be saddled 
with Dutch excises: That wise king was so 
eensible of the danger he might be exposed to, 
by the prevalence of such a notion, that he 
"thought it necessary to disavow any such in- 
tention by a public declaration. 

IT most readily believe, that the hoaourable 
and learnal an over the way comes at 
all times to this House, undetermined as to any 
eg is @ be brought befere us ; I be- 

seve he always comes resolved to be deter- 
mined by what shall be offered in the course of 
the debate; but Iam very mach at a loss to 
find out what in the present debate has deter- 
mined him to be of the opinion he now seems 
to be of: He has, indeed, told us, * That the 
¢ reformation proposed as to the laws of excise, 


the same oppressive and vexatious powers con- 
asia = them? Are not the commissioners to 

ave the same dispensing power with to 
fines and forfeitures ? Ate trials te to 
be restored to the subjects? No, all these 
gtievances are to remain on the same footing 
they were before. The power and influence of 
the crown, by means of the laws of excise, is 
etill to be as great as it was before, oply there 
are by this scheme many thousands more to be 
sybjected to is: The method of appeal is, in- 


[1300 


deed, to be a little altered, bat I am afraid 
the alteration will not be mach for the better ; 
the expence will be much greater, and the re- 
dress as precarious as ever it was before: How 
then are the laws of excise to be blunted? 
Where is this reforroation so much boasted of, 
and on which that honourable and learned 
gentleman seems solely to ground his opinion ? 
But it seems he expects, that when this proposi- 
tion comes to the length of a bill, many fine 
things are to be done, many more things thaa 
we have ever yet heard of: If it should come 
to the length of a bill, which I em in great 
hopes it never will, be may very probably find 
himself disappointed; and if that should be 
the case, I doubt not but he will be of a diffe- 
rent opinion, 

Gentlemen have said, that there are no com- 
plaints mede of the laws of excise, or of the 
oppressions of excise officers; but I believe 
there is no gentleman in this House, who can- 
not give some instances, even within bis owa 
knowledge, of most cruel oppressions com- 
mitted by some of those officers: I am sure 
there is no gentleman who has ever acted in 
the country as a justice of peace, but can give 
lundreds of such instances. The le have 
complained so often, and so long, of the se- 
verity of those laws, and the vexation of those 
officers, that they are now weary of complsin- 
ing: To what purpose should they compiain, 
since they see there has never as yet been any 
provision made for their redress? Their con- 
plaints have been hitherto disregarded, even by 
those who are in some manner bound to take 
notice of them. 

The honourable gentleman was pleased to 
dwell long on the generosity of the crown, m 
giving up the fines, forfeitures, and seizures to 
the public; bat, in my opinion, it will be but 
a poor equivalent for the many oppressions and 
exactions, which the people will be exposed to 
by this e. Imust say, that the honour 
able gentleman has bimself been of late mighty 
bountiful and generous, in his offers tw the pob- 
lic: He has been so gracious as to ask &, 
‘ Will you have s land-tsx of two shillings ia 
: nd, or a land-tax but of one; oF 
“you have no land-tax at all? Will you have 
‘ your debts paid? Will you bave them som 
* paid? Tell me but what you want, let me bat 
¢ know how you can be made easy, and it sball 
‘be done for you.’ These are most generous 
offers, but there is something s0 very extraor 
dinary, there is something so farcical in them, 
that really I can hardly mention them without 
laughing + It pots me in mind of the story of 
sir Epicure Mammon in “ The Alchimist ;” be 
was guiled out of his money by fine promses 5 
he was promised the philosopher's stone, by 
which he was to get mountains of guid and 
every thing else he could desire; but all ended 
at last in some little thing for curing the itch. 

I wish the gentlémen, who appear s0 zealous 
for this scheme, would have some little reeard (0 
theirconstituents, It is well known that i #™ 
the eustom among our ancestors, whes #F 
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new device was proposed, to desire time to 
have a conference with their countries; I am 


but very little conversant in books of law, how. 


ever I sometimes look into them ; and I must 
beg leave to read a passage or two on this sub- 
ject, from my lord Coke. That great lanyer, 
in 
‘ It is also the law and custom of the parliament, 
‘.that when any new device is moved on the 
‘ King’s behalf, in parliament, for his aid, or 
‘ the like, the Commons may answer, that they 
* tendered the King’s estate, and are ready to 
“aid the same, only in this new device the 
‘ dare not agree without conference with their 
‘countries; whereby it appears, that such 
* conference is warrantable by the law and cus- 
‘tom of parliament.’ Acd again, page 34, 
_ he telis us, ‘ At the parliament holden in the 
9th of king Edward S$, when a motion was 
* made for a subsidy of a new kind, the Com- 
“mons answered, that they would have con- 
‘ ference with those of their several countries 
‘ and places, who had put them in trust, before 
“ they treated of any such matter.’ If such a 
Conference was ever necessary upon any occa- 
sion, it is surely necessary hefore we agree to 
the device now offered to us; a device which, 
in my opinion, strikes at the very root of our 
liberties ; it is, in my way of thinking, a down- 
right plan for arbitrary power ; and in this I 
am not singular, for there seems to be many 
gentlemen of the same opinion within doors as 
well as without ; therefore I must think that ic 
1s nece , it is incumbent upon every gen- 
tleman in this Hoase, at least, to desire to have 
aconference with bis constituents, before be 
agrees to any such device: This would have 
en necessary, if we had been entirely igno- 
rant of the sentiments of our sev coun- 
tries; but indeed in the present case, such a 
conference seems to he quite unnecessary; we 
already know the- sentiments of our constitu- 
ents in relation to the device now offered to us; 
the whole nation has already, in the most open 
- manner declared their dislike to it ; and there- 
fore I hope the gentlemen of this Committee 
will reject it with that scorn aad contempt it 
deserves, 


Sir William Wyndham spoke next : 


Sir, Though it be now very late, yet I must 
beg leave to offer my sentiments upon the ques- 
ten now in debate; for it is a question of sach 
Importance, that I should not think I dis- 
charged the daty I owe to my country, without 
declaring in the most open and public manner, 
my dislike and abhorrence of tbe Scheme which 

as now opened tous. The Scheme, as 
now explained to us, has, in my opinion, been 
no way misrepresented; it is the very same 
with what has been represented to us, it is the 
very tame with that which the nation has so 
openly and so generally declared their dislike 
to; it is fraught witb all those evils which were 
ever attributed to it, and mest apparently 
strikes at the very fundamentals of our consti- 


tation, The collecting of any duties by the 


4th part of his Institutes, pase 14, says, 


laws of Excise, has, in all ages, and in all coun- 
tries, been looked on as the most grievous and 
most oppressive method of cnilecting taxes; and 
if one method of raising an Excise can be more 
pressive than another, it must be granted, 
that the method now proposed to us, of raising 
this new Excise, must of all methods be the 
muet oppressive and the most vexatious to the 
people: in all countries, Excises of every kiad 
-are looked oa as badges of slavery; and ¢ oh 
the English nation be now unfortunately sul 
jected tu some of them, yet I bope they will 
never consent to any new Excises, or to any 
new ey of the Ahi of Excise, let the 
tences for so doing be ever so specious. 
Put in the present case, let us consider what 
are the specious pretences made use of, what 
are the great advantages proposed, for per- 
suading us to consent to the subjecting so many 
of bis Majesty's faithful subjects to be 
and barrassed by the officers of Excise. The 
suppressing of frauds, and the cM, that 
will accrue therefrom sic) serge and to the 
fair trader, ay what I can find, the only pre- 
tence now made use of; and yet those frauds, 
even vated as they were by the honoura- 
ble gentieman who proposed this Scheme to us, 
do amount to a mere trifle; so that the im- 


all, after sien, the additional charges of 
t, whic 


1 bj of our fel- 
east danger, or to subject any of our 
ger, ste see 


vented, even by the Scheme now pr 3 
and that many of those that have been 
lately committed, might be prevestted by the 
laws now in being, if care were taken to 
have proper oificers, and to make those offi- 
cers diligent and faithful, I grant, indeed, 
that the power and influence of the crown 
will be greatly increased and improved by 
this Scheme; I must own that great num- 
hers of the people of this nation will thereby 
be rendered most submissive and obedient to 
those that shall hereafter be employed by the 
crown; and if this be a motive for agreeing te 
this Scheme, I must allow that it is a strong 
one, I believe indeed that it is the only real one 
that any geutileman can have for giving his con- 
sent to such a Scheme; but with me it is so 
far from being a motive for giviog my Consent, 
that it is the stongest motive I have for giving 
my negative to the question ow before us, be- 
cause I think it absolutely inconsistent with our 
constitution, 

It is true, an ease to the landed interest has 
upon this, as well as upon some other late occa- 
sions of the like nature, been thrown out as a 


f 
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bait fur some gentlemen; but I hope the landed 
gentlemen are not to be caught by such baits ; 
the hook appears to plain, that it may be dis- 
covered by any tnan of common sense; how- 
ever, I must say, that the method of arguing is 
unfair, the design is wicked; for it is an endea- | 
vour to set the landed interest in a manner at | 
war with the trading interest of the nation; it ' 
is eudeavouring to destroy that harmony which | 
always ought tu subsist among the peuple of the 
same nation, aad which if once destroyed, 
would certainly end in the ruin and destruc- 
tion of the whole. But every landed gentleman 
int England will do well to eonsider what value 
their lands would be of, if for the sake ofa ; 
snail aud immediate ease to themselves, they | 
should be induced to oppress and destroy the 
trade of their country; and whoever considers 
this, will despise all such projects, and reject 
thom with that contempt which they deserve; 
this is one reason for the landed gentlemen not 
to accept of the pretended ease, now offered to 
them, on agreeing to the Scheme now pro- 
sed; but there is another strongreason against 
at: This House of Commons is mostly com- 
posed of gentlemen of the best families and 
reatest properties, perhaps in the nation, they 
| Gave generally a great family-interest in the 
se counties, cities and boroughs they re- 
sent; if this Scheme should take effect, that 
mXerest will svuon be destroyed; and surely no 
man will agree to a Scheme, which must ipevi- 
tably destroy the natural interest the great 
fauilies have, and always ought te bave, in 
their respective oounties; and trensfer the 
whole to the crown: if thie Scheme should 
ence be established, the power and influence of 
tbe crown will be so great in all parts of the 
nation, that no maa can depend upon the natu- 
ral interest be has in his country for being a 
member of this House; he must in all future 
tines for such a favour depend entirely upon 
the crown; ond this, I hope, there is no genitle- 
mano in this House would chuse to snbmit to. 
Queen Elizabeth, that wise and gracious 
ptiacess, governed herself by politics, quite 
different from those which seem to be at pre- 
sent ia v pue; she was so far from endeavour- 
ing to divide of throw discord among her sub- 
jects, that e!.e wisely never gave herself up to 
\ @ny one minister, or to any one party; she al- 
ways preserved a harmony among all her sub- 
jects, and kept a friendly correspondence with 
al] parte and all parties in the kingdom; she 
even kept up a constant personal correspondence 
with some of the principal men in every county, 
by which she had always a thorough knowledge 
of the several sentiments, as well as circum- 
Stances, of all her subjects, and most prudent- 
Jy adapted all her measures to what she found 
to be the sentiments of the generality of the na- 
tion ;, more particularly she took care to avoid 
evcry thing that appeared to be disagreeable to 
the people; to this wise poticy it is owing, that 
her reign makes such ® glorious figure in the, 
English history; to this it is owing, that she 
feigned with more popularity than any prince 
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since her time, except ber royal saccessor 
queen Anne. Thus she reigned, and reigned 
absolutely, but so as I could wish ev NCe 
in England todo; she reigned absolutely over 
the hearts and affections of her subjects, aad 
thereby she had both their persons and their 
purses always at command. 

Gentlemen ask, why do you complair of this 
scheme? Here is no new tax to be imposed; 
there 1g nothing proposed but only a new me- 
thod of raising those taxes which are 
due by the law; but I would have genulemen 
remember, that this nation has once already 
been more grievously oppressed, by a new 
method of raising and collecting that money 
that was befure due by law, than they ever 
were by any new tax that ever was jaid on 
them: I have already mentioned the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth; let us but look a little farther 
back, and we shall find that the people were 
most terribly harassed, and the nation almost 
destroyed, by a grievous method of collecting 
and raising that which was due by the laws 
thenein being. Empson and Dudley, those 
two noted ays and-cuciue-aieu. those two 
wicked mimisters, knowing the avarice of their 
master, and the insatiable desire he had for 
movey, concluded that no scheme would be 
more agreeable to him, than those which would 
fill bis ooffers by draining the purses of his sub- 
jects; and this they did, without imposing any 
new taxes, they laid no new or illegal burdens 
on the people, they did it by a severe and 
rigorous execution of the laws that had before 
been enacted: but what was their fate? They 
had the misfortune to entlive their master: but 
his son, as soon as he came to the throne, took 
off both their heads ; aad in this he did justly, 
though he did it against law: they had done 
nothing contrary to law; they had only put 
the laws severely in execution, and what they 
did was in obedience to the command of the 
King his father; yet thet could be ne excuse 
fur them; their manner of execating those laws 
was 60 grievous and oppressive upon the sub- 
jects, that nothing less than their lives coald be 
admitted of as a sufficient atonement to the 
people; and certainly, that oppression which 
is committed under the sanction of the laws, or 
of the royal authority, must always be deemed 
the most heinously eriminal, and ougkt to be 
the most severely punished. 

There never was in any reign a scheme or 
projcct attempted, so «wuch to the dislike and 
dissatisfaction of the people im general; the 
whole nation has already so openly declared 
their aversion to the scheme now offered to us, 
that I am surprized to see it insisted on; the 
very proposing of such a scheme to the House 
of Commons, after so many remonsirances 
against it, I must thiok seost ewdacions; it 1 
in a manner fying in the face of the whole 
people of England; and since they bave al- 
ready declared against it, God forbad that 
we who are their representatives should declare 
for it. 


Sir Robert Walpole ceplied as faliows : 


1405] 
Sir, So 

As I was obliged, when I opened the affair 
now before you, to take up a great deal of 
your tine, I then imagined that I should not 
have been under a necessity of giving you apy 
farther trouble; but when such things are 
thrown out, things which in my opinion are 
quite foreign to ihe debate; when the ancient 
historiea, not only of this, but other countries, 
are ransacked for characters of wicked minis- 
ters, in order to adapt them to the present 
times, aed to draw parallels between them and 
some medern characters, to which they bear no 
other resemblance than that they were minis- 
ters, it is impossible for one to sit still: of late 
ears, I have dealt but little in the study of 
istory, bat I have a very good prompter by 
me, [meaning sir Philip Yorke] and by his 
means I can recollect, that the case of Empson 
and Dudley, mentiuned by the honourable gen- 
Yeman who spoke last, was so very difierent 
from any thing that can possibly be ee 
from the scheme now before us, that I wonder 
how it was possible to lug them into the debate: 
the case as to them was, that they had by virtue 
of old and obsolete laws, most unjustly extorted 
great sums of money from people, who, as was 
pretended, had become liable to great pains 
and penalties, by having been guilty of breaches 
of those obsolete laws, which for many years 
before had gone entirely into disuse. I must 
say, and I hope most of those that hear me 
think, chat it is very unjust and unfair to draw 
any parallel between the characters of those 
two ministers ard mine, which was, I suppose, 
what the honourable gentleman meant to do, 
when he brought that piece of history into the 
debate. If I ever endeavour to raise money 
from the people, or from any man whatever by 
oppressive or illegal means, if my character 
should ever come to be in any respect like 


theirs, I shall deserve their fate: but while J. 


know myself to be innocent, I shall depend: 
upon the protection of the laws of my country; 


as long as they can protect me I am safe; end 


af that protection should fail, I am prepared to 
submit to the worst that can bappen. I know 
that my political and ministerial life has by 
ome gentlemen been long wished at an end, 
but they may ask their ewn disappointed hearts, 
~ how vain their wishes have been; and as for 
my natural life, I have lived long enough to 
learn to be as easy about parting with it, as any 
man can well be. | 

As to those clamours which have been raised 
withous doors, and which are now so much 
insisted on, it is very well known hy whom and 
by what methods they were raised, and it is no 
difficult matter to guess with what views ; but I 
am very far from taking them to be the sense 
of the nation, or believing that the senti- 
ments of the generality of the people were 
thereby expressed. The most part of the 
people concerned in those clamours did not 
speak their own sentiments, they were played 
by others like so meamy puppets: it was not 
the puppets that spoke, & was behind 
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the curtain that played them, and made them 
speak whatever they had 9 mind. 

There is now a most extraordinary co 
of people at our door; I hope it will not he 
said, that all those people came there of them 
selves naturally, and without any instigation 
from others; for to my certain knoe ledse, 
some very odd methods were used to bring such 
multitudes hither ; circular letters were wrote, 
and sent by the beadles, in the most public 
and unprecedented manner, round almost 
every ward in the city, summoning them upon - 
their peril to come down this day tothe House 
of Commons: This I am certain of, because I 
have now one of those letters in my pocket; 
signed by a deputy of one of the greatest wardg 
in the city of London, and sent by the beadle 
to one of the inhabitants of that ward; and I 
know that sucb letters were sent in the same 
roanner almost to every liveryman and trades- 
man in that ward: And by the same eort of 
unwarrantable methods have the clamours 
been raised, almost in every other part of the 
nation. 

Gentlemen may say what they please of the 
multitudes now at our door, and in all the 
avenues leading to this House: they may call 
them a modest multitude if they will; but 
whatever temper they were in when they came 
hither, it may be very much altered now, after 
having waited so long at our door: It may be 
@ very easy matter for some designing sedi- 
tious person to raise a tumult and disorder 
among them, and when tumults are once be- 
gun, no man knows where they may end; he 
16 a greater map than any J know in the aation, 
that could with the same ease appease them ; 
for this reason I must think, that it was neither 
pees nor regular to use any metl:ods for 

ringiug such soultitudes to this place, under 
apy pretence whatever. Gentlemen may give 
them what name they think fit ; it may be said 
that they came hither as humble supplicants, 
but I know whom the law calls Sturdy Begears,* 
and those who brought them hither could net 
be certain, but that they might baye behaved 
in the same manner. Hereupon . 

Sir John Barnard rose up tp speak, but 
there being a disorder in the Committee, and 
the question being loudly called far, 

Sir John, Hinde Cotton stood up, and spoke 

us: 

To order, Sir, I hope you will call gentlemen ~ 
to order ; there is now a gentleman up to speak ; 
a gentleman who speaks as well as any gentle- 
man in this House, and who deserves attention 
as much as any gentleman that ever spoke in 
this House: Besides, he is one of the represen- 
tatives ef the greatest and richest city in Eu- 
rope, a city which is greatly interested io this 


bat ee ee es eee a 

* “« J was informed, on the respectable aytho- 
rity of the late much to be regretted lord John 
Cavendish, that the minister used the -phrase 
sturdy beggars, not as a matter of reproach, byt 
to mark that the petitioners against the excise 
were formidable petitioners.” (Coxe’s Walpole. 
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debate, and therefore he must be heard; and 
I desire, Sir, that you will call ‘to order, that the 
Committee may shew him at least that respect, 
which is due to every gentleman who is a mem- 
ber of this House, 

After this the Committee being called to 
order, 

Sir John Barnard went on : 

Sir, 1 know of no irregular or unfair methods 
that were used to call people from the city to 
your door; it 1s certain that any set of gentle- 
men or merchants may tawfully desire their 
friends, they may even write letters, and they 
may send those letters by whom they please, 
to desire the merchants of figure and character 
to come down tu the court of requests and to 
our lobby, in order to solicite their friends and 
acquaintance against any scheme or project, 
which they think may be prejudicial to them. 
This is the undoubted right of the subject, and 
what has heen always practised upon all occa- 
sions. The honourable gentleman talks of 
Sturdy Beggars, Ido not know what sort of 
people may be now at our doar, because I have 
not lately been out of the House; but I he- 
lieve they are the same sort of peuple that were 
there when I came last into the House, and 
then I can assure you that I saw none, but 
such as deserve the name of sturdy bevgars as 
little as the honourable gentleman himself, or 
any gentleman whatever. It is well known 
that the city of London was sufficiently apprised 
of what we were this day to be about ; where 
they got their information I do not know, but I 
am very certain that they had a right notion of 
the scheme which has been now opened to us ; 
and they were so generally and zealously bent 
against it, that whatever methods may have 
been used to call them hither, I am sure it 
would have been impossible to have found any 
legal metho«ds to have prevented their coming 
hither. | 

Then after some fartber debate, the question 
being put upon the motion made by sir Robert 
Walpole, it was carried in the affirmative, by 
266 voices against 205.° 


© «The debate was protracted till two 
‘o'clock in the morning, an hour at that time 
considered extremely late. The people with- 
out were so exasperated, that as sir Robert 
passed towards his carriage, some of them 
caught him by the cloak, and would probably 
have committed some violert outrage on his 
person, if his son, Edward Walpole, and gene- 
ral Churchill had not interfered.”—Coxe’s 
Walpole. 


“ Whitehall, March 15th, 1782-3. I¢ is 
‘with the greatest pleasure that I am now going 
to give your excellency an account of the suc- 
cess of yesterday's (lebate, which is perhaps 
one of the most important that hes nappene 
since the Revolution. It was opened about a 
quarter before one, by sir Ro Walpole, 


who spoke two hours and a quarter, explaining | 


and shewing the advantages of his scheme with 


A LIST or rne MEMBERS WHO VOTED FOR. 
THs EXCISE SCHEME. 


N.B. * These afterwards voted against the Bill. 
Mr. Winnington, Teller. 


Alston, sir Rowland Austen, sir Robert 
Andrews, Townshend Bacon, Waller 
Anstruther, sir John Bacon, sir Edmund, 
Anstruther, ce]. Ph. os Gillingham) 
Areskine, Charles Baker, capt. Hercules 
Arundel, bon. Rich. Bateman, Will. vise. 
Ashburnhan, sir Will, Beaaclerk, lord Vere 
Ashe, Edward Bennet, Thomas 


such perspicuity and strength of ent, that 
every body that heard him allows that he never 
made a better speech in his life. After bim 
spoke alderman Perry, then sir William Yonge, 
sir Paul Methuen, Mr. Attorney General, al- 
derinan Barnard, Mr. Winniogton, Mr. Hen 
Pelham, Mr. Shippen, sir Joseph Jekyll, Mr. 
Heathcote, Mr. Solicitor-General, Mr. Palte- 
ney, sir William Wyndham, and then sir Ro- 
bert Walpole closed the debate; and about 
half an hour past midnight the qoestion was 
put, and carried by 265 against 204; the 
fullest House that has been known this long 
time; to these mast be added the two tellers, 
and there are besides 11 members in town that 
were prevented by sickness, and one, viz. sir 
Robert Furnese, died yesterday: so that your 
excellency sees this matter was wel] attended. 
Indeed I look upon it to have been the sheet 
anchor of the disaffected ;. and by a particular 
circumstance that happened without dours, it 
looks as if nothing can flardly equal the rage of 
the disappointed cabal. — 

‘¢ The debate was carried only by those who 
spoke for the question, with all the ternper and 
dignity that was ever known upon such an oc- 
casion. Those whose speeches were most ad- 
mired were sir Robert, who possest himself, 
and was in as high spirit at the latter end of 
the day as when he first set out; the attorney 
and the solicitor-general, and: sir Joseph Je- 
kyll; which last, though most firmly attached 
to the royal family and to the constitutinn, yet 
from a particular turn of his own, seldom votes 
with the King’s servants. Two other gentle- 
men have been named to me who went to the 
House determined to vote against the question, 
yet voted for it upon conviction ; their prince 
ples and the company they keep being such 
that this was not in the least expected. As 
for sir Joseph, he solemnly protested that he 
came ondetermined, but sertecty free and ree 
sulved to take that part which upon the debate 
should appear to him the most just and rea- 
sonable; and that having heard the strongest 
arguments on one side, and none on the other 
but what were trifling and evasive, of all which 
on hoth sides he made a very handsome and 
fair recapitulatiun, be was for the question. 

“T must own that, I did not doubt 
but the thing would be carried, yet the maj 
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Berkeley, hen Henry Burchet, Josiah 
Biaden, Thomas Burton, William 
Bladen, col. Martin Butler, James 
Bond, Juhn Byng, bon. Robert 
Bradshaigh, sir Roger Campbell, John 
Bridgman, sir Orlando Campbell, Jobn, jun. 
Bristow, Robert Campbell, Daniel 
Britiffe, Robert - Campbell, James 
Brodie, Alexander Camphell, sir James 
Bromley, Henry Campbell, Peter 
Brooksbank, Stamp § Carey, Walter 


Brudenel, bon. James Carre, William 


rity was greater than I expected, considering 
the artifices that had been used to inflame the 
corporations, and engage a majority in several 
of them to write to their members to 0 

the scheme, which could not but have an influ- 
ence upon many of them with regard to their 
future elections, which are not very distant. 
Besides the abolishing of trauds, perjury, &c. 
which have been too much practised in the 
customs, and other considerations with respect 
to the duty itself, (for tobacco only was the 
subject, wine being reserved for another de- 
bate after Easter,) your excellency will easily 
see the happy effects of this event. Among 
others, it will shew the malecontents, that nei- 
ther the ministry nor the parlament are to be 
intimidated by popular clamour from doing 
what is for the King and country’s service. 
And then it will give room for taking off the 
land tax intirely, which will be a fund of two 
millions, and much more if it could be equally 
laid, ready for any emergency; and which tax 
wall in such case be more cheerfully paid by 
the landed men, when they see that they are 
not to be eternally loaded with it; but that it 
is laid apon them (if the misfortunes of the 
time should require it) out of mere necessity, 
and to be taken off again when that necessity 
ceases. Your excellency will forgive my in- 
dulging the satisfaction arising from these com- 
fortuble reflections, by mentioning what you, 
from your own observations, will feel much 
better than I can pretend to explain it. I 
come now to obey my lord duke of Newcastle’s 
commands, by making bis excuses for not an- 
swering your last letters, which he will do very 
S00Nn. 

“I must add a word about the multitude 
that crowded the Court of Requests, West- 
minster-hall, and the other places and passages 
adjoining .o the House of Commons. It could 
not well Le otherwise, where two such numer- 
ous trades as the tobacconists of all ranks were, 
and the vintners of all denominations appre- 
hended themselves to be concerned; but there 
happened nothing like @ tumult; and the pre- 
Caution that had been taken as usual on like 
Occasions, to have justices of peace and con- 
stables ready in the neighbourhood, proved 
Quite unnecessary. As to the dissatisfied vint- 
mers and shopkeepers in country corporations, 
if any should continue so, their neighbours that 

ave estates, and by whose.custom they subsist, 


will be eased of the land tax, and being pleased 
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Carnarvon, maro. of 
* Cavendish, lord C. 


(isle 


Finch, hon. Henry 
Fitzroy, Charles 


* Cavendish, lord Jas, Fitzwilliam, vise. 
Chamberlayne, Geo. Forbes, Duncan 
Cholmondeley, hon J. Fortescue, William 
Charchill, brig. Chas. Fox, Stephen 

* Clerke, sir Thomas Frankland, sir Thomas 
Clayton, sir William Gages sir Will.am 
Clayton, William Gallway, vise. 
Clifton, sir Robert Gibson, Thomas. 
Clutterbuck, Thomas Glenorchy, visc. 
Cockburne, Joba Gough, sir Henry 
Conduit, Joha Gould, Nathaniel 
Cope, sir John Gould, Jobn 

Cope, col. John Grant, sir James 
Copelston, Thomas Gregory, George 
Corbet, William Griffith, capt. John 
Corowallis, bon. Step. Grimston, Will. vise, 
Cornwallis, hon. John Hates, sir Thomas 
Cotton, sir R.Salisbary Hales, Thomas 
Cracherode, Anthony Hamilton, Alexander 
Croft, sir Archer Hamilton, lord Arch. 
Crosse, John Hamilton, Jobn 


Crowle, Geo 
Cunningham, Henry 


Handasvd, R 
Harbord, Harbord 


Danvers, Joseph pal Jobo 

Darcy, sir Conyers arrison, etal 
Decuiniaue, Paul Heathcote, sir Joka 
Doddington, George Hedges, John 
Douglas, capt. Robt. Henley, Henry Hole 
Downing, sir George Herbert, Henry Arthur 
Drummond, Joha - Herbert, hon. R. S. 
Duckett, col. William Hervey, lord 
Dunbar, Patrick Hinxman, Joseph 
Dencombe, Anthony Houghton, sir Henry 
Edgcumbe, Richar Hope, Thomas 
Edward, Samuel Hoste, James 

Eliot, Richard Hotham, sir Charles 
Erle, Giles ' Howard, col. Charles 
Erle, Will. Rawlinson Howarth, sir Humph. 
Erskine, capt. Thanas Hucks, William 
Evans, capt. Richard Hucks, Robert 
Evelyn, Jobn Huxley, George 
Eversfield, Charles Jekyll, sir Joseph 
Eyles, capt. Francis Jennings, sir John 
Fane, hon. Jeha Ingoldesby, Thomas - 
Fane, Francis Togram, bon. Henry 


Farrington, Thomas Jewks, John 


with it, will be able to bring their tradesmen 
soon into temper. 

“IT omitted doing justice to sir William 
Wyndham, who made the moet of a bad argu- 
ment, and spoke extremely well. Perry’s 
Speech was next. The rest of that side were 
not applauded ; nor did they speak so well as 
some of them have talked upon other o¢ca- 
sions.”—~De la Fave to the Earl of Walde- 
grave: Coxe’s Walpole. 

‘His royal highness the Prince of Wales 
was present at the debates in the House of 
Commons; as was likewise a great number of — 
the nobility and foreign ministers: There was 
likewise the greatest concourse of people in 
Westininster-hall, the Court of Requests, the 
Lobby, &c. that has been known for many 
years,"-—Loudon Magazine. 
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Perceval, visc. 

Piers, col. Wiluam 
Pit, Thomas 

Pitt, col John 
Polhill, David 
Powlett, lord Harry 
Powlett, William . 
Powlet, Norton, sen, 


Wills, sir Charles 
Wyndham, Thomas 
Wollaston, William 
Wynn, Thomas 
Yonge, sir William 
York, sir Philip 

* Yorke, John 


@ 


Devereux, hoa. Priee 
Digby, hon. Edward 
Drax, Henry 

Drewe, Francis 
Dundas, Robert —_.. 
Elton, ste Abraham 
Eyles, si John 


Kelsal, Henry Powlet, Norton, jun. 
Knight, Joho Powlet, C. Armand A LIST or tHe MeEmnsras WHO votes 
patie ea r Riri Uvedale aGalbwsT THE EXCISE SCHEME, 
ace, sir Richar Pulteney, col. Hen 
Laroche, Joba Purvice, capt. Gesigs Mr. Sandys, Teller. 
Leathes, Carteret Ramsden, Joba Abdy, sir Robert Eyles, sir Joseph 
Leheup, Isaac Reade, sir Thomas Aislabie, William Fazakerley, Nicholas 
Lewis, Thomas, (of Reade, col. George Alington, Marmaduke Fenwick, Nicholas 
Soberton) Rich, sir Robert Annesley, Francis Finch, bon, Joba, 
Lewis, Thomas, (of Ryder, Dudley — Astley, sir Jobn (Maidstone) 
Radnor) Roberts, Gebriel Aston, sir Thomas Fiech, hon. Jobn, 
Liddel, George _ Robinson, sir Thomas | Bacon, Thomas (Higbam Ferrers) 
Lisburne, visc. Rutherford, James Bacon, sir Edmand, Foley, Edward 
Lloyd, Richard St. Quintin, M. Chitty | _ (Gillingham) Fortescue, bon. Tied. 
Lloyd, capt. Philip, | Saunders, sir George Bagot, sir W. Wagstaff! Fuller, Joho 
Lockyer, Chas. Screpe, hon. Joba Banks, Joba Furnese, Henry. 
Longueville, Chas. Scot, James Banks, Joseph Gage, visc. 
Lowther, sir Will. Selwyn, John Barnard, sit Jobe Gay, Robert 
Lowther,hon. Anthony Shannon, visc. Barriogton, sis John == Gower, hon. B. L. 
Lumley, bon. John Schaw, sir John Bathurst, Peter Gower, bon. W. L. 
Lyttelton, sir Thomas Shelley, sir Joho Bathurst, Benjamin Grosvenor, sir Robert 
Malpas, visc. Sinclair, col. James Belfield, Joha Guidott, William 
Manners, lord Will. Sloper, William Berkeley, hon. George Gybbon, Philip 
_ Martin, Thomas Sinelt, Leonard Bevan, Artbur Hall, Charles 
Medlycott, Thomas Speke, George Bold, Peter Hanbury, John 
Meredith, sir Roger Stanhope, Charles Bosccweo, hon. Hugh Harley, Edward 
Micklethwait, visc. Stuart, William Bowes, George Harrison, Thomas 
Middleton, col. John Sutherland, William Bowles, Willem Harvey, Michael 
Mill, sir Richard Sutton, gen. Richard | Bramston, Thomas Hawkins, Philip 
Monro, sir Robert Talbot, Charles Broke, Plulip Heathcote, William 
Mouwro, John Thompson, William | Bromley, William Heathcote, George 
Monson, George . Thompson, Richard | Browne, Joha Hedworth, John 
Montagu, hon. col. E. Thornhill, sir James Bulkeley, visc. Henley, Anthony 
Mordaunt, col. John Tilson, Christopher Burrard, Paul - Hoby, sir Thomas 
Moore, Robert Towers, Christopher | Burrel, Peter Holland, Rogers 
Morgan, Thomas Towers, Thomas Cesar, Charles Hope, sir Jubn Bruce 
Morton,hon.M.Ducie Townshend, hon. Hor. Carew, sir William Howe, Jobn . 
Murray, John Townshend, hon. Tho, | Cartwright, Thomas = Hylton, Joha 
Nasmith, sir James Treby, George Caswall, sir Geuige Inwen, Thomas 
Neal, John Trenchard, Cusige Chafin, George Inchiquin, earl of 
Nicoll, sir C.Gounter Tuéfnel, Samuel Charlton, St. John Tebam, sir Justinian 
Norton, Thomas Turner, sir Charles Chetwynd, visc. Kemp, sit Robert 
Offley, Crew Tylney, earl of Chetwynd, Jobn Kemp, Robert 
Onslow, Artbur, * Tyrconnel, visc. Child, sir Francis Keyt, sir William 
(Speaker) Tyrrel, col. James Childe, Will. Lacon Lawson, Gilfrid _ 
Onslow, col. Richard Vincent, Henry Cholmondeley, Chas. Lawsen, sir Wilfrid 
Orlebar, John Wade, gen. George | Clarke, Godifrey Lee, sir Thomas 
Owen, William Wager, sir Charles Cocks, James Lee, George 
Oxenden, sir George Walker, Thomas Cotin, Richard Leigh, hon. Charlee 
Papillon, David Walpole, sir Robert | Compton, George Levinz, William 
Parsons, Henry Walpole, Horatio Cornbury, visc. Lewen, George 
i mas Walpole, Edward Cornewall, Veiters Limerick, Fi8Ce 
Peirse, Henry Walter, Peter Cotton, sre John H. Lisle, Edward 
Pelham, hon. Henry = Wardoar, William Courtenay, sir Will — Lister, Thomas 
Peiham, Thomas, Wentworth, sir Will, | Crisp, Thomas Lloyd, Salisbury 
(Lewes) White, John Curzon, sir Nathaniel Lowther, sir James 
Pelham, Thomas, Whitworth, Francis | Dairymple, capt.John * Lowther, sir 
(Stanmore) Willes, John Dalrymple, sir Jas. Lutterel, Alexander 
Pelham, James Williams, sir Nicholas | Dairymple,hon.col.W. Lutwyche, Thomas 
Pelham, Thomas, jun. William, Hugh Davers, sir Jermyn —_Lyster, Richard 
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Middleton, sir Will. 
Milner, sir William 
Nonoux, sir Hump. 
Murpeth, visc. 
Norrice, sir Will. 
Mostyn, sir Roger 
Moazntrath, earl of 
Newland, William 
Newton, sir Michael 
Nightingale, J. Gase. 
Novel, hon. Thomas 
Noel, sir Clobery 
Norris, sir John 


Scot, Robert 
Sebright, sir T. Saund. 
Seymour, Francis 
Shafto, John 


- Shepheard, Samuel 


Shippen, William 
Shirley, hon. Robert 
Shuttleworth, Richard 
Slingsby, sir Hen 
Somerset, Id. C. Noel 
Spencer, hon. John 
Stanhope, hon. John 
Stanhope, sir William 


Stanhope, Charles 
Stanley, sir Edward 
Stapleton, sir Will. 

- Talbot, John Ivory 
Taylor, Joseph 
Townshend, hon, W. 
Tremayne, Arthur 

» Turner, Cholmley 
Vane, visc. 

Vane, hon. Henry 
Vaughan, W. Gywn 
Vernon, sir Charles 
Vernon, Edward 


Northinore, William 
Ongley, Samuel 
Packer, Winchcomb 
Packington, sir Her. 
Palmer, Thomas 
Parsons, Humphrey | 
Pelham, Charles 
Perrot, Henry — 
Perry, Micajah 
Peyto, William 
Phillips, Erasmus 
Plumer, Richard 
Plumer, Walter 


Plumptre, John Vyner, Robert 
Pottenger, Richard Walcot, John 
Powlett, lord Nassau Wadldon, lord Henry 
Pulteney, William Waller, Edinund 
Rashleigh, Jonathgn Waller, Harry 
Reynell, Richard Ward, John 

Rolle, Henry Warren, Borlace 


Wilhams, sir John 
Willoughby, hon. Tho. 
Winford, Thomas 


Rowney, Thomas 
Rushout, sir Joho 
Sambrooke, John 


Sambroke, sir Jer. V. Wortley-Montagu, E. 

St. Aubin, sir Joha Wrighte, George 

St. Jobn, hon. John = =Wyndham, Thomas 

Saunderson, sir T.L. Wyndham, sir Will. 
Scawen, Thomas Wynn, Watkio Will. 


After this, three other motions were agreed 
‘to, without any division ; which, with the first 
Resolution, are as follows. 1. “ That it is the 
** opinion of this Committee, that the Subsidy 
“‘ and additional Duty upon tobacco of the 
¢* British Plantations, granted by an act of the 
¢ 12th of king Charles IT. and the imposts there- 
““ on granted by an act ofthe first of king James 
“ II, and also the one third Subsidy thereon, 
“granted by an act ofthe 2d of queen Anne 
“ amounting in the whole to 54d. per pound, for 
“ several terms of years in the said respective 
- & acts mentioned, and which have since been 
“* continued and made perpetual, subject to re- 
“ demption by Parliament, shall from andafter 
** the 24th day of June 1733, cease and deter- 
‘* mine. 

2. “ That in lieu of the said Duties so to be 
“ determined, there should be granted to his 
“ Majesty an inland duty of 4d. per pound upon 
: all tobacco imported from the British planta- 
_ | Mons, to be paid before the taking the same 

out of the warehouse. 

- . ree the Sarat Duties, to be raised 
: evied upon Tobacco, be appropri 
Vor. VIII, "= ali tates 


‘¢ and applied to thesame uses and purposes, as 
‘‘ the former duties upon tobacco, to be deter- 
‘“‘ mined, were appropriated and applied. 

4. * That all fines, penalties, forfeitures and 
‘ seizures, to ariseby the said duties, be applied 
“to the use of the public, except so much 
‘“¢ thereof as should be allowed to the informers 
“ or prosecutors.” i 

March 16. Sir Charles Turner reported the 
above Resolutions to the House; and a mo- 
tion being made for agreeing with the Comnit- 
tee in the first Resolution, 


Sir John Barnard spoke as follows: 


Sir:—Though the Resolutions which have 
been now read to us, were. agreed to by a majo- 
rity of those present in the Committee, yet [. 
can make.‘no manner of doubt, but that now, 
after gentlemen have had time to consider that 
affair seriously there will be many of a dierent 
opinion from what they were of in the Commit- 
tee; for my own part, I must say that the more I 
consider that scheme on winch these resolutions 
are tuunded, the more objections I find to it, 
and the less I find in those arguments which 
were offered in support of it, One ofthe chiek 
ends pruposed by this scheme is, the preventing 
of those trauds whici have formerly been com= 
mitted in the Tebacco-trade ; but, if we par- 


‘| ticularly examine those frauds we sball find, 


that every one of them may either be prevented 


‘| by the laws already in being, or they are such 


as cannot be effectaally prevented by. any thing 
in the scheme proposed. 
. The fraud which has been committed upon 


the weighing of the Tobacco at the Custom- 


House, and likewise that of exporting one sory» 
of tobacco for another, is altogether owing, as 
has been already observed, to a neglect of dpty 
in the officers, and not to any defect in the laws; 
and asto the frauds of running or re-landing 
tobacco, after it has been entered for exports. 


tion and has received the draw-backs, which are , 


those by which the public has and always will 
suffer most, there is nothing in the scheme that 
CaD any way contribute to the preventing them; 
for it is not the manner of collecting of duties, 
but the amount of the duties, which occasions 
smuggling and running in all countries, and in 
all branches of trade ; and since the duties on to= 
bacco are by this scheme to be as high, or very 
near as high, as they were before, we may ex- 
pect there will be as much smuggling as there 
was formerly ; where the temptation is great, 
the number of the tempted will increase in pro- 
portion, let the danger they run be never so 
great. 

As for the warehouses proposed, if there be 
any thing in that part of the scheme, which 
nay be of use against smugyling it, is not to this 
scheme, that the proposition owes its birth ; it 
is what the merchants themselves have long ago 
desired ; and for that purpose I drew up sone 
time ago aclause to have heen offered to this 
House, which I shewed to the honourable gen- 
tleman on the floor ; and at that time the affair 
bare have been pushed, but there arose some 
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disputes and differences among the merchants 
themselves, which occastoned its being defer- 
red; that partofthe scheme therefore I shall 
find no fault with, I believe no merchant will, 
but then we would have it withoat the laws of 
excise ; for this reason the honourable gentle- 
_ mpan cries out against the merchants as a very 
unreasonable set of men; he says, that they 
formerly desired to have warehouses, and yet 
now they refuse to accept of them. But do 
not gentleman see: where the difference lies? 
The Merchants desire to have warehouses with- 
out an exctse, and the honourable geutleman 
wil} not, it seems, favour us with the one with- 
out loading us with the other. 

Asto what the Civil List may get by this 
scheme, it will depend entirely upon the effect 
the scheme may have in relation to the pre- 
venting of frauds ; but it is certain, that if the 
public revenue get any thing by the scheme, 
the Civil List will get in proportion, or rather 
more ; for, by what is now proposed, that part 
of the duty, which goes towards the Civil List, 
is stillto be payable upon importation at the 
custom-house, and to be drawn back on expor- 
tation, as before : Now it is manifest, that this 
will be a great advantage to the Civil List, and 
often a great inconvenience to the merchant ; 
for once in every six weeeks that money will be 
carried tothe Exchequer, and when ouce it is 
lodged there, I believe it will there remain; 
it will never be sent back ta the custom-house 
to answer any occasion there may be for it 
at that place; so that when the merchant 
comes to export a quantity of tobacco, and to 


call for his drawback, if the Commissioners 


have none of that Civil List money in their 
hands, they cannot apply the produce of any 
other branch of the public revenue to that use, 
and therefore the merchant must wait for bis 
drawback until some new tobacco be imported; 
by which means the crown may often have the 
use of that money, which should have deen 
applied to the payment of the merchant, per- 
haps for near a twelvemonth ata time; and 
the laying out of that money for so long a tine, 
may often happen to be of dangerous cunse- 
quence to the merchant’s credit. 
_ _ The honourable gentleman talked of making 
London afree port, I wish with all my heart he 
would do su ; 1t is certsinly what every mer- 
_ Chant wishes to see done, and what would 
greatly contribute tothe increase and encou- 
ragement of the trade of this nation; but how 
such a pretence can be set up in favour of the 
acheme now before us, I cannot comprehend, 
for I can seenothing in thescheme that has the 
least tendency towards producing an effect so 
much to be wished for: on the contrary, it ap- 
pears evident to me, that by thisscheme, the port 
of London, and all the other portsofthe kingdom, 
will be so far from being made free, that at every 
one of them the merchant will be subjected to 
more trouble and expence, both upon importa- 
tion and exportation than ever he was before. 
Jt is true that upon the importation of tobacco, 


the merchant was formerly obliged to pay down 


the whole duties, or give his bond with suffici- 


ent sureties for them; butthis was never any 


hardship upon the merchant, because, if he had 
ready money, he advanced it for the prompt 
payment of the duties, and be had an allow- 
ance for so doing ; which was but a reasonable 
allowance, considering how long he was some- 
times obliged to keep his tobacco on his hands, 
before he met with a market either for home- 
consumption or exportation, and how many 
months credit he was often after that obliged to 
give tothe buyer; dnd if he had not ready 
money atcommand, he could formerly give his 
bond for the whole duties with two sufficient 
sureties, whicha man of tolerable credit could 
always easily find ; whereas by this scheme, it 
seems, every merchant-importer of tobacco 
must pay some of the daties at the entry, 
let him make what shift he will for the money, 
which to a poor man is a new hardship ; and 
to a rich man the payment of that part of the 
duties in ready money, is a greater hardship 
than the payment of the whole, considering 
that he has no allowance for prompt payment, 
as to that part of the duties which he 1s obliged 
to pay in ready money. q 

lam surprised to hear any gentleman say, 
that brewers make no complaints on account 
of their being subjected to the laws of excise ; 
I do not know what sort of brewers those gen- 
tlemen may converse with, but I never con- 
versed with ‘any who did not complain of 
it as @ very great grievance, nor did I ever meet 
with any one who could not give very sub- 
stantial reasons for their complaints. There 
are many particular ways by which the officers 
of excise may be troublesome and vexatious to 
the brewer; but there is one which is generally 
practised all over the kingdom, and that is, 
that those officers not only gauge and take an 
account of their liquors, but likewise oblige 
the brewers to shew them their books as often 
as they have a mind; by which means they 
not only pry intoall the secrets and mysterieg 
of their trade, but likewise into their circam- 
stances and fortunes, Can any gentieman look 
upon this as no grievance? Is it not a hardship 
upon any man to have the secrets and myste- 
ries of his-trade exposed tu every hittle fellow, 
whom the commissioners of excise shall please 
to put in authority over him? But is it not sult 
a greater hardship, for a man to be obliged to 
discover his circumstances, to one who is an 
utter stranger to him, perhaps to one who is 
his most implacable enemy? 

The honourable gentleman, I find, valeey 
himself much upon the small increase of ex- 
cise-ofticers that is to be made by his scheme; 
but then he seems to forget the warehouse- 
keepers; they, as well as the other officers of 
excise, are all to be named by the crown, and 
paid by the public, consequently they are cer 
tainly to be called officers of the revenue: They 
will be as expensive to the public, and as great 
slaves to the administration, as apy other sort 
of officers whutever. As there are to be a 
great number of tobacce- warehouses in Brita, 
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there must be a'great number’ of them em- 
ployed to attend thuse warehouses .as often as 
there sball be occasion for them, otherwise it 
will be impossible for the merchant to manage 
or dispose of the goods he has there lodged; 
from whence | must conclude, that the number 
of those warebouse-keepers will be much more 
than double the number of the other new 
officers to be added by this Scheme. 

Gentlemen seem to make light of the trouble 
that merchanw will be put to by those ware- 
house-keepers; they thick it will be no incon- 
venience to the merchant to be debarred all 
access to his goods, but at those hours when 
the warehouse-keeper is to be obliged to at- 
tend him. Those, who argue at this rate, 
_ seem to know but little of the various acci- 
dents that happen in trade; but this is not the 
only inconvenience that even the merchant is 
to be exposed to by this Scheme; he must, for 
every quantity of tobacco he sells, make a 
journey, or send a messenger to the permit- 
office for a permit, which must necessarily put 
him to a great deal of trouble and expence ; 
and therefore, that the merchant may be as 
much eased as possible, I hope that, as soun 
as those public warehouses are all appointed, 
there will be two little ludges Jike centry-boxes, 
built somewhere adjoining to each warehouse, 
one for the warehouse-keeper, and the other 
for the officer who is to grant the permits. 

It bas heen said, that liberty bas nothing to 
do in the question now before us; but, in my 
opinion, if it is mot deeply concerned in this 
question, it never can be concerned in any 
question that can come before this House: Is 
not every man’s house looked on as his asylum? 
Is then the giving a power to any little paltry 
exciseman to enter people’s houses at all times 
of the day and night, no encroachment upon 
the liberty of those peeple? If it is not an en- 
croachment upon a man’s liberty, it certainly 
is a very direct one upon bis property, and of 
consequence it will be found to be an en- 
croachment upon his liberty; for can any 
man be said to be free, who must submit to, 
and be the humble slave of his exciseman, 
otherwise he must expect no quiet or comfort 
withio his own dwelling house: the most 
blameless conduct cannot secure’ bim against 
wexation y and no man can be said to be free, 
who cannot depend upen his innocence for his 
protection: an officer invested with such 
power, may fall upon twenty ways to teaze 
and vex the most innocent man upon earth: I 
know, that one of my acquaintance, who has 
the misfortune to be subject to the laws of 
excise already in being, was for a considerable 
time together, regularly visited by his excise- 
man at the hour the family went to dinner ; and 
if they had but civilly asked the gentleman to 
call at avy other time, bis immediate answer 
was, ‘No Sir, I am ina hurry, I have a great 
“ deal of other business to attend besides yours; 
* I most immediately visit such a place; if you 
« will not allow me me, I must go, and I know 


* what.to do.’ By this rude bebawiour the whole 


o 


* 
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family was disturbed and one of them was 
always obliged to get up from dinner, in order 
to go and let him visit Such places in the house 
as he had a mind. 

Thése are the fellows who, by this fine 
scheme, are to be put into every man’s hou:e 
that is adealer in either of the two commodities 
of to baccoér wine : these are the Lord Danes, 
who are to be by law appointed to lord it over 
every such dealer and his whole family: we 
know what was the fate of the Lord Danes we 
had formerly in England, and I shall be very 
little surprized if these new ones meet with the 
same fate. In short, gentlemen may dress up 
this scheme in what shape they please; but to 
one who considers it coolly and impartially as I 
have done, it must appear in its true colours. 
{ am convinced that it will produce nothing but 
the most mischievous consequences, not only to 
those who are to be iminediately affected by it, 
but likewise to the liberties and- properties of 
the nation in general ; and therefore f am en- 
lirely against agreeing to the resolations of the 
Committee. 

Mr. Horatio Walpole spoke next for agreeing 
with the Committee; Mr. Bramston against 
it; lord Hervey for it; then, 


Sir Thomus Robinson stood up and spoke as 
follows; | 


Sir:—AsI had not an opportunity in the 
Committee of giving my opinion in this ques- 
tion, 1 hope I shall be indulged the liberty of 
doing it now, since I find the whole isto be 
convassed over again. I will take up as little. 
of your tune as possible, in making a few ob- 
servations on the scheme itself as it now ap- 
pears (o us, and on what has fell from some 
gentlemen in the course of this debate. 

I cannot help expressing my-surprize, to hear 
so often ag atsiage the cruel usage the English 
merchants have met with of late: for God’s 
sake, let all that has been said in this House, 
during the time this affair has been upon the 
anvil, be fairly and impartially canvassed, and 
it will come out to be againat the unfair deal- 
ers in wine and tobacco, and against them 
only ; why should gentlemen therefore apply 
it to merchants in general? Give me leave to 
say, whoever makes such application, it is they 
who pin the question upon the whole body of 
merchants, and not those gentlemen who think 
the method proposed of collecting this revenue, 
will secure to the public what they have an un- | 
doubted right to. All that bas been said on 
this head, and what we are now endeavooring to 
do by this bull, is calculated to affect those men 
oniy, whose artifices and cunning have hitherto 
evaded the customs, against whom no less cau- 
tion can secure that duty to the public purse, 
which every consumer of this commodity has 
an indisputable right to have fairly collected. 

Surely no gentleman, who appears for this 
scheme, would for his own sake protect or 
countenance it, if he imagined the success of 
it would either affect oor trade, or the body of 
the English merchants immediately concerned 
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in the exportation of oor manofactures, or by 
way of return for them in the importation of 
foreign productions useful aad necessary to us; 
for it is to our trade, and to our merchants, that 
_ the real causes of the wealth and prosperity of 
. this nation ure principally to be ascribed: But 
this scheme is not intended to affect, nor will, I 
think, in any shape reach these men, which 
- when they come impartially to consider, they. 
must be sensible of ; andthen they will be able 
to judge, whether they have been alarmed at 
the approach of real, or only at the noise of 
Imaginary dangers. 

I am. very sorry to hear so often urged, that 
these restrictions proposed only for the prevent- 
ing of frauds will be a discouragement to trade 
in general; for the natural conclusion from 
thence would seem to be, that frauds and trade 
were inseparable: as the very foundation of 
this scheme, appears to me to be intended for 
the improvement of the public revenue by the 


discouragement of frauds ; when it is so often . 


affirmed, that it will also be a discouragement 
of trade, a stranger in the gallery, who was to 
hear our debates, would naturally imagine that 
@ continuance of, or a connivance at frauds, 
was in this country @ necessary encouragement 
_ to trade. : 
As this bill appears to me to be attended 
with certain advantages to the tobacco trade, 
andas [ should be glad to be set right if lam 
wistaken ; I beg leave to ask a few questions 
of those who are conversant in trade: Whe- 
ther high duties on goods imported are wot a 
great weight on every branch of trade so luad- 
ed ; as it not only obliges the merchant to keep 
a double stock in ready money, but of course 
confines that trade to a very narrow circle of 
dealers, and surely it never can be the interest 
of a trading nation to encourage monopolies ? 
Then I must ask, whether, as the law now 
stands, the tohacco trade has not this hardship 
attending it? If it be so, I would ask, whe- 
ther this clog is not entirely removed by this 
scheme? no duty heing to be paid at importa- 
_,4on, nor any money demanded till the factor 
has made his bargain with the retailer, who is 
to pay the whole duty? | 
Ts it not another allowed maxim in trade, that 

one of the greatest temptations to frauds are 
Jarge drawbacks on goods exported, nay the 
very parent of frauds in this commodity ? If 
this be a fact, is not this motive to frauds en- 
tirely removed, there being by this scheme no 
temptation whatever to frauds on this head ? 
_ for by thisscheme as now amended, there is no 

part of the duty to be paid at importation, 
there is not a tarthing of the duty ever to ke 
paid for the tobacco which shall hereafter be 
re-exported ; so that. the honourable gentle- 
man who spoke first, and who always speaks so 
well and with so much weight in this House, 
has in this particular entirely mistaken the 
scheme now before us. : 

_tias not the method of bonding the duties, 
till very lately at least, been universally al-. 
lowed to be olten fatal to both the planters 


and factors, and as often detrimental to the 
public? Is not this hardship quite obviated by 
this scheme? Is not bonding entirely out of the 
present question ? 

Were not the charges in the bills of sale from 
the factor to bis planter a very great bardship 
on the latter? According to all those I have 
seen, they never amounted to less than 25 per 
cent, and oftner to much more, on the whole 
neat produce returned to the planter for his 
tobacco. I do not mean to accuse the factor of 
taking an extravagant or unjust gain on this 
head: but what 1 think we are now contending 
to remove, is the pretence for and the founda- 
tion of these charges, which have been 20 
greatly detrimental to that trade, and so great a 
hardship on the Virginia and Maryland planters, 
who now send you a merchandize that proves 
to this nation, by the great quantities re-ex- 
ported to foreign markets, a very beneficial 
branch of your commerce; and if something 
be not now done in their behalf, I am told 
from very good hands, we shall run the cisque 
of losing this staple of tobacco: then it will be 
too late to consider what methods are best for 
collecting the duties on it; and therefore, were 
there no other motive for this bill, this conside- 
ration alone would weigh greatly with me, to 
make a trial, at least, of the method now pro- 
posed for giving relief to so considerable a 
part of our American colonies. 

Now I am up, Sir, give me leave to remind 
gentlemen, that, as the law now stands, 44¢. 
neat money, at least, is paid on each pound 
of tobacco, immediately on importation, though 
the importer takes the advantage of all the dis- 
counts on prompt payment, otherwise the duty 
comes higher: but by this scheme, the whole 
duty will be at the highest but 44d. per pound 
weight, and will not be demanded tili the 
tobacco is taken out of the warehouse for 
home-consumption, and therefore may some- 
times not be paid tll eighteen months or two 
years after the landing of the tobacco: let 
therefore who will advance the money, this 
farther credit given by the public, for the pay- 


ment of the duty, must be-a certain beneht to 


this trade; and thus, by postponing the pay- 
ment of the duties ull so much nearer the time 
of consumption, the dealers in tobacco will be 
enabled, and ought to atlord it to the consumer 
on more reasonable terms. 

If then this scheme be found to he no real 
detriment to the fair merchant, and a certain 
benefit to the planters, I believe in another 
particular it will be a demonstrable advantage 
to the public, I mean an improvement of the 
revenue: but what appears to me pretty exe 
traordinary is, to hear that improvemcnt urged 
as one of the chief objections against the whole 
scheme, because the civil-list revenue will also 
of course receive some increase. Give me 
leave to say, that whatever appearance of 
weight there might bave been in this objection 
Letore the scheme was known, yet now when 
it comes to be considered, tbat the crown in 
return gives up to the public all forfeitures asd 
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seizures, this objection can be of little weight: 
but surely this could never have been thought 
a sufficient objection for the legislature to re- 
fuse a remedy against the known frauds, prac- 
tised in the collection of the public revenues, 
on account of its preventing those practised 
against the crown; especially, when even this 
improvement of the King’s income is no more 
than what was, in effect, grauted by the Par- 
liament, when they appropriated the produce 
of those duties to his Majesty for life. 

But since it is said, that this alteration in the 
method of-collecting the duty on tobacco will 
be such an augmentatiun to the revenue, 
though no new tax be laid on, nor an adiition 
made to any one now in being, it may be asked, 
from whence this augmentation will arise? To 
this the bare enumeration of the several frauds 
at present practised in the collection of this 
duty, would be a sufficient answer; especially, 
if we consider the large sum, which the frauds 
that have actually been discovered yearly 
amount to, and that it cannot be supposed, 
that one-fifth part of the frauds, which have 
really been committed, have ever come to thie 

knowledge of the public, or of those intrusted 
with the collecting of this -duty: but as the 
honourable gentleman, who opened the debate 
in the committee, has so fully and so de- 
monstrably shewn the particulars of these un- 
Jawful transactions’; and as there are in this 
House so many gentlemen, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the course of the public reve- 
nves, who can speak more minutely to the 
nature of these frauds than I am capable of 
doing, I shall not enter into a detail of them; 
but only take notice, that there have been 
some instances, where a tripple fraud has been 
committed in the disposal of the same indivi- 
dual parcel of tobacco; he, indeed, who prac- 
tises this method, must be very adroit in the 
business of smuggling, but it is certain it has 
been practised: the unfair trader has contrived 
to receive the full duty twice from the public, 
Without having ever paid it once to the public; 
be has received from the government the 
drawbacks upon a quantity of tobacco, which 
he found means te import without paying any 
duty; and by again running the same tobacco 
from Holland in small parcels, he bas a second 
time received the drawbacks from the con- 
sumers, by selling it to them as if the duties 
had been honestly paid; and the difficulty to 
prevent this kind of frauds, as there is but one 
check in the customs, is almost insurmountable ; 
since, in some cases, the unfair dealer in to 
bacco may very well afford to give such bribes 
to the custom-house officer, as will even inore 
than compensate to him the loss of his place, 
af he should be discovered. 

So that in this light, the parties in this con- 
test are, the public, the planter, and the fair 
trader on one side; and the unfair dealer only 
on the other. It is a duty the nation pays; 
the planter and fair trader feel the inconveni- 
ence of it, but the benefit is intercepted by the 


daudulent dealer; aod in this view your landed 


al 
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consumers of tobacco have doubly paid the 
duty ; they have paid it once by buying the 
tobacco at an advanced price, ay if the duty 
had been paid by the seller; and again by a 
futore call upon then by the legislature, to 
make good the deficiency occasionea by the 
frauds of the sellers; so that by this method of 
taxation, a duty has beea laid on one subject, 
which another has by artifice not only prevented 
coming into the public purse, but has con- 
verted towards the supporting or enriching of 
himself. 

But there is another reason, which will have 
the greatest weight with me, for coming ‘into 
this proposition, and that 1s, because I think, 
that in its consequences, the landholders of 
Great Britain will tind a considerable relief. 
As long as I can remember, I have always 
heard the land tax complained of, as one of 
the most unequal and most grievous of our 
taxes; unequal, as it is only paid by a part of 
those who possess property in Great Britain, 
and so great a disproportion is there in this par- 
ticular, that as our property is now divided, 
I believe one may say, the money arising by this 
tax, is paid only by five out of six of those who 
possess the riches of this nation; and it has 
hitherto been the more grievous, as there was 
no prospect that any one of this generation, 
would have been relieved from the burthen of 
it. From land alone 64 millions and a half 
have been raised since the Revulution, and an 
estate of 1,000/. a year tully cessed since that 
time, bas paid 6,450/. which sum amounts to 
near ove Mxth part of the whole produce of 
such an estate in that time; so that by taking 
it at an average, the landholders of these es- 
tates thus cessed, have paid very near a sixth 
part of the gross produce of their estates for 
fourty-four years successively, which bears no 
manner of proportion to what has been paid 
by any other set uf men, towards defraying the 
charges of the government since that time. 
This has always been most justly reputed a 
grievance upon tie landholders, yet now when 
a scheme is offered, which as it appears to me, 
would be a certain relief to the landed interest, 
a new language, a new opinion has started up, 
and prevails at least without doors, that the 
lands of Great Britain should still continue to 
carry that burthen, which, till very lately, all 
mankind were unanimous, they ought to be re- 
lieved from. 

If some gentlemen may think there can be 
any material weight thrown into the scale of 
the crown, by the addition of a few excise-offi- 
cere, let them on the other side reflect on the 
relief given by this Scheme to the landholders 
of Great Britain, who always have been, and 
ever must be, io time of trial and necessity, the 
real and solid support of the liberties of the na- 
aon. ; 

And as the landed interest must be allowed 
to be our principal strength, all attempts to 
invade our liberties must prove unsuccessful,. 
while the‘gentlemen of landed estates shall con- 
tinue resolute, and retain gafficient force to op- 
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pose any arbitrary designs: any thing there- 
fure, that tends to put them upon a better foot- 
ing, and to iocrease their substance, strengthens 
Our constitution in the must essential part; 
for this reason, when the ease tbat will be given 
to landholders is in this view impartially consi- 
dered, the addition of a few excisemen, with 
salaries of 40 or 50/. a year each, will not have 
that weight in this day's debate, which at first 
sight it night seem to carry with it. 

Sir, I have mentioned the advantages which, 
as it appears to me, will naturally arise to the 
public revenue, to the fair trader, to the indus- 
trious planter, and to the landholder by this 
Scueme ; and I think there is another benefit 
attending it, which gentlemen do not seem to 
give suiticient attention to, I mean the re- 
formation that will be made on this occasion 
in the laws of excise; for though the extention 
of them, as they now stand might have been 
thought by sume a strong objection to this 
Scheme, however beneficial in other respects it 
might prove to the public, yet I think the 
weight of this objection is greatly removed, 
when we consider that the alteration now pro- 
posed will take away many of those powers, 
which‘might in time to come have been abused 
to the oppression of the subject. One of the 
most material objections I ever heard started 
was, the want of a proper appeal from the de- 
termination of the commissioners of Excise ; 
but this 1 think is entirely obviated by the al- 
Jowing of an appeal from those gentlemen to 
three judges chosen from the different courts 
in Westminster-hall; or from the justices of 
peace to the judges of assize in their respective 
circuus; who are to determine in a summary 
way, without either delay or any considerable 
expence to the parties concerned. Now 
whatever influence the nomination of these 
officers by the crowa might have on their ac- 
tions, or however regardless their power, being 
vacontroulable, might make them in their de- 
terminations, this check must prevent the exe- 
caution of their intentions, were they inclined to 
abuse their power in favour of the crown; it 
will certainly make them more cautious in giv- 
ing judzment, when they shall know, when they 
shall reflect, that their judgments are liable to 
be canvassed in a superiyr Court, where no 
favour, where no mterest can screen an ill ac- 
tion : the judges to whom the appeal must be 
made, bave their othces for life, and therefore 
cannot reasonably be supposed to be biassed, 
_ 80 as to countenance any unlawful steps of the 
commissioners, let them be the favourites of 


any minister whatever, or Jet the party op- 


pressed, let the party complaining, be never sa 
obnoxious to an administration, 

Th sc is also another benefit that will attend 
the success of this Scheme, which is the repeal 
of un act made in the 11th year of the late 
king, which obliges people to accuse them- 
selves: As this is certainly a very great griev- 
ance, the repeal must be a very agreeable re- 
lief to those who are subject to it. I bope 
therefore, if this question passes, when the 

4 


blanks in the Bill come to be filled up in the 
Committee, those gentlemen, who may think 
that there are any unnecessary clauses in the laws 
of excise, will take this favourable opportunity 
to bave those laws reviewed ; and by the addir 
broufh proper clauses to the Bill now to be 
broufht in, to extend the regulations of them in 
behalf of the subject, as far as may not leave 
the duties under the management of the comr 
missioners open to gross frauds. 

Upon the whole, 1 believe the benefits pro- 
posed by this Scheme, by an improvement of 
the public revenue in preventing frauds, will be 
a certain relief to the landed interest; and the 
only real objection that ever could be to such 
a design was the method by which it was to be 
effected: but that, I think, as I said before, Jjs 
in @ great measure removed, by the mitigation 
of those methods of proceeding in excise-laws, 
which seemed most to infringe the liberties of 
the subject, and which alteration may, nay is 
designed ta be extended to the other branches 
of the revenue, subject to the same laws. 

This Scheme therefore, as it is intended to be 
a review of the Excise Laws, and an amend- 
ment of the rigour of those parts of them when 
less severity would secure the duty to the public, 
appears in this light as much in favour of the 
subject as of the revenue; and as such, where 
it comes to be rightly apprehended, and the be- 
nefits attending it are felt and diffused through 
the whole nation, I believe it will soon take a 
more favourable turn among the people : the ill 
impressions of it that may now be industriously 
spread abroad, I should think, would soon sub- 
side and be forgotten. 

I beg pardon, Sir, for taking up so much more 
of your time than I at first intended. I now 
only add,-that since upon the examination of 
the particular merits of this scheme, the advan 
tages proposed by it appear to me to be cer- 
tain; and of such a nature as not only to in- 
crease the public revenue, without any new tax 
on the subject or addition to any one now in 
being; to advance the interest of our trade and 
plantations ; and also at the same time to raise 
the value of the lands of Great Britain, I shall 
therefore readily give my assent to it. 

Sir Thomas Aston, spoke next against the 
motion for agreeing with the Committee, aud 
took notice, ‘That it was his misfortune to 
know too much of the influence, that the 
ofiicers of the customs and excise had at elec- 
tions; for at bis own election there were many 
of the voters were so free aad open, as to come 
to him and tell him that they would vote for 
him rather than any other, but tbat those offi- 
cers had threatened to ruin them if they did; 
and others told him, that they had promuces 
either for themselves or their sons to be made 
officers in the customs or excise by his anta- 
gonist; and as their bread depended upon get- 
ting those promises fulfilled, which theycould not 
expect if they did not vote against him, there-— 
fore they hoped he would excuse them: thas 
as he knew the evil of this illegal influence by 
experience, therefore he should always be 
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against any measure that might tend to increase 
at, as this Scheme most evidently would; thathe 
hoped he should always disdain to owe the ho- 
nour of representing his country in parliament to 
any administration whatever: that he hoped he 
should always depend upon the free votes of his 
fellow subjects; and for that reason he must 
be against what he thought would destroy that 
freedom, upon which only he was resolved al- 
ways to depend. : St. 

Then Lord Glenorchy spoke for agreeing with 
the Cowmittee; Lord Morpeth against it; 

Mr. Clayton for it. Then 


Mr. Pulteney spoke as follows: 


_ Sir:—I must say, that the recommending the 
care of the public revenue to this House, the re- 
commending to us a scheme which may, any 
way, tend to the increasing of it, are doctrines, 
which come very properly from the honourable 
gentleman that spoke last, who for several 
years has had the fingering of the public money, 
as he himself wis pleased to express it: but I 
hope those gentlemen will consider, that they 
and their posterity are not all to enjoy the same 
posts they enjoy at present; they may perhaps 
expect that they themselves are all in for life, 
but they cannot imagine that those posts are to 
go by way of inheritance to their heirs; and 
therefore I hope, that for the sake at least of 
their posterity, they will consider a little the 
power and influence that this Scheme will give 
to the crown; and such a consideration must 
certainly be of some weight in the present de- 
bate, even with those gentlemen. 

It is certain, that the liberties of this coun- 
try depend upon the freedom of our elections 
for members of parliament; our parliaments, 
- especially the representstives of the people in 

arliament assembled, are designed for, and go- 
nerally have been a check upon those, who 
were employed in the executive part of our ge- 
vernment: but if it shall ever come to bé in 
the power of the crown, that is to say, of those 
_ employed in the executive part of our govern- 
ment, to have such an influence over most of 
the elections in the kingdom, as to get any per- 
son chosen they please to recommend, they 
will then always have a majority of their own 
creatures in every House of Commong, and 
from such representatives what can the people 
expect? Can it be expected, that such a House 
of Commons will ever be any check upon those 
in power, or that they will find fault with the 
conduct of the most rapacious, the most tyran- 
nical ministers that may hereafter be employed 
by the crown. ; 

It is well known, that every one of the pub- 
lic offices have already suv many boroughs or 
corporations, which they look on as their pro- 
perties; there are some boroughs which may 
be called treasury boroughs; there are others 
which may be called admiralty-boroughs ; in 
short, it may be said, that almost the whole 
towns upon the sea coast are already seized on, 
and in a manner taken prisoners by the officers 
@f the crown; in most of them they have so 


great an influence, that none can be chosen 
members of Parliament but such as they are 
pleased to recommend. But as the customs 
are confined to our sea ports, as they cannot 
travel far from the coast, therefore this scheme 
seems to be contrived in order to extend the 
laws of excise, and thereby to extend the in- 
fluence of the crown over all the inland towns 
and corporations in England. 

This seems plainly to me to be the chief de- 
sigan of the Scheme now under our considera- 
tion; and if it succeeds, which God forbid it 
should, our future ministers of state will be very 
rouch obliged to the gentleman who projected 
itg the election of a House of Commons will in 
all time to come be an easy task ; for whoever 
shall be prime minister under any of our future 
kings may sit at home in his great chair, and 
issue forth his orders to most of the coun- 
ties and boroughs-in Great Britain, to chuse 
such persons for their representatives in pnriia- 
ment, as he shall please to think most proper 
for his purpose. Most of the chief clerks of 
the treasury, and other great otfices, are already 
members of this House; they deserve it, they 
are gentlemen, and men of figure and fortune 
in their country: butif this Scheme takes place, 
we may in a little time see all the little under- - 
clerks of the treasury, and other offices, mem- 
bers of this House ; we may see them trudging 
down to this House iu the morning, in order to 
give their votes for imposing taxes upon their 
fellow-subjects; and in the afternoon attend 
ing bebiad the chajr of a chancellor of the exe 
chequer, @ secretary of state, or other chief 
minister: nay, I do not know but some of us 
may live to see some vain over-grown minister 
of state driving along the streets, with six meme 
bers of Parliament behind his coach. 

These must be the fatal comsequences of the 
scheme now under our consideration; and 
therefore I must think that every man, who has 
a regard to the constitution of bis country, or to 
the liberties and properties of those that have 
put their trust in him, is in duty bound to give 

is negative to the present question. 

Gentlemen may indulge themselves in the 
vain conceit, that by this scheme all manner 
of frauds in the tobacco trade will be pre- 
vented for the future, but the thing is in its own 
nature impossible; when the duties are so 
high, where they amount to five or six times 
the prime cost of the commodity on which the 
are laid, it will be impossible to prevent a 
manner of frauds; and therefore the increase 
of the public revenue by this scheme, is so 
far from being certain, that it is altogether 
precarious ; and unless the pulbic revenue be 
thereby greatly increased, the landholders can 
expect no relief: but granting that the benefits 
expected by this scheme were certain; itis as 
certain, it is as demonstrable, that our consti- 
tution will be thereby destroyed; and are we 
to make a sacrifice of our constitution, for the 
poor considerativa of adding 4 or 500,000/. a 
year to the public revenue? that increase may 
econ be dissipated by an administration under 
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Do fears of being called to an account by par- 
liament ; and then they will be obliged to come 
upon the landholders for money, to answer the 
necessary services of the public. There never 
was In any country a scheme set up for intro- 
ducing arbitrary power, but what was sup- 
ported by some specious pretences: the pre- 
venting of mobs, insurrections, invasions, 
frauds, or the like, have in all countries been 
made the pretences for introducing arbitrary 
power: but in such an assembly as this, where 
the principles of liberty so much prevail, where 
there are so many gentlemen of good sense and 
enetration, I hope no such pretence will ever 
e of any weight. To me it appears indisput- 
able, that this scheme is absolutely inconsistent 
with a free election of members of parliament, 
and of consequence it must be inconsistent 
with our constitutiun : therefore though the ad- 
vantages to be reaped from it were much 
eater, and much more certain than they are, 
should be most heartily against it, and for 
that reason I must give my negative to the 
present question. 
After some few altercations between sir Ro- 
bert Walpole and Mr. Pulteney, ; 


Mr. Walter Plumer stood up, and took no- 
tice of some gentleman’s having said, that no- 
body had opposed the subjecting of coffee, tea, 
and chocolate, to the laws of excise, but the 
gentleman under the gallery [meaning sir John 
Barnard} and he thereupon added, that he 
must put those gentlemen in mind, that he had 
then the honour to be a member of the House: 


1 
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that he thanked God, he did oppose that Ex. 
cise Scheme as well as this; and chat be would 
oppose every such scheme that should ever be 
offered to the House, while he bad the honour 
of sitting in it: that be knew bow grievous and 
oppressive the laws of excise were to his feliow 
subjects; and therefore he could not answer 
it to his country, if he did not, to the utmost of 
his power, oppose every scheme offered for the 
extension of those vexatious and arbitrary laws, 


Lhe Resolutions of the Committee, relating 
ta the Excise Scheme, agreed to by the House, 
and a Bill ordered in accordingly.) Abter 
this, the question was put upon the frst Re- 
solution, and carried in the affirmative by 249 
against 189. Then the questions were sere- 
rally put upon the second and third Resolu- 
tions, which were agreed to without any di- 
vision; and the fourth Resolution being read a 
second time, sir Robert Walpole informed the 
House, ‘ That the King had commanded him 
to acquaint the House, that his Majesty guve 
his consent, that the House should do as they 
should think fit, in relation to the said fines, 
penalties, forfeitures, and seizures.” Hereopon 
the question was pat, and this last Resolution 
likewise was agreed to without any division. 

Then ic was ordered, That a Bill be brought 
in, pursuant to the said Resolutions; and that 
sir Charles Turner, sir Robert Walpole, sir 
Philip Yorke, Mr. Talbot, Mr. Doddington, 
Mr. Clayton, sir William Yonge, sir George 
Oxenden, Mr. Scrope, and Mr. Edward Wal- 
pole do prepare and bring in the same. 
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